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This  adult  White-tailed  Eagle  turned  up  on  Kaua'i  Island,  Hawaii  in  February  2007  arid 
remained  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  winter  season  (here  on  5 March  at  Kilauea  Point 
National  Wildlife  Refuge).  This  bird  furnished  a first  state  record,  though  there  are  subfossil 
remains  of  the  species  from  Hawaii.  The  Hawaiian  Islands  Region  does  have  a record  of  Steller's 
Sea-Eagle — an  immature  that  was  found  in  early  February  1978  at  Kure  Atoll  and  refound  in 
March  on  Midway  Island.  Photograph  by  Brenda  Zam/United  States  Fish  4 Wildlife  Service. 
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Pelagic  biids  off  South  Carolina 
and  northern  Georgia:  An  update 
on  status  of  selected  species 


NATHAN  WESCOAT  DIAS  • P.  0.  BOX  362  • MCCLELLANVILLE,  SC  29458  • (EMAIL:  0FFSH0REBIRDER@YAH00.C0IV1) 


The  pelagic  waters  considered  in  this  article  extend  from  approximately  the  latitude  of  Sapelo  Island,  Georgia  to  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina.  For  the  purposes  of  avifaunal  records,  the  boundary  between  these  states'  ocean  waters  is  set  by  the  American  Birding  Asso- 
ciation at  32°  02'  north  latitude.  Image  courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  Hotspot  Charts,  LLC. 


Abstract 

This  paper  summarizes  records  of  selected 
seabirds  observed  in  the  pelagic  waters  of 
South  Carolina  and  northern  Georgia  since 
the  mid-1980s,  with  emphasis  on  those 
species  whose  status  has  become  better  un- 
derstood in  the  past  20-25  years.  Observations 
were  both  opportunistic  (made  from  fishing 
vessels)  and  more  ornithological  (from  boats 
chartered  to  study  birdlife)  in  nature. 

Data  collection 

The  species  accounts  in  this  paper  draw  from 
several  somewhat  disparate  sources.  In  the 
middle  and  late  1980s,  the  author  was  a crew- 
man on  a commercial  grouper/snapper  fishing 
vessel  that  worked  out  of  Charleston  in  the 
fall  and  winter.  The  author  was  also  a crew- 
man or  guest  aboard  multiple  offshore  sport- 
fishing charter  vessels  during  the  1980s-early 


1990s  and  since  2003  has  organized  and  led 
pelagic  birding  trips  off  the  state  (Table  1). 
The  birding  opportunities  in  these  three  ac- 
tivities are  strongly  influenced  not  just  by  sea- 
son and  the  marine  environment  visited  but 
also  by  the  type  of  vessel,  its  course  and 
speed,  and  the  predominant  activity  aboard, 
which  differ  markedly  in  each  instance. 

During  stationary  fishing  operations  on  the 
snapper/grouper  vessels,  there  is  often  an 
abundance  of  discarded  marine  life  that  is  at- 
tractive to  birds.  When  large  fish  are  boated, 
for  instance,  they  usually  disgorge  recent 
meals  that  consist  of  crabs,  small  fish, 
cephalopods,  and  other  prey.  These  disgorged 
meals,  along  with  fish  below  the  legal  size  lim- 
it and  other  bycatch  (that  is,  marine  life 
caught  but  not  targeted  by  fishing  operations), 
are  then  hosed  or  tossed  overboard  by  the 
crew.  The  discarded  undersized  fish  often  have 


distended  swim  bladders,  which  causes  them 
to  flutter  on  the  surface  for  some  time.  In  ad- 
dition, the  larger  commercial  grouper/snapper 
vessels  gut  their  catch  periodically  before 
placing  the  fish  in  refrigerated  storage  or  on 
ice  in  insulated  compartments  (smaller  vessels 
usually  do  not  gut  fish  at  sea;  they  generally 
return  to  port  each  day,  with  occasional  48- 
hour  trips).  The  livers,  stomachs,  and  other 
entrails  produced  by  the  gutting  process  are 
then  dumped  at  sea.  These  various  types  of 
floating  chum  attract  jaegers,  gulls  (including 
kittiwakes),  the  occasional  Manx  Shearwater 
(Piiffinus  puffinus)  or  Northern  Fulmar  (Ful- 
manis  glacialis),  and  rarely  a skua  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  vessel.  Northern  Gannets  (Moms 
kissnnijs)  and  Common  Loons  (Gavia  immer) 
are  also  observed  feeding  on  discarded  fish 
and  other  offal. 

In  contrast  to  these  cold-weather  commer- 
cial bottom-fishing  ventures,  the  spring  and 
summer  trips  aboard  smaller  vessels  were 
spent  trolling  fishing  lines  along  the  Conti- 
nental Shelf  edge  and  in  the  western  portions 
of  the  Gulf  Stream.  Participants  aboard  these 
charter  fishing  ventures  remain  watchful  for 
bird  activity,  which  usually  indicates  fish  ac- 
tivity, and  so  there  are  often  opportunities  to 
observe  birds  at  close  range  on  such  day  trips. 
When  multiple  sport-fishing  boats  are  in 
proximity  to  one  another,  captains  often  com- 
municate about  the  bird  activity  they  observe. 

While  fishing  boats,  both  commercial  ven- 
tures and  sport-fishing  trips,  can  afford  good 
opportunities  to  observe  seabirds  off  South 
Carolina,  pelagic  birding  trips  off  the  state 
since  2003  have  attempted  to  optimize  such 
opportunities  by  combining  local  fishermen’s 
assessments  of  the  changing  marine  environ- 
ment (and  its  interaction  with  submarine  fea- 
tures known  to  attract  and  concentrate 
wildlife)  with  the  latest  technology  for  inter- 
preting aspects  of  this  environment — above 
the  sea  surface,  at  the  surface,  and  below  the 
surface.  Unlike  pelagic  trips  off  some  other 
ports,  those  from  Charleston  do  not  have  pre- 
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PELAGIC  BIRDS  OFF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  NORTHERN  GEORGIA 


Figure  1 . This  diagram  uses  a sea  surface  temperature  image  to  illustrate  formation  of  a warm-wa- 
ter eddy  passing  over  the  Georgetown  Hole  area  off  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  This  eddy's  south- 
westerly flow  of  warm  water  was  induced  by  the  Gulf  Stream's  collision  with  the  Charleston  Bump. 
When  the  Gulf  Stream  lies  fairly  close  to  shore  off  northern  Georgia  and  southern  South  Carolina,  it 
passes  inshore  of  the  Charleston  Bump.  This  orientation  limits  the  influences  of  the  Charleston 
Bump,  i.e.,  upwelling  over  the  Bump  and  the  formation  of  the  Charleston  Gyre.  When  this  configura- 
tion is  in  effect,  the  Gulf  Stream  passes  over  the  200-m  Shelf  break  and  often  over  reef  communities 
slightly  inshore  of  the  Shelf  break.  During  such  events,  locations  such  as  the  226  Hole  and  the  380 
Hole,  which  are  depressions  located  just  past  the  200-m  Shelf  break,  produce  strong  upwellings.  This 
configuration  often  produces  well-defined  Sargassum  lines  and  sharper  temperature  divisions  along 
the  edges  of  the  two  adjacent  water  masses.  Image  courtesy  ofcoastm.org,  a now-defunct  marine 
reporting  and  forecasting  website. 


arranged  or  fixed  survey  routes; 
the  boat’s  course  is  not  determined 
until  the  morning  of  the  trip  and  is 
subject  to  continual  modification. 

The  boat’s  course  is  determined  by 
factors  including  (but  not  limited 
to):  recent  wind/weather  patterns, 

Gulf  Stream  position  and  configu- 
ration (and  the  presence  of  fila- 
ments and  eddies),  sea  surface 
temperature  readings  and  fore- 
casts, satellite-derived  chlorophyll 
and  alimetry  data,  recent  and  real- 
time reports  from  area  fishing  cap- 
tains (who  share  up-to-the  minute 
news  of  birds  or  bird-attracting 
features),  and  occasional  consulta- 
tions of  commercial  fishing  fore- 
casts (e.g.,  Roffer’s  Ocean  Fishing 
Forecasting  Service  reports). 

Reef  communities  and 
other  submarine  features 

off  the  coast  of  South  Carolina 
and  northern  Georgia  lie  hard 
seafloor  areas — also  known  as 
hardground  reefs,  hardgrounds, 
hard-bottom  areas,  or  live-bottom 
areas.  Hardgrounds  provide  rare 
interruptions  of  large  expanses  of 
sand  and  mud  on  the  Continental  Shelf  and 
Continental  Slope  off  the  southeastern  United 
States.  Composed  of  limestone,  sandstone,  and 
other  mineral  formations,  they  provide  stable 
platforms  to  which  reef-forming  organisms  can 
attach  (Reed  2004).  These  reefs  provide  food 
and  shelter  for  all  manner  of  life,  including  the 
fish,  arthropods,  cephalopods,  and  other  or- 
ganisms that  provide  food  for  pelagic  birds. 
South  Carolina’s  artificial  reefs,  formed  upon 
old  ship  hulls,  masses  of  concrete,  and  other 
man-made  objects,  also  host  communities  that 
provide  food  sources  for  pelagic  birds.  Even 
when  ephemeral  features  that  attract  birds — 
such  as  deepwater  upwellings,  pelagic  algae 
masses,  or  thermoclines  (water  temperature 
fronts) — cannot  be  located,  hardground  reef 
communities  still  attract  pelagic  birds.  But 
when  such  ephemeral  phenomena  occur  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  hardground  reefs,  the 
bird-attracting  effects  appear  to  be  magnified. 

The  Gulf  Stream,  the  massive  warm-water 
current  that  flows  northward  along  the  Conti- 
nental Shelf  edge  off  the  southeastern  United 
States,  varies  in  its  speed  and  in  its  proximity 
to  shore.  These  variations  sometimes  occur 
over  relatively  short  periods  of  time.  A signifi- 
cant influence  on  the  Gulf  Stream’s  path  in 


the  South  Atlantic  Bight  is  known  as  the 
“Charleston  Bump”  (see  Frontispiece;  a mar- 
velous summary  of  this  feature  is  found  on 
the  Internet  at  <http://www.oceanexplorer. 
noaa.gov/explorations/islands01/background/ 
islands/supll_bump.html>).  This  30-kilome- 
ter wide  geologic  feature,  located  roughly  150 
km  southeast  of  Charleston,  is  essentially  a 
rocky  ramp.  (Note:  Distances  from 
Charleston  given  herein  are  measured  from 
the  city  harbor’s  outer  jetties.)  The  ramp 
slopes  from  a 700-m  depth  at  its  south  end  to 
400-m  depths  at  the  north  end.  The  Bump  is 
composed  of  a layer  of  manganese  and  phos- 
phorite accumulations  precipitated  from  sea- 
water, possibly  caused  by  upward  movement 
of  seafloor  sections  over  millions  of  years.  Just 
north  of  the  Bump  lies  a deeper  section  of 
scoured-out  seafloor,  which  lies  against  the 
pitted  northern  edge  of  the  Bump.  The  effect 
of  this  underwater  mountain  and  adjacent 
trench  on  the  Gulf  Stream  is  generally  to  cre- 
ate upwellings  and  to  deflect  the  Stream  east- 
ward. The  upwellings,  sometimes  visible  as 
disturbances  that  rise  more  than  a meter 
above  the  surrounding  ocean,  bring  cold  wa- 
ter and  nutrients  to  the  surface,  feeding 
plankton,  which  in  turn  feed  organisms  all 


the  way  up  the  food  chain. 
Among  sport  fishermen,  the 
Bump  is  well  known  as  a Sword- 
fish (Xiphicis  glaclius)  spawning 
ground,  a Blue  Marlin  (Makciira 
nigricans)  hot  spot  in  August  and 
September,  and  a prime  spot  for 
American  Wreckfish  (Polyprion 
aniericanus)  and  other  deepwater 
species.  The  Bump  has  impor- 
tance to  pelagic  birds  as  well  as 
fish,  but  it  needs  much  more  in- 
vestigation and  study  from  an  or- 
nithological perspective. 

Aspects  of  the 
marine  environment 
off  South  Carolina 

Aside  from  moderate  bathymetric 
differences,  the  marine  environ- 
ment off  South  Carolina  is  rela- 
tively similar  to  that  off  North 
Carolina,  where  the  Gulf  Stream’s 
movement  is  likewise  affected  not 
just  by  submarine  features  but 
also  by  other  currents  and  seawa- 
ter masses.  These  interactions 
produce  features  at  the  surface 
and  below  the  surface  that  are  rel- 
evant to  discussions  of  foraging 
seabirds,  as  they  concentrate  prey  and  thus 
both  predatory  fish  and  seabirds.  “Filaments” 
are  projections  of  warm  water  that  grow 
westward  from  the  Gulf  Stream  proper  and 
move  slowly  northward  with  the  Stream. 
They  vary  in  size  and  intensity  and  are  usual- 
ly connected  to  the  Gulf  Stream  at  their 
northern  end.  In  filaments,  the  warm  water 
current  circulates  in  counterclockwise  fash- 
ion. This  flow  tends  to  concentrate  fish  and 
birds  at  the  southwestward-pointing  end  of 
the  filament,  where  there  is  usually  the  great- 
est contrast  between  warm  filament  water 
and  cooler  water  outside  the  influence  of  the 
Gulf  Stream.  The  western  and  southwestern 
edges  of  filaments  often  have  well-formed 
“rips,”  that  is,  areas  of  turbulence  caused  by 
the  interaction  of  warmer  Gulf  Stream  waters 
with  cooler  inshore  waters.  These  turbulent 
seawater  fronts  may  concentrate  rows  of 
pelagic  macroalgae  (genus  Sargassum)  and 
flotsam,  which  harbor  or  shelter  prey  attrac- 
tive to  pelagic  birds. 

“Warm-core  eddies”  are  very  large  filaments 
that  eventually  become  separated  from  the 
Gulf  Stream  and  cease  to  move  northward 
with  the  Stream.  Eddies  are  caused  by  deflec- 
tion of  the  Gulf  Stream  by  large  underwater 
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features  such  as  the  Charleston  Bump.  When 
this  phenomenon  occurs  at  the  Charleston 
Bump,  the  Gulf  Stream  proper  bends  sharply 
eastward,  then  back  to  the  northwest,  before 
bending  northeastward  again,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  southward-flowing  Labrador  Cur- 
rent. The  westward  bend  often  splits  into  two 
flows:  the  main  flow,  which  continues  north- 
eastward, and  a counterclockwise-rotating 
eddy  called  the  Charleston  Gyre,  which  moves 
toward  the  southwest  from  the  main  Gulf 
Stream  current.  This  backwards  progression  of 
warm  water  from  the  main  Gulf  Stream  cur- 
rent often  lasts  for  several  days  or  more  before 
it  dissipates.  The  Charleston  Gyre  often  be- 
gins forming  to  the  east-southeast  of  George- 
town and  then  gradually  extends  southwest- 
ward  across  a feature  known  as  the  George- 
town Hole  (centered  at  approximately  32°  34’ 
23.88”  N,  78°  35’  40.26”  W).  Here,  the  south- 
westward-moving  mass  of  warm  water  en- 
counters the  Continental  Shelf  edge,  and  up- 
welling  occurs.  Warm-core  eddies  are  often 
found  much  closer  to  shore  than  the  Gulf 
Stream’s  western  wall,  and  they  can  hold  deep- 
water birds  such  as  the  larger  (Oceanodroma) 
storm-petrels,  gadfly  petrels  (Ptewdroma), 
tropicbirds  (Phaethon),  and  other  warm-water 
specialists. 

Finally,  “weed  lines”  or  “grass  lines,”  the 
hsherman’s  vernacular  for  Sargassum  wind- 
rows, are  elongated  masses  of  pelagic  algae 
brought  from  the  Sargasso  Sea  by  the  Gulf 
Stream.  These  lines  are  often  formed  along 
the  seawater  fronts  and  water  masses  by 
winds  that  push  together  masses  of  Sargas- 
sum and  concentrate  flotsam  and  jetsam  as 
well.  These  algae  masses  primarily  float  on 
the  sea  surface,  but  on  occasion  they  extend 
down  several  meters.  Besides  being  good  in- 
dicators of  the  Gulf  Stream  edge.  Gulf  Stream 
eddies,  water  temperature  boundaries  (that 
is,  seawater  fronts,  or  thermoclines),  weed 
lines  offer  food  and  shelter  to  baitfish,  juve- 
nile pelagic  fish,  crustaceans,  and  other  fau- 
na. They  are  essentially  mobile  reef  commu- 
nities embedded  in  wider,  more  nutrient- 
poor  pelagic  habitat;  they  are  sometimes 
termed  the  “pelagic  drift  community”  (Haney 
1986a). 

Species  accounts 

Offshore  birding  off  South  Carolina  over  the 
past  three  decades,  just  as  in  North  Carolina, 
has  permitted  numerous  revisions  in  the  sta- 
tus of  many  seabirds  previously  unknown  or 
thought  to  be  accidental.  While  South  Caroli- 
na still  lacks  accepted  records  of  many  species 
documented  off  North  Carolina — among 


them.  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  (Thalassarche 
chlororhynchos) , Bermuda  Petrel  (Pterodroma 
cahow),  Fea’s/Zino’s  Petrel  (P  feae/madeira) , 
Trinidade  Petrel  (P  arminjoniana) , Cape  Verde 
Shearwater  (Calonectris  edwardsii),  Bulwer’s 
Petrel  (Bulweria  bulwerii),  Black-bellied 
Storm-Petrel  (Fregetta  tropica),  Swinhoe’s 
Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodroma  monorhis),  Euro- 
pean Storm-Petrel  (Hydrobates  pelagicus), 
Red-billed  Tropicbird  (Phaethon  aethereus), 
Roseate  Tern  (Sterna  dougalli),  Great  Skua 
(Stercorarius  skua),  and  South  Polar  Skua  (S. 
macconnicki) — the  status  of  nearly  a dozen 
species  has  been  revised,  though  many  of  the 
relevant  records  remain  unpublished  or  un- 
summarized. South  Carolina  waters  are  here- 
in defined  as  those  waters  bounded  by  lati- 
tude 33°  51’  07.9”  N on  the  north  and  by  32° 
02’  N on  the  south,  and  extending  seaward 
200  nautical  miles  (nmi),  or  368.25  km,  from 
the  nearest  point  of  land. 

The  species  accounts  below  offer  the  most 
current  information,  but  they  are  worded 
conservatively;  in  many  cases,  greater  birding 
coverage  in  deepwater  areas,  particularly  dur- 
ing the  peak  of  spring  migration  and  in  the 
cooler  months,  would  reveal  that  species 
thought  to  be  rather  rare  are  in  fact  fairly 
common  passage  migrants  during  a narrow 
window  of  time,  particularly  in  spring  sea- 
sons with  abundant  easterly  winds,  or  are 
fairly  regular  wintering  species.  Georgia,  a 
state  with  moderate  pelagic  seabird  data  (see 
Haney  1983,  Beaton  et  al.  2003),  also  lacks 
records  of  most  of  the  species  listed  above,  ex- 
ceptions being  one  sight  report  of  a 
Fea’s/Zino’s  Petrel  9 November  1984  (Haney 
et  al.  1993),  several  records  of  South  Polar 
Skua  (Hass  1993),  one  record  of  Red-billed 
Tropicbird  (Haney  1984),  and  at  least  one 
record  of  Roseate  Tern  (Beaton  et  al.  2003). 
Some  of  the  birds  detailed  in  this  paper  were 
recorded  in  Georgia  waters;  these  waters  are 
defined  herein  as  bounded  by  latitude  32°  02’ 
N on  the  north  and  30°  42’  45.6”  N on  the 
south,  and  extending  seaward  368.25  km 
from  the  nearest  point  of  land.  The  Georgia 
records  are  noted  as  such  in  the  species  ac- 
counts. 

Northern  Fulmar 
(Fulmanis  glacialis) 

Very  rare  and  localized  offshore  visitor,  January 
through  early  March,  during  incursion  years; 
casual  to  accidental  in  other  years. 

Northern  Fulmars  were  observed  on  ten  oc- 
casions during  two  winters  off  South  Carolina, 
in  December-January  1988  and  Janu- 
ary-February  1989,  while  the  author  was 


working  on  the  M/V  Marsh  Grass,  a seasonal 
commercial  bottom-fishing  vessel  docked  in 
Charleston;  this  vessel  was  also  a sport-fishing 
charter  vessel  during  the  spring/summer  sea- 
sons. During  winter,  the  Marsh  Grass  func- 
tioned as  a commercial  grouper/snapper  fish- 
ing vessel  and  also  carried  tuna  fishing  gear, 
which  was  used  when  surface-feeding  tuna 
were  sighted.  Northern  Fulmars  were  ob- 
served around  commercial  bottom-fishing  op- 
erations, when  the  fulmars  came  to  feed  with 
other  pelagic  birds  on  discarded  bycatch,  fish 
entrails,  and  other  chum.  On  one  occasion,  a 
fulmar  fed  upon  popcorn  and  sandwiches 
tossed  overboard.  Fulmars  were  also  seen  in 
association  with  bird  flocks  attracted  to  bait- 
fish  driven  to  the  surface  by  larger  predatory 
fish. 

Fulmar  observations  were  invariably  over 
hardgrounds  along  the  Continental  Slope,  ad- 
jacent deep  water.  Depths  at  these  sightings 
ranged  from  approximately  35  to  65  meters, 
and  the  water  temperature  ranged  from  circa 
9-11°  C (48-52°  F).  The  majority  of  fulmar 
observations  occurred  near  a feature  known  as 
the  “Southwest  Banks,”  a large  area  of  live  bot- 
tom reefs  roughly  95  km  east-southeast  of 
Charleston  Harbor  (centered  at  approximately 
32°  29’  48.66”  N,  78°  47’  48.36”  ’W).  Other 
fulmar  encounters  occurred  along  the  45-m 
Shelf  break  to  the  southwest  and  northeast  of 
the  Southwest  Banks,  primarily  to  the  north- 
east, just  inshore  of  a feature  known  as  the 
Winyah  Scarp  (centered  at  approximately  32° 
47’  29.1”  N,  78°  19’  22.68”  W).  No  more  than 
two  fulmars  were  ever  observed  simultaneous- 
ly. The  highest  single-day  count  was  three  in- 
dividuals in  mid-February  1990;  the  individu- 
als were  distinguished  by  color  morph  and 
plumage  patterns. 

This  species  is  found  almost  annually  on 
pelagic  trips  off  Virginia  and  North  Carolina; 
numbers  fluctuate  interannually.  In  some  years. 
North  Carolina  pelagic  trips  encounter  dozens 
of  individuals  Q-  b-  Patteson,  pers.  comm.). 
Haney  reported  the  species  off  Georgia  on  21 
February  1983  (Haney  1983),  8 February  1984 
(Haney  et  al.  1986),  and  on  five  other  occa- 
sions (Haney  1986d).  The  first  record  of  the 
species  for  South  Carolina  came  from  Kiawah 
Island  on  27  February  1998,  when  a dead  juve- 
nile light-morph  bird  was  discovered  on  the 
beach  (specimen  ChM  1998.13.010;  Post  et  al. 
1998).  Off  South  Carolina,  the  author  recorded 
fulmars  at  Southwest  Banks  on  the  following 
dates  (single  birds  unless  otherwise  noted):  30 
December  1988,  15,  21,  and  27  January  1989, 
7,  20  [2  birds],  and  28 January  1990,  and  1 and 
17  [3  birds]  February  1990. 


190 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


PELAGIC  BIRDS  OFF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  NORTHERN  GEORGIA 


Black-capped  Petrel 
(Pterodroma  hasitata) 

Uncommon  well  offshore  April-October,  typi- 
cally from  the  western  portions  of  the  Gulf 
Stream  shoreward  to  the  200-m  contour.  Rare 
offshore  April-October  from  the  200-m  con- 
tour shoreward  to  the  60-m  contour,  usually 
in  association  with  Gulf  Stream  eddies  or  ab- 
normally westerly  Gulf  Stream  edge  (see 
Haney  1986b,  1986c,  1987;  pers.  obs.). 

From  March  through  early  May,  Black- 
capped  Petrels  are  often  observed  closer  to 
shore  off  North  Carolina,  in  waters  as  shallow 
as  30-40  m (pers.  obs.;  J.  B.  Patteson,  pers. 
comm.).  The  inshore  movements  in  spring  off 
South  Carolina  are  usually  associated  with 
temporary  localized  upwellings  over/near  live 
bottom  areas;  examples  of  such  locations  in- 
clude the  Edisto  Banks,  Royal  Terrace,  South- 
west Banks,  and  the  Winyah  Scarp.  Recent 
records  of  the  species  in  October  at  depths  of 
less  than  90  m may  indicate  a fall  influx  into 
shallower  waters  that  mirrors  the  species’ 
spring  movements.  The  lack  of  South  Caroli- 
na records  in  the  cold  months  is  probably  in- 
dicative of  insufficient  coverage  of  Gulf 
Stream  waters  November-March;  there  are 
records  of  the  species  for  every  month  off 
North  Carolina. 

Black-capped  Petrels  have  been  observed 
on  all  deepwater  pelagic  birding  trips  off 
South  Carolina  since  2003  (Table  1),  and 
many  have  been  documented  with  photo- 
graphs (Figures  2-9).  Birding  trips  venturing 
into  north  Georgia  waters  from  South  Car- 
olina ports  have  also  recorded  Black-capped 
Petrels  in  numbers  with  regularity.  Recent 
birding  trips  off  South  Carolina  have  em- 
ployed slicks  of  fish  oil  (cod  liver,  Men- 
haden oils)  and  shark  liver  chum  to  attract 
Black-capped  Petrels.  In  addition  to  the 
slicks’  olfactory  attractors,  the  circling  and 
landing  petrels  surely  serve  to  recruit  more 
petrels  visually.  Thus,  counts  of  the  species 
on  recent  South  Carolina  trips  have  been 
higher  than  during  research  cruises  and 
birding  trips  that  did  not  employ  such  meth- 
ods of  chumming. 

Manx  Shearwater 

(Puffinus  puffinus) 

Rare  but  annual  visitor,  mostly  December-April, 
clearly  more  regular  and  occurs  in  greater 
numbers  than  previously  suspected;  found 
mainly  in  Continental  Shelf  and  Slope  waters. 

The  first  documented  specimen  of  Manx 
Shearwater  for  the  state  was  a partially  oiled, 
tideline  corpse  found  by  Will  Post  and  Mark 
Spinks  17  April  1991  on  Cape  Island,  South 


Carolina  (specimen  ChM  1992.15.053;  Post 
and  Spinks  1993).  There  are  three  previous 
South  Carolina  records  listed  in  Haney 
(1986),  all  of  single  birds,  29  September 
1983,  10  October  1983,  and  7 April  1985,  all 
well  offshore  (112-155  km  from  shore);  Lee 
(1995)  lists  another  Haney  record,  17  April 
1985,  at  32°  53’  N,  78°  53’  E.  These  birds  were 
found  in  water  ranging  in  temperature  from 
10°  to  28.3°  C and  ranging  in  depth  from  20 
to  300  meters  (Lee  1995).  On  multiple  occa- 
sions during  the  late  1980s,  the  author  ob- 
served single  Manx  Shearwaters  from  com- 
mercial fishing  vessels  off  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  Dates  recorded  include  single  birds 
at  the  Southwest  Banks  21  January  1989;  at 
Winyah  Scarp  17  February  1990;  and  at 
Georgetown  Hole  19  March  1990.  Other  sin- 
gle Manx  Shearwaters  (specific  dates  not 
recorded)  were  occasionally  seen  feeding 
upon  surface-stranded  bycatch  from  commer- 
cial fishing  operations;  these  records  were  in 
February  and  March,  roughly  95  km 
east-southeast  of  the  Charleston  harbor  en- 
trance, in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  South- 
west Banks.  In  addition,  there  are  two  unpub- 
lished spring  records  from  South  Carolina. 
On  10  April  2004,  the  author  and  C.  Hocevar 
observed  a Manx  64  km  east-southeast  of 
Charleston.  On  9 April  2005,  1.  Pitts,  S. 
Compton,  and  the  author  observed  one  about 
60  km  southeast  of  Charleston. 

Given  the  abundance  of  records  of  north- 
bound spring  migrant  Manx  off  Florida  and 
North  Carolina,  it  is  likely  that  many  more 
pass  through  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  wa- 
ters than  have  been  detected  thus  far.  More- 
over, summer-period  records  from  North  Car- 
olina have  increased  in  recent  years,  and  the 
species  should  be  looked  for  year-round  off 
South  Carolina. 

Sooty  Shearwater 
(Puffinus  griseus) 

Rare  but  annual  April-June,  during  migration. 

Single  Sooty  Shearwaters  were  observed 
three  times  (out  of  eight  forays)  off  South 
Carolina  in  May-June  2004  and  2005  (Table 
1).  Records  have  all  been  inshore  of  the  west- 
ern Gulf  Stream  edge,  usually  in  less  than 
200-m  depths,  often  near  the  50-fathom 
ledge,  a rather  steep  underwater  shelf  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Continental  Slope. 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  castro) 

Locally  uncommon  visitor,  late  May  through  late 
August,  to  certain  deepwater  areas  and  ocean- 
ic features,  found  in  water  with  >26.7°  C (80° 


F)  surface  temperature. 

First  discovered  in  South  Carolina  waters 
by  Jay  Shuler  (1978)  in  1975,  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  was  until  recently  classified  as 
casual  in  South  Carolina  waters  (Post  and 
Gauthreaux  1989).  However,  recent  pelagic 
birding  trips  off  South  Carolina — which  trav- 
el to  deeper  waters  and  utilize  effective 
chumming  techniques — have  proven  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  to  be  a localized  late- 
spring  and  summer  resident  of  South  Caroli- 
na waters  beyond  the  Continental  Shelf. 
Numbers  of  this  species  off  South  Carolina 
peak  in  early  and  middle  June,  with  reduced 
numbers  present  from  late  June  through  mid- 
August.  Numbers  fall  through  late  August 
and  early  September;  there  are  no  records 
from  late  September.  The  species  is  detected 
on  nearly  every  Gulf  Stream  pelagic  birding 
trip  out  of  the  North  Carolina  Outer  Banks 
during  the  May-August  season  0-  B.  Patte- 
son, pers.  comm.)  and  also  occurs  along  the 
Gulf  Stream  edge  off  Georgia  at  this  time  of 
year  (Haney  1985;  pers.  obs.). 

Off  South  Carolina,  there  are  certain  loca- 
tions slightly  offshore  of  the  200-m  contour 
where  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  are  found 
most  consistently,  regardless  of  the  position  of 
the  western  wall  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  These  ar- 
eas are  characterized  by  semi-permanent  deep- 
water upwellings  over  depressions  that  are  sig- 
nificantly deeper  than  the  surrounding  area. 
The  upwellings  are  caused  when  Gulf  Stream 
eddies.  Gulf  Stream  edge  flow,  or  generalized 
northward  current  flow  passes  over  depres- 
sions adjacent  to  sharp  rises  in  the  Blake 
Plateau.  The  minerals  and  nutrients  in  these 
upwellings  nourish  phytoplankton,  which  at- 
tracts organisms  all  the  way  up  the  food  chain. 
Haney  (1985)  noted  that  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrels  also  favor  ephemeral  upwellings  caused 
when  the  Gulf  Stream  moves  offshore  (east- 
ward) over  several  consecutive  days,  as  well  as 
cold-core  edges  between  Gulf  Stream  eddies 
and  the  Stream  proper. 

Records  from  late  April  through  August 
(Table  1)  come  most  consistently  from  the 
following  areas:  the  “380  Hole”  (named  for  its 
depth  in  fathoms;  32°  07’  36.6”  N,  78°  56’ 
42.0”  W);  an  unnamed  sea  valley  that  lies 
0.8-5. 6 km  southeast  of  the  380  Hole;  the 
Beaufort  Valley  (32°  23’  25.1”  N,  78°  13’  04.7” 
W);  an  unnamed  sea  valley  between  32°  N, 
79°  W and  32°  05’  N,  79°  W,  thus  spanning 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina;  and  the  “226 
Hole,”  a feature  just  south  of  the  South  Car- 
olina/Georgia border,  centered  at  32°  00’ 
41.2”  N,  79°  05’  46.4”  W.  On  the  seven 
Charleston,  South  Carolina  pelagic  trips  that 
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Table  1.  Selected  species  of  birds  observed  on  pelagic  birding  and  fishing  trips  off  South  Carolina  and  northern  Georgia,  2003-2006. 


8/24/03 

9/20/03 

9/27/03 

4/10/04 

5/19/04 

5/30/04 

6/18/04 

4/9/05 

5/14/05 

5/19/05 

5/28/05 

Trip  type 

headboat  + 
chum 

headboat 

chum 

headboat  + 
chum 

headboat  + 
chum 

Sportfish+ 

trolling 

birding-only 

Pelagic 

birding-only 

Pelagic 

headboat  -t- 
chum 

headboat-i- 

chum 

sportfish+ 

trolling 

birding-only 

Pelagic 

Black-capped  Petrel 

1 

12 

11 

3 

16 

2 

2 

11 

5 

Cory's  Shearwater 

15 

65 

115 

43 

12 

19 

11 

43 

14 

Greater  Shearwater 

2 

1 

6 

1 

6 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

4 

7 

3 

9 

23 

19 

19 

9 

27 

Sooty  Shearwater 

1 

1 

1 

Manx  Shearwater 

1 

1 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

3 

6 

1 

35 

17 

22 

41 

35 

32 

Band-rumped  Storm  Petrel 

6 

5 

2 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

Arctic  Tern 

4 

4 

4 

Sooty  Tern 

12 

11 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Bridled  Tern 

14 

16 

2 

1 

3 

11 

11 

Brown  Noddy 

1 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

2 

1 

1 

Red  Phalarope 

2 

4 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

12 

8 

15 

350 

28 

21 

dark  Pterodroma 

unidentified  Pterodroma 

1 

unidentified  phalarope 

12 

unidentified  jaeger 

4 

Note:  numbers  in  bold  indicate  photographed/videotaped  birds 


encountered  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
(Table  1),  all  birds  were  found  in  water 
350-762  m deep,  with  surface  temperatures 
that  ranged  between  26.8°  and  29.44°  C 
(80.3°-85°  F).  The  species  appears  to  be  soli- 
tary for  the  most  part,  but  during  spring  mi- 
gration (late  May  through  early  June),  multi- 
ple individuals  are  often  observed  in  close 
proximity.  On  30  May  2004,  Burton  Moore 
obtained  two  photographs  of  the  species  104 
km  southeast  of  Charleston  at  the  “380  Flole” 
(Figure  10). 

Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodwma  leucorlwa) 

Rare  spring  migrant,  late  April  through  mid- 
June. 

Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  has  been  observed  on 
six  occasions  off  South  Carolina  in 
2004-2005  (Table  1).  It  is  likely  that  more 
trips  to  deep  water  in  the  warmer  months  will 
produce  more  records,  as  off  North  Carolina, 
where  the  species  can  be  relatively  numerous 
between  late  May  and  August  0-  B.  Patteson, 
pers.  comm.). 


White-tailed  Tropiebird 
(Phaethon  lepturus) 

Rare  offshore,  mid-May  through  August. 

Encountered  more  often  in  some  years  than 
in  others,  with  below-average  numbers  present 
since  2003.  Found  in  Gulf  Stream  waters,  along 
the  western  Gulf  Stream  edge,  and  in  “blended” 
waters  of  the  Continental  Shelf.  Crews  aboard 
Charleston  area  sport-fishing  boats  and  head 
boats  report  tropiebirds  annually,  with  most  re- 
ports occurring  in  late  May  and  June.  During  the 
late  1980s  and  early  1990s,  Randolph  Scott, 
Captain  of  the  Carolina  Clipper  charter  fishing 
boat,  reported  White-tailed  Tropiebirds  off 
South  Carolina  on  multiple  occasions  during 
late  May  and  June  to  Dennis  Forsythe  (Post  and 
McNair  1993).  The  author  also  encountered 
White-tailed  Tropiebirds  off  South  Carolina 
multiple  times  annually  in  late  spring  during  the 
mid-to-late  1980s,  and,  more  recently,  an  adult 
on  19  June  2006,  just  north  of  the  South  Caroli- 
na/Georgia border  at  32°  03’  28.5”  N,  78°  55’ 
19.32”,  over  400-m  depths.  In  late  May  2003 
and  late  May  2004  (Memorial  Day  weekends), 
the  first  mate  of  the  Thunderstar  sport-fishing 


boat  reported  White-tailed  Tropiebirds  to  the 
author.  Red-billed  Tropiebird  could  well  be  in- 
volved in  some  of  fishermen's  reports  of  trop- 
iebirds; North  Carolina  has  about  30  records  of 
the  species  Q-  B.  Patteson,  pers.  comm.). 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 
(Fregata  magnificens) 

Very  rare  visitor  along  the  coast  in  spring  and 
offshore  in  summer. 

Onshore  observations  of  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  grow  more  common  during  May 
and  early  June,  when  incursions  of  the  species 
may  extend  well  up  the  Eastern  Seaboard. 
Offshore,  birds  are  usually  encountered  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  in  waters  beyond 
the  200-m  contour.  Off  South  Carolina,  sight- 
ings of  frigatebirds  have  often  occurred  in 
conjunction  with  the  presence  of  Blue  Marlin. 

Great  Skua 
(Stercorarius  skua) 

Hypothetical. 

On  27  January  and  17  February  1990,  the 
author  observed  a skua  (large  Stercorarius; 
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continued  from  facing  page 

6/10/05 

8/13/05 

8/20/05 

9/17/05 

7/15/06 

8/5/06 

Trip  type 

sportfishT 

trolling 

birding-oniy 

Pelagic 

birding-only 

Pelagic 

birding-only 

Pelagic 

sportfish-i- 

trolling 

sportfish+ 

trolling 

Black-capped  Petrel 

12 

23 

4 

22 

2 

56 

Cory's  Shearwater 

162 

107 

27 

14 

51 

184 

Greater  Shearwater 

lil 

4 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

11 

12 

5 

9 

17 

138 

Sooty  Shearwater 

Manx  Shearwater 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

214 

14 

11 

3 

54 

23 

Band-rumped  Storm  Petrel 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

1 

Arctic  Tern 

Sooty  Tern 

3 

9 

2 

10 

2 

13 

Bridled  Tern 

13 

12 

31 

14 

9 

19 

Brown  Noddy 

1 

1 

1 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

Red  Phalarope 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

5 

11 

dark  Pterodroma 

1 

unidentified  Pterodroma 

1 

unidentified  phalarope 

unidentified  Jaeger 

formerly  Catharacta)  off  South  Carolina.  The 
birds  appeared  uniformly  dark,  with  broad 
wings,  heavy  neck,  and  wide  tail.  The  hrst, 
seen  more  clearly,  showed  no  pale  collar.  Both 
sightings  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Southwest  Banks,  the  hrst  directly  over  the 
south  end  of  the  Banks,  the  other  took  place 
between  Banks  and  the  Georgetown  Hole.  In 
neither  of  these  cases  could  South  Polar  Skua 
or  other  species  of  skua  be  conclusively  ruled 
out  (see  Brinkley  1994).  Both  Great  and 
South  Polar  Skuas  have  been  documented  off 
North  Carolina,  the  former  mostly  in  winter, 
the  latter  mostly  spring  through  fall.  There 
are  no  hrm  records  of  Great  Skua  south  of 
North  Carolina.  Off  Georgia,  South  Polar 
Skua  has  been  documented  at  least  three 
times  (Beaton  et  al.  2003)  and  is  certainly  an 
expected  spring  migrant  and  summer/fall  vis- 
itor to  South  Carolina  waters,  as  in  North 
Carolina  waters,  where  recorded  annually. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (Rissa  tridactyla) 
Rare  offshore,  late  December  through  mid- 
March;  very  rare  to  casual  closer  to  shore  in 


winter,  at  locations  such  as  the  Charleston  jet- 
ties, Murrell’s  Inlet  jetties,  Winyah  Bay  jetties, 
and  the  Fripp  Island  shipwreck. 

Off  South  Carolina,  -wintering  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  are  found  in  the  cooler  waters  that 
lie  well  inshore  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  They  are 
most  often  found  along  the  Continental  Shelf 
break,  mainly  from  Edisto  Beach  northwards. 
This  is  perhaps  due  to  the  larger  expanses  of 
cold  water  north  of  Edisto  Island.  The  author 
frequently  observed  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
scavenging  near  commercial  bottom-fishing 
vessels  during  winter.  It  is  not  uncommon  for 
three  or  four  of  these  vessels  to  spend  days 
anchored  around  areas  such  as  the  Southwest 
Banks  or  Winyah  Scarp.  The  prolonged  pres- 
ence of  these  boats  and  their  offal  serves  to  at- 
tract and  retain  flocks  of  birds  that  can  in- 
clude Black-legged  Kittiwakes.  The  species 
was  recorded  feeding  upon  discarded  small 
hsh  (12-15  cm),  the  eyes  of  larger  discarded 
fish,  discarded  fish  entrails,  popcorn,  and  on 
baitfish  driven  to  the  surface  by  predators. 
Feeding  flocks  of  kittiwakes  were  observed  on 
roughly  two- thirds  of  winter  trips  to  hard- 


ground  reefs  along  the  Continental  Shelf 
when  large  commercial  grouper/snapper 
boats  were  present.  Counts  range  from  three 
to  12  birds,  the  latter  maximum  recorded  17 
February  1990  at  Winyah  Scarp. 

Arctic  Tern 
(Sterna  paradisaea) 

Rare  offshore  spring  migrant,  late  April  through 
late  May. 

Though  it  has  proven  difficult  to  obtain  di- 
agnostic photographs  and  videotape  of  this 
species,  it  is  now  observed  almost  annually 
off  South  Carolina  by  experienced  observers 
(Table  1).  The  South  Carolina  Bird  Records 
Committee  recently  reviewed,  and  accepted 
as  valid,  videotape  of  this  species  obtained  by 
Jack  Peachey  off  Murrells  Inlet,  South  Caroli- 
na in  May  2004  (Slyce  et  al.  2005).  Off  South 
Carolina,  Arctic  Terns  have  usually  been  en- 
countered in  the  “blended”  waters  of  the 
Continental  Slope,  also  favored  by  shearwa- 
ters and  other  tern  species.  In  this  zone,  tur- 
bid inshore  waters  mix  with  the  clearer,  more 
saline  water  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  Arctic  Terns 
are  frequently  found  near  Sargassum  masses 
and  along  thermoclines,  the  latter  often  visi- 
ble because  of  a distinctive  color  change  be- 
tween cooler  green  water  and  warmer  blue 
water  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  On  their  north- 
bound migration  in  spring,  most  Arctic  Terns 
likely  occur  east  of  the  western  Gulf  Stream 
boundary  and  thus  escape  detection  by  mid- 
Atlantic  observers,  though  easterly  winds  oc- 
casionally result  in  larger  counts  on  the  west- 
ern wall  of  the  Stream  (Lee  and  Cardiff  1993, 
Brinkley  1994;  J.  B.  Patteson,  pers.  comm.). 
The  author  has  also  observed  Arctic  Tern 
flocks  shadowing  schools  of  surface-feeding 
Yellowhn  Tuna  (Thunnus  albacares)  along  the 
eastern  Gulf  Stream  edge  off  Florida.  Perhaps 
the  eastern  Gulf  Stream  edge  serves  as  a mi- 
gration route  for  Arctic  Terns  in  spring. 

Brown  Noddy 
(Anous  stolidus) 

Rare  late  summer  and  fall  visitor;  formerly  typ- 
ically encountered  on  shore  during  or  just  af- 
ter the  passage  of  tropical  cyclones  and  until 
recently,  considered  casual  offshore  and  in  pe- 
riods of  normal  weather  (Post  et  al.  2005). 

During  spring  2005,  summer  of  2005,  and 
summer  2006,  both  adult  and  immature 
Brown  Noddies  were  encountered  in  South 
Carolina  waters  (Table  1).  The  observations 
had  no  obvious  connection  with  tropical 
storms,  hurricanes,  or  other  severe  weather. 
Brown  Noddy  was  observed  off  South  Caroli- 
na on  four  of  1 1 offshore  birding/fishing  trips 
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in  2005  and  2006,  and  these  records  are  reported  in 
detail  below.  Prior  to  2005,  South  Carolina  had 
four  Brown  Noddy  specimens  and  seven  sight  re- 
ports (Post  et  al.  2005). 

On  28  May  2005,  a pelagic  birding  trip  encoun- 
tered an  adult  Brown  Noddy  108  km  southeast  of 
Fort  Sumter,  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Gulf 
Stream;  the  bird  was  hrst  observed  at  32°  02’  24.2” 
N,  79°  04’  37.1”  W,  flying  along  an  extremely  large 
Sargassum  weed  line  that  ran  for  several  kilometers. 
Water  depth  at  this  location  was  442  m and  water 
temperature  was  27°  C (80.6°  F).  Other  birds  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  were  Black-capped  Petrel, 
Audubon’s  Shearwater  (Piiffinus  Ihenninieri),  and 
Cory’s  Shearwater  (Calonectris  diomedea).  Ob- 
servers included  L.  Glover,  C.  Snook,  C.  Feeney,  S. 
Compton,  J.  B.  Hines,  W.  Hemby  and  the  author. 
Compton  and  Feeney  obtained  diagnostic  photo- 
graphs of  the  bird. 

On  13  August  2005,  a pelagic  birding  trip  dis- 
covered an  immature  Brown  Noddy  72.5  km  south- 
east of  Charleston  in  30-m  deep  water,  where  a 
ledge  drops  sharply  to  ca.  61-m  depths;  the  lo- 
cation is  32°  16’  57.1”  N,  79°  06’  57.9”  W.  The 


Figure  3.  This  Black-capped  Petrel  was  located  on 
17  September  2O0S  about  201  km  east  of  Oss- 
abaw  Sound,  Georgia,  over  the  near  end  of  the 
Charleston  Bump,  which  lies  131  km  southeast  of 
Charleston.  Many  of  the  pelagic  birding  trips  that 
depart  from  Charleston  harbor  visit  northern 
Georgia  waters  as  well  as  South  Carolina  waters, 
and  these  trips  usually  encounter  Black-capped 
Petrels.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 


Figure  4.  Black-capped  Petrel  flying  with  a 
piece  of  shark  liver  at  the  "226  Hole,"  a 435-m 
depression  located  just  seaward  of  the  1 80-m 
contour,  on  13  August  2O0S.  The  location  lies 
104  km  southeast  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina 
and  about  172  km  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Sa- 
vannah River.  Patient  chumming  utilizing  fish 
oils  and  shark's  liver  has  proved  to  be  an  excel- 
lent method  to  study  this  species  well  off  South 
Carolina.  Photograph  by  Chris  Snook. 


bird  was  in  the  presence  of  Common  Terns 
(Sterna  hirundo)  and  Bridled  Terns  (Onychopri- 
on  anaethetus).  Observers  included  L.  Glover, 

S.  Calver,  C.  Snook,  J.  B.  Hines,  C.  Feeney,  and 
the  author. 

On  17  September  2005,  a pelagic  birding  trip 
encountered  an  immature  Brown  Noddy  90  km 
southeast  of  Charleston  and  141  km  east  of  ex- 
treme northern  Tybee  Island,  Georgia.  The  nod- 
dy was  over  76-m-deep  water,  with  four  Cory’s 
Shearwaters,  two  adult  and  three  juvenile  Sooty 
Terns  (Onychoprion  fuscatus),  and  5 Bridled 
Terns.  The  flock  was  hrst  sighted  in  Georgia 
waters  at  32°  00’  45.4”  N,  79°  19’  54.1”  W.  The 
birds  were  following  a school  of  foraging  hsh, 
apparently  Little  Tunny  (Euthynnus  allettera- 
tus),  which  was  driving  baithsh  to  the  surface.  We 
followed  this  flock  for  4 km  and  lost  it  while  on  a 
heading  in  a northeasterly  direction  through  South 
Carolina  waters  (32°  02’  59.5”  N,  79°  18’  58.1”  W). 
Observers  included].  Sewell,  D.  Vickers,  C.  Feeney, 
J.  B.  Hines,  A.  Mercer,  and  the  author. 

On  5 August  2006,  a pelagic  sport-hshing  expedi- 
tion with  the  author  aboard  encountered  an  adult 
Brown  Noddy  121  km  southeast  of  Charleston  at 
32°  02’  33.9”  N,  78°  48’  02.3”  W.  The  bird  was  pa- 
trolling a Snrgassum  line  between  the  edge  of  the 
Gulf  Stream  and  a signihcant  deepwater  upwelling. 
This  location  is  at  the  southeastern  end  of  a 15-km- 
long  sea  valley,  whose  other  end  lies  near  the 
seafloor  depression  known  as  the  “380  Hole.”  A 
mini-DV  format  videotape  of  this  bird,  converted  to 
MPEG  video  hie  and  a frame-grab  still  image,  are 
posted  on  the  Internet  (<http://www.crbo. 
net/August06Noddy.html>). 


Figure  5.  This  Black-capped  Petrel  and  this  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  were  photographed  in 
the  Gulf  Stream  1 08  km  southeast  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  (or  about  1 61  km  east  of 
Hilton  Head  Island)  on  20  August  2005.  Black-capped  Petrels  show  variable  appearance  in 
the  white  collar,  from  starkly  white-collared  birds  (here,  and  Figures  4, 6-9)  to  more 
dusky-naped  birds  (Figure  3).  The  majority  show  white  collars.  Photograph  by  Chris  Snook. 
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Figure  6.  This  photograph  shows  four  molting  Black-capped  Petrels  and  a Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  106  km  southeast  of  Charleston  13  August  2005.  Black-capped  Petrels  often  roost  on  the  water  with  storm- 
petrels.  Photograph  by  Chris  Snook. 


Figure  7.  This  juvenile  Black-capped  Petrel  is  in  the  process  of  landing  to 
take  chum  161  km  east  of  Hilton  Head  Island,  South  Carolina,  20  August 
2005.  Black-capped  Petrels  swallowing  food  are  often  observed  rocking 
or  pumping  the  head  and  body  up  and  down,  sometimes  with  tail  and 

wings  raised  (see  Haney  1 987).  Photograph  by  Chris  Snook. 


Figures  8, 9.  This  Black-capped  Petrel  can  be  aged  as  a juvenile  by  the  neat,  pale  fringes  of  the  greater  secondary  coverts.  The 
species  is  often  said  to  have  a "white  rump,"  but  in  fact  the  rump  is  dark  brown,  while  the  bases  of  the  rectrices  and  rectrix 
coverts  are  mostly  white.  Black-capped  Petrels  tend  to  fly  with  spread  wings  and  tail  mostly  under  low  wind  conditions  and 
when  foraging  actively;  when  traveling  dynamically  in  higher  winds,  the  species  has  a sleeker  appearance,  with  wings  and 

tail  trimmed.  Photographs  by  Chris  Snook. 


Figure  1 0.  A species  first  detected  in  1 975  off  South 
Carolina,  when  it  was  called  "Harcourt's  Storm-Pe- 
trel," Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  was  first  document- 
ed by  photograph  in  the  state  only  much  later.  This 
bird  was  photographed  above  a seawater  upwelling 
at  the  "380  Hole,"  located  1 05  km  southeast  of 
Charleston,  on  30  May  2004.  The  taxonomy  of  this 
species  is  still  very  much  In  flux,  and  it  is  possible 
that  multiple  taxa  of  Band-rumpeds  occur  off  the 
Southeast.  Photograph  by  Burton  E.  Moore,  III. 
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Abstract 

This  paper  summarizes  records  of  pelagic 
seabirds  from  1901  offshore  trips  in  the  central 
and  southern  South  Atlantic  Bight,  from  Geor- 
gia to  central  Florida.  Most  of  these  records 
have  not  been  previously  published  or  summa- 
rized. Additionally,  the  status  of  several  other 
species  not  yet  recorded  in  offshore  waters  is 
considered,  either  because  the  species  has  been 
recorded  farther  north,  off  North  Carolina,  or 
in  the  South  Atlantic  Bight  in  inshore  waters  or 
as  a beachcast  specimen.  Finally,  this  paper 
identihes  gaps  in  present  knowledge  of  seabird 
distribution  in  the  region. 

Introduction 

Pelagic  bird  distribution  is  still  one  of  the 
great  ornithological  frontiers  of  the  south- 
eastern United  States.  Few  data  are  available 
for  seabirds  in  the  waters  from  Florida  to 
southernmost  North  Carolina,  in  the  so- 
called  South  Atlantic  Bight.  Other  than  J. 
Christopher  Haney’s  173  days  of  seabird  sur- 
veys made  between  1982  and  1985  from 
Florida  to  the  Carolinas  (see  references  in 
Literature  section),  there  have  been  no  regu- 
lar surveys  of  birds  made  in  this  region,  and 
for  this  reason,  there  are  gaps  in  knowledge 
of  the  distribution,  abundance,  and  seasonal- 
ity of  many  of  the  species  that  are  found 


here.  The  exhaustive  Birdlife  of  Florida 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994)  includes 
very  few  records  from  offshore  waters,  as 
there  have  been  no  regularly  scheduled 
pelagic  trips  out  of  any  Florida  port.  Most  of 
the  state’s  records  of  pelagic  species  are  from 
dead  or  moribund  individuals  washed  up  on 
the  beaches.  Likewise,  Georgia  (Beaton  et  al. 
2003)  and  South  Carolina  (Post  and  Gau- 
threaux  1989,  Post  and  McNair  1993)  have 
relatively  few  records  of  truly  pelagic  species 
from  their  territorial  waters  compared  to 
states  to  the  north. 

J.  Brian  Patteson’s  birding  trips  off  North 
Carolina,  which  began  with  a regular  sched- 
ule in  1993,  have  provided  a wealth  of  data  on 
the  segment  of  the  Gulf  Stream  between  Ore- 
gon Inlet  and  Hatteras  and  offer  just  a hint  at 
what  probably  remains  to  be  documented  off 
states  farther  to  the  south.  His  discovery  of  at 
least  five  tubenose  species  new  to  North 
American  waters — and  his  evidence  that  sev- 
eral other  taxa  once  thought  rare  are  in  fact 
regular  visitors  to  these  waters — indicates 
how  little  is  really  known  about  the  move- 
ments of  pelagic  species  off  the  Southeast. 
This  paper  summarizes  previously  unreport- 
ed data  from  the  area  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  off 
the  states  of  Georgia  and  Florida  and  suggests 
avenues  for  future  research. 


The  South  Atlantic  Bight 

The  “South  Atlantic  Bight”  is  a convenient 
term  that  describes  the  offshore  waters  that 
extend  from  about  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Car- 
olina to  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida.  A bight  is 
dehned  as  a long,  gradual  bend  or  recess  in 
the  coastline  that  forms  a large,  open  bay.  The 
label — if  not  entirely  accurate  in  oceano- 
graphic terms  (bights  are  usually  more  tightly 
bounded  embayments)  or  in  geographical 
terms  (the  South  Atlantic  lies  south  of  the 
Equator) — is  nevertheless  useful  because  the 
region  has  many  features  that  distinguish  it 
from  neighboring  regions.  Here,  the  Conti- 
nental Shelf  varies  from  40  to  140  km  wide 
and  is  covered  patchily  (20  per  cent  of  the 
shelf  bottom)  by  rock  reefs  supporting  algae 
and  animals,  known  as  hardground  reefs  (or 
“live  bottoms”).  This  is  a higher  percentage  of 
hard  bottom  than  is  found  in  regions  to  the 
north  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Florida  Keys.  The  Bight  is 
strongly  influenced  by  the  Gulf  Stream  as  it 
flows  through  the  Straits  of  Florida  and  heads 
northward  toward  Cape  Hatteras  before  it 
veers  northeastward  into  the  North  Atlantic. 
Over  this  distance  of  approximately  1120  km 
(700  mi),  the  Stream  lies  just  2 km  off  the 
coast  of  Florida  at  West  Palm  Beach,  up  to  50 
km  off  Cape  Canaveral,  passing  about  170  km 
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offshore  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  then  again 
closer  to  land,  usually  about  50  km  off  Cape 
Hatteras.  It  averages  90  km  wide  and  main- 
tains an  average  surface  temperature  of  84“  F 
in  the  summer  and  74°  F in  the  winter.  This 
provides  a unique  ecosystem  that  is  markedly 
warmer  than  surrounding  waters,  especially 
in  winter  and  spring. 

Between  Florida  and  North  Carolina,  this 
ecosystem  is  fairly  homogeneous.  Fish 
species  diversity  and  seasonality  is  quite  sim- 
ilar throughout  the  Bight;  the  well-known 
pelagic  sport  fish  species  of  Blue  Marlin 
(Makaira  nigricans).  White  Marlin  (Tetrap- 
furus  albidus),  Sailfish  (Istiophorus  albicans). 
Dolphin  (Coryphaena  hippurus),  Wahoo 
{Acanthocybium  solandri),  and  Yellowfin  Tuna 
(Thunnus  albacares)  are  found  throughout 
this  region  and  caught  at  similar  times  of  year 
off  Florida  and  the  Carolinas.  In  June,  for  in- 
stance, marlin  fishing  reaches  its  peak  at 
Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  and  off  Cape  Hatteras, 
800  km  apart;  the  abundance  of  Dolphin,  one 
of  the  primary  food  sources  for  marlin,  also 
peaks  in  summer.  However,  since  the  water  is 
fairly  similar  in  temperature  over  much  of  the 
range,  and  stays  relatively  warm  even  during 
winter,  dolphin  can  be  found  at  almost  any 
month  of  the  year,  throughout  this  range.  The 
same  is  true  for  many  of  the  bird  species.  A 
migrating  shearwater,  with  a cruising  flight 
speed  of  greater  than  20  knots  (35  kph),  can 
easily  cover  the  length  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Bight  in  a day. 

Pelagic  bird  distribution  in  the  Bight  is 
heavily  influenced  by  the  movement  of  the 
Gulf  Stream.  This  movement,  ultimately  gen- 
erated by  the  earth’s  rotation,  is  greatly  affect- 
ed by  wind,  by  undersea  bottom  features,  and 
by  other  ocean  currents.  In  parts  of  the  Bight, 
the  western  wall  of  the  Gulf  Stream  runs 
along  the  edge  of  the  Continental  Shelf.  Be- 
yond the  Continental  Shelf,  which  extends 
offshore  to  a depth  of  180  m,  there  is  a rapid 
drop-off  to  a wide  area  known  as  the  Blake 
Plateau,  which  extends  east  at  depths  of  600- 
900  m to  the  Blake  Escarpment,  which  drops 
to  3000  m deep.  Off  of  the  northern  Bahamas, 
this  deep  drop  is  in  some  places  only  4-5  km 
offshore,  whereas  off  Cape  Hatteras,  the  Es- 
carpment is  50  or  more  kilometers  offshore. 
At  Ponce  Inlet  in  northern  Elorida,  it  is  460 
km  offshore.  The  Blake  Plateau  has  several 
seamounts,  such  as  the  Charleston  Bump, 
which  rises  360  m off  the  bottom  in  690  m of 
water,  about  184  km  east  of  Savannah.  The 
Plateau  is  also  interspersed  with  several 
canyons,  but  these  are  not  as  deep  as  the  Nor- 
folk or  Hudson  Canyons  off  the  middle  At- 


lantic coast  of  the  United  States. 

The  combination  of  changing  winds,  north- 
ward flow  of  current,  and  the  structure  of  the 
ocean  floor  creates  upwellings,  warm-core  ed- 
dies (as  spin-offs  from  the  edges  of  the 
stream),  and  seawater  frontal  boundaries 
(rips)  where  the  warm  water  edge  of  the 
Stream  meets  colder  inshore  or  offshore  water. 
These  edges  and  upwellings  produce  accumu- 
lations of  plankton,  nekton,  macro-algae 
(genus  Sargassum),  and  baitfish,  which  in  turn 
attract  predatory  fish  and  seabirds  (Haney 
1986a).  Haney  (1985)  describes  the  greatly  in- 
creased densities  of  seabirds  in  areas  of  eddies, 
edges,  and  upwellings.  Areas  devoid  of  these 
edges  have  much  lower  densities  of  seabirds. 
In  addition,  centrifugal  forces  of  the  earth’s  ro- 
tation tend  to  move  plankton  and  bait  towards 
the  “outside”  boundaries  of  bends  in  the 
Stream,  so  that  sport  fishing  is  better  and 
seabird  density  is  higher  off  Havana  than  off 
Key  West,  and  off  Bimini  more  than  off  Miami. 
Thus,  the  western  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream  off 
of  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  is  not  an  outside  bend 
and  has  relatively  low  densities  of  seabirds. 
Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina  is  not  only  an 
outside  bend  of  the  curve  but  also  adjacent  to 
very  deep  (3000  m)  water. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  seabird  data  col- 
lection is  the  daily  change  in  weather,  winds, 
and  current  edges  and  eddies,  causing  plank- 
ton, Sargassum,  and  bait  to  move  great  dis- 
tances or  disperse  in  short  periods  of  time. 
Even  when  utilizing  satellite  Sea  Surface  Tem- 
perature imaging  to  determine  potentially 
productive  locations  in  advance,  birders  take 
their  chances  that  these  conditions  will  per- 
sist long  enough  to  be  located  and  investigat- 
ed. Haney  (1985)  utilized  300-m-wide  tran- 
sects and  regular  counts  at  specific  intervals, 
but  most  data  that  have  been  collected  are  not 
from  standardized  transects  but  from  fishing 
boats  on  which  routes  and  regular  surveys  are 
seldom  repeated.  These  types  of  counts  do 
not  provide  spatial  data  collection  but  can  at 
least  be  used  for  baseline  information  on  sea- 
sonality and  relative  abundance,  when  data 
are  collected  conservatively. 

Observations: 

Sources  and  summaries 

The  data  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain 
have  come  from  four  primary  sourees. 

Records  off  Cape  Canaveral,  Florida 
Captain  Johnnie  Johnson  made  1701  trips  out 
of  Port  Canaveral,  Brevard  County,  Elorida 
over  a span  of  25  years  from  1956-1980  (Table 
1).  On  those  trips,  he  took  careful  data  on 


pelagic  species  he  saw  14  or  more  kilometers 
offshore.  Johnson’s  data  add  greatly  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  pelagic  bird  species  off  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  Elorida.  Many  of  his  detailed 
reports  appear  in  The  Birds  of  Brevard  County 
(Cruickshank  1980).  The  vast  majority  of 
Johnson’s  trips  were  taken  on  a party  boat 
(that  is,  a boat  hired  out  by  a group  to  go  fish- 
ing), so  he  spent  most  of  his  time  inshore  of 
the  western  wall  of  the  Stream,  fishing  over 
hard  bottom  (deep  coral  reefs)  in  about  30-60 
m of  water.  Correspondingly,  many  species 
that  spend  a majority  of  their  time  in  true  Gulf 
Stream  waters  are  under-represented  in  his  re- 
ports. For  example,  he  only  recorded  four 
Black-capped  Petrels  (Pterodroma  hasitata) 
and  one  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  (Ocean- 
odroma  castro)  in  the  entire  25-year  period  and 
never  once  recorded  Northern  Fulmar  (Ful- 
marus  glacialis).  Johnson  did  make  a few  trips 
on  commercial  fishing  vessels,  which  took 
him  out  to  110  km  offshore.  His  trips  were 
also  taken  during  most  months  of  the  year, 
spread  out  evenly  during  the  different  seasons. 
Charles  Burhman,  with  assistance  from  Dave 
Goodwin  and  Sharon  Sparkman,  collated 
Johnson’s  data  painstakingly  and  provided  a 
copy  for  summary  in  the  present  paper.  While 
the  original  handwritten  notes  from  Johnson 
have  apparently  been  lost,  photocopies  were 
made  and  remain  in  the  possession  of  Charles 
Burhman  and  at  Archbold  Biological  Station, 
near  Lake  Placid,  Florida. 

Pelagic  binding  trips  made  off  of  Georgia 
The  understanding  of  pelagic  bird  distribu- 
tion and  movement  off  the  coast  of  Georgia  is 
continually  advancing.  In  fact,  a large  part  of 
what  is  known  about  abundance  and  distri- 
bution has  only  been  discovered  since  1982 
with  several  trips  done  by  J.  Christopher 
Haney  in  pursuit  of  his  doctoral  dissertation 
(1986b).  By  1986,  he  had  described  ten 
species  new  to  the  state  off  the  Georgia  coast. 
Until  the  updated  Annotated  Checklist  of  Geor- 
gia Birds  (2003),  several  species  were  not  on 
the  state’s  regular  checklist.  In  the  1990s,  Giff 
Beaton  and  Bill  Blakeslee  organized  offshore 
trips,  yielding  further  information  about 
pelagic  bird  abundance. 

A reason  often  cited  for  the  lack  of  atten- 
tion to  Georgia  coastal  waters  is  the  largely 
featureless  Continental  Shelf,  which  extends 
out  to  the  shelf  break  (200  m depths)  often 
110-130  km  offshore.  The  extensive  travel 
time  needed  to  reach  deeper  water  can  make 
for  a very  strenuous  day  at  sea.  However,  on 
the  Shelf  there  are  more  than  a few  areas  with 
relief,  or  live  bottom,  capable  of  protecting 
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and  sustaining  an  abundant  food  web.  Even 
today,  the  shelf  off  Georgia  is  still  in  the 
process  of  being  discovered  and  mapped  by 
marine  biologists  and  oceanographers.  It 
seems  clear  that  the  relatively  small  area  of 
these  shelf  floor  outcroppings  in  relation  to 
the  vastness  of  the  so-called  Georgia  Embay- 
ment  of  the  South  Atlantic  Bight  has  an  im- 
pact on  the  numbers  and  species  of  birds  to  be 
seen  on  Georgia  pelagic  trips.  Furthermore, 
since  Elaney’s  original  reports,  at  least  21  well- 
designed  near-shore  artihcial  reefs  have  been 
created  by  the  Georgia  Department  of  Natural 
Resources,  and  eight  U.  S.  Navy  communica- 
tions towers  have  been  constructed  some  50- 
90  km  offshore. 

Pelagic  trips  organized  by  Wigh  since 
2002,  currently  conducted  by  Bob  Zaremba 
and  Pierre  Howard — including  many  day  and 
overnight  trips  on  which  Wigh  has  been  the 
guest  of  either  the  National  Oceanic  and  At- 
mospheric Administration  or  the  Skidaway 
Institute  of  Oceanography — are  consistently 
finding  pelagic  birds  over  these  reefs,  some  of 


which  are  in  nearshore  (littoral)  waters. 
These  discoveries  present  substantial  evi- 
dence that  pelagic  species  in  Georgia  waters 
are  influenced  not  simply  by  certain  physical 
characteristics  of  water  masses  but  also  by  the 
topography  of  the  seafloor,  its  communities 
and  prey  resources.  It  is  likely  that  patterns  of 
seabird  occurrence  described  in  the  1980s  are 
now  changing  in  response  to  new  artihcial 
reefs,  which  have  begun  to  mature. 

In  spite  of  what  we  have  learned  in  over  20 
years  of  trips  (Table  2,  summarizing  154  ex- 
cursions offshore),  the  difhculty  of  getting  to 
and  staying  in  the  Gulf  Stream  and  deep  wa- 
ter off  Georgia  has  restricted  our  knowledge 
of  abundance  and  distribution  on  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  South  Atlantic  Bight.  Some  of  the 
species  for  which  we  have  very  few  data,  such 
as  Black-capped  Petrel  and  the  larger  storm- 
petrels  iOceanodwma  spp.),  are  more  closely 
identifled  with  deeper  ocean.  It  is  likely  that 
institutional  largess,  and  a sizable  vessel,  will 
be  required  to  canvas  this  still-remote  area 
more  thoroughly. 


Westem  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream  off  Ponce  de 
Leon  Inlet,  north-central  Florida 
This  data  set  consists  of  sight  records  from  29 
fishing  trips  taken  by  R.  D.  Wallace  out  of 
Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  County,  Florida 
between  2002  and  2006  (Table  3).  These  trips 
were  made  either  in  Wallace’s  own  boat  or 
other  non-commercial  boats.  Bird  species  and 
numbers  were  recorded  along  with  weather 
data  and  location.  These  trips  were  to  the 
western  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  approxi- 
mately 70-75  km  offshore.  This  area  is  locat- 
ed inside  the  Continental  Shelf  in  an  area 
known  as  “The  Steeples.”  This  region  extends 
some  80  km  from  north  to  south  (29°  40’  to 
28°  40’  N latitude)  at  depths  from  54-120  m, 
with  many  coral  seamounts  on  the  ocean 
floor.  The  coral  heads  range  in  height  from  6 
to  21  m and  cause  upwellings,  rips,  and  weed- 
lines  in  the  area.  This  location  is  a well  known 
to  sports  fishermen. 

The  majority  of  these  trips  were  made  be- 
tween April  and  October,  and  the  majority  of 
the  species  recorded  are  typical  of  the  Gulf 


I Table  1 . Pelagic  birds  observed  by  Captain  Johnnie  Johnson  off  Florida's  central  Atlantic  coast,  1 956-1980.  Compiled  by,  and  courtesy  of,  Charles  B.  Buhrman. 


Species/Month 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total  individuals 

Yellow-nosed  Albatross 

1 

1 

Black-browed  Albatross 

1 

1 

Black-capped  Petrel 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Cory's  Shearwater 

174 

606 

110 

411 

23 

990 

312 

1 

2627 

Greater  Shearwater 

2 

2 

2 

27 

1944 

612 

176 

814 

249 

31 

3859 

Sooty  Shearwater 

2 

1 

2 

5 

11 

5 

3 

29 

Manx  Shearwater 

3 

1 

1 

1 

27 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

3 

6 

62 

69 

196 

9 

31 

14 

390 

unidentified  shearwater 

3 

7 

189 

58 

16 

10 

394 

155 

9 

841 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

3 

21 

1420 

1955 

2013 

1629 

253 

3 

2 

7299 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

3 

3 

6 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

1 

1 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

1 

8 

3 

2 

12 

4 

6 

36 

Red-billed  Tropicbird 

1 

1 

Masked  Booby 

3 

3 

2 

11 

3 

3 

2 

27 

Brown  Booby 

4 

11 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

1 

38 

Northern  Gannet 

6019 

9144 

4201 

89 

6 

23 

142 

1766 

21390 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

182 

806 

50 

250 

120 

3 

144 

183 

11 

2 

1751 

Red  Phalarope 

1988 

1821 

1065 

342 

275 

2 

12 

2669 

1319 

5 

11 

667 

10165 

unidentified  phalarope 

1547 

158 

4 

10 

152 

2 

415 

281 

17 

1 

2587 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

364 

293 

15 

11 

2 

63 

200 

948 

Brown  Noddy 

1 

1 

2 

Sooty  Tern 

1 

15 

26 

13 

9 

160 

92 

24 

1 

1 

342 

Bridled  Tern 

142 

411 

170 

187 

647 

428 

29 

3 

1 

2049 

Roseate  Tern 

140 

122 

137 

146 

188 

146 

166 

173 

159 

108 

111 

105 

188 

Arctic  Tern 

7 

7 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

167 

151 

104 

19 

57 

6 

2 

4 

40 

24 

299 

154 

1027 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

72 

58 

4 

6 

1 

1 

10 

6 

76 

67 

357 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

unidentified  jaeger 

447 

361 

284 

33 

15 

90 

3 

3 

54 

114 

528 

350 

2282 

Dovekie 

1 

122 

123 

Thick-billed  Murre 

1 

1 

Total  species  recorded 

15 

11 

11 

15 

17 

17 

21 

14 

16 

16 

17 

14 

29 

Number  of  days  of  observation 

140 

122 

137 

146 

188 

146 

166 

173 

159 

108 

111 

105 

1701 

200 
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Stream:  Bridled  Tern  (Onychoprion 
anaethetus),  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanites 
oceanicus),  Audubon’s  Shearwater  (Puffinus 
Ihei-minieri) , Cory’s  Shearwater  (Calonectris 
diomedea),  Red-necked  Phalarope  (Phalaropus 
lobatus),  Red  Phalarope  (P  fulicarius) , and  all 
three  jaegers:  Parasitic  (Stercorarius  parasiti- 
cus), Pomarine  (S.  pomarinus),  and  Long- 
tailed (S.  longicaudus).  Migrating  passerines 
are  frequently  encountered  in  spring  and  fall 
trips.  This  region  is  the  one  of  the  areas  that 
has  been  visited  by  birders  and  researchers  in 
previous  trips  off  of  the  Florida  coast  (P.  W. 
Sykes,  Jr.,  pers.  comm.),  but  only  few  records 
of  individual  species  are  published  (Steven- 
son and  Anderson  1994). 

East  of  the  Gulf  Stream  off  central  Florida 
This  data  set  consists  of  records  from  14  trips 
by  Wallace  to  an  area  locally  known  as  “The 
Other  Side,”  located  from  166-276  km  off 
Ponce  Inlet,  Florida.  This  area  lies  beyond  the 


eastern  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream  on  the  Blake 
Plateau  at  depths  of  750-900  m.  This  is  a re- 
gion in  which  the  Antilles  Current,  flowing 
north  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Bahamas, 
mixes  with  the  Gulf  Stream.  The  eastern  edge 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  is  characterized  by  large 
rips,  weedlines,  and  a decrease  in  surface  tem- 
perature by  1-2°  F.  There  are  numerous 
canyons  and  small  seamounts  that  cause  up- 
wellings.  Within  the  past  10  years,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  large  schools  of  Yellowfin  Tuna 
and  other  tuna  species  migrate  northward 
through  this  region,  primarily  during  the 
summer  months  from  June  to  September.  Oc- 
casionally, these,  fish  are  found  throughout 
the  year,  even  in  winter.  Associated  with  these 
tuna  schools  are  large  flocks  of  Sooty  Terns 
(Onychoprion  fuscatus),  sometimes  number- 
ing in  the  thousands,  up  to  three  species  of 
shearwaters,  sometimes  numbering  in  the 
hundreds,  three  storm-petrel  species,  jaegers. 
South  Polar  Skuas,  and  frequently  tropicbirds. 


Fishermen  use  high-powered  radar  on  their 
boats  to  find  the  flocks  of  tuna-following 
birds  at  a distance  of  up  to  10  km.  In  addition 
to  tuna,  there  are  often  marlin  and  dolphin 
present,  as  well  as  cetaceans  such  as  Sperm 
Whales  (Physeter  macro cephalus) , Short- 
finned  Pilot  Whales  (Globicephalus  macro- 
rhynchus),  and  Atlantic  Spotted  Dolphins 
(Stenella  frontalis). 

This  area  has  not  been  birded  previously, 
and  until  Wallace  began  making  these  trips,  it 
was  not  known  to  be  a significant  summer 
feeding  ground  for  Sooty  Terns  in  such  large 
numbers.  Greater  Shearwater  (Puffinus  gravis), 
characterized  by  Stevenson  and  Anderson 
(1994)  as  an  irregular  visitor  to  nearshore  wa- 
ters west  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  is  the  most  com- 
mon shearwater  during  June,  with  Cory’s 
Shearwater  increasing  in  numbers  in  July,  and 
the  Greaters  all  but  gone  by  late  July.  Cory’s  is 
seen  regularly  fairly  close  to  land,  sometimes 
within  sight  of  the  coast  (Stevenson  and  An- 


I Table  2.  Pelagic  species  records  for  Georgia  (all  sources  combined,  representing  154  excursions),  1932-2006. 


Species/Month  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Totalindividuals 


Northern  Fulmar 

1 

1 

Black-capped  Petrel 

6 

1 

10 

9 

22 

48 

Cory's  Shearwater 

1 

13 

383 

1039 

802 

58 

450 

188 

2934 

Greater  Shearwater 

1 

14 

138 

200 

56 

7 

8 

1 

425 

Sooty  Shearwater 

2 

1 

3 

Manx  Shearwater 

3 

11 

1 

3 

1 

2 

21 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

3 

31 

12 

210 

18 

8 

160 

84 

526 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

25 

163 

12 

21 

8 

229 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

18 

6 

24 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

10 

1 

1 

1 

13 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Red-billed  Tropicbird 

1 

1 

Masked  Booby 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

Brown  Booby 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Northern  Gannet 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

6 

105 

V 

— 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

1 

2 

3 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

60 

250 

5 

66 

11 

4 

34 

26 

456 

Red  Phalarope 

40 

1817 

2 

1 

52 

2 

999 

203 

3114 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Sabine's  Gull 

1 

1 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

9 

1 

1 

11 

Brown  Noddy 

2 

1 

3 

Sooty  Tern 

7 

15 

186 

20 

228 

Bridled  Tern 

19 

43 

2 

215 

64 

12 

2 

357 

Black  Tern 

5 

40 

1235 

43 

1323 

ArrticTern 

5 

2 

1 

8 

South  Polar  Skua 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

7 

20 

Parasitidaeger 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

19 

Long-taiied.Jaeger 

3 

3 

Dovekie 

t 

(see  note) 

Razorbill 

1 

196 

197 

Total  species  recorded 

6 

12 

5 

5 

16 

17 

7 

21 

13 

10 

13 

7 

32 

Days  of  observation 

2 

13 

5 

4 

24 

31 

14 

27 

7 

7 

10 

9 

157 

t = In  November  1 932,  during  the  most  far-reaching  wreck  of  the  species  recorded  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  "thousands"  passed  a ship  off  Tybee  Island,  headed  to  the  south.  Specimens  were  recovered  from  Florida  and  Cuba. 
V = Common  to  uncommon;  numbers  not  recorded. 
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I Table  3.  Pelagic  species  recorded  in  the  western  Gulf  Stream,  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida,  by  R.  D.  Wallace,  2002-2006. 


Spedes/Month  " 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total  individuals 

Black-capped  Petrel 

15 

15 

Cory's  Shearwater 

18 

70 

167 

25 

200 

2140 

1 

2620 

Greater  Shearwater 

3 

2 

5 

Manx  Shearwater 

4 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

5 

9 

6 

18 

4 

8 

50 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

39 

20 

35 

5 

99 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

4 

1 

1 

6 

White-tailed  Tropiebird 

1 

1 

Red-billed  Tropiebird 

1 

1 

Masked  Booby 

1 

1 

2 

Northern  Gannet 

100 

113 

13 

1 

100- 

327 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

2 

2 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

15 

5 

20 

Red  Phalarope 

1 

1 

2 

Brown  Noddy 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Sooty  Tern 

6 

17 

3 

32 

20 

78 

Bridled  Tern 

35 

88 

14 

87 

30 

30 

1 

285 

Black  Tern 

1 

i 

6 

6 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

18 

2 

1 

8 

29 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

1 

1 

Total  species  recorded 

2 

0 

i 

8 

13 

_ 

11 

. 

9 

7 

7 

0 

_ _ 

Days  of  observation 

1 

0 

1 

4 ' 

7 

4 

6 

1 

' 1 

3 

1 

0 

29 

derson  1994),  but  “the  Other  Side”  appears  to 
be  a significant  feeding  ground  for  Greater 
Shearwaters  on  their  way  to  summer  feeding 
grounds  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Because  of  the  great  distance  offshore,  and 
the  requirement  of  good  weather  conditions 
to  go  that  far  in  relatively  small  private  fishing 
boats,  there  have  been  a very  limited  number 
of  trips  made  to  this  area.  However,  the  pro- 
ductivity and  species  diversity  of  the  region 
appears  to  be  greater  than  any  other  location 
off  of  the  east  coast  of  Florida  and  perhaps  ri- 
vals the  seabird  diversity  and  densities  found 
off  Cape  Hatteras.  May,  probably  the  best 
month  overall  for  movement  of  gadfly  petrels 
(Pteivdivma  spp.),  at  least  off  Cape  Hatteras, 
has  been  almost  unexplored.  It  is  possible 
that  new  species  for  Florida,  such  as 
Trinidade  Petrel  (P  anninjoniana),  Feas  Petrel 
(P  feae),  Bermuda  Petrel  (P  cuhow),  and  even 
Cape  Verde  Shearwater  (Calonectris 
edwardsii) — all  documented  off  North  Caroli- 
na— may  be  found  in  this  region,  along  with 
various  rare  or  vagrant  species  of  storm-pe- 
trel. It  also  suggests  that  the  possibility  of  lo- 
cating seabird  docks  over  tuna  schools  using 
radar  could  lead  to  new  discoveries  in  other 
areas  of  the  South  Atlantic  Bight. 


Discussion 

There  are  numerous  limitations  in  the  exist- 
ing data,  as  noted  above;  most  available  infor- 
mation comes  from  fishing  excursions  rather 
than  birding  trips  or  ornithological  research 
cruises.  Unlike  pelagic  birding  trips  made  off 
North  Carolina,  little  effort  has  been  made  to 
chum  or  draw  species  into  the  boat  for  close 
observation — although  in  the  case  of  Johnnie 
Johnson’s  excursions,  bottom  fishing  on  char- 
ter boats  creates  a somewhat  similar  situation. 
Data  are  also  skewed  in  that  trips  are  weather 
dependent,  and  most  trips  have  been  made  in 
summer,  during  the  calmest  weather  condi- 
tions. Species  present  during  the  windier  sea- 
sons of  fall,  winter,  and  spring  are  under-rep- 
resented in  the  data. 

The  lacunae  in  our  knowledge  of  the  South 
Atlantic  Bight’s  avifauna  are  many,  particularly 
off  Georgia,  but  our  understanding  of  seabird 
migration  through  the  region  is  perhaps  the 
largest  of  these.  There  have  been  very  few  trips 
in  spring  and  fall,  certainly  the  best  times  of 
year  for  species  diversity,  and  thus  very  few 
data  on  seabird  migration  in  the  region.  Re- 
cent GPS  satellite  tagging  of  Greater  Shearwa- 
ters (Ronconi  2007)  shows  a “figure-eight” 
migrational  pattern  as  they  follow  trade  wind 


and  ocean  current  patterns  between  the  North 
and  South  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  suggests  that 
they  should  be  most  common  in  the  late 
spring  as  they  move  to  the  North  Atlantic. 
Trips  to  the  “Other  Side,”  east  of  the  Gulf 
Stream  on  the  Blake  Plateau,  have  shown  that 
this  is  a consistent  feeding  ground  for  this  and 
other  species.  Yet  some  Greater  Shearwaters 
occur  all  year  in  the  Bight.  How  many  other 
species  show  a similar  migration  pattern? 

Likewise,  few  trips  have  been  made  during 
winter,  primarily  because  the  frequent  high 
winds  associated  with  cold  fronts  make  going 
offshore  next  to  impossible,  even  in  large 
craft.  Haney  (1987)  found  that  Black-capped 
Petrels  were  present  every  month  of  the  year 
in  the  Gulf  Stream  (except  January,  when  he 
did  not  survey  offshore  waters),  and,  similar- 
ly, Lee  (1995)  found  that  a few  non-breeding 
Manx  Shearwaters  (Puffinus  puffinus)  were 
found  offshore  all  year.  Johnson’s  data  also 
support  this  observation,  as  do  data  from  ad- 
jacent waters  of  the  Carolinas  (].  B.  Patteson, 
pers.  comm.).  Alcids,  which  are  considered 
very  rare  south  of  Cape  Hatteras,  appear  er- 
ratically and  typically  in  very  low  numbers  in 
the  winter  months.  However,  on  rare  occa- 
sions, incursions  appear  in  larger  numbers  in 
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I Table  4.  Pelagic  species  recorded  in  the  region  east  of  the  Gulf  Stream  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida,  by  R.  D.  Wallace,  2002-2006. 


Species/Month 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec  ' 

Total  individuals 

Albatross  species 

1 

1 

Black-capped  Petrel 

5 

2 

1 

8 

Cory's  Shearwater 

181 

875 

260 

1 

1317 

Greater  Shearwater 

251 

402 

2 

65 

Manx  Shearwater 

2 

1 

3 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

4 

410 

400 

11 

1 

826 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

11 

45 

28 

84 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

2 

2 

4 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

4 

5 

1 

10 

White-tailed  Iropicbird 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Masked  Booby 

1 

1 

Red  footed  Booby 

1 

1 

Northern  Gannet 

60 

50 

110 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

3 

1 

4 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

3 

6 

9 

Red  Phalarope 

30 

30 

Brown  Noddy 

20 

11 

5 

36 

Sooty  Tern 

550 

1800 

4850 

1150 

8350 

Bridled  Tern 

40 

214 

160 

9 

423 

Black  Tern 

3 

9 

12 

Arctic  Tern 

2 

1 

3 

South  Polar  Skua 

2 

1 

3 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

18 

2 

1 

6 

27 

ParasiticJaeger 

1 

1 

Total  species  recorded 

0 

0 

0 

io 

0 

16 

16 

12 

0 

0 

r~" 

0 

24 

Days  of  observation 

0 

0 

0 

_ 

0 

3 

5 

___ 

r~ 

0 

1 

0 

14 

the  southern  South  Atlantic  Bight.  For  exam- 
ple, Johnson  found  Dovekies  (Alle  alle)  off 
Florida  only  twice,  but  on  one  occasion,  122 
were  counted.  (Most  other  records  of  alcids 
off  Florida  are  from  birds  washed  ashore.)  In 
February  2005,  Wigh  found  106  Razorbills 
(Aka  torda)  off  the  southeastern  coast  of 
Georgia,  52  of  which  were  at  31°  N,  80°  36.29’ 
W;  thus,  appears  likely  that  this  species  enters 
Florida  waters  during  such  irruptions.  Alcids 
of  all  species  are  probably  more  of  more  regu- 
lar occurrence  offshore  than  is  currently 
known,  but  no  observers  have  ventured  out 
to  seek  them.  The  “Other  Side,’’  on  the  Blake 
Plateau,  east  of  the  Gulf  Stream  is  an  area  of 
rich  productivity,  teeming  with  tuna  and 
smaller  fish,  and  potentially  one  of  the  richest 
areas  for  birdlife  in  the  Bight,  both  in  terms  of 
diversity  and  densities.  Virtually  no  birding 
trips  have  been  made  to  this  region  during 
migration,  or  winter,  yet  catches  of  tuna,  mar- 
lin, and  dolphin  have  been  reported  from  all 
seasons.  Since  fisherrnen  locate  the  tuna 
schools  by  using  radar  to  spot  the  feeding 
flocks  of  birds,  there  must  be  some  bird  activ- 
ity here  year-round.  This  could  be  a possible 
spot  for  alcids  as  well,  as  many  species  winter 
far  offshore  farther  north. 


Species  summaries 

The  following  brief  descriptions  summarize 
the  status  of  pelagic  species  that  have  oc- 
curred in  the  South  Atlantic  Bight. 

Albatrosses  (Thalassarche  spp.).  Vagrant, 
known  from  only  three  sightings.  Most  docu- 
mented sightings  in  North  Atlantic  Ocean 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico  are  of  Atlantic  Yellow- 
nosed Albatross  (T.  c.  chlowrhynchos),  of 
which  J.  Johnson  reported  one  on  13  July 
1958.  Johnson  also  observed  a Black-browed 
Albatross  (T.  melanophrys)  on  13  September 
1974.  An  albatross  observed  166  km  east  of 
Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  by  Wallace  3 July  2004 
was  not  formally  identified  to  species  but  was 
thought  to  be  a juvenile  Yellow-nosed  (and 
submitted  as  such)  and  was  certainly  a Tha- 
lassarche. 

Northern  Fulmar.  Rare  winter  visitor,  proba- 
bly more  frequent  than  is  currently  known. 
The  only  firm  records  from  Florida  involve 
beached  birds,  one  at  Satellite  Beach,  in  the 
Melbourne  area  of  Brevard  County  19  April 
2005  (Anderson  2005b).  Haney  (1983, 
1986c;  also  Haney  et  al.  1986)  recorded  the 
species  off  Georgia  on  at  least  seven  trips. 


mostly  in  February.  More  winter  excursions 
are  needed  to  clarify  the  status  of  this  species. 

Black-capped  Petrel.  Regular  to  common 
spring  migrant,  April-May  in  the  Gulf  Stream 
or  in  the  “Other  Side”  off  central  Florida,  with 
a few  present  June-August  (Figure  1).  Be- 
cause the  species  breeds  on  Hispaniola  and 
possibly  Cuba  and  occurs  in  large  numbers 
off  Cape  Hatteras  May-October,  and  in  at 
least  moderate  numbers  off  South  Carolina  as 
well  (N.  Dias,  pers.  comm.),  many  individuals 
must  at  least  pass  through  the  offshore  waters 
of  the  southern  South  Atlantic  Bight.  Small 
numbers  have  been  observed  migrating 
northward  along  eastern  Bahamas  in 
April-May  (Wallace,  pers.  obs.)  A few  are  ap- 
parently present  in  the  Gulf  Stream  year- 
round  (Haney  1987). 

Fea’s/Zino’s  Petrel  (Pterodroma  feae/madeira) . 
One  sight  report  off  Georgia  9 November 
1984  (Haney  et  al.  1993).  Fea’s  Petrels  are  ob- 
served annually  off  Cape  Hatteras  in  late 
spring  and  summer  (May-August)  and  prob- 
ably occur  throughout  the  Bight  in  spring  and 
summer,  especially  far  offshore.  Zino’s  Petrel, 
difficult  to  distinguish  in  the  field  from  Fea’s, 
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Figure  1.  This  Black-capped  Petrel,  photographed  about  166  km  off  Ponce 
Inlet,  Florida  in  May  2007,  shows  a dusky  gray  rather  than  white  collar, 
which  is  true  of  a minority  of  birds  recorded  in  the  southern  South  Atlantic 
Bight  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wallace. 


Figure  2.  This  Cory's  Shearwater  is  apparently  of  the  borealis  subspecies,  in 
which  the  underside  of  the  primaries  appears  strongly  brown  against  the 
white  underwing  coverts;  in  the  nominate  subspecies,  rarely  recorded  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Bight  (but  confirmed  by  Georgia  specimens),  the  under- 
side of  the  primaries  appears  more  whitish.  This  bird  was  photographed  74 
km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  in  June  2007.  Photograph  by  R.  ft  Wallace. 


Figure  3.  This  Greater  Shearwater,  photographed  74  km  off  of  Ponce  Inlet, 
Florida  in  June  2007,  was  one  of  many  foraging  in  the  vicinity.  Recent 
pelagic  trips  to  the  "Other  Side"  of  the  Gulf  Stream  have  proven  that  this 
species,  formerly  thought  to  be  scarce  off  Florida,  is  actually  quite  com- 
mon during  spring  migration.  Photograph  byR.  ft.  Wallace. 


Figure  4.  Sooty  Shearwater  is  surprisingly  uncommon  in  the  southern  South  Atlantic  Bight,  though  seawatches 
from  shore  during  spring  migration,  particularly  during  strong  easterly  winds,  may  indicate  that  it  is  more  nu- 
merous than  current  records  indicate.  This  individual  was  photographed  1 1 km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  in  May 
2007.  Photograph  byR.  0.  Wallace. 

has  not  been  recorded  off  North  Carolina  with  certainty,  but  several  candidates  have 
been  photographed  (e.g.,  North  American  Birds  59:  527). 

Bulwer’s  Petrel  (Bulweria  biilwerii).  One  report  off  Florida  in  May,  over  185  km  off- 
shore of  Jacksonville  (Flaney  1985). 

Cory’s  Shearwater.  Common  in  summer  and  fall,  May-November.  Found  in  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  often  inshore,  sometimes  within  sight  of  land.  Often  in  flocks  of  hun- 
dreds around  tuna  schools  east  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  Both  subspecies,  diomedea  and  bo- 
realis, are  documented  by  specimen  (Figure  2),  but  the  former  appears  to  be  rather 
rare. 

Greater  Shearwater.  Common  May-October  offshore.  Relatively  rare  inshore  (Kale 
1963,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994)  but  found  in  flocks  of  hundreds  around  tuna 
schools  east  of  the  Gulf  Stream  duringjune-july  with  numbers  declining  through  the 
summer.  Smaller  numbers  sometimes  found  in  fall  and  winter  in  the  Gulf  Stream 
(Figure  3). 

Sooty  Shearwater  (Puffinus  griseus).  Rare  to  uncommon  spring  and  early  fall  migrant, 
mostly  May-June,  August-September  (Figure  4).  There  are  scattered  reports  from 
Florida  throughout  the  year  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994). 

Manx  Shearwater.  Uncommon  but  regular  spring  and  fall  migrant.  Some  individuals 
can  be  seen  off  east  coast  of  Florida  all  year,  especially  during  winter  months  (Lee 
1995). 

Audubon’s  Shearwater.  Common  throughout  the  Bight,  April-November,  peaking  in 
September  (Figure  5).  Sometimes  seen  close  to  land,  especially  during  strong  easter- 
ly winds. 

Leach’s  Storm  Petrel  (Oceanodroma  leucorhoa).  Rare  migrant,  seen  primarily 
April-June  but  also  occasionally  in  fall. 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel.  Uncommon  but  regular  in  small  numbers 
May-September  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  chiefly  along  edges  and  eddies  (see  Haney  1985, 
Dias  2007;  Figure  6). 
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Figure  5.  Small  shearwaters  bear  closer  scrutiny  in  the  South  Atlantic  Bight.  The  status  of  Manx  Shear- 
water, a species  formerly  thought  quite  rare  in  the  Bight,  has  been  only  recently  clarified  (Lee  1995), 
and  it  is  clearly  a regular  migrant  and  wintering  bird.  There  is  a specimen  of  a "Little  Shearwater" — 
split  by  some  authorities  now  as  Baroli's  Shearwater — from  South  Carolina  in  August  1883  (Peters 
1924),  so  pelagic  observers  should  take  care  to  identify  small  shearwaters  with  great  care.  Records  of 
Baroli's  from  Nova  Scotia  (September  1986,  September  2003)  and  Massachusetts  (August  2007)  hint  that 
more  records  from  the  Bight  are  possible.  The  other  North  Atlantic  taxon  formerly  combined  with  Little 
Shearwater — boydi — which  nests  in  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  and  is  sometimes  combined  with  Baroli's  as 
Macaronesian  Shearwater  (Sangster  et  al.  2005),  is  unrecorded  in  North  America  but  could  certainly  oc- 
cur. Boyd's  Shearwater  lacks  the  stark  whitish  face  of  Baroli's  and  thus  could  more  easily  pass  for  an 
Audubon's  Shearwater.  These  Audubon's  Shearwaters  were  photographed  74  km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida 
in  May  2007.  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wallace. 


Wilson’s  Storm  Petrel.  Common  to  very  common  in  summer 
(April-September)  in  Gulf  Stream  throughout  the  Bight.  Frequently  found  in 
large  flocks,  often  in  the  middle  of  the  Gulf  Stream. 

White-tailed  Tropicbird  (Phaethon  lepturus).  Uncommon  but  regular  (e.  g., 
seen  on  36%  of  trips  by  Wallace)  April-October  on  the  “Other  Side”  of  the  Gulf 
Stream  east  of  central  Florida  (Figure  7,  Frontispiece);  regularly  observed  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  farther  north  to  Cape  Hatteras. 

Red-billed  Tropicbird  (F  aethereus).  Very  rare  April-October  in  the  Gulf  Stream 
throughout  the  Bight. 

Magnificent  Frigatebird  (Fregata  magnificens) . Uncommon  but  regular  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  April-November  throughout  the  Bight;  sometimes  seen  close  to 
shore. 

Brown  Booby  (Sula  leucogaster) . Rare  visitor  April-October,  with  most  records 
in  summer  (Figures  8,  9). 

Masked  Booby  (S.  dactylatra).  Rare  visitor  April-October,  with  most  records  in 
summer. 

Red-footed  Booby  (S.  sula).  Rare  vagrant,  with  one  record  of  dark  morph  by  Wal- 
lace from  the  “Other  Side”  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  132  km  east  of  the  central  Florida 
mainland,  on  3 April  2007  (Figure  10).  The  species  is  rarely  recorded  from  the 
Atlantic  side  of  Florida,  with  the  most  recent  record  being  from  inshore  waters: 
one  light-morph  bird  at  Boynton  Inlet,  Palm  Beach  County  8-9  November  2003 
(B.  Pranty,  pers.  comm.).  The  northernmost  record  in  the  western  North  Atlantic 


Figure  6.  Band-rumped  Storm  Petrels  are  uncommon  but  regularly  present  in 


small  numbers  in  the  southern  South  Atlantic  Bight.  This  photograph,  taken  1 1 0 
km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  in  May  2007,  shows  that  in  a few  individuals,  the  tips 
of  the  toes  (but  not  the  feet)  can  project  past  the  tail  tip;  in  most,  no  part  of  the 
foot  is  visible  past  the  end  of  the  tail.  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wallace. 


Figure  7.  Adult  Vi/hite-tailed  Tropicbirds  are  far  more  commonly  seen  in  the  South 


Atlantic  Bight  than  are  nonadults  (the  ratio  is  perhaps  40:1 ),  which  leads  some 
observers  to  suspect  that  juveniles  forage  closer  to  nesting  areas  or  elsewhere. 
This  adult  was  photographed  184  km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  in  June  2007  (same 
individual  in  Frontispiece).  Photograph  byR.  D.  Wallace. 


Figure  8.  This  juvenile  Brown  Booby  on  the  R7  SABSOON  (U.  S.  Navy  tower),  62  km 
east  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  was  photographed  19  August  2004.  It  shows  very 
pale  yellow  legs;  Red-footed  Booby  of  the  same  age  would  show  dusky  pinkish  or 
even  orangish  legs.  Photograph  byR.  D.  Wigh. 
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Figure  9.  This  juvenile  Brown  Booby,  the  same  individual  as  in  Figure  8, 
shows  a heavier  head/bill  and  broader  wings  than  Red-footed  (see  Figure 
10).  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wigh. 


Figure  10.  This  photograph  of  a subadult  Red-footed  Booby,  taken  138  km 
off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida  on  3 April  2007,  furnishes  one  of  very  few  records 
for  Atlantic  off  Florida.  Compared  to  the  Brown  Booby  in  Figure  9,  this  is  a 
slenderer  bird,  in  wings,  head/neck,  and  tail,  and  the  tail  appears  longer. 
The  underwing  coverts  of  younger  Red-footed  Boobies  tend  to  be  more 
uniformly  dark  than  those  of  young  Browns,  which  are  contrastingly  pale 
or  white,  recalling  the  adults'.  Juvenile  Red-footeds  are  invariably  dark, 
and  this  bird  is  probably  about  one  year  old,  thus  about  two  years  away 
from  definitive  adult  plumage,  though  from  this  photograph,  it  is  difficult 
to  ascertain  whether  this  youngster  will  turn  out  to  be  a light  or  a darker 
morph  as  an  adult.  The  nominate  subspecies  is  the  only  subspecies 
recorded  in  the  Atlantic  Basin.  Photograph  by  R.  D.Wallace. 


Figure  1 1 . These  adult  Bridled  Terns,  photographed  74  km  off  Ponce  Inlet, 
Florida  in  April  200S,  show  single  white  outer  rectrices,  which  is  apparently 
typical  of  the  melanopterus  subspecies  of  western  Africa  rather  than  the 
recogrtitus  subspecies  of  the  Caribbean;  more  study  is  needed  of  the  variation 
in  such  plumage  characters  within  subspecies.  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wallace. 


Figure  12.  Pomarine  Jaeger  is  by  far  the  most  common  jaeger  observed  in  the  South  Atlantic  Bight  and  has 
been  recorded  in  all  months.  This  second-cycle  bird  with  rather  interesting  barred  neck  and  speckled  head  was 
photographed  1 2 November  2006  about  64  km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Florida.  "Poms"  can  often  be  lured  for  closer 
views  with  chum.  Photograph  by  R.  D.  Wallace. 

comes  from  South  Carolina,  a beached  bird  that  later  died,  found  27  July  1986  on  Edis- 
to  Island,  Charleston  County  (Post  and  Gauthreaux  1989;  Chat  51.3:  65). 

Northern  Gannet  (Moms  bassanus).  Common  to  abundant  November-April,  usually 
inside  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  Often  seen  in  hocks  of  hundreds  feeding  over  baithsh,  often 
within  sight  of  land.  During  migration,  often  seen  flying  in  long  lines  low  over  the  wa- 
ter in  the  Gulf  Stream. 

Red  Phalarope.  Uncommon  to  common  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Quly-May),  with 
peaks  occurring  in  January-February  and  in  August,  chiefly  along  western  edge  of  Gulf 
Stream. 

Red-necked  Phalarope.  Uncommon  to  common  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  July-May, 
with  peaks  occurring  in  February,  April,  and  September,  chiefly  along  western  edge  of 
the  Gulf  Stream  (see  Haney  1985). 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (Rissa  thdactyla).  Uncommon  to  rare  in  winter,  Novem- 
ber-March,  more  common  in  northern  part  of  Bight,  rarer  farther  south. 

Sabines  Gull  (Xcma  sabini).  Rare  migrant  in  spring  and  fall,  usually  far  offshore. 

Arctic  Tern  (Sterna  paradisaea).  Rare  to  uncommon  spring  and  rare  fall  migrant,  most- 
ly far  offshore,  April-May  and  July-August. 

Sooty  Tern.  Common  to  abundant  around  tuna  schools  on  the  “Other  Side,” 
April-October,  far  offshore  of  central  Florida.  Uncommon  to  rare  in  the  Gulf  Stream 
throughout  the  Bight.  Sometimes  thought  to  move  north  of  breeding  grounds  only 
when  driven  by  storms  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  but  clearly  forages  regularly  in 
the  Bight  outside  the  context  of  storms. 

Bridled  Tern.  Common  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  especially  along  edges,  April-October,  but 
rare  inshore  of  the  Stream  (Figure  11).  Fess  regular  farther  north  in  the  Bight. 

Brown  Noddy  (Anous  stolidus).  Rare  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  uncommon  but  regular  around 
tuna  schools  on  the  “Other  Side,”  far  offshore  of  Florida,  April-October.  Previously 
thought  to  move  north  of  breeding  grounds  only  when  driven  by  storms  (Stevenson 
and  Anderson  1994). 
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South  Polar  Skua  (Stercorarius  maccormicki). 
Very  rare  in  summer  May-August  in  the  Gulf 
Stream,  occasionally  inshore,  and  rare  but  reg- 
ular offshore  around  tuna  schools. 

Pomarine  Jaeger.  Present  year-round.  Com- 
mon in  migration  in  the  Gulf  Stream  Au- 
gust-October  and  April-May,  uncommon  to 
common  in  winter  November-March,  usually 
inshore  of  the  Stream,  with  a few  present 
June-July,  especially  far  offshore  around  tuna 
schools. 

Parasitic  Jaeger.  Common  in  migration  Au- 
gust-October  and  April-May,  uncommon  to 
common  in  winter  November-March;  a few 
present  during  summer.  Often  seen  from  shore 
during  migration. 

Long-tailed  Jaeger.  Rare  migrant,  March-May 
and  August-November. 

Common  Murre  (Uria  aalge).  Very  rare  winter 
visitor  to  the  northern  Bight,  Decem- 
ber-Febraary.  Most  records  from  inshore  wa- 
ters. 

Thick-billed  Murre  (U.  lomvia).  Very  rare  win- 
ter visitor  to  the  northern  Bight,  Decem- 
ber-February.  Most  records  from  inshore  waters. 

Razorbill.  Irruptive,  rare  to  locally  common  in 
winter,  Decern, ber-Febraary,  primarily  north  of 
Florida,  though  may  occur  farther  south  peri- 
odically. Florida  records  are  entirely  coastal 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994,  Anderson 
2005a). 

Dovekie.  Irruptive,  rare  to  locally  common  in 
winter,  December-Febraary,  primarily  north  of 
Florida,  though  may  occur  farther  south  peri- 
odically. 

Atlantic  Puffin  (Fratercula  arctica).  Irruptive, 
rare  winter  visitor  to  Bight,  Decem- 
ber-February.  The  southernmost  records  in 
the  Bight  are  of  single  beached  birds  at  North 
Jupiter  Beach,  Martin  County  6 December 
1986  (Brooks  1988)  and  another  from  St.  Au- 
gustine Beach,  St.  John’s  County,  Florida  23 
December  2004  (Anderson  2005a;  photograph 
at  <http://www.fosbirds.org/RecordCommittee 
/images/2005/04-558. html>).  There  are  no 
other  records  from  Florida. 
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A testimonial  to  the  effect  of  exotic  fruit  trees,  this  wayward  Townsend's  Solitaire  took  up  residence  at  the  home  of  Mark  Anderson  in  Fairview  Township,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania  on  31  December  2006, 
remaining  to  feed  on  the  fruit  throughout  the  winter  period  (here  9 January  2007).  The  matter  of  invasive  and  exotic  fruiting  plants,  and  even  exotic  snails,  is  considered  in  some  detail  in  the  pages  that 
follow.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Weather 

The  title  of  the  Changing  Seasons  column  for 
last  year’s  winter  season  (Brinkley  2006) 
lamented  the  “Winter  that  Wasn’t.”  When  we 
committed  to  writing  this  article  in  early  Jan- 
uary 2007,  it  looked  as  though  we  would 
simply  be  able  to  reaffirm  the  trends  observed 
in  that  warm  winter — but  then  came  the  cold 
weather!  Much  of  the  eastern  two-thirds  of 
the  continent  felt  winter’s  grip  from  mid-Jan- 
uary through  early  March,  and  some  places, 
from  Yukon  to  Colorado  to  Missouri,  had 
heavy  snow  and  ice  to  contend  with.  In  the 
North,  most  fresh  water  had  frozen  by  mid- 
February,  with  the  predictable  effects  on 
grebes,  waterfowl,  and  gulls.  As  often  occurs, 
the  Southwest  showed  an  inverse  pattern — 
cold  and  snowy  (in  montane  areas)  in  the 
first  part  of  the  season,  warmer  in  Febru- 


ary— and  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  Alaska 
also  had  most  of  their  colder  weather  and 
storm  energy  pass  through  in  the  first  half  of 
the  season. 

In  a radical  departure  from  past  Changing 
Seasons  essays,  we  will  refer  the  reader  to  the 
regional  reports  for  longer  discussions  of  the 
season’s  weather.  We  do  this  for  three  reasons: 
first,  to  reduce  repetition  in  the  journal  over- 
all; second,  to  emphasize  that  almost  none  of 
the  bird  records  we  consider  below  show  ob- 
vious connections  to  meteorological  phenom- 
ena, other  than  the  general  warming  trend; 
and  third,  to  make  room  for  more  discussions 
of  trends  rarely  mentioned  in  this  forum:  ex- 
otic snails  and  plants  and  their  effects  on  bird 
distribution.  But  first,  we’ll  take  a look  at 
some  of  the  trends  in  bird  distribution  that 
leapt  out  as  we  studied  the  regional  reports. 


Short-term  phenomena? 

Ted  Floyd’s  Changing  Seasons  essay  dis- 
cussing the  winter  of  2004-2005  (Floyd 
2005)  considered,  among  other  things,  short- 
term trends  in  bird  distribution — that  set  of 
birds  that  moved  southward  during  that  sea- 
son in  response  to  local  conditions  but  that 
did  not  appear  to  form  part  of  longer-term 
patterns.  Floyd  called  them  “Category  S” 
birds.  The  poster  children  of  such  erratic  ir- 
ruptions are  the  winter  finches  and  owls,  grist 
for  the  mill  of  many  a Changing  Seasons  es- 
say. But  this  year  was  abysmal  for  irruptive 
species.  With  a few  local  exceptions,  usually 
in  areas  where  the  species  in  question  are  reg- 
ular winterers,  the  entire  suite  of  northern  ir- 
ruptives — including  Great  Gray,  Northern 
Hawk,  and  Boreal  Owls,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  Bohemian  Waxwing,  Pine  Siskin, 
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Purple  Finch,  both  crossbills,  both  redpolls, 
and  Evening  and  Pine  Grosbeaks — remained 
near  their  regular  wintering  ranges.  We’ll  dis- 
cuss below  what  few  exceptions  we  found. 

Snowy  Owl  • Numbers  of  this  symbol  of  win- 
ter failed  to  impress  anywhere  east  of  the 
Rockies,  but  the  Pacific  Northwest  had  a 
modest  flight  (down  from  100+  last  winter), 
with  at  least  31  to  Washington,  four  to  Ore- 
gon, and  one  even  to  California,  where  the 
species  is  quite  rare.  This  bird,  in  Solano 
County,  became  a local  celebrity  and  was 
most  easily  seen  by  chartering  local  fishing 
boats!  Aside  from  one  in  the  previous  winter, 
it  had  been  almost  three  decades  since  Cali- 
fornia had  recorded  Snowy  Owl. 

Gray  Jay  • The  fall  Changing  Seasons  essay 
(Schmoker  and  Leukering  2007)  noted  an  in- 
vasion of  Gray  Jays  that  took  place  in  the  up- 
per Midwest  and  Prairie  Provinces.  By  this  sea- 
son, Adam  Byrne  in  the  Western  Great  Lakes 
region  reported  that  the  “irruption  petered  out 
by  December,  leaving  only  a few  strays  in 
northwestern  Minnesota.”  In  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  Rudolf  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor  noted 
that  “Gray  Jays  continued  their  strong  showing 
outside  the  boreal  forest  in  southeastern  Man- 
itoba, but  none  was  reported  west  of  the  Red 
River  valley,”  with  some  birds  staying  through 
mid-March.  North  Dakota  also  had  above-av- 
erage numbers  continuing  through  the  winter, 
with  at  least  15  in  Grand  Forks  County  and 
three  at  Icelandic  State  Park.  No  Gray  Jay 
movements  were  reported  elsewhere,  and  we 
don’t  have  the  answers  for  why  this  species  ir- 
rupted, but  most  passerines  from  the  same  re- 
gion and  habitat  (e.g.,  Boreal  Chickadee)  did- 
n’t show  similar  signs,  the  notable  (if  minor) 
exception  being  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
pecker, which  appeared  out  of  habitat  or  typi- 
cal range  around  the  Great  Lakes  in  Ontario, 
Quebec,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan. 

Bohemian  Waxwing  ‘The  scene  was  certain- 
ly a unique  one  in  eastern  Newfoundland, 
where  in  December  Bruce  Mactavish  de- 
scribed looking  up  through  a pumpkin-col- 
ored rainstorm  of  waxwing  droppings  to  a 
wheeling  flock  of  3000  Bohemians  overhead; 
later  in  the  winter,  the  maximum  estimate 
had  increased  to  7500.  Away  from  this  north- 
easternmost  province,  the  scene  was  more 
subdued,  with  a few  flocks  of  tens  in  New 
Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Nova 
Scotia,  whereas  in  Quebec  and  New  York  they 
were  “virtually  absent.”  Pamela  Hunt’s  predic- 
tion last  winter  (Hunt  2006)  of  a boom  year 


in  winter  2006-2007  in  New  England  was  not 
borne  out;  the  winter  instead  saw  the  “lowest 
counts  in  a decade”  of  the  species,  with  all  re- 
ports coming  from  the  region’s  northern 
reaches.  There  was  no  more  evidence  of  a 
flight  around  the  Great  Lakes,  where  they 
were  “very  scarce”  in  Ontario,  and  Wisconsin 
saw  its  “poorest  winter... in  decades.”  The 
Great  Plains,  where  the  species  is  often  rare, 
had  a few  birds  visiting  a single  Nebraska  lo- 
cale, and  the  Great  Basin  had  none,  while 
Colorado  had  only  one  “notable”  report.  Even 
in  the  Yukon,  numbers  were  down,  which 
Cameron  Eckert  blamed  on  a May  frost  that 
affected  the  Mountain  Ash  berry  crop.  Other 
than  Newfoundland,  the  only  other  northern 
areas  that  saw  elevated  numbers  were 
Saskatchewan,  where  up  to  4000  were  in 
Saskatoon,  and  central  and  southeastern 
coastal  Alaska.  Thede  Tobish  attributed  the 
late  arrival  of  Bohemian  groups  to  the  lateness 
of  the  first  appreciable  snowfall;  perhaps  this 
was  true  in  Canada  as  well. 

White-winged  Crossbill  • Although  this 
species  occurred  nowhere  outside  of  its  regu- 
lar range,  there  was  a large  movement  to  cer- 
tain areas  of  the  Northeast.  In  New 
Brunswick,  Brian  Dalzell  wrote  that 
it  was  “abundant  in  north  and  central 
New  Brunswick,  with  500-1000  per 
day  easily  found  in  Madawaska,  Res- 
tigouche,  or  Gloucester,”  the  birds 
apparently  attracted  to  a strong  cone 
crop  from  White  and  Red  Spruces 
and  Balsam  Fir.  In  Quebec,  White- 
wingeds  “remained  abundant 
throughout  the  boreal  and  mixed 
forests;  adults  gathering  nest  materi- 
al were  reported  in  February,  and  a 
male  was  seen  feeding  2 juveniles  as 
early  as  9 February.”  Large  numbers 
also  reached  the  boreal  forests  of  cen- 
tral and  eastern  Maine,  where  the 
“largest  flocks  tended  to  be  in  the 
northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
state.”  Almost  none  reached  the 
southern  coastal  plain  of  Maine,  and 
above-average  numbers  were  not 
specifically  noted  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont,  although  the 
Adirondacks  had  “a  moderate  inva- 
sion.” Crossbills  are  well  known  for 
their  habit  of  occasionally  breeding 
in  midwinter,  at  least  when  food  sup- 
plies are  exceptionally  high:  this  sea- 
son, nesting  behavior  was  noted  at 
least  in  Maine,  Vermont,  Quebec, 

Ontario,  and  Saskatchewan. 


Redpolls  • Although  specifically  noted  as 
scarce  or  absent  throughout  the  Northeast 
and  west  to  Ontario,  southerly  Common  Red- 
polls reached  southwestern  Ohio,  Tennessee 
(two),  Nebraska,  and  central  Missouri.  These 
birds  were  probably  the  fringes  of  a move- 
ment that  brought  “high  numbers”  to 
Saskatchewan  and  “good  numbers”  to  the 
Dakotas,  the  only  places  that  reported  any 
real  influx.  The  southernmost  outlier  was  in 
northern  Texas;  there  are  few  records  of  the 
species  for  the  entire  state.  Hoary  Redpoll, 
similarly  noted  as  scarce  (even  in  areas  where 
regularly  seen),  was  also  represented  by  odd 
outliers  this  season,  the  most  impressive  of 
these  being  one  in  Story  County,  Iowa. 

A necessary  caveat  in  discussing  trends  of 
these  northern  irruptives:  we  tend  to  discuss 
“good  years”  and  “bad  years”  from  the  point 
of  view  of  our  human  population  centers, 
which  are  largely  urban.  We  have  at  best  a 
very  fragmentary  sense  of  what  goes  on  with 
these  species  in  their  core  ranges.  Often,  the 
“best”  years  for  the  species  themselves  are 
those  in  which  few  or  none  move  south  of 
their  normal  range,  which  typically  indicates 
good  supplies  of  food  in  the  north.  Without 
observers  in  much  of  the  Canadian  taiga,  we 


A counting  guit 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  aspects  of  reading  through  the  regional  reports  is 
noticing  the  high  counts  of  species  that  make  one's  jaw  drop.  Table  1 below  shows 
just  our  personal  favorites;  if  you  want  a challenge,  cover  up  the  right-hand  col- 
umn and  try  to  guess  the  state — or  country.  Good  luck! 


Table  1.  High  counts  of  selected  species,  Winter  2006-2007. 


Mallard 

28,700 

De5oto  N.W.R.,  Nebraska 

Canvasback 

37,100 

Lee  County,  Iowa 

Lesser  Scaup 

11,400 

Lake  Barkley,  Kentucky 

Common  Goldeneye 

9235 

Kentucky  Lake,  Kentucky 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

1107 

Garrison  Dam  area.  North  Dakota 

Sharp-tailed  Grouse 

498 

Arrowwood  N.W.R.  area.  North  Dakota 

Yellow-billed  Loon, 

7 

Dungeness  Bay,  Washington 

Manx  Shearwater 

261 

Guadeloupe,  Lesser  Antilles 

Northern  Harrier 

200 

Lacassine  N.W.R.,  Louisiana 

Dovekie 

9000 

Pelagic  waters  off  New  York  state 

Military  Macaw 

200 

Jaumave,  Tamaulipas,  Mexico 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove 

929 

Roswell  area.  New  Mexico 

Short-eared  Owl 

141 

Grand  Forks  County,  North  Dakota 

Common  Raven 

1377 

Yellowknife  area,  Yukon  Territory 

American  Dipper 

53 

Lower  Little  5usitna  River,  Alaska 

Marsh  Wren 

400 

Thornwell,  Louisiana 

American  Robin 

240,000 

Lake  Apopka,  Florida 

Worthen's  Sparrow 

56 

Tanque  de  Emergencia,  Coahuila,  Mexico 

Snow  Bunting 

10,000 

Landglade,  Wisconsin 
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can  only  speculate  that  this  was  a year  with 
good  food  availability  virtually  across  the 
continent  in  the  north.  But  if  the  (presumed) 
good  food  availability  this  year  translates  to 
exceptionally  high  breeding  success,  a 
bumper  crop  of  young  might  deplete  whatev- 
er food  supplies  are  available  through  the 
year.  By  the  time  you  read  this,  attentive  field 
observers  in  the  north  will  already  know  the 
answer  to  this  question. 

"Zooties"  and  more 

As  with  the  winter  finches,  it  is  darn  near  im- 
possible to  write  any  Changing  Seasons  col- 
umn without  some  comment  on  the  real  va- 
grant surprises — or  “Category  Z”  birds 
(Floyd  2005).  We’ll  limit  the  notes  below  to  a 
summary  of  firsts  for  country,  province,  or 
state,  birds  sometimes  characterized  as 
“zooties.”  Among  these  are  birds  whose  long- 
term expansions  reached  new  territories;  oth- 
ers are  examples  of  birds  previously  over- 
looked, usually  because  they  were  only  re- 
cently elevated  to  species  level,  or  because  in- 
terest in  field  identification  of  subspecies  has 
grown  in  recent  years.  The  summary  of  first 
state  records  below  (many  still  pending  offi- 
cial acceptance  by  the  state  records  commit- 
tee, of  course)  provides  a good  snapshot  of 
vagrancy  patterns  around  the  country,  includ- 
ing a few  real  shockers  that  should  open  our 
eyes  to  even  more  possibilities. 

We  were  shocked  to  read,  for  instance, 
about  an  Inca  Dove  in  Huntington,  West  Vir- 
ginia 3-10  December;  with  a few  exceptions 
(e.g..  Green  Violet-ear),  landlocked  West  Vir- 
ginia does  not  lead  the  “East”  in  the  discovery 
of  western  vagrants.  The  Inca  Dove  expansion 
has  been  a long-term  phenomenon  (Leukering 
and  Gibbons  2005),  but  unlike  the  explosive 
dispersals  of  White-winged  Dove  and  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove,  Inca  Dove  had  not  reached  the 
East — aside  from  a bird  a month  earlier  in 
Maryland,  5-6  November.  An  Inca  Dove  noted 
18  October-14  December  in  Hamblen  County, 
Tennessee,  that  state’s  third,  may  also  indicate 
an  eastward  turn  in  vagrancy.  The  species’ 
eastward  spread  along  the  Gulf  Coast  may  be  a 
clue  to  this  turn:  in  Louisiana,  there  were  nu- 
merous indications  that  Inca  Doves  are  no 
longer  confined  to  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  state,  while  in  Mississippi,  14  in  Areola  10 
February  were  considered  “amazing.”  Inca 
Dove’s  northern  boundary  in  the  Great  Plains 
continues  to  move  northward  as  well,  and  it  is 
now  regular  locally  across  Oklahoma,  with 
singles  located  this  season  as  far  north  and 
west  as  Keith  County,  Nebraska  and  Morton 
County,  Kansas.  Although  no  signs  of  spread 


were  noted  beyond  the  two  Colorado  strong- 
holds, Montana’s  first  Inca  Dove  reached  Terry 
2 December  (found  dead  two  days  later). 
There  will  almost  certainly  be  more  such 
records  of  “pioneers,”  successful  or  otherwise, 
in  seasons  to  come. 

On  the  East  Coast,  where  birder  coverage 
has  been  thorough  for  almost  a century,  it 
continues  to  astound  that  the  pool  of  new 
species  is  not  drying  up.  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon  made  the  best  progress  in  their 
overall  list,  with  their  first  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  (a  very  rare  vagrant  anywhere  in  the 
East)  and,  remarkably,  their  long  overdue  first 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye.  Maryland  joined  the 
Carolinas,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and 
Maine  among  East  Coast  states  with  a Tropi- 
cal Kingbird  record.  Although  Maine’s  record 
is  from  1915,  most  other  eastern  records  have 
been  since  1990.  Are  these  records  explained 
by  climate  change — or  because  yellow-bellied 
kingbirds  are  checked  much  more  carefully 
now  than  in  the  past?  Given  that  the  Mary- 
land bird  was  identified  as  Ash-throated  Ely- 
catcher  and  then  as  a Western  Kingbird  before 
being  nailed  down,  the  latter  explanation  may 
be  more  plausible.  New  Jersey  at  last  recorded 
Long-billed  Murrelet,  adding  another  eastern 
state  to  the  list  of  states  that  have  hosted  va- 
grant Long-billeds;  Florida,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Massachusetts  also  have  records.  A state-first 
Calliope  Hummingbird  was  found  in  Con- 
necticut, joining  three  others  in  Massachu- 
setts November-January  for  a record  total  in 
New  England.  Both  of  these  species  have 
shown  relatively  recent  (rather  than  long- 
term) patterns  of  dispersal. 

Snow  Geese  are  much  less  common  in  the 
New  England  region  than  in  Atlantic  states 
farther  south  (through  North  Carolina),  and 
vagrant  Ross’s  Geese  are  correspondingly 
much  harder  to  find  in  the  Northeast  than  in 
the  Hudson-Delaware  and  Middle  Atlantic  re- 
gions (indeed,  Todd  Day  notes  that  interest 
has  “waned”  in  reporting  this  species,  which  is 
regular  at  Chincoteague  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  in  Virginia  now).  But  Ross’s  Goose  has 
been  a very  recent  addition  for  Maine  and 
Massachusetts — and  one  in  Connecticut  this 
winter  will  represent  that  state’s  very  first.  The 
East  Coast’s  first  came  in  1971  at  Pea  Island 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  North  Carolina,  and 
records  have  increased  almost  exponentially 
since  that  winter.  In  the  Palearctic,  in  Iceland 
and  Greenland,  populations  of  Pink-footed 
Goose  have  increased  substantially  in  recent 
years,  and,  correspondingly,  the  tempo  of  va- 
grant records  from  the  Northeast  has  acceler- 


ated: Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  Quebec, 
Newfoundland,  and  Massachusetts  all  have  re- 
cent records,  and  older  records  in  the  East 
come  from  New  York  and  Delaware.  Rhode  Is- 
land got  into  the  game  this  year,  when  two 
state-first  birds  near  Newport  in  Janu- 
ary-February  joined  six  other  goose  species, 
among  them  six  Cacklings,  a Barnacle,  and 
four  Greenland  Greater  White-fronteds. 

In  the  1990s,  the  prospect  of  multiple 
Scott’s  Orioles  east  of  the  Mississippi  would 
have  seemed  preposterous.  This  season,  both 
Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania  had  state  firsts  of 
this  southwestern  oriole,  the  former  found  in 
early  February,  the  latter  found  19  February. 
The  nearest  record  of  the  species  comes  from 
Georgia,  where  that  state’s  first  was  document- 
ed 3-8  November  2002.  Indiana’s  first  Bullock’s 
Oriole  pales  in  comparison  to  its  Audubon’s 
Oriole,  seen  24  January-15  February.  Al- 
though Audubon’s  Oriole  has  been  expanding 
slightly  in  Texas  (note  the  Hill  Country  records 
in  this  season’s  report),  it  is  essentially  un- 
known as  a vagrant  and  has  not  been  recorded 
in  the  United  States  outside  of  Texas  (other 
than  a sight  report  from  Ohio,  20  December 
1995).  Almost  as  remarkable,  a state-first  Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  in  Iowa  joins  the  three  in 
Texas  as  the  only  records  from  a state  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Could  this  species  stray 
as  far  east  as  Louisiana  and  New  York,  as  has 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker?  West  Virginia’s  first 
Inca  Dove  is  discussed  above,  but  its  first  Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler  visiting  a feeder  in  Harper’s 
Ferry  10-15  February  also  represents  one  of 
the  few  eastern  records  before  fall  2006,  when 
singles  were  in  Maine  28-30  September  and 
Rhode  Island  8 October;  older  eastern  records 
come  from  New  Jersey  in  October  1962, 
Labrador  in  September  1994,  Nova  Scotia  in 
November  1994,  and  Maine  in  May  1998.  Was 
this  a boom  year  for  the  species  in  the  East? 

Several  species  showing  long-term  expan- 
sions crossed  arbitrary  political  boundaries 
for  the  first  time  this  season:  Wisconsin’s  first 
Great-tailed  Grackle  finally  turned  up  at  Hori- 
con  Marsh,  and  a Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow 
snuck  across  the  Iowa  border  to  a Nebraska 
feeder.  A Slaty-backed  Gull  (discussed  be- 
low), first  found  in  Iowa,  also  visited  Nebras- 
ka this  season.  To  the  south,  the  Gulf  Coast 
had  two  significant  vagrants.  Eirst,  a male 
Common  Eider  shot  by  a hunter  in  Nueces 
County,  Texas  8 January  is  the  first  for  Texas. 
The  Gulf  Coast  has  no  records  of  this  species 
west  of  Florida  but  has  a handful  or  more  of 
the  more  northerly  breeding  King  Eider. 
Mlodinow  (1999)  discusses  this  and  other 
discrepancies  in  eider  vagrancy.  Common  Ei- 
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der  has  recently  made  inroads  in  the  southern  let  provided  a remarkable  first  state  record, 

states,  and  on  the  West  Coast,  there  have  been  Just  two  others  had  previously  been  identified 

recent  firsts  for  Washington  and  California,  west  of  Texas;  one  in  New  Mexico  and  one  in 

both  back  in  2004.  Perhaps  more  remarkable.  Orange  County,  California,  first  found  31  De- 

a Mangrove  Cuckoo  (Figure  1)  turned  up  cember  1997.  How  many  other  Couch’s  have 

along  the  Mississippi  River  in  St.  Bernard  been  passed  over  as  Tropical  Kingbirds?  In 

Parish,  Louisiana  23-24  December.  With  Washington,  a Whooper  Swan  at  Snohomish 

about  ten  records  of  vagrants  from  Texas,  was  overdue,  considering  that  California  has 

falling  primarily  April-August  (Lockwood  had  over  a dozen  records,  and  some  of  those 

and  Freeman  2004),  and  few  other  records  birds  have  crossed  into  Oregon  as  well  (McE- 

outside  of  their  limited  U.S.  range,  a Christ-  neaney  2004).  A White-tailed  Eagle  pho- 

mastime  record  from  Louisiana  would  seem  tographed  at  Kilauea,  Hawaii  Island  (and  seen 

far-fetched,  were  it  not  for  two  Texas  records  eating  a Laysan  Albatross!)  prompts  the  ques- 

from  December.  tion:  should  West  Coasters  be  watching  for 

West  of  the  Rockies,  the  haul  of  firsts  was  White-tailed  Eagles  too?  Absolutely. 


Figure  1 . Although  not  entirely  unprecedented  in  winter  on  the  Texas  Gulf  Coast,  this  Mangrofe  Cuckoo  in  St.  Bernard  Parish 
23-24  (here  24)  December  2096  furnished  the  first  record  sf  the  species  for  Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Dave  Patton. 


somewhat  lower  but  included  some  remark- 
able species.  Gulls  were  at  the  forefront,  with 
a Western  Gull  in  Utah,  Iceland  Gull  in  New 
Mexico  and  Utah,  and  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  in  Arizona  (discussed  below).  A possible 
Gilded  Flicker  in  southwestern  Utah  was  sur- 
prising, considering  that  this  species  has  been 
stable  or  declining  in  its  northern  and  north- 
western margins.  Not  without  precedent,  but 
still  not  expected  anywhere  away  from  Texas, 
a vocal  Couch’s  Kingbird  discovered  feeding 
on  dead  honeybees  in  a western  Arizona  ham- 


In  Mexico,  state  lists  have  not  traditionally 
been  kept  as  passionately  as  in  the  United 
States,  but  there  is  increasing  momentum  in 
that  direction,  and  students  of  bird  distribu- 
tion will  be  the  beneficiaries,  as  the  avian  bio- 
geography in  Mexico  is  tracked  more  rigor- 
ously and  accurately.  The  state  lists  for  the 
Baja  California  Peninsula  are  being  carefully 
tracked  by  the  Regional  Editors,  with  Erick- 
son et  al.  (2001)  as  a framework.  The  north- 
ern state  added  the  overdue  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull,  but  the  southern  state  (with  a 


lower  overall  list)  fared  quite  a bit  better,  doc- 
umenting its  first  White-winged  Scoter  as 
well  as  its  first  Common  Black-Hawk.  But  the 
zootie  of  zooties  in  Baja  California  Sur  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  winter  sea- 
son— a Yellow-browed  Warbler  found  win- 
tering in  a bird-rich  town  at  the  peninsula’s 
tip.  With  just  three  Alaska  records  and  one 
sight  record  from  Wisconsin,  this  Siberian 
bird  was  surely  a shocker  as  a Mexican  first. 
In  Sonora,  a Red-necked  Grebe  photographed 
at  Puerto  Penasco  this  winter  follows  two  pre- 
vious December  sight  records  from  the  same 
location  (1996  and  2001).  Some  other  Mexi- 
can highlights  included  an  Arizona  Wood- 
pecker well  east  in  Camino  Real,  Tamaulipas; 
this  species  has  no  known  pattern  of  vagrancy 
within  the  United  States,  and  a record  so  far 
outside  the  mapped  range  (see  Howell  and 
Webb  1995)  may  be  more  of  a shocker  than 
the  Yellow-browed  Warbler!  Some  other  less 
surprising  “firsts”  included  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  in  the  Distrito  Federal;  descriptions  of 
two  Golden-cheeked  Warblers  and  a heard- 
only  Central  American  Pygmy-Owl,  both  first 
documented  records  for  the  Yucatan  Peninsu- 
la subregion  and  for  the  state  of  Quintana 
Roo;  and  a first  Vermilion  Flycatcher  for  well- 
birded  Cozumel  Island,  off  the  coast  of  that 
state.  The  Bahamas  scored  two  new  birds  this 
season  as  well,  its  first  well-documented  (sec- 
ond reported)  Bufflehead  and  its  first-ever 
Eastern  Bluebird,  with  its  first  Ross’s  Goose 
continuing  from  November.  But  the  big  news 
item  in  the  Caribbean  was  the  discovery  of  a 
Brown  Trembler  on  Antigua;  previous  reports 
on  that  island  had  been  poorly  documented 
and  so  not  given  much  credence. 

While  summarizing  first  state  records  in 
the  East,  we  noted  many  of  the  more  surpris- 
ing vagrants  from  the  southwestern  states  or 
Mexico  were  found:  1)  at  feeders,  and  2)  in 
late  January  through  February.  These  attrib- 
utes were  true  of  a Townsend’s  Warbler  in 
Massachusetts,  Scott’s  Orioles  in  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Tennessee,  a Virginia’s  Warbler  in 
West  Virginia,  and  many  others.  Not  surpris- 
ingly, these  records  coincided  with  the  abrupt 
cold  snap  at  that  time,  which  almost  certainly 
forced  these  non-hardy  birds  to  the  only  con- 
sistent food  sources:  bird  feeders.  Birders  who 
speculate  on  such  things  often  debate  de- 
tectability. For  example,  do  western  hum- 
mingbirds arrive  in  the  East  in  August  and 
September  and  tend  to  find  feeders  in  late  Oc- 
tober and  November,  when  it  first  turns  cold? 
Or  do  they  actually  arrive  in  late  October  and 
November?  The  prevalent  theory  explaining 
the  arrival  of  many  southwestern  vagrants 
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Figure  2.  Like  Snail  Kites,  Limpkins  have  been  expanding  their  ranges  in  western 
Mexico  in  recent  years.  This  bird  was  near  Cruz  de  Loreto,  Jalisco,  Mexico  5 January 
2007.  Photograph  by  Marshall  I Iliff. 


(incluciing  many  hummingbirds,  Cave  Swal- 
lows, Ash-throated  Flycatchers,  etc.)  has  been 
that  they  reach  the  Northeast  in  warm-core 
sector  winds  that  precede  strong  Octo- 
ber-December  cold  fronts  (Sullivan  and 
Wood  2004).  Heil  (1981)  tied  late  Novem- 
ber-early December  records  of  Lucy’s  Warbler 
and  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  in  New 
England  to  such  a frontal  passage  during 
those  weeks. 

The  pattern  from  this  winter  does  not  re- 
ject the  hypothesis  that  many  of  the  rarest 
western  and  southwestern  vagrants  arrived  in 
the  October-December  period,  when  the 
strong  cold  fronts  coincide  with  bird  move- 
ments and  migration.  Too,  autumn/early  win- 
ter 2006  appears  to  have  been  an  exceptional- 
ly good  season  for  western  vagrants  in  the 
East.  With  the  mild  climate  across  much  of 
the  Midwest  and  East  in  November,  Decem- 
ber, and  into  early  January,  survivorship  for 
vagrant  orioles  and  warblers  wintering  in 
woodlots  must  have  been  quite  high — and 
the  natural  settings  they  inhabited  kept  them 
from  being  widely  detected  on  Christmas  Bird 
Counts,  for  instance.  But  when  winter  arrived 


with  a vengeance  in  mid-Janu- 
ary, we  presume  that  those  in- 
sectivores  were  suddenly  be- 
tween a rock  and  a cold  place 
and  were  forced  out  of  their  pre- 
viously insect-rich  wintering 
grounds  and  sought  out  other 
food  sources,  finding  hospitable 
feeders  in  places  such  as  Jeffer- 
son County,  West  Virginia  (Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler),  Jefferson 
County,  Indiana  (Audubon’s 
Oriole),  and  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania  (Scott’s  Oriole). 
We  know  of  no  previous  winter 
season  with  a comparable  list  of 
feeder  vagrants  across  such  a 
wide  swath  of  the  East  and 
Northeast. 

Of  escargots  and  bird 
distribution 

Iliff  has  been  fortunate  to  con- 
duct tours  for  the  past  three 
winters  from  a ranch  at  El  Tuito, 
south  of  Puerto  Vallarta,  Jalisco, 
Mexico.  In  the  six-year  gap  be- 
tween Howell  and  Webb’s  1995 
Birds  of  Mexico  and  Northern 
Central  America  and  the  onset  of 
North  American  Birds  coverage 
of  this  area  (in  2001),  numerous 
changes  in  bird  distribution 
took  place,  and  two  species — Limpkin  and 
Snail  Kite — illustrate  perfectly  how  rapidly 
some  tropical  birds  respond  to  changes  in 
food  resources.  In  January  2006,  Iliff  was  sur- 
prised to  flush  a Limpkin  from  an  irrigation 
ditch  near  Cruz  de  Loreto,  Jalisco  (Figure  2), 
and  doubly  stunned  to  see  another  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Ameca,  north  of  Puerto  Val- 
larta, a few  days  later.  Brian  Gibbons  found 
more  in  the  area  the  next  month,  including 
several  in  Cruz  de  Loreto  and  at  Laguna  de 
Quelele  in  adjacent  Nayarit.  In  early  2007,  at 
least  6 were  at  Cruz  de  Loreto,  and  Gibbons 
found  one  at  a small  pond  in  El  Tuito.  This 
season,  Iliff  was  even  more  stunned  to  see  a 
female-plumaged  Snail  Kite  at  Cruz  de  Lore- 
to 7 January  (Figure  3). 

Howell  and  Webb  (1993)  show  essentially 
the  same  range  maps  for  both  species:  resi- 
dent along  the  Gulf  coast  from  Honduras  and 
northern  Guatemala  north  through  the  Yu- 
catan Peninsula  to  central  Veracruz,  with  a 
small  lobe  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec 
to  the  Pacific  Slope  of  Oaxaca  for  Snail  Kite 
and  a coastal  sliver  from  southern  Oaxaca  to 
El  Salvador  for  Limpkin.  The  recent  history  of 


Snail  Kite  in  Panama  is  instructive.  As  of  Wet- 
more’s  (1965)  treatment  of  the  country’s  avi- 
fauna, there  had  been  but  a single  record.  The 
species’  status  had  changed  little  as  of  Ridge- 
ly  and  Gwynn’s  (1989)  update  on  the  coun- 
try’s avifauna;  five  sight  records  from  the 
Canal  Zone  and  the  western  province  of 
Chiriqul,  including  “several  pairs  evidently 
breeding  (one  nest  seen)”  in  1973.  Angehr 
(1999)  detailed  the  dramatic  next  chapter.  Al- 
though much  of  Panama  was  forested  and  de- 
void of  extensive  marsh  systems  during  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  successful  completion 
of  the  Panama  Canal  in  1914  brought  with  it 
the  creation  of  Gatun  Lake,  which  now  occu- 
pies 420  square  kilometers  in  central  Panama. 
Snail  Kite  remained  essentially  unknown 
from  this  area  for  80  years,  with  its  closest 
population  centers  in  western  Colombia  and 
the  Tempisque  Basin  of  Costa  Rica  (350  and 
650  km  distant,  respectively).  Starting  in  the 
late  1980s,  the  apple  snail  Pomacea  lattrei  (per 
Cazzaniga  [2002] , Pomacea  taxonomy  is  com- 
plex; P.  lattrei  may  be  a synonym  of  P.jlagella- 
ta)  was  introduced  from  Guatemala  in  an  at- 
tempt to  control  the  invasive  aquatic  plant 
Hydrilla  verticillata.  The  introduction  was 
successful,  and  the  snails  spread  throughout 
the  lake  within  a few  years  and  drastically  re- 
duced the  Hydrilla.  A native  Pomacea  snail 
had  provided  an  unsuitable  food  source  for 
Snail  Kites,  as  it  was  a bottom  dweller,  but 
this  new  species,  which  fed  on  floating  vege- 
tation, proved  much  more  accessible  to  Snail 
Kites,  and  their  colonization  of  the  area  fol- 
lowed within  just  a few  years.  Kites  were  first 
observed  at  Barro  Colorado  Island  in  Gatun 
Lake  in  May  or  June  1994,  with  14  present  in 
February  1995,  along  with  several  nests  un- 
der construction.  Three  months  later,  37  kites 
were  found  at  two  sites  at  Barro  Colorado, 
and  numbers  have  since  swollen  such  that  up 
to  100  can  be  seen  in  this  area  on  a single 
train  trip  across  Gatun  Lake.  Angehr  (1999) 
considers  it  possible  that  the  species  expand- 
ed to  Barro  Colorado  after  first  colonizing  an- 
other part  of  the  lake,  but  whatever  the  vec- 
tor, the  kites  quickly  found  and  exploited  the 
new  food  resource  at  Gatun  Lake,  colonizing 
within  less  than  a decade.  Females  may  breed 
at  only  10  months  of  age  (Angehr  1999),  but 
even  so,  the  extremely  rapid  colonization  of 
this  area  is  remarkable  and  suggests  immigra- 
tion. The  Central  America  report  comments 
twice  on  the  species  this  winter.  Fifty  were 
counted  at  recently  created  wetlands  site  8 
kilometers  west-northwest  of  Canas,  Gua- 
nacaste  Province,  Costa  Rica,  along  a pre- 
sumptive flight  path  for  birds  moving  be- 
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tween  the  two  major  population  centers  at 
Palo  Verde  and  Cano  Negro:  another  example 
of  Snail  Kites  colonizing  a new  area. 

Returning  to  western  Mexico,  we  find  a 
similar  tale.  Both  Limpkin  and  Snail  Kite  are 
now  regular  at  the  Manzanillo  marshes  of  Col- 
ima, about  120  kilometers  southeast  of  Cruz 
de  Loreto.  A single  Limpkin  there  in  Novem- 
ber 1994  constituted  the  first  record  north  and 
west  of  the  area  of  regular  occurrence  in  east- 
ern Oaxaca,  some  1000  km  to  the  east-south- 
east (Howell  1994).  Two  there  in  March  1995 
swelled  to  six  in  December  1995  and  20  in 
February  2001  (Howell  1994,  2004).  By  2000, 
the  species  had  also  spread  270  km  north- 
northwest  to  San  Bias,  Nayarit  (Howell  2004), 
where  it  is  now  rather  common.  In  Jalisco, 
Palomera-Garcia  (2006)  reports  records  at  a 
minimum  of  four  locations  in  southern  Jalisco 
from  1999,  2001,  and  2005. 

Although  lagging  a few  years  behind  the 
Limpkin,  Snail  Kite’s  immigration  in  Mexico 
has  been  similar.  Palomera-Garcia  (2006)  re- 
ported a nesting  pair  at  Manzanillo  marshes 
as  early  as  1998,  and  Howell  (2004)  further 
reported  records  of  three  birds  (including  an 
adult  male  and  a juvenile)  from  the  Man- 
zanillo marshes  in  February  2000,  which  had 
grown  to  five  birds  by  February  2002.  Howell 
(2004)  further  clarifies  the  nearest  Pacific 
Slope  record,  mapped  by  Howell  and  Webb 
(1995):  four  (one  adult  male,  three  fe- 
male/immatures)  at  Ometepec  Junction,  in 
eastern  Guerrero,  18  April  1988,  about  700 
kilometers  east-southeast  of  Manzanillo.  Snail 
Kites  were  discovered  at  San  Bias  shortly  after 
Manzanillo,  being  noted  there  from  January 
2000  on  (Howell  2004).  Palomera-Garcia 
(2006)  reports  Jalisco’s  first  Snail  Kite  report, 
a sight  record  from  Laguna  de  Tule,  Barra  de 
Navidad,  in  December  2004;  the  one  pho- 
tographed at  Cruz  de  Loreto  could  have  been 
a wanderer,  but  the  species  does  have  the  po- 
tential to  colonize  the  irrigation  canals  and 
scattered  marshes,  as  have  the  Limpkins  in 
the  area. 

Limpkin  and  Snail  Kite  have  remarkable 
dispersal  abilities  that  are  under-appreciated 
by  birders.  Limpkin  has  occurred  north  to 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland  (twice), 
and  Nova  Scotia.  Snail  Kite  has  a less  impres- 
sive pattern  of  vagrancy,  but  two  have  reached 
south  Texas  (22-26  July  1977;  17-29  May 
1998;  Lockwood  and  Freeman  2004),  and  one 
adult  male  was  widely  enjoyed  in  South  Car- 
olina during  at  least  14  May-June  2007;  the 
bird  dined  extensively  on  crayfish.  But  va- 
grancy is  one  thing,  while  colonization  is  yet 
another,  especially  for  a dietary  specialist.  The 


story  of  colonization  of  Snail  Kites  in  Panama 
prompted  us  to  look  more  carefully  at  the  sit- 
uation in  western  Mexico.  It  turns  out  there  is 
a story  here  as  well.  Pomacea  jlagellata,  the  fa- 
vored food  of  the  kites  and  Limpkins  in  south- 
eastern Mexico,  had  historically  been  restrict- 
ed to  Veracruz,  Chiapas,  and  the  Yucatan 


Peninsula.  However,  in  1990,  this  aquatic 
snail  was  discovered  in  Colima,  and  its  range 
appears  to  have  since  spread  to  at  least  Lagu- 
na del  Rosario,  Jalisco,  where  Jalisco’s  first  was 
recorded  when  a shell  was  recovered  after  the 
snail  was  eaten  by  a Limpkin  (Palomera-Gar- 
cia 2006).  One  might  assume  that  the  snail  is 
established  around  San  Bias  as  well,  given  the 
presence  of  Snail  Kites  and  Limpkins  there. 
Birders  in  western  Mexico  should  be  alert  for 
the  presence  of  Pomacea  snails  at  other  fresh- 
water locations  and  likewise  should  be  aware 
that  Snail  Kite  and  Limpkin  may  continue  to 
expand  their  ranges.  Furthermore,  birders  in 
Texas  and  on  the  Gulf  coasts  should  he  aware 
that  a suitable  food  source,  more  so  than  dis- 
persal ability  or  any  other  limitation,  may  be 
the  limiting  factor  for  those  species  there.  In- 
troduced Pomacea,  which  could  have  serious 
environmental  repercussions  should  they 
spread,  have  been  found  in  multiple  counties 
from  Houston  to  southern  Texas  (Howells 
2005),  which  raises  the  possibility  that  Limp- 
kin or  Snail  Kite  could  colonize  southern 
Texas  as  well! 

Larophilic  nirvana 

Has  the  reader  noted  the  steady  increase  in 
photographs  of  gulls  in  this  journal  over  the 
past  decade? 

From  the  Pacific  Northwest  to  Baja  Califor- 


nia, Utah  to  Arizona,  Minnesota  to  eastern 
Mexico,  and  New  Hampshire  to  Florida,  this 
winter  was  a great  one  for  gulls  and  those 
who  watch  them.  Although  Ross’s  and  Black- 
tailed Gulls  were  conspicuously  absent,  two 
species  stole  the  show:  Lesser  Black-backed 
and  Slaty-backed  Gulls.  The  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  invasion  of 
the  continent  has  a saga 
for  well  over  50  years.  It 
was  first  reported  in 
North  America  in  1934 
(Edwards  1935)  and  first 
confirmed  with  a speci- 
men from  Assateague  Is- 
land, Virginia/Maryland, 
in  1948  (Buckalew  1950). 
As  recently  as  the  late 
1970s,  it  was  still  a red- 
letter  bird  along  much  of 
the  East  Coast.  The  pace 
quickened  in  the  1980s 
and  by  the  1990s,  triple- 
digit counts  were  to  be 
had  at  select  East  Coast 
sites  (especially  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania).  In 
some  regions,  the  species 
has  become  so  numerous  as  to  escape  enu- 
meration, though  Ricky  Davis  couldn’t  help 
but  remark  on  high  counts  in  the  Southeast 
(e.g.,  52  at  Tybee  Island,  Georgia)  this  season, 
and  Pennsylvanians  bragged  of  their  315 
counted  at  Peace  Valley  Park.  (Anyone  who 
doubts  that  the  species  is  nesting  in  North 
America  should  visit  the  200  largest  Herring 
Gull  colonies  north  of  the  Canadian  border  to 
prove  the  case.  But  this  is  a winter  column,  so 
no  more  talk  of  nesting  birds.) 

Lagging  somewhat  behind  this  boom  on  the 
East  Coast  has  been  a burgeoning  number  of 
midwestern  and  western  records.  Away  from 
the  immediate  East  Coast,  the  species  drew 
comment  from  Florida,  Indiana,  Illinois... well 
pretty  much  every  region  south  of  Canada  (the 
Western  Great  Lakes  and  Pacific  Northwest  be- 
ing notable  exceptions).  Among  several  com- 
ments on  the  species  in  Texas  were  that  El  Paso 
County  got  its  third,  and  in  Colorado  counts  of 
five  and  four  at  a single  location  are  already 
prompting  yawns;  Colorado  got  its  first  in  1977 
and  its  second  in  1988.  In  well-watched  Cali- 
fornia, the  state’s  first  came  in  1978,  followed 
by  five  records  1985-1987;  the  next  record  in 
1994  marked  the  beginning  of  annual  occur- 
rence for  the  species,  with  a total  of  23  records 
by  the  end  of  2003;  by  the  end  of  2005,  anoth- 
er five  had  been  found.  But  last  winter,  the  dam 
broke,  and  the  pattern  in  California  reverberat- 


Figure  3.  This  female-plumaged  Snail  Kite  was  near  Cryz  de  Loreto,  Jalisco,  Mexico  7 January 
2007,  the  first  to  be  photographically  documented  in  Jalisco  and  one  of  very  few  records 
from  that  state.  Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 
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ed  throughout  the  West.  At  the  Salton  Sea 
alone,  there  were  no  fewer  than  nine  (possibly 
more),  with  two  elsewhere  in  the  state  for  a 
record  total  of  1 f birds.  Baja  California  birders 
have  been  actively  seeking  the  peninsula’s  hrst 
for  several  years  now,  and  this  year  at  least  four 
were  found:  three  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  and 
one  within  yards  of  the  Baja  California  Sur 
state  line.  Even  in  gull-depauperate  Arizona,  a 
state  first  showed  up  near  Palo  Verde  10-16 
December,  while  New  Mexico  got  its  second  at 
Elephant  Butte  Lake  24  january-7  February.  In 
Utah,  three  adults  were  scattered  around  the 
state  8 December-11  February,  and  two  were 
in  British  Columbia.  South  of  the  border  (and 
away  from  Baja),  there  were  no  other  Pacihc 
reports,  but  eight  at  a single  location  in 
Tamaulipas  seemed  impressive,  and  amazingly 
the  species  is  now  considered  so  commonplace 
on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  that  this  season’s  re- 
ports were  not  detailed.  Back  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  Christmas  Bird  Counters  found  31 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  on  Grand  Bahama 
Island  15  December. 

So,  two  questions  remain.  How  many 
years  until  Hawaii  gets  its  hrst  Lesser  Black- 
backed  (our  guess  is  less  than  three),  and 
where  and  when  will  the  North  American 
nesting  grounds  be  found?  The  species  likely 
has  multiple  colonies  in  Canada  that  have 
been  creeping  westward.  Maybe  this  year  was 
the  year  that  the  westernmost  colony  had  a 
boom  year  of  recruitment  of  new  adults  and 
new  fledglings  (a  handful  of  birds  west  of  tbe 
Plains  states  were  hrst-year  birds).  Oops — 
did  we  say  no  more  talk  of  nesting  birds? 

Although  Slaty-backed  Gull  originates 
from  the  other  side  of  Eurasia,  the  question 
puts  itself:  is  Slaty-backed  the  new  Lesser 
Black-backed?  Consider  its  history  in  North 
America.  The  hrst  Slaty-backed  for  the  Low- 
er 48  was  a red-letter  adult  found  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri/lllinois,  in  December  1983,  back 
when  any  dark-backed  gull  there  was  red-let- 
ter. Goetz,  Rudder,  and  Snetsinger  (1984) 
wrote  an  excellent  paper  detailing  the  identi- 
hcation  of  this  outlandish  vagrant,  with  spe- 
cial attention  to  wing  pattern.  They  describe 
the  known  distribution  at  the  time  as  “un- 
common summer  and  rare  fall  visitor  to 
western  Alaska  and  Aleutians,  rare  on  north 
coast  [ . . . ] Additionally,  it  has  become  a fair- 
ly regular  fall  visitor  as  far  east  as  Anchorage 
on  the  Pacihc  coast  (T.  G.,  Tobish,  pers. 
comm.),  although  it  had  been  unrecorded  at 
Anchorage  prior  to  1979.”  Although  recent 
summer  counts  of  up  to  30  at  Nome  seem 
high  (North  American  Birds  60:  566),  they  are 
matched  by  counts  of  39+  as  far  back  as  to  9 


July  1984  (Kessel  1989).  Even  this  year, 
nothing  unusual  seemed  to  be  afoot  in  Alas- 
ka. Tobish  comments:  “the  only  Slaty-backed 
Gull  away  from  the  Bering  Sea  was  a single 
that  was  considered  a local  returnee.”  Prior 
to  the  St.  Louis  bird,  the  only  record  south  of 
Alaska  was  one  at  Clover  Point,  Victoria, 
British  Columbia  on  1 March  1974  (Rober- 
son 1980);  in  the  years  since  then,  singles 
have  appeared  in  such  diverse  locations  as 
lowa/lllinois  (December  1988-February 
1989),  Brownsville,  Texas  (February  1992), 
Niagara,  New  York  (November-December 
1992),  Mississippi  (February  1993),  Indiana 
(March  1993),  Key  West,  Florida  (September 
2002),  and  Balmorhea  Lake,  Texas  (Decem- 
ber 2003).  Reports  of  Slaty-backed-like  gulls 
have  been  equally  widespread.  But  surpris- 
ingly, in  the  intervening  years,  its  abundance 
in  Alaska  has  changed  little. 

The  pattern  south  of  Alaska  has  clearly 
changed.  In  January  2005,  California  got  its 
overdue  hrst  at  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo 
County,  followed  by  two  more  at  the  same  lo- 
cation in  the  next  two  months.  The  next  win- 
ter, 13  more  were  reported,  most  of  them  at 
Half  Moon  Bay,  and  a 2001  photograph  from 
Half  Moon  Bay  surfaced  and  was  accepted  by 
the  California  Bird  Records  Committee.  This 
winter  there  were  “only”  two  at  Half  Moon 
Bay,  but  either  due  to  increased  awareness 
elsewhere  (or,  more  probably,  to  a larger  “in- 
vasion” throughout),  seven  others  were 
found  at  four  new  locations  from  Monterey 
County  all  the  way  north  to  Humboldt  Coun- 
ty (with  more  to  follow  in  the  spring  report). 
Could  this  widespread  invasion  be  tied  to  the 
“amazing”  39+  Glaucous  Gulls  in  northern 
California?  Although  recent  Slaty-backeds 
have  been  restricted  to  the  northern  half  of 
the  state,  California’s  chronological  hrst  was 
just  accepted  when  a 5 February  1995  record 
of  a second-winter  in  Ventura  County  was  re- 
evaluated and  accepted  by  the  California  Bird 
Records  Committee.  A dark-backed  adult 
gull  in  Hawaii  may  have  been  a Slaty-backed, 
a species  with  just  a dozen  state  records. 
Mexico  awaits  its  hrst,  presuming  that  a 
“probable  adult”  reported  1 2 December  from 
Playa  Bagdad,  Tamaulipas  does  not  qualify  as 
the  country’s  hrst.  To  the  north  of  California, 
Washington  had  just  one  this  year,  its 
eleventh  (10  since  1994). 

To  the  east,  an  adult  photographed  in 
western  Iowa  17-21  December,  the  state’s  sec- 
ond, may  have  been  the  same  bird  that  pro- 
vided a potential  hrst  for  adjacent  Nebraska 
21  December.  In  the  western  Great  Lakes, 
Minnesota’s  second  (the  hrst  was  21  July-14 


August  2006;  North  American  Birds  60:  530- 
531)  was  furnished  by  an  adult  in  Dakota 
County;  a fourth-winter  in  Washington 
County  that  moved  to  the  Mississippi  River 
provided  a Pierce  County,  Wisconsin  record 
too.  Wisconsin  had  two  other  reports  as  well, 
but  photographs  showed  that  one  of  those 
was  likely  the  same  bird  seen  in  Pierce  Coun- 
ty (further  demonstrating  the  importance  of 
securing  good  images  of  these  birds!).  New 
York  had  two,  one  at  Niagara  Falls  2-3  De- 
cember, the  other  photographed  at  the  Mon- 
ticello  Landhll,  Sullivan  County,  24  Janu- 
ary-10  February.  In  southern  New  Hamp- 
shire, a remarkable  landhll  that  had  hosted 
New  England’s  hrst  Slaty-backed  (found  23 
December  2003)  had  another  adult  this  win- 
ter 2-22  January;  and,  when  lliff,  Jeremiah 
Trimble,  and  Bob  Stymeist  visited  18  January, 
they  found  a third-winter  Slaty-backed!  Fi- 
nally, at  our  easternmost  extreme,  at  least 
three  different  adults  were  at  the  gull  mecca 
of  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland  this  winter,  pos- 
sibly the  same  as  the  two  adults  and  one 
third-winter  found  there  the  previous  winter 
(the  only  previous  provincial  records).  Two 
decades  after  the  second  Lower  48  record,  no 
fewer  than  eleven  Slaty-backed  Gulls  were 
found.  Can  Iceland’s/Europe’s  hrst  be  far  be- 
hind? So  if  the  occurrence  of  Slaty-backed 
Gull  is  not  increasing  in  Alaska  concurrent 
with  its  explosion  elsewhere,  what  is  going 
on?  Have  breeders  colonized  High  Arctic  ar- 
eas east  of  Alaska?  Are  “reverse  migrants” 
coming  over  the  pole?  Are  seafaring  birds 
shortcutting  from  Kamchatka  to  California? 
Or  is  Alaska  vast  enough,  and  the  birds’  tran- 
sit time  short  enough,  that  an  increase  there 
has  not  been  apparent? 

And  what  of  Vega  Gull?  This  (relatively) 
distinctive  form  of  Herring  Gull  (Lams  ar- 
gentatus  vegae),  split  as  a separate  species  by 
some  authorities,  outnumbers  Slaty-backed 
Gull  essentially  throughout  western  Alaska, 
but  it  remains  little  known  away  from  its 
“normal”  range.  In  Alaska,  records  away 
from  normal  areas  of  occurrence  on  the 
Bering  Sea  and  Aleutians  are  extremely 
scarce.  To  the  south,  there  has  been  a rash  of 
sightings,  many  with  photographs  but  few 
with  consensus,  from  the  California  coast 
and  spottily  east  to  at  least  Texas.  This  year, 
one  at  Renton  28  December  was  considered 
Washington’s  first,  while  the  northern  Cali- 
fornia editors  cautioned:  “as  we  gain  an  un- 
derstanding of  variation  in  the  Herring  Gull 
complex,  it  will  be  interesting  to  determine 
the  status  of  this  taxon  in  the  Region.”  Lams 
argcntatus  vegae  remains  an  identihcation 
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enigma.  Most  reports  thus  far  have  been  of 
immatures;  why  are  there  not  more  adults? 
Not  only  is  it  a gull  (and  thus  variable  and 
hard  to  identify),  but  we  are  still  quantifying, 
or  rather  speculating  upon,  the  normal  varia- 
tion within  smithsonianus  Herring  Gulls,  es- 
pecially those  on  the  West  Coast  that  seem 
more  prone  to  show  a tail  band  (Howell  and 
King  1998,  Howell  and  Dunn  2007).  Euro- 
pean Herring  Gull  (Larus  argentatus  argenta- 
tus/argenteus) , which  would  seem  a likely 
candidate  to  occur  across  much  of  the  conti- 
nent, may  in  fact  be  inseparable  in  subadult 
plumages  from  vegae  (Howell  and  Dunn 
2007).  And  what  about  the  potential  of  hy- 
bridization between  smithsoniams  and  Lesser 
Black-backeds?  Could  genetic  analysis  of  ap- 
parent hybrids  resolve  some  of  the  riddles  we 
observe  in  the  field?  Would  more  color-band- 
ing of  gulls  at  their  colonies  help?  Well,  if 
nothing  else.  North  American  gull-watchers 
will  continue  to  have  something  to  discuss  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Field  Identification  listserv 
for  the  next  decade  or  two. 

Ignoring  all  caveats  about  taxonomic  un- 
certainties in  the  Thayer’s-Kumlien’s-lceland 
complex,  we  note  that  “Iceland  Gull”  was  re- 
ported in  no  fewer  than  ten  states  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  this  year.  Although  many  of 
these  will  be  subject  to  deliberation  by  state 
records  committees,  it  seems  apparent  that 
some  Iceland  Gulls  do  occur  as  vagrants  as  far 
west  as  the  Pacific.  From  East  to  West,  no- 
table reports  this  year  included:  Florida’s 
eleventh  at  Perdido  Landfill,  Escambia  Coun- 
ty; the  sixth  and  seventh  for  Alabama;  a first- 
winter  bird  at  Pace  Point,  Tennessee;  “good 
numbers”  in  Wisconsin  and  two  in  Minneso- 
ta; two  in  Iowa;  two  in  North  Dakota;  and  a 
possible  sixth  state  record  for  South  Dakota. 
Farther  west  and  south,  Iceland  Gulls  get  re- 
ally newsworthy.  In  Texas,  single  first-winter 
birds  at  Houston  and  El  Paso  follow  just  a 
handful  of  previously  accepted  records.  The 
El  Paso  bird  shared  its  time  across  the  border 
in  New  Mexico,  furnishing  that  state’s  first, 
which  was  quickly  followed  by  its  second  100 
kilometers  to  the  northwest.  Colorado  had 
one  or  two  as  well,  and  Utah  probably  had 
that  state’s  first.  Along  the  Pacific  Coast,  three 
reported  as  Kumlien’s  in  Alaska  included  two 
at  Ketchikan  in  February  and  one  in  Cook  In- 
let; Alaska  has  had  “a  handful  of  document- 
ed” records,  “mostly  from  autumn.”  And  fi- 
nally, two  different  birds  were  reported  from 
northern  California,  a state  where  Iceland 
Gulls  have  a notoriously  difficult  time  getting 
approved  by  the  state  records  committee,  al- 
though two  recent  records  (of  classic-looking 


Icelands)  gained  much  easier  acceptance  than 
such  birds  did  a decade  ago.  In  a winter  that 
seemed  so  good  for  the  species  south  and 
west  of  its  normal  range,  Ricky  Davis  noted 
that  “white-winged  gulls  were  practically  ab- 
sent” in  the  Southeast,  with  just  one  report  of 
Iceland;  white-winged  gulls  were  generally 
scarce  around  the  south  of  the  Great  Lakes 
and  Pennsylvania  as  well.  But  this  is  not  un- 
usual in  a warm  winter.  Most  reports  of  strong 
numbers  of  white-winged  gulls  in  the  Mid- 
west and  East  came  in  after  the  onset  of  cold 
weather  in  mid-January. 

Other  gull  records  that  caught  our  eye  in- 
cluded: third-winter  Western  Gulls  in  Utah 
(first  state  record)  and  Nevada;  a Thayer’s 
Gull  well  documented  in  Provincetown,  Mas- 
sachusetts, a state  with  inexplicably  few 
records;  a probable  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
at  Redwood  Creek,  Humboldt  County;  an 
odd-looking  gull  that  resembled  a Kelp  Gull  x 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  cross  at  Playa  Bag- 
dad, Tamaulipas,  Mexico  (heaven  knows 
what  that  was);  and  the  Salton  Sea’s  first 
Black-headed  Gull.  Always  among  the  sexiest 
of  winter  gulls  (and  increasingly  so  as  their 
habitat  melts  away).  Ivory  Gulls  reached  An- 
chorage, the  Yukon,  and  the  lower  Hudson 
River  of  New  York.  The  latter  bird  was  an 
adult  enjoyed  by  a large  number  of  lucky 
birders  who  got  there  on  the  one  day  that  its 
presence  was  known  to  birders.  Two  more 
were  in  eastern  Newfoundland,  where  one 
brazen  bird  “came  into  a backyard  kennel  to 
pilfer  dog  food” — we’ve  instructed  our  own 
dogs  (Chula  and  Sasha)  that  if  they  share 
their  food  politely  with  any  Pagophila,  we’ll 
make  it  worth  their  while  in  prime  rib! 

We  can’t  help  but  conclude  with  a wet  blan- 
ket. Gulls  are  gulls.  This  means  that  not  only 
do  we  have  to  contend  with  a dizzying  array  of 
age-related  plumage  variation,  we  must  also 
sort  out  an  equally  dizzying  array  of  individual 
variation.  And  a glance  at  the  25  pages  of  hy- 
brid gull  photos  in  the  superb  new  Gulls  of  the 
Americas  (Howell  and  Dunn  2007)  should 
hopefully  inspire  caution  in  even  the  cockiest 
larophile.  Six  of  those  photographs  are  of  pre- 
sumed Slaty-backed  hybrids.  An  oft-cited  paper 
by  Gustafson  and  Peterjohn  (1994)  suggests 
that  such  hybrids  are  rare.  The  authors  ascribe 
mantle  shade  as  ranging  from  as  dark  as  graell- 
sii  Lesser  Black-backed  to  as  pale  as  Vega  Her- 
ring Gull.  King  and  Carey  (1999)  offered  a con- 
trary opinion,  pointing  out  that  known  hybrid 
pairings  have  been  reported  with  Glaucous- 
winged and  Vega  Gulls,  and  that  the  wide  vari- 
ation in  mantle  color  reported  by  Gustafson 
and  Peterjohn  (1994)  is  almost  certainly  due  to 


this  hybridization.  In  fact,  the  pale  individual 
shown  in  Figures  6 and  7 of  the  Gustafson  and 
Peterjohn  (1994)  article  shows  bleached 
wingtips  and  is  almost  certainly  a hybrid  with  a 
paler-winged  species  such  as  Glaucous-winged 
or  Glaucous.  Similarly,  the  Ohio  record  has 
been  questioned  (e.g.,  Mlodinow  and  O’Brien 
1996)  and  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a pure 
Slaty-backed  Gull.  We  point  this  out  to  stress 
that  not  all  published  information  on  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  seems  to  be  correct  and  also  to 
stress  that  hybrid  Slaty-backeds  are  a distinct 
possibility.  Given  that  Slaty-backed  Gulls  in 
eastern  Siberia  are  the  most  geographically 
proximate  to  the  United  States,  and  given  that 
those  birds  on  the  limit  of  their  range  may  be 
the  most  likely  to  form  hybrid  pairings  with  an- 
other species  (e.g..  Glaucous-winged  Gull),  we 
should  be  especially  cautious  in  assessing  our 
out-of-range  birds.  Indeed,  a Slaty-backed 
identified  in  Maryland  6-23  February  1999  had 
a wing  with  an  odd  pattern  and  a narrow  white 
trailing  edge;  some  have  offered  the  opinion 
that  it  was  in  fact  a hybrid,  possibly  with  Vega 
Gull.  Although  it  is  now  clear  that  Slaty-backed 
Gull  can  appear  literally  anywhere,  state  au- 
thorities should  always  consider  the  hybrid 
question  first  and  assure  that  the  bird  is  consis- 
tent with  known  identification  criteria — birds 
with  paler  mantles  than  normal  should  not  be 
promoted  as  Slaty-backeds.  Much  the  same 
could  be  said  for  extralimital  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  Iceland  Gulls,  Thayer’s  Gulls, 
Kelp  Gulls,  Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  and  a 
number  of  other  species.  Not  only  can  hybrids 
with  these  species  cause  confusion,  but  some- 
times hybrid  combinations  of  two  totally  differ- 
ent species  can  end  up  resembling  another 
(e.g..  Kelp  Gull  x Herring  Gull  hybrids  can  re- 
semble Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls;  Dittman 
and  Cardiff  2005).  As  more  and  more  rare  gulls 
are  sought  and  found  around  the  country,  we 
would  all  do  well  to  take  a little  extra  time  to 
ask  of  each  one:  Why  aren’t  you  a hybrid? 

Paying  ever  closer  attention 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  more  and  more  regional 
reports  discussing  interesting  bird  records  at 
levels  other  than  that  of  species.  Talk  of  max- 
ima Canada  Geese  can  be  found  from  south- 
ern California  to  Rhode  Island;  elegans  and 
lineatus  (group)  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were 
identified  in  Idaho  and  New  Mexico,  respec- 
tively; a Brown  Pelican  in  inland  Chiapas  21 
January  2006  was  identified  as  califomicus' 
and  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva  commented  On  an 
unseasonable  Gray  Hawk  in  Durango  that  re- 
sembled costaricensis  (Gray-lined  Hawk), 
even  though  that  taxon  is  known  no  farther 
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north  than  Costa  Rica!  A number  of  other 
surmountable  frontiers  remain  open  to  North 
American  birders:  field-identifiable  sub- 
species of  Sandhill  Cranes,  White-winged 
Scoters,  Common  Eiders,  Green  Herons,  and 
many  others  present  challenges  that  birders 
have  only  begun  to  study.  Authoritative  iden- 
tihcation  papers  on  all  of  these  groups  remain 
to  be  written  (from  a North  American  per- 
spective, at  least),  and  the  distributional  lim- 
its of  the  taxa  remain  to  be  mapped  in  detail. 

While  it  is  gratifying  to  read  so  much  in 
these  pages  about  subspecies,  it  is  just  as  frus- 
trating to  see  instances  where  subspecies  or 
subspecies  groups  are  not  reported:  was  the 
Niagara  River  Mew  Gull  not  identihed  to  sub- 
species? What  about  other  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  in  Kansas,  Nevada,  and  Mexico  City? 
Are  those  who  hnd  out-of-range  Willets  not 
specifically  noting  the  subspecies,  even  with 
great  new  identihcation  sources  available 
(O’Brien  2006,  O’Brien  et  al.  2006)?  Or  are  Re- 
gional Editors  not  adding  a word  (Western,  or 
inomata)  to  clarify  the  identification?  (Or  is  it 
already  obvious  that  these  pertain  to  Western 
Willet?)  A disappointment  to  us  as  New  Eng- 
landers was  that  borealis  Common  Eider  re- 
ceived no  mention  in  the  New  England  report. 
One  was  found  and  superbly  photographed  by 
James  Smith  at  Provincetown,  Massachusetts 
28  December  2006-4  January)  2007,  and  an- 
other followed  at  Gloucester  1 January  2007 
(ph.  D.  Pavlik  et  al.).  This  subspecies  has  been 
known  from  specimens  from  Maine  (A.O.U. 
1957),  Massachusetts  (Chalif  1947,  Veit  and 
Petersen  1993),  Connecticut  (A.O.U.  1957), 
and  New  York  (Levine  1998)  but  had  not  been 
identihed  by  held  birders  south  of  Maine, 
where  at  least  two  recently  have  been  found 
(D.  Lovitch,  pers.  obs.;  L.  Bevier,  pers.  comm.) 
prior  to  this  year.  Are  they  regular  in  small 
numbers  among  hocks  of  dresseri  Common 
Eiders  in  Massachusetts  and  south  to  Mon- 
tauk,  New  York?  Are  southerly  Common  Ei- 
ders necessarily  the  more  proximate  dresseri, 
or  might  some  borealis  “overshoot,”  as  do 
King  Eiders  (which  breed  much  farther  north 
than  borealis)?  We  won’t  really  start  to  under- 
stand its  status  until  held  birders  start  tackling 
this  problem — one  that  some  British  birders 
have  begun  to  investigate  (Garner  and  Farrel- 
ly  2007).  And  by  the  way:  Of  what  subspecies 
was  the  Texas  Common  Eider  specimen? 

The  regional  accounts  are  still  reverberat- 
ing from  the  Cackling  Goose  split  in  2006.  In 
just  a few  years,  most  East  Coast  states  have 
learned  that  nominate  Cackling  Geese  are 
regular  migrants  or  winterers  in  small  num- 
bers. Yet  after  the  split,  in  many  states  the 


species  was  immediately  placed  on  the  review 
list  for  the  state  records  committees,  which 
have  been  scrambling  to  identify  the  true 
temporal  and  spatial  parameters  of  their  oc- 
currence. Had  more  birders  been  paying  at- 
tention to,  and  documenting,  these  smaller 
geese  prior  to  the  split,  our  collective  catch- 
up period  would  not  have  been  so  frantic.  Are 
birders  (like  politicians)  not  learning  from 
history  and  thus  doomed  to  repeat  it?  On  the 
other  side  of  the  coin,  the  good  news  from  the 
Canada  Goose  split — and  the  hint  of  further 
action  by  the  A.O.U.  (Banks  et  al.  2004) — 
seems  to  be  that  some  birders  have  been 
prompted  to  work  out  the  subspecies  within 
the  two  white-cheeked  goose  species.  Baja 
California  and  Orange  County,  California 
both  reported  first  solid  records  of  Lesser 
Canada  Geese  (B.  c.  parvipes)  this  season, 
while  the  New  England  report  mentioned  the 
identification  of  several  Giant  Canada  Geese 
(B.  c.  maxima)  in  Rhode  Island  and  two  more 
in  the  same  Orange  County  flock.  Although 
definitive  identification  and  taxonomic  arti- 
cles for  the  subspecies  within  the  white- 
cheeked goose  complex  have  not  been  pub- 
lished (but  stay  tuned  to  this  journal),  it  is 
good  to  see  North  American  Birds  contributors 
doing  some  of  the  legwork. 

Invasive  plants  & 
our  avian  environment 

In  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  for  last  winter, 
Brinkley  (2006)  discussed  possible  explana- 
tions for  changes  in  winter  bird  distributions. 
Specifically,  the  discussion  followed  some  of 
the  causes  of  the  increasingly  northerly  oc- 
currence of  the  so-called  half-hardies  and  oth- 
er birds  “overwintering”  north  (or  sometimes 
west,  or  upslope,  etc.)  of  expected  ranges. 
Brinkley  cited  a paper  by  Valiela  and  Bowen 
(2006),  which  analyzed  Christmas  Bird 
Count  data  from  Cape  Cod  and  concluded 
that  the  “local  amelioration  of  winters,  as  well 
as  global-scale  warming,  have  been  followed 
by  clear  shifts  in  the  winter  avifauna  of  Cape 
Cod,  with  southern  species  becoming  more 
common  and  northern  species  less  so.”  But 
other  factors  are  surely  involved  in  the  shift- 
ing ranges  of  such  birds  as  well;  Brinkley 
(2006)  mentions  habitat  modification  (suc- 
cession, destruction,  or  in  some  cases,  cre- 
ation), stochastic  weather  events,  breeding 
success/failure,  “reverse-migrant”  phenome- 
na, misoriented  migrants,  and  observer  effort. 
Most  likely,  surely,  changes  in  bird  distribu- 
tion occur  because  of  a combination  of  these 
factors,  as  well  as  others  we  have  not  even  be- 
gun to  consider  Christmas  Bird  Counts, 


Breeding  Bird  Surveys,  Project  FeederWatch, 
eBird,  and  the  many  sightings  found  within 
the  pages  of  this  journal  can  give  us  a more 
refined  understanding  of  where  birds  are — 
why  they  are  found  where  they  are  is  a far 
more  challenging  set  of  questions. 

But  to  the  maelstrom  of  weather,  climate, 
and  vagrancy,  which  occupies  so  much  of  our 
interpretive  framework  in  birding,  and 
nowhere  more  so  than  in  North  American 
Birds,  we  would  add  another  factor  worthy  of 
consideration:  the  proliferation  of  non-native 
and  invasive  plants,  especially  those  that  pro- 
duce large  quantities  of  fruit  eaten  by  birds. 
The  explosion  of  invasive  plants  is  certainly 
having  an  impact  in  New  England  and  most 
other  places.  In  the  Northeast,  for  instance, 
plants  such  as  Oriental  Bittersweet  (Celastrus 
orbiculatus),  various  species  of  honeysuckle 
(Lonicera  spp.),  Russian  Olive  (Eleaegnus  an- 
gustifolia).  Multiflora  Rose  (Rosa  multijlora), 
Euonymus  spp.,  Porcelain-berry  (Ampelopsis 
brevipedunculata),  and  others  provide  an 
abundant  supply  of  foodstuffs  when  native 
foods  are  less  readily  available.  They  often 
grow  in  disturbed  areas  and  produce  fruit  in 
larger  quantities  than  many  native  species. 
Meanwhile,  climate  change,  development, 
disturbance,  and  even  such  factors  as  seed 
dispersal  by  frugivorous  birds  themselves 
continue  to  promote  the  spread  and  increase 
of  a number  of  these  plants. 

It  has  long  been  understood  that  such 
plants  could  increase  survivorship  for  some 
species — and  “reverse  migrant”  and/or  “lin- 
gering” birds  are  among  those  associated  with 
invasive  exotic  plantings.  Furthermore,  these 
dense  patches  of  foodstuff  may  increase  our 
detection  of  said  species  by  keeping  them  alive 
(long  enough  to  be  found),  concentrate  them 
in  such  locations  that  birders  are  learning  to 
check,  and  perhaps  because  they  tend  to  flour- 
ish in  disturbed  areas  close  to  humans.  No 
matter  how  the  half-hardy  gets  there,  once  it 
finds  the  food,  it  can  survive,  and  it  can  then 
be  detected  by  the  growing  legions  of  birders. 
Many  have  opined,  too,  that  species  such  as 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  have  changed  their 
winter  distribution  in  response  to  artificial 
food  sources,  including  both  feeders  and 
plantings.  Why  would  a winter-season  frugi- 
vore  (or  nectarivore)  fly  to  Central  America  if 
it  doesn’t  have  to — particularly  in  ever- 
warmer  winters?  California  offers  a number  of 
examples:  orioles  wintering  in  Eucalyptus 
groves,  coastal  fields  of  fennel  holding  fall-mi- 
grant passerines,  and  Mediterranean  grasses  in 
the  desert  supporting  grassland-nesting 
species  that  were  probably  much  rarer  prior  to 
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invasion,  such  as  Western  Meadowlark.  From 
coast  to  coast,  examples  of  native  birds  ex- 
ploiting non-native  plants  are  many. 

In  Portland,  Maine,  in  one  of  Lovitch’s  lo- 
cal patches  called  Dragon  Field  (an  old  mu- 
nicipal landfill),  a Gray  Catbird  spent  the 
winter  of  2006-2007.  Lovitch  checks  this  site 
nearly  weekly  in  the  fall,  and  each  time  a cat- 
bird was  present  in  one  corner  of  the  park. 
Due  to  the  frequency  of  his  visits,  and  the  be- 
havior (feeding  within  the  same  row  of 
shrubs)  of  this  bird,  we  are  reasonably  certain 
that  this  bird  was  present  since  at  least  mid- 
September,  when  most  of  our  other  catbirds 
had  moved  on.  Thus  this  catbird  may  have  re- 
mained from  the  summer  breeding  area  (or 
close  nearby)  through  the  v/inter  months.  Be- 
tween October  and  April,  the  bird  fed  on 
Staghorn  Sumac  (Rhus  hirta).  Multiflora  Rose, 
Oriental  Bittersweet,  and  “bush”  honeysuck- 
le— either  Morrow’s  (Lonicera  morrowii), 
Amur  (L.  mackii),  Tatorian  (L.  tatorica),  or 
Bell’s  (L.  X bella),  all  rather  difficult  to  distin- 
guish. All  except  the  sumac  are  invasive 
plants  here.  In  early  April,  this  catbird  began 
to  sing,  well  over  a month  before  any  other 
catbirds  had  arrived  in  Maine.  When  other 
catbirds  had  arrived,  this  bird  was  already  on 
territory  and  likely  therefore  had  the  “home 
field”  advantage.  Of  course,  without  having 
banded  the  bird,  there’s  no  way  to  confirm 
whether  or  not  this  was  the  bird  that  success- 
fully bred  here  this  summer.  Is  this  Gray  Cat- 
bird an  example  of  a “pioneer”  proposed  by 
Brinkley  (2006)?  Although  it  was  an  extreme- 
ly mild  winter,  it  seems  unlikely  that  this  bird 
would  have  survived  without  the  non-native 
plantings  (or  southward  migration).  A few 
kilometers  away,  in  a park  on  the  urban  Port- 
land peninsula,  two  other  catbirds  wintered, 
there  feeding  on  Russian  Olive,  Oriental  Bit- 
tersweet, bush  honeysuckle.  Multiflora  Rose, 
crabapple  (Malus  spp.),  Mountain  Ash  (Pyrus 
americana),  and  hawthorn  (Crataegus  sp.). 
Even  without  speculation  on  any  long-term 
changes  in  a species’  wintering  range  or  mi- 
gratory patterns,  it  seems  clear  that  invasive 
plant  food  sources  are  playing  a role  in  both 
survivorship  and  detection  of  half-hardies, 
whether  they  are  early,  late,  lingering,  or  just 
plain  lost.  In  the  same  season,  birders  in  New 
Hampshire  noted  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Odiome  State  Park  feeding  heavily  on  Orien- 
tal Bittersweet  and  buckthorn  (Rhamnus  sp.), 
while  online  discussions  in  Massachusetts  de- 
bated the  value  of  invasive  plants  and  includ- 
ed cdnsiderations  of  what  lingering  half- 
hardies were  observed  eating  them. 

There  is  no  question  that  our  birds  are  eat- 


ing invasive  plants;  and  there  is  no  question 
that  birders  are  keenly  interested  in  a number 
of  these  birds.  One  study  (White  1989)  sug- 
gests that  passerines’  use  of  exotic  fruits  in 
New  England  and  the  mid-Atlantic  states  has 
increased  from  13%  of  fruit  taxa  recorded  in 
frugivore  stomachs  in  the  period  from  1881- 
1950  to  33%  by  the  1980s.  Lafleur  (2006) 
found  American  Robins  and  European  Star- 
lings were  as  likely  to  take  Glossy  Buckthorn 
(Frangula  rhamnus)  fruits  as  they  were  to  take 
Highbush  Blueberry  (Vacciniiim  corymbosum) , 
even  though  the  buckthorn  was  unrecorded  in 
robins’  diets  prior  to  1950.  Morrow’s  Honey- 
suckle was  found  to  be  one  of  the  fruits  most 
frequently  consumed  by  American  Robins  and 
European  Starlings  1988-1993,  despite  the 
fact  that  it  was  not  recorded  in  pre-1950  diets 
of  these  species  (Whitmer  1996). 

So  what  were  frugivores  up  to  in  winter 
2006-2007?  According  to  the  regional  re- 
ports, large  numbers  of  American  Robins  and 
Cedar  Waxwings  irrupted  into  Florida  and 
down  into  Mexico.  In  the  Torreon  area,  in  the 
state  of  Coahuila,  Mexico,  roadside  mulberry 
(Moms  sp.)  plantings  helped  to  sustain  Amer- 
ican Robins  and  Cedar  Waxwings.  Mountain 
Bluebirds  and  Varied  Thrashes  were  on  the 
move  in  the  West,  Midwest,  south-central 
Canada,  and  elsewhere;  the  latter,  when 
found  out  of  range  in  winter,  often  appears  in 
backyards  or  around  ornamental  plantings. 
Orioles,  notably  Baltimore  Orioles  in  the  East 
and  in  Southern  California,  continue  to  be 
found  with  increasing  frequency  during  the 
winter  season.  In  Alaska,  Thede  Tobish  noted 
that  Bohemian  Waxwings  once  again  win- 
tered in  “good  numbers”  in  Anchorage, 
thanks  to  the  planting  of  non-native  fruiting 
species  for  landscaping.  While  two  Gray  Cat- 
birds wintered  in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania, 
surviving  on  Multiflora  Rose,  an  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  in  Saco,  Maine  was  seen  feeding 
on  Multiflora  Rose,  Oriental  Bittersweet,  and 
apple  (Malus  sp.);  Virginia’s  Ash-throated  was 
found  in  a copse  of  sumac  and  blackberry 
(Rubus  sp.).  Clearly,  even  the  little  bit  of  an- 
ecdotal reporting  on  frugivory  in  these  pages 
suggests  that  these  fruits  sustained  birds 
through  the  winter,  whether  in  extralimital  or 
more  normal  settings. 

This  topic  is  a fascinating  one — and  one 
that  has  never  had  due  consideration  in  this 
column.  We  will  attempt  to  rectify  that  in  the 
pages  that  follow.  However,  we  should  restrict 
the  discussion  here  to  invasive  plants.  Thou- 
sands of  non-native,  or  “exotic,”  plants  are 
planted  in  North  America,  with  varying  im- 
pacts on  birds,  but  only  a fraction  of  these 
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plants  will  survive  without  gardener’s  care.  A 
small  fraction  of  garden  plants  move  beyond 
the  backyard.  Of  those,  fewer  will  spread  ag- 
gressively and  become  invasive.  Generally,  we 
refer  to  a plant  species  as  “invasive”  when  it 
outcompetes  native  plant  communities. 
Though  there  are  many  invasive  plants  that 
produce  vast  quantities  of  seeds  for  granivo- 
rous  birds  to  eat — Japanese  Knotweed  (Poly- 
gonum cuspidatum),  Spotted  Knapweed  (Cen- 
taurea  biebersteinii) , Purple  Loosestrife 
(Ly thrum  salicaria),  for  instance — the  seed 
biomass  of  these  invasives  does  not  appear  to 
concentrate  particular  bird  species  in  relative- 
ly small  areas.  By  comparison,  fruit  is  more 
easily  studied  and  does  appear  to  concentrate 
birds  in  such  a way.  For  much  of  this  discus- 
sion, we  use  the  thickets  of  eastern  Massa- 
chusetts as  a case  in  point,  mostly  because  the 
area  is  familiar  to  us.  We  posed  two  questions 
for  ourselves.  First:  Are  invasive  plants  good 
for  birding?  And  second:  Are  invasive  plants 
good  for  birds? 

Are  invasive  plants 
good  for  birding? 

It  does  seem  that  invasive  plants  have  been 
good  for  birding  in  some  locations.  Let’s  con- 
sider eastern  Massachusetts.  In  a highly  ur- 
banized environment,  packed  with  people  and 
traffic,  many  of  the  best  landbirding  opportu- 
nities are  to  be  found  in  small  remnants  of 
green  space,  in  dense  thickets  surrounded  by 
the  concrete  jungle  of  Greater  Boston.  What 
little  open  space  remains  can  be  a magnet  for 
birds — from  the  most  common  of  migrants  to 
the  rarest  of  vagrants:  concentrated  first  by 
factors  such  as  weather  and  geography,  birds 
gather  in  these  remaining  patches  of  habitat 
and  eat  whatever  there  is  to  be  eaten.  More  of- 
ten than  not,  these  thickets  contain  non-na- 
tive, invasive  plants:  Oriental  Bittersweet, 
Muliflora  Rose,  various  Euonymits  species. 
Glossy  Buckthorn,  privet  (Ligustrum  spp.), 
Japanese  Honeysuckle  (L.  japonica) , and  bush 
honeysuckle.  Birds  eat  these  fruits  and  survive 
long  enough  to  be  discovered  by  eastern  Mass- 
achusetts’ many  dedicated  birders.  Christmas 
Bird  Counts  and  November  Big  Days  are  much 
the  more  exciting  for  these  birds.  Birders 
search  thickets  of  bittersweet  in  November  for 
rarities  such  as  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  and 
search  fields  overtaken  by  Multiflora  Rose  for 
lingering  birds  such  as  catbirds  in  midwinter. 
And  we  forget  easily  how  exciting  Northern 
Mockingbirds  and  Carolina  Wrens  were  to 
New  Englanders  a few  generations  ago;  mock- 
ingbirds have  marched  northward  in  step  with 
Multiflora  Rose  (Stiles  1982),  while  the  wrens 
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are  now  common  in  the  thickets  of  eastern 
Massachusetts. 

In  almost  any  urbanized  area  of  the  East, 
one  could  find  similar  examples.  Even  in 
South  Florida,  where  winter  hardiness  is  not 
the  issue  it  is  in  Boston,  non-native  fruit-bear- 
ing plants,  both  invasive  and  non-,  have  cer- 
tainly increased  birding  opportunities.  For 
better  or  for  worse,  however,  some  of  these 
“new”  birding  opportunities  include  non-na- 
tive birds.  From  Red- whiskered  Bulbuls  (Car- 
leton  and  Owre  1975)  to  a variety  of  psitta- 
cids,  many  “new”  species  are  part  of  today’s 
birding  in  South  Florida  thanks  to  “new” 
species  of  fruiting  plants  now  found  in  the  re- 
gion. In  the  West,  Himalayan  Blackberry  (R. 
anneniacus)  forms  dense  thickets  in  riparian 
areas  of  California’s  Central  Valley,  and  these 
areas  harbor  many  of  the  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  that  winter  in  these  regions — and 
also  most  of  the  wintering  vagrant  warblers 
found  here,  along  with  Wrentits,  Zonotrichia 
sparrows.  Fox  Sparrows,  and  Spotted 
Towhees.  Based  on  these  examples  (and  many 
others),  it  is  clear  that  these  non-native  plants 
provide  opportunities  for  birding  that  almost 
certainly  would  not  be  available  with  native 
plants. 

Are  invasive  plants  good  for  birds? 

The  much  more  difficult  question  is  whether 
birds  themselves  benefit  from  the  proliferation 
of  invasives  that  bear  consumable  fruit.  Fortu- 
nately, the  question  interests  ornithologists, 
and  several  good  studies  have  been  conducted 
that  merit  mention.  One  study  in  central  New 
Jersey  (White  and  Stiles  1992)  found  that  in- 
troduced species  of  fruits  accounted  for  0.4- 
14%  of  fruit  biomass  and  3-30%  of  the  low- 
quality  fruit  biomass  in  birds’  diets.  In  winter 
in  such  areas,  introduced  plant  species  can  ac- 
count for  as  much  as  50%  of  the  overall  fruit 
biomass  available  to  birds.  Highly  persistent, 
low-quality  fruits,  which  mature  late  in  the  fall 
(after  the  passage  of  most  migrants),  now  rival 
native  species  in  fruit  diets  of  many  frugivo- 
rous  birds  in  late  fall  and  winter,  based  on 
analyses  of  stomach  contents  (White  and 
Stiles  1992).  Clearly,  then,  there  are  a lot  of 
fruits  out  there  being  produced  by  invasive 
plants,  and  there  are  a lot  of  birds  eating  them. 

One  of  the  few  relatively  clear  connections 
of  a native  bird  being  positively  influenced  by 
the  introduction  of  a new  food  source  is  the 
well-known  example  of  Northern  Mocking- 
birds and  Multiflora  Rose  (Stiles  1982).  In 
this  case,  the  rose  appears  to  be  the  key  factor 
in  allowing  pioneering  Northern  Mocking- 
birds to  survive  northern  winters.  Stiles 


(1982)  showed  that  it  would  be  unlikely  for 
mockingbirds  to  maintain  the  positive  energy 
balance  needed  for  survival  in  the  northern 
parts  of  its  range  without  Multiflora  Rose 
fruit.  On  the  other  hand,  the  secondary  com- 
pounds that  permit  the  persistence  of  Multi- 
flora Rose  fruits  (Drummond  2005)  may 
make  these  fruits  unpalatable  to  other  birds. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  case  of  the  mockingbird, 
this  bird  has  proceeded  northward  much 
more  rapidly  than  changes  in  mean  monthly 
winter  temperatures,  and  the  proliferation  of 
Multifiora  Rose  (which  also  provides  good 
nesting  habitats)  seems  to  be  the  reason. 
However,  Drummond  (2005)  postulates  that 
increasing  abundance  of  Multiflora  Rose 
could  dramatically  disrupt  the  relationship 
between  Cedar  Waxwings  and  a specific 
Vibunium  in  Maine  (Drummond  identifies  it 
as  V.  opulus,  but  we  suspect  V trilobwn.  High- 
bush  Cranberry,  is  the  relevant  species). 
There  is  at  least  the  potential  for  negative  im- 
pacts on  the  winter  diet  of  waxwings  and  on 
the  dispersal  of  this  plant’s  seeds. 

Valiela  and  Bowen  (2006)  found  that  the 
changes  in  the  number  of  southern  species  in 
Cape  Cod  Christmas  Counts — including 
some  of  our  so-called  “half-hardies”  — 
seemed  unrelated  to  changes  in  local  habitats, 
since  the  increase  also  took  place  in  aquatic 
species  whose  preferred  habitats  did  not 
change  materially  in  these  areas.  However, 
habitat  changes  at  Cape  Cod  in  the  past  100 
years  or  so  clearly  include  the  proliferation  of 
invasive  plants.  If  climate  change,  both  local 
and  global,  is  the  primary  factor  in  altering 
bird’s  ranges,  then  the  question  begs  to  be 
asked:  Just  how  are  the  fruits  provided  by  in- 
vasive plants?  Looking  beyond  our  field  ob- 
servations of  birds  eating  invasive  plants,  we 
should  carefully  consider  a number  of  other 
issues  and  influences  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  invasive  plants  are  in- 
deed good  for  birds. 

Selective  foraging 

while  it  may  not  be  a conscious  decision,  we 
know  birds  “choose”  what  they  want  to/need 
to  eat.  Some  species  fine-tune  their  search  im- 
age to  a very  specific  range.  “Choices”  are 
likely  made  by  sight  (hence  the  bright  color  of 
many  fruits)  and  not  via  other  senses.  This 
“selective  foraging”  has  evolved  over  many 
thousands  of  years  and  can  be  very  specific  in 
some  species.  Neotropical  hummingbirds  that 
can  only  feed  on  one  particular  blossom  are 
extreme  examples;  however,  even  seeming 
generalists  such  as  Cedar  Waxwings  and 
American  Robins  are  known  to  “pick  and 


choose”  their  foodstuffs.  “The  food  that  birds 
eat  over  their  lifetimes  or  even  a single  day  is 
a complex  result  of  numerous  foraging  deci- 
sions” (Wheelwright  1996).  Color,  secondary 
compounds,  nutrition,  seed  size,  and  other 
variables  can  affect  the  fruit  selection  of  frugi- 
vores  Qung  1992).  How  does  the  proliferation 
of  invasive  plants  affect  these  decisions?  Are 
“our”  birds  being  fooled  into  eating  some- 
thing that  they  “shouldn’t”  be?  In  fact,  a fair 
amount  of  research  has  been  conducted  on 
fruit  preferences  of  frugivorous  birds,  at  least 
in  temperate  regions.  Cedar  Waxwings  and 
American  Robins  are  frequent  subjects  for 
such  research.  Some  studies  suggest  that 
Cedar  Waxwings  prefer  fruits  high  in  sugar 
and  low  in  lipids,  while  American  Robins — 
like  other  thrushes — prefer  fruits  rich  in  both 
(Witmer  1996,  Yong  and  Moore  1997).  Dif- 
ferences between  foraging  behavior  and  food 
choice  can  even  vary  between  individuals  and 
age  groups  of  the  same  species  Oung  1992, 
Stevens  1985).  In  another  study.  Cedar  Wax- 
wings seemed  to  be  more  opportunistic,  eat- 
ing whatever  was  most  abundant.  In  the  labo- 
ratory setting,  however,  they  prefer  small,  red 
berries  (Brush  1990).  Oriental  Bittersweet 
and  most  honeysuckle  species  are  abundant 
and  are  small  and  red.  Cedar  Waxwings  cer- 
tainly eat  them.  In  fact,  they  are  eating  so 
much  of  one  of  these,  that  it  is  even  changing 
their  plumage!  Morrow’s  Honeysuckle  con- 
tains abundant  rhodoxanthin  (a  carotenoid), 
which  has  been  shown  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
aberrant  orange  color  seen  with  increasing 
regularity  in  the  tail  tips  of  Cedar  Waxwings 
in  the  Northeast,  usually  in  Juvenal  plumages 
(Brush  1990).  Is  there  a cost  to  this  change? 
Although  rarely  seen  in  adults,  could  this  re- 
cent— and  relatively  sudden  (Brush  1990) — 
change  affect  the  fitness  of  one  of  our  favorite 
frugivores?  Rodoxanthin  from  bush  honey- 
suckle has  also  recently  been  implicated  in 
aberrant  plumages  in  Baltimore  Orioles  in 
Ontario  and  elsewhere,  and  across  the  East 
and  Midwest,  there  have  been  reports  of  Yel- 
low and  Kentucky  Warblers,  Yellow-breasted 
Chats,  basic-plumaged  Scarlet  Tanagers,  and 
White-throated  Sparrows  in  which  a carote- 
noid, likely  rhodoxanthin,  has  apparently 
changed  yellow-pigmented  feathers  to  or- 
ange. The  potential  evolutionary  impacts  of 
such  changes,  on  mate  attraction  or  physical 
fitness,  are  unknown  (Flinn  et  al.  2007). 

Several  studies  (e.g.,  Stevens  1985,  McPher- 
son 1987,  Witmer  1996)  have  demonstrated 
that  there  is  much  variability  in  how  birds  se- 
lect food.  How  does  limiting  the  potential 
choices  by  reducing  biodiversity  affect  the 
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overall  diet  of  our  frugivores?  Lafleur  (2006) 
found  that  European  Starlings  and  American 
Robins  actually  preferred  invasive  fruits  to  na- 
tive ones  (especially  Autumn  Olive)  in  con- 
trolled experiments  using  three  native  and 
three  invasive  species  of  fruits.  Other  studies 
using  other  species  of  birds  and  plants  have 
produced  different  results.  In  a study  in 
Maine,  frugivores  preferentially  consumed 
fruit  from  the  invasive  Tatorian  Honeysuckle 
and  the  native  Silky  Dogwood  (Comus  amo- 
mum)  but  did  not  discriminate  between  the 
invasive  Multiflora  Rose  and  a native  vibur- 
num during  choice  trials.  In  this  case,  these 
two  native  species  had  the  higher  caloric  con- 
tent, yet  the  energy  density  of  these  two  na- 
tives did  not  correlate  with  fruit  removal  or 
fruit  preferences  (Drummond  2005). 

The  ¥alue  of  irtfasife  plants 

Even  invasives  such  as  the  much-maligned 
“Common  Reed”  or  Phragmites  (Phragmites 
australis),  v/hich  outcompete  native  wetland 
environments,  can  have  some  value  for  native 
birds.  In  New  Jersey,  for  example,  Phragmites 
wetlands  provide  nesting  habitat  for  dozens  of 
species,  including  a few  State  Threatened  and 
Endangered  Species  for  breeding,  wintering, 
and  migration  stopover  habitat  (Kane  2000). 
Before  they  were  destroyed  by  well-meaning 
state  agencies,  large  stands  of  Phragmites  on 
the  Virginia  coast  hosted  enormous  roosts  of 
Bobolinks — as  many  as  40,000  around  Labor 
Day  each  autumn,  along  with  hundreds  of 
Eastern  Kingbirds  and,  later  in  the  season, 
countless  Tree  Swallows.  Purple  Loosestrife  is 
another  wetland  invasive,  but  yes,  it  does  feed 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  and  later  in  the 
fall,  migrant  sparrows  (see  Benoit  1999,  Mad- 
dox 2005,  Whitt  1999  for  these  and  other  ex- 
amples). If  “Phrag”  and  loosestrife  have  their 
benefits,  other  bird-food  producing  invasives 
probably  also  have  some  redeeming  qualities. 
Any  birder  who  has  visited  South  Florida 
knows  about  Brazilian  Pepper  (Schinus  tere- 
binthifolia).  Dense,  impenetrable  tracts  of  this 
invasive  from  South  America  produce  large 
quantities  of  fruit.  While  dispersal  of  the  seed 
seems  to  occur  mostly  via  raccoons  and  opos- 
sums, bird  species,  particularly  American 
Robins,  also  feed  on  this  fruit  and  facilitate  the 
dispersal  of  the  seed.  Many  other  native  bird 
species  feed  on  the  fruit  of  Brazilian  Pepper. 
However,  significant  ecological  consequences 
have  been  detected.  A Breeding  Bird  Survey  in 
Everglades  National  Park  showed  a lower  den- 
sity of  breeding  species  and  individuals  in 
Brazilian  Pepper  forests  than  native  plant 
habitats.  Furthermore,  it  has  been  suggested 


that  wading  bird  rookeries  in  mangroves  may 
be  abandoned  when  surrounded  by  forest  of 
pepper  (Florida  DEP).  Brazilian  Pepper  pro- 
duces a wealth  of  food  for  some  species — but 
at  clear  cost  to  others. 

Climate  change,  forest  fragmentation,  sub- 
urbanization, bird  feeders,  and  other  anthro- 
pogenic factors  have  also  coincided  with  the 
period  of  expansion  of  certain  bird  species.  Is 
it  possible  to  eliminate  these  variables  when 
discussing  how  closely  tied  these  species 
might  be  to  invasive  plants?  Unfortunately, 
we  cannot.  In  eastern  Massachusetts,  winter- 
ing Hermit  Thrushes,  Gray  Catbirds,  and  oth- 
er half-hardies  have  certainly  increased.  All 
eat  fruit,  and  all  are  observed  eating  the  fruit 
of  invasive  species.  However,  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers,  Tufted  Titmice,  and  Northern 
Cardinals,  among  others,  have  also  increased 
considerably  in  the  area.  Is  this  because  of  the 
new  abundance  of  fruit?  That  seems  unlikely. 
Are  the  factors — such  as  suburbanization, 
bird  feeders,  and  global  climate  change— that 
we  often  “credit”  with  facilitating  their  range 
expansion  also  the  ultimate  cause  of  the  range 
expansion  of  frugivores  as  well?  Northern 
Cardinals,  for  example,  have  been  expanding 
northward  since  the  1800s — likely  due  to 
habitat  changes,  bird-feeding,  and  moderat- 
ing winter  temperatures,  not  primarily  be- 
cause of  invasive  plants.  Climate  change  in 
particular  seems  difficult  to  rule  out  as  the  po- 
tential ultimate  factor  in  allowing  these 
species  to  spread  northward.  According  to 
Merriam’s  (1894)  “Laws  of  Temperature  Con- 
trol of  the  Distribution  of  Land  Animals  and 
Plants,”  animals  and  plants  are  restricted  in 
northward  distribution  by  the  total  quantity 
of  heat  during  the  season  of  growth  and  re- 
production (the  “life  zone”  model).  There- 
fore, increasingly  warm  temperatures  would 
not  only  spur  more  northward  colonization 
by  plants — both  native  and  non — but  by  birds 
as  well  (see  Valiela  and  Bowen  2006). 

The  nutritive  value  of  exotic  fruiting  plants 
is  a subject  of  much  study,  though  there  is  still 
much  to  be  learned.  It  is  well  known  that  Ori- 
ental Bittersweet  and  many  other  invasive 
plants’  fruits  are  low  in  lipids  (White  and 
Stiles  1992),  the  building  blocks  for  the  fat 
deposits  that  birds  need  in  order  to  migrate.  If 
an  isolated  habitat  in  which  a migrant  has 
sought  refuge  contains  only  lipid-poor  foods, 
would  that  then  force  a bird  to  consume  vast 
quantities  only  to  stay  alive?  Furthermore, 
caloric  content  (both  sugars  and  lipids)  is 
only  one  part  of  a fruit’s  nutritive  value.  Fruit 
selection  is  also  based  on  nutrients  and  sec- 
ondary compounds  that  the  fruits  contain 
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(Witmer  1996).  Many  frugivores  have  specific 
digestive  and  physiological  adaptations  that 
allow  them  to  process  certain  fruits  more  effi- 
ciently than  others  (Witmer  1996,  Place  and 
Stiles  1992).  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  and 
Tree  Swallows,  for  instance,  are  among  a 
small  group  of  birds  in  temperate  North 
America  that  regularly  eat  waxy  fruits.  “Yel- 
low-rumps” feed  extensively  on  plants  in  the 
genus  Myrica  (Northern  Bayberry,  M.  pensyl- 
vanica,  and  Wax  Myrtle,  M.  cerifera)  in  au- 
tumn through  early  spring.  In  fact,  the  win- 
tering range  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  coin- 
cides with  the  entire  range  of  these  Myrica 
species — hence  the  name  “Myrtle  Warbler.” 
Other  waxy  fruits,  such  as  Poision  Ivy  (Toxi- 
codendron radicans)  are  also  important,  espe- 
cially beyond  the  range  of  Myrica.  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  possess  several  gastroin- 
testinal traits  that  permit  efficient  saturated 
fat  assimilation  from  the  wax  of  these  fruits. 
These  persistent  fruits  provide  an  energy-rich 
resource  that,  thanks  to  their  adaptations,  al- 
lows Yellow-rumped  Warblers  and  Tree  Swal- 
lows to  winter  farther  north  than  any  of  their 
relatives  (Place  and  Stiles  1992).  What  hap- 
pens when  Oriental  Bittersweet  and  Japanese 
Honeysuckle  overwhelm  a thicket  of  North- 
ern Bayberry  in  eastern  Massachusetts?  Myri- 
ca species  might  be  the  only  fruits  that  are 
available  in  large  enough  quantities  and  that 
provide  a dense  enough  caloric  supply  for 
them  to  survive.  Are  we  trading  our  wintering 
population  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  for 
the  occasional  overwintering  Townsend’s 
Warbler?  In  other  words,  are  any  of  these 
“new”  plentiful  food  sources  the  avian  equiv- 
alent of  a steady  diet  of  Doritos?  Sure,  we 
could  live  on  Doritos  for  a while,  but  the 
long-term  costs  are  many  (see  below,  on  mi- 
gration). For  one  thing,  many  of  these  plants 
have  evolved  to  produce  many  fruits,  which 
means  less  invested  (energy,  nutrients,  etc.)  in 
each  fruit  (N.  Lafleur,  pers.  comm.).  Further- 
more, birders’  detection  of  these  birds  in  some 
cases  is  probably  a function  of  the  food  source 
being  so  nutritionally  poor  that  birds  are 
forced  to  spend  more  time  consuming  these 
foods.  Extensive  feeding  might  also  increase 
the  chances  of  depredation,  further  diminish- 
ing the  value  of  these  plants  to  frugivores. 

A case  in  point:  Maine’s  first  winter  record 
of  a Wood  Thrush  was  discovered  in  January 
by  Lovitch.  It  was  seen  feeding  on  invasive 
Multiflora  Rose  and  native  Beach  (or  Virginia) 
Rose  (Rosa  virginiana) — but  it  ignored  inva- 
sive Rugosa  Rose  (Rosa  mgosa)  and  native 
Staghorn  Sumac.  It  would  come  to  the  edge, 
gulp  a number  of  fruits,  and  then  sneak  off 
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into  the  deepest,  darkest  impenetrable  thick- 
et. If  the  observer  walked  by  during  one  of 
these  “rest”  periods,  the  bird  would  likely 
have  gone  undiscovered.  One  out  of  two 
species  the  bird  was  observed  feeding  on  was 
invasive,  but  a full  feeding  selection  study  was 
not  performed  here.  But  what  if  the  only  food 
sources  were  nutritionally  lacking?  Would  the 
bird  have  to  feed  more  often — improving  its 
chances  of  detection  (and  depredation)? 

Invasive  plants  often  thrive  due  to  a lack  of 
natural  enemies — insects.  Insects  are  a vital 
part  of  the  diets  of  most  birds,  especially  dur- 
ing the  nesting  season,  when  even  frugivorous 
birds  consume  much  insect  matter.  If  invasive 
plants  host  fewer  insects,  do  birds  hnd  less  of 
the  protein  and  nutrition  necessary  to  sustain 
fitness  and  raise  young?  Are  the  birds  observed 
eating  Oriental  Bittersweet  in  migration  eating 
because  that’s  all  they  can  find — fewer  native 
fruit  sources,  but  also  fewer  bugs?  About  120 
species  of  insects  are  found  feeding  on  Purple 
Loosestrife  in  Europe,  but  only  12  were  found 
in  a study  in  southern  Manitoba  (see  <http:// 
www.inhs.uiuc.edu/inhsreports/autumn-01/ 
fnesting.htmb).  Non-native  trees  have  also 
been  found  to  support  fewer  species  of  insects 
than  natives  (Bessinger  and  Osborne  1982). 
While  thickets  in  eastern  Massachusetts  har- 
bor few  insectivores  in  midwinter,  many  mi- 
grants— including  some  that  are  predominate- 
ly frugivores — need  some  amount  of  insect 
matter  to  provide  a balanced  diet.  Birds  feeding 
on  fruit  are  thought  to  gain  energy  more  quick- 
ly than  those  feeding  on  insects  (hence  the  rea- 
soning used  to  explain  the  switch  from  insects 
to  fruit  by  many  passerines  during  migration), 
but  the  lack  of  insects  on  these  plants  would  be 
even  more  problematic  during  breeding  season 
(N.  Lafleur,  pers.  comm.).  That  once  again 
calls  into  question  whether  or  not  invasive 
plants  are  truly  good  for  birds — at  least  in  the 
long  term. 

Some  fruits  contain  potentially  toxic  sec- 
ondary compounds.  A frugivore  may  only  be 
able  to  consume  a certain  amount  of  a given 
fruit  within  a certain  period  of  time  to  avoid 
accumulation  of  any  single  compound  (Levey 
and  Karasov  1989).  What  happens  when  the 
biodiversity  is  limited  to  the  point  that  there 
are  so  few  fruit  options  that  a bird  has  must  in- 
gest toxic  matter — or  starve?  “Persistent 
fruits”  persist  longer  due  to  lower  fat  content, 
fewer  nutrients,  more  secondary  compounds 
(that  make  them  less  palatable  to  frugivores), 
and/or  more  resistance  to  damage  by  microbes 
and  invertebrates  (Reichard  et  al.  2001,  Drum- 
mond 2005).  These  persistent  fruits  are  often 
said  to  be  of  “low  quality.”  Therefore,  most 


furgivores  “choose”  high-quality  fruits  when 
they  are  available,  turning  only  to  the  lower- 
quality,  persistent  fruits  during  winter,  when 
other  options  are  unavailable  (White  and 
Stiles  1992,  Drummond  2005).  Due  to  the 
prevalence  of  “low-quality”  fruits  in  invasive 
plants,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  their  overall, 
long-term  value  to  native  birds  is  low. 

The  impacts  on  movement 
and  migration 

It  is  impossible  to  argue  that  invasive  plants 
don’t  compete  with,  and  often  outcompete, 
native  plant  species.  In  the  case  of  the  thick- 
ets of  eastern  Massachusetts,  the  various 
aforementioned  species  are  seen  outcompet- 
ing  other  native  fruit-producing  plants.  The 
argument  that  “native  fruit”  doesn't  last  as 
long  isn’t  entirely  factual.  It  is  true  that  many 
native  species,  such  as  viburnums  and  blue- 
berries, don't  last  very  long  before  being  com- 
pletely consumed  by  birds.  In  fact,  many  of 
these  lipid  and/or  sugar-rich  foods  are  de- 
voured by  migrants  fueling  up  for  the  first  (or 
next)  leg  of  a journey.  Birds  need  calorie-rich 
foodstuffs  to  pack  on  the  layers  of  fat  that 
they  will  need  to  burn  during  each  extended 
leg  of  migration.  The  need  to  increase  fat 
loads  requires  more  foraging  time  and  a 
longer  stopover  for  refueling  migrants  (Yong 
and  Moore  1997).  A number  of  native  fruit 
species  ripen  in  late  summer  and  early  fall 
and  become  available,  just  before  the  onset  of, 
or  during  the,  southbound  migration  of  many 
facultatively  frugivorous  birds  (Baird  1980). 

So  what  happens  when  a thicket  of  native 
viburnum  is  swallowed  up  by  an  explosion  of 
Oriental  Bittersweet?  Low  in  fat — hence  the 
winter-long  persistence  of  the  fruit — do  some 
of  these  exotic  food  sources  fail  to  provide  the 
calories  needed  to  produce  the  necessary  fat 
reserves?  What  if  the  preponderance  of  inva- 
sive plants  were  reducing  the  amount  of  na- 
tive, lipid-rich  fruit  (an  oversimplification  for 
sake  of  argument  here;  some  invasive  plants 
are  high  in  lipids,  some  native  fruits  are  not, 
of  course)  and  essentially  preventing  a bird 
from  migrating?  Stopover  ecology  studies 
show  us  that  birds  work  to  gain  sufficient 
weight  before  leaving.  Fruit  is  a critical  aspect 
of  a migrant’s  diet,  as  it  provides  the  calories 
needed  to  store  fat  for  the  energetic  demands 
of  migration  (Parrish  1997).  What  if  they 
can’t  pack  on  the  pounds  (well,  grams)?  A 
Gray  Catbird  landing  one  dawn  in  a thicket  of 
invasives  may  not  be  able  to  leave,  even  if  it 
wanted  to.  What  if  certain  inva.sives  were  in 
fact  causing  birds  to  stop  migrating?  Call  it  a 
“Couch  Potato  Effect.”  Maybe  the  reverse-mi- 


grant Yellow-breasted  Chat,  lingering  Gray 
Catbird,  or  pioneering  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
simply  cannot  leave?  At  the  very  least,  low- 
quality  food  would  likely  decrease  survival 
during  migration.  Yong  and  Moore  (1997) 
write:  “As  stopover  habitat  is  transformed  or 
degraded,  the  cost  of  migration  increases,  and 
the  likelihood  of  successful  migration  is  jeop- 
ardized. High-quality  stopover  areas  probably 
are  especially  critical  before  and  after  mi- 
grants cross  ecological  barriers.”  How  do  in- 
vasive plants  affect  the  utility  of  such 
stopover  locations,  such  as  the  thickets  of 
eastern  Massachusetts? 

Biodiversity  and  the  Big  Picture 

Bird  communities  of  residential  and  urban  ar- 
eas contain  higher  densities  of  birds  than  out- 
lying natural  areas,  according  to  Bessinger 
and  Osborne  (1982),  whose  study  in  Ohio 
found  a 6:1  ratio  of  non-native  to  native  trees 
and  shrubs  in  an  urban  setting  resulted  in  1.3 
times  the  amount  of  birds  when  compared  to 
a nearby  forest.  Nearly  half  of  these  birds, 
however,  were  European  Starlings  and  House 
Sparrows.  In  fact,  the  six  most  abundant 
species  in  urban  sites  composed  78%  of  the 
individuals  and  83.5%  of  the  avian  biomass. 
Meanwhile,  the  six  most  abundant  species  in 
wooded  areas  were  found  to  account  for  only 
45.8%  of  the  individuals  and  21%  of  the  avian 
biomass.  They  concluded  that  “dominance  by 
a few  species  that  can  rapidly  colonize  and  re- 
produce in  artificial  habitats  is  characteristic 
of  urban  bird  communities  in  North  Ameri- 
ca.” In  fact,  they  found  a 28%  decline  in 
species  richness  in  urban  areas.  Yes,  House 
Sparrow  flocks  act  as  wonderful  magnets  for 
wayward  Dickcissels,  but  is  such  a tremen- 
dous increase  in  this  invasive  bird  really  good 
for  birding?  Is  the  reduction  in  bird  biodiver- 
sity linked  to  the  reduction  in  plant  biodiver- 
sity as  well? 

Thinking  back  to  our  eastern  Massachu- 
setts example,  we  recall  that  many  of  these 
thickets  are  becoming  frighteningly  low  on 
plant  biodiversity.  Ecology  101  teaches  us 
that  biodiversity  is  good.  Biodiversity  is  in 
short  supply  in  these  thickets,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  a vagrant  here,  a half-hardy  there,  and 
the  colonization  by  one  or  two  other  bird 
species  hardly  seems  to  make  up  for  virtual 
monocultures  of  foreign  vegetation.  This  may 
be  good  for  a few  bird  species — and  for  a few 
misguided  individuals  of  other  species.  How- 
ever, what  is  the  ecological  cost?  What 
species  no  longer  find  valuable  resources  in 
these  thickets?  Are  they  able  to  adapt?  If  not, 
are  they  declining  or  just  moving  elsewhere? 
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In  other  words,  what  is  the  long-term  impact 
on  bird  biodiversity — the  very  engine  that 
moves  the  pastime  of  birding?  Introduced 
species  are  a threat  to  overall  biodiversity:  one 
of  the  few  facts  v/e  can  ascertain  in  all  of  this 
thinking-out-loud.  Therefore,  we  cannot  con- 
sider the  addition  of  one  new  food  source  to 
be  either  good  or  bad  on  its  own  right.  We 
must  consider  the  broader  ramifications. 

Invasive  plants,  whether  they  produce  fruit 
or  not,  have  replaced  native  species.  Those  re- 
placed native  species,  whether  in  disturbed  ar- 
eas or  not,  have  a role  to  play,  a niche  to  fill,  in 
the  ecosystem.  What  niches  are  no  longer 
filled  now  that  the  biodiversity  of  a specific 
habitat  has  been  much  reduced?  What  birds 
depended  on  food  sources  provided  only  by 
the  now-absent  native?  How  is  the  ecosystem 
affected?  There  is  significant  evidence  that 
links  invasive  plants  to  a range  of  problems, 
from  impeding  the  progress  of  forest  succes- 
sion to  short-circuiting  a healthy  food  chain. 
For  instance,  there  are  numerous  examples  of 
invasive  plants  that  have  altered  communities 
of  insects,  which  can  exert  a strong,  negative 
effect  on  insectivores  (Reichard  et  al.  2001); 
and  invasive  grasses  are  wreaking  havoc  on 
biodiversity  from  the  Great  Basin  to  the  South- 
east, limiting  the  diversity  of  native  food 
sources  for  birds,  while  increasing  the  frequen- 
cy and  severity  of  fires  (John  Sterling,  pers. 
comm.).  Examples  are  nearly  uncountable. 

What  would  happen  if  the  crop  of  Oriental 
Bittersweet,  for  example,  were  to  fail  one  sea- 
son for  some  unknown  reason  (although, 
•with  this  plant,  that  does  seem  unlikely!)? 
Has  this,  or  any  other  invasive  species  that  we 
have  discussed,  become  such  a large  percent- 
age of  the  biomass  that  its  failure  would  doom 
hundreds  of  birds?  Would  Gray  Catbirds,  for 
whatever  reason  (lingering,  tardy,  pioneer, 
etc.)  in  the  thickets  of  eastern  Massachusetts 
just  drop  dead  one  cold  November  day?  That 
seems  unlikely,  but  if  the  invasive  plants  are 
so  important  for  birds,  why  wouldn’t  their 
failure  be  as  catastrophic  as  their  success  has 
been  considered  at  least  partly  beneficial? 

For  many  of  us  who  live  and  bird  in  semi- 
urban  environments,  we  must  confront  some 
rather  grim  realities.  Our  last  patches  of  bird- 
able  habitat  may  not  be  “good”  for  birds  in 
the  big  picture,  but  they’re  some  of  the  last 
nearby  green  spaces  left  that  produce  birds  we 
can  enjoy.  We  find  it  impossible  to  argue  that 
a new  parking  lot  is  more  valuable  than  the 
last  stand  of  vegetation,  no  matter  how  non- 
native. The  only  port  in  a storm  is  better  than 
no  port  at  all.  So  when  invasive  plants  are 
used  as  an  excuse  for  further  development  in 


already  developed  areas — such  as  when  de- 
velopers are  allowed  to  plow  under  more  and 
more  acres  of  the  already  drastically  reduced 
Hackensack  Meadowlands  of  New  Jersey  be- 
cause its  only  Phragmitesl — we  lose  more  and 
more  ground  in  our  effort  to  preserve  whatev- 
er we  can  for  birds.  In  the  case  of  the  thickets 
of  eastern  Massachusetts,  it  seems  impossible 
to  argue  that  we  should  build  another 
Dunkin’  Donuts  in  the  last  undeveloped 
patch  of  habitat,  just  because  it’s  “only  buck- 
thorn”! A more  pressing,  and  problematic, 
question  is  whether  we  should  replace  the 
buckthorn  with  something  native. 

Earlier,  we  discussed  the  Gray  Catbird  that 
overwintered  last  year  in  Portland,  Maine.  As- 
suming that  bird  successfully  fledged  young, 
and  there  was  a genetic  or  “learned”  trait  that 
caused  this  bird  not  to  migrate,  then  it  would, 
in  theory,  be  possible  to  develop  into  its  own 
population — especially  in  the  light  of  climate 
change.  Well,  we  can  throw  that  hypothesis 
out  the  window  in  this  case,  as  Dumetella  car- 
olinensis  dragonfieldensis  did  not  survive — no 
Gray  Catbirds  were  seen  at  this  area  after  ear- 
ly October  of  this  year.  But  what  if  it  had?  The 
sumac,  Multiflora  Rose,  and  Oriental  Bitter- 
sweet that  it  consumed  would  not  be  present 
when  a wandering  flock  of  Bohemian  or 
Cedar  Waxwings  arrived.  In  early  March  in 
Maine,  persistent  fruits  such  as  Staghorn 
Sumac  and  rose  hips  feed  and  fuel  early  re- 
turning facultative  migrants,  such  as  Ameri- 
can Robins  and  Eastern  Bluebirds.  Therefore, 
there  is  a cost  to  other  species  associated  with 
the  fruit  consumption  by  this  catbird — a bird 
that  is  “not  supposed”  to  be  there. 

There  are  surely  many  other  costs,  hypo- 
thetical and  real,  associated  with  invasive 
plants,  some  of  them  quite  complex.  Many  of 
the  invasive  plants  that  provide  fruits  for 
birds  are  spread  by  birds — one  of  the  reasons 
that  they’re  so  invasive.  Simply  put,  birds 
spread  fruit  seeds  faster  and  farther  than  do 
other  vectors  (Drummond  2005,  Reichard  et 
al.  2001).  Larger  quantities  of  fruit,  higher 
germination  rates,  and  widespread  dispersal 
by  birds  all  compound  this  issue.  These 
plants  become  established  in  new  areas,  even 
new  regions.  A species  that  has  become  inva- 
sive in  one  region  is  significantly  more  likely 
to  become  invasive  elsewhere,  and  dispersal 
by  birds  is  one  factor  that  can  facilitate  that 
(Herron  et  al,  in  ms.).  Oriental  Bittersweet, 
for  example,  does  not  usually  become  estab- 
lished in  unbroken,  mature  forest.  However, 
fragmentation  and  disturbance  of  this  and 
other  habitats  allows  these  species  to  take 
root,  survive,  and  sometimes  flourish.  At  a 


local  park  in  Yarmouth,  Maine,  Oriental  Bit- 
tersweet has  established  itself  on  a sunny 
riverside  slope  (a  natural  “edge”).  The  tangle 
has  progressed  rapidly,  engulfing  tree  after 
tree,  steadily  marching  into  the  deeper 
woods.  While  Bayview  Preserve  is  hardly  an 
undisturbed  old  growth  forest,  it  is  home  to 
mature  woodland  species  such  as  Red-eyed 
Vireos  and  Ovenbirds.  As  the  edge  marches 
inward,  so  do  such  edge-loving  and  poten- 
tially problematic  species  such  as  Brown- 
headed Cowbirds.  Opposite  the  river,  the  dis- 
turbed habitat  of  suburban  yards  hosts  a 
number  of  invasive  plants,  such  as  bitter- 
sweet. If  a local  resident  had  controlled  a 
patch  of  bittersweet  there,  would  that  seed 
have  been  available  to  be  carried  across  the 
river  in  the  droppings  of  a local  robin? 
(Again,  this  is  an  oversimplification — the 
seeds  are  often  carried  much  farther.)  A little 
farther  south,  Oriental  Bittersweet  is  over- 
whelming the  native  vegetation  of  a critically 
important  nesting  island.  Tangles  of  bitter- 
sweet are  encroaching  onto  the  sandy  beach- 
es where  colonies  of  Roseate  Terns  and  Least 
Terns  make  their  home.  Meanwhile,  bitter- 
sweet is  crawling  over  the  stunted  canopy, 
rendering  parts  of  the  woods  impenetrable 
and  useless  for  the  wading  birds  that  breed 
here- — ^including  the  northernmost  breeding 
Glossy  Ibis  and  Little  Blue  Herons  on  the  East 
Coast.  While  vines  are  mostly  edge  species, 
invasive  shrubs  are  often  successful  in  sec- 
ondary forest  conditions,  and  some  species  of 
invasive  trees  have  successfully  penetrated 
mature  forests  (Herron  et  al,  in  ms.),  so  few 
habitats  are  truly  safe  from  the  potential  im- 
pacts of  invasive  species. 

And  this  may  be  the  most  pressing  question 
we  raise  here:  Does  our  tolerance  of  invasive 
plants  in  the  few  urbanized  locations  where 
they  might  seem  “good  for  birding”  contribute 
to  the  threat  that  invasive  plants  pose  to  bio- 
diversity? The  purpose  of  a plant  spending  its 
energy  in  making  fleshy  fruits  is  to  attract 
birds  to  eat  them  in  order  to  disperse  their 
seeds  far  and  wide,  encouraging  rapid  range 
expansions  (Lafleur  2006).  We  must  then  also 
consider  the  possibility  that  if  our  native  birds 
are  indeed  “choosing”  the  invasive  plants  over 
native  fruits,  the  native  fleshy-fruited  plants 
may  be  outcompeted  for  dispersal  services 
(Lafleur  2006),  further  impacting  biodiversity, 
and  greatly  impacting  the  potential  food  sup- 
plies offered  by  many  native  fruiting  plants. 
Moreover,  large  quantities  of  fruit  are  also 
feeding  species  that  may  themselves  directly 
or  indirectly  impact  native  birds.  European 
Starlings  are  invasive  birds  that  will  feed  read- 
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ily  on  many  species  of  invasive  plants,  espe- 
cially Oriental  Bittersweet.  In  fact,  84%  of 
seeds  collected  from  starling  fecal  samples 
were  from  this  species  (Lafleur  2006).  Lafleur 
(2006)  also  demonstrated  that  the  starling  is 
likely  to  adopt  a novel  food  more  quickly  than 
robins  when  no  other  choices  are  present,  as  is 
the  case  with  many  generalist  foragers  (Re- 
ichard  2001).  European  Starling  populations 
could  well  be  strengthened  by  the  fruit  of  in- 
vasive plants  as  well,  to  the  point  that  they 
further  outcompete  native  secondary  cavity 
nesters  (see  Renne  et  al.  2002,  Bessinger  and 
Osborne  1982).  And  what  about  Eastern 
Chipmunks  and  Red  Squirrels?  Both  of  these 
critters  will  feed  on  the  nests  and  nestlings  of 
birds,  at  least  on  occasion.  Is  the  supplemen- 
tal food  provided  by  invasive  plants  augment- 
ing their  survival  as  well,  which,  come  spring, 
will  add  more  nest-predation  pressures  for  na- 
tive songbirds? 

Eet  us  not  also  forget  the  signihcant  and 
well-documented  economic  cost  of  invasive 
plants.  For  example,  $34  billion  are  lost  or 
spent  annually  in  the  United  States  to  control 
“noxious  weeds” — and  an  estimated  $137  bil- 
lion against  “non-indigenous  plants,  birds, 
reptiles,  fish,  arthropods,  mollusks,  and  mi- 
crobes” (Pimental  et  al.  2000).  “Invasive 
species  are  the  second  leading  cause — after 
habitat  loss — of  species  being  listed  as  endan- 
gered or  threatened,  and  infest  more  than  100 
million  acres  across  the  United  States,”  ac- 
cording to  Lori  Williams  of  the  National  Inva- 
sive Species  Council  (<http://www.weed 
center.org/inv_plant_info/impacts.html>). 
Meanwhile,  invasive  plants  infest  an  addition- 
al 700,000  hectares  of  wildlife  habitat  each 
year  (Babbitt  1998),  and  many  of  the  worst 
invasive  plants  are  thought  to  be  bird  dis- 
persed (Cronk  and  Fuller  1995).  Invasive 
plants  can  also  alter  nutrient  and  even  hydro- 
logic  cycles,  and  change  the  frequency  and  in- 
tensity of  fires  (Reichard  et  al.  2001).  Worth  a 
few  more  Gray  Catbirds  on  New  England 
Christmas  counts? 

Parting  thoughts 

Though  we  are  not  plant  ecologists  or  avian 
nutritionists — and  so  often  offer  our  thoughts 
in  question  form  here — we  do,  like  the  readers 
of  this  journal,  spend  a fair  amount  of  time 
birding,  and  in  our  lives,  we’ve  seen  stark 
changes  in  the  distribution  of  numerous 
species,  both  of  birds  and  plants.  We  know 
that  birds,  sometimes  in  large  numbers,  move 
into  a new  area  to  take  advantage  of  a food  re- 
source. It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  frugivores 
wouldn’t  expand  their  range  and  grow  their 


populations  in  response  to  a “new”  source  of 
food.  However,  questions  regarding  the  nutri- 
tional value  of  some  of  these  species,  the  over- 
whelming of  important  native  food  sources,  in- 
creases in  potential  nest  predators  or  competi- 
tors, and  so  on  should  cause  us  to  pause  before 
suggesting  that  invasive  plants  are  “good  for 
birds.”  (The  editor  of  this  journal,  in  fact,  ad- 
mits to  having  planted  Variegated  Porcelain- 
berry  in  his  Virginia  garden  after  witnessing  a 
host  of  late-autumn  vagrants  foraging  on  the 
berries  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey.  He  has  since, 
however,  removed  the  invasive  vine!)  Further- 
more, other  variables,  such  as  forest  fragmen- 
tation, suburbanization  and  other  develop- 
ment, and  climate  change  certainly  play  a larg- 
er role  in  affecting  the  distribution  of  birds. 
How  significant  are  these  issues  when  com- 
pared to  the  addition  of  a non-native  abun- 
dance of  food?  Would  there  be  Carolina  Wrens 
and  Hermit  Thrushes  in  the  thickets  of  eastern 
Massachusetts  nowadays,  even  without  buck- 
thorn, bittersweet,  and  their  ilk?  After  all, 
there  are  Northern  Cardinals,  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers,  and  Tufted  Titmice  here  now. 

We  had  hoped  to  offer  strong  conclusions 
on  these  and  related  questions.  Unfortunately, 
hard  facts  have  proved  difficult  to  come  by. 
Few  studies  have  been  conducted  on  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  invasive  plants  are,  in 
fact,  good  for  birds.  Rigorously  quantified 
studies  on  the  matter  are  scarce,  as  Reichard  et 
al.  (2001)  emphasize.  Christmas  Bird 
Counts — with  their  numerous  inherent  and 
sometimes  untestable  variables — seem  to  fur- 
nish the  only  real,  if  indirect  and  incomplete, 
evidence  to  support  the  theory  that  invasive 
plants  at  the  very  least  keep  lingering  half- 
hardies alive  long  enough  to  be  discovered. 
However,  for  the  most  part,  we  are  left  to  piece 
together  anecdotes  and  other  tidbits  to  draw 
conclusions.  We  will  never  return  eastern  Mas- 
sachusetts to  a “pristine”  or  “natural”  (whatev- 
er that  means)  state.  Does  that  mean  we  don’t 
try?  Do  we  resign  ourselves  to  celebrating  the 
questionable  virtues  of  bittersweet? 

There  are  several  observations  that  bear  re- 
peating here.  First,  increasing  urbanization 
will  accelerate  the  proliferation  of  invasive 
plants,  and  continued  introduction  of  new 
species  by  the  horticultural  trade  will  almost 
certainly  compound  the  problem  (Reichard  et 
al.  2001).  Climate  change  will  continue  to  af- 
fect the  changing  ranges  of  both  birds  and 
plants.  Invasive  plants  will  continue  to  spread 
rapidly,  even  with  control  measures.  So,  at  the 
very  least,  we  should  increase  our  awareness 
of  these  various  relationships  (Reichard  et  al. 
2001)  and  document  the  associations  we  ob- 


serve on  our  local  patches.  Absolute  conclu- 
sions may  be  elusive — even  more  than  usual 
in  a column  that  invariably  raises  more  ques- 
tions than  it  answers.  But  a little  food  for 
thought,  outside  the  usual  fare  of  this  essay, 
will  perhaps  bring  us  to  think  on  these  mat- 
ters again,  when  next  we  see  a frosty  catbird 
in  a New  England  bramble — or  an  Audubon’s 
Oriole  in  an  Indiana  backyard. 
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Air  Force  Base 
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A.R.C 
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b. 
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B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory  ' 

B.R.C. 
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County  Park 

cm 
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Cr. 
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Ft. 
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G.C 
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G.P 
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Hwy. 
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Ids.) 

!sland(s),  Isle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

Juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 
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L- 

Lake 

mm 

iTiiSlfmeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multipie)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

M. 
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N.F. 
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N,M. 
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N.P. 

National  Park 

N.S. 
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N.W.R. 
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p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 
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Peninsula 
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R. 

River 

U. 

Recreat!on(a!)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 
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Rte. 

Route 

S.B, 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

' State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadu[t(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  + irsitials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  + initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italic  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 
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Brian  E.  Dalzell 


December  was  mild,  and  January  was 
the  warmest  on  record.  As  Nova  Sco- 
tia subregional  editor  Hans  loom  put 
it:  “I  was  somewhat  astonished  by  the  recent 
news  that  January  was  the  warmest  in  our  his- 
torical record.  So  quickly  we  adapt  to  change, 
as  do  our  birds,  that  this  can  happen  without 
my  notice.  Our  home,  situated  at  the  tree  line 
above  Chebucto  Head,  was  a challenge  for 
many  overwintering  birds  (in  the  past)  such 
as  Mourning  Dove  and  Dark-eyed  Junco,  but 
not  this  year.  The  junco,  usually  gone  by  ear- 
ly December,  never  left,  and  the  doves  nor- 
mally devastated  by  winter  are  surviving  in 
good  numbers.  Our  regular  winter  denizen, 
American  Tree  Sparrow,  has  been  leaving  for 
northern  climes  at  least  a month  earlier  than 
in  previous  years.  Overall,  the  diversity  of 
bird  life  out  here  on  the  southern  end  of  the 
Chebucto  Peninsula  is  the  lowest  I’ve  wit- 
nessed.” 

Writing  from  Labrador  City  in  mid-March, 
veteran  northern  observer  Gordon  Parsons 
asked:  “Why  so  few?  The  birds  in  general 
seem  to  have  left  early,  and  few  winter  birds 
turned  up.  We  did  get  about  100  or  so  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  at  peak  for  a week  or  two, 
maybe  50  for  a month  or  so  and  then  25  for 
last  month,  still  lots  of  dogberries  on  the 
trees.  Only  this  month  have  a few  Common 
Redpolls  been  seen,  Boreal  Chickadees  can  be 
counted  on  one  hand,  same  for  Pine  Gros- 
beaks and  White-winged  Crossbills,  low 
numbers  of  Gray  Jays  even!  Common  Ravens 
seem  to  be  holding  their  own,  and  no  Snow 
Buntings  yet.”  In  Newfoundland,  writing 
about  finches,  Bruce  Mactavish  said  simply 
“Poor  year,  none  common.”  The  same  held 
true  for  most  of  the  rest  of  the  Region,  except 
for  central  and  northern  New  Brunswick, 


where  tens  of  thousands  of  White-winged 
Crossbills  gathered  to  feast  on  a tremendous 
cone  crop  provided  by  White  Spruce,  Red 
Spruce,  and  Balsam  Fir. 

Beginning  in  mid-December,  clouds  of  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  and  American  Robins  de- 
scended on  St.  John’s  to  gorge  on  a huge  crop 
of  Mountain  Ash.  Mactavish  painted  the 
scene  of  28  December:  “Stopped  the  car  un- 
der a rain  of  orange  waxwing  droppings. 
Wires  lined  with  Bohemians,  tree  tops  full, 
roofs  covered,  dogberry  trees  with  masses  of 
hovering  waxwings,  snow  beneath  the  trees 
red  with  berries.  There  was  no  Sharpie  in  the 
area,  but  every  few  minutes  the  flock  would 
take  to  wing  with  a roar,  circle  and  wheel 
about,  and  float  back  down  to  the  wires  and 
trees  in  fantastic  moving  shapes,  as  good  as 
any  huge  shorebird  flock  or  African  finch 
scene.  The  combined  twittering  calls  changed 
in  volume,  depending  on  the  action  of  the 
birds.  1 know  we’ve  seen  massive  flocks  like 
this  and  bigger  in  the  past,  but  this  was  awe- 
some— in  the  true  meaning  of  the  word.”  He 
estimated  about  3000  birds  in  the  flock. 

Long-time  Audubon  Christmas  Bird  Count 
editor  for  Atlantic  Canada,  Ian  McLaren,  ob- 
served: “Counts  of  regularly  wintering  passer- 
ines were  mostly  within  or 
below  recent  ranges  except 
for  European  Starling,  with 
the  most  since  1999,  and 
more  pleasantly,  a record 
high  for  Black-capped 
Chickadees.  It  was  not  a 
waxwing  winter.  Many  par- 
tially migrant  sparrows 
may  have  fed  well  and  left, 
with  those  remaining  less 
reliant  on  concentrations  of 
food  and  shelter,  and 
counts  were  well  below  av- 
erage for  recent  years.  Pine 
Grosbeak,  Common  Red- 
poll, and  Evening  Grosbeak 
were  scarcer  than  they  have 
been  in  a decade  or  more, 
and  the  10  Red  Crossbills 
in  St.  John’s  26  December 
were  the  second  fewest  since  1990-1991. 
House  Sparrows  continue  to  decline,  with  this 
year’s  count  being  the  lowest  since  1990- 
1991,  even  with  smaller  effort  in  earlier 
years.” 

The  total  species  observed  per  province 
was  average  or  above:  New  Brunswick  159 
(ten-year  average:  162;  Stuart  Tingley),  Nova 
Scotia  204  (ten-year  average:  194,  Blake  May- 
bank),  Prince  Edward  Island  115  (David  Sed- 
er), Newfoundland  & Labrador  135  (Jared 
Clark),  and  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  96  (Roger 


Etcheberry).  A “depths  of  winter”  tally  during 
February  turned  up  151  species  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, about  75  per  cent  of  the  entire  period  list 
(Patricia  Chalmers).  Many  thanks  to  Lance 
Laviolette  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Bird  Society  for 
providing  access  to  their  timely  reports,  and 
to  Roger  Etcheberry  at  St.  Pierre,  for  his  ever- 
concise  missives. 

Abbreviations:  A.P.  (Avalon  Peninsula,  NE); 
C.B.I.  (Cape  Breton  I.,  NS);  C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable 
I.,  NS);  G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  1.,  NB);  H.R.M. 
(Halifax  Regional  Municipality,  NS);  NF  (in- 
sular Newfoundland);  P.E.I.  (Prince  Edward 
Island);  SPM  (Saint  Pierre  et  Miquelon, 
France). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

The  maximum  count  of  1500  Canada  Geese 
on  P.E.I.  came  from  Vernon  River  2 Feb  (DK), 
down  from  the  peak  of  5000  in  2006.  The 
largest  wintering  flock  in  Nova  Scotia  is  con- 
sistently found  in  H.R.M. , where  there  were 
4000  at  West  Jeddore  21  Feb  (Lucas  Berrig- 
an).  A pair  of  Trumpeter  Swans  was  found  at 
Daniels  Head,  C.S.I.  8 Dec  (MN),  while  2 
swans  at  Goose  Flats,  Pembroke,  Yarmouth, 
NS  14  Jan  (Eric  Ruff)  were  thought  to  be 


Tundra  Swans.  At  least  12  Eurasian  Wigeons 
passed  the  winter  in  St.  John’s,  NF  (m.ob.), 
while  5 were  at  Daniels  Head,  C.S.I.  2-11  Feb 
(MN).  Prince  Edward  Island  remains  the 
undisputed  winter  headquarters  for  Gadwall 
in  the  Region,  with  40  tallied  at  Chappels 
Creek,  Queens  18  Feb  (JDM).  A count  of  70-i- 
Green-winged  Teal,  including  3 Eurasian 
Teal,  was  the  Region’s  largest  12  Dec  at  Kellys 
Brook,  St.  John’s,  NF  (AH).  Superior  counts 
of  Mallard  were  975  at  Moncton,  NB  16  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  889  at  Lunenburg,  NS  2 Jan 


This  remarkable  image  of  an  immature  Great  Cormorant  eating  a sculpin  in  Miquelon 
harbor,  Saint  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  was  fortuitously  captured  14  January  2007.  In  re- 
cent years,  twenty  or  more  have  wintered  here.  Photo§mph  by  Roger  Etcheberry. 
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(C.B.C.).  A count  of  863  American  Black 
Ducks  was  a record  high  at  Grand  Barachois, 
Miquelon,  SPM  15  Dec  (RE,  PB);  a total  of 
4696  at  Wolfville,  NS  16  Dec  was  also  im- 
pressive, with  next  largest  tally  being  2573  at 
Pictou  Harbour,  NS  1 Jan  (both  C.B.C.).  At 
least  212  Northern  Pintails  at  St.  John’s,  NF 
26  Dec  (C.B.C.)  far  exceeded  all  other  flocks 
in  the  Region.  A Blue-winged  Teal  was  at 
New  Minas,  Kings,  NS  15  Dec  (JT),  while  an- 
other returned  for  a 3rd  winter  at  Saint  John, 
NB  QGW),  another  for  a 2nd  winter  at  St. 
Pierre,  SPM  (RE),  and  yet  another  was  found 
on  the  St.  John’s,  NF  C.B.C.  26  Dec.  A hen 
Northern  Shoveler  was  at  St.  Pierre,  SPM  6- 
10  Dec  (PB,  PA). 

A dead  Canvasback  was  found  in  late  Feb 
at  Quispamsis,  Kings,  NB  Qoe  Steele),  while  a 
live  one  was  at  The  Hawk,  C.S.I.  13  Dec 
(MN).  Best  counts  of  Redhead  were  10  at 
Oyster  Bed  Bridge,  PEI  in  early  Jan  (DS)  and 
15  at  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  12  Feb  (FT).  There 
were  22  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Lower 
Sackville,  H.R.M.  12  Dec  Qohn  Belbin).  At 
least  10  Tufted  Ducks  passed  the  winter  in  St. 
John’s,  NF  (m.ob.).  Pictou  Harbour,  NS, 
which  is  kept  partially  open  by  warm  water 
from  a power  plant,  harbors  the  largest  win- 
tering flocks  of  waterfowl  in  the  Region,  in- 
cluding 5000  Greater  Scaup  12  Feb  (FL).  The 
top  tally  of  Lesser  Scaup  was  about  90  on  the 
Halifax-Dartmouth  C.B.C.  17  Dec.  There 
were  55  Harlequin  Ducks  at  Sober  I.,  H.R.M. 
17  Feb  (KM).  A nice  evening  flight  of  1185+ 
Long-tailed  Ducks  passed  Point  Prim,  An- 
napolis, NS  23  Jan  0K)>  moving  out  of  An- 
napolis Basin  to  raft  on  the  open  ocean 
overnight.  A flock  of  750  White-winged  Scot- 
ers off  the  e.  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Miquelon 
15  Dec  (RE)  was  the  largest  reported.  Good 
counts  of  Black  Scoter  were  645  at  St.  Peter’s, 
Richmond,  C.B.I.  (C.B.C.)  and  350  off  Daniels 
Head,  C.S.I.  18  Jan  QN).  Best  counts  for  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  were  110  on  the  Dalhousie, 
NB  C.B.C.  and  60  at  Cocagne  Bridge,  Kent, 
NB  28  Jan  (Roger  LeBlanc);  one  at  Grand 
Barachois,  SPM  8 Dec-14  Jan  was,  remark- 
ably, a new  species  for  the  islands  (LJ).  The  fa- 
vored early  winter  haunt  for  Hooded  Mer- 
ganser is  the  Northumberland  Strait  shore  of 
Nova  Scotia,  where  250  were  present  at  Hal- 
iburton  Gut,  Pictou  3 Dec  (KM);  a good  count 
for  Prince  Edward  Island  was  34  at  Black 
Pond  W.M.A.,  Kings  on  the  same  date  (DO, 
DS).  A huge  mob  of  4451  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers in  Pictou  Harbour  1 Jan  (C.B.C.) 
must  have  been  consumed  much  fish,  with 
help  from  932  Common  Mergansers  there. 
Some  465  Common  Mergansers  at  Campbell- 
ton,  NB  7 Jan  were  thought  to  be  feeding  on 
smelt  (Margaret  Doyle).  The  largest  count  of 


Ruddy  Duck  in  the  Region  was  22  at  Bissett 
L.,  Dartmouth,  H.R.M.  10  Dec  (BMy). 

A large  flight  of  alcids  observed  14  Dec 
from  Brier  I.,  NS  included  a Pacific  Loon 
meticulously  described  by  Maybank;  there  are 
about  10  previous  sightings  for  the  province. 
A Pied-billed  Grebe  at  MacLellan  Marsh,  Pic- 
tou, NS  16  Dec  (KM)  was  late  for  an  inland 
site,  which  would  normally  be  iced  over. 
Numbers  of  Red-necked  Grebe  seemed  down 


A few  Golden  Eagles  have  wintered  annually  in  coastal 
Albert  County,  New  Brunswick  since  at  least  the  mid-1970s, 
but  this  adult  female  21  January  2007  near  Riverside- 
Albert  was  the  first  to  be  documented  by  photograph. 
Photograph  by  David  Christie. 

around  the  French  islands,  with  a maximum 
of  17  at  St.  Pierre,  SPM  1 Feb  (BL).  The 
largest  count  in  Nova  Scotia  was  58  at  St.  Pe- 
ter’s, Richmond,  C.B.I.  16  Dec  (C.B.C.).  A 
Sooty  Shearwater  seen  off  the  e.  coast  of 
Miquelon,  SPM  17  Dec  (Frederic  Disnard) 
was  a first  winter  record  for  the  islands. 
Northern  Gannets  have  been  a regular  feature 
of  early  winter  and  midwinter  since  the  early 
1990s,  before  which  time  they  were  scarce. 
Some  now  remain  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  all  winter,  where  there  were  100+  at 
Southern  Head,  G.M.I.  7 Jan  (Larry  Small) 
and  50  off  Campobello  I.,  NB  9 Jan  (NF). 
Double-crested  Cormorant  is  showing  the 
same  trend:  a tally  of  32  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants in  usually  frozen  Pictou  Harbour,  NS 
1 Jan  (C.B.C.)  would  have  been  unheard  of  20 
years  ago.  Christmas  Bird  Count  numbers  of 
Double-crested  Cormorants  (46)  surpassed 
those  of  Great  Cormorant  (32)  in  New 
Brunswick. 

A Great  Blue  Heron  rescued  16  Jan  at  Ni- 
gadoo,  Gloucester,  NB  died  that  night  (Luc 
DeRoche),  but  one  far  inland  at  Fredericton 
31  Dec  was  apparently  healthy  (Sandra  Low- 
man).  Latest  report  was  of  one  at  C.S.I.  20  Jan 
(MN).  The  only  Great  Egret  to  make  the  peri- 
od was  seen  12  Dec  at  Pomquet,  Antigonish, 
NS  {fide  RL).  An  American  Bittern  at  Daniels 
Head,  C.S.I.  2 Feb  likely  made  it  through  the 
winter  QN).  Glossy  Ibis  does  not  appear  in 


the  winter  report  often,  but  one  just  made  it 
at  Port  Maitland,  Yarmouth,  NS  1 Dec  (MN). 
The  only  Black  Vulture  reported  was  at  the 
East  Prince  County  landfill,  PEI  22  Dec  (Fin- 
ton  MacKinnon).  From  all  reports,  there  ap- 
pear to  be  about  50  Turkey  Vultures  wintering 
in  sw.  Nova  Scotia,  with  30  reported  at 
Yarmouth  13  Dec  (Levi  Cliche);  the  farthest  e. 
was  at  Lunenburg  28  Jan  (K.  Lantz). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

An  imm.  Bald  Eagle  at  Murray  River,  PEI  21 
Jan  chased  a plastic  milk  bottle  across  the  ice 
and  eventually  caught  it.  Half  an  hour  later,  it 
was  seen  flying  around  with  the  bottle  stuck 
in  its  talons  (Tim  Sutton).  A count  of  447 
(222  ad.,  205  imm.)  eagles  on  the  26th  Cyril 
Coldwell  Raptor  Count  4 Feb  in  Kings,  NS 
was  close  to  the  average  of  about  400  Ohn 
Wolford).  A few  Cooper’s  Hawks  winter  in 
New  Brunswick,  and  likely  in  Nova  Scotia, 
but  they  are  seldom  reported  in  the  latter 
province;  thus  an  imm.  16  Dec  and  7 Feb  at 
Port  Williams,  Kings,  NS  (Richard  Stern)  and 
an  ad.  at  Pubnico,  Yannouth,  NS  13  Jan  QH) 
were  notable.  The  only  Broad-winged  Hawk 
report  came  from  Mill  L.,  H.R.M.  3 Dec  (HT). 
Fifty-eight  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  enumerat- 
ed on  the  aforementioned  raptor  count  in 
Kings,  NS.  The  only  solid  report  of  a Golden 
Eagle  was  an  ad.  female  photographed  at  She- 
pody  River  Dam,  Albert,  NB  21  Jan  (DSC). 
Wintering  American  Kestrels  have  an  odd 
habit  lately  of  only  revealing  themselves  near 
the  end  of  the  period:  reports  of  singles  came 
from  Biscay  Bay,  NF  23  Jan  (DSH),  Grand  Pre, 
Kings,  NS  24  Feb  0H)>  Riverside-Albert,  Al- 
bert, NB  25  Feb  (Woody  Gilles),  and 
Cocagne,  Kent,  NB  26  Feb  Qules  Cormier). 
Five  Gyrfalcon  reports  were  received,  all  of 
single  birds:  from  East  Point,  PEI  13  Dec 
(VL),  Grand  Pre,  Kings,  NS  14  Dec  (BMy),  St. 
John’s,  NF  26  Dec  (C.B.C.),  Portugal  Cove 
South,  NF  30  Jan  (DSH),  and  Canso,  Guys- 
borough,  NS  4-5  Feb  (TK).  At  least  5 Pere- 
grine Falcons  wintered  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  a 
like  number  on  the  A.P.  (m.ob.),  with  at  least 
2 ads.  and  one  imm.  around  St.  John’s.  One  at 
Saint  John,  NB  9 Jan  was  identified  as  the  tun- 
drius  subspecies  (RB). 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  does  best  in  the  An- 
napolis Valley  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  300  were 
tallied  on  the  Wolfville  C.B.C.  16  Dec.  Ruffed 
Grouse  are  apparently  at  a high  in  their  popu- 
lation cycle  throughout  the  Maritime 
provinces,  as  evidenced  by  47  on  the  Caledo- 
nia, Queens,  NS  C.B.C.  17  Dec;  37  on  the  Es- 
kasoni,  Richmond,  NS  C.B.C.  26  Dec;  and  13  at 
Monticello,  Kings,  PE  16  Feb  (Gerald  Mac- 
Donald). They  even  came  into  backyards  in 
cen.  New  Brunswick,  with  9 (2  males)  attend- 
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Q A Gray  Partridge  has  just  about  died  out  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  only  a few  remaining  in  the  Truro  area.  Good  counts  are 
J/a  still  obtained  in  agricultural  e.  Prince  Edward  Island,  where  coveys  of  8-15  birds  were  not  hard  to  find  this  winter  (fide 
DS),  especially  near  harvested  grain  fields.  Salt  is  not  used  extensively  on  island  roads,  which  may  explain  why  they  persist 
there.  The  prevailing  sentiment  is  that  the  Nova  Scotia  birds  have  died  of  toxicosis  caused  by  eating  road  salt. 


ing  a bird  feeder  at  Nasonworth,  York,  NB  late 
in  the  period  (Wendy  Rogers).  There  are  still 
no  solid  reports  of  Wild  Turkey  breeding  in  sw. 
New  Brunswick,  but  they  are  getting  very 
close,  with  several  reports  in  neighboring 
Washington,  Maine  this  past  summer,  within 
64  km  of  the  international  border.  When  they 
do  get  here  (as  happened  in  Ontario,  soon  af- 
ter they  arrived  from  New  York  state  in  the  ear- 
ly 1980s),  wildlife  officials  in  New  Brunswick 
will  likely  begin  importing  more  (possibly 
from  Ontario).  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  still  persist 
in  e.  Prince  Edward  Island,  where  a few  were 
introduced  from  Ontario  in  the 
1980s.  A hock  of  12  was  found  along 
Souris  Line  Rd.,  Hermanville,  Kings 
15  Jan  (Warren  Foulkes). 

A few  more  American  Coots  than 
usual  survived  winter  in  the  Region, 
with  5 making  it  into  spring  at  St. 

John's,  NF  (BMt),  where  one  or  2 is 
the  norm.  As  many  as  16  were  found 
at  Bissett  L.,  Dartmouth,  NS  10  Dec 
(BMy),  with  7 still  at  nearby  Sulli- 
vans Pond  in  late  Feb  (m.ob.).  The 
first  known  successful  wintering  of  a 
Sandhill  Crane  in  the  Region  oc- 
curred at  a farm  in  Bridgewater, 
Lunenburg,  NS  1 Dec-28  Feb+, 
where  the  owner  took  an  interest  in 
keeping  it  alive  (fide  UH).  Probably 
fewer  than  100  American  Wood- 
cocks winter  in  far  sw.  Nova  Scotia, 
with  a few  reported  every  winter 
from  this  area.  There  were  singles  near  Tusket, 
Yarmouth,  NS  16  Jan  and  along  Canaan  Rd., 
Yarmouth,  NS  6 Feb  (Paul  Gould),  while  one 
that  attempted  to  cross  an  open  cove  was  ac- 
costed in  mid-air  and  eventually  killed  by 
crows  at  Atwoods  Brook,  C.S.I.  11  Feb  (Terry 
Crowell).  Two  Wilson’s  Snipe  were  doing  well 
at  Portugal  Cove  South,  NF  until  20  Feb 
(DSH),  when  one  flew  into  utility  wires.  It  was 
rescued  and  fed  an  earthworm  substitute 
(squid).  A Greater  Yellowlegs  in  n.  Nova  Sco- 
tia at  Apple  River,  Cumberland  15  Jan  was  un- 
usual for  that  locale.  The  last  of  3 Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs present  through  Dec  at  C.S.I.  was  seen 
1 1 Jan  at  The  Hawk  (JH). 

A flock  of  30  Red  Knots  8 Dec  at  Grand 
Barachois,  SPM  had  been  reduced  to  10  birds 
near  Miquelon  Village  by  7-1 1 Feb  (LJ).  Nova 
Scotia  could  not  muster  more  than  5,  at  Cher- 
ry Hill  Beach,  Lunenburg  29  Dec  (Sylvia 
Fullerton).  An  extraordinarily  late  flock  of  22 


Semipalmated  Sandpipers  passed  through 
C.S.I.  2 Dec  at  Daniels  Head  (MN).  Late 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  in  the  Region  are 
probably  crippled,  as  was  the  case  with  2 near 
Cape  Race,  NF  3 Dec  (BMt),  one  of  which 
made  it  to  the  C.B.C.  23  Dec.,  and  another  at 
C.S.I.  on  the  C.B.C.  16  Dec.  Purple  Sandpiper 
numbers  appear  to  be  down  by  more  than  half 
over  the  past  25  years  or  so.  Whereas  100-200 
birds  used  to  winter  on  Machias  Seal  1.,  NB 
(through  the  1980s),  the  best  count  this  win- 
ter was  70  on  21  Jan  (Ralph  Eldridge).  How- 
ever, 118  on  the  Miquelon  C.B.C.  17  Dec  was 


said  to  be  record  high  (fide  RE).  Fewer  than 
250  Dunlins  likely  winter  in  sw.  Nova  Scotia 
annually,  with  up  to  127  at  C.S.I.  3 Dec  (MN) 
and  26  as  far  e.  as  Three  Fathom  Harbour, 
H.R.M.  17  Feb  (Robert  Lindsay).  A healthy 
bird  was  an  unusual  sight  foraging  in  a grassy 
ditch  at  the  St.  John’s,  NF  airport  14  Dec 
(BMt);  3 at  Grand  Barachois,  SPM  11  Feb 
(RE)  were  likewise  unexpected  there.  A Semi- 
palmated Plover  at  Renews,  NF  3-9  Dec  (BMt 
et  al.)  appeared  to  be  healthy.  A flock  of  3 
Killdeer  at  a ball  diamond  in  Clarks  Harbour, 
C.S.I.  2 Jan  (MN)  was  down  to  one  by  7 Feb 
GO. 


GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Six  Mew  Gulls  (all  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species) passed  through  St.  John’s  harbor  dur- 
ing the  period — “standard  numbers”  accord- 
ing to  Mactavish.  One  at  a sewage  lagoon  in 
Charlottetown,  PEI  returned  for  its  3rd  win- 
ter 11  Jan  (DO).  A “classic  ad.”  Thayer’s  Gull 
was  photographed  in  Sambro  Harbour, 
H.R.M.  18  Feb  (HT).  Two  Yellow-legged 
Gulls  spent  the  winter  in  St.  John’s,  along 
with  at  least  3 ad.  Slaty-backed  Gulls — con- 
firmed as  distinctly  different  individuals  by 
wing  tip  pattern:  one  26  Nov-Mar  (m.ob.), 
one  31  Dec  only  (Paul  Linegar),  and  one  22 
Jan-26  Feb  (BMt,  Ken  Knowles).  Previous 
provincial  records  of  Slaty-backed  include 
just  2 ads.  and  a third-winter  bird  Jan-Apr 
2006.  The  best  count  of  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  of  15-20  at  the  Robin  Hood  Bay 
dump  near  St.  John’s  10  Dec  (BMt, 
Jared  Clark).  Black-headed  Gull  was 
commonest  in  Halifax  harbour,  with 
113  found  on  the  local  C.B.C.  17 
Dec.  An  estimated  2500  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  off  East  Pt.,  PEI  14  Dec  (DO, 
VL)  was  a good  count  for  the  island, 
while  at  least  4500  were  still  in  Head 
Harbour  Passage,  Charlotte,  NB  9 
Jan  (NF).  Five  Little  Gulls  came  to 
light:  an  ad.  3 Dec  at  East  Point,  PEI 
(DO,  DS);  an  imm.  at  Sinclair  T,  Pic- 
tou,  NS  9 Dec  (KM);  an  ad.  off  Swal- 
lowtail Light,  G.M.I.  17  Dec  (JGW); 
an  imm.  at  Canso  Causeway,  Inver- 
ness, NS  28  Dec  (DMQ);  and  an  ad. 
at  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  30  Dec  (KM). 
An  ad.  Ivory  Gull  that  begged  for 
food  at  Quidi  Vidi  L.,  St.  John’s,  NF 
20  Jan-early  Feb  (m.ob.)  became  a 
virtual  pet,  feeding  on  various  meats 
supplied  by  visiting  birders.  One  at  nearby 
Portugal  Cove  South  27  Feb+  came  into  a 
backyard  kennel  to  pilfer  dog  food  (DSH). 
Good  counts  of  Black-legged  Kittiwake  were 
made  in  the  outer  Bay  of  Fundy,  with  15,615 
counted  at  North  Pt.,  Brier  T,  NS  14  Dec 
(BMy)  and  5100  in  Head  Harbour  Passage, 
NB  9 Jan  (NF).  The  only  Forster’s  Tern  was 
found  at  West  Pubnico,  Yarmouth,  NS  7 Jan 
(MN),  while  an  ad.  Common  Tern  in  alter- 
nate plumage  was  at  Ogden’s  Pond,  Antigo- 
nish,  NS  2 Dec  (BS). 

Oddly,  the  highest  numbers  of  Dovekie 
were  found  in  the  w.  part  of  the  Region  early 


^ A Further  evidence  of  the  northward  spread  of  avian  cholera  in  the  past  three  years  was  an  outbreak  along  the  e.  coast  of 
Dfl  Newfoundland  in  late  Jan.  Initially,  6 dead  gulls  were  diagnosed  with  the  disease,  including  Great  Black-backed  Gull, 
Glaucous  Gull,  and  Black-legged  Kittiwake.  Many  more  sick  gulls  were  reported  at  various  offshore  sites,  though  other  marine 
species  were  not  clearly  affected.  Public  announcements  suggested  that  people  avoid  contact  with  birds  suspected  of  being  in- 
fected with  avian  cholera.  The  disease  was  said  to  pose  "minimal  risk"  to  humans  (Hugh  Whitney,  Chief  Provincial  Veterinarian). 


Rescued  from  a snow  drift  in  Moncton,  New  Brunswick  1 February  2007,  this  immature 
Atlantic  Puffin  appeared  almost  23  years  to  the  day  after  the  only  previous  record  for  this 
inland  location  (and  only  a mile  away):  31  January  1984.  Photograph  by  Danny  Doiron. 
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in  the  period,  with  3346  moving  past  North 
Pt.,  Brier  1.,  NS  14  Dec  (BMy).  In  contrast, 
they  were  “virtually  absent”  throughout  the 
period  around  St.  Pierre,  with  only  4 found  on 
the  St.  Pierre  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (RE).  At  least 
8215  Razorbills  were  in  the  impressive  Brier  I. 
flight  14  Dec,  but  very  few  Atlantic  Puffins,  as 
would  be  expected,  given  that  they  winter  far- 
ther offshore. 

Six  brave  (or  foolish)  Mourning  Doves 
were  huddled  in  a spruce  tree  at  Labrador 
City  17  Feb  (GP),  while  one  that  wintered  at 
a feeder  in  St.  Lewis  (EL)  was  likely  one  of 
very  few  to  do  so  on  the  s.  Labrador  coast.  An 
indication  of  how  far  they  have  come  in  50 
years:  5536  were  tallied  on  Nova  Scotia 
Christmas  counts  and  3856  on  New 
BrunsvAck  counts.  A White-winged  Dove  at 
Stoney  Island,  C.S.I.  16  Dec  (]C)  was  about 
the  40th  for  the  province.  Quite  unusual,  and 
not  noted  annually,  was  a live  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  at  Canso,  NS  13  Dec  (TK).  There 
were  a few  Snowy  Owls  in  Dec  in  Newfound- 
land, such  as  6 along  the  Cape  Race  Rd.  3 Dec 
(BMt),  but  none  were  reported  in  Jan  or  Feb. 
There  were  a few  elsewhere  in  the  Region, 
with  about  10  reports  each  in  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 
An  injured  Long-eared  Owl  found  in 
Stephenville,  on  the  w.  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, 6 Feb  (fide  Joe  Brazil)  was  subsequently 
taken  to  a rehabilitation  center  in  St.  John’s;  it 
furnished  just  the  2nd  record  for  the 
province.  Uncharacteristically,  the  best  one- 
day  count  of  Short-eared  Owl  came  from  the 
A.P.,  where  there  were  2 at  Portugal  Cove 
South  and  one  at  Trepassey,  both  23  Jan 
(DSH). 

HUH/IMINGBIRDS  THROUGH 

CHICKADEES 

A hatch-year  male  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
bird 1-4  Dec  at  a feeder  in  Ballantynes  Cove, 
Antigonish,  NS  (fide  BMy)  was  most  unusual 
for  the  month,  anywhere  in  Canada.  Belted 
Kingfisher  posted  a record  high  of  45  found 
on  Christmas  counts  in  Nova  Scotia,  while  4 
were  found  at  Cape  Broyle,  NF  19  Jan  (BMt) 
and  2 at  Barachois,  Westmoreland,  NB  3 Jan 
(Norm  Belliveau).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
at  a feeder  in  Hantsport,  Hants,  NS  6 Dec+ 
(Marion  Fulton)  was  returning  for  its  3rd 
winter;  another  was  seen  24  km  away  at  Can- 
ning, Kings  12  Feb  (MG).  Northern  Flicker  is 
staying  in  greater  numbers  farther  north  in 
winter:  there  were  15  at  Charlottetown,  PEI 
and  37  at  St.  John’s,  NF  (both  26  Dec  on 
C.B.C.);  Nova  Scotia  Christmas  counts  de- 
tected 128,  about  the  15-year  average.  A tally 
of  95  Pileated  Woodpeckers  on  the  counts 
was  the  2nd  highest  ever,  an  indication  that 


the  species  is  moving  into  more  urban  habi- 
tats. The  mild  weather  favored  at  least  4 East- 
ern Phoebes  in  Nova  Scotia:  16  Dec  at 
Wolfville  OT):  19-21  Dec  at  Lockeport,  Shel- 
burne (DC),  lOJan  at  Greenwich  (BF),  and  19 
Jan  at  Milton,  Queens  (DP).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at 
Antigonish  W.M.A.  17  Dec  (BS)  furnished 
about  the  20th  provincial  record. 

Up  to  20  Common  Ravens  were  enticed  to 
a feeder  supplied  with  roadkill  (such  as  Coy- 
otes and  Bobcat)  in  Antigonish,  NS  through- 
out the  winter  (RL).  A Bell’s  'Vireo  at  Seaview 
Park,  Halifax,  NS  6-12  Dec  (David  Currie, 
Azor  Vienneau)  provided  only  the  3rd  record 
for  the  province  and  the  2nd  in  winter.  Bo- 
hemian Waxwing  distribution  was  spotty,  but 
only  the  A.P.  of  Newfoundland  saw  truly  im- 
pressive numbers,  with  7500+  estimated  in 
the  e.  end  of  St.  John’s  12  Jan  (BMt).  A few 


A rewarding  find  for  a day  of  winter  birding  was  this  perky 
Say's  Phoebe  in  a frozen  cattail  marsh,  found  on  the  Antigo- 
nish, Nova  Scotia  Christmas  Bird  Count  17  December  2006. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Stevens. 

made  it  to  the  Maritimes,  and  late  in  the  peri- 
od, with  maxima  of  only  25  at  Gagetown,  NB 
18  Feb  (Don  Gibson),  100  at  Vernon  River, 
PEI  10  Feb  (DK),  140  at  New  Victoria,  C.B.I. 
15  Jan  (Clive  & Theresa  MacDonald),  and  75 
at  Port  Medway,  Queens,  NS  11  Feb  (BMy). 
Although  widely  scattered,  there  were  likely 
half  as  many  Cedar  Waxwings  Regionwide, 
such  as  80  in  Charlottetown,  PEI  18  Feb 
ODM),  150  in  St.John’s,  NF  15  Dec  (BMt),  20 
at  Wolfville  Ridge,  NS  2 Feb  (BF),  and  10  at 
St.  Pierre,  SPM  29  Jan  (SAM). 

An  Eastern  Bluebird  was  unique  at  Murray 
Harbour,  PEI  10  Dec  (Virginia  Jackson);  two 
or  three  years  may  pass  between  winter  re- 
ports in  the  whole  Region.  Five  Hermit 
Thrush  reports  surfaced  in  Nova  Scotia,  but 


the  farthest  n.  was  one  eating  Mountain  Ash 
berries  at  Marys  Pt.,  Albert,  NB  1 Jan  (DSC). 
One  that  came  faithfully  to  a feeder  1-28  Feb+ 
at  Crousetown,  Lunenburg,  NS  showed  a pref- 
erence for  rolled  oats  and  finch  seed  but  ig- 
nored raisins,  blueberries,  chopped  apple, 
and  grapes  (Nellie  Snyder). 

A Northern  Mockingbird  at  St.  Pierre  Vil- 
lage, SPM  26  Jan  (LJ)  was  notable,  as  was  a 
record  high  of  550  European  Starlings  there 
30  Dec,  counted  from  a photograph  (PB). 
Two  Carolina  Wrens  at  a feeder  in  Summer- 
side,  PEI  19  Jan-14  Apr+  (Bob  Mulligan)  was 
amazing,  considering  the  location,  and  the 
fact  that  this  province  got  its  first  record  just 
last  spring  in  Charlottetown.  One  surfaced  in 
Nova  Scotia  at  Canning,  Kings  19  Jan+  (MG), 
and  5 was  the  total  in  New  Brunswick,  with  2 
at  Fredericton  and  one  each  at  Hammond 
River,  Moncton,  and  Memramcook.  A House 
Wren  was  found  at  Portuguese  Cove,  Halifax, 
NS  25  Dec  (TPA).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
was  still  at  Lockeport,  NS  18  Dec  (DC).  Quite 
a few  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  are  attempting 
to  winter,  and  some  are  succeeding,  with  the 
help  of  feeders,  as  far  n.  as  Sackville,  NB  26 
Jan-10  Mar  (Kathy  Popma).  Others  were 
found  at  Maximeville,  PEI  25  Jan  (Fred  & 
Gisele  Martin),  at  Campbellton,  Restigouche, 
NB  16  Dec  (fide  Irene  Doyle),  and  at  Daniels 
Head,  C.S.I.  10  Feb  (MN),  the  latter  bird  not 
attending  a feeder.  Boreal  Chickadee  was 
“more  regular”  than  usual  in  Pictou  and 
Antigonish,  NS  QK)  as  well  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
Maritimes  (m.ob.);  the  species  was  “fairly 
common  and  well  reported”  on  St.  Pierre 
(RE). 

LARKS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  best  counts  of  Horned  Lark  were  125  at 
Grand  Pre,  Kings,  NS  14  Dec  (BMy)  and  100 
at  Earnscliffe,  Queens,  PEI  29  Dec  (DS,  JDM). 
American  Pipit  is  increasing  across  the  Re- 
gion, albeit  slowly,  with  good  winter  counts  of 
20  at  Long  Beach,  Cape  Race,  NF  14  Jan 
(DSH),  24  at  Hardens  Pt.,  H.R.M.  23  Feb 
(Suzanne  Borkowski),  and  one  at  East  Pt.,  PEI 
7 Jan  (DS). 

At  least  12  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were 
reported  in  Nova  Scotia,  about  normal,  with 
the  farthest  n.  being  at  a feeder  in  St. 


Q A Four  Redwings  in  the  Region  is  a lot,  with  3 in  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia's  2nd  at  Brooklyn,  Queens  2-8  Dec 
rl  (DP  et  al.).  Starting  2 Dec  (AH)  and  continuing  into  late  Jan  (BMt),  there  were  at  least  2 with  the  huge  American  Robin 
flocks  in  St.  John's.  (American  Robins  in  St.  John's  numbered  at  least  "several  thousand"and  were  present  until  all  the  Moun- 
tain Ash  berries  were  eaten  [in  the  first  week  of  Feb];  there  were  also  quite  a few  along  the  Bay  of  Fundy  shore  at  St.  Martins, 
NB,  where  1 00+  were  starting  to  take  foods  other  than  Mountain  Ash  28  Jan  [TS]).  Another  Redwing  was  found  by  a WINGS 
tour  group  on  the  barrens  at  Cape  Race  20  Jan  (BMt,  Jon  Dunn).  "Great  to  see  a wild  Redwing  instead  of  one  of  those  city  slick- 
ers," remarked  Mactavish,  who  added  that"Redwing  has  (now)  become  part  of  the  Winter  Avalon  Avifauna." 
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Anselme,  Westmoreland,  NB  30  Dec+  (Gilles 
Bourque).  A Nashville  Warbler  was  at  Bissett 
L.,  Dartmouth,  NS  7 Jan  (TPA).  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  is  being  found  more  often  at 
feeders,  with  one  returning  for  its  3rd  winter 
at  Fredericton,  NB  21  Jan  Qohn  McLoughlin) 
and  40+  at  Cape  Tormentine,  NB  3 Jan+ 
(m.ob.).  By  all  accounts,  2500+  must  winter 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  be- 
tween Cape  Breton  1.  and  Brier  1.  Two  were 
found  in  “a  wild  state  on  the  hills  of  St. 
Pierre”  14  Jan  (Patrick  Hacala).  The  only  Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  report  came  from 
Heatheron,  Antigonish,  NS  15  Dec-15  Jan+ 
(fide  RF).  A Yellow  Palm  Warbler  at  Sackville, 
NB  16  Jan  and  4 Feb  (Anthony  Erskine)  pro- 
vided one  of  fewer  than  hve  winter  records  for 
the  province.  An  Ovenbird  was  late  at 
Caspereau,  Kings,  NS  11  Dec  (Phil  Taylor). 
Two  male  Common  Yellowthroats  were  found 
together  at  Canning,  Kings,  NS  16  Dec  (An- 
gus & Stella  MacLean).  A Wilson’s  Warbler 
(w.  subspecies)  was  found  in  Halifax,  NS  2 
Dec  (TPA),  while  one  that  persisted  until  26 
Dec  in  St.  John’s,  NF  (m.ob.)  was  not  identi- 
fied as  to  subspecies.  Accompanying  the  latter 
were  2 exceptionally  late  Yellow  Warblers 
along  an  “enriched”  stream  bed  (BMt).  A Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  at  a feeder  in  Miramichi 
City,  NB  30  Dec  (Fred  & Susan  Hare)  was  no- 
tably far  n.  for  the  season. 

Lapland  Longspur  was  nowhere  common, 
with  maxima  of  23  at  Cherry  Hill  Beach,  NS 
13  Dec  QH,  DP)  and  17  at  Daniels  Head, 
C.S.I.  1 Feb  ON).  Excellent  flocks  of  Snow 
Buntings  were  1522  on  the  St.  Leonard,  NB 
C.B.C.  28  Dec  and  2500+  at  Cadman  Corner, 
Westmoreland.  NB  29  Jan  (Ron  & Linda 
Steeves).  An  enviable  feeder  flock  at  Portugal 
Cove  South,  NE  grew  from  70  birds  14  Jan  to 
150  by  11  Feb  (DSH).  Seven  at  Wabush  17 
Feb  (CP)  made  one  of  very  few  winter  reports 
for  interior  Labrador.  A Harris’  Sparrow  tar- 
ried at  a feeder  In  East  LaHave,  Lunenburg,  NS 
18  Jan-28  Eeb+  (Dave  Watson).  A White- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Marys  Pt.,  Albert,  NB  18 
Jan  (DSC)  was  of  the  subspecies  expected 
here  in  winter,  namely  gambelli.  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  made  it  until  the  end  of  Eeb 
at  a feeder  in  Labrador  City  (fide  CP).  Two 
Colden-crowned  Sparrows  were  reported 
without  details  in  Nova  Scotia:  one  at  Hebron, 
Yarmouth,  24  Dec  (MN)  and  another  along 
West  Sable  Rd.,  Shelburne  7 Jan  (David 
Young).  A Colden-crowned  Sparrow  pho- 
tographed at  St.  Pierre  village,  SPM  3 Dec-28 
Peb+  was  an  overdue  first  record  for  the 
Trench  islands  (SAM,  PB). 

A Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  a rare  find  at 
Point  Lepreau,  Charlotte  NB  16  Dec  (RB, 
Eileen  Pike,  Janet  Whitehead).  A leucistic 


American  Tree  Sparrow,  first  noted  13  Eeb 
(DSC)  at  Riverside-Albert,  NB,  was  returning 
for  its  3rd  winter.  The  only  Clay-colored  Spar- 
row report  came  from  Canso  town,  NS,  where 
one  survived  the  winter  at  TK's  prolific  feed- 
er. Single  Eield  Sparrows  are  not  unusual  in 
winter  in  the  Region,  but  2 at  two  locations 
were  notable,  at  Barachois,  Westmoreland  NB 
28  Jan+  (Angela  Leger)  and  at  St.  Andrews, 
NB  27  Jan+  (DC,  James  Goltz,  Shirley  Sloat). 
Single  Vesper  Sparrows  were  noted  at  Daniels 
Head,  C.S.I.  7 Eeb  QN)  and  Grand  Pre,  Kings, 
NS  24  Eeb  QH)-  A Lark  Sparrow  passed  the 
winter  at  KM’s  feeder  in  Springvale,  Pictou,  NS 
9 Dec+  and  began  singing  in  late  Mar.  Unusu- 
al were  3 Eastern  Towhees  together  at  Jol- 


This  Harris' Sparrow  at  a feeder  in  East  LaHave,  Lunenburg 


County,  Nova  Scotia  furnished  only  the  second  record  for 
the  province  (here  24  January  2007).  Photograph  by  Angus 
Madean. 

limore,  Halifax,  NS  15  Dec+  (m.ob.);  the  east- 
ernmost of  this  species  was  a male  at  Witless 
Bay,  NE  2 Mar  (Chris  Ryan). 

Western  Tanagers  were  noted  at  several 
sites  in  the  Region,  but  only  one  survived  the 
period,  at  West  Pubnico,  NS  1 Jan+  (Ethelda 
Murpby);  other  singles  were  at  Eskasoni, 
C.B.I.  26  Dec  (DMQ),  at  Newcombville, 
Lunenburg  28  Nov-early  Dec  (JideJH),  and  at 
Quispamsis,  Kings,  NB  15  Dec-9  Jan  (Susan 
Tait).  A Summer  Tanager  was  present  at  St. 
George  mid-Nov-9  Jan  (Gail  Mullen).  A flock 
of  4-5  Dickcissels  made  it  through  the  winter 
at  a Canso,  NS  feeder  (TK),  and  2 were  at  St. 
Andrews,  NB  1 Eeb  (Steve  & Gail  Smith).  Sin- 
gle Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  turned  up  at 
Eerryland,  NE  3 Dec  (AH)  and  St.  Pierre  vil- 
lage, SPM  28  Dec  Ooseph  Beaupertuis).  A 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  photographed  at 
Goose  Cove,  near  St.  Anthony,  NF  10  Jan 
(Darlene  Rice)  for  a first  provincial  record.  It 
had  been  present  since  late  Dec.  Northern 
Cardinal  is  doing  well  in  suitable  habitat  in 
New  Brunswick,  with  48  found  on  the  Ham- 
mond River  C.B.C.  2 Jan  QGW),  where  there 
were  but  12  in  2001.  Single  Indigo  Buntings 
were  at  Liverpool,  NS  12  Dec  QH)  and  Saint 
John,  NB  3 Feb  (Colin  Eyben).  A male  Paint- 


ed Bunting  was  a show-stopper  far  e.  at 
Grande  Etang,  Inverness,  C.B.I.  NS  25  Nov-19 
Jan  (Damien  & Melissa  Welsh).  A Baltimore 
Oriole  was  notably  far  n.  at  a feeder  in  St.  An- 
thony, NE  16  Dec  (fide  EL).  Only  a single 
male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  turned  up,  at 
Port  Williams,  Kings,  NS  3 Eeb  (M.  Luke- 
man).  A flock  of  about  20  Red-winged  Black- 
birds (15  females)  was  a lot  for  New 
Brunswick,  found  at  a Sussex  feeder  31  Jan 
(Bill  Winsor).  A male  made  it  through  a tough 
winter  on  the  s.  coast  of  Labrador,  coming  to 
a feeder  at  St.  Lewis  18  Jan+  (EL),  leaving 
only  when  a female  arrived  25  Apr!  A Rusty 
Blackbird  was  feeding  in  a salt  marsh,  proba- 
bly on  intertidal  invertebrates,  at  Marys  Pt., 
NB  1 Eeb  (DSC).  Brown-headed  Cowbirds 
numbered  27  at  Montague,  PEI  30  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  21  at  Atwoods  Brook,  C.S.I.  23 
Jan  ON). 

Pine  Siskins  were  scarce  in  the  Region,  ex- 
cept for  nw.  New  Brunswick,  with  -200  on 
several  C.B.C.s  there.  In  cen.  Newfoundland, 
numbers  began  to  build  in  mid-Eeb,  with  40 
at  a Gander  feeder  12  Eeb  and  90  by  24  Eeb 
(JKB).  A good  count  of  48  American 
Goldfinches  was  made  19  Dec  at  a feeder  in 
St.  Pierre  Village,  SPM  (PB).  Common  Red- 
poll vanished  into  the  taiga  this  winter,  with 
very  few  making  it  to  the  Maritimes  and  even 
to  w.  Labrador,  where  the  high  count  was  only 
of  35  at  Labrador  City  27  Jan  (CP).  Best  count 
for  insular  Newfoundland  appears  to  have 
been  50+  at  Gander  24  Feb  QKB).  Pine  Gros- 
beak was  uncommon  at  best  throughout  the 
Region,  with  no  more  than  10  seen  at  any  one 
time  (m.ob.).  The  absence  of  Red  Crossbills 
from  Nova  Scotia  Christmas  counts  for  the 
first  time  since  1969  “...raises  serious  ques- 
tions about  our  regional  population”  accord- 
ing to  venerable  Audubon  C.B.C.  editor  Ian 
McLaren.  A “moderate”  number  seems  to 
have  wintered  in  the  Caledonia  highlands  of 
Albert,  NB,  with  indications  of  later  breeding 
in  Apr  (DSC).  White-winged  Crossbill  was 
abundant  in  n.  and  cen.  New  Brunswick,  with 
500-1000  per  day  easily  found  in  Madawaska, 
Restigouche,  and  Gloucester.  The  top  count  of 
Evening  Grosbeak  was  100  at  Mount  Pearl, 
St.  John’s  14  Jan  (fide  BMt).  Numbers  in  the 
Region  have  fallen  back  to  1950s  and  1960s 
levels  (I AM),  much  lower  than  the  peaks 
found  in  the  1970s  and  1980s. 

Addendum:  Not  previously  mentioned  in 
these  pages  was  discovery  of  the  most  signifi- 
cant wintering  site  for  White-winged  Scoters 
in  the  Region,  in  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  NB.  On 
29  Jan  2002,  during  a Harlequin  Duck  survey, 
3900+  were  found  off  Davidson  Head,  Deer  1. 
(Dedreic  Grecian). 
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Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Pascal  Asselin  (PA),  Sylvie  Allen-Mahe 
(SAM),  Patrick  Boez  (PB),  Roger  Burrows 
(RB),  J.  Kevin  Butler  0KB),  David  S.  Christie 
(DSC),  Donna  Crosby  (DC),  Joan  Czapaly 
QC),  Roger  Etcheberry  (RE),  Norm  Famous 
(NF),  Bernard  Forsythe  (BF),  Don  Gibson 
(DG),  Merritt  Gibson  (MG),  James  Hirtle 
QH),  Ulli  Hoger  (UH),  Anne  Hughes  (AH), 


Laurent  Jackman  (LJ),  Tom  Kavanaugh  (TK), 
John  Kearney  QK),  Dan  Kennedy  (DK), 
Randy  Lauff  (RL),  Vernon  Laux  (VL),  Fulton 
Lavender  (FL),  Eva  Luther  (EL),  Bruce  Mac- 
tavish  (BMt),  Angus  MacLean,  Blake  May- 
bank  (BMy),  J.  Dan  McAskill  QDM).  Dave 
McCorquodale  (DMQ),  Ken  McKenna  (KM), 
Ian  McLaren  (I AM),  Eric  Mills,  Susann  My- 
ers, Murray  Newell  (MN),  Johnny  Nickerson 


ON),  Dwaine  Oakley  (DO),  Terry  Pacquet 
(TPA),  Dorothy  Poole  (DP),  Ted  Sears  (TS), 
David  Seeler  (DS),  Bruce  Stevens  (BS),  Hans 
Toom  (HT),  Judy  Tufts  OT),  James  G.  Wilson 
OGW).  C 


Brian  E.  Dalzell,  120  Mitchell  Swan  Branch 
Tatamagouche,  Nova  Scotia  BOK 1V0 
(dalzell@nbnet.nb.ca) 
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There  were  two  seasons  during  the  peri- 
od. The  hrst  half  of  the  winter  was 
balmy  with  almost  no  ice  on  rivers  and 
no  snow  on  the  ground,  at  least  in  the  south, 
until  mid-January.  The  second  half  was  much 
more  frigid,  although  there  was  no  large 
amount  of  snow  on  the  ground  at  any  time.  In 
summary,  average  temperatures  ended  up 
above  normal  despite  a cold  February,  and 
overall  precipitation  was  below  average.  The 
avifauna  of  early  January  seemed  more  like 
that  of  late  November  in  southern  Quebec. 
The  mild  conditions  of  early  winter  resulted 
in  a lot  of  late  migrants  trying  to  winter  in  the 
Region. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

A group  of  4 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (2 
ads.,  2 imms.)  lingered  at  Levis  2-27  Dec  (OB, 
MR,  ph.);  one  was  at  Sherbrooke  9 Dec  (SR,  Y. 
Charette),  while  up  to  2 at  Chambly  4 Dec-10 
Jan  provided  the  Region’s  2nd  record  ever  for 
Jan  (R.  Chartier  et  al.).  Thousands  of  Snow 


Geese  were  reported  in  s.  Quebec  until  late 
Dec,  while  2 wintered  at  Saint-Jean-sur- 
Richelieu  (fide  PB).  A Ross’s  Goose  at  Saint- 
Stanislas-de-Kostka  17  Dec  provided  a new 
Regional  record-late  date  (SR).  Cackling 
Geese  were  widely  reported  in  Dec;  one  lin- 
gered at  Saint-Mathias  until  10  Jan  (RB  et  al.) 
and  another  at  Laval  as  late  as  14  Jan,  provid- 
ing a new  record-late  date  for  the  Region 
(GLa,  EP).  Canada  Geese  were  ubiquitous  in 
s.  Quebec,  including  the  Gaspe  coast,  until 
mid-Jan;  probably  one  of  the  most  notable 
sightings  was  a lone  bird  in  Mont-Tremblant 
Park  7 Jan  (L.  Cadieux).  A Mute  Swan  turned 
up  at  La  Malbaie  17-25  Jan  (S.  Tremblay).  At 
least  4 Wood  Ducks,  50  Gadwalls,  3 Green- 
winged Teal,  and  2 Ring-necked  Ducks  ap- 
pear to  have  successfully  wintered  in  s. 
Quebec  (fide  PB).  A male  Wood  Duck  at  Val 
d’Or  22  Jan  was  only  the  2nd  found  in  Abitibi 
in  winter  (A.  Lefebvre).  A flock  of  52  Harle- 
quin Ducks  at  Gascons  1 1 Feb  was  certainly 
noteworthy  (A.  Couture,  Y.  Cyr),  but  30  at 
Bergeronnes  18  Feb  was  a truly  exceptional 
number  for  that  location  (MD).  The  three 
scoter  species  were  reported  more  regularly 
this  winter  in  the  Gaspe  Pen.  (fide  PP),  while 
a Surf  Scoter  at  Bergeronnes  18  Feb  was  re- 
markable (MD).  Wild  Turkeys  now  seem  well 
established  n.  of  the  St.  Lawrence  R.  especial- 
ly in  the  Rigaud-Saint-Redempteur  area, 
where  56  were  counted  25-27  Feb  (P.  Taras- 
sof,  N.  Felx).  An  escaped  Lady  Amherst’s 
Pheasant  strutted  around  Bonaventure  for  a 
few  weeks  from  10  Feb-i-  before  it  was  cap- 
tured (E  Leblanc). 

Late  Horned  Grebes  included  singles  at 
Saint-Fabien-sur-Mer  6 Jan  (G.  Gendron)  and 
at  Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan  13  Jan  (C. 
Leblanc).  Ten  Red-necked  Grebes  at  Gascon 
10  Jan  were  noteworthy  (D.  Lavoie,  JRL), 
while  one  at  Old  Harry  6 Jan  was  apparently 
the  hrst  in  winter  for  the  Magdalen  Is.  (C.  & 
J.  Roy).  One  of  the  most  curious  sightings  of 
the  winter  was  a Northern  Fulmar  flying  over 


a highway  at  Saint-Pierre-Montmagny  27  Dec 
(C.  Auchu,  C.  Girard).  The  observers  kept 
track  of  the  bird  from  their  car  and  could  even 
record  its  speed  as  70  kph.  Rare  in  midwinter, 
single  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  locat- 
ed at  Old  Harry  4 Feb  (JC.  Richard)  and  at 
Carleton  10  Feb  (CL).  Great  Blue  Herons 
were  still  widely  reported  in  Jan,  but  one  at 
Val-des-Monts  5 Feb  appeared  to  be  the  latest 
(fide  C.  Lewis). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  OWLS 

Single  Turkey  Vultures  at  Disraeli  7 Jan  (D. 
McCutcheon,  R.  Jacques),  Roxton  Ponds  9 
Jan  (M.  Gauthier),  and  Saint-Gabriel-de- 
Brandon  10  Jan  (R.  Prevost)  were  late.  Bald 
Eagles  were  numerous  almost  everywhere  in 
s.  Quebec,  including  in  the  Gaspe  Pen.  Late 
or  likely  wintering  Northern  Harriers  includ- 
ed singles  at  Saint-Basile  1 Feb  (RB),  Ya- 
machiche  11  Feb  (S.  Houle,  J.  Bouvette),  and 
Saint-Clet  20  Feb  (W.  Grubert).  Single  Coop- 
er’s Hawks  were  e.  of  their  winter  range  at  Pa- 
bos  23  Jan  (PP,  G.  Roy)  and  at  Amqui  late 
Dec-mid-Feb  (R.  Lang).  No  fewer  than  5 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  detected  in  Feb, 
including  3 at  Laval  10  Feb+  (LS,  P Simard, 
GLa,  J.  Begin);  these  birds  appear  to  have 
been  very  early  migrants.  A calurus  Red-tailed 
Hawk  showed  up  at  Gatineau  for  the  3rd  con- 
secutive winter  (A.  Cloutier  et  al.).  Rough- 
legged Hawks  were  found  wintering  in  good 
numbers  as  far  n.  as  in  the  L.  Saint-Jean  area 
and  in  the  Abitibi  region,  where  up  to  14 
where  tallied  n.  of  L.  Abitibi  in  Jan  (fide  LI). 
An  American  Kestrel  at  Saint-Narcisse  24  Dec 
was  the  latest  ever  for  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence 
region  (R.  Belanger). 

A record-late  Virginia  Rail  amazed  birders 
at  Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre  20-21  Jan  (E  Shaf- 
fer, C.  Maurice).  Several  American  Coots  lin- 
gered until  mid-Jan,  including  one  at  Saint- 
Mathias  13  Jan,  one  at  lie  aux  Fermiers  14 
Jan,  and  4 at  Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague  14  Jan 
(PB).  Three  Sandhill  Cranes  present  since  last 
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summer  continued  at  Dundee  as  late  as  25 
Dec,  providing  a new  Regional  record-late 
date  (AQ,  ES,  AL).  Totally  unexpected  was  a 
Dunlin  spotted  at  Saint-lrenee  1 1 Feb  (A. 
Cote).  A Wilsons  Snipe  at  Saint-Ulric  17  Feb 
was  at  a new  winter  location  (S.  Mercier). 
Considering  the  scarcity  of  Dovekies  this  win- 
ter, a bird  at  Saint-Simeon  19  Feb  was  quite 
unexpected,  especially  so  far  upriver  (MD).  A 
Thick-billed  Murre  visited  Perce  3 Dec  (JRF  et 
al.),  while  a Razorbill  at  Beauharnois  5 Dec 
was  out  of  range  (MD).  A Eurasian  Collarcd- 
Dove  was  an  everyday  visitor  to  a feeder  at 
Gallichan  (Abitibi)  early  Dec+,  establishing 
our  2nd  Regional  record  (S.  Rivard,  vt.,  v.r.). 
The  bird  appeared  very  wary  and  showed  no 
sign  of  having  been  kept  in  captivity.  The 
three  irruptive  n.  owls  were  very  scarce  s.  of 
their  breeding  range.  Short-eared  Owls  were 
present  locally  in  small  numbers  across  sw. 
Quebec,  and  2 even  successfully  wintered  at 
Pointe  de  Chambord,  a first  for  the  Scigiicnay- 
Lac-St-jean  region  (R.  Bouchard,  ].  Rousseau, 
F.  Chiricota  et  al  ). 

KINGFISHER  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

Belted  Kinghshers  surviving  deep  into  winter 
were  spotted  at  Grand-Calumet  1.  (fule  DT), 
Fac-des-Ecorces  (G.  Normandin),  and  Riv- 
iere-Bleue,  Tcmiscouata  29  Jan  (M.  Beaulieu). 
The  female  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  found  in 
Nov  at  Sainte-Hedwidge  remained  there 
throughout  the  winter  period,  while  a male 
was  in  nearby  Mashteuiatsh  f-28  Feb+  (H. 
Vollant  et  al.);  another  female  wintered  at  Ca- 
plan,  Gaspesie  (C.  Saint-Denis).  Surely  a 
product  of  last  summer’s  successful  nesting 
for  the  Chateauguay  Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
pair,  up  to  4 birds  were  counted  27  Dec  (ES, 
AT).  Of  note  were  single  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  at  Hudson  30  Dec  (J.  Reeves), 
Thivierge  2 Jan  (CF),  and  lie  Sainte-Helene 
(Montreal)  12  Dec-25  Jan  (PB,  m.  ob.,  ph.), 
the  latter  2 furnishing  only  the  4th  and  5th 
Jan  records  for  the  Region.  Result  of  a good 
fall  flight,  both  American  Three-toed  and 
Black-backed  Woodpeckers  were  found  with 
relative  ease  across  s.  Quebec,  more  often 
than  not  peeling  away  bark  from  beetle  lar- 
vae-infested  Larix  spp.  While  fairly  common 
in  winter  in  s.  Quebec,  3 Horned  Farks  at  Pal- 
marolle  21  Jan  represented  only  the  2nd  win- 
ter record  for  Abitibi  (FI). 

Carolina  Wrens  were  reported  in  average 
numbers  by  twenty-first-century  standards, 
one  of  which  was  as  far  e.  as  Saint-Jean-Port- 
Joli  29  Jan-3  Feb  (M.  Deschene).  Rarely  liv- 
ing up  to  their  name  in  Quebec,  hardy  Winter 
Wrens  were  reported  at  Ruisseau  Robitaille  3 
Jan  (P.  D’ Amours),  a first  in  winter  for 


Gaspesie',  at  Cap  Tourmente  22  Jan-11  Feb  (S. 
Cloutier,  m.ob.),  where  the  species  is  now  an- 
nual in  winter;  and  at  Chateauguay  28  Jan+ 
0-  Laplante).  Surely  aided  by  the  warm 
weather  into  early  Jan,  late  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets  were  spotted  singly  at  Faval  4 Jan 
(GFa,  EP),  ile  Sainte-Helene  (Montreal)  16 
Dec-25  Jan  (PB  et  al.),  and  most  remarkably 
at  Haldimand  (Gaspe)  4 Feb  (0.  Deruelle,  G. 
Gelinas).  Five  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  at 
Saint-Timothee  27  Dec  (ES,  AT);  up  to  4 blue- 
birds at  Baie-Saint-Paul  10-21  Jan  (M. 
Guilleniette,  F.  Prudhomme,  m.ob.)  provided 


This  female  Bullock's  Oriole,  a rare  species  in  Quebec,  at- 
tended a feeder  at  Saint-Franpis-de-la-Riviere-du-Sud 
9 December  2006  (here)  through  13  January  2007. 
Photograph  by  Mario  Lavoie. 

a surprising  first  Jan  record  for  Charlevoix.  A 
very  late  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  Beauport  8 
Dec  (GFo,  J.  Bernier),  but  its  tougher  relative. 
Hermit  Thrush,  was  not  to  be  outdone,  with 
at  least  8 birds  reported  into  Jan.  Gray  Cat- 
birds were  reported  in  the  Region  for  a 3rd 
straight  winter,  with  birds  at  Rock  Forest  10 
Dec  (R.  Cote,  fide  B.  Turgeon),  Faval  4 Jan 
(GLa,  EP),  and  Sainte-Foy  18  Jan  (P.  Savard). 
A Brown  Thrasher  wintered  at  Quebec  City 
(T.  & G.  Clermont-Drolet),  while  one  re- 
mained at  Saint-Benolt-Fabre  through  28  Jan 
(G.  Martel).  Typically  locally  common  even  in 
the  worst  of  years,  Bohemian  Waxwings  were 
virtually  absent  throughout  the  Region  this 
winter,  with  only  a few  scattered  reports  de- 
spite the  bumper  crop  of  Mountain  Ash 
berries. 

Yellow-rumped  Warblers  were  reported  far 
more  often  than  usual  beyond  the  relative 
“mildness”  of  Dec,  with  birds  at  Laval  5 
Dec-3  Jan  (GLa,  A.  Rizi),  Lachine  15  Jan-11 
Feb  (S.  Pelletier),  Rosebridge  5 Jan+  Q-  Dion, 
S.  Dumaresq,  m.ob.),  Sainte-Marthe-sur-le- 
Lac  23  Jan  0^0.  and  throughout  the  period 


at  Sept-iles  (B.  Duchesne,  C.  Couture  et  al.) 
and  Pointe-du-Lac  Qk  Vallee,  fide  JG).  The 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at  He  Sainte- 
Hdene  (Montreal)  endured  the  cold  to  a 
record  date  of  16  Jan  (PB).  Winter  Pine  War- 
blers were  once  again  restricted  to  the  Gaspe 
Pen.,  with  singles  at  Saint-Anne-des-Monts 
through  15  Dec  (S.  Tremblay),  Barachois  16 
Dec  OW,  DC)  and  2 at  Gaspe  7 Dec-21  Jan, 
although  only  one  persisted  past  Christmas 
(D.  Gagne,  m.ob.).  Late  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  at  Pointe  des  Prairies  Park, 
Montreal  3 Dec  (DO,  DD)  and  Saint-Eustache 
1 1 Dec  Q.  Coutu,  S.  Vanier).  A Wilson’s  War- 
bler at  Yamachiche  Pt.  9 Dec  was  surprising 
(MBo). 

TOWHEES  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  was  a serendipitous 
find  during  a Montreal  C.B.C.  at  a Riviere- 
des-Prairies  feeder  17  Dec-3  Mar  (ES,  S. 
Robert  et  al.,  ph.).  This  represents  only  the 
2nd  Regional  record,  the  first  dating  back  to 
Oct  1957.  Up  to  9 Chipping  Sparrows  were 
reported,  including  successful  overwintering 
at  Gaspe,  where  4 birds  were  present  (P. 
Belanger,  m.ob.),  Saraguay  Wood,  Montreal 
(DD,  DO),  and  Yamacbiche  (MBo,  Jidc  JG).  A 
Field  Sparrow  was  at  Fes  Cedres  30  Dec  (C. 
Geraghty,  B.  McDuff),  while  another  at 
Saraguay  Wood,  Montreal  28  Jan-r  was  con- 
firmed to  have  survived  through  winter  (DD, 
DO).  The  Lark  Sparrow  at  I'Anse-au-Griffon 
present  since  24  Oct  was  last  reported  16  Jan, 
a new  record-late  date  Q-  Lacasse,  fide  D.  Jal- 
bert).  Two  Fox  Sparrows  were  reported  past 
Dec;  at  Penouille  18  Jan  (C.  Dufort)  and  Bois- 
chatel  8 Feb  (MR),  Excluding  the  not-so-rare 
Song  Sparrow,  noteworthy  Melospiza  spar- 
rows were  represented  by  a Lincoln’s  at 
Neuville  10  Dec  (M.  Darveau)  and  a Swamp 
at  Hudson  3 Feb  QCC).  Abitibi  hosted  2 Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  this  winter:  a hatch-year  bird  at 
Preissac  9-12  Dec  (N.  Blanchette,  ph.)  and  an 
ad.  at  Obaska  18-20  Feb  (C.  Bedard,  F Martel 
et  al,  ph.).  White-crowned  Sparrows  showing 
features  inconsistent  with  typical  leucophrys 
were  noted  at  Saint-Jerome  through  5 Feb  (S. 
Auger,  ph.)  and  Levis  until  19  Jan  (S.  Begin, 
L.  Plante).  A male  Dark-eyed  Junco  of  the 
rarely  recorded  oreganus  subspecies  group 
was  at  Rawdon  26  Jan+  (L.  Poulin,  ph.). 

A late  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at  Saint- 
Leon-de-Standon  5-14  Dec  (C.  Rochefort,  G. 
Morissette,  ph.).  Wayward  Eastern  Mead- 
owlarks were  reported  from  Jonquiere  9 Dec 
(M.  Tremblay,  D.  Gervais  et  al,  ph.)  and  Per- 
ce 1-3  Jan  (DC,  JW).  A few  male  Yellow-head- 
ed Blackbirds  were  detected  among  roaming 
cowbird  flocks  in  Monteregie,  starting  with  2 
at  Saint-Timothee  2 Dec  (AQ),  one  of  which 
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remained  in  the  vicinity  until  late  Jan;  anoth- 
er was  at  Howick  3 Feb  0-  LS);  and  fi- 
nally ^one  was  at  Sainte-Julie  from  mid-Feb 
into  Mar  (G.  Veilleux,  ph.,  m.ob.).  A few 
Rusty  Blackbirds  were  seen  into  Feb,  but  size- 
able flocks  of  14  at  Lachenaie  17  Dec  on  the 
Longueuil  C.B.C.  and  40  at  Saint-Andre-Est 
15  Dec  (LS,  E.  Normandeau)  were  unusual.  A 
well-studied  female  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  at 
Saint-Frangois-de-Ia-Riviere-du-Sud  9 
Dec-13  Jan,  only  a 3rd  documented  record 
for  the  province  (M.  Lavoie,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Five 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  reported  in  Dec,  one 
of  them  making  it  to  17  Jan  at  Chandler  (R. 
Garrett,  m.ob.).  White-winged  Crossbills  re- 
mained abundant  throughout  the  boreal  and 
mixed  forests;  ads.  gathering  nest  material 
were  reported  in  Feb,  and  a male  was  seen 
feeding  2 juvs.  as  early  as  9 Feb  in  the 
Gaspesie  Park  (R.  Guillet). 


Addenda:  Two  Trumpeter  Swans  were  pho- 
tographed at  L.  Duparquet  (Abitibi)  8-15  Oct 
2006,  furnishing  the  8th  Regional  record 
since  1990  Q-  Lecours,  fide  D.  Lepage).  A 
White-winged  Dove  accompanying  Mourn- 
ing Doves  made  a brief  pause  at  a Saint-Anne- 
de-Beaupre  feeder  17  Nov  2006  (C.  Tremblay, 
M.  Lagace,  fide  GLo). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): R Bannon  (Montreal),  R.  Belhumeur, 
M.  Berlinguette  (Haute-Yamaska),  M.  Bour- 
rassa,  D.  Cahill,  JC.  Charbonneau,  D.  De- 
mers, M.  Dennis,  R.  Fortin  (Lov/er-St. 
Lawrence),  DG.  Gaudet  (Magdalen  Is.),  J. 
Gelinas,  L.  Imbeau  (Abitibi),  A.  Lacasse,  G. 
Lachaine,  J.  Lachance  (Quebec  City),  C. 
Lamarre,JR.  Lepage,  G.  Lord,  D.  Ouellette,  P. 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  E.  Presseau,  A.  Quen- 
neville,  M.  Raymond,  S.  Rioux,  Y.  Rochepault 


(North  Shore),  R.  Saint-Laurent  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  E.  Samson,  G.  Savard  (Saguenay- 
Lac-Saint-Jean),  L.  Simard,  D.  Toussaint 
(Outaouais),  J.Wiseman.  ^ 
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New  England  | 


Pamela  Hunt 


The  New  England  weather  once  again 
lived  up  to  the  old  Yankee  adage:  if  you 
don’t  like  it,  wait  a minute.  Or  in  this 
case  a few  weeks.  The  season  started  out  ex- 
ceptionally warm,  with  record  temperatures 
through  early  January.  In  fact,  December  as  a 
whole  was  the  first  or  second  warmest  on 
record  in  all  states  except  Maine.  The  south- 
ern portion  of  the  Region  pushed  the  70-de- 
gree mark  on  6 January,  only  to  plunge  into 
typical  colder  temperatures  a week  later,  but 
the  month  as  a whole  still  averaged  in  the 
warmest  20%.  February  picked  up  where  Jan- 
uary ended  and  actually  averaged  among  the 
coldest  25%  on  record.  December  was  dry,  es- 


pecially in  the  south,  and  the  lack  of  snow 
was  again  cause  for  concern.  January  was 
about  normal  in  terms  of  precipitation,  al- 
though snow  was  still  scarce.  In  February,  two 
major  snowstorms  finally  coated  the  ground 
in  our  accustomed  winter  color.  Taken  as  a 
whole,  the  season  was  in  the  top  20%  in 
warmth  and  bottom  20%  in  precipitation. 

As  for  avian  phenomena,  there  was  no  re- 
peat of  last  winter’s  profusion  of  half-hardies, 
and  given  the  exceptional  warm  early  in  the 
season,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  all  the 
catbirds  and  thrushes  in  2005-2006  were  not 
lured  to  linger  by  the  New  England  climate. 
Otherwise  wouldn’t  they  have  been  even 
more  common  this  year?  Granted,  this  is  an 
oversimplification,  but  the  point  is  that  while 
temperature  may  allow  birds  to  survive,  it  is 
rarely  likely  to  put  them  here  in  the  first 
place.  The  exception  may  be  when  birds  feel 
the  urge  to  reproduce.  This  season  there  were 
two  breeding  records.  One  was  nest-building 
behavior  by  White-winged  Crossbills  in 
Maine  and  Vermont,  an  activity  that  has  nev- 
er been  tied  to  temperature  and  is  not  unex- 
pected in  midwinter.  In  contrast,  a female 
Ruffed  Grouse  with  downy  young  in  Decem- 
ber— which  survived  into  early  February — is 
perhaps  more  indicative  of  what  is  possible 
when  winter  gets  put  on  hold.  One  wonders 
how  many  grouse  try  to  pull  off  a clutch  in 
the  wake  of  the  brief  fall  drumming  season 
but  normally  fail  once  December’s  icy  grip 
sets  in. 


Winter  2005-2006  showed  few  if  any  broad 
patterns  in  bird  distribution.  Except  for 
White-winged  Crossbills  (which  stayed  up 
north),  there  was  no  movement  of  winter 
finches  or  Bohemian  Waxwings.  In  terms  of 
rarities.  New  Hampshire  hosted  its  second 
Eared  Grebe  and  second  and  third  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls.  Connecticut  had  its  first  Lazuli 
Bunting  and  the  Region’s  first  winter  Cave 
Swallow.  Among  the  usual  plethora  of  sur- 
prises in  Massachusetts  were  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  and  third  state  record  of  Bell’s 
Vireo.  A Sooty  Shearwater  off  Cape  Cod  in 
early  January  is  also  worthy  of  note.  Geese 
made  the  news  in  Rhode  Island,  with  a single 
site  hosting  both  Pink-footed  and  Barnacle, 
among  more  mundane  fare.  Maine  had  the 
honor  of  hosting  three  Western  Tanagers  in 
December. 

Abbreviations/locations:  Eastham  (Barnsta- 
ble, MA),  Gloucester  (Essex,  MA),  M.V. 
(Martha’s  Vineyard,  Dukes,  MA),  PI.  (Plum  Is- 
land, Essex,  MA),  Ptown  (Provincetown, 
Barnstable,  MA),  Rockport  (Essex,  MA),  Rye 
(Rockingham,  NH). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

It  was  the  “Winter  of  the  Goose”  in  Rhode  Is- 
land in  2006-2007,  with  seven  species  report- 
ed on  Aquidneck  I.,  Newport  Jan-Feb.  Maxi- 
ma during  this  period  were  as  follows:  2500 
Canada  Geese  (including  6 apparent  Giant 
Canada  Geese),  4 Greater  White-fronted 
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Among  the  multitude  of  geese  that  frequented  the  Newport,  Rhode  Island  area  during  January  and  February  2007  were  two 
Pink-footed  Geese  (one  at  left).  These  birds  were  in  the  area  from  6 January-19  February  (here  9 January),  along  with  a Bar- 
nacle Goose,  four  Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  and  six  Cackling  Geese.  Photograph  by  Richard  Johnson. 


Geese,  2 Pink-footed  Geese,  a Barnacle 
Goose,  6 Cackling  Geese,  7 Snow  Geese  and 
50  Brant.  The  Pink-footed  Geese  were  first 
found  6 Jan  (R.  Weaver)  and  frequented  the 
area  through  19  Feb  (ph.,  m.ob.).  The  final 
sighting  was  from  farther  n.  in  the  state  at 
Richmond,  Providence  28  Feb.  The  Barnacle 
Goose  was  present  13  Jan-28  Feb  (ph.  DF, 
m.ob.). 

Connecticut  also  hosted  a Barnaele  Goose, 
at  Newtown,  Faiifield  through  the  period  (ph,, 
m.ob),  plus  a probable  first  state  record  Ross’s 
Goose  at  both  West  Haven  11  Dec  and  West- 
port,  Fairfield  16-29  Dec.  The  Nutmeg  State 
also  had  9 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  and  at 
least  5 Cackling  Geese.  Other  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  included  at  least  a dozen  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, one  in  far  n.  Maine  at  Caribou 
(Aroostook)  1 Dec,  and  a cross-border  wander- 
er at  Fryberg,  Oxford.  ME  and  Chatham,  Car- 
toll,  NH  6-9  Dec.  It’s  hard  to  compare  totals  of 
Cackling  Geese  for  the  Region,  as  birders  were 
not  paying  as  much  attention  to  them  prior  to 
the  split,  but  along  with  the  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island  birds,  there  were  an  additional  5 
reported  in  Massachusetts  and  2 in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Perhaps  an  indication  of  the  continued 
mild  weather  into  Dec  was  the  seasonally  high 
total  of  10,000  Snow  Geese  from  Burlington, 
Chitteiulen,  VT  8 Dec. 

Northern  Shoveler  numbers  were  similar  to 
last  winter’s  and  included  at  least  28  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 14  in  Rhode  Island,  10  in  Con- 
necticut, and  one  on  the  Connecticut  R.  in 
Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH  31  Jan.  A male  Tufted 
Duck  appeared  on  n.  L.  Champlain  for  a 2nd 
consecutive  winter  at  South  Hero,  Grand  Isle 
23  Feb  (TM,  AS).  A count  of  1000  Common 
Eiders  at  Mystic,  New  London,  CT  1 Jan  was 


well  above  the  normal  tallies  for  Connecticut 
(C.  Taylor).  Counts  of  Harlequin  Ducks  from 
the  species'  traditional  spots  were  roughly 
normal,  but  less  expected  were  4 singles  at  in- 
land locations:  a male  along  the  Kennebec  R. 
in  Waterville,  Kennebec,  ME  that  lingered 
from  the  fall  through  at  least  10  Jan  (Don 
Mairs,  m.ob.);  a female  at  Barkhamsted  Res., 
Litchfield  10  Dec  (R  Carrier),  only  the  3rd  in- 


land record  for  Cpnnecticut;  and  2 at  L. 
Champlain  at  Shelburne,  Addison,  VT  18-27 
Jan  (m.ob.). 

In  many  ways  the  most  remarkable  avian 
event  of  the  season  was  not  a vagrant  goose  or 
high  count  of  irruptives  but  a Ruffed  Grouse 
with  3 downy  young  in  Danby,  Rutlarrd,  VT  31 
Dec  (N.  Brown).  The  chicks  survived  at  least 
five  weeks  from  the  original  sighting  and  were 
seen  again  with  their  parent  on  20  Jan  and  3 
Feb.  Pacific  Loons  were  reported  from  the 


now  traditional  localities  of  Portland  and 
Ogunquit,  York,  ME  and  Ptown,  MA.  New 
Hampshire’s  2nd-ever  Eared  Grebe  frequent- 
ed the  coast  at  Rye  1 Dec-4  Eeb,  only  to  dis- 
appear until  seen  slightly  farther  n.  28  Eeb 
(ph.,  m.ob.).  E.  Gloucester’s  Eared  Grebe  re- 
turned for  a 12th  year,  officially  tying  the 
longevity  record  for  the  species  reported  in 
The  Birds  of  North  America.  Western  Grebes 
made  brief  appearances  at  Old  Lyme,  New 
London,  CT  31  Dec-1  Jan  and  El.  6 Jan. 

One  wonders  what  climatic  or  food-related 
factors  are  resulting  in  the  increasing  num- 
bers of  winter  shearwaters  in  the  Region.  This 
season  there  were  8 Greater  Shearwaters  at 
Eastham  2 Dec,  along  with  2 unidentified 
large  shearwaters  (BN);  others  were  at  Ptown 
3 Dec  (BN)  and  off  Portland  16  Dec.  Par  more 
remarkable  was  a Sooty  Shearwater  at  East- 
ham  2 Jan  (BN),  one  of  a small  but  recently 
increasing  number  of  mid-winter  records  for 
the  w.  North  Atlantic.  Pelicans  return  to  the 
winter  summary  with  two  reports  of  Ameri- 
can White  Pelican:  one  at  Rl.  10  Dec  (P. 
Roberts)  and  perhaps  the  same  individual 
over  S.  Kingston,  Washirrgton,  Rl  3 Jan  (P. 
Capobianco). 

The  exceptionally  mild  early  winter  was  al- 
most certainly  a factor  behind  the  large  num- 
ber of  lingering  herons  (other  than  Great 
Blue)  in  the  Region.  Although  Great  Egrets 
have  become  fairly  regular  in 
early  winter  along  Long  Island 
Sound,  this  winter  saw  the 
species  lingering  both  longer 
and  farther  n.  than  usual.  Pour 
were  present  in  Massachusetts 
in  early  Dec,  one  of  which  was 
still  on  Cape  Cod  14  Jan.  More 
remarkable  was  a bird  inland  at 
Worcester,  Worcester,  MA  7 
Jan.  Late  records  were  from 
Hamden,  New  Haven,  CT  30 
Jan  and  Eastham,  MA  1 Eeb.  A 
Snowy  Egret  was  in  Gloucester 
through  15  Jan  (m.ob.),  and 
another  stayed  until  19  Jan  in 
Stratford,  Fairfield,  CT  (C. 
Barnard).  Not  staying  quite  as 
long  was  an  imm.  Little  Blue 
Heron  in  Millbury,  Worcester,  MA  12-26  Dec 
(R.  Johnson),  but  its  inland  location  was  most 
unexpected.  A Green  Heron  in  Lincoln,  Prov- 
idence, Rl  28  Jan  (ph.  DP)  was  only  the  2nd 
Jan  record  for  the  Ocean  State.  Despite  the 
shift  to  strangely  normal  temperatures  in 
midwinter.  Black  Vultures  managed  to  hang 
on  throughout  the  winter  in  Massachusetts, 
including  individuals  on  M.V  in  both  late  Dec 
and  late  Feb.  As  for  Turkey  Vultures,  the  n. 
edge  of  the  wintering  population  in  the 


A popular  species  in  captivity.  Red-crested  Pochard  often  turns  up  in  the  East 
with  feral  Mallards,  as  here  in  a backyard  in  Falmouth,  Maine  21  December  2006. 

Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 
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This  returning  Eared  Grebe  spent  its  twelfth  winter  at  Niles 
Beach,  Gloucester,  Massachusetts  (here  18  February  2007). 

Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


Northeast  can  now  be  safely  said  to  include 
coastal  New  Hampshire,  as  evidenced  by  a 
roost  in  Newmarket,  Rockingham  that  persist- 
ed throughout  the  winter.  Persistent  reports 
from  Jan  and  Feb  suggest  that  the  species 
wintered  in  s.  Maine  as  well.  The  Region’s 
northernmost  Black  Vulture  was  over 
Amherst,  Hillsborough,  NH  4 Dec  (T.  Young). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Despite  the  mild  weather  into  Jan,  all  the  Os- 
prey reports  were  from  Dec,  totaling  4 in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  2 in  Maine.  There  was  an  ex- 
ception: a bird  in  Portland  10  Feb,  which  giv- 
en the  cold  snap  during  that  period  is  all  the 
more  remarkable.  Rough-legged  Hawks 
seemed  more  common  than  usual  in  some 
parts  of  the  Region.  Four  frequented  the  s. 
Connecticut  R.  valley  of  New  Hampshire  in 
mid-Feb,  and  elsewhere  in  the  Granite  State 
one  to  2 were  reported  from  both  the  Merri- 
mack Valley  and  Seacoast.  These  birds  may 
have  been  part  of  a late-season  influx  from 
farther  n.,  as  Maine  noted  a con- 
centration in  early  Feb  and  most 
of  Connecticut’s  records  were 
from  a “flurry  at  the  end”  (GH). 

The  only  other  raptor  of  note 
was  a possible  Gyrfalcon  from 
Dover,  Strafford,  NH  13  Feb,  al- 
beit without  details. 

An  amazing  4 Yellow  Rails 
showed  up  in  the  Region  this 
season.  The  first  was  a bird  pho- 
tographed in  Scituate,  Plymouth, 

MA  1 Dec  (D.  Ludlow).  It  was 
followed  by  Connecticut’s  first 
winter  record  from  Stonington, 

New  London  17  Dec  (E  Rusch,  J. 

Restivo).  And  finally,  2 were 
found  on  the  Nantucket  C.B.C. 

29  Dec  (RV,  m.ob.).  Nantucket 
also  hosted,  as  is  fairly  typical  in 
recent  years,  a Common  Moorhen  at  roughly 
the  same  time,  while  another  was  at  Narra- 
gansett,  Washington,  R1  18-23  Dec.  The  only 


Sandhill  Cranes  this  season  were  in  Connecti- 
cut and  s.  Maine.  For  a winter  with  such  an 
extended  warm  spell,  it  was  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  relatively  few  shorebirds  lingered 
far  into  the  season.  Among  the  exceptions 
was  Rhode  Island’s  first  Jan  Semipalmated 
Plover  at  Narragansett  2-7  Jan.  Farther  w.,  a 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  stayed  through  19  Jan  at 
Stratford,  CT  (C.  Barnard).  Six  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  made  a one-day  appearance  at  the 
latter  location  16  Jan.  Far  to  the  n.,  an  ex- 
tremely out-of-place  Dunlin  at  Hinesburg,  Ad- 
dison, VT  30  Dec  was  not  even  along  the 
shoreline  of  L.  Champlain.  Two  American 
Woodcocks  were  displaying  well  away  from 
the  coast  in  nw.  Connecticut  on  the  early  date 
of  4 Jan  (fide  GH). 

Pomarine  Jaegers  appeared  in  numbers  af- 
ter their  relative  absence  in  2005-2006.  The 
high  count  of  32  came  from  Eastham  27  Dec 
(BN),  which  location  also  hosted  the  season’s 
latest  16  Jan.  Throughout  Dec  and  early  Jan, 
up  to  4 were  reported  from  other  coastal  loca- 
tions in  Massachusetts.  The  only  other  jaeger 
was  a Parasitic  reported  from  Phillipsburg, 
Sagadahoc,  ME  11  Dec,  although  no  details  ac- 
companied the  sighting.  A Thayer’s  Gull  from 
Ptown  21-29  Dec  (ph.  T.  Johnson,  m.ob.) 
awaits  evaluation  by  the  Massachusetts  Avian 
Records  Committee.  But  the  gulls  of  the  sea- 
son were  the  2 Slaty-backed  Gulls  (an  ad.  and 
third-cycle  bird)  that  visited  the  Rochester 
W.T.P.,  Strafford,  NH  2-18  Jan  (ph.  MH,  SM, 
JT,  m.ob.).  This  is  the  same  location  that  host- 
ed the  first  state  record  two  winters  ago. 

Although  the  days  of  massive  Dovekie 
wrecks  appear  to  be  long  gone,  there  was  a 
slight  influx  of  this  littlest  Atlantic  alcid  in  ear- 


ly winter.  Higher-than-usual  numbers  were  re- 
ported in  s.  Maine  starting  in  early  Dec  (fide 
JD,  WT),  and  there  were  multiple  reports  from 


coastal  Massachusetts  in  the  2nd  half  of  that 
month.  Numbers  had  dwindled  somewhat  by 
early  Jan,  by  which  point  3 were  found  in 
Rhode  Island.  Two  of  the  latter  were  found 
grounded  well  away  from  the  immediate  coast, 
as  was  the  season’s  last  report  from  Salisbury, 


Rare  in  the  Rhode  Island  in  winter,  this  Green  Heron  in  Lin- 
coln furnished  only  the  second  winter  record  for  the  state 
(here  28  January  2007).  Photograph  by  Susan  Talbot. 

Essex,  MA  27  Feb.  Common  Murres  have  been 
outnumbering  Thick-billeds  in  recent  winters, 
but  a count  of  233  from  Rockport  15  Jan  (RH) 
is  among  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the  Bay 
State.  In  comparison,  there  were  only  289  Ra- 
zorbills that  same  day,  with  an  additional  108 
unidentified  large  alcids.  High  counts  of  Ra- 
zorbills throughout  the  season  at  traditional 
seawatching  spots  like  Rockport  and  Ptown 
tended  to  range  between  1000  and  1500 
birds — if  one  assumes  that  most  unidentified 
large  alcids  were  this  species. 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WRENS 

A White-winged  Dove  at  a feed- 
er in  Branford,  New  Haven,  CT 
20  Feb-Mar  (ph.  D.  Lorello) 
showed  foot  and  bill  damage  in- 
dicative of  a possible  captive 
provenance.  Up  to  6 Snowy 
Owls  were  at  Boston’s  Logan 
Airport  this  winter  (N.  Smith),  a 
rather  low  number,  and  given 
our  increasing  knowledge  about 
within-winter  movements  of 
this  species,  many  other  reports 
from  RI.  to  Cape  Cod  may  rep- 
resent the  same  pool  of  individ- 
uals. Four  more  Snowies  visited 
cen.  and  n.  Maine.  While  Long- 
eared Owls  are  fairly  regular  in 
the  s.  portion  of  the  Region,  they  are  scarce  in 
the  n.  states;  one  in  Pittsburg,  Coos,  NH  19 
Dec  (PB)  was  worthy  of  note. 


Only  the  second  ever  documented  in  the  state,  this  Eared  Grebe  wintered  off  the  coast  in  Rye, 
New  Hampshire  1 December  2006  through  4 February  2007  (here  2 December).  Photograph  by 
Stephen  Mirick. 
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New  Hampshire's  (and  New  England's!)  second  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  an  adult  at  the  Rochester  wastewater  treatment  plant  2 
January  2007  (left;  here  1 0 January).  This  adult  was  joined  briefly  by  a third-cycle  individual  (right;  here  18  January)  before 
both  disappeared  after  1 8 January.  Photographs  by  Mike  Harvey. 


Hummingbirds  continue  to  amaze.  A first 
state  record  Calliope  Hummingbird  was  in 
New  Haven,  New  Haven,  CT  2-7  Dec  (ph.  D. 
Sosensky,  m.ob.);  concurrently,  Massachu- 
setts’s 2nd  record  of  this  species  continued 
from  the  fall  through  26  Jan  at  S.  Dartmouth, 
Bristol  (ph.  G.  Dennis,  m.oh.).  After  a good 
fall  flight,  3 Rufous  Humminghirds  were  in 
Connecticut,  with  the  latest  staying  through 
16  Jan  at  Somers,  Tolland  (m.oh.),  while  Mas- 
sachusetts hosted  2,  including  one  in 
Cataumet,  Barnstable  for  the  entire  season. 
Unidentified  hummers  include  a Selasphorus 
in  Rhode  Island  through  26  Jan  and  an 
Archilochus  (Ruby-throated  or  Black-chinned) 
in  Plymouth,  Plymouth,  MA  16-31  Dec  (ph. 
D.  Baptista).  To  the  far  n.,  where  hummers 
fear  to  tread  (at  least  in  winter),  American 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  were  in  Stockholm, 
Aroostook,  ME  1 Dec  and  Moose  Bog,  Essex, 
VT  through  mid-Jan.  Red-bellied  Woodpeck- 
ers seem  to  have  slowed  their  recent  advance 
into  Maine  (fide  JD)  but  are  still  setting  C.B.C. 
records  in  s.  New  Hampshire  (fide  DD). 

Barely  making  it  into  the  season  was  a 
Least  Flycatcher  in  Cambridge,  Middlesex, 
MA  through  2 Dec  (R.  Stymeist),  providing 
the  2nd  latest  record  for  the  state.  Although 
widespread.  Eastern  Phoebes  did  not  show  up 
in  anything  resembling  the  numbers  from  last 
winter.  Reports  from  Massachusetts  were 
evenly  spread  through  the  season,  with  3-5  in 
each  month.  Elsewhere  in  s.  New  England, 
there  were  at  least  8 in  Rhode  Island,  with  one 
persisting  for  the  entire  season,  while  a bird  in 
Connecticut  lingered  until  27  Jan.  More  no- 
table were  2 phoebes  in  Vermont:  at  Grand 
Isle  17  Dec  (DH)  and  Brattleboro,  Windham  9 
Jan.  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  wide- 
spread (at  least  in  a Regional  context),  with 
four  records  in  Dec.  Northernmost  was  a bird 
in  Saco,  Cumberland,  ME  through  12  Dec  (ph. 
D.  Lovitch).  In  Massachusetts,  birds  were  at 
Annisquam,  Essex  9-19  Dec  (m.ob.)  and  E. 


Orleans,  Barnstable  19  Dec  (D.  Reynolds). 
Last  but  not  least  was  one  in  Stamford,  Fair- 
field,  CT  17-20  Dec  (ph.,  m.ob.).  Western 
Kingbirds  were  slightly  more  numerous,  with 
3 in  Massachusetts  (latest  24  Dec  at  Glouces- 
ter), one  in  Rhode  Island  (17-19  Dec  at  Nap- 
atree  Pt.,  Was/iington),  and  one  in  Connecti- 


cut (fide  GH). 

A cooperative  Bell’s  Vireo  in  Falmouth, 
Barnstable  through  16  Dec  (m.ob.)  provided 
Massachusetts  with  its  3rd  state  record.  Also 
lingering  into  the  early  part  of  the  season  was 
a White-eyed  Vireo  in  Rockport  through  5 
Dec  and  3 Blue-headed  Vireos  (2  in  Massa- 
chusetts, one  in  Connecticut).  Given  the  reg- 
ularity with  which  Cave  Swallows  have  been 
visiting  the  Region  in  fall,  it  was  only  a mat- 
ter of  time  before  the  species  was  recorded  in 
the  winter  period;  single  birds  in  New  Haven, 
CT  2-3  Dec  (R.  Bell)  provided  the  state  and 
Region  with  a first  winter  record.  Like  so 
many  other  half-hardies.  House  Wrens  were 
in  lower  numbers  than  last  winter,  despite  the 


milder  conditions,  with  2 in  Massachusetts 
and  4 in  Rhode  Island.  Carolina  Wrens  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  s.  New  Hampshire,  with 
numbers  on  C.B.C.s  about  three  times  the 
1996-2005  average  (fide  DD). 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  seemed  somewhat 
more  common  than  usual  in  the  n.  portion  of 
the  Region,  where  2 lingered  into  mid-Dec  in 
Vermont  and  several  were  tallied  on  New 
Hampshire  Christmas  counts.  A total  of  24  on 
Rhode  Island’s  Newport-Westport  C.B.C.  16 
Dec  was  the  2nd  highest  on  record.  For  the 
2nd  year  in  a row.  Hermit  Thrushes  seemed 
noticeably  more  common  than  usual  in  the 
north.  Most  definitely  not  usual  by  any  meas- 
ure was  a Wood  Thrush  in  Wells,  York,  ME  21 
Jan  (DL),  observed  feeding  on  rose  hips  in  the 
same  bush  as  an  American  Tree  Sparrow.  An- 
other was  in  Rockport  28  Jan  (M.  Burns).  The 
star  of  last  winter’s  half-hardy  show.  Gray  Cat- 
bird, was  scarce  this  season:  Maine  managed  to 
turn  up  one  (compared  to  14  in  winter  2005- 
2006),  and  the  other  states  had 
either  none  or  single  individuals. 

In  last  winter’s  summary  I 
speculated  on  the  shifting  nature 
of  Bohemian  Waxwing  incur- 
sions into  New  England.  Num- 
bers in  2004-2005  were  unusu- 
ally high  for  an  “off-year,”  and 
2005-2006  had  perhaps  the  low- 
est counts  in  a decade.  If  the 
species  was  simply  re-setting  its 
biennial  clock,  2006-2007 
should  have  seen  an  increase. 
But  it  did  not,  and  in  fact  this 
winter’s  “invasion”  does  not  jus- 
tify the  term  at  all.  Even  in  the 
traditional  stronghold  of  Maine 
there  were  only  six  reports  of  no 
more  than  15  individuals,  most 
of  which  were  in  the  n.-cen.  por- 
tion of  the  state  late  Jan-mid- 
Feb.  None  were  reported  from  New  Hamp- 
shire at  all,  and  the  only  Vermont  records  ap- 
pear to  have  been  from  the  w.  part  of  the  state 
in  mid-Feb.  To  the  s.,  there  were  two  reports 
totaling  4 individuals  in  w.  Massachusetts 
during  the  same  time  frame. 

As  usual,  Massachusetts  hosted  a number 
of  warblers  lingering  into  early  Dec,  including 
a Nashville  in  Boston  through  the  12th,  a 
Northern  Parula  in  Gloucester  on  the  3rd, 
and  a Black-throated  Blue  in  Granby,  Hamp- 
shire through  the  19th.  Another  Black-throat- 
ed Blue  spent  Jan  and  Feb  in  Boxford,  Essex, 
MA  (ph.,  m.ob.).  Another  in  Windam,  Cum- 
berland, ME  through  23  Dec  furnished  only 
the  2nd  winter  record  for  the  Pine  Tree  State. 
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There  were  2 Cape  Warblers  this  season:  one 
in  Rye,  NH  1 Dec  (SM),  the  other  throughout 
Jan  at  Orleans,  Barnstable,  MA  QT).  Also  on 
Cape  Cod  was  an  Audubon’s  Warbler  at  East- 
ham  23  Dec-i-  (ph.,  m.ob.).  Numbers  of  Myr- 
tle Warblers  were  reported  as  lower 
than  usual  in  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Is- 
land. Two  w.  Dendroica  were  found 
by  Massachusetts  birders  this  win- 
ter: a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
on  Nantucket  4 Feb  (E.  Andrews) 
and  a Townsend’s  Warbler  at  a 
Cambridge  feeder  22  Jan-i-  (ph.  J. 

Orr,  m.ob.).  To  the  n.,  a Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  at  Waterville, 

ME  14  Dec-2  Jan  (ph.  D.  Mairs, 
m.ob.).  (It  is  worth  noting  that  an 
out-of-range  Black-backed  Wood- 
pecker was  at  the  opposite  side  of 
town  at  the  same  time,  providing 
Maine  birders  with  a rare  juxtaposi- 
tion.) A Prairie  Warbler  in  Middle- 
ton,  Newport,  RI  28  Dec  provided  one  of  few 
winter  records  for  the  Region.  Wilson’s  War- 
blers staged  a mini-invasion  of  sorts,  with  3 in 
e.  Massachusetts  3 Dec.  Another  found  at 
Stamford,  CT  14  Dec  remained  through  18 
Jan.  There  was  much  speculation  on  whether 
the  Connecticut  bird  was  of  a w.  subspecies, 
as  was  the  season’s  5 th  bird:  at  Nahant,  Essex, 
MA  3 Jan-14  Feb  (ph.,  m.ob.). 

TAMAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

A remarkable  3 Western  Tanagers  were  re- 
ported in  Maine  during  Dec:  on  Monhegan  1. 
on  the  4th,  at  Damariscotta,  Lincoln  on  the 
11th,  and  at  Rockport,  Knox  on  the  15th.  An- 
other was  at  E.  Haddam,  Middlesex,  CT  17-19 
Dec  (C.  Taylor,  E.  Hagen).  None  of  these 
birds  appear  to  have  lingered  after  Dec.  Like 
so  many  of  the  2005-2006  half-hardies.  East- 
ern Towhees  were  scarce.  However,  a bird  in 
Mapleton,  Aroostook,  ME  30-31  Dec  was  over 
160  km  n.  of  the  species’  breeding  range  in 
the  state.  This  is  perhaps  as  good  a piece  of 
evidence  as  any  that  many  of  these  “linger- 
ing” birds  are  actually  reverse  migrants  or 
otherwise  displaced  individuals.  In  other 
towhee  news  was  a bird  in  Falmoth,  Barnsta- 
ble, MA  10  Dec  that  appeared  to  be  an  East- 
ern Towhee  x Spotted  Towhee  hybrid  (RH  et 
al.).  The  bird  in  question  had  both  the  white 
primary  spot  of  an  Eastern  and  the  white 
scapular  spots  of  a Spotted,  along  with  an  un- 
marked black  back.  A few  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows regularly  occur  in  s.  New  England  in  the 
winter,  but  one  in  Concord,  Merrimack,  NH 
17  Dec  would  be  the  first  winter  record  for 
the  Granite  State  (PB).  Swamp  Sparrows  were 
also  more  common  than  usual  in  the  n.,  with 


an  unprecedented  three  Jan  reports  in  Maine 
(fide  JD),  plus  higher-than-usual  numbers  in 
coastal  New  Hampshire  during  Dec  (fide  DD). 
A Harris’s  Sparrow  spent  Jan-Feb  in  George- 
town, Essex,  MA  (A.  O’Hare). 


Yellow-breasted  Chats  are  often  more  numerous  in  coastal  Massachusetts 
than  at  any  locale  in  the  East  in  winter,  at  least  north  of  Florida.  This  bird 
was  a lucky  find  at  Halibut  Point,  Massachusetts  4 February  2007. 

Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosb. 


A young  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  ap- 
peared in  Farmington,  Hartford,  CT  4 Feb  (C. 
Donagher).  Three  Painted  Buntings  graced 
the  Region  this  season.  The  first  was  a male 
that  continued  from  the  fall  through  5 Dec  at 
Huntington,  Hampshire,  MA  (ph.  S.  Hamlin). 
Also  first  found  in  Nov  was  a female  in  Wal- 


This  green  Painted  Bunting  obliged  birders  by  spending  most  of  the 
winter  (here  23  January  2007)  at  a feeder  in  Waldoboro,  Maine. 
Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


young  male  was  on  the  Connecticut  coast,  an 
ad.  male  Lazuli  Bunting  appeared  at  a bird 
bath  in  Hadley,  Hampshire,  MA  30-31  Jan 
(ph.,  L.  Currins),  representing  the  2nd  record 
for  the  Bay  State  (and  the  2nd  Regional  win- 
ter record).  For  the  2nd  year  in  a row,  a Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  was  seen  in  Stratham, 
Rockingham,  NH,  this  time  21  Jan.  A flock  of 
22  Boat-tailed  Crackles  in  Stratford,  CT  was 
somewhat  higher  than  usual  for  this  tradi- 
tional wintering  locality. 

It  was  the  “winter  that  wasn’t”  for  winter 
finches.  Pine  Grosbeaks  were  scarce  even  in 
Maine,  where  there  were  only  six  reports, 
most  of  only  1-2  birds.  The  high  count  of  15 
was  from  the  n.  tip  of  the  Region  in  Fort  Kent, 
Aroostook  in  mid-Jan.  Elsewhere  in  the  n., 
there  was  only  a single  report  from  New 
Hampshire  and  none  from  Vermont.  In  light 
of  this  scarcity  in  the  n.,  a Pine  Grosbeak  that 
hit  a window  in  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA  on 
Christmas  Day  was  most  remarkable  (C. 
Kennedy);  luckily,  it  was  uninjured  and  was 
photographed  before  flying  off  to  parts  un- 
known. Common  Redpolls  showed  a similar 
pattern:  a scattering  of  reports  in  the  single 
digits  from  the  n.  three  states  and  a single  re- 
port from  Massachusetts,  of  6 in  Pittsfield, 
Berkshire  16  Dec.  For  observers  in  the  n., 
there  were  at  least  crossbills  to  enjoy.  Red 
Crossbills  were  sparsely  distributed  in 
New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  although 
in  small  numbers  (fide  DD,  JD),  but 
the  real  story  was  White-winged 
Crossbills.  In  Maine,  the  flight  was 
considered  the  “best  showing  since 
2000-2001”  OD)-  The  largest  flocks 
tended  to  be  in  the  n.  and  w.  parts  of 
the  state,  with  the  southernmost  re- 
port being  a small  flock  in  Wells,  York 
1 Feb  0-  Stevens).  Numbers  in  New 
Hampshire  were  about  average  on  the 
state’s  n.  Christmas  counts;  otherwise 
there  was  a maximum  of  110  in  Pitts- 
burg, NH  13  Jan  (MH).  In  both  Ver- 
mont and  Maine,  breeding  behavior 
was  observed  in  Jan  and  Feb. 


doboro,  Lincoln,  ME  that  persisted  until  late 
Dec,  then  made  a brief  reappearance  in  late 
Jan  (ph.  C.  McIntyre,  m.ob.).  The  3rd  was  a 
green  bird  at  New  Haven,  CT  16-21  Dec  (A. 
Brand,  m.ob.),  the  first  of  its  species  in  Con- 
necticut in  over  a decade.  Within  the  Nutmeg 
State  however,  the  latter  record  was  easily 
trumped  by  a very  carefully  studied  yearling 
male  Lazuli  Bunting  just  up  the  coast  at  Ham- 
monassett  S.E,  New  Haven,  CT  4 Jan-11  Feb 
(ph.  B.  Yule,  m.ob.).  This  bird  represents  the 
first  state  record  for  Connecticut  and  a first 
winter  record  for  the  Region.  While  the 


Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers:  Jim  Berry,  Phil 
Brown,  David  Deifik  (New  Hampshire),  Jody 
Despres  (Maine),  Rachel  Farrell  (Rhode  Is- 
land), Dan  Finizia,  Greg  Hanisek  (Connecti- 
cut), Mike  Harvey,  Rick  Heil,  David  Hoag, 
Stephen  Mirick,  Ted  Murin,  Julie  Nicholson 
(Vermont),  Blair  Nikula,  Marjorie  Rines 
(Massachusetts),  Jerimiah  Trimble,  William 
Townsend  (Maine),  Richard  Veit.  ($ 

Pamela  Hunt,  26  Whitewater  Drive 

Penacook,  New  Hampshire  03303,  (biodiva@verizon.net) 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  • NUMBER  2 


237 


! Hudson-Delaware 


Frank  Rohrbacher  Robert  O.  Paxton 
Richard  R.  Veit 


During  the  winter  months,  the  weather 
is  one  of  the  most  important  variables 
in  the  distribution  of  birds  in  the 
Hudson-Delaware  Region.  Here,  as  well  as 
most  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  weather  was  balmy  throughout  the  month 
of  December  and  the  first  half  of  January. 
Temperatures  in  December  averaged  6-8°  F 
above  normal.  During  the  first  two  weeks  of 
January,  record-high  temperatures  were  com- 
mon, resulting  in  average  temperatures  of  10- 
12°  F above  normal.  This  warm  period  ended 
abruptly.  Winter  began  in  earnest  in  mid-Jan- 
uary, with  temperatures  6-8°  F below  normal 
continuing  through  the  month  of  February. 
Fortunately,  except  along  the  lakeshores, 
snow  levels  continued  below  average. 

Less  hardy  species  lingered  through  the 
Christmas  Bird  Count  period  and  were  record- 
ed in  exceptionally  large  numbers  on  most 
counts.  Baltimore  Orioles,  warblers,  wrens,  fly- 
catchers, and  tanagers  remained  in  large  num- 
bers. Many  eventually  succumbed,  but  some 
survived,  often  with  the  help  of  feeders.  Water- 
fowl  were  abundant  but  spread  out  all  over  the 
area,  including  the  far  northern  stretches  of 
New  York,  where  the  ponds  and  lakes  were  ice 
free  though  mid-February.  The  very  warm 
weather  and  the  exceptional  food  available  in 
Canada  resulted  in  an  almost  total  absence  of 
winter  finches  outside  of  the  Adirondack  area. 

Unusual  species  reported  this  season  in- 
cluded American  White  Pelican,  Western 
Grebe,  Mew  Gull,  California  Gull,  Slaty- 
backed  Gull,  Ivory  Gull,  Long-billed  Murrelet, 
Band-tailed  Pigeon,  Western  Kingbird,  Varied 
Thrush,  Harris’s  Sparrow,  Smith’s  Longspur, 
Western  Tanager,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole. 

Abbreviations:  l.R.I.  (Indian  River  Inlet,  Sus- 
sex, DE);  N.P.P.  (Niagara  Power  Project  on  the 
Niagara  R.,  Lewiston,  Niagara,  NY). 


WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  reported  in 
somewhat  lower  numbers  than  in  recent 
years,  with  12  reports  of  sightings  in  New 
York  and  seven  in  New  Jersey.  Five  of  the  New 
York  birds  where  reported  from  the  Niagara 
area,  where  they  are  very  rare  in  winter,  in- 
cluding a group  of  4 at  Olcott,  Niagara  24  Dec 
(Jim  Pawlicki).  Snow  Geese  took  their  time 
reaching  their  normal  wintering  grounds  in 
Delaware  and  New  Jersey.  On  the  ne.  shore  of 
L.  Ontario,  for  example,  the  last  of  the  Snow 
Geese  are  usually  gone  by  mid-Dec,  but  this 
year  20,000  remained  at  Ellisburg,  Jefferson, 
NY  until  mid-Jan  (DP,  SG).  Several  Black  Brant 
were  reported:  one  visited  Riis  Park,  Queens, 
NY  29  Dec;  one  wintered  in  the  traditional  lo- 
cation at  South  Amboy,  Middlesex,  NJ;  and  an- 
other, probably  the  same  bird  that  stayed  there 
the  past  two  winters,  was  at  l.R.I.  Three  re- 
ports of  Barnacle  Goose  is  typical:  one  at  Tilly 
Foster  Farm  Conservation  Area,  Putman,  NY 
30  Dec-20  Jan  (Bob  Gochfeld,  Doug 
Gochfeld);  one  on  private  land,  Monmouth,  NJ 
23  Dec-1  Jan  (fide  Fred  Virrazzi);  and  one  in 
Cape  May,  NJ  17-24  Feb  Qason  Guerard).  A 
very  large  group  of  Trumpeter  Swans  lingered 
into  Jan  in  the  Northern  Montezuma  Wet- 
lands Complex,  Wayne,  with  a maximum  of 


56  birds  recorded  3 Jan  (R&SS,  Cathy  Spahn). 
Nine  additional  swans  were  found  on  the 
Syracuse  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (BP),  one  was  on  Al- 
legheny Res.,  Cattaraugus,  NY  28  Jan  (Tim 
Baird),  and  8 were  at  Barneveld,  Oneida,  NJ  1 
Jan  (Cheri  Sassman).  All  of  these  birds  are  pre- 


sumed to  be  from  introductions  into  the  Great 
Lakes  region,  including  untagged  birds  from  a 
“raise  and  do  not  restrain”  operation  at  Savan- 
nah Dhu,  Wayne,  NY,  but  the  numbers  are  well 
above  the  dozen  or  so  that  are  normally  re- 
ported. Only  one  bird  was  reported  outside  of 
n.  New  York  and  that  was  at  Upper  Green- 
wood L.,  Passaic,  NJ  19  Feb  (Beverly  Robert- 
son); this  one,  like  some  of  the  n.  New  York 
birds,  sported  yellow  wing  tags  confirming  its 
Ontario  roots.  Eurasian  Wigeon  reports  were 
about  normal  at  14:  7 in  New  York,  6 in  New 
Jersey,  and  one  in  Delaware,  with  most  of  the 
sightings  before  the  mid-Feb  freeze.  A 
Eurasian  Teal  was  found  at  Reed’s  Beach,  Cape 
May,  NJ  15  Feb+  (Tom  Reed,  m.ob.).  This 
subspecies  has  averaged  about  one  sighting 
per  year  over  the  past  decade,  but  one  won- 
ders how  many  would  be  found  if  the  Ameri- 
can Ornithologists’  Union  were  to  recognize  it 
as  a full  species.  A Eurasian  Teal  x Green- 
winged Teal  intergrade  was  reported  in  Brook- 
lyn, Kings,  NY  21  Jan.  The  high  counts  of  pud- 
dle ducks  recorded  in  the  past  few  years  were 
not  reported  this  year,  at  least  in  part  because 
the  warm  early  winter  allowed  the  birds  to 
spread  out.  King  Eider  posted  a scant  11  re- 
ports, and  both  Common  Eider  and  Harlequin 
Ducks  seemed  to  be  down  across  the  Region. 


The  exception  to  this  trend  was  at  Barnegat 
Light  S.P.,  which  hosted  2 King  Eiders  23 
Dec-early  Jan,  150+  Common  Eiders,  and  a 
maximum  of  48  Harlequin  Ducks  16  Feb  (Bill 
Bousman  et  al).  Seventeen  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes was  an  above-normal  number  for  the 


A species  almost  unheard  of  as  a vagrant  to  coastal  areas  of  the  East,  this  Band-tailed  Pigeon  spent  1 6-1 8 (here  1 7)  February 
2007  at  a feeder  in  Cape  May,  New  Jersey.  Photograph  by  Sam  Gaikk. 
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New  Jersey's  first  Long-bilied  Murrelet  turned  up  at  Sandy  Heok  Mationai  Wildlife  Refuge  19  January  2007.  Photograph  by 
Sam  Caikk. 


Region:  9 on  L.  Ontario,  6 around  Long  L,  and 
2 in  New  Jersey. 

eEBES  THROUGH  IBIS 

After  a series  of  warm  winters.  Red-necked 
Grebe  would  be  expected  to  remain  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  This  was  generally  correct 
through  Jan,  with  each  bird  making  the  hot- 
lines. When  the  cold  of  the  winter  began  in 
earnest,  the  Great  Lakes  froze,  and  by  the  first 
week  in  Feb,  Red-necked  Grebes  arrived  in 
good  numbers  all  along  the  coast,  with  6-8  to- 
tal in  Delaware.  Two  Eared  Grebes  returned  to 
Lakes  Bay  near  Atlantic  City,  Atlantic,  NJ  from 
8 Dec-26  Jan  (CV,  m.ob.)  One  was  found  in 
Napeague  Harbor  near  Amagansett,  Suffolk, 
NY  21-24  Jan  (HM),  and  another  single  was  in 
Dunkirk  Harbor,  Chautauqua,  NY  9-10  Dec 
(Dave  Neveu,  Joanne  Goetz)  in  the  Niagara  re- 
gion, v/here  reports  of  this  species  have  in- 
creased in  recent  v/inters.  For  the  4th  consec- 
utive year,  a Western  Grebe  visited  the  Re- 
gion. This  year,  a bird  was  found  at  Trembleau 
Pt.  on  L.  Champlain  25  Dec  (Dana  C.  Rohled- 
er);  presumably  the  same  bird  showed  up  24 
km  to  the  s.  at  Essex  Harbor,  Essex  1 Jan 
(J&PT).  Five  organized  pelagic  trips  went  out 
into  area  waters,  resulting  in  good  numbers  of 
pelagic  species  being  reported.  Some  15 
Northern  Fulmars  were  seen  this  winter:  one 
on  a 3 Dec  pelagic  out  of  Freeport,  NY  (PG  et 
al);  3 on  a 3 Dec  trip  out  of  Belmar,  NJ  (PG  et 
al);  2 on  a 3 Jan  trip  out  of  Barnegat  Inlet,  NJ 
(AB);  and  9 on  a 25  Feb  trip  from  Lewes,  DE 
(PG  et  al).  Manx  Shearwaters  were  found  on 
two  of  the  trips,  with  11  on  the  3 Dec  trip 
from  Freeport,  NY  (PG  et  al.)  and  7 on  the  3 
Dec  trip  from  Belmar,  NJ  (PG  et  al). 

American  White  Pelicans  continue  to  ap- 
pear in  small  numbers  during  the  winter:  one 
at  Van  Cortland  Park  in  New  York,  NY  13  Dec 
(Dave  Kunstler);  one  at  Round  Valley  Res., 
Somerset,  NJ  14  Dec  (Frank  Sencher,  Sr.,  FS), 
possibly  the  same  bird  as  at  Van  Cortland 
Park;  2 at  Shark  R.  estuary,  Monmouth,  NJ  6-7 
Jan  (Chris  Yoda,  SB,  Linda  Mack);  and  9 at 
Assawoman  W.M.A.,  Sussex,  DE  30  Dec  (Sam 
Dyke).  In  past  years,  Brown  Pelicans  left  the 
area  well  before  wdnter,  with  an  occasional 
bird  lingering  into  the  first  week  of  Dec.  This 
year,  they  stayed  late  enough  to  be  found  at 
Montauk,  Suffolk,  NY  2 Dec  (Larry  Merry- 
man)  and  on  four  Christmas  counts:  Cape 
May,  NJ  17  Dec;  Barnegat,  Ocean,  NJ  31  Dec; 
Rehoboth,  Sussex,  DE  30  Dec;  and  Nassau, 
Long  I.,  NY  1 Jan — the  latter  exceptionally 
late  for  New  York.  Sightings  of  Browm  Peli- 
cans at  Cape  May  Harbor  on  7 Jan  and  27  Jan 
ended  this  unusual  streak.  A Little  Blue  Heron 
stayed  late  in  Barnegat  Township,  NJ  10-28 
Dec  (McDuffy  Barrow),  as  did  a number  of 


Green  Herons  that  managed  to  show  up  on 
C.B.C.s,  including  Binghamton,  Broome,  NY 
17  Dec,  Troy,  Albany,  NY  30  Dec,  Orient,  Suf- 
folk. NY  30  Dec,  Cape  May,  NJ  17  Dec,  and 
Belleplain,  Cape  May,  NJ  27  Dec.  Only  one 
Glossy  Ibis  was  reported  in  the  Region  this 
winter,  in  Salem,  NJ  on  the  very  late  date  of  15 
Jan  (Steve  Glynn). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  CRAHES 

A few  Ospreys  lingered  into  Dec,  with  3 sin- 
gles making  it  on  New  Jersey  C.B.C.s  and  2 in 
New  York  on  the  Rockland  C.B.C.  Bald  Eagles 
were  again  reported  in  high  numbers  across 
the  Region  on  C.B.C.s.  Pete  Nye,  however,  re- 
ported only  half  as  many  eagles  this  year  as 
last  after  his  aerial  survey  11  Jan,  covering  the 
area  of  se.  New  York  on  the  2007  Mid-winter 
Bald  Eagle  Survey.  He  observed  that,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  28  years  of  surveying,  there 
was  no  ice  whatsoever.  He  speculated  that  the 
eagles  that  normally  winter  in  the  area  had  re- 
mained in  Canada.  A Swainson’s  Hawk  at 
Medford,  Burlington,  NJ,  11  Dec  (WD)  would 
furnish  the  first  state  record  after  the  month  of 
Nov  (Virginia  and  North  Carolina  have 
records  of  the  species  in  Dec-Feb).  The  distri- 
bution of  winter  raptors  is  strongly  influenced 
by  weather.  Jeff  Bolsinger,  reporting  on  a rap- 
tor survey  conducted  by  Gerry  Smith  in  the 
towns  of  Cape  Vincent  and  Point  Peninsula  in 
n.  Jefferson,  NY,  writes:  “It  turned  out  to  be  an 
exceptional  winter  for  raptors  in  n.  Jefferson 
County.  Northern  Harriers  were  present  in 
Cape  Vincent  in  high  numbers  during  the 
mild  portion  of  the  winter,  but  moved  out, 
some  apparently  to  Point  Peninsula,  when  the 
cold  and  snow  settled  in  during  late  January. 
At  about  the  same  time,  large  numbers  of 
Rough-legged  Hawks  flooded  into  the  region, 
with  daily  counts  reaching  80+  in  both  Cape 
Vincent  and  in  Point  Peninsula.  At  least  100 
Short-eared  Owls  also  wintered  in  these  two 
towns.”  Large  numbers  of  Golden  Eagles  were 


recorded  migrating  through  the  area,  this  year 
with  57  tabulated  at  the  Franklin  Mt.  Hawk- 
watch,  Delaware,  NY,  in  Dec  alone.  The  num- 
ber of  sightings  reported  to  hotlines  after  the 
Dec  migrating  birds  had  moved  through  was 
very  low.  The  most  interesting  was  a report  of 
2 ads.  and  an  imm.  at  Leeds  Pt.,  Atlantic,  NJ, 
plus  an  imm.  at  Amassas  Landing,  Atlantic,  NJ 
23  Jan  (CS,  JD).  The  only  birds  that  apparent- 
ly wintered  here  were  an  ad.  and  imm.  at  Stiss- 
ing  Mt.,  Dutchess,  NY  (Chet  Vincent)  and  the 
Atlantic,  NJ  birds.  Three  Gyrfalcons,  all  in  the 
gray  morph  and  all  in  New  York,  made  a good 
total:  one  at  Cedar  Beach,  Suffolk,  Long  I.  13- 
20  Dec  (Ken  Feustel);  one  at  Deposit, 
Delaware  13-14  Jan  (m.ob.);  and  one  11  Feb  at 
Cumberland  Head,  Clinton  (Mike  Dragoon).  A 
Black  Rail,  always  a surprise  in  winter,  was 
found  at  the  Shark  R.  estuary  during  the  Long 
Branch  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (Tim  Vogel),  a count 
first.  A Purple  Gallinule  at  Parkertown,  NJ  on 
the  Barnegat  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (Rick  Radis,  TB) 
was  also  a count  first — and  almost  a poster 
child  for  the  mild  season.  Also  impressive  was 
a Common  Moorhen  at  Cape  May,  NJ  15  Dec 
(m.ob.);  but  5 along  the  LaChute  R.,  Essex  17- 
18  Jan  Oaines  Cunningham)  were  downright 
astonishing  and  provided  a first  winter  record 
of  the  species  for  New  York’s  Adiron- 
dack-Champlain  region.  The  only  migrating 
Sandhill  Cranes  noted  were  9 at  the  Savannah 
Mucklands,  Wayne,  NY  through  3 Feb  and  one 
at  the  Chazy  Rivers,  Clinton,  NY  12  Dec  (Bill 
Krueger),  the  latter  only  the  3rd  county 
record.  Fourteen  cranes  roosted  at  Husted 
Landing  Rd.,  Cumberland,  NJ  through  the 
winter.  Some  were  thought  to  be  pure  Sandhill 
Cranes,  but  the  area  is  known  to  have  a small 
number  of  Sandhill  Crane  x Common  Crane 
hybrids. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

The  number  of  American  Oystercatchers  re- 
ported this  season  was  well  above  average. 
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with  573  birds  counted  in  New  Jersey  led  by 
the  273  found  on  the  Oceanville  C.B.C.,  At- 
lantic, NJ  and  253  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C., 
NJ.  New  York  also  did  well,  with  42  total,  of 
which  33  were  on  the  Southern  Nassau  C.B.C. 
1 Jan.  Small  numbers  of  American  Avocet 
have  attempted  to  winter  in  the  Delaware 
marshes  for  the  past  10  years,  but  the  104 
birds  counted  on  Delaware  Bay  at  Ted  Harvey 
W.M.A.,  Kent,  DE  11  Jan  (Ben  Weinstein)  was 
by  far  the  highest  winter  count.  A Spotted 
Sandpiper  was  a good  hnd  on  a survey  of  the 
DuPont  facility  at  Carneys  Pt.,  Gloucester,  NJ 
16  Dec  Oeff  Holt  et  ah).  Willet  totals  of  42  in 
New  Jersey  and  3 in  New  York  and  Marbled 
Godwit  totals  of  30  in  New  Jersey  were 
slightly  above  normal.  The  winter  dis- 
tribution of  Red  Knots  (as  measured 
by  the  C.B.C.)  is  puzzling.  In  New 
York  this  year,  35 1 were  recorded — the 
highest  total  for  the  state  in  the  past  50 
years  of  counts — and  350  of  those 
were  from  the  Central  Suffolk  C.B.C.  In 
New  Jersey,  74  were  recorded  on  the 
Cape  May  C.B.C.  Last  winter  in  New 
Jersey,  736  Red  Knots  were  counted, 
and  hve  years  ago,  998  were  tallied — 
all  in  Cape  May.  It  seems  unlikely  that 
these  birds  ultimately  wintered  in 
South  America,  but  did  they  spend  the 
harsh  second  half  of  the  winter  in  our 
Region?  A few  Red  Phalaropes  were 
recorded  during  the  early  winter  or- 
ganized pelagic  boat  trips:  2 off 
Freeport,  NY  3 Dec  (PG  et  ah);  4 off 
Belmar,  NJ  3 Dec  (PG  et  ah);  and  3 off 
Barnegat  Inlet,  NJ  3 Jan  (AB), 

Little,  Black-headed,  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
appeared  throughout  the  Region  in  normal 
numbers  despite  the  warm  weather  in  Dec.  As 
usual,  an  ad.  California  Gull  was  reported  at 
N.PP  30-31  Dec  and  6 & 14  Jan  (WD'A, 
William  Watson),  There  were  three  reports  of 
first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  x Herring  Gull  hy- 
brids, a bit  above  normal:  Monticello  Landhll, 
Sullivan,  NY  24  Jan  (JH);  Prime  Hook  Beach, 
Sussex,  DE  4-8  Feb  (ES);  and  off  Freeport, 
Nassau,  NY  10  Feb  (PG  et  ah).  Two  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls  were  found  this  winter,  at  Niag- 
ara Falls,  Niagara,  NY  2-3  Dec  (Kevin  Mc- 
Gowan, WD’A)  and  at  the  Monticello  Land- 
hll,  Sullivan,  NY  24  Jan-10  Feb  (ph.  JH, 
m.ob.).  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  report- 
ed on  three  of  the  offshore  pelagic  trips  and  in 
w.  New  York,  with  8 between  Hamlin  Beach 
S.P.  and  Derby  Hill  on  L.  Ontario  and  one  at 
N.PP  during  Dec  andjan.  The  gull  of  the  sea- 
son, probably  the  bird  of  the  winter  in  this  Re- 
gion, was  an  ad.  Ivory  Gull  that  was  found 
and  photographed  in  Piermont,  Rockland,  NY 
25-26  Feb  (Drew  Ciganek,  m.ob.).  This  bird, 


viewed  at  close  range  by  many  observers  as  it 
fed  on  the  remains  of  a wintering  Snowy 
Owl’s  kills,  will  furnish  New  York’s  5th  docu- 
mented record  of  this  increasingly  endan- 
gered species.  A Caspian  Tern  found  at 
Corbin  City,  Atlantic,  NJ  6 Dec  (CS,  JD)  was 
extremely  late.  After  several  years  without 
any  winter  reports,  4 Potnarine  Jaegers  were 
seen,  all  in  New  York:  one  at  Hamlin  Beach 
S.P,  Monroe  7 Jan  (DT);  2 at  Derby  Hill,  Os- 
wego 2 Dec;  and  one  on  the  Niagara  R.  in  Buf- 
falo, Erie  3 Dec  (Alan  Wormington,  Karl 
Overman).  A Parasitic  Jaeger  seen  on  the  3 
Dec  pelagic  trip  (PG  at  ah)  from  Freeport,  NY 
was  expected,  but  one  harassing  a flock  of 


about  800  Bonaparte’s  gulls  at  I.R.l.  during 
the  30  Dec  Rehoboth  C.B.C.  (ES,  BPe)  was 
very  late. 

ALCIDS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

With  four  pelagic  trips  getting  out  to  sample 
the  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  wa- 
ters in  Jan  and  Feb,  hopes  were  high  for 
strong  counts  of  alcids.  However,  the  number 
of  Dovekies  reported  was  staggering:  9000+ 
in  New  York  on  the  10  Feb  trip  from  Freeport 
(PG  et  ah);  45+  in  New  York  and  7 in  New 
Jersey  on  the  3 Jan  trip  from  Barnegat  Inlet 
(AB);  7 on  the  5 Jan  Pelagic  C.B.C.  in  New 
Jersey  waters  (PG  et  ah);  and  338  in  Delaware 
on  the  25  Feb  trip  from  Lewes  (PG  et  ah).  The 
two  Feb  pelagic  trips  produced  a total  of  11 
Common  Murres,  but  no  Thick-billed  Murres 
were  seen  anywhere  in  the  Region  this  winter. 
Razorbills  were  found  in  about  normal  num- 
bers, with  25-30  seen  on  each  of  the  Feb 
boats,  but  fewer  concentrations  than  usual 
were  reported  from  shore.  A Black  Guillemot 
was  at  Jones  Beach,  Nassau,  NY  7 Dec  (Shane 
Blodgett),  but  the  alcid  of  the  year  was  the 
Long-billed  Murrelet  seen  and  photographed 


at  Sandy  Hook  N.W.R.  19  Jan  (Harvey  Tom- 
linson, SB,  Pete  Bacinski) — the  first  record  for 
the  state,  pending  acceptance  by  the  New  Jer- 
sey Bird  Records  Committee. 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  spent  several  days  at  a 
feeder  in  Cape  May,  NJ  16-18  Feb  (Michael 
O’Brien,  Louise  Zemaitis) — the  2nd  state 
record  and  one  of  very  few  from  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard.  Snowy  Owls  came  down  in  good 
numbers  but  generally  remained  n.  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Bohemian  Waxwings  were  virtually  absent 
from  the  Region  after  several  years  of  re- 
spectable numbers:  36  in  Willsboro,  Essex,  NY 
28  Dec  and  2 singles  in  the  Rochester  area  at 
Webster  Park,  Monroe  27  Dec  Qohn  Boettcher, 
Norma  Platt)  and  Durand-Eastman, 
Monroe  30  Dec  (m.ob.)  were  the  only 
reports.  There  were  3 Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers reported  in  the  Region  this 
season:  one  in  Markon,  Burlington,  NJ  2 
Dec  (fide  PD);  one  in  Central  Park,  NY 
4 Dec  (Martin  Butterfield,  Frances  But- 
terfield); and  one  in  Stockdon,  Hunter- 
don, NJ  30  Dec-15  Jan  (Larry  King, 
m.ob.).  Four  Western  Kingbirds  was  a 
high  total:  one  at  Tuckerton,  Ocean,  NJ 
2 Dec;  one  at  the  Bronx  Botanical  Gar- 
den, Kings,  NY  6 Dec;  one  at  Stone  Tav- 
ern L.,  Mercer,  NJ  during  the  Assun- 
pink  C.B.C.  17  Dec;  and  one  at 
Cutchogue,  Suffolk,  NY  6-8  Jan  Qohn 
Brush,  Sr.).  A few  Cave  Swallows  were 
still  moving  through  in  early  Dec.  As 
usual.  Cape  May,  NJ  had  the  lion’s 
share:  a maximum  of  10  birds  on  2 Dec 
(PEL),  the  last  day  they  were  recorded  there. 
On  the  same  day,  2 were  seen  and  pho- 
tographed (France  Dewaghe)  at  Augustine 
Beach,  New  Castle,  DE,  for  a 2nd  state  record. 
The  last  report  was  of  a single  bird  seen  at 
Jones  Beach,  Nassau,  NY  9 Dec  Oim  Schlick). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A total  of  3 Varied  Thrushes  visited  New  York 
this  year:  at  Cambria,  Niagara,  NY  1-15  Feb 
(m.ob.);  at  a feeder  in  Penfield,  Monroe,  NY  18 
Dec+  (Rick  Flood);  and  at  a feeder  in  Chester, 
Orange,  NY  Nov+  (Kenneth  McDermott).  The 
Penfield  bird  was  offered  a selection  of  fruits 
and  nuts  when  it  arrived  but  showed  a strong 
preference  for  Pepperridge  Farm®  Nutty  Oat 
bread.  At  least  12  species  of  warblers  were 
found  this  winter  in  the  Region;  most  were 
half-hardy  or  slightly  late  birds:  who  can  fault 
7 Nashville  Warblers,  a Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler,  a Blackpoll  Warbler,  6 Ovenbirds,  and 
9 Yellow-breasted  Chats  for  spending  a little 
extra  time  in  the  s.  part  of  the  Region  when  70- 
degree  temperatures  lingered  through  the  first 
week  of  Jan?  Three  birds  stand  out  as  unusual 
even  given  the  weather.  A Yellow-throated 


Present  at  a feeder  in  Baldwin,  Nassau  County,  New  York,  this  Western  Tanager 
was  photographed  21  February  2007.  Photograph  by  Lloyd Spitalnik. 
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Warbler  at  the  Ausable  Point  Campgrounds 
and  State  Beach  15  Nov-18  Jan  Qulie  Latrell). 
Ausable  Point  is  about  as  far  n.  as  one  can  get 
in  New  York,  sticking  into  L.  Champlain  about 
60  km  s.  of  Quebec.  A Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  at  Markon,  Burlington,  NJ  1-9  Jan 
Oohn  Maxwell,  m.ob.)  furnished  just  the  2nd 
winter  record  for  the  state.  Finally,  a Cape  May 
Warbler  was  discovered  in  Riverside  Park, 
Manhattan,  NY  20  Dec-17  Jan  (Geoff  Nulle), 
for  the  first  state  record  of  this  species  in  the 
month  of  Jan. 

Five  Western  Tanagers  was  an  astounding 
total  for  this  Region,  with  4 in  New  Jersey 
(fully  a fourth  of  all  winter  sightings  for  the 
state!)  and  one  in  New  York.  The  New  Jersey 
birds  were  noted  at  Mt.  Olive  Twp.,  Morris  12 
Dec-11  Jan  (FS,  Jr.  et  al.),  at  Higbee  Beach, 
Cape  May,  NJ  13-17  Dec  (EO,  CV),  at  Echo 
Hill  Park,  Hunterdon  4 Jan-5  Feb  (PK,  m.ob.), 
and  at  the  Mullica  R.  bridge,  Atlantic,  NJ  23 
Jan  (CS,  JD;  found  dead  25  Jan);  the  New 
York  bird  was  in  Baldwin,  Nassau  7 Feb  into 
early  Mar  Q-  & M-  Stahl).  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  at  Palmyra  Cove,  Burlington,  NJ 
3 Dec  (WD  et  al.),  and  one  was  at  Parma, 
Monroe,  NY  17  Dec-2  Feb  (PK,  m.ob.).  Ves- 
per Sparrows  were  recorded  as  singles  only  in 
New  Jersey,  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C.  and  on 
the  Long  Branch,  Monmouth  C.B.C.  Two  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  that  wintered  in  the  Region 
this  year  were  excellent  finds:  at  Prime  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE  24  Dec-4  Feb  (ES,  BPe) 
and  at  Abbott’s  Farm  W.M.A.,  Salem,  NJ  17 
Feb+  (PD,  Andy  Urqhart).  A Lincoln’s  Spar- 
row at  Thompson  Park,  Middlesex,  NJ  17  Dec 
was  a nice  find  (Tom  Boyle).  A Harris’s  Spar- 
row visited  a feeder  in  Irondequoit,  Monroe, 
NY  2 Dec-late  Feb.  Gerry  Leubner,  who  after 
51  years  retired  as  the  Rochester  C.B.C.  com- 
piler two  years  ago,  hosted  this  bird  and  over 
100  birders.  Surprisingly,  this  is  his  2nd  Har- 
ris’s Sparrow  here — the  first  visited  35  years 
ago.  A Smith’s  Longspur  was  found  at  Jones 
Beach,  Nassau,  NY  9 Feb-13  Mar  (Ed  Coyle, 
m.ob.);  this  will  provide  the  2nd  New  York 
state  record.  Four  Dickcissels  were  found  in 
New  Jersey:  one  at  Collier’s  Mills,  Mercer  17 
Dec  (Fred  Lesser);  one  at  Palmyra  Cove, 
Burlington  23  Dec  (TB);  one  at  Edgewater 
Park,  Burlington  11  Jan  (David  White);  and 
one  in  Cape  May  18  Feb  (PEL). 

Three  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  re- 
ported, about  average:  one  in  Pennsville, 
Salem,  NJ  3 Jan  (fide  SB);  one  in  Pemberton 
Township,  NJ  25  Feb  (fide  PD);  and  one  in  the 
Bombay  Hook  area,  Kent,  DE  that  was  report- 
ed several  times  in  Dec  and  Feb.  The  only  re- 
ports of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  from 
Pennsville  Township,  Salem,  NJ,  where  as 
many  as  6 wintered  at  the  same  site  as  last 


year  (Sandra  Keller,  PD,  Dave  Magpiong). 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  reported  25  times, 
which  is  about  normal,  with  the  vast  majority 
in  New  Jersey.  At  one  point,  in  mid-Dec,  6-7 
birds  were  reported  daily  in  the  Cape  May,  NJ 
area.  An  ad.  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  found 
visiting  a feeder  in  a yard  in  Phoenicia,  Ulster, 
NY  6 Feb  (Richard  Guthrie) — furnishing  just 
the  4th  New  York  state  record.  An  Indigo 
Bunting  was  found  at  a feeder  in  Eldora,  Cape 
May,  NJ  6 Jan  (Karen  Johnson,  Brian  Thomp- 
son, PEL)  and  remained  through  the  season. 
The  only  Painted  Bunting  reported  was  one 
that  visited  a feeder  in  Seaford,  Sussex,  DE  23- 
30  Dec  (David  Fees). 


A Bullock's  Oriole  was  found  6 February  2007  (here  9 March) 
at  a feeder  in  Phoenicia,  Ulster  County,  New  York — only  a 
fourth  for  the  Empire  State.  Photograph  by  Lloyd  Spitalnik. 


Winter  finches  failed  to  impress.  The  num- 
ber of  Pine  Grosbeaks  that  visit  the  Region  is 
highly  variable,  but  this  winter  had  to  be  one  of 
the  poorest  on  record,  as  only  one  bird  at 
Hogan  Pt.,  Greece,  NY  18  Dec  (DT)  was  re- 
ported. Purple  Finches  were  widespread  at 
higher  elevations  throughout  the  Adirondacks, 
with  50  or  more  likely  per  day,  with  the  maxi- 
mum total  of  180  at  Bloomingdale  Bog,  Essex, 
NY  31  Dec  (Matthew  Young).  For  the  rest  of 
the  Region,  Purple  Finches  were  essentially  ab- 
sent. Red  Crossbills  and  White-winged  Cross- 
bills staged  a moderate  invasion  into  the 
Adirondack  region  but  did  not  venture  away 
from  that  area.  Common  Redpolls  were  report- 
ed in  both  the  Adirondack  and  Rochester  areas 
of  New  York.  Pine  Siskins,  like  Purple  Finches, 
were  prevalent  in  the  Adirondack  region,  with 
a maximum  of  154  on  the  Saranac  Lake  C.B.C., 
but  they  were  few  and  far  between  outside  of 
the  boreal  areas.  There  were  no  reports  of  Red 
Crossbills,  White-winged  Crossbills,  Common 


Redpolls,  or  Evening  Grosbeaks  from  Long  Is- 
land, New  Jersey,  or  Delaware. 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  New  York 
City),  Tom  Bailey,  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast 
Region,  NJ,  Sandy  Hook  Bird  Observatory,  RO. 
Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock.  NJ  07732),  Michael 
Bochnik  (Hudson-Delaware  Region,  NY:  86 
Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY  10704),  Jeffrey  S. 
Bolsinger  (St.  Lawrence,  NY:  98  State  Street, 
Canton,  NY  13617),  Alan  Brady,  Michael  Britt 
(Piedmont  Region,  NJ:  47  Ave.  B,  Bayonne,  NJ 
07002),  Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York  Rare 
Bird  Alert),  Willie  D’Anna  (WD’A),  Ward 
Dasey,  Jim  Dowdell,  Paul  Driver  (Lower 
Delaware  Valley,  NJ:  915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins 
Park,  PA  19027),  A.  P Ednie  (New  Castle  and 
Kent,  DE:  59  Lawson  Ave.,  Claymont,  DE 
19703),  Vince  Elia,  (South  Coast  and 
Delaware  Bay  Region,  NJ:  CMBO  R&E  Center, 
600  Rt.  47  North,  Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ 
08120),  Kevin  Griffith  (Genesee  Region,  NY: 
61  Grandview  Ln.,  Rochester,  NY  14612L, 
Paul  Guris,  Steve  Guy,  John  Haas,  Pete 
Kwiatek,  Laurie  Larson  (New  Jersey  Birds  list- 
serv),  Paul  E.  Lehman  (New  Jersey  Birds  list- 
serv),  Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  Is- 
land, NY:  12  Round  Pond  Ln.,  Sag  Harbor,  NY 
11963),  S.  S.  Mitra  ( Long  Island,  NY:  Biology 
Departmant,  College  of  Staten  Island,  2800 
Victory  Boulevard,  Staten  Island,  NY  10314), 
Mike  Morgante  (Niagara  Frontier  Region,  NY: 
59  Briar  Hill  Rd.,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127), 
Evan  Obercian,  Bill  Ostrander  (Finger  lakes 
Region,  NY:  80  Westmont  Ave.,  Elmira,  NY 
14904),  Bruce  Peterjohn  (BPe),  John  M.C.  Pe- 
terson (Adirondack-Champlain  Region,  NY: 
477  County  Rte  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932), 
David  Prosser,  Bill  Purcell  (Oneida  Lake  Basin, 
NY:  281  Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076), 
Ralph  T.  Waterman  Bird  Club,  Frank  Sencher 
Jr.  (Northwestern  Region,  NJ:  43  Church 
Road,  Milford,  NJ  08848),  Ed  Sigda,  Kathy 
Spahn,  Robert  Spahn  (Genesee  Region,  NY)  & 
Susan  Spahn,  Clay  Sutton,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape 
May  Bird  Observatory),  David  Tetlow,  John  & 
Patricia  Thaxton,  Chris  Vogel,  Will  Yandik 
(Hudson-Mohawk  Region,  NY:  269  Schneider 
Rd.,  Hudson,  NY  12534),  Matthew  A.  Young 
(Susquehanna,  NY):  2910  Crumb  Hill  Rd., 
Georgetown,  NY  13072).  ($ 
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Todd  M.  Day  | Edward  S.  Brinkley 

The  season  was  a study  in  contrasts:  un- 
usually balmy  through  early  January, 
but  often  quite  chilly,  even  bitterly  so, 
in  the  second  half  of  the  period.  The  warm 
weather  in  December  showed  no  connection 
to  half-hardy  or  “lingering”  species,  which 
were  noted  in  average  or  below-average  num- 
bers, and  no  real  influxes  of  boreal  birds  ap- 
peared with  the  onset  of  cold  weather,  aside 
from  minor  increases  in  waterfowl  and  white- 
winged gulls.  Precipitation  was  below  average 
in  most  areas,  and  snowfall  was  negligible  ex- 
cept in  the  highest  elevations  (and  even  then 
below  average).  In  a year  with  alcids — espe- 
cially Dovekie  and  Common  Murre — break- 
ing records  along  the  East  Coast,  Maryland 
had  several  highlights  from  a single  pelagic 
trip,  but  for  the  hrst  time  in  over  a decade  not 
a single  birding  trip  left  port  in  Virginia.  The 
mix  of  rarities — Green-tailed  Towhee,  Yellow 
Rail,  Tropical  Kingbird,  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbird, blue-morph  Ross’s  Goose,  Wood 
Stork — was  whelming,  if  not  overwhelming. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
WOOD  STORK 

In  Virginia,  up  to  ff  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  reported  in  the  Mountains  and 
Valleys  (Augusta,  Staunton,  Russell)  5 Dec-26 
Feb,  with  the  largest  count  being  6 at  Elk  Gar- 
den, Russell  (T.  Hunter,  B.  Riggs),  and  4 were 
between  three  locations  in  the  w.  Coastal 
Plain  (Fairfax,  King  William,  Suny)  10  Dec-4 
Feb,  with  2 in  the  Piedmont  in  Culpeper  25 
Feb  (TMD).  Maryland  reported  8 Greater 
White-fronteds  5 Dec-23  Feb,  including  2 ad. 
flavirostris  near  Union  Mills  25  Jan-9  Feb 
(RFR  et  al.)  and  one  in  Calvert,  MD  4 Feb 
(JFS  et  ah).  An  imm.  dark-morph  Ross’s 
Goose  at  Chincoteague  N.W.R.  15  Dec 
(THTA)  furnishes  the  3rd  sight  report  of  this 
rare  morph  in  the  state — and  one  of  very  few 
on  the  East  Coast.  Only  two  other  reports  of 
the  species  came  from  Virginia:  from  Staunton 
(AF)  and  Prince  William  (KG  et  al.)  in  Jan.  In 
Maryland,  Ross’s  Geese  were  widespread 


again  (reports  of  14  total,  7 Dec-25 
Feb),  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
many  fewer  Virginia  reports  of  the 
species  in  recent  years  (the  species 
is  regular  at  Chincoteague  N.W.R.) 
indicate  waning  zeal  in  reporting 
the  species  rather  than  an  actual  de- 
cline. Cackling  Goose,  which  has 
come  to  occupy  the  niche  of  birder- 
interest  once  held  by  Ross’s,  was  re- 
ported in  13  locations  in  Virginia, 
with  the  peak  count  of  5 coming 
from  Bell’s  Fane,  Staunton,  Augusta 
21  Dec  (AF).  Other  Virginia  counts  above  2 
came  from  the  Rte.  3 ponds  in  King  George  3 
Dec  (3;  FA)  and  near  Radford  3 Jan  (4;  C. 
Kessler).  Sixty-eight  Cackling  Geese  were  re- 
ported in  Maryland  3 Dec-2  Feb,  with  a high 
of  5 at  Westminster  Res.  11  Dec  (RFR).  A 
Snow  Goose  x Canada  Goose  hybrid  was  not- 
ed at  Elk  Neck,  Cecil,  MD  7 Jan  (WE  et  al.). 
The  only  report  of  Barnacle  Goose  was  from 
Meadow  F.,  Garrett  1-3  Dec  OLS). 

In  Virginia,  2 Trumpeter  Swans  (one  clear- 
ly from  the  Ohio  program)  turned  up  at  Air- 
lie,  Fauquier  10  Dec-28  Feb,  with  one  marked 
with  neck  collar  reading  “OA4.”  In  Mary- 
land, one  continued  at  Oxbow,  Kent  through 
2 Mar  (M.  Stutzman  et  al.),  one  from  a Cana- 
dian introduction  program  (with  patagial  tag 
“962”)  at  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince  George's 
through  27  Feb  (ph.  S.  J.  Davies),  and  a pair 
with  5 yearlings  cruised  Fairlee  Cr.  16  Dec  (L. 
& N.  Dulak  et  al.).  Counts  of  1000  Gadwalls 
and  1000  American  Wigeons  came  from  Pis- 
cataway  Park,  Prince  George’s,  MD  10  Dec  (T. 
Feild,  BH);  no  other  concentrations  came 
close  to  four  digits.  Five  male  Eurasian 
Wigeons  in  Virginia  and  3 in  Maryland,  1 
Dec-3  Mar,  was  about  normal,  all  in  the 
Coastal  Plain.  The  decline  of  Northern  Pintail 
is  most  palpable  in  the  s.  parts  of  the  Region; 
Armistead  managed  to  count  475,  a good  re- 
cent count,  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.  12  Feb.  The 
only  Eurasian  Teal  of  the  season  was  a male  at 
Great  Oak  Pond,  Kent  15-18  Jan  (WE).  An  in- 
jured female  Blue-winged  Teal  was  on  the 
New  R.  in  Radford  21  Dec-3  Jan  (C.  Kessler); 
10  were  still  at  Elliott  I.  16  Dec  (BH). 

Numbers  of  Redhead  were  reported  only 
from  Maryland,  where  the  high  was  just  410  on 
the  Honga  R.  12  Feb  (HTA);  all  other  Aythya 
were  in  predictable  numbers  and  locations.  The 
only  certain  King  Eider  reported  was  an  imm. 
male  at  Ocean  City  Inlet  19  Feb  (E.  Starling); 
that  location  also  had  the  only  Common  Eiders 
in  the  Region,  with  a whopping  17,  including  8 
ad.  males,  5 Dec+  (S.  Dyke,  m.ob.).  Harlequin 
Duck  reports  included  one  to  2 at  Ocean  City 
(2  Jan-10  Mar),  one  at  Point  Fookout,  MD  (17 
& 24  Feb),  and  an  imm.  male  at  C.B.B.T.  12 


Dec  (S.  Devan,  F Blyston,  B.  Williams)  through 
at  least  13  May  (FSB  et  al.).  Rare  for  the  mts.  at 
any  time,  a subad.  male  White-winged  Scoter 
was  at  Whitethorn,  Garrett,  MD  25  Feb-4  Mar 
(M.  Hafner).  One  at  Cumberland  4 Feb  (D. 
Yeany  If)  and  2 at  Tittle  Seneca  Res.,  Mont- 
gomery 18-20  Feb  and  one  a km  upriver  from 
kittle  Falls  22-24  Feb  (both  DCz  et  al.)  were 
equally  rare  for  Maryland’s  w.  half.  A Fong- 
tailed Duck  at  F.  Shenandoah,  Rockingham  16 
Dec  (G.  Moyers)  furnished  one  of  few  recent 
county  records.  A possible  female  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  was  seen  at  Hooper’s  1.,  MD  14 
(HTA)  61  15  Jan  (D.  Cole).  Mergansers  and 
Ruddy  Ducks  wintered  in  average  numbers  for 
recent  years.  Wild  Turkey  continues  to  prolifer- 
ate, whereas  Northern  Bobwhite  slowly  disap- 
pears, and  the  introduced  Ring-necked  Pheas- 
ant has  nearly  vanished  from  the  Region;  re- 
ports of  the  latter  were  restricted  to  Maryland 
at  three  locations,  with  a high  of  3 at 
Carmichael,  Queen  Anne’s  19  Jan  (D.  Poet). 
Common  Peafowl  has  become  locally  common 
around  Church  Creek,  Dorchester,  MD,  where 
11  were  counted  29  Dec  (B.  Mumford). 

Red-throated  Toons  where  rare  in  Virginia 
were  on  the  Shenandoah  R.,  Clarke  1-3  Dec 
Q.  Coleman,  F Bogar),  and  at  Kerr  Res., 
Mecklenburg  4 & 13  Jan  (fide  AD;  A.  Bryan), 
the  latter  now  a more-expected  locale  in  the 
Piedmont  for  this  species.  A few  were  located 
in  the  greater  D.C.  area  as  well.  Patient 
searching  at  Kerr  Res.  netted  D’Onofrio  an- 
other Pacific  Loon,  10  Dec  and  4 Jan.  The 
only  coastal  Pacific  Loon  was  one  seen  in  a 
large  loon  and  duck  flight  at  Cape  Charles, 
Northampton  13  Dec  (FSB).  Maryland  had  no 
reports  of  this  species.  A grand  flight  of  Com- 
mon Loons — 885 — passed  hawkwatchers  at 
Snicker’s  Gap,  on  the  line  between  Clarke  and 
Loudoun  3 Dec  (B.  Abrams,  J.  Boudreau);  in 
Maryland,  400-1-  passed  Monument  Knob  the 
same  day  (D.  Weesner).  A Western  Grebe 
was  studied  critically  in  the  Potomac  R.  off 
Washington’s  Birthplace,  VA  14  Jan  (p.a.;  C. 
Turner);  this  is  a Maryland  record.  Only  a 
dozen  Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported  Re- 
gionwide; and  aside  from  a single  at  Leaden- 
ham  Cr.,  Talbot,  MD  17  Dec  (D.  Curson, 
RFR),  the  only  Eared  Grebes  were  at  S.  Hol- 
ston  L.,  the  only  reliable  spot  in  the  Region 
for  this  w.  species.  A count  of  64  Pied-billed 
Grebes  at  Loch  Raven  Res.  27  Jan  (D.  Terry) 
was  heartening. 

A Manx  Shearwater  at  C.B.B.T.  14  Jan 
(BTa)  was  remarkably  only  the  2nd  sight  re- 
port for  this  well-watched  spot.  The  only  re- 
port of  Northern  Fulmar  came  from  a 25  Feb 
pelagic  trip  off  Ocean  City,  22  birds  total  (PG 
et  al.).  In  recent  years,  American  White  Peli- 
cans are  not  nearly  as  numerous  in  Virginia  as 
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in  Maryland;  one  was  at  Accotink  Bay  VA  26 
Nov-21  Dec,  then  at  nearby  Pohick  Cr.  31  Dec 
(fide  KG),  for  the  only  Virginia  report.  At 
Blackwater  N.W.R.,  it  was  tough  to  keep  track 
of  all  the  reports  of  the  species,  but  the  high 
count  during  the  season  was  31  on  14  Jan 
(HTA),  certainly  the  highest  Regional  count 
ever  and  mirrored  in  the  steadily  increasing 
numbers  that  winter  in  the  e.  Carolinas.  Sin- 
gles were  at  Ocean  City  and  Jug  Bay  in 
Dec-Jan  as  well.  Brown  Pelicans  and  Northern 
Gannets  continue  to  forage  farther  n.  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  than  historically,  sometimes 
in  large  numbers.  The  only  report  of  Cattle 
Egret  came  from  Blackwater  N.W.R.  25  Nov-9 
Dec  (D.  Burggraf).  Late  Green  Herons  were  at 
Leeds  Cr.  21  Dec  (L.  Roslund)  and  6 Feb  at 
Rigby’s  Folly  (E.  Armistead).  Two  Glossy  Ibis 
at  Deal  Island  W.M.A.  28  Dec  (C.  & L.  Mc- 
Coliough)  were  remarkable  rarities  for  the 
season.  A Wood  Stork  at  First  Landing  S.P., 
Virginia  Beach  19-23  Jan  (K.  & T.  Beatty, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  may  have  been  the  first  truly 
“twitchable”  one  in  the  state  in  over  20  years! 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ILCiDS 

A count  of  Bald  Eagles  of  between  134  and 
144  from  Cat  Cr.,  Richmond  22  Feb  (fide  S. 
Spencer)  was  remarkable  from  such  a small 
site.  Single  Ospreys  continue  to  haunt  the  Re- 
gion through  the  season,  though  there  is  a 
distinct  “lull”  in  records  in  Jan,  suggesting 
that  many  of  the  more  northerly  birds  clear 
out  by  the  end  of  Dec,  and  the  Feb  birds  are 
returnees.  However,  the  bays  around  Virginia 
Beach  have  at  least  a half-dozen  through  Jan 
in  most  recent  years.  Northern  Goshawks  re- 
main very  scarce;  a female  at  Mt.  Airy,  MD  ca. 
28-31  Jan  (G.  Bach- Watson)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  An  albino  Red-tailed  Hawk  n.  of 
Taneytown,  MD  25  Jan  (RFR,  D.  Terry)  sure- 
ly stood  out.  In  Virginia,  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  absent  except  in  their  strong- 
hold, Highland,  where  up  to  3 were  seen; 
Maryland  had  singles  at  Shorters  Wharf  27 
Dec  (F  Jacobsen)  and  at  Elliott  I.  exactly  a 
month  later  (HTA).  Virginia  Golden  Eagles 
away  from  Highland  (where  tracked  assidu- 
ously this  season  into  spring  and  summer  by 
local  birders)  were  numerous:  one  juv.  at 
Prince  William  landfill  10  Nov-17  Dec 
KG),  one  near  the  Dublin,  Pulaski  airport  on 
New  Year’s  Day  and  2 there  23  Feb  (C. 
Kessler),  2 in  e.  Russell  20  Jan  (R.  Mayhorn  et 
al),  and  a subad.  in  nw.  Rockbridge  23  Feb  (P. 
Cabe).  Maryland  held  at  least  11  Goldens,  in- 
cluding up  to  3 at  Blackwater  N.W.R.  through 
the  season.  Peregrines  and  Merlins  wintered 
in  typical  numbers  and  localities. 

The  only  Little  Gull  report  came  from 
Ocean  City  6 Jan  (KG  et  al).  A Black-headed 


Gull  at  Prince  Williatn  landfill  9-17  Dec  (tJK, 

m. ob.,  ph.)  was  locally  rare;  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  limited  to  that  location 
and  Fauquier  landfill;  none  was  reported 
coastally  in  Virginia.  Five  Iceland,  3 Glau- 
cous, and  2 Glaucous  x Herring  hybrids  in 
Maryland  was  likewise  at  or  below  par,  but  an 

ad.  Iceland,  a plumage  rarely  reported  in  the 
Region,  was  seen  at  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince 
George’s,  MD  22  Feb  (B.  Schaefer).  Ten  thou- 
sand Ring-billed  Gulls  near  Pickering  Creek  6 
Jan  (L.  Roslund)  made  the  only  concentration 
away  from  a landfill.  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  have  become  too  widespread  to  men- 
tion in  this  column.  Only  2 Black-legged  Kit- 
tiwakes  were  noted  on  the  22  Feb  pelagic  off 
Ocean  City  (PG  et  al).  Forster’s  Terns  hung 
on  in  Maryland  through  mid-  and  late  Dec, 
but  there  were  no  reports  after  28  Dec. 

A Yellow  Rail  was  caught  in  a mist-net,  but 
not  banded  or  photographed,  by  researchers 
working  on  marsh  sparrows  and  vwens  near 
Mockhorn  W.M.A.,  Northampton  30  Jan  (tE 
Smith).  This  furnishes  the  3rd  mid- win  ter  re- 
port of  the  species  for  the  Region.  A few  Com- 
mon Moorhens  made  it  into  Jan  in  Maryland, 
but  none  were  reported  after  the  C.B.C.  sea- 
son in  Virginia  (though  Northampton  surely 
had  several).  The  top  count  of  American  Coot 
came  from  Loch  Raven  Res.,  1500  on  24  Feb 
(D.  Terry).  Sandhill  Cranes  are  now  numer- 
ous enough  that  tracking  their  numbers  can 
be  difficult.  Maryland  had  reports  of  12  birds 
5 Dec-27  Jan,  though  some  of  these  may  rep- 
resent duplications;  Virginia  had  no  winter  re- 
ports at  all.  Shorebird  numbers  and  diversity 
did  not  make  for  much  copy  in  these  pages. 
Word  of  a few  late  (and  early?)  Spotted  Sand- 
pipers, not  unusual  in  warm  vnnters,  a few 
lingering  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  and  a few  winter- 
ing or  late  Red  Knots  and  Least  Sandpipers 
reached  the  editors,  but  nothing  more  exotic; 
a tale  of  a lone  Long-billed  Dowitcher  chased 
over  the  inlet  at  Ocean  City  by  a Northern 
Harrier  9 Dec  (Z.  Baer)  was  memorable. 

Representing  a new  Regional  high  count, 
3885  Dovekies  were  carefully  counted  on  the 
25  Feb  pelagic  trip  off  Ocean  City,  along  with 
24  Razorbills,  10  large  alcids,  and  a Common 
Murre.  To  put  the  Dovekie  count  in  context, 
this  is  almost  double  the  total  of  these  little 
auks  ever  recorded  in  Virginia  and  quintuple 
Maryland’s  previous  high  count!  Single 
Thick-billed  Murres  from  shore  were  noted  at 
Ocean  City  17  Feb-1  Mar  (J.  Elmer  et  al.)  and 
possibly  later.  A Razorbill  at  Ocean  City  3 Feb 
(J.  Green  et  al.)  was  the  only  one  reported 
from  shore. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at  the  usual 


sites  in  Virginia  and  also  seen  at  Hooper’s  I., 
MD:  one  through  11  Dec  (HTA)  and  2 there 
20  Dec-21  Jan  (RFR  et  al.).  Small  numbers  of 
Short-eared  Owls  were  reported  in  both 
states,  no  site  having  more  than  3 or  4,  and  2 
Long-eared  Owls  were  detected  in  Queen 
Anne’s,  MD  19  Dec  (D.  Gill).  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds have  become  annual  winter  resi- 
dents, mostly  at  feeders,  and  have  become  dif- 
ficult to  track,  as  many  are  not  reported. 
Maryland  typically  has  far  fewer  reports  than 
Virginia  of  the  species;  this  year,  one  was  near 
Silver  Spring  through  6 Dec  (S.  Long  et  al),  a 
female  near  Patapsco  was  banded  8 Dec,  one 
was  near  Frederick  through  5 Feb,  and  an- 
other was  banded  s.  of  Burtonsville  8 Dec  (all 
fide  RFR).  A female  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbird, flushed  by  a beagle  from  a thicket 
at  Cape  Charles  9-11  Dec  (acc.,  tESB  et  al.), 
remained  long  enough  to  be  photographed 
and  was  the  2nd  for  the  town  (the  first  was 
just  a block  away)  and  3rd  for  the  state. 
Recorded  perhaps  four  or  five  times  as  fre- 
quently in  winter  in  se.  Virginia,  a Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  was  banded  at  Vir- 
ginia Beach  20  Dec  (S.  Heath,  B.  Peterjohn). 
An  unidentified  hummer  was  at  Rigby’s  Folly, 
Talbot,  MD  13  Jan  (HTA). 

The  rarest  bird  of  the  season  was  surely  the 
Tropical  Kingbird  found  near  Widgeon,  Som- 
erset, MD  17  Dec  0-  & L.  Fry  et  al.)  through 
3 Jan  (m.ob.,  ph.).  A first  for  the  Region,  it 
has  some  precedent,  as  there  are  records  from 
North  Carolina.  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
on  Polk  Kellam’s  farm,  Northampton  was  a 
first  for  the  brand-new  Nassawadox  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (T.  Saunders,  G.  Tracy;  ph.  ESB);  a 
Myiarchus  near  Centreville,  MD  17  Dec  (D. 
Poet  et  al.)  was  likely  this  species.  Loggerhead 
Shrikes,  now  always  on  the  radar,  were  re- 
ported in  Russell,  Fauquier,  Shenandoah,  Albe- 
marle, Augusta,  and  Tazewell,  VA  20  Jaii-28 
Feb  but  not  in  Maryland.  Are  wintering  birds 
gone  from  the  s.  Piedmont  of  Virginia,  or  is 
the  area  just  woefully  underbirded?  Common 
Ravens  continue  to  inch  eastward,  with  sin- 
gles 9 & 17  Dec  at  the  Prince  William  landfill 
OK  et  al),  where  now  regular,  and  21  Jan  at 
Centreville,  Fairfax  (S.  Baron);  Maryland 
birds  get  closer  and  closer  to  the  D.C.  area  as 
well  (m.ob.).  A Pied  Crow  in  the  vicinity  of 
Brooklyn  Park,  Anne  Amndel  12  Dec-4  Feb 
(V  Burke,  B.  Sykes,  S.  Byrd  et  al.)  must  have 
made  a strange  sight.  The  only  out-of-place 
Black-capped  Chickadees  reported  were  2 at 
Rileys  Lock,  MD  27  Jan  Q-  Peters).  A Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatcher  was  the  prize  on  the  D.C. 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (P.  G.  Dumont).  A Wood 
Thrash  at  Phoenix,  MD  2 Dec  (K.  Jenkins) 
furnishes  one  of  very  few  Dec  records  for  the 
Region. 
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WARBLERS  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 

Lingering  warblers  were  nothing  to  write  home 
about  this  season.  Single  Nashville  Warblers 
tarried  at  Huntley  Meadows  County  Park,  Fair- 
fax, VA  2 Dec  (B.  Jesup)  and  wintered,  probably, 
at  L.  Smith,  Virginia  Beach  (seen  only  4 Feb;  K. 
& D.  Schroeder)  and  at  a feeder  in  Annapolis, 
MD  (seen  18  Jan;  C.  Wible);  C.B.C.  birds  were 
in  Somerset  27-31  Dec  (G.  L.  Armistead,  C. 
Vaughn)  and  West  Ocean  City  28  Dec  (M.  J.  Iliff 
et  ah).  A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
found  w.  of  Harrisonburg  in  Rockingham,  for  a 
rare  montane  record  7 Feb  (E.  Glick,  C. 
Mellinger);  another  was  rumored  around  Dam- 
ascus, MD  (T.  Lipe),  but  dates  were  not  report- 
ed. A Yellow-throated  Warbler  of  subspecies  al- 
bilora  (Sycamore  Warbler)  was  at  L.  Smith,  Vir- 
ginia Beach,  noted  at  least  8 Dec-4  Feb  (K.  61  D. 
Schroeder);  another  was  on  the  Fort  Belvoir 
C.B.C.  31  Dec  (fide  KG),  in  the  Prince  George’s, 
MD  sector.  An  Audubon’s  Warber  was  the 
rarest  of  the  parulid  lot,  found  16  Dec  at  Brook- 
lyn Park,  Anne  Anmdel  (p.a.,  M.  Schwartz,  P. 
Webb).  Reports  of  more  expected  species — a 
Black-and-white  Warbler,  3 Ovenbirds,  a Wil- 
son’s Warbler,  and  at  least  one  Yellow-breasted 
Chat — came  mostly  from  Maryland. 

Virginia’s  “Bird  of  the  Season”  award  goes  to 
the  state’s  hrst  Green-tailed  Towhee  in  ages, 
found  by  Bob  Perkins  (+)  in  his  Galax  yard  13 
Feb  and  shared  with  scores  of  birders  from  four 
states,  often  with  helpful  updates  and  in-fteld 
assistance  from  Glen  Eller;  it  was  last  observed 
1 May  (ph.,  m.ob.).  This  record  (acc.)  now 
moves  the  species  from  Category  2 to  Category 
1 , as  the  single  state  specimen  has  not  been  lo- 
cated. American  Tree  Sparrows  were  limited  to 
the  w.  and  n.  reaches  of  the  Region,  as  is  typi- 
cal. Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  not  found  in  Vir- 
ginia but  seen  in  hve  Maryland  locations,  9 
Dec-24  Feb.  Increasingly  difficult  to  find  win- 
tering in  the  Region,  Vesper  Sparrow  eluded 
searchers  on  the  Virginia  Eastern  Shore  and  s. 
Virginia  Beach,  its  last  winter  “strongholds”  in 
the  state  (where  counts  of  12  or  more  in  a day 
were  common  25  years  ago),  but  3 were  found 


along  Steel  Pond  Rd.,  Worcester,  MD  29  Dec 
(M.  Hoffman)  and  3 at  Oak  Grove,  Caroline, 
MD  14  Jan  (G.  Lovelace).  Results  of  a study  of 
wintering  site  fidelity  in  sharp-tailed  sparrows 
in  Northampton,  VA  will  be  published  by  the 
Center  for  Conservation  Biology  (F  Smith  et 
ah).  Stasz’s  decades-long  attention  to  this  com- 
plex has  borne  fruit  repeatedly,  including  29 
Dec  at  E.  A.  Vaughn  W.M.A.,  Worcester,  MD, 
where  he  found  6 Acadian  and  21  James  Bay 
(plus  six  unidentified  to  subspecies)  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows,  along  with  1 1 Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows.  No  other  counts  in  the 
Region  approached  these  numbers.  In  Mary- 
land, a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  found  along  Big 
Mill  Rd.,  Worcester  29  Dec  (M.  Hoffman),  and 
others  were  reported  at  Lilypons  31  Dec  in 
Boonsboro  for  most  of  Jan  (Voice  of  the  Natu- 
ralist). A Gambel's  White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  noted  at  Chesapeake  Farms,  MD  24  Feb 
(WE  et  al.);  another,  also  an  imm.,  was  near 
Worton,  MD  25  Feb.  Dark-eyed  J uncos  bearing 
some  resemblance  to  Pink-sided  Junco  (p.a.) 
were  at  Sandy  Point,  MD  31  Dec  (GS,  M.  Wat- 
son, D.  Mozurkewich)  and  Queenstown,  MD 
17  Feb  (D.  Poet).  A female  Oregon  Junco  spent 
19-24  Jan  at  Frostburg,  MD  (M.  Lutmerding). 
Lapland  Longspurs  were  limited  to  five  Virginia 
and  12  Maryland  areas,  all  expected  counts  and 
locations.  Three  Snow  Buntings  at  First  Land- 
ing S.P,  Virginia  Beach  17  Jan  (K.  Lipshy)  were 
the  only  ones  reported  in  e.  Virginia;  93  were 
scattered  among  eight  locations  in  e.  Maryland, 
15  Dec-27  Feb. 

Dickcissels  went  unreported  in  Virginia  but 
were  noted  twice  in  Maryland  on  C.B.C.s  at 
year’s  end.  An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  in 
Loudoun,  VA  16-25  Feb  (fide  ANS)  was  rare  for 
that  part  of  the  state,  likewise  a male  in 
Arnold,  Anne  Arundel,  MD  9 Dec  (T.  Hitter). 
The  only  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  noted  were  2 at 
reliable  Nokesville,  Prince  William  28  Jan  (R. 
Rieger,  KG);  2 males  were  also  at  Windmill  Pt., 
Charles,  MD  17-19  Dec  (G.  Jett,  G.  Brewer). 
Eight  wintering  Baltimore  Orioles  in  Virginia 
and  nine  in  Maryland  made  about  average  to- 
tals for  recent  years.  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 


missed  Virginia  but  dropped  into  Maryland 
near  Blackwater  N.W.R.  8 Dec  (J.  B.  Churchill, 
M.  Lutmerding),  near  Ewington,  Queen  Anne’s 
17  Dec  (D.  Gill),  both  ad.  males,  and  at  Rising 
Sun,  Cecil,  MD  from  late  Jan  through  at  least  3 
Feb — 3 birds,  including  an  ad.  male  (S.  Fogle- 
man  et  al).  Winter  finches?  Not  this  winter. 
An  eerie-looking  House  Sparrow  with  white 
eyes  was  noted  at  Columbia,  MD  15  Jan  0- 
Tveekrem). 

Contributors  (subregional/county  compilers 
in  boldface):  Bob  Abrams,  Henry  T.  Armistead, 
Elaine  Arnold,  Stan  Arnold,  Fred  Atwood  (e. 
Virginia),  Zach  Baer,  Scott  Baron,  Tyler  Bell, 
Michael  R.  Boatwright  (cen.  Virginia),  Arun 
Bose,  Joan  Boudreau,  David  Brinker,  Edward  S. 
Brinkley,  Carol  & Don  Broderick  (C&DB), 
Don  Burggraf,  Larry  Cartwright,  Joe  Coleman, 
David  Clark  (DCl),  Dave  Czaplak  (DCz),  Todd 
M.  Day,  Adam  D’Onofrio  (se.  Virginia), 
Samuel  H.  Dyke,  Glen  Eller,  Walter  Ellison, 
Kurt  Gaskill,  Paul  Guris,  Matt  Hafner,  Susan  A. 
Heath,  Robert  Hilton,  Hans  Holbrook,  Mark  L. 
Hoffman,  John  Hubbell,  Bill  Hubick,  George 
Jett,  Jay  Keller,  Glenn  Koppel,  Allen  Lamer, 
YuLee  Lamer  (Augusta,  VA),  Ellen  Lawler, 
Roger  & Linda  Mayhorn  (sw.  Virginia),  Sean 
McCandless,  Helen  Patton  (Montgomery,  MD), 
Bruce  Peterjohn,  Paul  Pisano,  Elizabeth  Pitney 
(Tri-County  Bird  Club,  MD),  Kyle  Rambo,  Jan 
Reese,  Robert  E Ringler,  Les  Roslund,  Fran  & 
Norm  Saunders  (N&FS),  Lydia  Schindler, 
Fletcher  Smith,  Gary  Smyle,  Jo  Solem  QSo) 
(Howard,  MD),John  Spahr  (JSp)  (w.  Virginia), 
James  L.  Stasz,  C.  Michael  Stinson  (s.-cen. 
Virginia),  Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Brenda  Tekin, 
Craig  Turner,  Bryan  D.  Watts,  Dave  Webb,  Bill 
Williams  (coastal  Virginia).  Many  others  who 
could  not  be  personally  acknowledged  also 
contributed  to  this  report;  all  have  our  thanks 
for  the  effort  and  interest.  O 


Todd  M.  Day,  5118  Beaver  Dam  Road 
Jeffersonton,  Virginia  22724,  (blkvulture@aol.com) 
Edward  S.  Brinkley,  106  Monroe  Avenue 
Cape  Charles,  Virginia  23310,  (ensifera@aoLcom) 
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Southern  Atlantic 


Ricky  Davis 


This  winter’s  weather  was  milder  than 
normal  in  the  first  half  and  closer  to 
normal  in  the  second  half.  Only  one 
period,  mid-January  to  mid-February,  experi- 
enced truly  cold  temperatures.  Frozen  precip- 
itation was  generally  lighter  than  usual  in 
most  parts  of  the  Region,  and  many  areas  re- 
ceived considerably  less  rainfall  than  average 
for  the  period.  Possibly  due  to  this  mild 
weather,  certain  birds  were  mentioned  as  be- 
ing more  common  or  less  common  than  usu- 
al. Many  areas  saw  increased  numbers  of  pud- 
dle ducks,  while  numbers  of  sea  ducks,  loons, 
gulls,  and  alcids  were  definitely  reduced. 
Some  passerines  such  as  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets,  Brown  Creepers,  thrushes,  and 
some  sparrows  were  mentioned  as  being  pres- 
ent in  higher- than-normal  numbers.  Also 
there  seemed  to  be  a wealth  of  lingering  or 
overwintering  passerines,  such  as  flycatchers, 
warblers,  and  a few  others.  Winter  finches 
however,  as  one  might  expect,  were  definitely 
present  in  the  Region  in  very  low  numbers. 

Abbreviations:  E.L.H.  (E.L.  Huie  Land  Appli- 
cation Facility,  Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Hunt- 
ington Beach  S.P.,  Georgetown,  SC);  Hoop. 
(Hooper  Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  L.  Matt.  (L. 
Mattamuskeet  N.W.R.,  Hyde,  NC);  Pea  I.  (Pea 
Island  N.W.R.,  Dare,  NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah 
Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Numbers  of  wintering  geese  were  down  slight- 
ly from  last  year,  but  all  three  states  had 
Greater  White-fronteds  again,  and  Ross’s 
Goose  reports  were  about  average.  The  most 
interesting  sightings  involved  2 Greater 
White-fronteds  at  L.  Townsend,  Guilford,  NC 
9 Feb+  (HLi,  m.ob.)  and  a Ross’s  at  Pee  Dee 
N.W.R.,  NC  28-30  Dec  (JB,  m.ob.),  both  rare 
and  unusual  at  those  locations.  Cackling 
Geese,  all  of  subspecies  hutchinsii,  were  found 
again,  now  that  observers  are  looking  for 
them.  Georgia  had  its  2nd  report  with  6 at 
Oxbow  Meadows  6-13  Jan  (WCh);  one  was 


again  at  L.  Matt.  11  Jan  (AG);  and  at  least  2-3 
were  at  the  Pungo  Unit  of  Pocosin  Lakes 
N.WR.,  NC  10  Dec-17  Feb  (RD,  SS,  DC,JPi, 
LG,  JL,  CD  et  al).  Puddle  duck  numbers  were 
up  this  year,  especially  at  some  coastal  sites. 
American  Wigeon,  Northern  Pintail,  and 
Green-winged  Teal  were  especially  numerous 
at  several  ne.  North  Carolina  sites.  North  Car- 
olina had  at  least  7 Eurasian  Wigeons,  while 
one  was  very  rare  in  Georgia  at  Jekyll  I.  2 Dec 
(fide  TM).  The  only  Cinnamon  Teal  was  at  Sa- 
vannah N.W.R.,  SC,  present  from  late  Nov  un- 
til at  least  20  Dec  (SBe  et  al).  Always  note- 
worthy, a Eurasian  Teal  was  a good  find  at  Al- 
ligator River  N.W.R.,  NC  27  Jan  (CBCl).  Div- 
ing ducks  were  about  average  in  abundance 
with  the  exception  of  the  large  flock  of  around 
8000  Redheads  at  Pea  1.  13  Jan  (JL).  Common 
Eiders  were  found  in  all  three  states,  with  the 
farthest  s.  being  in  the  Jekyll  I.-Gould’s  Inlet, 
GA  area  2 Dec  (fide  JS,  SB)  and  23  Feb  (SB). 
Harlequin  Ducks  made  news  this  winter  with 
an  imm.  male  at  Wrightsville  Beach,  NC  17 
Dec-16  Jan  (|So,  m.ob.),  a female  at  H.B.S.P 
19-21  Jan  (JSm,  m.ob.),  and  a male  inland  at 
L.  Brandt,  Guilford,  NC  17  Feb+  (HLi,  m.ob.). 
The  latter  bird  represented  the  first  document- 
ed occurrence  for  the  Piedmont  of  that  state. 
Georgia  had  all  three  scoters  inland,  most  un- 
usual for  any  season.  A Surf  was  at  Carters  L., 


Murray  7-8  Feb  (MM,  JSp),  a White-winged 
and  a Black  were  at  Bear  Cr.  Res.,  Jackson  un- 
til at  least  4 Feb  (MF,  m.ob.),  and  another 
Black  was  at  the  Dalton  W.T.P.,  Murray  16  Dec 
(SP  et  al.).  A few  reports  of  Common  Mer- 
ganser were  received,  with  the  most  interest- 


ing being  the  4 on  Southwire  L.,  Carrollton, 
GA  early  Jan+  (fide  TM). 

Loon  numbers  seemed  down  somewhat 
this  winter;  however,  Georgia  had  5 different 
inland  Red-throateds  and  the  only  Pacifies 
found  in  the  Region — singles  at  Tybee  I.  15 
Dec  (/icie  JFl)  and  11  Feb  (CL),  offshore  of 
Tybee  1.  14  Jan  (BZ  et  al),  on  the  Piedmont 
N.W.R.  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  TJ),  and  at  West 
Point  L.  Dam  17  Feb  (TM  et  al).  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  found  in  all  states,  and  the  far- 
thest s.  was  one  at  L.  Seminole,  GA  6-27  Dec 
(EB,  DM).  Eared  Grebes  were  present  at  the 
usual  locations  again  this  winter;  the  best  to- 
tal was  20  at  L.  Juliette,  Rum  Creek  W.M.A., 
GA  4 Dec  (EB,  DM).  Unusual  for  the  Region, 
2 different  Western  Grebes  were  found;  one 
in  the  L.  Walter  E George,  GA  dam  area  6 Dec 
(EB,  DM)  through  at  least  19  Feb  (CS  et  al.) 
and  one  at  L.  Norman,  NC  17  Dec  until  late 
Feb  (JWa  et  al).  The  Georgia  bird  provided 
only  the  2nd  or  3rd  report  for  that  state.  Also 
rare  for  that  state  were  3 Manx  Shearwaters 
photographed  off  Tybee  I.  14  Jan  (BZ  et  al.); 
this  species  is  usually  hard  to  find  in  Georgia 
waters,  as  it  normally  occurs  far  from  shore. 

American  White  Pelicans  continued  to  in- 
crease in  much  of  the  Region.  The  top  totals 
reported  included  697  on  the  ACE  Basin,  SC 
C.B.C.  31  Dec  (fide  PL)  and  467  on  the  Mc- 
Clellanville,  SC  C.B.C.  17  Dec 
(fide  ND).  The  110  counted  on 
the  Bodie-Pea  Island,  NC  C.B.C. 
28  Dec  (fide  PS)  was  very  note- 
worthy that  far  north.  Impressive 
for  a non-coastal  location,  160 
were  at  Bagby  S.P.,  L.  Walter  E 
George,  GA  2 Dec  OFl,  EH).  With 
numbers  like  these,  and  the  fact 
that  the  species  is  present  along 
the  s.  coastal  regions  practically 
year-round,  can  nesting  be  a pos- 
sibility in  the  near  future  for  our 
Region?  Anhingas  also  continue 
to  winter  in  increasing  numbers. 
The  farthest  n.  and  inland  were 
the  2 at  a pond  in  Halifax,  NC  24 
Dec-27  Jan  (ML,  FE).  Unusual 
reports  of  long-legged  waders  in- 
cluded a Least  Bittern  at  L.  War- 
ren, Hampton,  SC  12  Feb  OG),  a 
white-morph  Reddish  Egret  at  Ft. 
Fisher,  NC  31  Dec  (RD),  and  a 
Green  Heron  far  inland  on  the 
Greensboro,  NC  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(fide  HH).  Roseate  Spoonbills,  rare  in  winter 
in  the  Region,  were  present  in  good  numbers 
at  a few  sites.  Up  to  11  were  at  the  S.S.S.  un- 
til at  least  13  Jan  (SC),  and  13  were  found  on 
the  Cumberland  I.,  GA  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide 
SW).  Wood  Storks  also  wintered  farther  n. 


This  Manx  Shearwater,  sne  ef  three  found  off  ef  Tybee  Island,  Georgia  14  Jan- 
uary 2007,  provided  rare  documentation  for  that  state,  although  records 
from  adjacent  areas  of  ocean  would  seem  to  indicate  the  species  is  a regular 
migrant  and  perhaps  irregular  winterer  here.  Photograph  by  Dan  fkkers. 
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than  usual  in  North  Carolina,  with  highlights 
being  2-5  at  Greenfield  L.,  Wilmington  until 
at  least  9 Feb  (KK,  GM,  m.ob.),  one  s.  of  War- 
saw, Duplin  10  Jan  (BS),  one  at  the  Grimes- 
land  ponds,  Pitt  21-22  Jan  QW  et  al),  and  one 
at  the  Bald  Head  I.  golf  course  Jan-Feb  (fide 
JF);  another  second-hand  report  came  from 
Manteo,  Dare  in  mid-Jan  (fide  JL).  Black  Vul- 
tures made  news  this  winter  along  the  North 
Carolina  Outer  Banks:  one  was  on  the 
C.  Hatt.  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  PM),  2 
were  n.  of  there  at  Avon  27  Dec  (fide 
GA),  and  one  was  on  the  Bodie-Pea  Is- 
land C.B.C.  28  Dec  (GA).  This  species 
had  never  been  reported  on  the  Banks  be- 
fore! 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

There  were  3 Northern  Goshawks 
found  in  North  Carolina  this  winter, 
with  an  imm.  near  Chapel  Hill  10  Dec 
(DC),  an  ad.  at  Raleigh  16  Dec  (TS  et 
al.),  and  an  ad.  along  Canal  B road  at 
Pocosin  Lakes  N.W.R.  20  Jan 
(R&SBo).  Easily  the  most  unexpected 
wintering  bird  was  the  imm.  interme- 
diate/dark-morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  at 
Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  17  Dec+  (HL, 
m.ob.);  a Jan  record  from  coastal  Virginia  and 
a Dec  record  from  New  Jersey  are  the  only 
comparable  records  n.  of  Florida!  The  only 
non-Eastern  Red-taileds  mentioned  this  win- 
ter were  the  returning  light-morph  Western  in 
s.  Mutray,  GA  8 Dec  QSp)  and  a Krider’s  at 
Fite  Bend  Rd.,  Gordon,  GA  1 Jan  (AS  et  al.). 
Rough-legged  Hawks,  as  usual,  were  found 
only  in  North  Carolina  (3  different  birds), 
while  Golden  Eagles  were  noted  more  than 
usual,  with  reports  from  all  three  states. 

Always  noteworthy  are  sightings  of  Yellow 
Rails,  even  though  they  are  regular  winterers 
in  coastal  areas.  This  year,  3-6  were  present  at 
a wetlands  restoration  area  at  North  R.  Farms, 
Carteret,  NC  10  Dec-i-  Ok  et  al.),  and  one  was 
seen  on  the  Winyah  Bay,  SC  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
(fide  LG).  Good  sightings  of  the  elusive  Black 
Rail  included  2 at  the  Conway,  SC  W.T.P.  6 Dec 
OP  et  al.),  2 at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  17 
Dec  (EB,  MB),  one  inland  on  the  Santee 
N.W.R.,  SC  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide  RC),  and  one 
at  Jekyll  1.,  GA  22  Jan  (fide  KB).  American 
Coot  numbers  rebounded  nicely  from  the  past 
several  years  with  impressive  counts  of  13,855 
on  the  L.  Matt.  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  AB)  and 
9125  on  the  Bodie-Pea  Island,  NC  C.B.C.  28 
Dec  (fide  PS)  leading  the  way.  Sandhill  Crane 
reports  were  about  average  this  winter,  with 
the  most  interesting  being  the  4 that  were  near 
Swansboro,  Onslow,  NC  20  Jan-mid-Feb  (fide 
JF,  m.ob.).  Whooping  Crane  reports  this  win- 
ter involved  2 that  wintered  for  the  3rd  year  in 


a row  in  Colleton,  SC  (m.ob.)  and  5 seen  near 
St.  Simons  1.,  GA  26  Dec  (RWr).  All  of  these 
birds  are  part  of  the  ongoing  effort  to  establish 
a migratory  population  that  nests  in  Wiscon- 
sin and  winters  in  Florida. 

Wilson’s  Plovers  are  local  but  regular  win- 
tering birds  in  small  numbers  along  the  Re- 
gion’s coast.  Thus  of  interest  was  the  impres- 
sive total  of  44  on  the  St.  Catherine’s  L,  GA 


the  L.  Matt,  causeway  17-22  Feb  (CD  et  al.). 
White-winged  gulls  were  practically  absent 
from  the  Region  this  winter;  a first-winter 
Glaucous  at  Conway,  SC  3-9  Jan  (CH,  jP)  and 
an  ad.  Iceland  at  Kill  Devil  Hills,  NC  28  Jan 
QPi  et  al.)  were  the  only  exceptions.  A Great 
Skua  was  found  off  Hatteras,  NC  10  Feb 
(BPI),  and  Pomarine  and  Parasitic  Jaegers 
were  seen  from  shore  in  the  usual  small  num- 
bers (three  sightings  of  each).  The  only 
alcid  reported  this  winter  was  the  ex- 
pected Razorbill.  The  best  reports  in- 
cluded 65-1-  off  Hatteras,  NC  10  Feb 
(BPI)  and  15  off  Cumberland  I.,  GA  26 
Jan  (fide  KB).  Smaller  numbers  were 
reported  from  a few  coastal  sites  in  the 
Carolinas. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

White-winged  Doves  were  once  again 
reported  from  all  three  states.  The  far- 
thest n.  was  at  a feeder  in  Wilmington, 
NC  23  Dec  (BJ).  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves  were  reported  as  continuing  in 
their  usual  spots  with  no  signs  of  de- 
creasing numbers.  Short-eared  Owls 
were  mentioned  from  the  usual  loca- 
tions but  in  somewhat  reduced  numbers  this 
winter.  Locally  rare  was  the  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  heard  near  Vance,  Orangeburg,  SC 
on  the  Santee  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (RC,  CE).  Two 
unidentified  nighthawks  were  found  this  win- 
ter: at  Aiken  Bay,  Aiken,  SC  23  Dec  (LS  et  al.) 
and  in  Conway,  SC  28  Dec  (CH).  As  has  been 
mentioned  before,  Lesser  Nighthawk  is  prob- 
ably the  most  likely  species  to  be  found  in  the 
Region  in  winter.  Single  Chuck-will’s-widows, 
very  rare  in  winter,  were  found  on  the  Litch- 
field-Pawleys  Island,  SC  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (CH 
et  al.)  and  near  Wando,  Berkeley,  SC  13  Jan 
(]Be  et  al.).  The  more  expected  Whip-poor- 
will  was  found  four  times,  with  the  most 
northerly  being  one  found  dead  in  Glouces- 
ter, Carteret,  NC  11  Feb  (fideJF). 

Hummingbirds  were  present  in  good  num- 
bers again  this  winter.  Ruby-throateds  contin- 
ued to  winter  along  the  immediate  coast  in 
North  Carolina,  with  the  best  count  being  an 
amazing  25  on  the  Kitty  Hawk  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(fide]L).  There  were  at  least  4 Black-chinneds 
found  in  coastal  South  Carolina  this  winter, 
and  at  least  4 Calliopes  were  present  at  three 
sites  from  Georgia  to  South  Carolina.  The 
rarest  hummingbird  was  easily  the  female 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  Mableton, 
Cobb,  GA  19  Dec-13  Jan  (RT,  JFl,  EH),  pro- 
viding the  7th  record  for  that  state. 

Flycatchers  provided  a great  deal  of  excite- 
ment in  the  Region  this  winter.  North  Caroli- 
na hosted  its  5th  Say’s  Phoebe  at  the  O’Berry 
Center,  Wayne  9 jan-i-  (MB,  m.ob.)  and  its  4th 


This  adult  Little  Gull,  found  off  Savannah,  Georgia  1 1 February  2007,  was  only 
the  fourth  to  be  documented  in  that  state.  Photograph  by  Pierre  Howard. 

C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  EU).  Much  rarer  in  winter 
is  Black-necked  Stilt.  This  year,  one  was  at  the 
S.S.S.  until  at  least  17  Feb  (SC),  and  the  im- 
pressive count  of  15  on  a pond  in  Yemassee, 

SC  26  Feb  (GN)  probably  represented  mostly 
early  spring  migrants.  Rare  away  from  the 
coast,  especially  in  winter,  was  the  Willet  at  L. 
Juliette,  GA  4 Dec  (EB,  DM).  This  bird  was 
most  likely  a very  late  fall  migrant.  Long- 
billed Curlew  numbers  were  down  somewhat 
this  year,  being  found  at  only  the  usual  win- 
tering sites.  Stilt  Sandpipers  apparently  did 
not  winter  at  the  S.S.S.  this  year,  with  only  3 
lingering  until  30  Dec  (SC).  Quite  rare  inland 
in  winter  were  2 Short-billed  Dowitchers 
found  on  the  Macon,  GA  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide 
MA).  The  best  offshore  count  of  Red 
Phalarope  was  285  off  Hatteras,  NC  10  Feb 
(BPI).  Gulls  seemed  to  be  down  somewhat 
this  winter,  with  the  exception  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull,  which  continues  to  in- 
crease in  the  Region.  The  best  counts  this 
winter  included  27  on  the  Kitty  Hawk,  NC 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (jideJL)  and  an  impressive  to- 
tal of  52  at  Tybee  I.,  GA  17  Dec  (EB.  MB). 

Only  one  Little  Gull  was  reported,  that  being 
Georgia’s  4th,  found  off  of  Savannah  1 1 Feb 
(RW  et  al).  This  is  the  first  winter  in  many 
years  that  none  were  seen  in  North  Carolina! 
Black-headed  Gull  reports  involved  one  on 
the  Litchfield-Pawleys  Island,  SC  C.B.C.  29 
Dec  (PN  et  al),  the  returning  ad.  being  seen 
sporadically  at  the  L.  Matt,  causeway  29 
Dec-Feb  Ok  et  al-),  and  a first-winter  bird  at 
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Vermilion  Flycatcher,  a female  at  Bettie, 
Carteret,  17  Dec-4  Feb  (AB,  m.ob.).  The  lat- 
ter bird  provided  that  state  with  its  first  record 
of  a wintering  Vermilion.  Elsewhere,  the  Eu- 
faula  N.W.R.,  GA  Vermilion  Flycatcher  re- 
turned for  another  winter  15  Dec+  (fide  SPt, 
m.ob,).  And  there  were  4 Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers reported  this  winter!  One  was  near 
Newton,  Baker,  GA  16  Dec  (fide  AA),  one 
near  Newport,  Carteret,  NC  17  Dec  (DA),  one 
at  Alligator  River  N.W.R., 

NC  1 Jan  (RD  et  al.),  and 
one  at  North  R.  Farms, 

Carteret,  NC  7 Jan  OF  et 
al.).  The  number  of  West- 
ern Kingbirds  reported  was 
definitely  up  this  winter, 
possibly  representing  the 
most  ever  found  in  the  Re- 
gion during  a season:  North 
Carolina  had  4,  South  Car- 
olina had  3,  and  Georgia 
had  at  least  10  individuals! 

Common  Ravens  contin- 
ued to  be  found  in  cen.  and 
e.  North  Carolina,  with  4 
on  the  Chapel  Hill  C.B.C. 

24  Dec  (fide  WCo),  2 on  the 
Falls  Lake  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (fide 
BB),  and  one  at  Greenville 
30-31  Dec  (VP,  PW).  The 
most  unexpected  swallows 
of  the  season  were  the  sin- 
gle Northern  Rough- 
wingeds  found  on  the 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  C.B.C.  24  Dec  (DC)  and  at 
Carters  L.,  GA  1-2  Jan  (AS  et  al.,  KB)  and  the 
Bam  Swallow  on  the  Augusta,  GA  C.B.C.  16 
Dec  (fide  AW).  Numbers  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  wintering  in  the  Region  were 
down  considerably  this  year,  while  numbers 
of  Brown  Creepers  and  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  were  up.  Observers  from  across  the 
three  states  mentioned  good  numbers  of 
kinglets  especially.  They  also  reported  good 
numbers  of  American  Robins  and  Hermit 
Thrushes  at  many  locations  in  the  Region. 
Cedar  Waxwings,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
scarce  in  many  areas. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  lingering  Tennessee  Warblers  were  noted 
this  winter:  one  at  Mills  R.,  Henderson,  NC  2 
Dec  (MW)  and  one  at  the  E.L.H.  22  Dec  (CL). 
Also  rare  in  winter  were  single  Northern 
Parulas  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  15  Dec  (fide 
SPt)  and  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  31  Jan  0L).  The 
number  of  Yellow  Warblers  found  this  winter 
was  truly  unprecedented  for  the  season.  One 
was  on  the  Sun  City-Okatie,  SC  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (fide  HC),  3 were  on  the  Pettigrew  S.E, 


NC  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  LW),  and  5 were  on 
the  L.  Matt.  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (JL).  Several  of  the 
latter  birds  were  still  present  as  late  as  14  Jan 
(SS).  A Cape  May  Warbler  was  a good  find  on 
the  Duke  University  campus,  Durham,  NC  9- 
10  Feb  (TG,  CRf  et  al.),  as  was  a Black-throat- 
ed Blue  Warbler  at  the  same  spot  10  Feb  (CRf 
et  al).  Another  Black-throated  Blue  was  a sur- 
prise at  Table  Rock  S.E,  SC  6 Jan  (PSe),  pro- 
viding a most  unusual  mt.  sighting  for  the 


winter  season.  Other  very  rare  and  unusual 
winter  warblers  reported  were  an  American 
Redstart  at  Duluth,  GA  8-10  Dec  (fide  JFl) 
and  a Worm-eating  Warbler  on  the  Wilming- 
ton, NC  C.B.C.  30  Jan  (JR).  The  latter  bird 
was  seen  well  at  close  range  and  provided 
only  the  3rd  winter  report  for  that  state. 
Ovenbirds  are  known  to  winter  sparingly  at  a 
few  coastal  locations  but  are  rare  inland  in 
winter;  thus  of  note  was  the  one  inland  on  the 
Congaree  Swamp,  SC  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide 
JGr).  Another  warbler  found  more  than  usual 
for  the  winter  season  was  Northern  Wa- 
terthrush.  There  were  seven  reports,  coming 
from  all  three  states,  and  the  best  total  was  the 
4 on  the  Savannah,  GA  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide 
SC).  Other  regularly  wintering  warblers 
found  in  better-than-average  numbers  includ- 
ed Wilson’s  Warbler  with  six  reports  and  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  with  eight  reports. 

Always  rare  in  the  Region  during  winter,  a 
Summer  Tanager  frequented  a feeder  in 
Gloucester,  Carteret,  NC  21  Jan+  (fide  JF). 
And  Western  Tanagers  were  again  found  in  all 
three  states  with  7 in  North  Carolina,  2 in 
South  Carolina,  and  2 in  Georgia.  Has  this 


species  increased  as  a wintering  species  in  the 
past  10  years,  or  does  the  increased  monitor- 
ing of  feeding  stations  account  for  the  upward 
trend?  Bachman’s  Sparrows  are  known  to 
winter  in  pinewoods  each  year  but  are  very 
tough  to  observe  due  to  their  secretive  nature. 
Two  in  a new  area  of  Croatan  N.E,  Carteret, 
NC  7 & 17  Dec  QF),  3 on  the  Cumberland  Is- 
land, GA  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  SW),  and  3 at 
Camp  Lejeune,  Onslow,  NC  3 Jan  OF  et  al.) 

were  thus  of  note.  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  sightings  in- 
cluded one  at  Myrtle  Beach, 
SC  9 Dec  (KF),  2 at  North 
R.  Farms,  NC  10-17  Dec 
QF  et  al),  and  one  at  a 
feeder  in  Marshville,  Union, 
NC  11  Feb  QSo).  Lark 
Sparrows  found  this  winter 
included  3 in  the  Morehead 
city,  NC  area  17  Dec-i-  (SCo, 
JF  et  al.)  and  one  at  Brick 
House  Rd.,  Edisto  I.,  SC  14 
Jan  (ND).  Grasshopper 
Sparrow  reports  involved 
one  at  North  R.  Farms,  NC 
3 & 17  Dec  OF  et  al.),  one 
on  the  McClellanville,  SC 
C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  ND), 
and  3 on  the  Santee  N.W.R., 
SC  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (ND  et 
al.).  Henslow’s  Sparrows 
were  detected  in  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia,  "with  the 
best  counts  being  3 on  the 
Sapelo  Island,  GA  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide  WD),  2 
on  the  Okefenokee  N.W.R.,  GA  C.B.C.  29  Dec 
(fide  SW),  and  2 on  the  Santee  N.W.R.,  SC 
C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide  RC).  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
were  found  in  all  three  states,  highlighted  by 
5-6  present  all  winter  at  North  R.  Farm.s,  NC 
OF  et  al),  5 on  the  Santee  N.W.R.,  SC  C.B.C. 
30  Dec  (ND  et  al.),  and  4 at  Eufaula  N.W.R., 
GA  4 Feb  (BZ  et  al).  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  re- 
ports also  spread  across  the  Region,  with  the 
best  count  being  of  2 on  the  Falls  L.,  NC 
C.B.C.  3 Jan  (BB  et  al.).  Lapland  Longspurs, 
always  noteworthy  in  the  Region,  were  seen 
on  the  Southern  Pines,  NC  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (2; 
BSo),  on  the  Congaree  Swamp,  SC  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (one;  Jide  JGr),  on  the  Santee  N.W.R.,  SC 
C.B.C.  30  Dec  (one;  RC,  CE),  and  in  the  Red 
Hill  area  of  n.  Edgecombe,  NC  21  Jan-18  Feb 
(2;  RD.  DH). 

A rare  winter  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was 
at  a feeder  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  14  Dec-Jan 
(SM).  Single  Indigo  Buntings  were  at  the  But- 
ner  Game  Lands,  Durham,  NC  17  Dec  (NB  et 
al.)  and  at  Santee  N.W.R.,  SC  6 Jan  (MMo), 
while  Painted  Bunting  reports  came  from  all 
three  states,  with  the  farthest  inland  being 


This  Yellstf  Warbler  was  one  office  different  individuais  found  on  the  causeway  at  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  North 
Carolina  during  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  there  29  December  2006.  This  species  has  been  known  to  winter  at 
that  site  but  not  in  such  numbers.  Photomph  by  Jeff  Lewis. 
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This  Summer  Tanager  frequented  a feeder  in  Gloucester,  Carteret  County,  North  Carolina  from  mid-January  (here  21  January) 
2007  until  the  spring  season.  Photograph  by  John  0.  Fussell. 


This  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  in  a Manteo,  North  Carolina  yard  from  14  (here  23)  December  2006  into  January  2007.  Lin- 
gering and  wintering  grosbeaks  have  become  almost  an  annual  occurrence  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Region.  Photograph  by 
Skip  Morgan. 


one  on  the  Pec  Dee  Area,  SC  C.B.C.  17  Dec 
(fide  CC).  The  farthest  n.  was  at  a Roanoke  1.. 
NC  yard  12Jan-r  (JL).  Only  one  Yellow-head- 
ed Blackbird  was  reported,  that  being  a male 
at  the  Pungo  Unit  of  Pocosin  Lakes  N.W.R., 
NC  4 Feb  (LG).  Rusty  Blackbird  numbers 
seemed  to  be  on  a par  with  recent  past  winter 
seasons.  A count  of  1000  at  Augusta,  GA  9 
Dec  (fide  TM)  was  encouraging  for  this  de- 
clining species.  The  most  interesting  Brewer’s 


Blackbird  reports  involved  2 on  the  Santee 
N.W.R.,  SC  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide  RC)  and  one 
at  Tanglewood  Park,  Forsyth,  NC  30  Dec  (fide 
PD).  Two  Boat-tailed  Crackles  on  the  Petti- 
grew S.P.,  NC  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  LW)  added 
to  the  sightings  of  that  species  in  an  area  away 
from  the  usual  coastal  range.  South  Carolina 
had  several  rare  orioles  this  winter.  Extreme- 
ly rare  and  unusual  at  this  season  were  2 Or- 
chard Orioles,  both  ad.  males:  one  on  the 


Hilton  Head  Island  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  NL), 
the  other  at  a feeder  in  Sumter  30  Jan  (ED). 
Not  as  rare  but  still  noteworthy  was  the  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  found  on  the  Clemson  C.B.C.  16 
Dec  (fide  DL).  Georgia  had  2 Bullock’s  this 
winter:  the  male  returning  to  the  same  pecan 
orchard  as  last  year  near  Statesboro,  Bulloch 
27  Dec-3  Feb  (JPa,  BZ  et  al.)  and  another 
male  at  a feeder  in  Dublin  17-23  Feb  QF!,  EH, 
LyW  et  al). 

Winter  finches  were  dehnitely  in  short  sup- 
ply across  the  Region  as  compared  to  last  year. 
Red  Crossbill  sightings,  always  noteworthy, 
involved  6 at  Maggie  Valley,  Haywood,  NC  30 
Dec  (WF  et  al.),  one  at  Flowery  Branch,  Hall, 
GA  18  Jan  (fide  KB),  one  at  Salacoa  Creek 
Park,  Gordon,  GA  20  Jan  OSp),  and  2 at 
Carters  L.,  Murray,  GA  8 Feb  QSp). 
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Lynch,  Greg  Massey,  Max  Medley,  Darlene 
Moore,  Pat  Moore,  Terry  Moore,  Skip  Morgan, 
Matthew  Moskwik  (MMo),  Gretchen  Nareff, 
Perry  Nugent,  Sandy  Pangle,  Veronica  Pante- 
lidis,  John  Parrish  OPa).  Sam  Pate  (SPt),  Brian 
Patteson,  Inc.  (BPI),  Jack  Peachey,  Jeff  Pippen 
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(PSe),  Jeff  Sewell,  Steve  Shultz,  Ted  Simons, 
Jon  Smith  OSm),  Bruce  Smithson,  Bruce  Sor- 
rie  (BSo),  Josh  Southern  OSo),  Joshua  Spence 
QSp),  Lois  Stacey,  Ann  Stewart,  Paul  Sykes, 
Rusty  Trump,  Emil  K.  Urban,  Judy  Walker 
(JWa),  Anne  Waters,  Marilyn  Westphal,  Lisa 
Williams,  Lynda  Williams  (LyW),  Sheila 
Williams,  John  Wright,  Paula  Wright,  Russ 
Wright  (RWr),  Bob  Zaremba.  O 
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The  season  was  rather  mild,  with  barely 
freezing  temperatures  reaching  south 
to  Lake  Okeechobee  twice,  causing 
topical  damage  to  vegetation  in  outlying  areas 
from  Orlando  southward.  The  drought  in  the 
peninsula  continued,  with  a cumulative  half- 
meter precipitation  deficit  in  some  portions  of 
the  central  and  southern  regions  since  2005. 
The  kinglet  invasion  that  began  in  the  fall 
continued,  and  countless  flocks  of  American 
Robins  and  Cedar  Waxwings  reached  well 
into  southern  Florida.  State  rarities  included 
Thayer’s  Gull,  Dovekie,  Hammond’s  Flycatch- 
er, Horned  Lark,  Mountain  Bluebird,  and 
Western  Meadowlark.  Given  that  up  to  12% 
of  Florida’s  30,000+  Mottled  Ducks  are  be- 
lieved to  be  hybrids  with  Mallard 
(<http://www.myfwc.com/duck/Mottled/thep 
roblem.htm>),  the  Florida  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Conservation  Commission  announced  that  it 
will  step  up  its  efforts  to  control  Florida’s  fer- 
al Mallard  population.  In  addition,  the  Com- 
mission will  be  initiating  a study  of  Smooth- 
billed Ani,  an  endangered  species  in  its  limit- 
ed United  States  range  but  one  that  has 
heretofore  received  little  attention. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  EO.S.R.C.  (Flori- 
da Ornithological  Society  Records  Commit- 
tee); report  (any  observation);  record  (only 
those  reports  verifiable  from  photograph, 
videotape,  or  specimen  evidence);  UF  (Flori- 
da State  Museum). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CARACARA 

Breeding  throughout  much  of  the  peninsula, 
458  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  n.  at 
Gainesville,  Alachua  (C.B.C.  data).  In  con- 
trast, the  greatest  concentration  of  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks,  a species  that  outnumbered 


Black-bellieds  a decade  ago,  was 
about  150  in  Hendry  (M.  Eng- 
land). Geese  were  rare  through- 
out. The  only  Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  was  at  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.,  Wakulla  16  Dec  (C.B.C). 
Snow  Geese  were  in  Leon  (one; 
Glenda  Simmons),  Hernando  (up 
to  4;  A&BH  et  al.),  Volusia  (6; 
C.B.C.),  and  s.  Brevard  (one; 
C.B.C.).  Rarely  reported  inland  or 
Gulfside,  a Brant  at  Gainesville 
29  Dec  (AK),  was  likely  the  same 
imm.  as  seen  at  at  Ft.  Island  Gulf 
Beach,  Citrus  2-22  Jan  (m.ob.). 
Mallard  x Mottled  Duck  hybrids 
were  in  Hamilton  (C.B.C.),  Or- 
ange (BHA,  RD),  Brevard  (DF), 
Pinellas  (C.B.C.),  Martin 
(C.B.C.),  Lee  (CE),  Collier  (DSu),  Palm  Beach 
(Robin  Statfeld),  and  Pasco/Hemando  (200; 
C.B.C.).  Cinnamon  Teal  were  in  Polk  (one; 
RM,  DR),  and  in  Brevard  (2),  as  was  one  Blue- 
winged Teal  X Cinnamon  Teal  hybrid  (m.ob.). 
For  the  3rd  consecutive  year,  a Eurasian  Teal 
was  found  in  Florida,  with  one  at  St.  Marks  6 
Jan  (joH  et  al).  The  first  Greater  Scaup  to  be 
verified  in  the  s.  peninsula  was  at  Eco  Pond, 
E.N.P.,  Monroe  30  Dec-13  Jan  (ph.  LM, 
m.ob.).  Up  to  2 Common  Ei- 
ders were  in  St.  Johns  16  Dec 
and  3-4  Feb  (m.ob.),  with  sin- 
gles in  Nassau  9 Dec  (RoS)  and 
Volusia  23  Dec  (MBr).  The 
three  scoter  species  appeared 
on  both  coasts;  the  rarest. 
White-winged,  was  in  Franklin 
(one;  AB,  JM),  Volusia  (up  to 
one;  MBr),  and  Brevard  (one; 

C.B.C.).  Surf  Scoters  were  s.  to 
Levy  (2;  C.B.C.)  and  Brevard 
(up  to  2;  Mitchell  Harris,  DF), 
whereas  Black  Scoters  were  s. 
to  Brevard  (fide  DF)  and  Pasco 
(one;  BAh,  AB  et  al.).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  included  singles 
in  Wakulla  (AB,  AW)  and  Bre- 
vard (fide  DF),  with  3 in  St. 

Johns  (ph.  BW,  BR).  Rare  were  3 
Buffleheads  inland  at  Lake 
Apopka  North  Shore  Restoration  Area,  Or- 
ange 19  Dec  (BHA,  DR)  and  12  far  s.  in  Mia- 
mi-Dade  8 Jan  (RT).  A Common  Goldeneye 
was  again  s.  at  Tangerine,  Orange;  this  year 
brought  an  imm.  male  (BHA,  DR).  The 
Masked  Duck  discovered  in  the  fall  at  Viera 
Wetlands,  Brevard  continued  through  29  Dec 
and  was  joined  by  another  12-19  Dec  (DF). 

Red-throated  Loons  were  in  Gulf  (one; 
C.B.C.),  Franklin  (up  to  8;  m.ob.).  Citrus 
(one;  MG),  St.  Johns  (2;  C.B.C.),  Volusia  (at 


least  one;  MBr),  and  Brevard  (at  least  one; 
BHA  et  al.,  ph.  CG).  The  only  Pacific  Loon 
was  one  in  Brevard  16-20  Dec  (CG  et  al.).  A 
Red-necked  Grebe  at  Destin,  Okaloosa  4 Feb 
(Charles  Saleeby)  was  the  8th  for  the  w.  pan- 
handle (BD).  One  Eared  Grebe  overwintered 
.in  Palm  Beach  (m.ob.),  while  2 in  Okaloosa 
since  fall  remained  until  18  Dec  (BD  et  al). 
Other  Eareds  included  singles  in  Manatee  10 
Dec-24  Dec  QP,  JD),  s.  Brevard  30  Dec 
(C.B.C.),  and  Volusia  25-27  Feb  (MBr,  MW). 
The  only  boobies  were  at  Dry  Tortugas  N.P., 
Monroe:  10  Masked,  15  Brown,  and  one  Red- 
footed Booby  3 Jan  (Sonny  Bass,  Stuart 
Pimm).  Inland,  Brown  Pelicans  were  in  Or- 
ange (at  least  one;  HR,  Andrew  Boyle,  CP) 
and  Polk  (up  to  3;  TP,  PT).  Surprising  were 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  in  numbers  far  n.  in 
Indian  River  6 Jan  (26;  Nancy  Soucy)  and 
Martin  30  Dec  (38;  C.B.C.);  farther  n.  was  one 
in  Taylor/Dixie  5 Jan  (one;  RoS).  Two  White- 
faced Ibis  were  at  St.  Marks  11  &15  Jan  (AW, 
AB  et  al.),  and  one  was  at  Lake  Apopka  24  Jan 
(HR).  Since  Hurricane  Wilma  devastated 
Everglades  N.P.  in  Oct  2005,  the  Greater 
Flamingo  flock  has  been  absent,  with  only  an 
occasional  individual  being  reported,  as  was 
the  case  in  late  Dec  (C.B.C.). 

The  earliest  reports  of  migrating  Swallow- 


tailed Kites  and  Short-tailed  Hawks  came 
from  Flagler  8 Feb  (Lenore  McCullagh)  and 
Pasco  1 Feb  (KT),  respectively.  Two  Short- 
taileds  carried  nesting  material  in  Hillsbor- 
ough 11  Feb  (Mauri  Peterson).  Rare,  White- 
tailed Kites  were  reported  alone  in  Brevard 
(fide  TDu,  DF),  Osceola  (BHA,  RM),  Hardee 
(Barbara  Singer  et  al),  and  Miami-Dade  (AB, 
LM),  with  2 each  in  Okeechobee  (PMi)  and 
Palm  Beach  (BH,  MBe  et  al.).  A Mississippi 
Kite  at  Lake  Woodruff  N.W.R.,  Volirsia  27  Jan 


The  Masked  Duck  to  the  right,  present  from  fall  through  29  December  2006  at 
Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  County,  Florida,  was  joined  by  the  second  Masked  Duck 
12  (here)  through  19  December  2006.  Photograph  by J.  WilliamMarr. 
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For  the  second  consecutive  year,  a Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  verified  in  Florida,  where  a few  likely  winter  annually.  Pho- 
tographed at  Merritt  Island  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Brevard  County  on  26  January  2007,  this  was  a first  for  the  central  re- 
gion. Photograph  by  Kevin  Karlson. 


(MW,  Diane  Reed  et  al.)  was  early.  Broad- 
winged Hawks  wintered  n.  to  Brevard  (at  least 
2;  DF,  C.B.C.)  and  Pmellas  (2;  C.B.C.).  A 
Swainsons  Hawk  was  early  in  Hillsborough  25 
Jan  (Bob  Landry).  Single  Golden  Eagles  were 
in  s.  Brevard  (LoM),  Orange  10  Jan  and  4 Feb 
(HR),  and  Baker  10  Feb  (L&RoS).  At  new 
sites  near  the  n.  extreme  of  their  range,  Crest- 
ed Caracaras  were  in  Orange,  at  Lake  Apopka 
(HR),  at  Hal  Scott  Preserve  (BAh),  and  in 
Seminole,  where  at  Chuluota,  a pair  was  nest 
building  on  1 Jan  (LoM,  CP).  A caracara  at 
Florida  Panther  N.W.R.,  Collier  19  Dec  (DSu) 
was  s.  of  the  species’  usual  range. 

RAILS  THROUGH  D0¥EKIE 

Single  Yellow  Rails  were  at  Hole-in-the- 
Donut,  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  2 Jan 
(Mark  Davis)  and  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Pre- 
serve S.P.,  Okeechobee  20  Feb  (DS).  Lone 
American  Golden-Plovers  visited  Lake  Apop- 
ka 17,  27,  & 29  Dec  and  28  Feb  (HR)  and 
near  Brooksville,  Hernando  16  Dec-8  Jan 
(Alex  Aycrigg,  MG  et  al.).  Rare  on  the  e.  coast, 
a Snowy  Plover  was  found  in  Duval  17  Dec 
(K.  Dailey),  for  the  5th  year.  Up  to  44  and  42 
Piping  Plovers  wintered  in  Duval  (C.B.C.)  and 
Miami-Dade  (RD),  respectively.  Black-necked 
Stilts  wintered  n.  to  Seminole  and  Orange 
(C.B.C.s);  10  stilts  on  C.B.C.s  in  Wakulla  and 
St.  Johns  16  Dec  were  late.  Single  Solitary 
Sandpipers  were  in  Pasco  (KT)  and  West  Palm 
30  Dec  (C.B.C.)  and  in  Martin  31  Dec 
(C.B.C.).  A Willet  inland  at  Viera  28  Jan  (fide 
DF)  was  rare,  as  was  a Long-billed  Curlew  at 
L.  Kissimmee,  Osceola  24  Jan,  the  first  docu- 
mented in  Florida’s  interior  (ph.  Terry  Dono- 
van). Other  Long-billeds  were  coastal  in  Gulf 


27  Dec  (one;  C.B.C.),  Franklin  14  Jan  (one, 
possibly  the  Giil/bird;  JM),  and  Levy  28  Dec 
and  13  Feb  (up  to  2;  DH  et  al).  For  a 2nd 
year,  at  least  one  Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
was  verified;  Kevin  Karlson  photographed 
one  at  Merritt  1.  26  Jan.  Purple  Sandpipers 
were  scarce  this  season  on  Atlantic  jetties  s.  to 


Dec  (AK  et  al.),  while  up  to  4 were  at  Cutler 
Ridge,  Miami-Dade  23  Dec  (C.B.C.)  and  4 & 
20  Jan  (AB,  RT).  An  Iceland  Gull  was  at  Volu- 
sia landfill  11  Jan  (BW),  and  another  was  at 
Perdido  landfill,  Escambia  13  Jan-17  Feb  (ph. 
Laura  Catterton,  m.ob.),  the  11th  accepted 
for  Florida  (FO.S.R.C.).  In  nearby  Santa  Rosa, 
a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  discovered  16 
Dec  (fide  BD);  rare  in  the  panhandle,  their 
numbers  have  continued  to  increase  in  the 
peninsula,  with  27  on  the  upper  keys  15  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  20  at  Stock  L,  Monroe  3 Jan 
(CG).  Up  to  3 apparent  Herring  Gull  x Glau- 
cous Gull  hybrids  and  one  Glaucous  Gull 
were  at  the  Volusia  landfill  13  Jan-t-  (M'W,  ph. 
LA  et  al.)  Other  lone  Glaucous  were  found  in 
Okaloosa  5-14  Feb  Qohn  & Carol  Grossa  et 
al.),  Duval  25  Dec  and  28  Jan  (BR),  and  St.  Lu- 
cie 5 Feb  Qane  Brooks).  Rare  Gulfside,  at  least 
7 Great  Black-backed  Gulls  wintered  in  Pinel- 
las (LA),  with  singles  at  Little  Estero  Island 
Wildlife  Conservation  Area,  Lee  (DSu)  and  in 
Gulf  (C.B.C.).  Rare,  an  imm.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  found  about  64  km  off  Ponce 
Inlet  29  Jan  (ph.  TDu  et  al.). 

Usually  absent  in  the  n.  peninsula.  Gull- 
billed Terns  were  coastal  with  5 at  Talbot  Is- 
land S.P,  Duval  30  Dec  (Robert  Wears)  and 
singles  at  Hernando  Beach,  Hernando  26  Dec 
(BPr,  BAh  et  al.)  and  Merritt  1.  18  Dec 
(C.B.C.);  inland,  one  was  on  the  St. 
Johns  R.,  Seminole/Volusia  31  Dec 
(Ken  Bell  et  al.),  and  4 were  at  Or- 
lando Wetlands  Park,  Orange  1 Feb 
(BHA  et  ah).  Also  inland.  Royal 
Terns  were  in  Hernando  (one;  Clay 
Black  et  al.),  e.  Pasco  30  Dec  (2; 
C.B.C.),  and  Orange  9 Feb  (one; 
HR);  up  to  9 Royals  were  at  two  Polk 
locations  16  Dec-7  Jan,  as  were  up  to 
4 Sandwich  Terns  (TP,  PT  et  al.). 
Rare  in  winter,  a Common  Tern  was 
at  St.  Vincent  N.W.R.,  Franklin  28 
Dec  (C.B.C.).  Two  Sooty  Terns  at  Dry 
Tortugas  3 Jan  (C.B.C.)  were  early. 
One  of  the  rarer  finds  this  season 
was  a Dovekie,  seen  in  flight  just  be- 
yond  the  surf  at  Canaveral  N.S.,  Bre- 
y y vard  18  Dec  (CG). 


Afforing  a first  record  for  Dry  Tortugas  National  Park  and  for  Monroe  , DOVES  THROUGH 
County,  Florida,  this  Purple  Sandpiper  was  diqiscoped  on  Fort  Jefferson  s u 1 1 1/1  HI  I II  ^ B I D fIC 
moat  v/all  17  December  2006.  Photograph  by  Chris  Skelton.  HUIVljvlINyDltiya 


Brevard  (DF);  Gulfside,  where  casual,  2 lone 
Purples  were  at  Anna  Maria  L,  Manatee  22  Jan 
(Gavin  Spooner)  and  on  Ft.  Jefferson’s  moat 
wall  17  Dec  (ph.  CS),  a Dry  Tortugas  first! 
The  only  Red  Phalaropes  were  10  found 
about  64  km  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Volusia  29  Jan 
(MBr,  ph.  BW). 

A Franklin’s  Gull  visited  Gainesville  17-19 


Florida’s  introduced  White-winged 
Doves  breed  inland  at  least  as  far  n.  in  the 
peninsula  as  Gainesville  but  remain  scarce 
along  most  of  the  coasts.  White-wingeds  in 
Escambia  (C.B.C.),  Franklin  J-  Cooke), 
Wakulla  (C.  Evans),  Levy  (C.B.C.),  Suannee 
(RR),  and  Duval  (Anne  Turner),  including  21 
in  Okaloosa  (C.B.C.),  were  likely  w.  mi- 
grants. The  provenance  of  2 at  Dry  Tortugas 
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With  almost  a dozen  accepted  records  for  Florida,  this  Iceland  Gull  was  a one-day-wonder  at  the  Volusia  landfill  1 1 January  2007.  The  dark  tail  band,  secondaries,  and  tertials  suggest  poten- 
tial admixture  with  Thayer’s  Gull  genes.  Photographs  by  Bob  Wallace, 


17-20  Dec  (CS)  is  an  even  more  speculative 
subject.  Smooth-billed  Anis  were  in  Broward 
(6;  m.ob.)  and  Palm  Beach  (10+;  fide  BHA). 
Lone  Short-eared  Owls  were  in  WafeuHa  (AW, 
JM),  Orange  (HR),  Brevard  (RH),  and  three 
locations  in  Monroe,  the  latter  likely  from  the 
Antilles.  Single  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  at 
Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin  4 Dec  QM),  Lake 
Apopka  22  Dec  (C.B.C.)  and  12  Jan  (HR), 
and  near  Royal  Palm,  Everglades  N.R,  Mia- 
mi-Dade  18  Dec  and  16  Jan  (RD).  A maxi- 
mum of  5 Lessors  at  Flamingo  14  Jan  (MBe) 
was  fewer  than  in  recent  years.  A Common 
Nighthawk  at  Gainesville  19-22  Dec  was  au- 
dio-recorded (ES,  RR;  v.r.  to  UF)  and  the  2nd 
verified  in  winter;  one  was  heard  at  Royal 
Palm  5 Jan  (AB,  MBe  et  al).  Single  Com- 
mons reported  in  Franklin  2 Dec  0^)  and 
Orange  3 Dec  (HR)  were  late.  The  first 
singing  Chuck-will’s-widow  was  heard  26 
Feb  at  Sarasota  QP)- 

Fred  Bassett  banded  100  hummingbirds:  3 
Buff-bellied  (Escambia  [1]  and  Santa  Rosa 
[2]),  37  Ruby-throated  (Escambia  [6],  Santa 
Rosa  [6],  Okaloosa  [3],  Walton  [2],  Bay  [1], 
Franklin  [3],  Leon  [11],  Duval  [1],  Alachua 
[2],  and  Hillsborough  [2]);  9 Black-chinned 
(Escambia  [3],  Santa  Rosa  [2],  and  Leon  [4]); 
5 Calliope  (Walton  [2],  Leon  [2],  and  Duval 
[1]);  and  an  impressive  46  Rufous  (Escambia 
[12],  Santa  Rosa  [1],  Okaloosa  [6],  Walton 
[1],  Washington  [1],  Franklin  [1],  Leon  [19], 
Alachua  [4],  and  Hillsborough  [1]).  One  of 
Bassett’s  11  recaptures  (2  Ruby-throated,  2 
Black-chinned,  a Calliope,  and  6 Rufous) 
from  previous  years  v/as  a Rufous  in  Escambia 
banded  four  winters  ago.  The  fall  female  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird  at  Naples,  Collier  re- 
mained through  12  Dec  (Wayne  Wauligman, 
Steve  Carbol  et  al).  A Downy  Woodpecker  at 
Key  West  10  Jan  (Brian  Gibbons,  BM)  and  a 
Northern  Flicker  on  nearby  Boca  Chica  Key 
11  Feb  (CG)  were  unexpected. 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WAXWIWGS 

Least  Flycatchers  were  n.  to  Brevard  (one; 
DF)  and  Orange,  where  11  were  at  Lake 
Apopka  22  Dec  (HR).  Florida’s  2nd  Ham- 
mond’s Flycatcher  was  discovered  on  the 
heels  of  the  first  identified  only  three  months 
before,  in  Pinellas.  Documented  by  Jeffrey 
Gordon,  it  remained  at  Hal  Scott  Conserva- 
tion Area,  Orange  28  Jan-2  Mar  (m.ob.).  Ver- 
milion Flycatchers  were  widespread:  Wakulla 
(2;  C.B.C. ),  Alachua  (3;  Dominick  Martino, 
JDe  et  al),  with  singles  in  Columbia  (4th 
year;  DoR,  RoS),  Seminole  (m.ob.),  Collier 
(2nd  year;  AM  et  al),  and  Monroe  (Paul 
Bithorn,  JBo).  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were 
all  but  absent  this  season;  one  was  at  Lake 
Apopka  17  Dec-31  Jan  (HR),  and  a pale 
Myiarchus  at  Bald  Point  S.E,  Franklin  16  Dec 
may  have  been  this  species  QM).  Single 
Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were  at  Royal 
Palm  15-16  Jan  (RT  et  al).  Flamingo  13 
Jan-7  Feb  O^o,  RD),  and  Lake  Apopka  10 
Dec-11  Feb  (HR).  A Tropical  Kingbird 
stopped  at  Lake  Apopka  13  Dec,  and  a 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  remained  there  3 Dec-14 
Feb  (HR),  where  at  least  one  has  wintered 
since  1999.  Western  Kingbirds  lingered  in 
Franklin  14,  15,  & 19  Jan  (up  to  2;  Michael 
Hartley,  JM,  AW)  and  in  Leon  21-24  Jan  (one; 
FD).  In  the  n.  peninsula.  Westerns  were  at' 
Cedar  Key  28  Dec-21  Feb  (up  to  17  mostly 
subsisting  on  Sabal  Palm  fruit;  DH),  in  Citrus 
28  Dec-mid-Jan  (3;  Daniel  Smyth  et  al),  Fla- 
gler 30  Jan  (3;  Marilyn  Bontly),  and  s.  Mari- 
on, where  up  to  43  visited  The  Villages  roost 
with  up  to  3 Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  0™ 
Dinsmore).  The  kingbird  roosts  in  Orange 
and  Polk  held  up  to  45  Westerns  and  7 Scis- 
sor-taileds  (C.B.C.,  BHA,  DR)  and  up  to  13 
Westerns  and  2 Scissor-taileds  (TP),  respec- 
tively. A late  Scissor-tailed  was  found  in 
Okaloosa  in  mid-Dec  (C.B.C.).  Rare  along  the 


e.  coast,  single  Scissor-taileds  were  in  Brevard 
11  Dec-10  Feb  (fide  DF)  and  St.  Lucie  16  Dec 
(C.B.C.).  An  early  White-eyed  Vireo  ap- 
peared at  Key  West  with  other  newly  arrived 
migrants,  including  2 Blue-headed  Vireos  13 
Feb  (CG).  One  Bell’s  Vireo  was  at  Bradenton, 
Manatee  30  Dec-3  Jan  OD  et  al),  while  one 
from  fall  at  Southern  Glades  Wildlife  Envi- 
ronmental Area,  Miami-Dade  remained 
throughout  (m.ob.).  Single  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  wintered  in  Orange  (HR),  Polk 
(C.B.C.),  Monroe  (C.B.C.),  and  at  two  loca- 
tions in  Miami-Dade  OBo,  RD  et  al.).  Two  Yel- 
low-throateds  on  the  upper  keys  15  Dec 
(C.B.C.),  as  well  as  singles  in  Escambia  16 
Dec  (C.B.C.)  and  Broward  17  Dec  (C.B.C.), 
were  late;  the  earliest  to  return  was  in  Monroe 
17  Feb  (AB  et  al.). 

Up  to  7 Horned  Larks  remained  at  Bascom, 
Jackson  14  Jan-3  Mar  (AB,  ph.  BW,  m.ob.). 
The  earliest  Purple  Martins  were  reported  7 
Jan  in  Duval  (Patrick  Leary)  and  Sarasota 
(fide  Tina  Mossbargef).  A Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  in  Alachua  11  Feb  (CB,JDe) 
was  early.  Cave  Swallows  were  in  Broward  17 
Dec  (11;  C.B.C.),  Palm  Beach  in  late  Dec  (un- 
specified number;  C.B.C.),  Monroe  30  Dec 
(one;  C.B.C.),  Miami-Dade  23  Dec  and  4,  5,  & 
14  Jan  (up  to  20;  C.B.C.,  AB,  JBo),  and  Bre- 
vard 21  Feb  (2;  DF  et  al).  The  only  Barn 
Swallows  reported  were  singles  in  Brevard  17 
Jan  (DS)  and  Volusia  27  Feb  (MW).  Usually 
restricted  to  the  Red  Hills  region  of  n.  Leon, 
White-breasted  Nuthatches  dispersed  to 
Osceola  N.F,  Baker  6 Dec  (2;  BR),  Gainesville 
27  Jan  (one;  Bob  Holt),  and  New  Smyrna  30 
Dec  (one;  Jean  McNeil).  Brown  Creepers  and 
Winter  Wrens  were  in  better-than-average 
numbers  this  season;  however,  both  species 
wandered  as  far  s.  as  Alachua  (R.  Norton,  ES, 
H.  Warren,  MM),  except  one  creeper  that 
reached  Merritt  I.  18  Dec  (C.B.C.). 

The  fall  kinglet  invasion  continued,  with 
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Golden-crowned  Kinglets  s.  in  Volusia  (one; 
C.B.C.),  Orange,  Seminole,  and  Lake  (19; 
LoM,  Paul  Hueber,  C.B.C.),  Brevard  (4; 
C.B.C.),  Pasco  (19;  BAh,  BPr,  C.B.C.s),  Pinel- 
las (10;  I_A,  RoS,  C.B.C.s),  Hillsborough  (6; 
Ken  Allen,  M.  Keith,  BAh),  and  Polk  (one; 
C.B.C.).  A record  high  of  874  Ruby- 
crowneds  was  tallied  on  the  Gainesville 

C. B.C.  17  Dec.  In  extreme  s.  Florida,  where 
rare,  6 Ruby-crowneds  were  in  Miami-Dade 
(JBo)  and  8 in  Monroe,  including  6 on  the 
keys  (CG,  C.B.C.s)  and  one  at  Dry  Tortugas 
17-20  Dec  (CS).  A Mountain  Bluebird  pho- 
tographed in  a yard  in  Ft.  Myers,  Lee  30  Dec 
(ph.  Susan  Hooten)  was  Florida’s  2nd.  Al- 
most as  rare,  a Swainson’s  Thrash  on  the 
Coot  Bay,  Everglades  N.P.  C.B.C.  30  Dec  was 
sketched  by  observer  Rafael  Galvez.  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  in  greater  numbers  than  usu- 
al, with  133  in  Gainesville  13  Dec  (C.B.C.); 
one  was  far  s.  at  Boca  Chica  Key  (CG).  A late 
Wood  Thrush  was  at  Niceville  18  Dec  (Pat 
Baker).  In  late  Dec,  American  Robins  invad- 
ed the  Region;  driving  from  Cedar  Key  to 
Pensacola,  the  Duncans  reported:  “It  would 
be  difficult  to  estimate  numbers,  but  surely  it 
must  be  in  the  millions.”  For  several  days, 
robins  passed  overhead  from  dawn  to  dusk 
in  the  Orlando  area  (BHA),  and  Robinson  es- 
timated 240,000  at  Lake  Apopka  29  Dec. 
Seven  robins  were  reported  on  the  keys,  in- 
cluding one  at  Boca  Chica  Key  7 Dec  (BM, 
CG).  Also  rare  in  the  keys,  an  American  Pip- 
it was  at  Dry  Tortugas  17-20  Dec  (CS).  The 
only  Sprague’s  Pipit  was  at  Eglin  A.F.B., 
Okaloosa  3 Dec  (Lenny  Fenimore).  Cedar 
WaxvAngs  invaded  the  state  in  greater  num- 
bers than  usual,  with  12  s.  to  Key  West  30 
Dec  (CG).  Surprising  was  a Cedar  over  open 
ocean  40  km  off  New  Smyrna,  Volusia  29  Jan 
(MG  et  al.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Twenty-one  species  of  warblers  were  report- 
ed this  season.  Nashville  Warblers  were  in 
Alachua  (one;  B.  Christensen),  Pasco  (one; 

D.  Gagne),  Orange  (one;  BHA,  BO  et  al.), 
Miami-Dade  (3;  RD,  JBo),  and  Monroe  (one; 
C.B.C.).  Late  Northern  Parulas  lingered  un- 
til 17  Dec  in  Hillsborough  (BAh  et  al.)  and 
Seminole  (Paul  Hueber),  where  another  was 
the  farthest  n.  reported  to  winter  (BHA);  the 
earliest  to  return  were  4 males  at  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  S.P.,  Miami-Dade  26  Jan  (RD). 
Single  Yellow  Warblers  were  found  n.  to 
Alachua  8 Dec-i-  Q.  Powell,  AK  et  al.),  Semi- 
nole 31  Dec,  and  s.  Brevard  24  Jan  (AB  et 
al.).  Wintering  Magnolia  Warblers  were  in 
Collier  (one:  fide  AM),  Miami-Dade  16  & 23 
Dec  (4;  C.B.C.s),  and  Monroe  (2;  C.B.C.); 
one  at  Key  West  13  Feb  was  with  other 


newly  arrived  migrants  (CG).  Lone  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  in  Orange  6 & 16 
Dec  (Andrew  Boyle,  C.B.C.)  and  Brevard  10- 
21  Feb  (DF)  were  likely  migrants.  Although 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers  arrived  on  sched- 
ule, large  numbers  were  not  noted  until  af- 
ter the  new  year;  Lillian  and  Donald  Stokes 
estimated  that  10,000  flew  over  the  Sanibel 
Lighthouse,  Lee  towards  the  mainland  28 
Jan.  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  win- 
tered n.  to  Orange  (BO)  and  Brevard  (Gerry 
Day,  LoM  et  al).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler 
and  an  American  Redstart  were  seen  at  Key 
West  13  Feb  with  a flock  of  newly  arrived 
migrants  (CG).  Prairie  Warblers  wintered  in 
greater-than-normal  numbers  in  the  cen. 
peninsula;  farther  n.,  one  was  at  Fort  Wal- 
ton Beach  Sanitation  Facility,  Okaloosa 
(BD),  and  2 were  at  Jacksonville  (C.B.C.).  A 
Yellow  Palm  Warbler  wintered  at  Key  West 
(ph.  BM,  CG).  American  Redstarts  wintered 
n.  to  Citnis  (2;  P.  Pilny,  BAh)  and  Orange  (3; 
Jeffrey  Gordon,  Tom  Rodriguez,  C.B.C.); 
one  farther  n.  in  Alachua  17  Dec  (S.  Robin- 
son) was  late.  Two  Worm-eating  Warblers 
were  in  Monroe  (C.B.C.).  Although  banding 
operations  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  ceased 
for  the  winter  months,  wintering  was  sus- 
pected when  a Swainson’s  Warbler,  captured 
there  several  times  during  the  fall,  last  on  3 
Nov,  was  recaptured  12  Mar,  shortly  after 
operations  resumed  (RD).  Lone  Ovenbirds 
were  in  the  panhandle  in  Okaloosa  18  Dec 
(Jim  Kowalski)  and  Franklin  3 Feb  OM). 
Single  Northern  Waterthrushes  wintered  n. 
to  Wakulla  (AW  et  al.)  and  Alachua  (AK);  21 
were  counted  in  Orange  at  Lake  Apopka 
(C.B.C.).  Single  Louisiana  Waterthrushes 
were  at  Miami,  Miami-Dade  16  Dec  OBo.  G- 
Jones,  D.  Jones),  Gainesville  17  Dec  (MM), 
Royal  Palm  18  & 20  Dec  and  5 Jan  (RD, 
C.B.C.,  AB),  and  Coot  Bay  30  Dec  (C.B.C.). 
The  first  spring  Louisianas  were  noted  25 
Feb,  with  one  at  Lutz,  Hillsborough  (Anya  & 
Tom  Mason)  and  2 at  Lake  Apopka  (HR). 
Lone  Hooded  Warblers  were  in  Pinellas  at 
John  H.  Chesnut,  Jr.  Park  8-14Jan  (TA)  and 
at  Largo  throughout  the  season  (KN),  and 
another  was  at  Fakahatchee  Strand  Preserve 
S.P.,  Collier  4 Feb  (AM).  Wilson’s  Warblers 
were  scarce,  with  singles  in  Okaloosa  (San- 
dra Lefstad),  Alachua  QoH,  MM  et  al.),  Vo- 
lusia (BO),  Orange  (HR),  and  Miami-Dade 
(AB  et  al.);  there  were  3 in  Pinellas  (CoG) 
and  2 in  Monroe  (Key  West  and  Dry  Tortu- 
gas C.B.C.s).  Lone  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
were  in  Franklin  0M),  Bradford  (C.B.C.), 
Orange  (HR),  and  Pinellas  (ph.  Jay  Jones), 
with  duos  in  Alachua  (MM,  E Colverson), 
Miami-Dade  (RD),  and  Monroe  (BM, 
C.B.C.).  Twenty  Summer  Tanagers  were  re- 


ported from  13  counties,  from  Okaloosa 
(Gene  Estes)  and  Alachua  (Ingrid  Scales)  s. 
to  Collier  and  Miami-Dade  (C.B.C.).  One 
banded  male  Summer  in  Leon  returned  for 
the  5th  year  (Peter  Homann)!  Western  Tan- 
agers pleased  birders  at  Niceville  31  Dec 
(Robin  & Tom  Stiles),  Pensacola  18  Jan 
(Paula  Palmer),  Paines  Prairie  Preserve  S.E, 
Alachua  2 Dec  (BRo,  Patty  Orr,  Carolyn 
Retey),  Gainesville  3 Dec  (Ron  Robinson), 
L.  Disston,  Flagler  10  Feb  (Erik  Haney, 
DG),  St.  Augustine  20  Feb  (Geoff  Carter),  e. 
of  Naples  22  Feb  (SM  et  al.),  and  Tallahas- 
see at  three  locations:  19  Dec-21  Feb  (male 
and  female,  FR,  m.ob.);  23-26  Feb  (female, 
J.  Cavanagh);  and  25  Feb  (male,  FD).  A 
black-backed  Western  Spindalis,  likely  of 
the  nominate  Bahamian  subspecies,  was 
found  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.R  12  Dec 
and  9 &14  Feb  (RD).  At  Fort  Lauderdale,  a 
green-backed  Western  Spindalis  was  seen 
19  Jan-1 1 Feb  (reappeared  in  Apr;  m.ob.) 
and  was  apparently  of  the  subspecies 
townsendi. 

While  most  sparrow  species  were  not  par- 
ticularly common  anywhere,  11  reached  the 
southernmost  peninsula  and  keys,  where 
they  are  rare.  Chipping  Sparrows  were  re- 
ported s.  to  Collier  (12;  DSu)  and  Monroe 
(one;  RD).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  in 
Orange  (up  to  4;  HR),  Hillsborough  (2;  Steve 
Backes,  TA),  Polk  (5;  C.B.C.),  Sarasota  (one; 
LA,  JD),  Miami-Dade  (one;  MBe  et  al),  and 
Monroe  (up  to  7,  LM).  A 'Vesper  Sparrow  was 
s.  to  Flamingo  (JBo).  Lone  Lark  Sparrrows 
were  in  Leon  (GM,  JCa),  Hillsborough  (TA), 
Manatee  QD  et  al),  and  Sarasota  (perhaps  2; 
JD,  Margaret  Dunson).  Henslow’s  and  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  widely  distributed  in 
the  peninsula,  with  Henslow’s  located  in  10 
counties  from  Alachua  (17;  C.B.C.)  to  Okee- 
chobee, where  33  were  banded  (Marianne 
Korosy).  Le  Conte’s  were  in  Hamilton  (2; 
C.B.C.),  Alachua  (up  to  4;  JoH,  CB,  Peter 
Polshek  et  al),  Seminole  (6;  C.B.C.),  Her- 
nando (up  to  3;  BAh,  DS  et  al),  and  Miami- 
Dade  (one;  ph.  LM).  Gulfside,  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  at  Cedar  Key 
(one;  C.B.C.),  Fort  Island  Beach  (one;  RoS, 
BAh),  and  Sandy  Key,  Everglades  N.P.,  Mon- 
roe, (one;  BM).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Spar- 
row was  far  s.  in  Monroe  (one;  JBo,  RT  et  al). 
Fox  Sparrows  were  vAdely  reported  in  the 
panhandle;  however,  3 in  Alachua  reached 
their  usual  s.  limit  in  the  peninsula.  Song 
Sparrows  were  s.  to  Sarasota  and 
Polk/Highlands  (C.B.C.s)  and  at  Boca  Chica 
Key  (one;  CG).  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  in 
Alachua  (3;  CB,  MM,  William  Bolte  et  al), 
Seminole  (one;  RH),  Orange  (up  to  2;  HR), 
Manatee  (2;  CoG,  JD  et  al),  and  at  two  Mia- 
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mi-Dade  locations  (2;  AB  et  al.,  C.B.C.)-  Two 
Swamp  Sparrows  were  s.  to  Flamingo  QBo). 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  in  above-av- 
erage numbers  in  the  cen.  peninsula,  wan- 
dering farther  s.  to  Charlotte  (one;  RoS, 
BAh)  and  Monroe  at  Clive  Key,  Everglades 
N.R  (one;  BM).  By  contrast,  White-crowned 
Sparrows  were  scarce,  with  reports  of  lone 
birds  in  Alachua  (BAh,  RR,  RoS),  Brevard 
(DS),  Pasco  (KT),  and  Pinellas  (RoS),  up  to 
5 in  Orange  (HR),  and  up  to  4 in  Monroe 
(BM,  RD,  AB  et  al.)-  Dark-eyed  Juncos  were 
widespread  and  also  in  above-average  num- 
bers in  the  panhandle  but  were  rare  in  the 
peninsula,  with  reports  from  n.  Baker  (one; 
BR),  Columbia  (one;  C.B.C.),  and  Pinellas  (3 
in  two  locations;  AB,  LA,  TA) . 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in  St.  Lucie 

16  Dec  (C.B.C. ),  Okaloosa  18  Dec  (Bob  Lar- 
son), Pinellas  1 Jan  (KN),  Orange  16  Jan 
(BHA),  and  Leon  21  Feb  (C.  Clarke).  Blue 
Grosbeaks  were  scarce,  with  only  singles  in 
Orange  1 Dec-4  Feb  (HR)  and  Hillsborough 

17  Dec  (BAh).  A Painted  Bunting  was  far  n. 
in  Okaloosa  18  Dec  (C.B.C.).  Lone  Dickcis- 
sels  were  in  Orange  9 & 11  Feb  Qoie 
Clifton)  and  Sarasota  at  two  locations  2 
Dec-24  Jan  and  1 Feb  (Edith  Miller,  Janet 
Carlock,  Owen  Comora);  up  to  3 were  near 
Elamingo  14  Jan-11  Feb  (BRo,  LM).  Not 
verified  in  Florida  since  1977,  a Western 
Meadowlark  remained  in  n.  Escambia  19 
Jan-22  Feb  (m.ob.)  and  was  the  5th  accept- 
ed for  Florida.  Single  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds were  in  Orange  3 & 6 Dec  (HR)  and 
Hernando  26  Dec  (BAh,  BPr  et  al.).  Rusty 
Blackbirds  were  in  good  numbers:  about  50 
in  Escambia  (Bob  & Lucy  Duncan);  104  in 
Bay  (C.B.C.);  100  in  Leon  (AW);  70  at  two 
Wakulla  locations  (SM,  AB,  AW);  up  to  27  in 
Alachua  (CB,  RR  et  al.);  8 in  Sumter  (DG, 
Eric  Haney);  and  one  in  Pinellas  (BAh,  BPr 
et  al.).  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  limited  to 
the  panhandle:  in  n.  Escambia,  about  75  in  a 
mixed  blackbird-species  flock  19  Jan 
(B&LRD)  and  a pure  flock  of  122  on  4 Feb 
(B&LD,  DoR,  JM);  3 in  Okaloosa  3 Jan  (BD); 
and  2 in  Bay  30  Dec  (C.B.C.).  Up  to  7 Shiny 
Cowbirds  were  reported  in  Miami-Dade 
throughout  (LM);  singles  were  in  Pasco  16 
Dec  (KT)  and  Highlands  28  Dec  (C.B.C.). 
Only  recently  established  in  extreme  s. 
Florida,  51  Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  counted 
in  Miami-Dade  16  Dec  (C.B.C.);  others  were 
in  Monroe  (one;  JBo),  Collier  (6  at  two  loca- 
tions; AM),  Hendry  (3;  Brent  Bomkamp), 
Polk  (5;  C.B.C.),  Hillsborough  (2;  D.  Bow- 
man et  al.),  and  Orange  23  Dec  (one;  Steve 
Gast).  Up  to  2 Orchard  Orioles  were  at 
Flamingo  30  Dec-27  Jan  QBo,  ph.  BM);  one 
at  Gainesville  14  Feb  was  early  (Grace 


Kiltie).  A female  Bullock’s  Oriole  lingered  at 
Tallahassee  4 Jan-21  Feb  (FR,  m.ob.).  Rare, 
Purple  Finches  were  in  Okaloosa  (unstated 
number;  C.B.C.),  Bay  (3;  C.B.C.),  Leon  (12 
at  two  locations,  AW,  G.  Menk),  Wakulla 
(one;  G.  Menk),  and  Alachua  12  Feb+  (one; 
Ron  Robinson).  House  Finches  have  been 
slow  to  colonize  the  e.  peninsula;  not  yet 
verified  breeding,  30  were  counted  on  three 
Volusia  C.B.C.s.  Gulfside,  where  House 
Finches  are  established  s.  to  Sarasota,  2 were 
farther  s.  in  Lee  11  Feb  (Layne  Hamilton). 
The  only  Pine  Siskins  were  2 in  Escambia  3 
Feb  (RoS)  and  singles  in  Leon  30  Dec 
(C.B.C.)  and  Orange  (HR). 

Corrigenda:  In  the  winter  2005-2006  report 
(N.A.B.  60:  220),  the  last  date  that  the  Cack- 
ling Goose  was  reported  should  read  “4  Jan,” 
not  14  Jan.  In  addition  to  the  incorrect  date, 
the  caption  of  the  photograph  of  the  geese  on 
the  next  page  should  read  that  the  Cackling 
Goose  would  provide  Florida’s  “third 
record,”  not  second.  In  the  same  report,  it 
was  not  a Bell’s  Vireo  but  a Yellow-throated 
Vireo  that  appeared  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Flori- 
da S.R  28  Feb. 
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Kratter,Bob  Landry,  Lome  Malo  (LoM),  Mike 
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Alan  Murray,  Kris  Nelson,  Brenda  Orrjeff 
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Bruce  H.  Anderson,  2917  Scarlet  Road 
Winter  Park,  Florida  32792,  (scizortail@aol.com) 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
FOR 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA'S  LANDS 


DaV 
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The  winter  2006-2007  period  experi- 
enced varied  weather.  Starting  very 
cold  in  December,  it  quickly  changed 
to  unseasonably  mild  temperatures  later  in 
the  month  that  persisted  into  January.  The 
mild  weather  encouraged  some  birds  to 
linger,  resulting  in  record-breaking  totals  for 
some  species  on  the  Christmas  Bird  Counts, 
especially  in  waterfowl.  Unusual  for  the 
north,  open  water  remained  well  into  January. 
It  looked  like  we  would  not  have  a winter,  but 
by  mid-January  more  seasonable  weather  ar- 
rived and  remained  until  the  end  of  the  peri- 
od. Northern  species  such  as  owls,  waxwings, 
and  hnches  stayed  in  the  north  for  the  most 
part  due  to  an  abundant  food  resources.  How- 
ever, a light  incursion  of  American  Three-toed 
Woodpeckers  into  the  south  continued  from 
the  fall,  especially  in  Algonquin  Park.  As  well, 
both  species  of  crossbills  put  in  a good  show- 
ing at  Algonquin,  where  the  cone  crop  was 
excellent.  Some  species  such  as  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose,  Ross’s  Goose,  Turkey 
Vulture,  and  Golden  Eagle  continue  to  be  re- 
ported more  regularly  during  the  winter 
months.  Species  in  boldface  are  subject  to  re- 
view by  the  Ontario  Bird  Records  Committee 
(O.B.R.C.). 

Abbreviations:  G.T.A.  (Greater  Toronto 
Area),  K.EN.  (Kingston  Eield  Naturalists),  R 
E.  Pt.  (Prince  Edward  Point),  PPB.A.  (Point 
Pelee  Birding  Area),  S.C.N.W.A.  (St.  Clair  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Area),  s.  1.  (sewage  lagoon). 
Place  names  in  italics  refer  to  districts  and  re- 
gional municipalities  as  well  as  to  counties. 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  Wbite-fronted  Geese  were  widely  re- 
ported throughout  the  period:  up  to  17  birds 
were  found  throughout  the  province,  includ- 
ing 4 on  the  Cedar  Creek  C.B.C.  at  Kingsville, 


Essex  16  Dec  (ACP,  DJW).  One  for  the  Mid- 
winter Waterfowl  Survey  was  an  unexpected 
find  and  provided  a new  area  winter  record  at 
Cedar  Springs,  Chatham-Kent  7 Jan  (KJB). 
Greater  Snow  Geese  were  in  unprecedented 
numbers  in  e.  Ontario  in  Dec.  At  least  30,000 
were  near  Casselman,  Prescott-Russell  mid-25 
Dec  (m.ob.).  Ross’s  Geese  sightings  continue 
to  increase,  and  this  species  will  no  longer  re- 
quire documentation  after  2006.  Several  were 
reported  in  the  sw.,  with  Chatham-Kent  top- 
ping the  list:  3 were  on  the  Ron- 
deau/Blenheim C.B.C.  17  Dec,  with  2 at 
Ridgetown  0TB)  and  one  at  Blenheim  (KJB). 
One  remained  at  Ridgetown  until  at  least  20 
Dec  (BAM).  A single  was  on  L.  Simcoe  at 
Keswick,  Simcoe  21  Dec  (ph.  KD)  and  anoth- 
er at  the  base  of  Kettle  Pt.,  Lambton  21-22  Dec 
(AHR).  Waterfowl  surveys  7 Jan  recorded  3 
Ross’s  Geese  at  the  Harwich  Gravel  Pits  in 
Chatham-Kent  QTB)  and  one  at  Kingsville,  Es- 
sex (ACP,  DJW).  Two  Brant  at  Erieau, 
Chatham-Kent  7 Jan  were  a surprise  for  the 
waterfowl  survey  and  provided  the  hrst  win- 
ter record  there  in  many  years  0TB).  Two  at 
Amherstberg,  Essex  20  Jan  may  have  been  tbe 
same  ones  seen  previously  at  Erieau  (RHo). 
Late  singles  were  at  Amherst  I.  9 Jan  (K.EN.) 
and  Ottawa  18  Dec  OR)-  A record-high  count 
of  2600  Canada  Geese  for  the  PPB.A.  was  tal- 
lied 8-11  Eeb  from  the  Onion  Fields  to  Hill- 


P.PB.A. (DJW).  The  only  Eurasian  Wigeon  re- 
ported during  the  period  was  one  that  win- 
tered at  Amherst  1.  3 Dec-31  Jan  (K.EN.).  An 
apparent  male  “Brewer’s  Duck”  (Mallard  x 
Gadwall  hybrid)  was  photographed  at  Wind- 
sor, Essex  27  Jan  (PDP).  Of  the  Green-winged 
Teal  reported,  one  successfully  wintered  at 
Mindemoya,  Manitoulin  throughout  the  peri- 
od (CB,  RH),  while  one  at  Ottawa  12  Jan  rep- 
resented possibly  only  the  3rd  winter  record 
there  (TB). 

Only  a few  King  Eiders  were  reported:  a fe- 
male-type was  photographed  on  Georgian  Bay 
off  Wahnekewening  Beach,  Simcoe  16-17  Dec 
(RMcl,  DHa,  CHa,  SH),  and  an  imm.  male 
was  at  Stoney  Creek,  Hamilton  3-7  Dec  (DS  et 
al.).  A Surf  Scoter  off  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  13 
Jan  was  record  late  for  the  PPB.A.  (PDP  et 
al.).  Harlequin  Ducks  were  numerous 
throughout  the  period  from  Sarnia  to  Ottawa, 
involving  at  least  10  individuals.  The  most 
northerly  was  at  Huntsville,  Muskoka  14  Dec 
(RGT).  Two  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  report- 
ed at  Oshawa,  Durham  17  Dec  (fide  RP).  Sin- 
gle males  were  at  Stoney  Creek  10  Dec 
(m.ob.),  Presqu’isle  PP  23  Jan+  (EH),  and  Ot- 
tawa through  the  period.  There  were  three  re- 
ports of  male  Common  Goldeneye  x Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  hybrids:  off  Stoney  Creek  through 
27  Dec  from  the  previous  period  (m.ob.);  at 
the  Leslie  St.  Spit,  Toronto  17  Dec  (fide  Ont- 


A hybrid  reported  with  increasing  frequency,  this  male  "Brewer's  Duck"  (Mallard  x Gadwall)  was  documented  at  Windsor,  Es- 
sex County,  Ontario  27  January  2007.  Photograph  by  Paul  D.  Pratt. 


man  Marsh  (AW).  A Barnacle  Goose  was  at 
Beamsville,  Niagara  9 Dec-7  Jan  O&MF). 

Mallards  were  reported  in  record-high 
numbers  on  L.  St.  Clair  during  the  Christmas 
count  at  S.C.N.W.A.  1 Jan.  An  estimated  total 
of  35,800  eclipsed  the  previous  high  of 
26,528  (fide  PAW).  A Blue-winged  Teal  at 
Hillman  Marsh  23  Dec  was  record  late  for  the 


birds);  and  at  Ottawa  2 Dec  (BDiL).  An  ap- 
parent Hooded  Merganser  x Common  Gold- 
eneye hybrid  was  at  Toronto  1 Jan-r  Qba,  DP, 
m.ob.),  and  another  was  on  the  Thames  R.  in 
London,  Middlesex  4 Feb  (JMcG).  A female 
Hooded  Merganser  at  Costello  Cr.  in  Algo- 
nquin PR  1 Jan  was  the  2nd  only  Jan  record 
for  that  area  (AK,  Jide  RGT). 
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PARTRIDGE  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Gray  Partridges  were  seen  at  their  usual  loca- 
tions at  the  Brantford  Airport  and  in  various 
spots  in  e.  Ontario.  A covey  of  7 near 
EOrignal,  Prescott-Russell  was  nicely  pho- 
tographed 20  Dec  OBou).  A strong 
showing  of  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
was  reported  from  five  different 
townships  on  Manitoulin  I.,  with 
the  largest  covey  up  to  40  birds 
(SHa).  The  first  winter  records  of 
Wild  Turkey  in  Algonquin  P.P. 
were  likely  made  possible  due  to 
the  mild  weather;  one  was  sighted 
at  Kearney  Campground  18  Dec 
(PP)  and  another  at  km  13.2  on 
Louisa  Lake  Rd.  20  Dec  (P&RS). 

A high  count  of  277  Red-throat- 
ed Loons  at  Van  Wagners  Beach, 

Hamilton  1 Dec  was  quite  note- 
worthy (RZD,  CE,  DRD).  A total 
of  22  Horned  Grebes  in  the 
Kingston  area  7 Jan  was  also  high 
(K.EN.).  Two  on  the  same  date  at 
Sarnia,  Lambton  were  rather  late 
(AHR).  A count  of  87  Red-necked 
Grebes  at  Manitoulin  1.  16  Dec 
was  excellent  for  that  late  date 
(m.ob.)  and  probably  a result  of  the  milder 
Dec  weather  and  extensive  open  water.  Two 
others  were  at  Wolfe  I.  and  E E.  Pt.  7 Jan 
(K.EN.).  The  first  early  spring  mi- 
grants appeared  in  late  Feb,  with 
one  at  Rondeau  RE  18  Feb  0TB) 
and  2 at  Sarnia  26  Feb  (BAM).  A 
Pied-billed  Grebe  at  Dupont  s.  L, 

Kingston  wintered  the  entire  peri- 
od (K.EN.).  One  at  Big  Rideau  L., 

Lanark  25  Jan+  furnished  a rare 
inland  winter  record  (DW).  A 
roaming  juv.  Northern  Gannet  on 
L.  Ontario  was  first  seen  at  Bronte, 

Halton  17  Dec  (GE)  and  later  the 
same  day  at  Hamilton  (J.A.,  fide 
RZD).  A lingering  Double-crested 
Cormorant  was  last  seen  at  Erieau 
21  Jan  0TB). 

A large  number  of  Great  Blue 
Herons  congregated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames  R.  in  late  Jan:  a high 
of  28  was  counted  at  Lighthouse 
Cove,  Essex  28  Jan  (PDF).  Two 
Great  Egrets  remained  at  Rondeau 
E P.  until  14  Dec  (fide  KJB),  and  2 were  at 
Kingsville  16  Dec,  one  along  Wigle  Cr.  (AW) 
and  another  along  Cedar  Cr.  (fide  PDF).  An- 
other extremely  late  individual  was  seen  at 
Port  Rowan  5-12  Jan  (SAM  et  al).  The  usual 
wintering  roost  of  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  was  on  the  Lower  Don  R.,  Toronto;  a 


high  of  14  birds  17  Dec  (TL  et  al.)  set  a new 
record  for  the  G.T.A.  An  imm.  that  lingered  at 
Erieau  was  last  seen  out  Rondeau  E E marsh 
trail  17  Dec  (CA),  and  yet  another  imm.  was 
last  observed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  R. 
near  Lighthouse  Cove  1 Jan  (]PC  et  al.).  Sev- 


eral Turkey  Vultures  were  reported  through- 
out the  period,  the  northernmost  near  Thun- 
der Bay  27  Dec  (SG).  This  species  has  been 


wintering  more  frequently  in  recent  years. 

A tardy  Osprey  in  the  Rondeau  area  was 
last  sighted  at  Erieau  3 Dec,  setting  a new  late 
date  (KJB,  JTB).  Golden  Eagles  were  recorded 
on  several  C.B.C.s  in  the  s.  and  throughout 
the  period,  strengthening  the  speculation  that 
this  species  is  increasing  in  numbers.  Later  in 


the  period,  3 near  Glencoe,  Middlesex  13  Feb 
were  noteworthy  (DP).  A dark-morph  juv. 
Red-tailed  Hawk  showing  characteristics  of 
the  cahims  subspecies  was  well  observed  at 
Aldershot,  Halton  16-25  Feb  (PS  et  al.).  Sev- 
eral Merlins  were  reported  during  the  period, 
but  one  in  Algonquin  P.P.  9 Jan 
near  the  e.  gate  was  a rare  winter 
sighting  there  (KH).  Gyrfalcons 
were  observed  in  several  familiar 
locations,  with  Manitoulin  I. 
recording  3 different  individuals:  6 
Dec  OS),  17  Dec  OB,  RH),  and  18 
Jan  (CB,  JB).  Others  were  at  Thun- 
der Bay  27  Dec  (BJM)  and  at  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  Algoma  26  Jan-19  Feb 
(Ken  Mcllwrick),  while  2 together 
at  Thunder  Bay  18  Feb  were  a one- 
day  wonder  (BJM).  A white- 
morph  Gyrfalcon  was  on  Wolfe  I., 
Frontenac  24  Jan  (NLB). 

A Virginia  Rail  reported  on 
Wolfe  I.  1 Feb  (KH)  was  unusual. 
A new  record  for  the  G.T.A.  was 
set  when  44  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
seen  flying  over  Lambton  Woods  4 
Dec  (DL).  A flock  of  9 was  seen 
flying  westward  at  Sturgeon 
Creek,  Essex  16  Jan  (AW).  Many 
stayed  all  winter  in  the  Long  Point  area 
(m.ob.),  but  a count  of  320  was  especially 
noteworthy  7 Dec  (TBa).  As  well,  2 Lesser 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  there  20  Feb 
(MB).  Purple  Sandpipers  reached 
a high  of  8 at  Presqu’isle  P.  E 10 
Dec,  with  the  last  3 seen  13  Jan 
(DS  et  al).  A Willet  v»'as  noted  at 
the  tip  of  Kettle  Pt.  2 Dec  (MPA). 
An  American  Woodcock  was 
flushed  from  a ditch  at  the  Ojib- 
way  Provincial  Nature  Reserve  23 
Jan  (TPr,  fide  PDP). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

A juv.  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  ob- 
served at  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  3 Dec 
(AW,  KO),  and  a dark-morph  juv. 
was  off  Fifty  Point  C.A.  31  Dec 
(RZD,  CE).  Little  Gulls  were 
widely  reported  throughout  Dec. 
An  ad.  was  last  seen  at  Erieau  21 
Jan  (fide  KJB).  High  numbers  of 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  lingered  through 
mid-Dec  on  L.  Erie.  The  Cedar  Creek  C.B.C. 
16  Dec  recorded  a new  high  of  12,364  (fide 
PDP).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  was  observed  at 
Adam  Beck  Lookout  on  the  Niagara  R.  29  Dec 
(RSk,  JSk,  Jide  KR).  At  Hamilton,  a first-cycle 
California  Gull  7 Jan  provided  the  3rd  area 
record  (RZD,  DRD,  CE,  TCr).  A third-cycle 


This  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  seen  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario/New  Yerk  2 (here)  through  13  De- 
cember 2006;  there  are  very  few  previous  records  of  this  species  from  this  well-birded  area. 
Photograph  ty  Robert  Epstein. 


An  incursion  of  American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  into  southern  Ontario  was  evident  in  win- 
ter 2006-2007.  Many  v«re  found  in  Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  as  here  21  January  2007. 
Photograph  by  Christopher  Dmn. 
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A species  that  visits  the  province  almost  annually  in  winter,  this  Varied  Thrush  frequented 
Selkirk  Provincial  Park,  Ontario  17-28  (here  19)  February  2007.  Photograph  by  Tom  Rook. 


of  4 birds;  one  on  17  Dec  followed  by  2 birds 
19  Dec  and  another  single  21  Dec  (K.EN.). 

Two  reports  of  Townsend’s  Solitaire  came 
in  during  the  period:  one  on  the  Thunder  Bay 
C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide  NE),  another  at  P.  E.  Pt.  27 
Feb  (VPM,  BR).  Several  Varied  Thrushes  were 
present  during  the  period.  Two  were  visiting 
feeders  in  the  n.:  a male  was  at  Kakabeka 
Falls,  Thunder  Bay,  while  a female  was  at  Fort 
Frances,  Rainy  River.  One  was  at  Killarney, 
Sudbury  9 Dec  (SD);  another  at  Kearny,  Parry 
Sound  22  Jan-8  Feb  (DJ);  and  yet  another  at 
Selkirk  R R 17-28  Feb  (TT,  TK). 
Several  late  Gray  Catbirds  were  re- 
ported in  Dec  and  Jan.  One  at  Ot- 
tawa 17  Dec  (ET)  was  notable, 
while  2 were  near  Rondeau, 
Chatham-Kent  on  the  same  date 
(JTB).  Wintering  Brown  Thrashers 
took  advantage  of  feeders  through- 
out the  period,  with  2 at  North  Bay 
(VR),  one  at  South  Baymouth, 
Manitoulin  (GC,  JC),  and  another 
at  Alta  Vista,  Ottawa  until  21  Jan 
(LS).  American  Pipits  spent  part  of 
the  winter  near  Erieau  with  3 on 
20  Jan  then  2 only  22  Jan-19  Feb 
QTB).  Three  at  the  Tip  of  Point 
Pelee  28  Jan  were  only  the  2nd 
winter  record  for  the  P.P.B.A. 
(AW).  Very  scarce  were  Bohemian 
Waxwings,  but  2 were  observed  at 
P.  E.  Pt.  20  Dec  (K.EN.). 


Slaty-backed  Gull  was  discovered  above  Ni- 
agara Falls  2 Dec  by  the  Cayuga  Bird  Club  of 
Ithaca,  New  York;  it  was  seen  until  13  Dec 
(m.ob.).  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  seen 
in  unprecedented  numbers  at  Ottawa,  with 
1650-1-  in  early  Jan  (BDiL  et  al.).  A number  of 
late  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  delighted  winter 
listers  in  the  province.  Six  ads.  and  5 imms. 
off  Van  Wagners  Beach  1 Dec  made  a high 
count  (RZD  et  al.),  plus  an  ad.  and  an  imm. 
were  seen  there  29  Dec  (BH,  LR).  A very  co- 
operative Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  in  the 
harbor  at  Erieau  14-19  Dec 
(m.ob.).  Late  juvs.  lingered  into 
Jan,  with  one  on  the  Niagara  R. 

(m.ob.),  and  one  at  Hamilton  17 
Jan  (RW).  Two  Common  Terns  on 
the  Fisherville  C.B.C.  23  Dec  were 
standouts  there  (fide  LT).  The  fa- 
mous Razorbill  at  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake  was  last  reported  7 Jan 
(m.ob.). 

The  only  reports  of  Great  Gray 
Owls  during  the  period  were  2 
from  the  Ottawa  area;  one  at 
Fitzroy  Harbour  2 Feb  (KMcK) 
and  one  at  Kanata  6 Feb  (RA).  An- 
other along  Hwy.  60  in  Algonquin 
P.P.  29  Dec  was  likely  an  individual 
from  the  small  resident  population 
(fide  RGT).  A single  Northern 
Hawk  Owl  was  reported  at  Cor- 
beil,  Nipissing  Jan-Feb  (LB  et  al.).  The  un- 
usually mild  weather  likely  contributed  to 
four  reports  of  singing  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  in  Algonquin  P.P.  in  early  Jan.  This  was 
unusual  due  to  the  fact  that  none  have  ever 
been  reported  singing  during  Dec  or  Jan  (fide 
RGT).  The  most  northerly  report  of  a Belted 
Kingfisher  was  one  at  Dorian  Bay,  Thunder 
Bay  29  Jan  (BJM). 

Red-headed  Woodpeckers  continue  to  de- 
cline in  Ontario.  One  on  the  Bruce  Peninsula 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  was  only  the  3rd  record  for  that 
count  (fide  EM).  On  the  other  hand,  Red-bel- 
lied Woodpeckers  continue  to  increase,  espe- 
cially in  the  n.,  where  there  were  several  re- 
ports. (Northerly  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
no  longer  require  documentation  after  2006.) 
A light  incursion  into  the  s.  of  American 
Three-toed  Woodpeckers  continued  from  the 
autumn.  Four  sightings  on  Manitoulin  I.  were 
exceptional  (fide  CB).  Several  were  reported 
around  Ottawa  (fide  CL),  3 at  North  Bay  (fide 
MP),  and  a single  on  Amherst  1.  (K.EN.).  At 
Presqu’ile  P.P.  another  was  reported  5 Dec 
QG),  and  reports  in  Northumberland  County 
Forest  23  & 31  Jan  were  likely  different  birds 
(RF).  Many  were  reported  in  Algonquin  RE  at 
various  locations  throughout  the  winter,  with 
a record  high  number  of  10  on  the  Algonquin 


C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  RGT).  Black-backed 
Woodpeckers  were  plentiful  on  that  count  as 
well,  with  35  recorded  (fide  RGT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WAXWINGS 

Eastern  Phoebes  were  discovered  on  several 
southerly  Christmas  counts.  Two  were  tallied 
for  Kettle  Pt.  16  Dec  in  n.  Lambton  (fide  AHR) 
and  another  2 the  same  day,  in  separate  loca- 
tions, on  the  Cedar  Creek  C.B.C.  (AW,  ACP, 
DJW).  A single  for  Blenheim/Rondeau  was 


seen  17  Dec  near  Morpeth,  Chatham-Kent 
QTB),  and  Cambridge  tallied  one  the  same 
day  (fide  TC).  The  Strathroy  C.B.C.  29  Dec 
recorded  one  as  well  (fide  JPC).  The  only 
noteworthy  American  Crows  were  2 that  sur- 
vived on  suet  and  sunflowers  seeds  the  entire 
winter  at  the  Algonquin  EE  Visitor  Centre 
(fide  RGT).  This  corvid  is  normally  rare  or  to- 
tally absent  from  that  area  in  winter.  A no- 
table Common  Raven  in  York  was  at  Happy 
Valley  Forest  1 Jan — the  first  one  recorded 
there  in  47  years  (HBa,  fide  TH).  A single 
Horned  Lark  at  Whitney,  Nipissing  6 Jan  fur- 
nished the  only  winter  record  ever  for  that 
area  (SRC  et  al.).  A late  Tree  Swallow  was  not- 
ed on  the  Cedar  Creek  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide 
PDF).  Northerly  Carolina  Wren  reports  in 
late  Dec  included  singles  at  Current  R.,  Thun- 
der Bay  (JBou)  and  at  Fort  Frances,  Rainy  Riv- 
er, the  latter  furnishing  the  2nd  area  record 
there  (KR);  one  at  Sheguiandah,  Manitoulin  1- 
16  Feb  was  also  noteworthy  (CJ).  A single 
House  Wren  was  at  Bronte  10-11  Feb  (MJ). 

Numerous  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were 
observed  around  the  province  through  Dec, 
but  Elgin  topped  the  list  with  7 on  the  St. 
Thomas  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide  DD),  followed  by 
the  West  Elgin  C.B.C.  27  Dec  with  6 (fide 
GP).  The  Kingston  area  did  well,  with  a total 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  seen  in 
Toronto:  one  at  Kings  Mill  Park  9-11  Dec  (BY) 
and  one  at  Mimico  Creek  17  Dec.  (GC).  An- 
other was  not  far  away  at  Oakville,  Halton  16- 
24  Dec  (SMcG  et  al.).  The  only  Yellow-throat- 
ed Warbler  of  the  period  succumbed  to  in- 
juries after  it  hit  a window  e.  of  Brighton, 
Northumberland  1 Dec  (NQ).  A very  late 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  a surprise 
at  Britannia,  Ottawa  15-27  Dec  (HP,  AG,  CG). 
A tardy  Nashville  Warbler  was  watched  at 
High  Park  in  Toronto  1-6  Dec  (SMF),  while 
another  was  at  Princess  Point,  Hamilton  21- 
26  Dec  (BH,  ER).  An  Ovenbird  was  discov- 
ered at  the  Keele  Campus  of  York  University, 
Toronto  17  Dec  and  it  stayed  until  13  Jan 
(RR).  A late  Wilson’s  Warbler  was  a good  find 
at  High  Park  1-6  Dec  (SMF). 

A Summer  Tanager  from  the  previous  peri- 
od stayed  at  North  Bay  until  5 Dec  (VR).  A 
Spotted  Towhee  was  recorded  at  a feeder  on 
the  Kenora  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (ph  CE,  fide  LH). 
Apparently  this  bird  was  present  since  Sep, 
unbeknownst  to  birders.  In  Middlesex,  just 
outside  London,  a Vesper  Sparrow  was  seen 
16  Dec  during  the  local  C.B.C  (SCa).  Savan- 
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several  disappearing  into  spruce  tree  tops 
along  Hwy.  60  on  21  Jan  (MJCB,  HC,  RP).  A 
count  of  25  at  Hungry  Hollow,  Middlesex  23 
Jan  was  a noteworthy  report  for  that  area 
(JPC).  Common  Redpolls  were  few  and  far 
between  during  the  period.  Approximately 
150  near  Barkway,  Muskoka  27  Jan  made  a 
good  number  (RS).  The  only  Hoary  Redpoll 
reported  was  an  individual  on  the  North 
Monetville-Mashkinonje  C.B.C.  29  Dec 
(AM). 


This  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  spent  16  December  2006  through  the  end  of  the  season  at 
Red  Rock,  Thunder  Bay  (here  26  January);  it  was  one  of  three  reported  in  northern  Ontario 

this  winter.  Photograph  by  Brian  Ratcliff. 


Harper,  David  Hawke  (DHa),  Sandra 
Hawkins,  Fred  M.  Helleiner,  Leo  Heyens,  Sue 
Hirst,  Theo  Hofmann,  Brandon  Holden,  Eric 
Holden,  Robert  A.  Horvath  (RHo),  Jean  Iron, 
Anita  Jacobson,  Eric  Jeffery,  Diana  Jenkins, 
Mark  Jennings,  Christina  Jones,  Colin  Jones, 
Tim  King,  Ralph  Knowles,  Albert  Kuhnigk, 
John  Lamey,  Anthony  Lang,  Carol  Lang, 
Dave  Langford,  Christina  Lewis,  Margaret 
Liubavicius,  Stu  A.  Mackenzie,  V.  R Macken- 
zie, Blake  A.  Mann,  David  A.  Martin,  Sheldon 
McGregor,  Ken  Mcllwrick,  Robert 
Mclver  (RMcI),  Karen  McKenna, 
Kevin  A.  McLaughlin,  R.  Doug 
McRae,  Ed  Meissner,  Ethan  Meleg, 
Brian  J.  Moore,  Norman  C.  Murr, 
Tom  Nash,  Ken  Newcombe,  Steve 
O’Donnell,  ONTbirds  Listserve, 
Karl  Overmann,  Peter  Palbiska, 
Angela  Parker,  Kathy  Parker,  Mar- 
tin Parker,  Donald  E.  Perks, 
Heather  Pickard,  Adam  C.  Pinch, 
Prank  Pinilla,  Ronald  J.  Pitttaway, 
Richard  Pope,  George  Prieksaitis, 
Paul  D.  Pratt,  Tom  Preney  (TPr), 
Tony  Price,  Donald  Pye,  Rayfield 
R.  Pye,  Nick  Quickbert,  Lauren 
Rae,  Jack  Romanow,  Brian  Ratcliff, 
Peter  A.  Read,  Sue  Read,  Wayne 
Renaud,  Alfred  H.  Rider,  Bruce  E. 
Ripley,  Maureen  Riggs,  Victor  Riz- 
zo, B.  Rowe,  Kayo  Roy,  Kim  Roy, 
Paul  & Richard  Shalla,  Langis 
Sirois,  Donald  P Shanahan,  Jeff  Skevington 
QSk),  Richard  Skevington  (RSk),  Glenda  J. 
Slessor,  John  Smith,  Nicole  Smith,  Paul 
Smith,  Roy  Smith,  Timothy  Snieder,  R.  Terry 
Sprague,  Judy  Swanson,  Dick  Tafel,  Barbara 
Taylor,  Tom  Thomas,  Rodney  Thompson, 
Steve  Thorpe,  Linda  Thrower,  Eve  D.  Tic- 
knor,  Ron  Tiesson,  Doug  Tozer,  Ronald  G. 
Tozer,  Brent  Turcott,  B.  Walters,  Dean  J. 
Ware,  Owen  Weir,  Ronald  D.  Weir,  Lloyd 
Weston,  Donald  Wigle,  Margie  Wilkes,  Ross 
Wood,  P Allen  Woodliffe,  Irene  Woods,  Alan 
Wormington,  David  Worthington,  Robert  K. 
Yukich. 


nah  Sparrows  were  scarce  compared  to  a year 
ago,  but  a few  were  coming  to  feeders.  One  in 
Scarborough  17-18  Jan  was  no  exception 
(JF).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  was  found  at  a feed- 
er in  Prince  Edward  County  in  mid-Peb,  and 
it  was  present  through  the  end  of  the  period 
(fide  RTS).  Two  male  Oregon  Juncos,  rare  for 
Rainy  River  District,  appeared  at  a feeder  in 
Atikoken,  Rainy  River  District  14  Dec  (TN, 
DHE). 

A number  of  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  lin- 
gered into  the  winter  to  be  includ- 
ed on  C.B.C.s,  with  one  in  London 
1 1-16  Dec  (ML),  and  one  at  Spring 
Creek  Cemetery,  Peel  16-28  Dec 
that  provided  the  first  record  there 
since  1966  (BK,  AM  et  al).  Two 
were  on  Pelee  Island,  Essex  20  Dec 
(PC,  RT).  Another,  minus  a tail,  ar- 
rived in  Gravenhurst,  Muskoka  1- 
21  Jan  (fide  BT),  and  2 were  photo- 
graphed at  a feeder  near  Orillia, 

Simcoe  16  Jan-21  Jan-i-  (fide  DHa). 

An  Indigo  Bunting  coming  to  a 
feeder  e.  of  Peterborough  was  a 
strange  winter  record  22  Jan-11 
Eeb  (BK,JideTB). 

Meadowlarks,  presumably  East- 
ern, showed  up  in  various  loca- 
tions in  the  s.  in  mid-Feb;  a high  of 
10  was  counted  sw.  of  Melbourne, 

Middlesex  15  Feb  (DP).  Only  a few 
Rusty  Blackbirds  were  reported  af- 
ter the  C.B.C.  period,  but  2 visiting  a feeder  at 
Manitowaning,  Manitoulin  18-31  Jan  were  no- 
table (CB,  JB).  A male  and  female  Brewer’s 
Blackbird  were  in  a mixed  flock  of  blackbirds 
near  Eatonville,  Chatham-Kent  16  Feb-i- 
(BAM).  A male  Orchard  Oriole  was  coming  to 
a feeder  at  Meldrum  Bay,  Manitoulin  until 
mid-Dec  (LW,  fide  CB).  Four  lingering  Balti- 
more Orioles  were  reported  during  the  peri- 
od, with  the  northernmost  at  North  Bay  in 
early  Dec  (AJ  & SJ).  Singles  were  reported  at 
Kincardine,  Bruce  4-6  Dec  (fide  RK);  at 
Lemoine’s  Point  on  Amherst  1.  17-24  Dec 
(RKE  et  al.);  and  at  Yarmouth  Centre,  Elgin 
16  Dec-17  Jan  (AH). 

Three  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  were 
reported  in  the  n.  One  was  at  Atikoken  30 
Dec  to  well  into  Feb,  constituting  the  2nd 
area  record  (TN).  A single  was  nw.  of  Muril- 
lo, Thunder  Bay  31  Dec  (KWa),  while  anoth- 
er was  at  Red  Rock,  Thunder  Bay  16  Dec+ 
(JS).  Red  Crossbills  did  not  venture  too  far  s., 
but  good  numbers  were  reported  in  Algo- 
nquin PR,  with  309  on  the  C.B.C.  (fide  RGT). 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  also  common 
there,  and  two  early  reports  of  breeding  evi- 
dence were  found;  one  carrying  a fecal  sac  at 
Spruce  Bog  Boardwalk  5 Jan  (B&AW),  and 


Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Alfred  Adamo,  Craig  Anderson,  Jim  S. 
Anderson,  Rosemary  Anderson,  Robert  An- 
drle,  Mark  Ansell,  Maris  P.  Apse,  Margaret  J. 
C.  Bain,  H.  Barnett  (HBa),  Ted  Barney  (TBa), 
Eleanor  Beagan,  Tony  Beck,  Chris  Bell,  Joan 
Bell,  Tony  Biggs,  Lucas  Beaver,  John  Boulter 
QBou),  Jacques  Bouvier,  Martin  Bowman, 
Mike  Boyd,  Doug  Brown,  George  Bryant, 
James  T.  Burk,  Keith  J.  Burk,  Bob  Burt,  Gary 
& Jan  Carscallen,  Paul  Carter,  Bob  Cermak, 
Stan  Caveney  (SCa),  Stephen  R.  Charbon- 
neau,  Barry  S.  Cherriere,  Ted  Cheskey,  Ken 
Clarke,  Glenn  Coady,  Larry  E Cornells,  Eloyd 
Cosby,  Mark  Cranford,  Thomas  A.  Crooks, 
Hugh  Currie,  Robert  G.  Curry,  Susan  Davies, 
Bruce  M.  DiLabio,  Robert  Z Dobos,  Alex 
Dobson,  Diane  Dobson,  David  R.  Don,  Keith 
Dunn,  Sandra  Eadie,  Carolle  Eady,  Cheryl  E. 
Edgecombe,  Gavin  R.  Edmonstone,  R.  K.  Ed- 
wards, David  H.  Elder,  J.  H.  Ellis,  Nicholas 
G.  Escott,  Jim  Eairchild,  Steven  M.  Eavier, 
George  & Pat  Einney,  Ron  Fleming,  Jennie  & 
Mike  Foley),  Nancy  Fox,  Ron  Fox,  R.  Frost, 
Marcel  A.  Gahbauer,  James  Gardner,  June 
Gardner,  Paul  Gelok,  Sharon  Gillingworth, 
Clive  E.  Goodwin,  J.  Haig,  AdamJ.  Hall,  Reta 
Hall,  Steve  Hall  (SHa),  Colin  Harper,  Dorothy 


Corrigenda:  The  following  records  published 
in  this  journal  have  been  subsequently  reject- 
ed by  the  O.B.R.C.:  Ross’s  Geese  at 
Vinemount,  Hamilton  28  Mar  2004  and  at 
Mountsberg,  Hamilton  6 Apr  2004  (N.A.B.  58: 
361);  Brown  Pelican  at  Moon’s  Bay,  Simcoe  1 
Aug  2005  (N.A.B.  59:  66);  California  Gull  at 
Pelee  I.,  Essex  19  Jun  2005  (N.A.B.  59:  589); 
and  Mew  Gull  at  Malden  Centre,  Essex  13 
May  2005  (N.A.B.  59:  591).  © 


BlakeA.  Mann,  171  Margaret  Avenue 
Wallaceburg,  Ontario  N8A  2A3,  (boatmannrakent.net) 
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VIRGINIA 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III  RickWiltraut 

In  many  respects,  birds  of  this  season  re- 
minded one  of  the  post-El  Nino  winters 
of  1983-1984  and  1998-1999.  The  No- 
vember invasion  of  Lake  Erie  by  maritime 
species  was  felt  well  into  December.  An  ear- 
ly December  chill  quickly  gave  way  to  soggy 
warmth  that  turned  spring-like  across  the 
Region  after  Christmas  and  entering  the 
New  Year.  The  heron  family  may  never  have 
been  so  well  represented  in  winter  as  this 
season.  Waterfowl  and  songbird  species  lin- 
gered, even  foregoing  migration  altogether, 
some  in  extraordinary  numbers,  notably 
swallows.  More  seasonal  temperatures  re- 
turned in  mid-January  but  it  took  a severe 
chill  in  the  waning  days  continuing  through 
Eebruary  to  ice  over  much  of  the  Region’s 
waterways.  This  wintry  weather  induced  a 
number  of  species  to  move  southward,  while 
others  were  snared  in  the  quickly 
forming  ice.  An  open  Lake  Erie,  offer- 
ing up  lake-effect  snow  through  much 
of  the  season,  was  mostly  ice-bound 
by  mid-Eebruary.  Gull  variety  in- 
creased substantially  inland  to  the 
Three  Rivers  area  of  southwestern 
Pennsylvania,  while  to  the  south.  West 
Virginia  enjoyed  a tremendous  incur- 
sion of  waterfowl.  Western  additions 
to  the  Region’s  avifauna  included  an 
Inca  Dove  and  a Virginia’s  Warbler, 
both  firsts  for  West  Virginia,  and  a 
Scott’s  Oriole,  a hrst  for  Pennsylvania. 

Abbreviations:  Deer  Creek  (Deer  Creek 
Res.,  Pickaway/Ross.  OH);  C.C.S.P  (Cae- 
sar Creek  S.  P,  Warren/Grecne,  OH); 

G.L.R.  (Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery, 

PA);  J.H.N.W.R.  (John  Heinz  NWR, 
Philadelphia,  PA);  M.C.W.M.A.  (Middle 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Lancaster/Lebanon,  PA); 
O.D.N.R.  (Ohio  Department  of  Natural  Re- 
sources); O.N.W.R.  (Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Lii- 
cas/Ottawa,  OH);  P.W.R.S.  (Pennsylvania  Win- 
ter Raptor  Survey);  RI.S.R  (Presque  Isle  S.  R, 
Erie,  PA);  P.M.W.B.C.  (Philadelphia  Mid-Win- 
ter Bird  Census;  6 Jan);  RW.T.  (Penn  Warner 
Tract,  Elicits,  PA);  P.V.P  (Peace  Valley  Park, 
Bucks,  PA);  R.C.B.  (Robert  C.  Byrd  Lock  & 


Dam,  Mason,  WV);  S.N.P.  (State  Nature  Pre- 
serve); T.L.  (Tullytown  Landfill,  Bucks,  PA). 

WATERFOWL 

A late  flight  of  Tundra  Swans  over  Lake,  OH  2 
Dec  numbered  123  OP);  1300-1600  wintered 
in  Ottawa,  OH  (O.D.N.R.  aerial  survey, 
m.ob.),  and  90  wintered  at  Killdeer  Plains 
W.A.,  Wyandot,  OH  29  Dec+  (R.  Lowry,  BS, 
VL).  Equally  notable,  200  were  found  around 
Hamburg,  PA  31  Dec  (fide  RK)  and  210  in  In- 
diana, PA  27  Dec  (M.  Higbee).  After  3 ap- 
peared in  Jefferson,  WV  2 Leb  (MO),  the 
species  was  widely  observed  across  the  state, 
peaking  at  21  at  R.C.B.  24  Leb  (DP).  Mute 
Swans  ventured  southward,  with  4 in  Mason, 
WV  24  Leb  (R.  Talbert).  Two  Ross’s  Geese  ap- 
peared at  Deer  Creek  4-15  Dec  (RR,  m.ob.); 
perhaps  the  same  2 were  located  nearby  in 
Ross,  OH  9-20  Jan  QL,  B.  Whan,  D.  Hess  et 
ah).  Another  was  found  in  Ottawa,  OH  1 1 Leb 
(JP).  A flock  of  6 was  present  near  Martins- 
burg,  WV  12-15  Jan  (S.  Harris,  MO),  match- 
ing the  seasonal  tally  for  Pennsylvania,  where 
3 resided  in  Chester  6 Jan-25  Leb  (m.ob.). 
While  common  in  winter  within  the  Eastern 
Highlands,  Snow  Geese  were  more  prevalent 
across  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region  in  winter 
than  normal.  Bob  Powell  makes  a case  that 
the  180  over  C.C.S.P  8 Jan  and  the  130  there 
10  Jan  were  different  flocks.  This  correspond- 


Leb  0-  Thurston).  In  West  Virginia,  after  a fall 
flight  of  60  over  Jefferson  8 Dec  (MO),  the 
species  could  be  found  in  scattered  locations, 
led  by  14  at  R.C.B.  10  Jan  (WA).  In  Ohio,  a 17 
Dec  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Cuya- 
hoga and  one  in  Clermont  21  Leb  (D.  Morse) 
were  consistent  with  fall  and  spring  migration 
patterns.  The  species  remains  rare  in  midwin- 
ter in  the  w,  so  2 in  Adams  24  Jan  (ph.  VP), 
another  in  Auglaize  24  Jan  (A.  Werst,  Jr.),  5 in 
Greene  3-4  Leb  (RA  et  ah),  and  2 in  Ottawa  11 
Leb  OP)  were  unusual.  A flock  of  6 near 
Lewisburg,  WV  24-26  Leb  (B.  Williams)  like- 
ly were  spring  migrants.  Pennsylvania  record- 
ed 8 for  the  season,  including  4 in  Chester,  PA 
(m.ob.),  3 alone  in  Unionville  25  Feb  (NP). 
Few  details  now  accompany  Cackling  Goose 
reports,  but  the  species  appears  to  be  of  rare 
but  regular  occurrence  in  winter.  In  Ohio,  re- 
ports from  six  counties  were  led  by  6 birds  in 
Hamilton  15  Jan  0-  Rowe).  One  report  came 
from  Mineral,  WV  21  Dec  Q-  B.  Churchill). 
More  common  to  the  e.  in  Pennsylvania,  a 
season  total  of  35-40  was  reported,  including 
11  from  PVR  29  Jan  (CR).  A Brant  was  pres- 
ent at  PVR  6-16  Dec  (AM,  SK)  and  Greencas- 
tle  Res.,  Franklin,  PA  22  Jan  (D.  Snell).  Single 
Barnacle  Geese  were  seen  at  P.V.P.  27  Dec 
(SK)  and  L.  Chillisquaque,  Montour,  PA  17-23 
Dec  0-  Beam). 

The  1 19  Gadwalls  on  Kelleys  h,  Erie  20  Jan 


This  first-cyde  Black-headed  Gull  was  photographed  at  Tullytown,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  12  January  2007;  the  species  is  recorded 
almost  annually  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 


ed  with  130  moving  southward  over  the 
Cincinnati  area  6-10  Jan  in  scattered  flocks 
(D.  Morse,  Jr.,  TU,  KRo,  GF).  Elsewhere  in 
Ohio,  the  species  was  encountered  widely, 
with  mid-season  concentrations  bracketed  by 
38  at  The  Wilds  6 Jan  (GCr),  35  at  Deer  Creek 
(R  Gardner),  12  in  Mercer  (].  Bowers),  12  in 
Wayne  (H.  Ostermiller),  and  12  at  Hoover  2 


(TB)  and  178  in  Hamilton  1 Feb  (RE),  the  45 
Northern  Pintails  at  Longbrake  Wetlands, 
Hardin  14  Jan  (RC),  and  187  Northern  Shov- 
elers  at  Castalia,  Eric  8 Feb  (VF)  were  record 
or  near-record  mid-winter  concentrations  for 
Ohio.  Leftovers  from  the  late-fall  concentra- 
tions on  Sandusky  Bay  included  1500  North- 
ern Pintails  and  4850  Gadwalls  6 Dec 
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This  apparent  first-cycle  Thayer's  Gull  at  Pittsburgh,  Aliegheny  County,  Pennsylvania 
18  February  2007  was  part  of  a gull  invasion  there;  its  identification  stimulated  much 
discussion,  as  the  petite  head/biil  and  lightly  marked  tertiais  suggest  Kumlieti's  Ice- 
land Gulls.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


(O.D.N.R.  aerial  survey).  Similarly,  the 
Philadelphia  Mid-winter  Bird  Census  6 Jan 
produced  416  Northern  Shovelers.  The  64 
Gadwalls  at  R.C.B.  20  Jan  (WA,  MG)  made  a 
high  mid-season  count  for  West  Virginia, 
while  an  equal  number  at  L.  Arthur,  Butler, 
PA  24  Dec  was  an  excellent  total.  Eight 
Northern  Pintails  and  66  American  Black 
Ducks  19  Feb  were  superb  tallies  for  the  New 
R.  in  Summers,  WV  0™  & Judy  Phillips). 
Lingering  Blue-winged  Teal  included  single 
birds  in  Lawrence,  PA  8 Dec-5  Jan  (MV)  and 
Washington,  PA  8-10  Feb  (R.  Gallardy  et  al.). 
A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Hamilton,  OH  1- 
4 Feb  (RF,  m.ob.)  was  a rare  mid-winter 
record  for  the  state.  The  93  Redheads  on  the 
Shenandoah  R.  in  Jefferson  26  Feb  (MO)  was 
a high  count  for  the  West  Virginia  panhandle. 
Indicative  of  the  mild  season  through  Jan, 
130  Ring-necked  Ducks  remained  in  Summit, 
OH  23  Jan,  180  in  Hamilton,  OH  5 Feb  (RF), 
while  91  concentrated  on  the  Scioto  R.  in 
Columbus  31  Jan  (RR).  Atypical  of  recent 
winter  seasons,  the  scaup  composition  fa- 
vored Greater  over  Lesser,  with  1600:1200 
the  ratio  around  Kelleys  L,  Erie  23  Feb  (TB  et 
al.).  Maumee  Bay  saw  scaup  up  to  24,000  on 
31  Jan  (O.D.N.R.  aerial  survey),  a concentra- 
tion more  typical  of  migration.  The  fall  sea 
duck  parade  on  L.  Erie  continued  into  the 
first  half  of  the  season.  A King  Eider  was  seen 
at  PI.S.E  23  Dec  OM);  a female  was  seen  at 
several  locations  in  Lake,  OH  1-2  Dec  (RH, 
LR,  JP).  In  the  Central  Basin,  the  counties  of 
Lake,  Cuyahoga,  and  Lorain  had  reports  of  up 
to  2 King  Eiders  27  Jan  (NA,  RR,  GL,  m.ob.), 
including  a first-winter  male.  The  flight  of  6 
Harlequin  Ducks  into  the  Central  Basin  2 
Dec  (RH,  LR)  may  explain  the  sporadic  re- 
ports of  individuals  along  the  shoreline  of  L. 
Erie  through  27  Jan  QP)  from  Lorain,  Cuya- 
hoga, and  Lake.  In  the  Western  Basin,  2 ap- 
parently moved  back  and  forth  from  main- 
land Marblehead,  Ottawa  16  Dec  (ph.  P Ko- 


covsky,  P.  Wetzel)  across  to 
Kelleys  L,  Erie  through  20 
Jan  (IP  TB  et  al).  A strong 
flight  in  Lake,  OH  2 Dec  held 
20-1-  Long-tailed  Ducks  and 
150-t  scoters  (RH);  farther  e., 
3295  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
at  Pl.S.P  that  day  QM)-  Sub- 
sequently, 91  White -winged 
Scoters  were  tallied  at  Pl.S.P. 
11  Dec  OM).  The  fallout  left 
remarkable  numbers  of  scot- 
ers wintering  through  the 
late  Jan  freeze  within  the 
Central  Basin.  At  Sims  Park, 
Cuyahoga,  there  were  12 
White-winged  and  17  Surf 
Scoters  1 Jan,  with  30  Surfs  there  21  Jan 
(NA).  Although  common  in  early  Dec,  Black 
Scoters  numbered  no  more  than  3 into  late 
Jan  in  Ohio  and  at  Pl.S.P.  12-21  Jan  QM). 
Scoters  were  mostly  on  L.  Erie  until  the 
freeze,  when  single  Surf  and  Black  Scoters  ap- 
peared at  Alum  Creek  Res.,  Delaware,  OH  2 
Feb  (RTh).  One  remained  at  L.  Arthur,  Butler, 


Part  of  an  influx  of  gulls  at  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County,  Penn- 
sylvania 17  February  2007,  this  bird  was  one  of  two  second- 
cycle  Iceland  Gulls  detected.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


PA  9 Dec  until  the  early  Feb  freeze-up 
(m.ob.).  Two  White-winged  Scoters  frequent- 
ed the  R.C.B.  area  15-24  Feb  (S.  Albaugh). 
Five  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Beaver,  PA  4 Feb  were 
unusual  (B.  Smith,  MV).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  inland  19  Dec,  with  3 in  Medina  and  2 
at  Deer  Creek  (RR)  remaining  there  through 
4 Feb  (TB);  one  was  s.  to  Hamilton,  OH  26 
Jan-3  Feb  (L.  Gruber,  JL).  Counts  of  1350 
Buffleheads  19  Jan,  1190  Common  Gold- 
eneyes 20  Jan,  and  1900  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers 22  Jan  from  Kelleys  1.,  Erie,  OH  (TB) 
were  well  above  the  norm  for  L.  Erie  in  mid- 
winter. A Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded 
Merganser  hybrid  was  at  Pl.S.P  24  Jan  QM). 
The  peak  count  of  Common  Mergansers  was 
1300  at  PVP  27  Jan  (AM),  and  10,500  on 
Maumee  Bay  17  Jan  (O.D.N.R.  aerial  survey) 
made  up  the  bulk  of  the  wintering  popula- 
tion on  L.  Erie. 


TURKEY  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

An  apparently  freshly  lined  Wild  Turkey  nest 
with  8 eggs  was  discovered  2 Dec  in  Marion, 
WV  (fide  J.  Herron).  Up  to  6 Red-throated 
Loons  along  the  Central  Basin  the  first  week 
of  Dec  trailed  the  fall  flight  Ok  kTf>  l-k> 
m.ob.);  one  was  w.  to  Kelleys  I.  28  Dec  (TB). 
The  species  was  found  inland  to  C.C.S.P.  2 
Dec  (RA),  on  L.  Arthur,  Butler,  PA  16  Dec  (G. 
Wilhelm),  at  PVP.  2 Dec  (AM),  on  the 
Glenolden  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  NP),  on 
Chambers  L.,  Chester,  PA  6 Dec  (P.  Fisher), 
and  2 were  seen  on  the  Delaware  R.  in  Bucks, 
PA  22-25  Feb  (N.  Zahn,  DF).  A rare  mid-sea- 
son  record  came  from  Lake,  OH  9 Jan  QP)- 
Single  mid-season  Common  Loons  were  in 
Cuyahoga,  OH  21  Jan  0-  McConnor)  and 
Chester,  PA  2 Feb  0-  Loomis).  An  Eared 
Grebe  was  found  in  Hamilton,  OH  1 Dec 
(KH)  and  at  Pl.S.P  11  Dec  QM).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  at  C.C.S.P  10  Dec  (LG)  was 
late  in  the  w.,  and  up  to  16  were  reported 
across  Pennsylvania  for  the  season  (m.ob.). 
An  American  White  Pelican  was  present  at 
Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery,  PA  14-16  Dec 
(L.  & J.  Hillegass);  one  at  Deer  Creek  re- 
mained through  5 Jan  (RR,  m.ob.).  Up  to  30 
Double-crested  Cormorants  could  be  found 
on  the  Scioto  R.  in  Columbus  28  Jan  0- 
Brown).  The  PM.W.B.C.  recorded  a remark- 
able 51  Double-crested  and  25  Great  Cor- 
morants 6 Jan  (fide  KR). 

Consistent  with  its  history  in  Ohio  during 
strong  El  Nino  events.  Great  Egrets  could  be 
found  well  into  the  season:  singles  were  in 
Highland  2-10  Dec  (RA),  in  Stark  3 Dec  (P 
Soehnlen),  at  Deer  Creek  7-12  Jan  (E.  Reiner, 
RR),  and  in  Gallia  22  Jan  (ph.  VF),  with  2 in 
Erie  16  Dec  (VF).  In  West  Virginia,  one  was  in 
Mason  6-20  Jan  (WA,  MG,  MO,  m.ob.).  Six 
Great  Egrets  were  recorded  on  the  Glenolden 
C.B.C.,  PA  16  Dec,  and  3 were  recorded  on 
the  PM.W.B.C.  (fide  KR).  A Green  Heron  was 
at  Crooked  Run  Nature  Preserve,  Clcnnont, 
OH  17  Dec-9  Jan  (K.  Robinson,  JL,  m.ob.),  a 
2nd  Jan  record  and  new  late  date  for  Ohio. 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  entered  the  sea- 
son with  100  present  along  the  Cuyahoga  R. 
in  downtown  Cleveland  (P.  Lozano);  70  re- 
mained until  10  Jan  Ok)-  A Least  Bittern  at 
Winton  Woods,  Hamilton  3 Dec  (J.  Bens,  Jay 
Stenger)  furnished  only  the  2nd  winter  record 
for  Ohio.  An  American  Bittern  lingered  in 
Chester,  PA  18  Dec  Q-  Edge),  while  one  near 
Circleville,  Pickaway,  OH  4-12  Feb  (ph.  T. 
Bain)  was  extraordinary.  A Glossy  Ibis  at 
J.H.N.W.R.  was  recorded  on  the  Glenolden 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  0-  C.  Miller). 

Six  Virginia  Rails  remained  at  Springville 
Marsh  S.N.R,  Seneca,  OH  1 Jan  (TB  et  al);  the 
species  wintered  in  Jefferson,  WV  (MO),  and 
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White-winged  gulls,  which  often  move  southward  in  winter 
as  large  lakes  in  Canada  begin  to  freeze,  turned  up  in  states 
south  of  the  Great  Lakes  mostly  in  February  2007,  as  the 
season  turned  from  unseasonably  warm  to  bitterly  cold. 

This  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  was  photographed  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania  10  February  2007. 
Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 

2 were  still  present  in  Quakertown  Swamp, 
Bucks,  PA  13  Jan  (DF,  CR).  A Common 
Moorhen  lingered  in  Bucks,  PA  through  26 
Jan  (A.  Binns).  The  w.  Bight  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  materialized  7 Dec,  with  1300  over 
Cincinnati  (m.ob.).  Odd  was  a count  of  57 
from  South  Bass  I.  8 Dec  (L.  Brohl).  Many 
held  on  farther  n.,  as  from  5-12  Feb,  90  birds 
in  four  flocks  were  seen  overhead  in  w.  Ohio 
(E.  Roush,  T.  Wheat,  M.  Flynn,  JP).  Where 
most  years  this  corresponds  with  the  early 
push  northward,  these  flocks  were  all  moving 
southward,  coincident  with  the  arrival  of  se- 
vere freezing  and  heavy  snows.  A Sandhill 
Crane  was  present  at  M.C.W.M.A.  Dec-Feb 
(m.ob.).  American  Coots  have  been  enjoying 
the  ice-free  reservoirs  of  Ohio  through  early 
winter  for  some  years  now.  An  amazing  4000 
entered  Jan  in  Ohio,  with  an  equally  astound- 
ing 3000-r  at  Pl.S.P.  through  Jan  QM)-  How- 
ever, dozens  if  not  hundreds  of  birds  died  in 
Feb  after  a sudden  freeze  of  inland  reservoirs 
within  Ohio.  A Turkey  Vulture  remained  on 
Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  29  Dec-21  Jan  OE  TB  et 
al.);  it  or  another  made  its  way  to  Magee 
Marsh,  Ottawa,  OH  6 Feb  (Kim  Kaufman). 
The  542  Black  Vultures  on  the  P.W.R.S.  was  a 
record-high  count  (GG). 

A late  Osprey  was  seen  at  L.  Nockamixon, 
Bucks,  PA  9 Dec  (B.  Etter).  The  RW.R.S.  post- 
ed a record-high  107  Northern  Harriers  (GG). 
Of  480  Bald  Eagles  on  the  mid-winter  survey 
across  53  counties  in  Ohio,  165  were  found  in 
the  Western  Basin  (O.D.N.R.).  A dark-morph 
Western  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  identihed  in 
Dry  Eork,  WV  22  Jan  (C.  Rucker).  A Golden 
Eagle  was  reported  from  Deer  Creek  6 Dec  0- 
Kuenzli);  an  imm.  on  Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  23 
Eeb  (TB)  may  have  been  a first  for  the  L.  Erie 
islands.  Although  declining  for  several  years 
in  Ohio,  American  Kestrels  continued  to  post 
gains  farther  e.,  where  a tally  of  511,  yet  an- 
other record  high,  came  from  the  P.W.R.S.  Up 
to  22  Merlins  were  reported  in  Pennsylvania 
during  the  season. 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Wintering  Killdeer  n.  of  the  Ohio  R.  were  lim- 
ited to  6 at  Pleasant  Hill  L.,  Ashland,  OH  2 
Eeb  (GC)  and  4 at  C.C.S.P  in  mid-Jan  (VE). 
Two  late  Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  seen  on  the 
Glenolden  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (S.  Conant).  The 
latest  Dunlins  were  2 at  Conneaut  29  Dec 
QP).  A strong  flight  of  Purple  Sandpipers 
brought  5 to  Headlands  through  17  Dec  (RH 
et  al.)  with  one  remaining  20  Jan  Q-  Talking- 
ton  et  al.).  One  was  w.  to  Maumee  Bay  S.P, 
Lucas  3 Dec  (BZ),  while  4 were  on  Kelleys  I. 
17  Dec,  with  one  still  present  30  Dec  (JP). 
The  species  was  also  reported  from  Lorain  9 
Dec  (S.  Landes)  and  Pl.S.P  14  Dec  QM).  A 
Least  Sandpiper  on  the  Southern  Bucks 
County  C.B.C.  was  new  for  the  count  (DP), 
and  one  was  in  Cumberland,  PA  through  17 
Eeb  (V  Gauthier).  The  5 Wilson’s  Snipe  at 
Cowan  L.,  Clinton  29  Jan  (LG),  a high  mid- 
season count  for  s.  Ohio,  was  easily  exceeded 
by  30  at  R.C.B.  3 Eeb  (WA,  DP);  one  lingered 
in  Chester,  PA  17  Eeb  (NP),  while  13+  were 
reported  during  the  season  in  Bucks,  PA 
(m.ob.),  including  birds  into  Eeb  at  Maple 
Knoll  Farm  (R.  Smith). 


A Parasitic  Jaeger  was  in  Lake,  OH  2 Dec 
and  a Pomarine  the  next  day  QP)-  Another  2 
Pomarine  Jaegers  were  there  7 Jan  QP)-  Two 
Little  Gulls  were  in  Lake,  OH  7 Dec  (GL). 
Two  reappeared  16  Feb  in  Lorain,  OH  Q- 
Brumfield).  The  Cleveland  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  remained  through  7 Dec  (GL).  A Black- 
headed Gull  was  at  T.L.  6-23  Jan  (DF),  and  a 
California  Gull  was  at  Bristol,  Bucks  13  Jan 
(ph.  M.  Sharp).  An  ad.  California  Gull  was  re- 
ported from  Kelleys  L,  OH  17  Dec  OP)-  Eight 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  seen  in  the 
Central  Basin;  inland,  3 were  at  Clear  Pork 
Res.,  Richland/Morrow,  OH  14  Jan  Q-  Her- 
man). Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  peaked  at 
315  at  RVR  30  Dec  (AM)  and  5684  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  recorded  on  the 
Southern  Bucks  County  C.B.C.  16  Dec.  An 
apparent  Herring  Gull  x Great  Black-backed 
Gull  hybrid  was  reported  from  Cleveland  1 1 
Eeb  OP)-  A Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  re- 


ported from  Deer  Creek  4 Feb  (E.  Reiner),  a 
first  for  s.-cen.  Ohio.  An  ad.  Glaucous  Gull 
was  at  Charles  Mill  Res.,  Ashland,  OH  31 
Jan-8  Feb  (GC,  ph.  B.  Click,  m.ob.),  for  a 
very  rare  inland  record.  Nelson’s  Gull  reports 
included  2 at  T.L.  12  Jan  (TJ)  and  one  at  Bris- 
tol, Bucks,  PA  14  Jan  (DF).  White-winged 
gulls  were  scarce  on  L.  Erie.  Only  2-3  each  of 
Thayer’s  and  Iceland  Gulls  and  up  to  5 Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  reported  in  the  Central  Basin. 
A notable  concentration  of  gulls  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Allegheny/Monongahela/Ohio 
Rivers  in  Eeb  held  up  at  least  6 Iceland,  3 
Glaucous,  and  2 Thayer’s  (fide  PH,  m.ob.). 
Single  Thayer’s  Gulls  in  Pennsylvania  were  at 
Memorial  L.,  Lebanon  late  Dec-3  Jan  (m.ob.), 
in  Erie  9 Jan  0M)>  arid  at  T.  L.  6-12  (DP)  & 
21Jan(TJ). 

An  Inca  Dove  in  Huntington,  Cabell,  WV 
3-10  Dec  (D.  Rieger,  ph.  MO,  m.ob.)  repre- 
sents a first  state  and  Regional  record.  An  ear- 
ly Barn  Owl  nesting  was  reported  28  Jan  in 
Northumberland,  PA  (W.  Laubscher),  al- 
though the  5 young  succumbed  to  the  weath- 
er. Barn  Owls  were  found  at  five  locations  in 
Juniata,  PA  (C.  Kaufmann),  an  encouraging 
number.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  in  the 


Western  Basin  numbered  7 at  Kelleys  1.  29 
Dec  (TB  et  al.)  and  3 at  Maumee  Bay  S.P,  Lu- 
cas 17  Jan  (GLi,  BZ).  A Snowy  Owl  appeared 
at  West  Branch  Res.,  Portage,  OH  1 Jan  (Stan 
& Linda  Colburn).  The  fall  Black-chinned 
Hummingbird  in  Harper’s  Ferry,  Jefferson, 
WV  remained  through  30  Jan  (Lynn  Wise- 
man). An  ad.  female  Rufous  Hummingbird  at 
Summit  Pt.,  WV  was  overlooked  from  the  fall 
16-30  Oct  (fide  MO).  Several  more  humming- 
birds first  appearing  in  Oct  braved  the  winter 
season.  Three  were  visiting  a feeder  in 
Fayette,  WV  in  early  Dec,  where  one,  an  imm. 
male  Rufous,  remained  to  be  banded  17  Dec 
(B.  Hilton,  Jr.).  A Rufous  Hummingbird  in 
Shepardstown,  WV  was  last  seen  8 Feb  (K. 
Henry,  ph.  MO).  A Rufous/Allen’s  in  Mont- 
gomery, PA  8-9  Dec  (S.  Boucas-Neto)  and  a 
Rufous  present  during  the  fall  at  McDonald, 
Washington,  PA  remained  through  19  Dec  (R. 
&:  E.  Posel).  Another  Selasphorus,  probably 


C A The  mid-winter  status  of  American  Woodcock  remains  something  of  a mystery.  Presumably  newly  arrived  migrants, 
../^singles  were  widely  noted  by  28  Feb  through  the  Ohio  R.  drainage  to  Wayne,  M and  Morgan,  OH,  preceded  by  one  in 
Cabell,  WV  24  Feb  (MG,  DP)  and  one  in  Chester,  PA  20  Feb  (J.  Sebastiani).  Or  were  these  instead  detections  of  overwintering 
birds?  The  species  may  well  winter  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Ohio  R.,  a low  density  of  birds  and  birders  alike  contribut- 
ing to  its  apparent  rarity.  However,  recent  warm  spells  in  Jan  produced  calling  birds,  with  up  to  5 reported  in  s.  Ohio  counties 
such  as  one  at  East  Fork  1.,  Clermont  24  Jan  (B.  Stanley)  and  in  Adams  13  Jan  [fide  B.  Whan).  Interpreting  the  winter  status  of 
such  a retiring  species  at  the  fringes  of  its  range  is  difficult.  Have  woodcocks  been  present  annually  but  overlooked?  Or  are  we 
seeing  a genuine  increase  in  numbers  of  birds  remaining  farther  n.  through  an  increasingly  mild  season?  In  well-birded  Bucks, 
PA,  woodcocks  were  present  3 & 21  Jan  (DF,  H.  McGarrity) — it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  the  species  has  been  overlooked  here. 
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The  so-called  "Nelson's  Gull,"  a hybrid  between  Glaucous  and  Herring  Gulls,  was 
reported  in  at  least  five  eastern  states  in  winter  2006-2007.  This  first-cycle  bird 
at  Island  View  Business  Complex,  Bristol  County,  Pennsylrania  was  pho- 
tographed 14  January  2007.  Photogrepli  by  Howard  Eskin. 


an  ad.  female  Rufous,  was  in  Berks,  PA  26 
Nov-18  jan  (C.  Cravotta). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FilCHES 

An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  present  at 
Lititz,  Lancaster,  PA  21  Dec-3  Jan  (J.  Sheaffer, 
ph.  E Haas) — -just  a 3rd  record  for  Pennsylva- 
nia. A Western  Kingbird  was  present  near 
Morgantov/n,  Berks,  PA  25  Dec-11  Jan  (H. 
Hartshore,  m.ob.  ph.);  a yellow-bellied  king- 
bird seen  briefly  at  Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  Lucas, 
OH  10  Dec  (BZ;  L.  Stifel)  was  thought  to  be  a 
Western.  Eastern  Phoebes  were  widely  noted 
in  s.  Ohio  and  w.-cen.  West  Virginia  counties 
through  Dec.  Up  to  9 were  counted  on  the 
Cincinnati  C.B.C.  and  14  on  the  Charleston 
C.B.C.,  while  7 remained  into  Jan  around  sw. 
Ohio  (RF,  B.  Hull,  G.  Fantetti,  JL).  Pushing 
their  n.  limits  farther,  wintering  were  birds  at 
Hoover  27  Jan  (RTh)  and  n.  to  L.  Erie,  where 
one  was  found  dead  4 Feb  at  O.N.W.R. 
(m.ob.).  A hardier  bird  was  found  in  Musk- 
ingum, OH  7 Feb  (A.  Lavy).  There  were  six 
mid-winter  reports  of  Eastern  Phoebes  in 
Berks,  PA  30  Dec-18  Feb,  including  one  that 
survived  single-digit  temps  (RK).  An  uniden- 
tified Empidonax  flycatcher  was  at  Muddy 
Run,  Lancaster,  PA  during  the  Southern  Lan- 
caster C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  BS).  Two  Common 
Ravens  at  Edinboro,  Erie,  PA  1 Feb  were  w.  of 
the  normal  range  (D.  Peters).  The  11  on  the 
Hamburg  C.B.C.  was  a new  high  (fide  RK). 

A surprising  flock  of  6 Tree  Swallows  ap- 
peared in  Summers,  VW  25  Feb  (Jim  & Judy 
Phillips);  3 more  were  in  Putnam,  WV  28  Feb 


(C.  Ellis);  and  2 on  the  West 
Chester  C.B.C.,  PA  16  Dec  were 
new  for  the  count  (D.  Davis). 
Two  Cave  Swallows  were  re- 
ported in  Lehigh,  PA  1 Dec  (D. 
Welch).  Single  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  were  reported  from 
Greenbriar,  Jefferson,  and 
Hardy,  WV  (BW,  MO,  M.  John- 
son). The  total  of  100  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  on  Kelleys  I., 
OH  17  Dec  was  reminiscent  of  a 
Dec  1983  count  on  the  islands. 
Once  thought  accidental  after 
the  C.B.C.  period.  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  wide- 
spread mid-season,  with  Ohio 
reports  from  Lawrence  (VF), 
Jackson  (VF),  Pickaway  (G. 
Stauffer),  Butler  (B.  Heck), 
Franklin  (K.  Graham),  Hamilton  (2;  N.  Cade, 
W.  Hull),  and  Kelleys  I.,  Erie  21  Jan  (2;  TB).  A 
late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  seen  in  Lan- 
caster, PA  3 Dec  (CR,  D.  Hoffman).  A Marsh 
Wren  lingered  at  Quakertown  Swamp,  Bucks, 
PA  through  24  Dec  (R.  French,  B.  Etter),  and 
one  survived  the  winter  at  Buckingham  Wet- 
lands, Bucks  (R.  Hendrick).  It  was  banner 
year  across  the  Region  for  Carolina  and  Win- 
ter Wrens.  Five  lingering  House  Wrens  in 
Pennsylvania  included  one  on  the  P.M.W.B.C. 
6 Jan  (fide  KR).  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was 
present  in  Fairview  Twp.,  Erie,  PA  31  Dec-3 
Feb  (M.  Anderson,  ph.  JM).  The  7600  Amer- 
ican Robins  on  the  Cincinnati  C.B.C.  30  Dec 
were  especially  impressive,  as  were  the  818  on 
Kelleys  I.,  OH  17  Dec  (JP).  Hundreds  of 
robins  could  be  found  daily  across  Ohio  R. 
counties  of  Adams,  Scioto,  and  Lawrence 
through  Jan  (VF).  Hermit  Thrushes  were 
common  early  in  the  season,  as  evidenced  by 
107  on  Kelleys  L,  OH  17  Dec  QP  et  al-)-  A 
Brown  Thrasher  wintered  n.  to  Franklin,  OH 
through  2 Feb  (RTh).  Wintering  Brown 
Thrashers  in  Bucks,  PA  included  one  in  War- 
rington Twp.  12  Dec-26  Feb  (R.  French)  and 
one  in  Bedminster  Twp.  21-28  Feb  (J.  Mertz). 
Late  Ohio  Gray  Catbirds  included  one  in 
Stark  30  Dec  (E.  Snively)  and  one  in  Wyandot 
1 jan  (Kenn  Kaufman).  Two  Gray  Catbirds 
survived  in  multiflora  rose  at  L.  Ontelaunee, 
Berks,  PA  through  at  least  25  Feb  (S. 
Fordyce). 

In  Ohio,  up  to  25  American  Pipits  were  at 
Madison  8 Jan  (RR),  while  115  appeared  sw. 


^ A An  amazing  140  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  ?«re  present  on  the  P.M.W.B.C.  6 Jan,  most  at  the  Northeast  Wa- 
■J  r\  ter  Pollution  Control  Plant  in  Philadelphia;  an  estimated  200  were  present  in  Dec  Large  numbers  have  been  record- 
ed at  this  location  in  the  previous  two  winters  as  well  This  is  believed  to  be  the  mly  U.S.  location  n.  of  s.  Florida  and  s.  Texas 
where  the  species  currently  winters  in  any  numbers  (KR).  The  swallows  here  apparently  subsist  on  a species  of  Chironomid. 


of  West  Union,  Adams  in  mid-Jan  (ph.VF). 
Curiously,  the  species  did  not  become  con- 
spicuous in  West  Virginia  until  later,  when  16 
appeared  in  Jefferson  14  Feb  (B.  Haydl)  and 
23  in  Hardy  21  Feb  (MO).  A flock  of  500 
American  Pipits  in  Berks,  PA  21  Jan  (RK)  and 
another  of  75-80  in  Northampton,  PA  5 Feb 
(RW,  N.  Pryzwara)  were  excellent  late-winter 
counts.  Another  late  migration  saw  110,000 
European  Starlings  on  Kelleys  I.,  OH  28  Dec 
(TB).  Ohio’s  4th  wintering  Orange-crowned 
Warbler  was  in  Franklin  13  Feb  (ph.  N.  Nye). 
A Virginia’s  Warbler  appeared  at  the  feeder  of 
Dave  and  Kim  Myles  in  Harper’s  Ferry,  Jeffer- 
son, WV  10-15  Feb  (ph.  MO,  m.ob.)  for  a first 
state  and  Regional  record  and  one  of  very  few 
in  the  East/Midwest.  A Nashville  Warbler  was 
in  Hamilton,  OH  4-6  Dec  (L.  Brumbaugh). 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers  were  especially  nu- 
merous across  the  Region.  The  56  on  Kelleys 
I.,  OH  in  mid-Dec  dwindled  to  22  by  20  Jan 
(TB  et  al).  Another  56  were  counted  around 
Buckeye  Furnace,  Jackson,  OH  in  mid-Jan 
(VF).  A Pine  Warbler  was  in  Stark,  OH 
through  4 Feb  (S.  Jackson,  R.  Macko),  and 
another  spent  the  period  in  Mason,  Hamilton, 


Pennsyivania's  third,  this  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Lititz, 
Lancaster  County  was  smartly  photographed  30  December 
2006.  The  species  appears  to  be  increasing  as  a late-autumn 
and  early  winter  visitor  to  the  East  in  the  past  several  years. 
Phetegrapk  by  GeeffMalosh. 

OH  (ph.  L.  Keene).  A Yellow  Warbler  was 
seen  on  the  P.M.W.B.C.  (E  Windfelder).  A 
Cape  May  Warbler  was  present  in  Franklin, 
PA  through  at  least  7 Feb  (E.  Martin).  A lin- 
gering Palm  Warbler  was  in  Chester,  PA  4 Jan 
(K.  Fryberger).  Late  Common  Yellowthroats 
were  in  Centre  8 Jan  (J.  Verica)  and  noted  on 
the  EM.W.B.C.  (fide  KR).  A late  Ovenbird  was 
in  Washington,  PA  17  Dec  (R.  Gallardy,  T. 
Byrnes).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  recorded 
on  the  Glenolden  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (D.  McGov- 
ern). A Western  Tanager  was  present  in  a 
Columbus,  OH  neighborhood  4-20  Dec  (RTh, 
ph.  RR,  m.ob.). 

A lingering  Indigo  Bunting  was  seen  on 
the  EM.W.B.C.  (R.  Hynson,  B.  Keim),  and 
single  Painted  Buntings  in  Pennsylvania  in 
Emporium,  Cameron  11-15  Dec  (fide  M. 
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This  Western  Kingbird  at  Morgantown,  Berks  County,  Penn- 
sylvania 30  December  2006  is  not  calling  here  but  is  regur- 
gitating berry  seeds.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Johnson,  ph.)  and  at  J.H.N.W.R.  7-21  Jan 
(FW,  m.ob.  ph  H.  Eskin).  A Lark  Sparrow 
wintered  at  Maple  Knoll  Farms,  Bucks,  PA 
(R.  & V Smith).  Three  Savannah  Sparrows 
were  n.  to  L.  Erie  in  Lucas,  OH  17  Dec  (GLi), 
where  a Vesper  Sparrow  was  also  seen.  A 
Harris’s  Sparrow  appeared  25  Jan  in  Holmes, 
OH,  remaining  through  the  period  (ph.  W. 
Miller,  m.oh.).  A remarkable  101  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  still  present  on  Kel- 
leys 1.,  OH  20  Jan,  with  2 Oregon  Juncos 
there  the  next  day  (TB).  A female  Oregon 
Junco  was  carefully  identified  at  Blendon 
Woods,  Franklin  28  Jan  (D.  Linzell),  and  one 
was  near  West  Union,  Adams.  OH  (VF)  for 
the  2nd  winter  in  a row.  The  200  Lapland 
Longspurs  in  Licking,  OH  23  Feb  (RR)  made 
a high  count  for  the  Glaciated  Plateau  re- 
gion. At  least  13  lingering  Baltimore  Orioles 
in  Pennsylvania  included  4 in  Bucks,  with 
singles  through  the  winter  at  Levittown  (G. 
Carmichael)  and  New  Hope  (S.  Meyers). 
Four  were  recorded  on  the  West  Chester 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (NP),  and  3 were  at  one  feed- 
er at  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster  9 Dec  (BS).  An 
ad.  male  Scott’s  Oriole  was  present  at  Me- 
chanicsburg,  Cumberland,  PA  19  Feb-i-,  a first 
for  the  Region  (K.  Atwood,  ph.,  TJ,  vt.  RW, 
m.ob.).  The  count  of  82  Rusty  Blackbirds 
wintering  at  Quakertown  Swamp,  Bucks,  PA 
(CR,  B.  Fishman)  was  exceeded  by  100-r  in 
Cumberland,  PA  17  Feb  (V.  Gauthier).  A 
Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  at  Greencastle  Wet- 
lands, Washington,  PA  (L.  Helgerman  et  al.). 
Eastern  Meadowlarks  took  advantage  of  a 
mild  season,  as  47  were  in  Hardin  16  Dec 


(RC),  30  in  Wyandot  28  Jan  (BS),  and  12  at 
O.N.W.R.  4 Feb  (m.ob.).  A male  Rose-breast- 
ed Grosbeak  made  a brief  visit  to  a feeding 
station  in  Yellow  Springs,  Greene,  OH  5 Dec 
(ph.  N.  Boutis).  A Common  Redpoll  unex- 
pectedly appeared  in  sw.  Ohio  in  Preble  29 
Jan  (C.  Mathena,  S.  Tackett);  several  scat- 
tered across  the  Highlands  were  in  Allegheny, 
PA  7 Feb  (PH),  Beaver.  PA  17  Feb-r  (B.  Wal- 
bek  et  al.),  and  Bucks,  PA  28  Feb  Q-  Mertz). 
The  only  Evening  Grosbeak  reported  was 
one  in  Jimiata,  PA  14  & 21  Jan  (H.  Peter- 
sheim). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
bold):  OHIO:  Nancy  Anderson  (NA),  Rick 
Asamoto  (RA),  Tom  Bartlett  (TB),  Gary 
Cowell  (GC),  Rick  Counts  (RC),  Glen  Crip- 
pen  (GCr),  Vic  Fazio  (VF),  Larry  Gara  (LG), 
Ray  Hannikman  (RH),  Kathi  Hutton  (KH), 
Ned  Keller  (NK),  Jay  Lehman  QL),  Gabe 
Leidy  (GL),  Greg  Links  (GLi),  John  Pogac- 
nik  (JP),  Larry  Rosche  (LR),  Robert  Royse 
(RR),  Bruce  Simpson  (BS),  Rob  Thorn 
(RTh),  Brian  Zweibel  (BZ).  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA: Devich  Farbotnik  (DF),  Greg  Grove 
(GG),  Paul  Hess  (PH),  Tom  Johnson  (TJ), 
Steve  Kacir  (SK),  Rudy  Keller  (RK),  Jerry 
McWilliams  QM).  August  Mirabella  (AM), 
Nick  Pulcinella  (NP),  Keith  Russell  (KR), 
Cameron  Rutt  (CR),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS), 
Mark  Vass  (MV),  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW).  Frank 


Providing  one  of  few  well-documented  records  of  Painted 
Bunting  for  the  Philadelphia  area,  this  photograph  was 
taken  at  John  Heinz  National  Wildlife  Refuge  4 February 
2007.  Photograph  by  Howard  Eskin. 

Windfelder  (FW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  Wen- 
dell Argabrite  (WA),  Jeanette  Esker,  Mike 
Griffith  (MG),  David  Patick  (DP),  Matt  Orsie 
(MO),  Barry  Williams  (BW).  1$ 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Street,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireoifflsbcglobal.net) 
Rick  Wiltraut,  P.  0.  Box  294 

Saylorsburg,  Pennsylvania  18353,  (rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 
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Illinois  & Indiana  I 


INDIANA  LAKEFRONT: 


James  D.  Hengeveld 
Keith  A.  McMullen 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


The  Region  experienced  a tale  of  two 
winters.  Despite  a cold  start  to  the  sea- 
son, December  and  January  were  two 
of  the  mildest  on  record.  The  average  high 
temperatures  in  Bloomington,  IN  during  De- 
cember and  January  were  60°  and  58°  F,  re- 
spectively. By  contrast,  the  average  tempera- 
ture in  the  Region  through  February  was 
close  to  10°  F below  normal,  and  there  was  a 
three-week  stretch  beginning  28  January  and 
ending  18  February  during  which  the  tem- 
perature moved  above  the  freezing  mark  on 
only  a few  occasions.  Chicago’s  average  tem- 
perature during  this  stretch  was  13.8°  F below 
normal,  and  Ft.  Wayne  experienced  eight 
consecutive  days  of  subzero  temperatures  in 
February,  breaking  the  old  record  of  six.  This 
cold  snap  resulted  in  the  freezing  of  virtually 
all  bodies  of  water  away  from  Lake  Michigan. 

Perhaps  as  the  result  of  the  prolonged  high 
temperatures  through  much  of  the  season  or  of 
increased  observer  effort  (or  a combination  of 
the  two),  many  species  that  are  very  rarely 
recorded  in  the  winter,  particularly  in  January, 
were  reported  this  season.  This  list  included 
American  Bittern,  King  Rail,  Sora,  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher,  House  and  Sedge  Wrens,  Ameri- 
can Redstart,  Ovenbird,  Common  Yellow- 
throat,  Dickcissel,  and  Indigo  Bunting.  Rarities 
included  Gyrfalcon,  Prairie  Falcon,  Black- 
headed Gull,  Burrowing  Owl,  and  Say’s  Phoebe. 
Also  of  note  was  the  presence  in  southeastern 
Indiana  of  a Bullock’s  Oriole  and,  more  signifi- 
cantly, an  Audubon’s  Oriole,  both  of  which 
would  constitute  first  state  records  if  accepted. 

Abbreviations;  Arklands  (Arklands  Reclama- 
tion Area,  Perry,  IL);  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL);  FW.A. 
(Fish  & Wildlife  Area);  G.P.F.W.A.  (Goose 
Pond  F.W.A.,  Greene,  IN);  Hawthorn 


(Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN);  Horseshoe  L. 
(Madison,  IL);  l.B.S.P.  (Illinois  Beach  S.E,  Lake, 
IL);  Mich.  City  (Michigan  City  Harbor,  La 
Porte,  IN);  Rend  L.  (Jefferson  and  Franklin,  IL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
GALLIFORMS 

Illinois  again  hosted  large  numbers  of  winter- 
ing Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  with  excep- 
tional totals  of  7900  at  Hennepin-Hopper 
Lake  Restoration  Area,  Putnam  9 Jan  (DFS) 
and  6094  at  Chautauqua  N.W.R.,  Mason  II 
Jan  (R&SB).  Large  numbers  of  Snow  Geese 
were  present  in  s.  Illinois;  notable  totals  in- 
cluded 300,000  at  Arklands  25  Dec  (KJM) 
and  210,000  at  Carl.  L.  2 Jan  (KAM,  CJL).  In- 
diana also  had  its  2nd  highest  count  of  Snow 
Geese  (25,000)  in  Knox  25  Feb  (G&LB).  Al- 
though the  count  of  25  Ross’s  Geese  at  Ark- 
lands 25  Dec  (KJM)  provided  one  of  Illinois’s 
top  five  wintering  totals,  it  was  still  reduced 
from  last  year’s  incredible  numbers.  Good 
numbers  of  Cackling  Geese  were  recorded  in 
Illinois,  led  by  500  in  Woodford  1 Dec  (MF) 
and  five  other  triple-digit  tallies.  Swans  were 
very  evident  in  the  Region.  The  usual  strong- 
hold for  Mute  Swans  was  again  the  L. 
Calumet  area  in  Chicago,  with  137  there  10 
Feb  (WJM).  A record  Illinois  winter  high 
count  of  Trumpeter  Swans  was  set  13  Jan, 
with  30  in  Jackson  (RSR  et  al).  Tundra  Swan 
numbers  were  also  high,  with  peak  counts  of 
521  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Carroll  19  Dec 
(KJM  et  al.)  and  103  at  Kankakee  FW.A., 
Starke,  IN  3 Dec  (RH). 

Though  the  6255  Gadwalls 
seen  25  Dec  at  Arklands 
(KJM)  reflected  a good  season 
for  the  species,  dabblers  oth- 
erwise occurred  in  reduced 
numbers  in  the  Region.  Sea- 
sonal high  counts  were  low 
for  American  Wigeon,  with  a 
peak  of  181  at  Rend  L.  16  Dec 
(KAM),  and  American  Black 
Duck,  with  61  at  Chautauqua 
N.W.R.,  Mason,  IL  23  Dec 
(R&SB).  Four  Blue-winged 
Teal  in  the  Region  was  typical, 
with  one  at  Pine  Creek,  Ben- 
ton, IN  2 Dec  (EMH),  one  lin- 
gering through  10  Dec  at 
Horseshoe  L.  (FRH),  and  2 in 
Franklin,  IL  13  Jan  QA,  TM).  Other  dabblers 
showing  reduced  seasonal  highs  were  as  fol- 
lows; Northern  Shoveler  with  85  and  North- 
ern Pintail  with  1507,  both  at  Crab  Orchard 
N.W.R.,  Williamson,  IL  17  Dec  (KAM,  DMK), 
and  Green-winged  Teal  with  only  120  at  Carl. 
L.  25  Feb  (DMK). 

While  Canvasback  numbers  were  some- 


what reduced  in  the  Region,  with  a peak  of 
only  600  at  Carl.  L.  25  Feb  (DMK),  diving 
ducks  in  general  were  present  in  strong  num- 
bers. Notable  totals  included  324  Redheads 
and  7598  Greater  Scaup  on  L.  Michigan  off 
Lake  Forest,  IL  30  Dec  (GAW,  SJH),  and  nice 
counts  of  12,000  Ring-necked  Ducks  and 
3100  Lesser  Scaup  at  Arklands  25  Dec  (KJM). 
Two  Harlequin  Ducks  flew  eastward  past 
Mich.  City  16  Dec  (KJB,  JKC,  JJM,  PBG),  and 
2 males  in  Chicago  25  Dec  (SJH)  were  joined 
by  a female,  all  3 lingering  through  at  least  28 
Feb  (m.ob.).  A total  of  40  Surf  Scoters  was 
recorded  in  the  Region,  13  of  which  were  at 
inland  sites.  The  largest  groups  consisted  of 
11  at  Dunes  S.P,  Porter,  IN  2 Dec  (JJM)  and  5 
at  Heidecke  L.,  Grundy,  IL  7 Jan  (AFS). 
Among  several  White-winged  Scoters  at  the 
lakefront  was  a female  at  Hammond  20  Jan 
(KJB,  SRB,  JKC,  LP  et  al.).  Inland  birds  in  In- 
diana included  one  at  Pine  Creek,  Benton  2 
Dec  (EMH),  another  on  L.  Maxinkuckee, 
Marshall  5 Dec  (MH),  and  a female/imm.  on 
the  Ohio  R.  in  Clark  14  Feb  (BPB).  Small 
numbers  of  Black  Scoters  were  also  seen  along 
the  lakefront,  including  2 at  l.B.S.P  23  Dec 
(RDH)  and  a female  at  Whiting  20  & 27  Jan 
(SRB,  JKC  et  al).  A rare  inland  report  was  of 
a female  at  Eagle  Creek  Park,  Marion,  IN  1 
Dec  (LP).  The  peak  Long-tailed  Duck  count 
was  of  25  at  l.B.S.P.  23  Dec  (RDH),  and 
among  three  Indiana  records  was  a female  on 
the  Ohio  R.  19  & 24  Dec  (T&CB,  BPB)  that 
furnished  the  first  record  for  Clark.  An  excel- 
lent tally  of  6009  Common  Goldeneyes  was 


made  16  Dec  at  Rend  L.  (DMK).  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  posted  a strong  showing,  with 
1120  counted  22  Jan  in  Chicago  (DFS),  while 
numbers  of  Common  Mergansers  remained 
low,  as  they  were  last  winter,  with  1020  in 
Chicago  1 Feb  (DFS)  being  the  highest  total. 

A count  of  67  Greater  Prairie-Chickens  was 
made  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natural  Area, 


Indiana's  first  documented  Prairie  Falcon  was  at  Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan  County 
sporadically  throughout  the  winter  (here  16  December  2006)  and  was  seen  by 
many.  Photograph  by  Timothy  Avery. 
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Discovered  on  23  (here  28)  February  2007  at  Chicago's  Montrose  Harbor,  this  Black-headed  Gull  stayed  well  past  the  end  of  the  season, 
allowing  many  people  to  see  it.  Photograph  by  Greg  Neise. 


Jasper,  IL  16  Feb  (RES,  SAS).  Wild  Turkeys 
continue  to  do  well  in  the  Region:  counts  of 
190  at  Hawthorn  20  Dec  (D&BW  et  al.)  and 
110  at  Rend  L.  16  Dec  (DMK)  were  the  high- 
est of  the  season.  Northern  Bobwhites,  how- 
ever, remain  scarce.  A peak  tally  of  20  birds  30 
Dec  in  Uimn,  IL  (VMK,  KJM,  BT,  DFS)  was 
one  of  only  three  double-digit  tallies  reported. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

The  Region’s  highest-ever  count  of  Red- 
throated  Loons — 24,  including  at  least  18 
ads, — was  logged  at  Mich.  City  16  Dec  QKC, 
JJM).  Illinois’s  high  count  of  7 was  set  1 Jan  at 
l.B.S.R  (EWW).  The  lone  Pacific  Loon  report 
from  the  Region  consisted  of  one  22  Jan  at 
Horseshoe  L.  (JFZ,  FRH).  Single  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  observed  in  Indiana  at  Hursh- 
town  Res.,  Allen  10  Dec  ^t  Miller 

Beach,  Lake  10  Dec  OJM)-  oi"'  L-  Monroe  15 
Dec  ODH)-  3'icl  on  Morse  Res.,  Hamilton  3 & 
13  Jan  (KW).  A fine  total  of  5 Eared  Grebes 
was  reported,  with  singles  at  Summit  L.,  Hen- 
ry, IN  2 Dec  (SAP),  in  Adams,  IL  16  Dec 
(AGD),  at  Arklands  25  Dec  (KJM),  on  L. 
Lemon,  Monroe  3 Jan  Q&SH),  and  at  Burns 
Ditch,  Porter  16  Feb  (MB),  the  latter  two 
records  representing  Indiana’s  first  for  Jan  and 
Feb.  A Western  Grebe  at  Bev.  Sh.,  likely  the 
same  bird  that  was  present  in  the  fall,  was 
seen  6 & 13  Jan  (KJB,  JKC,  SRB,  EMH  et  al). 
Another  Western  Grebe,  the  first  for  L.  Mon- 
roe, IN,  was  found  25  Jan  (DRW)  and  re- 
mained through  3 Feb  (m.ob.).  Approximate- 


ly 600  American  White  Pelicans  were  tallied  6 
Jan  along  the  Mississippi  R.,  Madison  (JWE). 
A large  congregation  of  4025  Double-crested 
Cormorants  was  noted  16  Dec  at  Rend  L. 
(DMK),  and  small  numbers  wintered  on  the 
Indiana  lakefront,  continuing  the  pattern 
from  the  past  few  years. 

Two  American  Bitterns  were  recorded  at 
G.REWA.  20  Dec  and  one,  Indiana’s  first  in 
Jan  since  1959,  was  at  that  location  on  the 
11th  (LWS).  Great  Egrets  in  Indiana  were 


seen  in  Marion  2 Dec  at  L- 

Lemon  14  Dec  Q&SH),  and  in  La- 
Grange  17  Dec  (GT  et  al).  Three  imm. 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  at 
Wolf  L,  Lake,  IN  6 Jan  QKC,  KJB, 

SRB,  PK  et  al),  and  singles  were  at  L. 
Calumet  in  Chicago  24  Dec  (WJM) 
and  at  Union  County  C.A.,  IL  30  Dec 
(tKJM). 

HAWKS  THROUGH 
SANDPIPERS 

The  maximum  reported  count  of  Bald 
Eagles  was  600  along  the  Mississippi 
R.  in  Whiteside  and  Rock  Island  17  Feb 
(DJS).  Notably  large  tallies  of  45  and 
61  Northern  Harriers  were  logged  at 
Hawthorn  20  Dec  (D&BW  et  al.)  and 
at  Arklands  25  Dec  (KJM),  respective- 
ly. Four  Northern  Goshawks  were  re- 
ported, all  imms.,  with  birds  at  Sum- 
mit Lake  S.P.,  Henry,  IN  2 Dec  (SAP), 
in  Lee,  IL  22  Dec  (KJM),  at  Hawthorn 
3 Jan  and  23  Feb  (DRW  et  al),  and  in 
Urbana,  IL  all  winter  (RES  et  al). 
Numbers  of  Golden  Eagles  in  the  Re- 
gion seem  to  be  on  the  rise,  with  15  re- 
ported, including  2 at  Pere  Marquette  S.?.,  Jer- 
sey, IL  3 Feb  OWE)  and  2 at  L.  Monroe,  IN  1 | 

& 15  Dec  (DRW).  Winter  Merlin  numbers 
seem  to  be  increasing  as  well,  exemplified  by 
3 birds  (perhaps  the  same  individuals)  at 
Hawthorn  on  both  20  (DG)  & 26  Dec  OJM).  | 
One  of  these  birds  was  a pale  ad.  male,  appar- 
ently richardsonii:  another  richardsonii  was  at 
Willow  Slough  EWA.,  Newton,  IN  1 Jan  (SRB, 

KJB,  JKC,  LH  et  al).  The  most  exciting  raptor 
of  the  season  was  an  ad.  gray-morph  Gyrfal- 


This  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  found  on  the  Lafayette  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  17  (here  18)  December  2006  and,  in  subse- 
quent diligent  searching  of  the  area  by  Delano  and  Kevin  Arvin,  was  found  multiple  times  through  27  December.  Photograph 
by  Kevin  Arvin. 
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This  American  Redstart  provided  the  first  confirmed  December  record  for  Indiana  at  Beverly  Shores  in  Porter  County  (here  2 
December  2006).  Photograph  by  John  Cassady. 


con  seen  feeding  on  a pheasant  3 Feb  in  Liv- 
ingston, IL  (tDFS,  ph.  TFl).  For  the  2nd  con- 
secutive year,  at  least  one  Prairie  Falcon  win- 
tered at  Fiawthorn.  A probable  juv.  seen  13 
Dec  (DRW)  was  subsequently  photographed 
16  Dec  (TA).  An  apparent  ad.  that  was  very 
light  underneath,  with  very  limited  spot- 
ting/streaking, was  seen  24  Dec  (EMH)  and 
subsequently  23  Jan  (DRW).  These  birds 
would  represent  the  7th  and  8th  records  for 
Indiana  (p.a.). 

A King  Rail  seen  at  G.RFW.A.  13  (DRW)  & 
20  Dec  (PS)  represented  only  the  3rd  winter 
record  for  Indiana  and  the  first  since  1956.  A 
Virginia  Rail  was  found  at  Rend  L.  (KAM)  16 
Dec,  one  was  in  Bev.  Sh.  16  Dec  QKC,  JJM) 
and  13  Jan  (KJB,  JKC,  SRB),  and  2 were  at 
Willow  Slough,  Newton,  IN  5 Jan  (JBH).  A 
Sora  in  nw.  Monroe  30  Dec  (DRW)  provided 
the  2nd  Dec  record  for  Indiana  and  the  first 
since  1900.  Three  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Knox 
25  Feb  (G&LB)  were  the  earliest  ever  for  In- 
diana, and  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Whitewa- 
ter S.P.,  Union  (WHB)  provided  Indiana’s  first 
Jan  record.  Three  Least  Sandpipers  at  L.  Gib- 
son 20  Jan  (G&LB,  LWS,  JDH)  provided  Indi- 
ana’s 5th  Jan  record.  A first-basic  Purple  Sand- 
piper in  Chicago  19  Dec  (RDH)  was  joined  by 
another  22  Dec  (TBL),  and  one  was  in 
Waukegan  19  Dec-13  Jan  (MAM,  m.ob.).  An 
American  Woodcock  “peenting”  in  nw.  Mon- 
roe 30  Dec  (DRW)  and  another  in  Hawthorn 
2 Jan  (DG)  furnished  Indiana’s  6th  Dec  and 
Jan  records,  respectively. 

GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

An  imm.  Laughing  Gull  found  1 Jan  at  I.B.S.P 
(ph.  PWS,  RB,  ph.,  tGAW,  MH,  ph.  EWW) 
provided  the  first  Jan  record  for  Illinois.  An 
ad.  Laughing  Gull  at  L.  Gibson  that  was  pres- 
ent since  Nov  (fide  GB)  was  seen  9 Dec  QK, 
BB),  1 Jan  (DAy,  BF,  GEM),  and  24  Feb  (BPB, 
LWS,  JDH),  and  another  at  L.  Lemon,  Brown 
28  Jan  Q&SH),  together  with  the  L.  Gibson 
bird,  provided  Indiana’s  6th  and  7th  winter 
records.  The  highlight  for  winter  gulling 
came  at  season’s  end  when  an  ad.  Black-head- 
ed Gull  was  found  23  Feb  at  Montrose  Har- 
bor in  Chicago  by  John  Hockman  and  Ann 
Harness.  It  was  relocated  28  Feb+  and  seen  by 
many  (ph.  KH,  RDH,  ph.,  tGAW,  tWJM, 
m.ob.).  A very  good  count  of  6000  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  was  tallied  1 & 3 Dec  at  Carl.  L. 
(DMK).  An  ad.  California  Gull  was  seen  4,  6, 
& 16  Feb  in  East  Alton,  IL  (WCR,  FRH, 
KAM).  Herring  Gulls  occurred  in  reduced 
numbers,  the  largest  gathering  consisting  of 
only  2200  at  Starved  Rock  S.P.,  La  Salle,  IL  24 
Feb  (DFS).  Fifteen  Thayer’s  and  7 Iceland 
Gulls  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  10  Feb  (GAW  et 
al.)  were  notable  concentrations.  On  the  Indi- 


ana lakefront,  where  gull  numbers  continue 
to  drop,  an  ad.  and  a third-year  Iceland  Gull 
at  Hammond  Marina  3 Feb  OJM,  KJB,  JKC) 
were  the  only  ones  reported  this  season.  Sim- 
ilarly, only  5,2,  and  9 Thayer’s,  Lesser  Black- 
backed,  and  Glaucous  Gulls,  respectively, 
were  reported  on  the  Indiana  lakefront  for  the 
season.  An  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on 
the  Ohio  R.  near  Jeffersonville  (ph.  BPB)  fur- 
nished the  first  record  for  Clark.  A first-year 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  L.  Gibson  24  Feb 
(BPB,  LWS,  JDH)  represented  only  the  5th  In- 
diana record  away  from  the  lakefront.  In  Illi- 
nois, 7 Lesser  Black-backed  OWE)  and  7 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  (WCR)  along  the 
Mississippi  R.  in  Madison  11  Feb  provided 
noteworthy  counts.  Two  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wakes  were  seen  on  L.  Michigan  at  Lake  For- 
est, IL  30  Dec  (GAW,  SJH),  while  one  stayed 
at  Baldwin  L.,  Randolph,  IL  17-20  Feb  (PL  et 
al.).  An  exceptional  find  was  a Forster’s  Tern 
at  Rend  L.  on  the  late  date  of  16  Dec  (tKAM). 

More  Barn  Owls  were  found  in  the  Region 
this  season  than  is  typical;  among  the  9 re- 
ported were  2 at  Arklands  25  Dec  (THi,  KJM) 
and  2 at  Carl.  L.  25  Feb  (DMK).  Of  5 Snowy 
Owls  reported  this  season,  4 were  in  Illinois: 
one  in  Livingston  21  Dec-4  Feb  (MJW,  m.ob.), 
one  1-2  Jan  in  Madison  (CJL,  KAM,  FRH)  that 
was  killed  by  a vehicle  the  day  after  it  was  dis- 
covered, another  in  Chicago  22  Jan  (ph.  PD), 
and  one  in  DuPage  1-2  Feb  (AK  et  al.);  the 
lone  Indiana  bird  was  observed  along  1-94  in 
LaPorte  11  Dec  (BJG).  A Burrowing  Owl  was 
again  discovered  at  Pyramid  S.P.,  Perry,  IL, 
where  one  had  been  present  Aug  2005-Mar 


2006.  This  bird  was  seen  25  & 28  Dec  and  1 
Jan  OEM,  TUM,  DMK,  MS).  Long-eared  Owls 
were  well  represented  this  winter,  with  a peak 
count  of  11  at  Carl.  L.  1 Jan  (DMK,  MS).  Sev- 
eral large  concentrations  of  Short-eared  Owls 
included  55  at  Hawthorn  2 Jan  (LWS),  35  at 
Peabody  King  W.A.,  St.  Clair,  IL  28  Feb 
(TUM),  and  29  at  Ferrin,  IL  19  Dec  (DMK, 
SDB).  An  impressive  total  of  10  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  was  recorded  in  Hoosier  N.E, 
Monroe/Jackson  16  Dec  (LWS). 

Indiana’s  first  Dec  record  of  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  was  furnished  by  a Tippecanoe 
bird  that  remained  through  4 Dec  (DG,  RL). 
The  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  that  ap- 
peared at  a feeder  in  Gibson,  IN  in  Oct  re- 
mained through  15  Dec  (fide  DG).  No  fewer 
than  5 Rufous  Hummingbirds  remained  in  In- 
diana into  the  winter  period  (fide  DG),  with  2 
staying  into  late  Jan  and  another  2 hanging  on 
until  15  Feb,  the  latter  pair  including  an  ad. 
male  in  Harrison  (T&JS,  BPB). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

A dozen  Eastern  Phoebes  were  reported  in  In- 
diana during  the  period,  including  2 each  in 
Jan  and  Feb.  Remarkably,  the  2 Jan  birds  were 
both  from  Allen  in  ne.  Indiana  QAH).  A Say’s 
Phoebe  wintered  al  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natu- 
ral Area,  Jasper,  IL,  being  present  there  8 
Dec-7  Feb  (RES,  KAM,  CJL,  m.ob.).  There 
are  12  prior  accepted  records  of  this  species 
for  Illinois.  Loggerhead  Shrikes  made  a good 
showing  this  season  in  s.  Illinois,  with  three 
reports  of  more  than  2 birds:  5 in  Edwards  28 
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Dec  (RES),  4 in  Marion  22  Feb  (RES),  and  3 
at  Carl.  L.  19  Dec  (KAM,  VMK).  An  impres- 
sive 42  Northern  Shrikes  were  reported  dur- 
ing the  period,  among  which  were  relatively 
southerly  birds  at  Moraine  View  S.P.,  McLean, 
IL  18  Dec  (AC)  and  at  the  Bluegrass  EW.A., 
Wairick,  IN  21  Feb  (CEM,  DAy).  Notable  was 
a Fish  Crow  at  Horseshoe  L.  27  Feb  (FRH). 

Brown  Creepers  were  abundant  in  Illinois, 
the  highest  tally  consisting  of  33  at  Milan  Bot- 
toms, Rock  lsla?id  28  Dec  (BLB).  A lingering 
House  Wren  2 Jan  at  Horseshoe  L.  (FRH)  pro- 
vided a rare  winter  record,  as  did  a Sedge 
Wren  in  Union,  IL  30  Dec  (SDB).  More  ex- 
pected, though  still  unusual,  were  the  scat- 
tered Marsh  Wrens  found  throughout  the  Re- 
gion, including  one  at  l.B.S.E  in  the  ne.  corner 
of  Ilinois  1 Jan  (EWW),  3 seen  by  separate 
parties  at  G.P.FW.A.  20  Dec,  and  2 in  nw.  Mon- 
roe, IN  30  Dec  (DRW  et  al).  Indiana’s  4th  win- 
ter Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  seen  in 
Lafayette  17  Dec  (ph.  KA)  as  well  as  multiple 
times  subsequently  through  27  Dec  (KA,  DA), 
the  latter  date  representing  the  latest  sighting 
ever  for  the  state.  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  both 
more  numerous  as  well  as  more  widespread 
throughout  the  Region  this  winter.  Illinois  re- 
ports included  exceptional  counts  of  199  in 
Massac  31  Dec  (KJM  et  al.)  and  134  in  Jackson 
1 Jan  (KJM,  VL  et  al.).  On  the  other  hand. 
Hermit  Thrushes  were  less  abundant.  A fe- 
male Varied  Thrush  was  in  Rochelle,  IL  24  & 
26  Feb  (JJ,  DTW,  DJS).  Gray  Catbirds  lingered 
13-22  Dec  in  Boone,  IL  (AEB)  and  at  Willow 
Slough  EW.A.,  Newton,  IN  5 Jan  OBH). 

The  winter  season  provided  a nice  selec- 
tion of  out-of-season  warblers.  An  Orange- 
crowned  tarried  26  Jan-1  Feb  in  Chicago 
(tDFS).  Six  reports  totaling  9 Pine  Warblers 
included  4 at  L.  Murphysboro  S.P.,  Jackson  1 
Jan  (KJM,  VL  et  al.);  all  sightings  were  con- 
fined to  s.  Illinois  except  the  northernmost,  in 
Greene-Sullivan  S.E,  Greene,  IN  20  Dec  QG, 
RAB).  Indiana’s  first  confirmed  (2nd  overall) 
winter  record  of  American  Redstart  was  doc- 
umented at  Bev.  Sh.  2 Dec  (ph.  JKC,  KJB,  SRB, 
JJM,  SN).  In  Coles,  IL,  an  Ovenbird  remained 
8 Dec-6  Feb  (RF).  An  unprecedented  7 Com- 
mon Yellowthroats  were  reported  in  Dec 
throughout  the  Region,  including  2 in  Boone, 
IN  on  the  17th  (SH)  and  a female  at  the 
Union  County  C.A.,  IL  30  Dec  (KJM). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 

Spotted  Towhee  reports  included  singles  6-13 
Feb  in  Heyworth,  IL  (KS)  and  10  Feb  in 
Woodford,  IL  QM)-  Chipping  Sparrows  were 
more  prevalent  than  normal,  with  12  reported 
from  nine  locations.  The  7 Vesper  Sparrows 
reported  were  well  above  the  average  and  in- 
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eluded  a bird  in  Massac,  IL  31  Dec  (KJM, 
JEM)  and  one  from  Fayette,  IN  11  Feb 
(WHB).  On  20  Dec,  8 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
were  recorded  at  G.REW.A.,  including  6 by  a 
single  group  QC  et  al.).  Four  other  reports  of 
Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  included  3 birds  in 
Jasper,  IL  15  Dec  (RES,  CLH).  A fine  total  of 
203  Song  Sparrows  was  logged  in  the 
Brookville  L.,  IN  area  11  Feb  (WHB).  Four 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  reports  included  birds  3 
Dec  (KRW)  and  7 Dec  QS)  in  Chicago,  31  Dec 
at  Mermet  L.  (KJM),  and  16  Dec  in  Hamilton, 
IN  OC).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  was  found  in  W 
Terre  Haute,  IN  16  Dec  (SLL),  and  another 
that  appeared  at  a feeder  in  New  Albany,  IN 
13  Jan  (GD)  lingered  through  28  Feb+ 
(m.ob.)  The  Feb  cold  snap  brought  lots  of  La- 
pland Longspurs  and  Snow  Buntings  into  the 
Region,  including  1873  of  the  former  into 
Greene,  IN  21  Feb  (LWS). 

Remarkable  was  an  ad.  male  Indigo 
Bunting  in  full  alternate  plumage  in  Gibson, 
IN  17  Dec  (ph.  CEM).  Two  other  Indigo 
Buntings  were  at  Mermet  L.,  Massac,  IL  31 
Dec  OEM),  and  yet  another  was  at  Rend  L.  16 
Dec  (tKAM).  Indiana’s  7th  Dec  record  of 
Dickcissel  was  furnished  by  2 birds  at 
G.P.FW.A.  20  Dec  QC  et  al.),  and  its  5th  Jan 
record  was  represented  by  one  in  Vigo  17-20 
Jan  (DP,  MRB). 

The  largest  reported  blackbird  concentra- 
tions came  from  Rend  L.  16  Dec:  1,080,000 
Red-winged  Blackbirds  (DMK)  and  101,325 
Common  Crackles  (KAM).  A Great-tailed 
Crackle  was  reported  but  not  detailed  22  Jan 
at  Horseshoe  L.  (FRH).  More  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  than  usual  were  evident  this  win- 
ter, with  Illinois  birds  represented  by  2 in 
Clinton  10  Feb  (DMK,  JWE)  and  single  birds 
2 Dec  in  Winnebago  (MK,  DTW)  and  4 Feb  at 
Matthiessen  S.P.,  La  Salle  (DJS).  The  3rd  Jan 
record  of  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  in  Indiana 
was  furnished  by  a first-year  male  in  Ham- 
mond 31  Jan  (ph.  JB);  it  remained  for  many  to 
see,  and  an  ad.  male  appeared  s.  of  Hawthorn 
23  Feb  (DRW  et  al.).  An  ad.  male  Bullock’s 
Oriole  visited  the  home  of  Rose  Trabue  in 
Austin,  Scott,  IN  1 Jan  through  the  end  of  the 
period  (MT,  DG),  while  in  neighboring  Jejfjfer- 
son,  an  ad.  female  Audubon’s  Oriole — for 
which  there  are  no  U.S.  records  outside  of 
Texas — appeared  at  a feeder  approximately  24 
Jan-15  Feb  (p.a.,  B&CS,  JL,  ph.,  tDG  et  al.). 

It  was  a bleak  winter  finch  season  in  the 
Region.  The  50  Purple  Finches  located  28 
Dec  in  Rock  Island,  IL  (KJM)  provided  the 
lone  double-digit  tally  among  a reduced  num- 
ber of  reports.  Just  5 Common  Redpolls,  all  in 
Illinois,  and  6 Pine  Siskins  were  reported.  A 
welcome  sight  was  a flock  of  35-40  Evening 
Grosbeaks  in  Bev.  Sh.  16  Dec  (AA,  MM, 


CVW);  it  represented  the  first  Indiana  lake- 
front  record  in  five  years. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Alan  Anderson,  Jeff  Arendell,  Delano 
Arvin,  Kevin  Arvin,  Timothy  Avery,  David 
Ayer  (DAy),  Susan  R.  Bagby,  Steven  D.  Bailey, 
Michael  Becker,  Tom  & Colleen  Becker, 
Richard  Biss,  Richard  & Sigurd  Bjorklund, 
Brian  L.  Blevins,  Gary  & Lisa  Bowman,  Joy 
Boyer,  Arlene  E.  Brei,  Ross  A.  Brittain,  Ken- 
neth J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Michael  R.  Brown, 
William  H.  Buskirk,  Byron  Butler,  Angelo 
Capparella,  John  K.  Cassady,  James  Cole, 
John  R.  Daily,  Pabulo  DeLeon,  Alfred  G. 
Dierkes,  Gary  Dorman,  Joseph  W.  Eades,  Matt 
Fraker,  Ben  Fritz,  Richard  Funk,  Don  Gorney, 
Brendan  J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Jess  Gwinn, 
C.  Leroy  Harrison,  James  A.  Haw,  James  D.  & 
Susan  Hengeveld,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Michael 
Hilchey,  Lynea  Hinchman,  Trevor  Hinckley 
(THi),  Kanae  Hirabayashi,  Frank  R.  Holmes, 
Michael  Hooker,  Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Steve 
Housefield,  SteveJ.  Huggins,  Robert  D.  Hugh- 
es, Robert  Huguenard,  Tom  Hutton,  Judith 
Johnson,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum,  Martin  Kehoe, 
John  Kendall,  Vernon  M.  Kleen,  Anne  Ko- 
towski,  Patrick  Krueger,  Ron  Lah,  Thomas  B. 
Lally,  Vicki  Lang,  Jason  Lewis,  Steven  L.  Lima, 
Craig  J.  Litteken,  Pat  Lueders,  Michael  A. 
Madsen,  Walter  J.  Marcisz,  Thomas  U.  May, 
Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Kelly  J.  McKay  (Illinois), 
Keith  A.  McMullen,  Joe  E.  Merkelbach, 
Charles  E.  Mills,  Tim  Moore,  Jeanie  Morse, 
Matthew  Myer,  Scott  Namestnik,  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Steve  A.  Pancol,  Larry  Peavler, 
Denise  Prothero,  Rhonda  S.  Rothrock, 
William  C.  Rowe,  Peter  Scott,  Mark  Seiffert, 
Darrell  J.  Shambaugh,  Tricia  & James  Shee- 
han, Robert  E.  Shelby,  Kathy  Shultz,  Scott  A. 
Simpson,  Bill  & Carol  Smock,  Lee  W.  Sterren- 
burg,  Alan  F Stokie,  Douglas  F Stotz,  Joe 
Suchecki,  Paul  W.  Sweet,  Gary  Tieben,  Mark 
Trabue,  Brenda  Tripp,  Chris  Van  Wassenhove, 
Eric  W Walters,  Donald  R.  & Betsy  White- 
head,  Daniel  T.  Williams,  Geoffrey  A. 
Williamson,  Matthew  J.  Winks,  Kevin 
Wycoff,  Kenneth  R.  Wysocki,  James  P Ziebol. 
The  contributions  of  many  other  individuals 
who  were  not  explicitly  cited  were  critical  to 
the  preparation  of  this  report;  we  thank  them 
all  for  their  observations.  © 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Western  Great  Lakes  [ 


The  season  started  with  cold  tempera- 
tures but  quickly  transitioned  to  mild 
conditions  that  lingered  through  Janu- 
ary. A change  in  the  Polar  Jet  Stream  then 
brought  down  frigid  Arctic  air  for  much  of 
February.  Minnesota  reported  below-average 
precipitation  for  December  and  January.  Du- 
luth actually  had  a brown  Christmas:  this 
northern  outpost’s  first  significant  snowfall 
did  not  occur  until  late  February! 

Observers  were  treated  to  many  rarities, 
most  impressive  among  them  the  multiple 
Slaty-backed  Gulls  in  both  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin.  Minnesota  and  Michigan  reported 
American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers,  Green- 
tailed Towhee,  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch, 
and  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow.  Other  highlights 
were  Curve-billed  Thrasher  in  Minnesota  and 
Great-tailed  Crackle  in  Wisconsin,  while 
Michigan  reported  Vermilion  Flycatcher, 
Black-billed  Magpie,  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole. 

WATERFOWL 

Rare  mid-winter  records  for  Minnesota  were 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  Olmsted  27 
Dec-1  Jan  (JWH)  and  Lac  Qui  Park  12  Jan 
(BJU)  and  a Ross’s  Goose  in  McLeod  16  Dec-18 
Feb  (DMF,  PRH).  Single  Ross’s  Geese  were  also 
reported  on  16  Dec  in  Rice,  MN  (RBW)  and 
Dane,  WI.  Wisconsin  reported  numerous  win- 
tering Cackling  Geese,  with  a peak  of  21  in 
Iowa  12  Jan  (AH).  Minnesota’s  Cackling  Geese 
were  scattered  across  11  s.  counties,  while 
Michigan  had  singles  on  16  Dec  in  Midland  QS, 
JZ)  and  Washtenaw  (DC),  10  in  Saginaw  18 
Dec  (DJP),  and  3 in  Huron  7 Jan  0CD).  Note- 
worthy in  Minnesota  were  2 Greater  Scaup  at 
Duluth,  St.  Louis  through  1 Jan  (PHS),  a female 
in  Benton  5 Feb  (HHD),  and  another  in  Hen- 
nepin through  17  Feb  (m.ob.). 

An  imm.  male  King  Eider  was  a pleasant 
surprise  at  Grand  Haven,  Ottawa,  MI  21-22 
Feb  (CD,  FD,  CF,  CP).  Minnesota  had  a near- 
average 4 Harlequin  Ducks  on  L.  Superior,  in- 
cluding 2 in  Dec-Jan  at  Canal  Park,  Duluth, 
St.  Louis,  with  one  through  18  Feb.  Wisconsin 
reported  singles  from  nine  locations  and  2 in 


Kenosha  6 Jan  (PSc),  while  Michigan  had  one 
in  Berrien  9 Dec  (MJC)  and  up  to  4 at  Port 
Huron,  St.  Clair  29  Dec-3  Jan  (ATC).  Michi- 
gan reported  good  numbers  of  all  three  scot- 
ers. Wisconsin  had  lingering  fall  White- 
wingeds  through  10  Dec  in  Douglas  (PHS).  In 
Minnesota,  singles  were  present  in  Washing- 
ton 3-11  Dec  (m.ob.),  in  Lac  Qui  Park  19  Dec 
(BJU),  at  Two  Harbors,  Lake  through  28  Jan 
OWL),  and  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  through  18 
Feb  (m.ob.).  Exceptional  for  Minnesota  was  a 
Black  Scoter  on  Ten  Mile  L.,  Cass  11  Dec 
(BAW  et  al.).  Minnesota  reported  low  num- 
bers of  Long-tailed  Ducks  along  L.  Superior 
and  singles  inland  in  Cass/Monison  1-4  Jan 
(BAW  et  al.,  RBJ)  and  in  Washington  13-15  Jan 
(PEB,  m.ob.).  Wisconsin’s  largest  concentra- 
tion was  of  1000-1-  in  Sheboygan  19  Dec  (DT); 
the  state  also  had  an  inland  record  of  2 on  8 
Feb  in  Winnebago  (DK).  Wisconsin  had  2 Bar- 
row’s Goldeneyes  on  the  Kenosha  C.B.C.,  as 
well  as  singles  in  Milwaukee  24  Dec  (MB)  and 


This  female  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker  in  Keweenaw 
County,  Michigan  9 December  2086  was  one  of  at  least  two 
birds  at  this  site  and  up  to  five  reported  statewide.  The 
species  dispersed  widely  in  winter  2006-2007,  particularly 
in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Phetogmph  BmM  Pavlik. 

Ozaukee  31  Jan  (DT);  Minnesota  had  an  ad. 
male  on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Dakota  19  Jan-1 
Feb  (KJB,  CMB,  PEB,  jPM). 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Wisconsin  had  a phenomenal  six  Red-throat- 
ed Loon  reports  from  six  counties,  including 
an  amazing  15  in  Sheboygan  20  Dec  (DT); 
Michigan  had  birds  in  four  counties.  The  lone 
Pacific  Loon  was  in  Milwaukee,  WI  2 Dec 
(]H).  Wisconsin  had  a Pied-billed  Grebe  win- 
ter in  Dane  (ST),  single  Horned  Grebes  on  6 
Jan  in  Sheboygan  (TW)  and  Ozaukee  (KK), 
and  single  Red-necked  Grebes  in  Manitowoc 
10  Jan  (FS)  and  in  Ozaukee  19  Feb  (DT). 
Michigan  reported  Red-neckeds  from  five 


counties,  including  an  unusual  inland  record 
at  Baw  Beese  L.,  Hillsdale  QR)-  Rare  hi  Michi- 
gan were  Western  Grebes  in  Chippewa  23 
Dec  (SH,  LD,  JRa;  p.a.),  Betrien  22-28  Dec 
(PCC,  WG;  p.a.),  and  Marquette  30  Dec  (BV), 
as  well  as  a Western/Clark’s  30  Dec  in  Ke- 
weenaw (JK).  A tardy  American  Bittern  was 
found  in  Saginaw,  MI  5 Dec  (EPD).  Michigan 
had  late  Great  Egrets  in  Monroe  1 Dec  and 
Wayne  3-4  Dec  (WGP),  and  an  odd  lingering 
egret  in  Washtenaw  10  Dec-14  Jan  (MSJ). 
Wisconsin  also  had  a tardy  egret  present 
through  8 Jan  in  Ozaukee  (DG).  Michigan  had 
2 Black-crowned  Night-Herons  in  Monroe  17 
Dec  (ATC),  and  at  least  2 spent  the  winter  in 
Wayne  (WGP);  Wisconsin  had  a late  Black- 
crowned  in  Marquette  15  Dec. 

A mid-winter  Turkey  Vulture  in  Walworth, 
WI  5-9  Jan  (JJ,  DG)  was  unusual.  An  Osprey 
on  the  Little  Bay  De  Noc  C.B.C.,  Delta,  Ml 
was  very  unexpected.  Wisconsin  had  a lack- 
luster season  for  Northern  Goshawks,  with 
only  three  reports  statewide.  Golden  Eagles 
were  reported  in  good  numbers  from  all  three 
states.  Wisconsin  had  4 different  Gyrfalcons, 
most  unusual  being  one  patrolling  fields  in 
Grant  15  Dec  (RH).  Minnesota  had  ad.  gray 
morphs  near  Hastings,  Dakota  19  Jan+  (BSe, 
JPM,  DAC,  m.ob.)  and  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  3 
Jan-16  Feb  (DLE,  PHS,  m.ob.),  both  of  these 
birds  likely  returning  individuals  from  previ- 
ous winters.  Michigan’s  only  Gyrfalcon  was  in 
Marquette  27  Jan-r  (RDR). 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Wisconsin  reported  a Virginia  Rail  in  Jefferson 
10  Feb  (MP).  Michigan  had  3 late  Killdeer  in 
Manistee  16  Dec  (TG);  more  difficult  to  classi- 
fy were  3 on  29  Jan  (TB,  MH)  and  up  to  6 from 
8-18  Feb  (TB,  PU)  in  Berrien,  one  in  Hillsdale 
27  Feb  0R)>  arid  2 in  Van  Buren  28  Feb 
(MHW).  Wisconsin  had  up  to  4 Purple  Sand- 
pipers through  1 Jan  in  Sheboygan  (DT)  and 
another  in  Racine  28  Dec  (JD);  Michigan  had 
up  to  2 at  New  Buffalo,  Benien  2-22  Dec  (MH, 
KM),  one  in  Muskegon  21  Dec-2  Jan  QP. 
PCC),  one  at  Saugatuck,  Allegan  2 Jan  (RiB), 
and  one  in  Macomb  9-15  Jan  (RP,  ET,  m.ob.). 

Laughing  Gulls  were  found  in  Winnebago 
23-24  Dec  and  Racine  7 Jan  (EH),  both  Wis- 
consin. Both  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  report- 
ed good  numbers  of  Thayer’s  and  Iceland 
Gulls.  Minnesota  reported  2 Iceland  Gulls  at 
Black  Dog  L.,  Dakota,  a first-cycle  bird  2 Dec 
(JPM,  PHS,  CLW)  and  a second-cycle  bird  20 
Dec-8  Jan  0PM,  PEB,  m.ob.),  plus  up  to  2 ad. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  Hennepin/Dakota 
through  16  Dec  (m.ob.).  Wisconsin  reported  7 
Lesser  Black-backeds  from  six  counties,  while 
Michigan  had  birds  in  10-counties. 

A first-cycle  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was 
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i / While  always  on  an  avid  larophile's  target  list,  Slaty-backed  Gull  is  an  exceptional  find  anywhere  in  the  United 
jh\  States.  Nobody,  however,  would  have  anticipated  the  presence  of  at  least  3 different  birds  in  Minnesota  and  Wiscon- 
sin! Minnesota  recorded  its  2nd  and  3rd  Slaty-backed  Gulls  (both  p.a.)  within  six  months  of  its  first.  An  ad.  was  well  docu- 
mented at  Black  Dog  L.,  Dakota  9-13  Dec  (JPM,  ADS).  A fourth-cycle  bird  discovered  on  the  St.  Croix  R.,  Washington  14  Jan 
moved  to  the  Mississippi  R.  and  frequented  both  Minnesota  and  Pierce,  Wl  through  25  Jan  (JPM,  MAO,  BAF,  DWK,  PHS,  LP). 
Additional  Wisconsin  reports  were  one  at  Little  Lake  Buttes  des  Morts,  Winnebago  16  Dec-1  Jan  and  then  again  on  28  Feb 
(DT)  and  one  in  LaCrosse  2 Jan  (DJ).  A photographic  review  revealed  very  similar  bill  markings  between  the  gulls  in  LaCrosse, 
Wl  and  Dakota,  M/Pierce,  Wl,  suggesting  they  may  have  been  the  same  individual  (DJ). 


present  intermittently  in  St.  Louis,  MN 
through  6 Jan  (in.ob.).  More  than  two  weeks 
later  than  any  previous  Minnesota  record  was 
a Black-legged  Kitiwake  at  L.  Pepin,  Wabasha 
1 1-12  Jan  (DB,  jWH  et  al.).  Michigan  had  a ki- 
tiwake in  Berrien  13-17  Dec  (TB,  MH,  in.ob.) 
and  a Parasitic  Jaeger  in  St.  Clair  2 Dec  (AJR). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

Wisconsin  hosted  the  only  Selasplumis  hum- 
mingbird through  8 Dec  in  Green  (JRo). 
Michigan’s  only  Eurasian  Collarccl-Doves 
were  in  Grand  Traverse,  where  they  have  been 
present  for  the  past  three  years.  Minnesota 
had  record-high  counts  of  43  in  Renville  13 
Dec  (PME)  and  22  in  Brown/Cottonwood  28 
Jan  (BTS),  as  well  as  reports  from  an  addi- 
tional nine  counties;  Wisconsin  had  seven  re- 
ports from  five  counties.  Minnesota  reported 
below-average  Snowy  and  Northern  Hawk 
Owl  numbers.  Michigan  had  at  least  10 
Snowy  Owls  in  seven  counties  and  Wisconsin 
reported  only  6 birds;  neither  state  reported 
Northern  Hawk  Owl.  Great  Gray  Owls  were 
also  in  low  numbers;  Minnesota  had  birds  in 
hve  counties,  Wisconsin  reported  one  in 
Shawano  16  Dec  (RBr)  and  3 in  Bayfield  15 
Jan-21  Eeb  (RB),  and  Michigan  had  no  re- 
ports. Minnesota  had  more  Short-eared  Owl 
reports  than  normal,  including  up  to  24  win- 
tering in  Wilkin,  16  wintering  in  Anoka,  and 
another  16  on  the  Warren  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (fide 
JMJ).  Michigan  reported  a maximum  of  10 
Short-eareds  from  4 Dec-10  Jan  in  Saginaw 
(CS,  LA,  BG,  m.ob.).  A Boreal  Owl  was  a rare 
find  on  the  Little  Bay  de  Noc  C.B.C.,  Delta,  MI 
Oh  MiB). 

Minnesota  had  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
in  Lac  Qui  Parle  27  Dec  (BJU),  Dakota  14  Jan 
(MR),  and  Houston  6 Eeb  (AS);  Michigan  re- 
ported at  least  7 sapsuckers  from  six  counties. 
American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  were 
found  in  10  Minnesota  counties,  with  the 
southernmost  records  at  the  Pine/Carlton  line 
20-27  Dec  (MCA,  K&CR)  and  in  Pine  1-11 
Feb  OMP)-  Michigan’s  last  American  Three- 
toed Woodpecker  report  was  in  2002,  so  2 fe- 
males through  21  Dec  in  Keweenaw  (CP,  ZG, 
JY,  m.ob.),  one  in  Alger  28  Dec  (SCH,  JHo), 
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and  one  in  Marquette  20  Feb-t  (RDR)  were  ex- 
ceptional. Michigan’s  3rd  "Vermilion  Flycatch- 
er lingered  through  1 Dec  and  was  found 
dead  on  2 Dec  in  Marquette  (m.ob.).  The  fall’s 
Gray  Jay  irruption  tapered  off  by  Dec,  leaving 
only  a few  strays  in  nw.  Minnesota.  A skittish 
Black-billed  Magpie  frequented  a deer  carcass 
in  Keweenaw,  Ml  30  Dec-10  Jan  (ZG,  JK, 
m.ob.).  Minnesota  reported  5 Carolina  Wrens 
from  three  counties,  while  the  species  was 
much  more  numerous  in  both  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan.  The  only  Marsh  Wrens  were  2 in 
Monroe  17  Dec  (ATC)  and  a very  northerly 
bird  in  Marquette  1 1 Jan  (ZG),  both  Michigan. 
Michigan  reported  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets 
from  six  counties. 

A female  Mountain  Bluebird  was  in  Dakota, 
MN  18-30  Jan  (JPM,  DAC,  m.ob.).  Townsend 


Furnishing  the  sixth  record  for  Michigan,  this  Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  at  Grand  Rapids,  Kent  County  treated  birders 
17  through  20  (here)  January  2007  before  being  found  dead 
on  21  January.  Photograph  Jeff  Schultz. 

Solitaire  numbers  were  below  average  in  Min- 
nesota, with  1 1 birds  in  three  n.  counties  and 
6 birds  in  the  south.  Wisconsin  reported  a re- 
turning solitaire  in  Sauk  12  Jan  (TW)  and  one 
in  Ashland  (RB),  while  Michigan  had  2 at  Cop- 
per Harbor,  Kcwccnciw  (TA,  m.ob.)  and  one  in 
Marquette  11  Jan  (ZG).  Minnesota  reported  20 
Varied  Thrushes  in  14  counties,  down  from  re- 
cent years.  Wisconsin  had  6 Varied  Thrushes 
in  six  counties,  while  Michigan  had  one  linger 
into  Jan  in  Iosco  (DKo)  and  one  in  Midland  20 
Jan-4  Feb  (ME).  A Gray  Catbird  lingered 
through  18  Feb  in  Lake,  MN  (B&SN);  other 
catbirds  were  singles  in  Benien,  MI  16  Dec 
(WEJ)  and  in  Dane,  Wl  20  Jan  (AM).  Rare  in 
Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula  was  a Northern 


Mockingbird  in  Alger  20  Dec  (NFC),  while 
Minnesota  had  late  Jan  reports  in  Hennepin 
and  Lac  Qui  Parle.  Michigan  had  Brown 
Thrashers  in  Berrien  17  Dec  OTW,  m.ob.)  and 
Kalamazoo  6-23  Feb  (RLE,  L&MW).  Wiscon- 
sin had  thrashers  in  Dunn  20  Dec  (MM),  Rich- 
land 27  Dec  OO.  and  Dane  29  Jan  (BS),  while 
Minnesota  had  reports  from  Itasca  1 Dec 
(EEO),  Clay  16  Dec  (fide  jM]),  and  Dakota  11 
Jan  (R&CP).  Minnesota’s  4th  Curve-billed 
Thrasher,  reportedly  present  since  Aug,  lin- 
gered through  3 Dec  at  Nashwauk,  Itasca 
(R&LL;  p.a.). 

Winter  American  Pipits  are  becoming  al- 
most commonplace  in  Michigan;  this  year’s 
reports  were  one  on  5 Dec  and  4 on  22  Feb, 
both  in  Wayne  (ATC),  and  up  to  2 in  Berrien 
10-18  Feb  (DCy  TB).  With  only  three  Bo- 
hemian Waxwing  reports  statewide,  this  was 
one  of  Wisconsin’s  poorest  winters  for  this 
species  in  decades.  Outstanding  was  a well- 
documented  Yellow  Warbler  at  Belle  Isle, 
Wayne,  Ml  27-28  Dec  (AD,  N&JG).  A Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Grand  Rapids,  Kent 
17-20  Dec  (CP)  was  found  dead  21  Dec,  pro- 
viding Michigan  its  6th  record.  A Pine  War- 
bler wintered  at  a feeder  in  Outagamie,  Wl 
(DT),  while  Minnesota  had  a Pine  Warbler  at 
a feeder  on  the  Duluth  C.B.C.,  St.  Louis  16 
Dec  (KRE).  A Prairie  Warbler  lingered 
through  2 Dec  in  Milwaukee,  Wl  (BA),  while 
Michigan  had  a Common  Yellowthroat  in 
Wayne  17  Dec  (ATC). 


TANAGERS THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 


Summer  Tanager  lingering  through  3 Dec  at 
Grand  Marais  (TBl,  JRa,  KZ)  and  a Western 
Tanager  6-9  Jan  at  Munising  (RE,  SCH),  both 
Alger.  Providing  Minnesota’s  3rd  winter  record 
and  5th  overall  was  a banded  Green-tailed 
Towhee  that  wintered  at  Mountain  Lake,  Cot- 
tonwood (R&DG,  EDu,  DAC,  m.ob.);  photo- 
graphs documented  the  band  number,  and  it 
was  eventually  determined  that  this  individual 
was  banded  as  an  ASY  male  at  Thunder  Cape 
B.O.,  Ontario  10  Jun  2006!  Not  to  be  outdone, 
Michigan  hosted  its  5th  winter  and  9th  overall 
Green-tailed  Towhee  in  Marquette  (LFT, 
m.ob.).  Minnesota  reported  a male  Spotted 
Towhee  in  Mower  6-26  Feb  RNS)  and 

another  in  Scott  29  Jan-2  Feb.  Wisconsin  had 
Eastern  Towhees  in  Grant  26  Dec  (DKi)  and 
an  amazing  bird  in  n.  Iron  15  Jan-t  (RB),  while 
Michigan  had  a towhee  in  Bay  29  Jan-t- 
(G&EP)  and  4 in  early  Feb  in  Berrien  (fide 
TB).  Chipping  Sparrows  were  present  in  St. 
Croix,  Wl  3 Jan-H  (MRo),  Ramsey,  MN  21-27 
Jan  (SKE),  Van  Buren,  MI  26  Feb  (MHW),  and 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  28  Feb  (RS).  Minnesota  re- 
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ported  a Clay-colored  Sparrow,  accidental  in 
winter,  at  a feeder  in  Olmsted  12  Feb  (JWH) 
and  a female/imm.  Lark  Bunting  near  Duluth 
Airport,  St.  Louis  11  Dec  (DAG,  KRE,  JWL). 
Michigan  had  Harris’s  Sparrows  at  Hastings, 
Barry  10  Dec  (AK)  and  Traverse  City,  Grand 
Traverse  19  Feb.  A phenomenal  flock  of 
10,000  Snow  Buntings  was  present  in 
Landglade,  W1  3-4  Jan  (DT,  TP).  Rare  in 
Michigan  were  2 different  Indigo  Buntings, 
singles  in  Marquette  16  Dec  QQ)  and  Houghton 
16  Dec-early  Jan  (0.  Mills,  J.  Kaplan). 

A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  pho- 
tographed at  a feeder  in  Ashland,  WI  5-21  Dec 
(RB).  Marking  the  mild  winter  were  a Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  in  Nicollet  12  Dec  (RMD) 
and  at  least  2 in  Lac  Qui  Parle  31  Dec  and  17 
Jan  (BJU).  Minnesota  birders  reported  Rusty 
Blackbirds  from  six  s.  counties  and  Beltrami, 
Cass,  Lake,  and  Otter  Trail  in  the  north.  Wis- 
consin had  Rusty  Blackbirds  in  Waukesha  16 
Dec  (DG)  and  Rock  13  Jan  (QY),  while  Michi- 
gan’s only  report  was  5 on  17  Dec  in  Monroe 
(ATC).  Wisconsin’s  first  Great-tailed  Grackle 
was  present  near  Horicon  Marsh,  Dodge  31 
Jan+.(JB,  m.ob.).  A potential  5th  state  record 
was  a Bullock’s  Oriole  in  Bangor  Twp.,  Bay  3 
Dec  (G&EP,  M&MW;  p.a.).  Minnesota  re- 
ported a late  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole  at 
Rochester,  Olmsted  23  Dec  (WJK). 

Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  were  found  in 
both  Minnesota  and  Michigan.  Minnesota 
had  3 of  the  “interior  form”  winter  near  Clo- 
quet, Carlton  (MS,  m.ob.),  while  Michigan 
had  its  5th  state  record  at  LAnse,  Baraga  17 
Dec+  (MHe,  CP,  JK,  m.ob.).  Multiple  Hoary 
Redpoll  reports  came  from  eight  n.  counties 
in  Minnesota,  while  Michigan  and  Wisconsin 
had  only  singles  in  Marquette  5 Jan  (BJ)  and 
Iron  22  Jan  (RB),  respectively.  Observers  con- 
tinue to  comment  on  the  declining  presence 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks.  Wisconsin  reported  a 
peak  of  155  in  Ashland  29  Jan  (ASh),  while 
Minnesota’s  high  counts  were  only  40  in 
Aitkin  3 Dec  (K&CR)  and  50  in  Koochichmg 
28  Dec  (TC).  Minnesota’s  6th  Eurasian  Tree 
Sparrow  sporadically  visited  a feeder  at  Fer- 
gus Falls,  Otter  Tail  15  Dec^22  Jan  (S&DM, 
D&ST);  Michigan’s  3rd  made  a return  visit  to 
a feeder  at  Topaz,  Ontonagon  23  Dec-29  Jan 
(KW,  RSe). 

Corrigenda:  The  6 Ross’s  Geese  reported  on 
22  Feb  at  Paw  Paw  L.,  Berrien  included  in  the 
winter  2005-2006  report  were  not  accepted 
by  the  Michigan  records  committee.  Also  in 
that  report,  the  Northern  Hawk  Owl  at  Soo 
Junction  should  be  in  Luce,  not  Chippewa. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face); Betsy  Abert,  Larry  Abraham,  Mark  C. 


Alt,  Tom  Auer,  Tim  Baerwald  (TB),  Karl  J.  Bar- 
don,  Jack  Barthlomai,  Dedrick  Benz  (DB), 
Mike  Berg  (MBe),  Tony  Block  (TBo),  Marilyn 
Bontly  (MB),  Ryan  Brady  (RB),  Rick  Brigham 
(RiB),  Robert  Brodhagen  (RBr),  Conny  M. 
Brunnell,  Paul  E.  Budde,  David  A.  Cahlander, 
Donald  Chalfant  (DC),  Allen  T.  Chartier, 
Philip  C.  Chu,  Tom  Crumpton,  John  Curnow, 
Andy  Dettling,  Ed  P DeVries,  Charlie  Dewitt, 
Feller  Dewitt,  Herb  H.  Dingmann,  John  Dixon, 
Louis  Dombroski,  Edward  Duerksen  (EDu), 
Robert  M.  Dunlap,  Kim  R.  Eckert,  Paul  M. 
Egeland,  Simon  K.  Emms,  Robert  Epstein, 
David  L.  Evans,  Mike  Fales,  Bruce  A.  Fall,  Dan 
M.  Floren,  Joel  Flory,  Chip  Francke,  Robert  & 
Diane  Gardner,  Zack  Gayk,  Neil  & John 
Gilbert,  Wayne  Gleiber,  Tim  Granger,  Bob 
Grefe,  David  A.  Grosshuesch,  Dennis 
Gustafson  (DG),  Skye  Haas  (SH),  Max  Hen- 
schell  (MHe),  Scott  C.  Hickman,  John  W. 
Hockema,  Pete  R.  Hoeger,  Randy  Hoffman, 
Jude  Holloway  0Ho)>  Aaron  Holschbach,  Eric 
Howe,  Judith  Huf  OH),  Matt  Hysell  (MH), 
Dan  Jackson,  Joe  Jacyna  (JJ),  Robert  B. 
Janssen,  Margaret  S.  Jewett,  Brian  Johnson, 
Wendy  E.  Jones,  Jeanie  M.  Joppru,Joe  Kaplan, 
William  J.  Kass,  Kay  Kavanagh,  Douglas  W. 
Kieser,  Dennis  Kirschbaum  (DKi) , Anne  Klein, 
Diana  Koch  (DKo),  Dennis  Kuecherer  (DK), 
Roger  Laurie  Larson,  Robert  L.  Leppard, 
James  W.  Lind,  James  P.  Mattsson,  Adrien 
Mauss,  Steve  & Diane  Millard,  Kip  Miller, 
Mark  Mosey,  Brad  Murphy,  Bill  & Susie  Nel- 
son, Mark  A.  Ochs,  Earl  E.  Orf,  Robert  & Car- 
olyn Papke,  Matt  Paulson,  Walter  G.  Pawloski, 
Larry  Persico,  David  J.  Peters,  Glenn  & Ellen 
Peterson,  Rob  Poniatowski  (RP),  James  Pon- 
shair  OP),  Jackie  M.  Potts,  Tom  Prestby  Caleb 
Putnam  (CP),  Judy  Quirk,  John  Ralston  Oka), 
Jack  Reinoehl  OR),  Kim  & Cindy  Risen,  Mark 
Roberts  (MR),  Mary  Roen  (MRo),  John  Ro- 
mano ORo),  Ryne  D.  Rutherford,  AlanJ.  Ryff, 
Bill  Sarzongi  (BS),  Paul  Schilke  (PSc),  Fawn 
Schillinglaw,  Russ  Schipper,  Mike  Schrage, 
Robert  Seasor  (RSe),  Blaine  Seeliger  (BSe), 
Jeanne  & James  Sheehan,  Ann  Sherlock  (ASh), 
Richard  M.  Smaby  Andrew  D.  Smith,  Brian  T. 
Smith,  Joe  Soehnel  OS),  Alan  Stankevitz  (AS), 
Peder  H.  Svingen,  Carolyn  Szaroletta,  Louis  E 
Taccolini,  Daryl  Tessen  (DT),  Steve  Thiessen 
(ST),  Dan  & Sandy  Thimgam,  Eli  Thomas,  Pat 
Underwood,  Bill  J.  Unzen,  Bruce  Ventura, 
David  C.  Vinnedge,  Ben  A.  Wieland,  Marilyn 
& Myles  Willard,  Robert  B.  Williams,  Larry  & 
Mary  Wolf,  Chris  L.  Wood,  Tom  Wood, 
Jonathon  T.  Wuepper,  Kitt  Wulf,  Mary  H.  Wy- 
att, Quenetin  Yoerger,  Joseph  Youngman,  Jerry 
Ziarno,  Kirk  Zufelt. 
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While  lowans  basked  in  the  guilty 
pleasure  of  global  warming  during 
December,  Missouri  started  the 
season  under  a foot  of  snow.  Either  way,  it  was 
still  a balmy  month,  averaging  about  the  13th 
warmest  on  record.  The  first  half  of  January 
remained  warmer  than  usual,  with  the  pre- 
dictable effect  on  those  species  inclined  to 
linger.  January  finished  with  more  normal 
temperatures,  but  it  hardly  seemed  nor- 
mal— Missouri  was  hit  with  snow  and  a se- 
vere ice  storm,  while  Iowa  endured  repeated 
snowfalls.  February  was  an  unpleasant  con- 


that  Iowa’s  climatologists  declared  the  most 
destructive  in  40  years.  While  most  of  the 
month  hosted  few  birds  and  fewer  birders,  the 
intrepid  and/or  foolhardy  braved  ice  and 
snow  to  chronicle  the  return  of  waterfowl 
during  the  middle  of  the  month  in  Missouri 
and  a few  days  later  in  Iowa.  Overall,  it  was 
pretty  much  an  average  year  for  waterfowl, 
raptors,  gulls,  sparrows,  and,  unfortunately, 
winter  finches,  with  noteworthy  exceptions 
sprinkled  throughout. 

Abbreviations:  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migrato- 
ry Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO); 
S.L.N.W.R.  (Swan  Lake  N.W.R.,  Chariton, 
MO);  S.C.N.W.R.  (Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt, 
MO). 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  stayed  n.  in 
good  numbers  as  long  as  possible,  e.g.  104  in 
Poweshiek,  lA  11  Jan  (MP)  and  800  in  St. 
Louis  15  Jan  (JE),  while  Snow  Geese  reached 
203,000  at  S.C.N.W.R  3 Jan  and  300,000  at 
S.L.N.W.R.  26  Feb,  both  usual  areas  of  con- 
centration. A handful  of  single  Ross’s  Geese 
departed  Iowa  by  early  Jan;  Missouri  had  mid- 
winter reports  of  2 at  S.C.N.W.R.  10  Jan  (TR) 
and  2 in  Barton  11  Feb  (LB,  CB);  returning 
were  28  at  S.C.N.W.R.  27  Feb  (TR).  Cackling 
Geese  remained  in  Iowa  in  Dec  in  good  num- 
bers, e.g.  531  at  Rathbun  Res.,  Appanoose  14 


Two  Harlequin  Ducks  spent  the  winter  season  (here  9 February  2007)  through  the  season  in  Scott  County,  lov/a. 
Photograph  by  Reid  Allen. 


tinuation  of  late  January.  Iowa  sunk  into  the 
deep  freeze,  and  temperatures  in  northern 
Missouri  hovered  around  zero.  Compounding 
the  misery  were  persistent  snow  and  ice 
storms,  such  as  the  23-26  February  ice  storm 


Dec  (RLC),  but  Missouri  only  reported  small 
numbers  throughout  the  season.  Canada 
Geese  peaked  at  12,275  at  S.C.N.W.R.  3 Jan 
(FD).  Mute  Swans  were  scarce,  although 
there  were  up  to  7 in  mid-Feb  in  Scott,  lA  (SF, 
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Iowa's  third  or  fourth  record  of  Gyrfalcon  was  seen  by  many 
in  Boone  County,  Iowa  on  28  January  (here)-5  February 
2007.  Photograph  by  Reid  Allen. 


CC).  Wintering  Trumpeters  continue  to  in- 
crease at  R.M.B.S.,  with  up  to  175  this  season 
(DRo);  Tundras  were  confined  to  four  Mis-  i 

souri  locations,  with  the  most  being  7 at  i 

S.C.N.W.R.  10  Jan  (TR). 

Dabbling  ducks  followed  the  familiar  pat- 
tern in  the  Region,  -with  small  numbers  lin- 
gering where  there  was  open  water,  and  those 
being  forced  out  by  ice  in  late  Jan.  There  then 
were  virtually  no  reports  of  waterfowl  until 
eager  migrants  trickled  into  Missouri  on  12 
Feb  and  Iowa  a few  days  later.  Diving  ducks 
followed  the  same  predictable  pattern  except 
for  some  Mississippi  R.  locations.  At  Pool  19, 

Lee,  lA,  Dinsmore  recorded  the  following  j: 
peak  counts:  37,100  Canvasbacks  and  2144 
Ring-necked  Ducks  on  the  18  Dec  Keokuk  ) 
C.B.C.  and  a remarkable  833  Greater  Scaup  3 
Feb.  Canvasback  numbers  exceeded  1000  at 
R.M.B.S.  9 Dec  (BR);  other  Aythya  reports  i| 
were  of  much  smaller  numbers.  Getting  bird-  | 
ers  moving  despite  the  treacherous  late-win-  '■ 
ter  weather  were  2 Harlequin  Ducks  9 Feb+  i| 

at  Lock  and  Dam  14,  Scott  (tSF,  tCE,  ph.  RA,  ; 

tPA,  m.ob.).  Scoters  made  their  usual  modest  I 
showing:  single  Surf  Scoters  at  R.M.B.S.  26  1 

Dec-27  Jan  (tMT,  m.ob.)  and  at  Pool  19,  Lee, 
lA  18  Dec  and  20  Jan  (SJD);  single  White- 
winged Scoters  at  Pool  13,  Clinton,  lA  on  3 
Dec  (DP)  and  3 Feb  at  Pool  19  on  18-19  Dec 
(SJD),  plus  2 on  23  Dec  in  Union  (SJD);  and 
up  to  3 Black  Scoters  at  R.M.B.S.  through  18  i 
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jan  (tJU,  m.ob.)  and  2 at  Pool  19  on  18-19 
Dec,  declining  to  one  20  Jan  (SJD).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  appeared  in  above-average  num- 
bers in  Iowa,  with  peaks  of  4 in  Red  Rock  Res. 

22  Dec  (SJD,  AB)  and  8 at  Pool  19  on  20  Jan 
(SJD);  there  were  up  to  4 in  Missouri,  all  in  its 
n.  half.  Unexpected  was  a Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye at  a Decatur,  lA  farm  pond  11  Jan  (tNM, 
tBB,  tJL).  Common  Merganser  concentra- 
tions in  Iowa  included  14,000  at  Red  Rock 
Res.  13  Dec  (AB)  and  5300  at  Saylorville  Res. 
17  Dec  (SJD).  Unusual  were  mid-winter  Red- 
breasted Merganser  reports  from  Iowa,  in- 
cluding one  in  Story  7 Jan  (WO),  2 in  Decatur 
1-12  Jan  ORL,  NJM,  BBa),  4 in  Polk  on  14  Jan 
and  7 at  Pool  19  on  3 Feb  (SJD);  and  4 at 
R.M.B.S.  22  Jan  QE). 

LOONS  THROUGH  GULLS 

A Common  Loon  was  late  at 
Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Randolph  5 Jan 
(BJ,  AF).  There  were  140  Horned 
Grebes  at  Stockton  Res.,  Dade,  MO 

23  Dec  (MR);  early  was  one  at 
Cedar  L,  Linn,  lA  26-27  Feb  (DP, 

BS).  Other  late  grebe  reports  in- 
cluded a Red-necked  at  Red  Rock 
Res.  5 Dec  (ph.  JF)  and  a Western 
at  Fellow’s  L.,  Greene,  MO  11  Feb 
(LB,  GS,  CB).  Continuing  a trend, 

American  White  Pelicans  are  try- 
ing to  winter  in  Iowa,  e.g.,  2 at  Ot- 
tumwa 20  Jan  (SJD),  one  at  Iowa 
City  24  Jan  0LF)i  ^nd  3 at  Lock 
and  Dam  19  on  3 Feb  (SJD).  Con- 
tinuing a Missouri  trend  of  winter 
Great  Egrets,  one  was  noteworthy 
on  21  Jan  at  Otter  Slough  C.A., 

Stoddard  QE).  In  Iowa,  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  did  not  re- 
turn to  Cedar  L.,  ending  the  streak 
at  eight  consecutive  years.  Uncharacteristical- 
ly, Iowa  Cooper’s  Hawk  reports  outnumbered 
Sharp-shinneds  by  3 to  1;  Northern  Goshawk, 
with  five  Iowa  reports,  appeared  in  typical 
numbers,  but  none  made  it  to  Missouri.  Bu- 
teos  had  a normal  year,  and  5 Golden  Eagles, 
all  from  Iowa,  was  also  normal.  A Boone,  lA 
Gyrfalcon  (ph.  RIA,  tPIA,  tJB,  tGW)  brought 
out  birders  28  Jan-5  Feb  and  generated  dis- 
cussions about  its  provenance;  it  was  accept- 
ed unanimously  by  the  B.R.C.  Prairie  Falcons 
made  five  Iowa  and  seven  Missouri  appear- 
ances; the  most  easterly  by  far  was  at  Colum- 
bia Bottoms  C.A.,  St.  Louis  7 Jan  (BR).  At  least 
7 Merlins  returned  to  their  winter  roost  at 
Glendale  Cemetery  in  Des  Moines  QG,  RC), 
and  numbers  elsewhere  were  impressive:  11 
from  Missouri  and  17  from  Iowa  in  all. 

The  winter  rail  hotspot  continues  to  be  the 
Columbia,  MO,  S.T.R  near  McBaine,  Boone, 


with  7 Virginias  and  2 Soras  there  16  Dec  (JE). 
There  were  7 Sandhill  Cranes  on  at  S.C.N.W.R. 
6 Dec  (TR);  unusual  were  mid-winter  reports 
from  n.  Iowa,  including  one  in  Cherokee  2 Jan 
(DB),  one  in  Floyd  13  Jan  0G,  SJD),  and  5 in 
O’Brien  2-23  Feb  (fide  DK,  LS).  Interesting 
shorebird  reports  from  Missouri  included  2 
Least  Sandpipers  at  Winfield  Slough,  Lincoln 
10  Dec  (JE),  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  Big  Lake 
S.E,  Holt,  MO  14  Dec  (ph.,  tBJ,  a 2nd  state 
record  in  winter),  and  a Dunlin  at  Otter  Slough 
C.A.,  Stoddard  21  Jan  (JE).  An  ad.  Franklin’s 
Gull  was  reported  at  R.M.B.S.  27  Jan  and  13 
Feb  (DaR),  while  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  peaked  at 
365  at  Stockton  Res.,  MO  (MR).  In  addition  to 
the  Franklin’s  Gull  report,  R.M.B.S.  hosted  the 
rest  of  Missouri’s  best  gull  reports,  including  at 
least  2 Thayer’s  Gulls  OU,  BR),  at  least  4 Ice- 
land Gulls  (BR,  JE,  MT),  at  least  4 Lesser 


Black-backed  Gulls  QE,  JU,  BR),  2 Glaucous 
Gulls  (]E,  DR,  JU),  and  3 Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  QE,  BR).  In  Iowa,  ad.  Thayer’s  Gulls  out- 
numbered first-year  birds  by  16  to  7;  only  a 
few  birds  in  other  plumages  were  reported.  An 
Iceland  Gull  at  Lock  and  Dam  15  on  16  Jan+ 
(SF)  was  an  excellent  find,  as  was  a juv.  on  3 
Feb  at  Lock  and  Dam  19  (SJD)  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  peaked  at  6 at  Saylorville  Res.  6 
Jan  (SJD,  JG)  and  3 during  the  season  at  Scott 
(SF,  DoR).  Exceptional  was  Iowa’s  2nd  Slaty- 
backed  Gull,  an  ad.  at  Lake  Manawa  S.P.  17-23 
Dec  (LP,  BP,  ph.  AB,  ph.  JG,  ph.,  tAJ).  Adding 
some  additional  spice  was  a juv.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  at  Saylorville  Res.  1 Dec-14Jan  (ph., 
tJG,  AB,  SJD,  m.ob.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  their  ex- 
pansion in  both  states,  and  in  Iowa  they  set  a 


new  C.B.C.  record.  Among  four  Missouri  re- 
ports of  Greater  Roadrunner,  the  most  north- 
easterly was  one  in  Wright  26  Dec  (SM).  Mis- 
souri reports  of  Barn  Owl  included  singles  in 
Barton  3 Jan  and  Newton  20  Jan  (LH).  Snowy 
Owls  made  it  to  nw.  Missouri,  with  one  in  Liv- 
ingston 7 Dec  (DRi)  and  another  in  Andrew  12 
Dec  (FD);  Iowa  had  11  additional  reports 
from  throughout  the  season.  Long-eared  and 
Short-eared  Owls  appeared  in  about  average 
numbers  in  Missouri  and  above-average  num- 
bers in  Iowa.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  made 
it  to  ne.  Missouri,  with  2 at  North  Sever  C.A., 
Knox  27  Feb  (PHa,  EW);  Iowa  had  11  reports. 
Missouri  continued  its  string  of  wintering 
hummingbirds,  with  individuals  present 
through  the  season:  an  imm  or  female  Rufous 
Hummingbird  in  Cape  Girardeau  (ph.,  tLC, 
BE)  and  single  Rufous/Allen’s  Humming- 
birds at  Rolla,  Phelps  (ph.,  tGM, 
tNY)  and  through  the  season  in 
Iron,  MO  (tNY). 

Iowa’s  first  Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  was  completely  unexpect- 
ed on  4 Dec  near  Council  Bluffs, 
Pottawattamie  (ph.  AP).  There 
were  4 Loggerhead  Shrikes  in  s. 
Iowa  during  the  season,  while 
Northern  Shrikes  visited  in  about 
normal  numbers,  including  one  in 
Holt,  MO  14  Dec  (BJ)  and  another 
in  Clay,  MO  26  Feb  (BE).  Black- 
billed Magpie  numbers  may  be 
growing  at  Broken  Kettle  Grass- 
land, Plymouth,  lA,  where  there 
were  7 on  6 Jan  (GY  PR).  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  appeared  in 
small  numbers  in  both  states,  with 
an  exception  being  15  in  Polk,  lA 
1 Dec  (DT).  A lingering  Sedge 
Wren  was  at  Prairie  S.P.,  Barton  23 
Dec  (MR),  and  Marsh  Wrens  were  reported 
from  the  Red  Rock  Res.  and  Sioux  City,  lA 
C.B.C.s.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  also 
found  on  two  Iowa  counts:  Saylorville  Res. 
and  Taylor.  Townsend’s  Solitaires,  recently 
upgraded  to  Regular  status  in  Iowa,  were 
represented  by  4 individuals:  2-23  Jan  in  De- 
catur (tNM,  tBB,  tJL),  6-28  Jan  in  O’Brien 
(LS),  11-20  Jan  at  Hawkeye  W.A.,  Johnson 
(DP,  CE,  CC),  and  31  Jan  in  Allamakee  (DK). 
American  Robins  were  found  in  large  num- 
bers throughout  Iowa  and  were  reported  in 
record  numbers  from  its  C.B.C.s;  Iowa  also 
hosted  2 Varied  Thrushes:  6-28  Feb  in  Ma- 
son City  (PH,  CF)  and  27-28  Feb  in  Sioux 
City  (BH,  PR).  Unusual  mimid  reports  in- 
cluded a Gray  Catbird  at  Lake  of  Three  Fires 
S.P.,  Taylor,  lA  30  Dec,  where  one  was  found 
last  year  (KN),  Northern  Mockingbirds  in  n. 
Iowa — e.g.,  2 in  Cherokee  12  Dec-28  Jan 


A Western  Tanager  at  St.  Lsuis  on  21-28  (here  26)  January  ...jv  ' iouri 

mntsr.  Photograph  by  Mike  Thelm. 
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(LS)  and  one  in  Howard  12  Jan  (EB) — and  a 
wintering  Brown  Thrasher  at  Ames,  lA  (fide 
SJD).  American  Pipits  made  three  Missouri 
appearances,  including  16  Dec  in  Greene 
(BoB),  3 Jan  in  Barton  (LH,  CB),  and  21  Jan 
at  R.M.B.S.  (DR). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

Pine  Warblers  were  in  two  s.  Missouri  loca- 
tions: in  Joplin  5 Jan  (LH)  and  at  Cape  Gi- 
rardeau 15-28  Feb  (SJ);  more  unusual  was  an 
Ovenbird  on  the  Cedar  Falls-Waterloo,  lA 
C.B.C.,  the  states  3rd  winter  report  in  four 
years.  Brightening  up  a Missouri  winter  was  a 
Western  Tanager  in  St.  Louis  21-28  Jan  (ph., 
tPM,  tCM,  TJM,  m.ob.).  Spotted  Towhee, 
Chipping  Sparrow,  and  Savannah  Sparrow  ap- 
peared in  their  usual  small  numbers  in  both 
states.  Missouri’s  2nd  winter  season  Lark 
Bunting  in  the  past  three  years  was  in  Stod- 
dard 17  Jan-8  Feb  (BL,  tBR,  BJ,  JE).  There 
were  four  reports  totaling  6 Le  Conte’s  Spar- 
rows in  s.  Missouri.  Lapland  Longspurs 
reached  their  highest  numbers  in  Missouri  at 
1000  on  17  Feb  in  St.  Louis  (DRo).  Smith’s 
Longspurs  were  noted  2 Dec  in  Clay,  MO 
(BF)  and  26  Feb  at  S.L.N.W.F  (SK).  Snow 
Buntings  made  a poor  showing  overall;  the 
most  southerly  was  one  at  R.M.B.S.  2 Dec 
QE).  Unprecedented  was  Iowa's  first  winter 
Indigo  Bunting,  an  imm.  male  at  Ames  31 
Dec  (ph.,  tSMa,  ph.  SJD).  Interesting  were  12 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  (just  one  a female)  in  De- 
catur, lA  19  Jan-4  Feb  (BB).  There  were  20 
Great-tailed  Grackles  in  Warren,  lA  15  Feb 
(AJ),  down  from  recent  years’  counts.  A first- 
year  Baltimore  Oriole  feeding  on  peanut  but- 
ter and  suet  was  a surprise  in  Jefferson,  MO  19 
Jan+  (tWG). 

The  most  Purple  Finches  by  far  were  40  in 
Boone,  MO  from  Dec-Feb  (BJ),  among  a 
handful  of  other  reports;  Iowa  had  15  reports, 
almost  all  of  one  to  4 birds.  The  only  crossbill 


reports  were  of  Reds:  4 at  Busch  Memorial 
C.A.,  St.  Charles  15-16  Dec  QU,  JE),  one  on 
the  Taylor,  lA  C.B.C.,  and  4 at  Cedar  Rapids, 
I A 4 Jan  (BS).  A Common  Redpoll  appeared 
in  s.-cen.  Missouri  in  Maries  15-23  Jan  (AN); 
there  were  five  other  reports  of  one  to  3 birds 
in  the  Region.  A Hoary  Redpoll  greatly  in- 
creased visits  to  Brenton  Arboretum  in  Story, 
lA  16  Dec-26  Jan  (tTL,  ph.,  tRIA,  tPIA, 
m.ob.).  Pine  Siskins  were  found  only  at  six 
Iowa  locations.  A Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  in 
Washington,  lA  16  Jan  (DP)  marks  a westerly 
movement  for  this  species  in  Iowa. 

Contributors  (state  compilers  in  boldface): 
Pam  Allen,  Reid  Allen,  Ben  Baldwin,  Ellen 
Bell,  Lisa  Berger,  Dick  Bierman,  Aaron  Brees, 
Bo  Brown  (BoB),  Charlie  Burwick,  Chris 
Caster,  Robert  Cecil,  Lanny  Chambers,  Ray 
Cummings,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  Frank  Dur- 
bian,  Joe  Fades,  Bill  Eddleman,  Chris  Ed- 
wards, Carolyn  Fischer,  Bob  Fisher,  Andrew 
Forbes,  Jim  Forde,  Steve  Freed,  Jim  Fuller 
(JLF),  Wally  George,  Jay  Gilliam,  Patrick  Har- 
rison (PHa),  Lawrence  Herbert,  Paul  Hertzel, 
Bill  Huser,  Brad  Jacobs,  Ann  Johnson,  Steven 
Juhlin,  Steve  Kinder,  Darwin  Koenig,  Tom 
Lawson,  Bob  Lewis,  Jeff  Livingston,  Charlene 
Malone,  Jim  Malone,  Steve  Maloy  (SMa), 
Sherry  McGowan,  Paul  McKenzie,  Nathan 
Miller,  Gary  Mueller,  Adam  Nesbit,  Kelly 
Norris,  Loren  Padelford,  Babs  Padelford,  Di- 
ane Pesek,  Andrew  Peters,  Mark  Proescholdt, 
Bill  Reeves,  Dennis  Ritter  (DRi),  Mark  Rob- 
bins, Don  Robinson  (DoR),  Tommie  Rogers, 
David  Rogles  (DRo),  Paul  Roisen,  Bill  Rowe, 
Bill  Scheible,  Lee  Schoenewe,  Greg  Swick, 
Mike  Thelen,  Dennis  Thompson,  Josh  Uff- 
man,  Gerald  Von  Ehwegen,  Edge  Wade,  Neal 
Young. 


Robert  Cecil,  1315  41st  Street 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  50311,  (wewarb@aol.com) 
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TENNESSEE 


Chris  Sloan  | Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

The  winter  of  2006-2007  was  one  of  the 
most  variable  on  record  in  the  Region. 
Temperatures  were  warmer  than  nor- 
mal in  December  and  January;  in  fact,  January 
was  the  warmest  month  on  record  at 
Louisville.  However,  temperatures  quickly 
transitioned  to  colder  than  normal  in  Febru- 
ary. The  frigid  weather  of  early  to  mid-Febru- 
ary was  the  coldest  that  the  Region  had  expe- 
rienced in  several  years  and  was  responsible 
for  a number  of  observations  of  note  scattered 
throughout  the  following  summary.  Precipita- 
tion was  overall  below  normal,  with  virtually 
no  snow  cover  recorded  outside  of  a two- 
week  period  in  north-central  Kentucky  in  ear- 
ly to  mid-February. 

Rarity  highlights  included  a Neotropic 
Cormorant,  Sabine’s  Gull,  returning  Spotted 
Towhee,  and  Scott’s  Oriole  in  Kentucky  and 
White-faced  Ibis  and  two  Common  Redpolls 
in  Tennessee.  With  natural  and  ornamental 
food  crops  seemingly  in  below-average  sup- 
ply, it  was  not  a good  winter  for  eaters  of 
berries,  cones,  or  mast,  although  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  present  in  good  numbers 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  Region.  North- 
ern finches  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  nearly  absent,  with  only  a few  Purple 
Finches  and  nuthatches  present  and  virtually 
no  Pine  Siskins. 

Abbreviations:  Ballard  W.M.A.  (Ballard,  KY); 
Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  including  the 
EARTH  Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN); 
Jonathan  Creek  (embayment  of  Kentucky  L., 
Marshall,  KY);  Kentucky  Dam  (at  n.  end  of 
Kentucky  L.,  Livingston/Marshall,  KY);  Long 
Point  (Long  Point  Unit  Reelfoot  N.W.R.,  Ful- 
ton, KY);  Pace  Point  (Pace  Point,  Big  Sandy 
Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN);  Sauerhe- 
ber (Sauerheber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hen- 
derson, KY);  Standifer  Gap  (Standifer  Gap 
Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN). 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  again  nu- 


merous in  the  w.  portion  of  the  Re- 
gion this  winter,  with  peak  counts 
including  a new  Kentucky  high 
count  of  13,250  in  the  vicinity  of 
Long  Point  3 Jan  (GP),  7000  at 
Sauerheber  29  Jan  (MM),  and  3000- 
4000  at  Ballard  W.M.A.  during  tbe 
first  week  of  Feb  (CW).  Snow  Geese 
were  found  in  large  numbers  during 
early  Feb,  with  100,000  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ballard  W.M.A.  and  an 
additional  20,000  along  the  Missis- 
sippi R.,  KY,  10,000  along  the  lower 
Ohio  R.,  KY  6 Feb  (PH),  and  15,000  at  Sauer- 
heber during  the  first  week  of  Feb  (MM).  A 
Ross’s  Goose  x Snow  Goose  hybrid  was  re- 
ported in  w.  Fulton,  KY  22  Feb  (DR,  HC).  An 
exceptionally  high  count  of  95  Ross’s  Geese 
was  made  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  22  Feb  (DR,  HC). 
There  were  a few  reports  of  Cackling  Geese  in 
Kentucky,  including  2 in  w.  Fulton  16  Dec 
(BPa,  NM,  KL,  DW);  15-20  in  Oldham  29  Jan 
(BPa);  one  in  Rockcastle  3 Feb  (RDn);  and  2 
in  Hardin  10  Feb  (RHe).  All  five  regular  goose 
species  were  reported  in  well  above-average 
numbers  from  e.  Tennessee,  including  reports 


This  Neotropic  Cormorant  (at  right)  in  Muhlenberg  County  provided  Ken- 
tucky with  its  second  documented  record,  although  the  timing  of  the  one- 
day  sighting  (28  February  2007)  was  much  earlier  than  all  previous  reports 
in  the  Region.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


of  Cackling  Geese  from  two  locations.  In  w. 
Tennessee,  as  many  as  31  Cackling  Geese 
were  at  Shelby  Farms,  Memphis,  TN  9 
Dec-24  Feb  QW,  JRW).  One  to  12  Mute 
Swans  were  reported  at  11  Kentucky  and 
three  Tennessee  locales  during  the  season. 
The  wintering  flock  of  Tundra  Swans  at 
Sauerheber  peaked  at  42  birds  29  Jan  (MM); 
otherwise,  5 were  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken, 
KY  18  Feb  (BSt,  CBC),  and  single  imms.  were 
reported  in  Pulaski,  KY  7 Dec  (ph.  RDn),  at 


Bristol,  TN  13  Dec-2  Mar  (RK,  m.ob.),  on  L. 
Cumberland,  Russell,  KY  15  Feb  (ph.  RDn), 
and  on  Middlebrook  L.,  Sullivan,  TN  16  Feb 
(DM). 

A Blue-winged  Teal  wintered  in  Washing- 
ton, TN  (RK,  DH).  The  Feb  cold  snap  brought 
the  highest  counts  of  Canvasbacks  to  the 
Ohio  R.  in  Kentucky  in  many  years,  including 
300  in  Union  10  Feb  (CC);  up  to  240-1-  at  and 
upstream  from  Louisville  17-19  Feb  (DR, 
RDv  et  al.);  and  140  in  Bracken  19  Feb  (DR, 
RDv,  LM).  Redheads  also  showed  up  in  good 
numbers  at  the  same  time,  with  50  on  the 
Ohio  R.,  Jefferson,  KY  (BPa)  and  110  on  the 
Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  (DR,  RDv,  LM),  both  19 
Feb.  The  cold  snap  also  resulted  in  some  im- 
pressive diving  duck  tallies  from  Kentucky  L., 
Marshall,  KY,  where  the  following  peak 
counts  were  reported  21  Feb  (DR):  2850 
Greater  Scaup  (new  state  high  count),  5000-h 
Lesser  Scaup,  and  9235  Common  Goldeneyes 
(new  state  high  count).  Some  11,400  Lesser 
Scaup  counted  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  21  Feb 
(DR,  HC)  represented  a new  state  high  count. 

Single  Surf  Scoters  were  present  at  Cane 
Creek  Park,  Putnam,  TN  27  Dec  (SJS),  in 
Hamilton,  TN  18  Feb  (KC,  DJ),  on 
the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  18-19  Feb 
(BSt  et  al.),  and  in  se.  Muhlenberg, 
KY  28  Feb  (BPa  et  al.).  It  was  the 
best  year  in  a long  time  for  White- 
winged Scoters,  with  one  to  3 re- 
ported at  four  Kentucky  locales  29 
Dec-27  Feb  and  an  astonishing  to- 
tal of  21  reported  from  eight  Ten- 
nessee locales  3 Dec-27  Feb.  Single 
ad.  male  Black  Scoters  at  Reelfoot 
L,  Lake,  TN  15  Dec  QRW)  and  at 
Ballard  W.M.A.  18-21  Dec  (ph.SR, 
et  al.)  were  the  only  Blacks  report- 
ed during  the  period.  A female 
Long-tailed  Duck  was  present  on 
the  Ohio  R.  upstream  from 
Louisville  18-19  Feb  (ph.  T&CB  et 
al);  a male  was  in  Bristol,  TN  15 
Feb  (RC,  m.ob.).  One  to  20  Com- 
mon Mergansers  were  reported  at  a 
dozen  Kentucky  sites,  mostly  dur- 
ing mid-Feb;  they  were  also  report- 
ed in  above-average  numbers  in 
Tennessee.  A count  of  1000  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  at  Pace  Point  15  Feb  (MT)  was 
noteworthy. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

There  were  two  reports  of  Red-throated  Loon 
in  Kentucky:  one  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall 
11  Feb  (ph.  DR,  TD)  and  one  at  Barren  River 
L,  16-18  Feb  (ph.  DR,  BPa).  A juv.  Pacific 
Loon  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon  4 Dec  (BL)  was  the 
only  one  reported  in  Kentucky;  likewise,  one 
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White-faced  Ibis  is  a vagrant  at  any  season  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region,  but  this 
individual  in  Lake  County,  Tennessee  10  (here  12)  November  through  9 December  2006 
was  especially  late  as  well.  Photograph  by  Bill  Pulliam. 


at  Pace  Point  15  Feb  (MX)  provided  the  sole 
Tennessee  report.  A few  Common  Loons  lin- 
gered through  the  winter  in  Kentucky;  a 
count  of  50-60  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY 
21  Feb  (DR)  probably  included  some  early 
migrants.  There  were  two  reports  of  Red- 
necked Grebe  in  Kentucky:  one  at  Green  Riv- 
er L.,  Taylor  29  Dec  and  2 Jan  (ph.  BPa,  AC, 
RDn)  and  one  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken  19  Feb 
(ph.  DR).  For  the  2nd  winter  in  a row,  a Red- 
necked Grebe  and  2 Western  Grebes  were  at 
Pace  Point,  this  year  on  15  Feb  (MT).  Two 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  also  at  Reelfoot  L. 
during  the  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  MG).  There 
were  four  reports  of  Eared  Grebe  in  Kentucky: 
one  in  Muhlenberg  3-9  Dec  (ph.  DR  et  al.)  and 
again  (possibly  the  same  individual)  28  Feb 
(ph.  BPa,  ph.  DR);  one  on  Kentucky  L.,  Cal- 
loway 3 Jan  (HC,  WWe);  and  one  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Marshall  11  Feb  (DR,  TD).  Up  to  8 
Eareds  were  present  at  their  regular  wintering 
location  at  S.  Holston  L.,  Sullivan,  TN  during 
the  period  (fide  RK);  one  on  the  Tennessee  R., 
Hamilton,  TN  26-27  Feb  (KC,  m.ob.)  consti- 
tuted a first  county  record.  Small  or  moderate 
numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans  lingered 
on  the  lakes  in  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region 
through  the  winter.  Quite  unexpected  was  a 
Neotropic  Cormorant  accompanying  3 Dou- 
ble-cresteds  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  28  Feb  (ph., 
tBPa,  ph.  DR);  late  in  the  day,  the  4 birds 
headed  off  northward... one  has  to  wonder 
where  that  bird  will  end  up!  A Great  White 
Heron  was  on  the  Little  R.  near  Townsend, 
Bloimt,  TN  5 Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  WB);  most  of 
the  handful  of  Regional  records  of  this  rare 
taxon  have  occurred  in  e.  Tennessee  over  the 
past  15  years,  including  hve  from  Sullivan. 
Great  Egrets  were  reported  widely  across  Ten- 
nessee, with  9 reported  from  six  locations,  in 
addition  to  an  impressive  23  at  Robco  L., 


Shelby  6 Jan  QRW). 
Tardy  or  wintering 
American  Bitterns  were 
present  in  Muhlenberg, 
KY  9 Dec  (RDn,  HC, 
ME)  and  in  Greene,  TN 
18  Dec  (DM);  one  at 
Brainerd  Levee,  Chat- 
tanooga, TN  22  Nov-16 
Dec  (RS,  KW,  ph.  KC) 
ultimately  furnished  the 
2nd  record  for  the  Chat- 
tanooga C.B.C.  (fide 
KC).  A White-faced  Ibis 
in  Lake,  TN  3-9  Dec 
(NM,  ph.  MT  et  al.)  was 
a stunning  and  unex- 
pected winter  record  of 
this  vagrant  to  the  Re- 
gion. 

Returning  Ospreys  again  set  record-early 
dates,  with  single  birds  at  the  Tennessee  R., 
Hamilton,  TN  24  Feb  (CD),  Knox,  TN  27  Feb 
(SHo),  Greene,  TN  28  Feb  (DM),  and  L. 
Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  28  Feb  (HC).  One  found 
during  the  Knoxville  C.B.C.  30  Dec  and  one 
in  Hawkins,  TN  1 Feb  (SHu)  were  likely  win- 


Sabine's  Gulls  are  rare  but  regular  fall  migrants  in  the  inte- 
rior East  and  Midwest,  but  this  juvenile  in  Lyon  County,  Ken- 
tucky established  a first  winter  record  for  the  state  16  (here 
23)  December  2006  through  3 January  2007.  Photograph  by 
David  Roemer. 


tering.  There  were  several  reports  of  interest- 
ing Red-tailed  Hawks:  a dark-  or  intermedi- 
ate-morph  Harlan’s  in  Rockcastle,  KY  8 & 23 
Dec  (ph.  RDn);  a dark-morph  calurus  in  Pu- 
laski, KY  17  Dec  (RDn);  a light-morph  ad. 
calurus  in  s.  Warren  8 Jan  for  at  least  the  3rd 
year  in  a row  (DR);  and  a dark-  or  intermedi- 
ate-morph  Harlan’s  in  Pulaski  27  Jan  (TRDn). 
One  to  2 Rough-legged  Hawks  were  noted  at 
several  Kentucky  sites  through  the  period;  the 
lone  report  from  Tennessee  was  from  Gibson  1 
Dec  (MG).  One  to  3 Golden  Eagles  were  re- 
ported at  six  Kentucky  and  three  Tennessee 
sites  3 Dec-18  Feb,  an  above-average  show- 
ing. It  was  another  decent  winter  for  Merlins, 
with  single  birds  (possibly  2 in  one  instance) 
reported  at  nine  Kentucky  and  seven  Ten- 
nessee sites  during  the  period.  A Peregrine 
Falcon  was  at  a recent  wintering  site  in  Wash- 
ington, TN  (RK);  a pair  around  the  regular 
nesting  location  below  Chickamauga  Dam, 
Hamilton,  TN  was  seen  copulating  4 Feb  (fide 
KC).  In  w.  Tennessee,  2 birds  were  seen  on 
three  occasions  at  Ensley  6 Jan  Q^^W),  in 
Memphis  8 Jan  (KD),  and  at  Paris  Landing 
S.P.,  Henry  15  Feb  (MT). 

Six  Virginia  Rails  were  heard  at  three  sites 
in  se.  Muhlenberg,  KY  30  Dec  (BPa,  AC);  3, 
plus  a Sora,  were  reported  on  the  Savannah, 
TN  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  WRP).  Virginia  Rails 
were  present  at  Standifer  Gap  throughout  the 
period,  with  a high  of  13  on  the  Chattanooga 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (DPa);  a Sora  was  also  there  26 
Feb  (ph.  J&VL).  Southbound  flocks  of  Sand- 
hill Cranes  continued  through  the  C.B.C.  pe- 
riod, with  one  to  60  reported  on  eight  Ken- 
tucky counts;  the  mild  weather  that  contin- 
ued into  Jan  resulted  in  a large  number  of 
birds  short-stopping  in  w.  Hardin,  KY  without 
proceeding  farther;  the  peak  count  at  this  lo- 
cale was  a new  state  high  count  of  6000  esti- 
mated there  30  Jan  (DR).  The  cold  weather  of 
early  Feb  forced  most  to  retreat  a bit  farther 
southward,  but  as  soon  as  the  cold  weather 
broke  during  the  3rd  week  of  the  month, 
birds  were  moving  northward  in  full  force, 
vAth  numerous  flocks  reported  during  the  last 
week  of  the  month. 

SHOiEBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

One  or  2 Spotted  Sandpipers  wintered  in 
Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  (RP,  m.ob.).  Early  or 
vagrant  shorebirds  included  a Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  Todd,  KY  21  Jan  (ph.  DR,  MB);  3 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Sauerheber  24  Feb  (HC, 
ME,  RDn);  a Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Rankin 
Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN  26  Feb  (MS);  and  a Pec- 
toral Sandpiper  in  s.  Warren,  KY  26  Feb  (DR). 
Single  late  Greater  Yellowlegs  were  at  Cades 
Cove,  Great  Smoky  Mts.  N.P.,  Sevier,  TN  14 
Nov-13  Dec  (WB)  and  Ensley  9 Dec  (MTOS). 
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Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  rare  in  Kentucky,  appear  to  be  increasing;  this  second- 
cycle  bird  ms  present  at  Kentucky  Dam  6 (here)  and  7 February  2097.  Photo- 
graph by  Brasmrd  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


A tardy  Western  Sandpiper  was  present  at 
Jonathan  Creek  15  Dec  (HC,  BH).  A few  Least 
Sandpipers  were  seen  off  and  on  in  w.  Ken- 
tucky during  the  period,  but  they  disappeared 
during  the  cold  spell  of  Feb;  the  peak  count 
was  109  at  Jonathan  Creek  29  Jan  (BH). 

A first-year  Franklin’s  Gull  was  in  Pulaski, 
KY  1 Dec  (ph.  RDn).  The  mild  early  winter 
period  enticed  good  numbers  of  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  to  linger  into  midwinter  in  the  Region, 
with  7000-10,000  estimated  on  Kentucky  L., 
KY  11  Feb  (DR,  TD).  It  was  an  odd  winter  for 
Ring-billed  Gulls,  with  below-av- 
erage  numbers  reported  across 
the  Region  prior  to  the  cold  snap 
in  early  Feb;  however,  up  to 
40,000  may  have  been  present  on 
Kentucky  L.,  KY  11  Feb  (DR, 

TD).  Greatest  numbers  of  Herring 
Gulls  occurred  during  the  Feb 
cold  snap,  with  peak  counts  in- 
cluding several  hundred  at  Ken- 
tucky Dam  6-7  Feb  (BPa);  85  on 
the  Ohio  R.  at  Covington,  Kenton, 

KY  15  Feb  (FR);  at  least  105  at 
Cave  Run  L.,  Rowan,  KY  16  Feb 
(BPa);  200-t  in  the  vicinity  of 
Markland  Dam  on  the  Ohio  R., 

Gallatin,  KY  18  Feb  (DR,  RDv); 
and  415-t-  in  the  vicinity  of  Mel- 
dahl  Dam  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  19  Feb 
(DR,  RDv,  LM).  The  only  reports  of  Thayer’s 
Gull  were  of  an  ad.  below  Kentucky  Dam  7 & 
10  Feb  (ph.  BPa  et  al.),  an  ad.  at  Barkley  Dam 
21  Feb  (DR,  HC),  and  a first-winter  bird  in 
Lake,  TN  2-9  Dec  (TW  et  al.).  A first-winter 
Iceland  Gull  was  at  Pace  Point  7 Feb  (MT).  A 
handful  of  reports  of  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  came  from  the  lakes  in  the  w.  portion  of 
the  Region;  however,  the  Feb  cold  snap 
brought  reports  of  one  to  2 on  the  middle 
Ohio  R.,  KY  where  county  firsts  were  report- 
ed for  Gallatin  (ph.  DR,  RDv)  and  Jefferson 


OBe,  PB,  ph.  BPa),  18  and  19 
Feb,  respectively.  There  were 
two  reports  of  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull,  a second-year 
bird  below  Kentucky  Dam  6-7 
Feb  (ph.  BPa)  and  2 first-year 
birds  over  Markland  Dam  on 
the  Ohio  R.,  Gallatin,  KY  18 
Feb  (DR,  RDv).  One  of  the 
highlights  of  the  season  was  a 
juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  at  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon,  KY  16  Dec-3  Jan  (vt.  SW, 
et  al),  a species  exceedingly 
rare  in  winter  anywhere  in 
North  America.  Small  num- 
bers of  Forster’s  Terns  were  re- 
ported throughout  w.  Ten- 
nessee during  the  season, 
peaking  at  an  unusually  high  50  at  Lick  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Benton,  TN  3 Dec  (MT).  Two  were  in 
Marion,  TN  during  the  Nickajack  Lake  C.B.C. 
30  Dec  (fide  KC). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FimCHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  still  scarce  in  e. 
Tennessee  n.  of  Chattanooga,  so  reports  from 
Washington  (DH)  and  Carter  (TM)  were  note- 
worthy, as  was  a first  county  record  for  Clay 
(BHS).  The  Inca  Dove  in  Hamblen,  TN  lin- 
gered through  14  Dec  (BBr).  Two  to  4 Long- 


eared Owls  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  during  the  pe- 
riod (BPa  et  al.)  were  the  only  ones  reported 
in  the  Region.  It  was  a better  winter  for  Short- 
eared Owls,  with  one  to  10  reported  at  seven 
Kentucky  and  four  Tennessee  sites  during  the 
period;  one  in  Union,  TN  24  Feb  (CC)  was  a 
county  first.  The  only  report  of  a Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  in  Kentucky  was  of  one  heard 
in  McCreary  3 Jan  (RDn,  JD);  in  Tennessee, 
one  in  Pickett  S.P.,  Fentress,  TN  (JF)  and  one 
on  the  Bristol  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (JM)  were  the 
only  reports  away  from  Roan  Mt.,  a regular 
breeding  area. 


The  number  of  winter  hummingbirds  in 
the  Region  was  somewhat  reduced  this  year, 
with  fewer  oddities  in  the  mix.  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  numerous  in  bottomland 
forests  of  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region  again 
this  winter;  they  were  especially  conspicuous 
at  Ballard  WM.A.  and  in  Land  Between  the 
Lakes  N.R.A.  Vireos  tarrying  included  a 
White-eyed  in  Warren,  KY  29  Dec  (tDB)  and 
a Blue-headed  in  Knox,  TN  2 Dec  (CG);  an- 
other Blue-headed  was  seen  at  Bartlett,  Shel- 
by, TN  25  Jan  (RI). 

Fish  Crows  continue  to  be  regularly  report- 
ed in  winter  along  the  Tennessee  R.  in  Knox, 
TN;  future  reports  will  not  be  noted  in  this 
summary  absent  additional  developments. 
Common  Ravens  continue  to  spread  farther 
outside  the  mts.  in  upper  e.  Tennessee,  with 
reports  from  Washington,  Sullivan,  and 
Hawkins.  The  earliest  Tree  Swallows  were  3 at 
Booker  T.  Washington  S.E,  Hamilton,  TN  18 
Feb  (Dj);  as  has  been  the  trend  in  recent 
years,  the  species  had  moved  into  the  state  in 
significant  numbers  by  late  Feb.  Very  few 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  present  in  the 
Region  this  winter;  one  to  4 were  reported  on 
only  six  Kentucky  C.B.C.s  and  three  Ten- 
nessee C.B.C.s. 

Tallies  of  9 House  Wrens  and  4 Sedge 
Wrens  during  the  Reelfoot  Lake  C.B.C.  16 
Dec  were  unusually  high  (fide 
MG);  the  only  other  reports  of 
House  Wrens  were  of  single  birds 
in  Greene,  TN  18  Dec  (DM);  dur- 
ing the  Savannah,  TN  C.B.C.  2 
Jan  (fide  WRP);  and  on  three 
Kentucky  C.B.C.s.  One  to  2 
Marsh  Wrens  were  reported  at 
three  sites  in  Kentucky  and  six 
sites  in  Tennessee  16  Dec-6  Jan, 
but  9 at  Standifer  Gap  16  Dec 
during  the  Chattanooga  C.B.C. 
(DPa)  was  exceptional.  Reports  of 
Sedge  Wrens  away  from  Reelfoot 
L.  included  single  birds  at  Stan- 
difer Gap  16  Dec  (DPa);  at  Shelby 
Farms,  Memphis,  TN  17  Dec 
(MTOS);  in  w.  McCracken,  KY  18 
Dec  (BPa,  SR);  and  at  Heritage  Marsh,  White, 
TN  21  Dec  (SJS,  WWa).  Single  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  were  in  Knox,  TN  10  Dec  (SHo) 
and  17  Jan  (MD).  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  nu- 
merous early  in  the  winter  (24-273  reported 
on  28  of  29  Kentucky  C.B.C.s),  but  following 
the  Feb  cold  snap,  very  few  individuals  ap- 
peared to  be  present  in  many  portions  of  n.- 
cen.  Kentucky,  suggesting  that  mortality  may 
have  been  high  in  this  area.  Below-average 
numbers  of  Cedar  Waxwings  were  present  in 
Kentucky  into  early  Jan  (one  to  124  reported 
on  17  of  29  Kentucky  C.B.C.s),  but  influxes 


This  male  Cape  May  Harbler  in  Trigg  County  16  December  2806  furnished  a first  winter  record 
for  Kentucky.  Photograph  by  David  Reemer 
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This  Common  Redpoll  spent  18  (here  27)  February  into  March  2007  at  Hohenwald,  Lewis  County,  Tennessee;  another  was  in 
Tipton  9 January  through  16  February  2007.  There  are  only  a handful  of  records  of  this  species  for  the  state,  and  prior  to  the 
Tipton  bird,  none  from  western  Tennessee.  Considering  the  very  poor  flight  of  this  species  south  of  Canada  in  this  winter, 
these  records  are  all  the  more  remarkable.  Photograph  by  Bill  Pulliam. 


or  waves  of  birds  were  noted  in  mid-Jan  and 
early  Feb.  Only  4 Gray  Catbirds  were  report- 
ed in  Tennessee,  all  from  the  e.  half  of  the 
state;  this  is  still  somewhat  high  but  consider- 
ably lower  than  last  winter. 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  present 
in  ne.  Hart,  KY  in  Jan  (BPa,  CF),  and  one  to  2 
were  reported  from  seven  Tennessee  locations 
2 Dec-2  Jan.  A Tennessee  Warbler  on  Presi- 
dent’s I.,  Memphis,  TN  17  Dec  (ER)  repre- 
sents an  exceptionally  rare  winter  record  for 
the  Region;  a Nashville  Warbler  in  Knox,  TN 
9-10  Dec  (tSHo)  was  almost  as  exceptional.  A 
male  Cape  May  Warbler  in  Land  Between  the 
Lakes  N.R.A.,  Trigg,  KY  16  Dec  (ph.DR)  rep- 
resented a first  winter  record  for  the  state. 
Palm  Warblers  were  scarce  in  Kentucky  this 
winter;  in  Tennessee,  numbers  were  higher 
but  still  down  from  last  winter’s  unusually 
high  total,  except  for  a count  record  total  of 
16  during  the  Chattanooga  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(fide  KC).  Single  tardy  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  in  Pulaski,  KY  5 Dec  (RDn, 
GH),  at  the  Brainerd  Levee  during  the  Chat- 
tanooga C.B.C.  16  Dec  (KW),  and  on  the  Sa- 
vannah, TN  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  WRP);  2 were 
found  at  Reelfoot  L.,  where  the  species  may 
sometimes  winter,  during  the  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(fide  MG). 

A female  Summer  Tanager  in  Hamilton,  TN 
1 1 Dec-7  Feb  (MLB)  may  constitute  the  first 
winter  record  for  the  county.  An  ad.  male  was 
at  a feeder  in  Knoxville,  TN  9-17  Dec  (ph. 
SP);  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  county  ear- 
ly-21  Jan  (fide  MD)  may  or  may  not  have 
been  the  same  bird.  The  male  Spotted  Towhee 
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that  wintered  ne.  of  Canmer,  Hart,  KY  last 
year  returned  and  was  observed  12  Dec+  (CR 
BBa  et  al.).  One  to  24  Chipping  Sparrows 
were  reported  on  11  Kentucky  C.B.C.s,  with 
wintering  documented  at  feeding  stations  in 
Wairen  (DR)  and  Trigg  (BL,  PL).  A Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  in  Putnam,  TN  16  Dec  (KB,  DC). 
One  to  6 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  observed 
at  six  Kentucky  and  two  Tennessee  sites  5 
Dec-28  Feb.  Lapland  Longspurs  were  present 
in  typical  numbers  across  the  Region,  al- 
though the  Feb  cold  spell  brought  another 
wave  into  n.-cen.  Kentucky,  where  up  to  75 
were  seen  in  Gallatin  15  Feb  (BPa)  and  200+ 
were  seen  in  Jefferson  17  Feb  (BPa  et  al.).  The 
Feb  cold  snap  also  brought  Snow  Buntings  to 
n.-cen.  Kentucky,  with  one  to  19  reported 
from  Boone,  Bracken,  Gallatin,  and  Jefferson, 
with  a peak  count  of  ca.  60  in  w.  Boone  19  Feb 
(LM).  Single  wintering  Indigo  Buntings  were 
in  Williamson,  TN  22  Jan  QBu)  and  Tipton, 
TN  26  Feb  (DPr).  An  ad.  male  Painted 
Bunting  at  a feeder  in  Knox,  TN  13  Jan  (ph. 
CSk)  furnished  only  the  2nd  record  ever  for  e. 
Tennessee. 

The  only  report  of  Western  Meadowlark 
in  Kentucky  was  of  2 in  w.  Fulton  22  Feb  (vt. 
DR,  HC).  One  to  11  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were 
reported  in  Ballard,  KY  18  Dec  (BPa)  and 
Warren,  KY  23  Feb  (DR);  30  were  in  White, 
TN  5 Feb  (DD).  The  rarity  highlight  of  the 
winter  season  was  an  imm.  female  Scott’s 
Oriole  that  was  present  in  a yard  n.  of  Frank- 
fort, Franklin,  KY  early  Feb+  (F&DS,  m.ob.). 
Single  wintering  Baltimore  Orioles  were  in 
Williamson,  TN  5 Dec  Q^u),  in  Greene,  TN 


18  Dec  (DM),  on  President’s  I.,  Memphis,  TN 
27  Dec  (ER,  MW),  and  in  Monroe,  TN  (RHo 
et  al).  Purple  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  were 
present  in  extremely  low  numbers.  The  only 
Kentucky  report  of  Pine  Siskin  during  the 
entire  period  was  one  on  the  Richmond 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (SM).  Single  Common  Red- 
polls, which  are  now  casual  in  the  Region, 
were  in  Tipton,  TN  9 Jan-16  Feb  (DPr, 
J&SF)  and  at  Hohenwald,  Lewis,  TN  18  Feb+ 
(ph.  BPu).  Six  Red  Crossbills  made  a sur- 
prising discovery  in  Greeneville,  Greene,  TN 
23  Dec  (DM). 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 
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Global  climate  change  continues  to  af- 
fect weather  in  the  Region.  The  sea- 
son could  only  be  characterized  as 
warm  and  dry  continuing  the  trend  of  recent 
years.  Generally  mean  monthly  temperatures 
in  December  and  January  were  3“  F above  the 
100-year  mean,  while  February  was  near  3°  F 
below.  Precipitation  deficit  for  the  season  ap- 
proached 18  cm,  contributing  to  a 106-cm 
deficit  over  the  past  three  years. 

Abbreviations:  E.N.W.R.  (Eufaula  N.W.R., 
AL);  N.N.W.R.  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  MS); 
W.N.W.R.  (Wheeler  N.W.R.,  AL). 

WATERFOWL 

The  50-year  decline  of  Canada  Goose  popula- 
tions in  the  Region  has  been  well  document- 
ed. Without  the  many  thousands  of  Canada 
Geese  to  sort  through,  birders  are  now  finding 
that  other  species  of  goose  are  regular  winter 
inhabitants.  In  Alabama,  Greater  White-front- 
ed Geese  were  noticeable  throughout  the  sea- 
son at  W.N.WR.,  Limestone/Morgan,  where  a 
maximum  of  85  was  recorded  14  Feb  (CDC, 
DSM,  SGS).  Away  from  this  Regional  center  of 
distribution,  2 were  near  Gulf  Shores  22  Feb 
(RAD,  LRD)  and  one  was  near  Magnolia 
Springs  25  Feb  (MJJ),  both  in  Baldwin.  Ross’s 
Goose  continues  to  be  widely  reported,  with 
an  Alabama  state  maximum  of  18  at 
W.N.W.R.,  Limestone  16  Dec  (SWM)  and  27 
near  McLeod,  Noxubee,  MS  10  Feb  (TLS).  In 
Mississippi,  up  to  261  Cackling  Geese  were  in 
Sunflower  9-10  Feb,  while  one  was  in 
Humphreys  9 Feb  and  2 at  Yazoo  N.W.R.,  Ya- 
zoo 10  Feb  (SJD,  PB,  KB).  Trumpeter  Swans 
found  their  way  to  Mississippi,  where  3 ads. 
and  a juv.  were  near  Tunica,  Tunica  18  Dec 
(PDu,  GK,  SK,  DDW);  one  of  the  ads.  had 
been  collared  as  a juv.  near  Harpster,  OH  in 


Aug  2005.  An  imm.  Tundra  Swan  was  at 
W.N.W.R.,  AL  11  Dec+  (JMB,  FBI,  CDC, 

m. ob.). 

Determining  the  status  of  American  Black 
Duck  in  coastal  Alabama  is  challenging  due 
to  the  presence  of  resident  Mottled  Ducks; 
one  seen  near  Elberta,  Baldwin  30  Dec  (CDC, 
LBR,  HD,  AD,  PD)  during  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  was  of  interest.  Greater  Scaup,  once 
considered  rare  in  the  Region,  have  been 
recorded  with  increasing  regularity  over  the 
past  10  years.  Four  males  and  a female  were 
above  Walter  E George  Dam,  Henry,  AL  2 
Dec  OFfi  EH  et  al),  while  3 males  and  a fe- 
male were  near  Morgan  City,  Leflore,  MS  31 
Dec  (PB,  DDW,  NW,  KS)  on  the  Sidon  C.B.C. 
Scoter  reports  are  sporadic  in  some  years,  and 
this  year  was  no  exception.  Sixteen  Surf  Scot- 
ers were  recorded  on  Mobile  Bay,  Baldwin,  AL 
25  Jan  (BS  et  al.),  while  a female  was  on 
Brov/ning  Creek  L.,  Oktibbeha,  MS  17  Dec+ 
(TLS,  MS).  Two  White-winged  Scoters,  in- 
cluding an  ad.  female  and  a female-type  at 
Fayette,  Fayette,  AL  13  Feb+  (JJ  et  al.),  were 
the  only  ones  reported.  While  the  only  Black 
Scoter  reported  was  an  imm.  on  Dauphin  L, 
Mobile,  AL  1 Jan  (LBR,  JFP),  the  30+  uniden- 
tified scoters  near  Gulf  Shores,  Baldwin,  AL 
27  Jan  (ALM)  were  likely  this  species.  Single 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported  on  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  16  Dec  {fide  JFP)  and 
at  L.  Shelby,  Baldwin  28  Dec+  (SWM,  m.ob.), 
both  in  Alabama;  another  was  near  Eupora, 
Webster,  MS  22  Feb  (DDW).  Two  female 
Common  Mergansers  were  at  Bear  Cr.,  Col- 
bert, AL  19  Dec  (DJS),  and  one  was  on 
Browning  Creek  L.,  MS  9-23  Feb  (TLS,  MS), 
the  8th  area  record. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  were  at  Bear  Cr., 
AL  19  Dec  (DJS)  and  Waveland,  Hancock,  MS 
1 Dec  (NB).  Pacific  Loons  were  widely  re- 
ported. In  Alabama,  up  to  2 were  at  Gun- 
tersviile,  Marshall  2 Dec+  (SWM,  m.ob.);  one 
was  at  Spring  Cr.,  Lawrence  5 Jan  (DJS);  and 
one  was  at  Gulf  Shores  27  Jan  (ALM).  In  Mis- 
sissippi, one  was  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Hancock  17 
Jan  (NB).  Always  rare  in  the  Region,  single 

ad.  Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported  from 
Guntersville,  AL  2 Dec  (GDJ,  DGJ)  and  Enid 
L,  Yalobusha,  MS  11-16  Feb  (SJD,  GK,  SK). 
Alabama’s  5th  Western  Grebe  was  at  Walter  E 
George  Dam  6 Dec-19  Feb  (EB,  m.ob.);  in 
Mississippi,  one  was  on  Bay  Springs  L.,  Tishi- 
mongo  24  Dec-10  Jan  (¥/RP,  GK,  SK). 

Inland  wintering  American  White  Pelicans 
are  now  almost  commonplace  in  Alabama: 
the  flock  at  W.N.W.R.  peaked  at  281  on  19 
Dec  (CDC,  FB,  TA,  m.ob.);  43  were  at  Gees 
Bend,  Wilcox  3 Jan  (RER);  2 were  near  Gads- 


den, Etowah  10-15  Jan  (WJM  et  al.);  and  3 
were  at  E.  N.W.R.,  Barbour  16  Feb  (LW).  An- 
hingas,  rare  inland  during  vAnter,  were  found 
on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  Montgomery,  AL 
30  Dec  (fide  LFG)  and  on  Bluff  L.  at 
N.N.W.R.,  Noxubee  16  Dec-20  Feb  (LC,  EC, 
TLS),  where  up  to  2 were  seen.  An  imm.  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird  at  Perdido  Pass,  Baldwin, 
AL  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (SWM) 
was  an  unexpected  find. 

The  13  Reddish  Egrets  on  the  Dauphin  Is- 
land C.B.C.  16  Dec  (m.ob.)  made  an  excellent 
number  for  coastal  Alabama  in  winter,  and 
one  along  the  Mobile  Causeway,  Mobile,  AL 
17  Dec  (TS,  JS)  was  unusual  so  far  n.  in  win- 
ter. A Green  Heron  on  the  Birmingham 
C.B.C.,  Jefferson,  AL  23  Dec  was  unusual,  as 
was  an  ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
(SSH)  found  in  the  same  area  as  on  last  year’s 
count.  In  Alabama,  White  Ibis  wintered  far 
inland,  with  5 near  Camden,  Wilcox  3 Jan 
(RER);  the  80+  near  Hacoda,  Geneva  26  Feb 
(OJ)  may  have  been  early  migrants.  Six  dark 
ibis  were  near  Morgan  City,  MS  31  Dec  (PB, 
DDW,  NW)  on  the  Sidon  C.B.C.  The  appar- 
ently declining  vulture  populations  in  some 
areas  may  be  slowing;  the  Alabama  state  max- 
imum of  458  Black  Vultures  and  winter  max- 
imum of  318  Turkey  Vultures  on  the  Gun- 
tersville C.B.C.  26  Dec  were  heartening. 

The  32  Ospreys  recorded  on  the  Gulf 
Shores  C.B.C.,  AL  30  Dec  established  a new 
state  maximum.  The  largest  number  of 
Northern  Harriers  reported  was  31  in  Leflore, 
MS  10  Feb  (SJD,  PB,  KB)  at  a roost.  Ad.  Gold- 
en Eagles  were  reported  from  near  Camden, 
Wilcox/Dallas,  AL  3 Jan  (RER);  N.N.W.R., 
Winston,  MS  16  Dec  (TLS,  MA);  and  near 
Henleyfield,  Pearl  River,  MS  20  Jan  (NB).  Sin- 
gle Merlins  were  reported  near  Smith  L.,  Wi?i- 
ston,  AL  23  Dec  (LB);  near  Montgomery,  AL  1 
Jan  (CTS,  PS,  LFG  et  al);  from  Shannon,  Lee, 
MS  31  Dec  (WRP);  and  in  Tunica,  MS  20  Jan 
(GK,  SK).  Peregrine  Falcons  wintered  in  good 
numbers  inland.  In  Alabama,  an  ad.  thrilled 
visitors  with  its  aerial  maneuvers  at  Wheeler 
Dam,  Lauderdale/Colbert  6 Dec-20  Feb  (DJS, 
m.ob.),  5 were  recorded  on  the  Christmas 
count  at  W.N.W.R.  16  Dec  (m.ob.),  and  2 
were  in  Birmingham  21  Jan  (PER,  m.ob.).  In 
Mississippi,  an  ad.  female  was  in  Tunica  18 
Jan  (GK,  SK). 

Up  to  3 Virginia  Rails  and  2 Soras  were  at 
the  Starkville  Sewage  Pond  South,  Oktibbeha, 
MS  through  20  Dec  (TLS).  Two  Purple 
Gallinules  near  Florala,  Covington  23  Feb  (OJ) 
provided  Alabama’s  3rd  winter  and  first  inland 
winter  record.  The  number  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
wintering  in  the  Region  continues  to  increase. 
In  Alabama,  2130  were  at  W.N.W.R.  10  Jan 
(CDC),  a new  state  maximum;  2000+  were 
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near  Weiss  L.,  Cherokee  22  Dec  (LB,  WB);  63 
(57  in  Alabama  and  6 in  Georgia)  were  at  Eu- 
faula  N.W.R.  15  Dec  (BKF  et  al.);  and  5 were 
at  Key  Cave  N.W.R. , Lauderdale  6-23  Feb 
(SGS,  GDC,  RJM),  a first  refuge  record.  In 
Mississippi,  80+  were  in  Tunica  20  Jan  (GK, 
SK,  JRW);  and  74  near  McLeod  10-12  Feb 
(TLS,  MS,  DP,  JP)  was  an  area  maximum. 
Whooping  Cranes  from  the  Operation  Migra- 
tion Project  wintered  at  two  locations  in  Ala- 
bama. A female,  #508,  was  in  Baldwin  9 Dec-2 
Jan  (BS),  after  which  it  moved  to  Tangipahoa, 
LA,  A mated  pair  (#213  and  #218)  was  at 
W.N.W.R.  9 Jan+  (TB,  CDC,  m.ob.). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Winter  shorebird  diversity  continues  to  be 
high  in  the  Region.  Fifty-eight  American  Oys- 
tercatchers  on  the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  16 
Dec  (m.ob.)  was  encouraging.  American  Avo- 
cets  wintered  in  Leflore,  MS,  where  24  were 
on  the  Sidon  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (SJD,  BVM,  PB, 
KB)  and  37  were  seen  10  Feb  (SJD,  PB,  KB). 
Six  Long-billed  Curlews,  rare  in  Mississippi, 
were  at  Moses  Pier,  Harrison  11  Feb  (BB,  AHe, 
m.ob,).  The  only  report  of  Red  Knot,  a decid- 
edly declining  species  in  the  Region,  was  of  8 
on  the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  16  Dec.  A Pec- 
toral Sandpiper  was  found  on  the  Christmas 
count  at  W.N.W.R.  16  Dec  (SWM,  SRM), 
where  the  species  is  only  occasional  in  winter. 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  reported  in 
good  numbers  in  Mississippi,  where  196  were 
in  Sunflower  and  395  were  in  Leflore,  both  10 
Feb  (SJD,  PB,  KB). 

Winter  Laughing  Gulls  inland  are  always 
unusual  in  the  Region.  An  ad.  was  at  Grenada 
L.,  Grenada,  MS  17  Feb  (DDW).  Franklin’s 
Gulls  have  usually  moved  through  the  Region 
by  early  Nov,  so  an  imm.  at  Perdido  Pass,  AL 
2 Dec  (HEH,  TS,  JS)  was  noteworthy.  Peak 
numbers  of  Bonaparte’s  and  Ring-billed  Gulls 
were  2900  on  11  Feb  and  6500  on  12  Feb,  re- 
spectively, at  Sardis  L.,  Panola,  MS  (SJD,  GK). 
Alabama’s  6th  and  7th  Iceland  Gulls  were 
imms.  at  Magnolia  Springs  12  Jan  (ALM, 
RAD,  LRD,  BS)  and  Mallard-Fox  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Morgan  18  Feb  (SER  et  al).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to  be  widely  re- 
ported. In  Alabama,  up  to  4 were  near  Mag- 
nolia Springs  through  the  period  (BS,  SWM, 
RAD,  LRD);  a second-year  was  at  Wilson 
Dam  1 Jan-19  Feb  (SWM,  m.ob.);  and  an  ad. 
was  at  Mallard-Fox  Creek  W.M.A.  20  Feb 
(SWM).  In  Mississippi,  an  imm.  was  at  Bay  St. 
Louis  15-17  Feb  (NB),  An  imm.  Glaucous 
Gull  was  at  Guntersville,  AL  2 Dec  (DC, 
m.ob.). 

The  movement  of  White-winged  Doves 
into  the  Region,  chronicled  previously  in 


these  pages,  has  continued  unabated.  In 
coastal  Alabama,  where  they  occur  year- 
round,  a state  maximum  of  400+  was  record- 
ed near  Silverhill,  Baldwin  4 Dec  (BS);  4 were 
on  the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  16  Dec;  one 
was  near  Ft.  Morgan,  Baldwin  29  Dec  (SWM); 
and  174  were  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  30 
Dec  (m.ob.).  An  amazing  14  Inca  Doves  were 
in  Areola,  Washington,  MS  10  Feb  (SJD,  PB, 
AB,  AH).  Increasingly  rare  away  from  the 
coast,  the  only  Common  Ground-Doves  re- 
ported were  singles  in  Autauga,  AL  29  Dec 
(TRP)  and  near  Marble  Valley,  Coosa,  AL  23 
Jan  (DJS).  Short-eared  Owl  reports,  all  from 
Mississippi,  were  of  27  in  Tunica  20  Jan  (GK, 
SK,  JRW),  one  in  Leflore  9 Feb  (SJD),  and  2 
near  Hillsdale,  Pearl  River  12  Feb  (NB,  LBo). 
A Chuck-will’s-widow,  rare  in  winter,  was  on 
Dauphin  L,  AL  26  Jan  (DM). 

Five  hummingbird  species  were  reported  in 
the  Region.  The  only  Ruby-throated  reported 
was  a second-year  male  banded  near 
Huntsville,  Madison,  AL  6 Jan  (RRS,  MBS).  An 
ad.  female  Anna’s  was  near  Henleyfield,  MS  8 
Dec-early  Jan  (NB).  In  Alabama,  single  ad. 
male  and  female  Calliopes  were  captured  in 
Lillian,  Baldwin,  AL  28  Dec  (FB,  JD,  b.).  The 
male  had  been  banded  the  previous  year  at  the 
site.  A female  was  banded  in  Fairhope,  Baldwin 
7 Jan  (FB,  DD,  CD).  Alabama’s  12th  Broad- 
tailed was  banded  in  Mobile  27  Dec  (FB,  SNi). 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  widely  reported. 
An  amazing  8,  a state  maximum,  were  on  the 
Birmingham  C.B.C.,  Jefferson/Shelby,  AL.  In 
Mississippi,  an  imm.  male  was  in  College  Hill, 
Lafayette  21  Oct+  (TH,  DHo,  GK,  SK);  an  ad. 
female  probably  spent  the  5th  consecutive 
winter  in  Starkville  25  Nov+  (RK,  TK,  TLS);  2 
were  at  Henleyheld  1 Dec-mid-Jan  (NB, 
m.ob.);  and  an  ad.  female  was  in  Columbus, 
Lowndes  24  Dec+  (MH  et  al). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Alabama’s  first  winter  record  of  Least  Fly- 
catcher was  of  one  near  Foley,  Baldwin  17  Feb 
(FS).  An  ad.  male  Vermilion  Flycatcher  was 
near  Kiln,  Hancock,  MS  19  Dec-2  Feb  (]B, 
NB).  Western  Kingbirds,  as  has  been  the  case 
for  the  past  few  years,  were  widely  reported  in 
coastal  areas  of  the  Region.  Fish  Crows  ap- 
pear to  be  expanding  their  range  northward 
in  Alabama.  One  was  at  Mallard-Fox  Creek 
W.M.A.  20  Feb  (S'WM),  and  up  to  4 were  at 
W.N.W.R.  27  Feb+  (CDC),  the  first  refuge 
record.  Purple  Martins  arrived  a bit  early  in 
the  Region.  In  Alabama,  2 were  near  Fairhope 
13  Jan  (DD,  CD);  one  near  Atmore,  Escambia 
23  Jan  QY,  DY)  provided  an  early  inland 
coastal  plain  record;  and  a male  at  W.N.W.R. 
12  Feb  (CDC)  was  the  earliest  for  the  refuge. 
In  Mississippi,  the  earliest  reported  arrival 


was  one  at  Waveland  29  Jan  (NB).  Two  Tree 
Swallows  at  Livingston,  Sumter,  AL  16  Feb 
OE)  were  early  for  the  inland  coastal  plain.  A 
lingering  Barn  Swallow  was  at  Guntersville, 
AL  2 Dec  (GDJ). 

Always  exciting  in  the  Region,  a Rock 
Wren,  first  seen  in  Oct,  continued  near  Enid 
L.,  MS  through  16  Feb  (GK,  SK).  Given  the 
decline  of  Bewick’s  Wren  in  e.  North  America, 
one  near  Shannon,  Lee,  MS  19  Jan  (WRP) 
provided  a bright  spot.  Two  Sedge  Wrens  at 
Sardis  Wildlife  Refuge,  Lafayette,  MS  16  Dec 
(GK,  VT)  were  late.  A few  Marsh  Wrens  win- 
ter in  the  Region  every  year.  Four  were  on  the 
C.B.C.  at  W.N.W.R.  16  Dec  (RRS,  MBS),  and 
one  was  near  Grenada  L.,  MS  20  Dec  (GK, 
SK).  Without  a doubt,  the  bird  of  the  season 
was  Alabama’s  4th  Northern  Wheatear  near 
Foley  3 Feb+  QDi,  KD,  BS,  m.ob.,  ph.).  It  re- 
mained in  the  area  for  an  amazing  44  days 
and  was  seen  by  hundreds  of  birders. 

Yellow-throated  Warblers,  all  in  Alabama, 
were  one  near  Auburn,  Lee  20  Dec  (BKF)  and 
up  to  3 along  the  Ft.  Morgan  Pen.,  Baldwin 
16-19  Feb  (SN).  Occasional  along  the  coast  in 
winter,  a Prairie  Warbler  was  found  on  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  16  Dec  QTW).  Palm 
Warblers  were  reported  from  several  areas.  An 
Alabama  maximum  was  established  on  the 
Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  30  Dec  when  378  were 
recorded.  Inland,  one  was  on  the  count  at 
W.N.W.R.  16  Dec  (SWM),  and,  in  Mississippi, 
one  was  near  Grenada  L.  20  Dec  (GK,  SK).  Up 
to  4 were  near  Macon,  Noxubee,  MS  6 Jan-10 
Feb  (TLS,  MS).  Wilson’s  Warbler,  occasional 
inland  during  winter,  was  near  Opelika,  Lee, 
AL  9 Dec,  where  a male  was  seen  (QL).  Re- 
ports of  Yellow-breasted  Chats  came  from  the 
Ft.  Morgan  Pen.,  AL  1 Jan  (MJJ)  and  Old  Riv- 
er W.M.A.,  Pearl  River,  MS  10  Feb  (NB).  Sum- 
mer Tanagers,  rare  in  winter  in  Alabama,  were 
recorded  on  several  occasions:  an  imm.  and  a 
female  were  near  Bon  Secour,  Baldwin  1 Dec 
(JDi,  KD),  and  singles  were  in  Mobile  7 
Dec-16  Feb  (DB)  and  Gulf  S.P.,  Baldwin  20 
Jan  (MJJ). 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow,  rare  in  the  Region 
in  winter,  was  at  Silverhill,  AL  24  Jan+  (BS, 
m.ob.).  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  reported 
throughout  the  Region.  Two  were  on  the 
count  at  W.N.W.R.  16  Dec  (RRS,  MBS);  one 
was  in  Montgomery,  AL  29  Dec  (CTS,  PS);  4 
were  on  the  Ft.  Morgan  C.B.C.  30  Dec;  and  2 
were  in  Washington,  MS  10  Feb  (SJD,  PB,  KB). 
The  highest  count  of  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  was 
of  up  to  10  near  Starkville,  MS  23-26  Feb 
(TLS,  MS).  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  is  rarely  report- 
ed during  winter  in  the  Region.  In  Alabama,  2 
were  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.  30  Dec 
(LFG,  RB)  and  one  near  Opelika  16  Feb  (RJ  et 
al.).  It  was  a good  winter  for  Lapland 
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Longspur  in  the  Region;  685  in  Leflore,  MS  9 
Feb  (SJD)  and  90  in  Lawrence,  AL  29  Jan 
(GDJ,  DGJ)  were  the  top  counts.  Again  this 
winter,  a male  Indigo  Bunting  frequented  a 
feeder  in  Anniston,  Calhoun,  AL  early-14  Dec 
(DMc).  Rare  in  winter,  a Dickcissel  was  in  Fo- 
ley, AL  23  Dec  (MJj  et  al.). 

Encouraging  reports  of  Rusty  Blackbird 
were  of  40  at  Blakeley  S.E,  Baldwin,  AL  17  Dec 
(MjJ)  and  600+  at  Sardis  Dam,  MS  1 Jan  (GK, 
SK).  Good  numbers  of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
were  reported  near  Leighton,  Colbert,  AL  17 
Jan,  where  100  were  seen  (DJS),  and  in  Leflo- 
re, MS  9 Feb,  where  143  were  recorded  (SJD). 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  widely  reported  in  Al- 
abama. Ad.  males  were  in  Greenville,  Butler  5 
Dec  (AM),  Montgomery  31  Dec  (CHA),  and  at 
E.N.W.R.  26-31  Jan  (LW).  Two  males  were  at 
a feeder  in  Montgomery  16  Feb  (GM  et  al.). 
An  imm.  male  was  near  Shorter,  Macon  23  Jan 
(ECS),  another  was  on  the  Ft.  Morgan  Pen.  17 
Feb  (SN),  and  2 were  near  Peterman,  Monroe 
18  Feb  (CHe). 
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Dominating  the  winter  scene  in 
Arkansas  was  the  continued  diligent 
coverage  of  various  reservoirs,  which 
produced  a nice  variety  of  unusual  waterfowl, 
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loons,  gulls,  and  other  rarities.  In  Louisiana, 
records  submissions  more  than  rebounded 
from  last  winter’s  post-hurricane  slump, 
thanks  to  restored  coastal  access  and  the  re- 
turn of  hurricane-displaced  birders,  combined 
with  increased  statewide  coverage  associated 
with  the  inaugural  season  of  the  Louisiana 
Winter  Bird  Atlas  (10  January-20  February). 

Abbreviations:  * = specimen  deposited  at 
Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of  Natural 
Science.  County/parish  names  are  italicized 
and  indicated  only  for  the  initial  mention  of  a 
specific  locality;  state  is  indicated  only  for  the 
initial  mention  of  counties/parishes,  except  to 
avoid  confusion.  For  records  of  “review  list” 
species,  documentation  has  been  received  and 
records  have  either  been  accepted  by,  or  ac- 
ceptance is  pending  by,  the  respective  state 
bird  records  committee. 

WATERFOWL 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Jefferson,  AR  27  Dec  (ph.  RD,  WS,  DS)  was  an 
unexpected  far  inland  winter  visitor.  Twenty- 
five  Ross’s  Geese  among  200  Snow  Geese  s.  of 
Jonesboro,  Poinsett  26  Feb  (NA)  made  a good 
Arkansas  total.  Reports  of  Cackling  Geese, 
also  noteworthy  in  Arkansas,  included  23  at 
L.  Fayetteville,  Washington  18  Jan,  5 at  Ben- 
tonville,  Benton  26  Jan  (both  MAM),  and  3 


near  Brinkley,  Monroe  27  Jan  and  18-19  Feb 
(LA).  Arkansas  hosted  Trumpeter  Swans  for 
the  3rd  consecutive  winter,  with  2 ads.  at  Car- 
den Bottoms,  Yell  20  Dec  (ph.  DS,  WS),  3 (ad., 
2 juvs.)  at  Boxley  Mill  Pond,  Newton  24  Dec 
(Joyce  & Harlan  Shedell),  and  a possible 
record  high  of  126  at  Magness  L.,  Cleburne  9 
Feb  (DB).  Tundra  Swan  reports  included  an 
imm.  at  Magness  L.  5 Dec  (ph.  Robert  Her- 
ron) and  an  ad.  at  Carden  Bottoms  20  Dec 
(ph.  DS,  WS;  red  neck  collar  with  white  code 
“5H7”)  later  relocated  with  4 others  at  nearby 
Petit  Jean  W.M.A.,  Yell  6 Feb  (Terry  Gentry). 

Eighteen  Mottled  Ducks  nw.  of  Arkansas 
City,  Desha  25  Dec  (D&SB)  indicates  a growing 
resident  population.  A flyby  male  Cinnamon 
Tea!  was  spared  but  still  nicely  documented  by 
hunters  s.  of  White  L.,  near  Pecan  I.,  Vermilion 
13  Jan  (ph.  Jeff  Hepperman,  Craig  Landry,  Jide 
Toddy  Guidry).  A male  Tufted  Duck  remained 
through  the  period  for  its  2nd  consecutive  win- 
ter on  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell/Pope  (K&LN,  m.ob.). 
Lake  Dardanelle  also  hosted  a Surf  Scoter  in 
Yell/Pope  15  Dec,  2 White-winged  Scoters  in 
Yell  16-17  Feb  (both  K&LN),  and  a Long-tailed 
Duck  in  Yell/Pope  16  Dec  (KN),  with  another 
Surf  Scoter  on  L.  Maumelle,  Pulaski  8 Jan  (DB). 
In  Louisiana,  the  sea  duck  hotbed  was  L. 
Pontchartrain,  where  various  Surf  Scoters  were 
seen  off  the  New  Orleans  lakefront,  Orleans  9 
Jan-23  Feb  (DPM,  PAW,  EW  et  al),  including 
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Its  presence  kept  confidential  by  wildlife  agencies,  this  Whooping  Crane  was  tracked  by  satellite  from  an  introduced  breeding 
population  at  Necedah,  Wisconsin  to  Louisiana,  where  it  wintered  with  a small  flock  of  Sandhills  near  Loranger,  Tangipahoa 
Parish  3 January-4  March  2007.  The  bird  strayed  off  course  while  being  led  by  ultralight  aircraft  to  a new  wintering  site  in 
Florida  where,  in  a strange  twist  of  fate,  the  rest  of  its  flock  mates  were  later  killed  by  tornados  on  2 February,  the  same  date 
of  this  photograph.  Photograph  by  Randy  Myers. 


an  impressive  count  of  21  on  7 Feb  (DBo,  ph. 
JB).  Also  from  the  New  Orleans  lakefront  were 
a male  White-winged  Scoter  7-14  Feb  (DBo, 
ph.  JB,  DPM),  3 Black  Scoters  3 Feb  (PAW), 
and  a Long-tailed  Duck  23  Feb  (PAW).  A more 
dependable  imm.  male  Long-tailed  Duck  was  at 
the  Tchcfuncte  R.  mouth,  St.  Tammany  28 
Dec-20  Feb  (CGB,  DBo,  ph.  JB  et  ah).  At 
Cameron,  Cameron,  a Surf  Scoter  was  present  6 
Dec  (JWB,  MJM,  JR),  a female  White-winged 
Scoter  18  Feb  (pb.  DLD,  SWC),  and  a female 
Black  Scoter  28  Jan  (DBo,  JB).  There  were  three 
Arkansas  reports  of  the  rare  Common  Mer- 
ganser: 7 at  L.  Pine  Bluff, Jcjfjfcrsun  26  Dec  (RD), 
10  at  Big  Lake  N.W.R.,  Mississippi  29  Dec  (DB), 
and  3 at  L.  Dardanelle,  Pope  1 Feb  (K&rLN).  An 
ad.  male  Red-breasted  Merganser  on  Kincaid 
L.,  Rapides  25  Jan  (Steve  Shively,  Daniel  Jor- 
dan) and  a pair  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  3 Feb  (DS) 
were  unusual  inland. 

LOONS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

An  amazing  5 Red-throated  Loons  at  L. 
Maumelle  21  Jan+  (DBr,  WS,  DS,  Delos  Mc- 
Cauley, Patricia  Braddy.  ph.)  appears  to  be  a 
record  number  for  Arkansas.  Fifty-three  Pied- 
billed Crebes  at  L.  Elmdale,  Washington  27  Jan 
(MAM)  and  500  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  16  Feb 
(KN)  were  impressive  inland  winter  concen- 
trations. American  Bitterns  nw.  of  Arkansas 
City  25  Dec  (D&SB)  and  near  Waldron,  Scott  9 
Jan  (Ron  Coddard  et  ah),  and  an  imm.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  at  L.  Ashbaugh,  Greene 
18  Jan  (Ceorge  Hoover),  added  to  the  relative- 
ly few  Arkansas  winter  records  for  those 
species.  Out  of  place  was  an  ad.  Brown  Pelican 
at  Baton  Rouge  1 1 Feb  (BJO).  A Least  Bittern 
flushed  by  a rice  harvester  near  Thornwell,  Jc/- 
ferson  Davis  5 Dec  (SWC,  DLD)  was  late  or 
possibly  wintering.  A very  early  Swallow-tailed 
Kite  was  at  River  Ridge,  Jefferson  28  Feb  (Craig 
Mineo).  Up  to  18  White-tailed  Kites  at  the  La- 


cassine  N.W.R.  Pool  Unit,  Cameron  12  Dec-23 
Jan  (Becky  Hariu,  SWC,  DLD,  BMM,  ph,  DP  et 
al.)  were  associating  with  a spectacular  com- 
munal roost  of  Northern  Harriers  estimated  at 
200  on  14  Dec  (SWC,  DLD).  Another  harrier 
roost  involving  28  individuals  was  found  in 
Poinsett,  AR  22  Jan  (DB). 

Although  a few  typically  winter  in  lower 
Plaquemines,  LA,  a minimum  of  12  Broad- 
winged Hawks  there  28  Jan-19  Feb  (vt.  PAW, 
ph.  DPM,  ph.  RDP,  vt.  DBo,  JB)  was  above  av- 
erage. An  imm.  Swainsons  Hawk  at  Cameron 

3 Dec  (JB,  DBo)  was  likely  a late  migrant,  but 

4 in  Plaqucmmes  30  Dec-19  Feb  (vt.  PAW,  CR, 
ph.  DPM,  ph.  RDP,  JB.  vt.  DBo  et  al.)  were 
clearly  wintering.  A second-year  White-tailed 
Hawk  e.  of  Holmwood,  Calcasieu  10  Dec  (ph. 
BMM,  ph.  DP,  vt.  PEC)  and  an  ad.  the  same  day 
just  s.  in  Cameron  (PEC)  were  only  the  4th  and 
5th  well-documented  individuals  for 
Louisiana.  Despite  the  species'  popularity  with 
falconers,  an  ad.  Harris’s  Hawk  near  Holm- 
wood  3-18  Dec  (Cay  Comez,  ph.  DLD,  SWC, 
ph.  JWB,  JR  et  al.)  was  thought  to  be  a legiti- 
mate vagrant  and  would  represent  only  the  3rd 
accepted  Louisiana  record;  another  in  Orleans 
1 Jan  (vt.  PAW)  is  more  likely  to  be  labeled  by 
some  as  a possible  escapee.  Somewhat  regular 
in  Arkansas  but  always  of  interest,  Colden  Ea- 
gles (all  imms.)  were  found  at  Erbie,  Newton  3 
Dec  Qack  & Pam  Stewart),  on  tbe  Bayou  De- 
View  C.B.C.,  Monroe  22  Dec  (WS,  Jason 
Pbillips,  Katie  Jacques),  and  at  Wattensaw  Bay- 
ou, Prairie  5 Jan  (Brad  Alexander). 

Crested  Caracaras  continue  to  be  reported 
with  increasing  frequency  in  sw.  Louisiana, 
with  at  least  15  individuals  reported  5 Dec-3 
Eeb  from  at  least  seven  locations  in  Calcasieu, 
Cameron,  Jefferson  Davis  (ph.  DLD,  SWC,  ph. 
MJM,  ph.  JWB.  ph.  JR,  BMM,  DBo.JB,  vt.  PAW, 
DPM,  Jeff  Pittman,  John  Whittle),  and,  farther 
e.  than  normal,  a pair  in  Vermilion  at  White 


Lake  W.M.A.  (RPR  et  al.).  Merlins  at  Chesney 
Prairie  Natural  Area,  Benton  24  Dec  QN,  MAM, 
JW,  Scott  Woolbright)  and  Holla  Bend  N.W.R. , 
Pope  27  Jan  (K&LN)  were  good  winter  birds 
for  nw.  Arkansas.  Two  Prairie  Ealcons  seen  to- 
gether in  the  Maysville  area,  Benton  25  Dec  QN, 
MAM)  apparently  represented  the  first 
Arkansas  occurrence  involving  multiple  indi- 
viduals; 2 were  also  suspected  there  6 Jan  (]N, 
MAM,  JW),  and  another  was  at  Holla  Bend 
N.W.R.  27  Dec  (LA,  ph.  Ben  Meadors).  Pere- 
grine Ealcons  found  unusually  far  inland  in 
Louisiana  included  singles  at  Cotile  L.,  Rapides 
18  Dec  and  at  Kateland  Cin,  Grant  23  Dec 
(both  JVH),  and  another  intermittently 
through  the  period  in  Bossier/Caddo  (TD  et  al.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Late  rice  harvesting  near  Thornwell  5 & 7 
Dec  produced  lO-i-  Yellow  Rails  each  day  and 
a nice  count  of  81  Soras  on  5 Dec  (SWC, 
DLD,  BMM).  Both  irregular  in  Arkansas  in 
winter,  a Virginia  Rail  was  near  Sanders  lock 
and  dam,  Jefferson  27  Dec  (RD,  DS,  WS),  and 
a Sora  was  nw.  of  Arkansas  City  25  Dec 
(D&SB).  Arkansas  reports  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
included  19  in  Mississippi  24  Jan  (DB),  2 in 
Faulkner  20  Feb  (Sharen  Carter),  and  2 in 
Lawrence/Greene  27  Feb  (Corinne  Fletcher). 
In  Louisiana,  the  Holmwood  area  Sandhill 
Crane  flock  continues  to  increase,  with  a 
record  450  counted  10  Dec  (BMM,  ph.  DP, 
PEC);  elsewhere,  8 were  in  Lafayette  28  Dec 
(ph.  DP,  SS),  12  were  near  Maurice,  Vennilion 
3 Feb  (ph.  EIJ),  and  9 were  near  Loranger, 
Tangipahoa  3 Jan+  (ph.  RM).  Shockingly,  the 
latter  flock  was  accompanied  by  a wayward 
Whooping  Crane  sporting  a satellite  trans- 
mitter; the  bird  had  originated  from  an  intro- 
duced flock  at  Necedah  N.W.R.,  Wisconsin 
and  remained  at  the  Louisiana  site  through  4 
Mar  (fide  RPR,  Richard  Urbanek,  pb.  RM). 

An  American  Colden-Plover  near  L. 
Arthur,  Jefferson  Davis  13  Dec  (SWC,  ph. 
DLD)  was  exceptionally  late  and,  suspicious- 
ly, at  a location  where  one  was  found  mid- 
Oct.  Seldom  reported  in  winter,  American 
Oystercatchers  were  detected  at  five  barrier  is- 
land locations  from  Belle  Pass,  Lafourche  e.  to 
Crand  Terre  East,  Plaquemines  20  Dec  (CCB, 
RS)  and  5-11  Feb  (DPM,  BMM,  SWC,  ph. 
DLD,  RDe),  with  2-5  per  site  except  for  an  ex- 
ceptionally large  flock  of  25  at  Crand  Isle,  Jef- 
ferson 11  Feb  (DPM).  Unusual  in  winter  away 
from  the  immediate  coast,  Semipalmated 
Plovers  were  noted  near  Thornwell  7 Dec 
(SWC,  ph.  DLD,  BMM)  and  near  Crowley, 
Acadia  25  Feb  (ph.  PEC,  DP).  During  inten- 
sive plover  surveys  on  Louisiana’s  barrier  is- 
lands, 37  Wilson’s  Plovers  were  found  from 
Timbalier  L,  Terrebonne  e.  to  Crand  Terre  East 
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5-7  Feb  (SWC,  ph.  DLD,  DPM  et  al),  a much 
larger-than-expected  winter  presence;  in 
Cameron,  one  was  present  at  Rutherford 
Beach  7 Dec  (vt.  JWB,  CJ),  and  one  and  3 
were  at  East  Jetty  on  28  Jan  (DBo,  JB)  and  19 
Feb  (SWC,  ph.  DLD),  respectively. 

Scarce-in-winter  Arkansas  shorebirds  in- 
cluded 20  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Poinsett  2 Dec 
(NA,  DB),  3 Spotted  Sandpipers  at  Pine  Bluff 
27  Dec  (DS,  RD,  WS),  250  Least  Sandpipers 
nw.  of  Arkansas  City  25  Dec  (D&SB),  and  ap- 
proximately 75  Dunlins  near  Cash,  Craighead 
2 Dec  (NA,  DB).  Sixteen  American  Wood- 
cocks (flushed  using  dogs  in  1.5  hours)  in  Yell 
17  Feb  Qack  Davis)  was  a relatively  high 
count  for  Arkansas  and  thought  to  involve  a 
buildup  of  northbound  migrants. 

GULLS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

A wintering  Laughing  Gull  at  L.  Dardanelle  re- 
mained through  25  Feb  (K&LN).  An  imm. 
Franklin’s  Gull  near  Cameron  1 Feb  (SWC,  ph. 
DLD)  was  the  only  report.  A second-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gull  at  L.  Dardanelle  dam,  Yell/Pope 
28Jan-h  (ph.  K&LN,  Cameron  Cox  et  al.)  was 
about  the  3rd  for  Arkansas,  and  a first-cycle 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  there  10  Dec  (ph. 
KN,  David  Arbour,  Berlin  Heck)  furnished 
about  the  6th  state  record.  Although  gradually 
becoming  more  regular  in  winter  on  the  coast, 
more  noteworthy  slightly  inland  Louisiana 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  included  sightings 
of  single  ads.  (some  possibly  involving  the 
same  bird)  at  flooded  fields  in  Lafayette  28  Dec 
(MJM),  Vermilion  20  Jan  QB,  DBo),  and  Acadia 
31  Jan  (DLD,  SWC),  3 different  individuals  at 
a landfill  near  Abbeville,  Vermilion  17  Jan-25 
Feb  (ph.  PEC),  and  one  near  Morgan  City,  St. 
Mary  8 Feb  (ph.  MJM).  Southeast  Louisiana 
produces  the  vast  majority  of  the  state’s  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  records,  and  possibly  up  to 
7 were  encountered  this  winter  in  the  Grand 
Isle  region,  including  a near-ad.  at  Port  Four- 
chon  20  Dec  (MW),  2 ads.  or  near-ads.  and  a 
first-cycle  imm.  on  the  Timbalier  Is.  6 Feb  (ph. 
BMM,  RDe,  SWC,  DLD),  2 first-cycle  imms.  on 
Grand  Terre  7 Feb  (SWC,  vt.  DLD),  and  a first- 
cycle  imm.  on  Grand  Isle  24  Feb  (ph.  JB,  vt. 
DBo).  Rare  anywhere  in  the  Region,  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  (all  imms.)  were  noted  in 
Arkansas  at  Murray  lock  and  dam,  Pulaski  29 
Dec  (ph.  RD)  and  at  L.  Chicot,  Chicot  6-7  Jan 
(ph.  DB,  DS);  one  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at 
Green  Canyon  block  610  on  24  Dec  (ph.  Brad 
Martin)  provided  one  of  relatively  few  offshore 
records. 

Although  continuing  to  expand  northward 
in  the  Region,  2 White-winged  Doves  w.  of 
Fayetteville,  Washington  17  Feb  (Kelly  Chit- 
wood) and  one  in  Bossier  27  Feb  (TD)  provid- 
ed the  only  reports  outside  s.  Louisiana.  One 


or  2 Inca  Doves  at  several  locations  in  Pointe 
Coupee,  e.  Iberville,  and  St.  Tammany  21 
Dec-27  Feb  (HLP,  SWC,  DLD,  JB,  DBo,  RPR) 
were  indicative  that  the  species  continues  to 
spread  eastward  beyond  sw.  Louisiana.  In- 
creasingly erratic  and  possibly  declining,  3 
Common  Ground-Doves  in  Orleans  23  Dec 
(PAW),  2 more  on  2 Jan,  and  2 in  Plaquemines 
15  Jan  (both  PAW,  DPM)  were  the  only  re- 
ports. The  bird  of  the  season  was  Louisiana’s 
first  Mangrove  Cuckoo  along  the  Mississippi 
R.  at  Meraux,  near  Chalmette,  St.  Bernard  23- 
24  Dec  (ph.  GO,  vt.  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  ph.  JPS, 
ph.  DP  et  al.).  Declining  and  now  a review  list 
bird  in  Louisiana,  2-3  Burrowing  Owls  were 
seen  intermittently  at  Grand  Isle  19  Dec-24 
Feb  (CGB,  EIJ,  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  vt.  DBo,  ph.  JB 
et  al.).  It  was  a relatively  good  winter  for 


Representing  one  of  few  well-documented  North  American 
winter  records,  and  only  the  second  for  Louisiana,  was  this 
Bobolink  in  St.  Martin  Parish  20  January  2007.  Photograph 
by  Danny  Dobbs. 

Short-eared  Owls  in  Arkansas,  with  at  least 
five  reports  from  across  the  state,  including 
counts  of  8 individuals  each  in  Poinsett  22  Jan 
(DB)  and  Arkansas  10  Feb  (DS);  in  Louisiana, 
in  addition  to  several  expected  sw.  reports, 
one  at  Grand  Terre  East  7 Feb  (DPM,  BMM, 
RDe)  was  a good  find  on  the  se.  coast.  The 
only  nightjar  reports  were  of  a Whip-poor-will 
at  Grand  Isle  20  Dec  (EIJ,  CGB),  a Chuck- 
will’s-widow  there  20  Dec  and  3 Jan  (RS,  Vic- 
ki LeFevers,  DPM,  CR),  and  another  “Chuck” 
at  Oak  Grove,  Cameron  16  Dec  (MW). 

SWIFTS  THROUGH  VIREOS 

The  report  of  2 Vaux’s  Swifts  at  University  L.,  Ba- 
ton Rouge  19  Jan  (DBo,  JB,  ph.  EIJ  et  al.)  was 
consistent  with  the  mid/late-winter  appearances 
of  a few  there  for  the  past  several  years.  It  was 
another  exciting  season  for  fall/winter  hum- 
mingbirds in  Louisiana,  with  approximately  750 
individuals  reported  from  late  summer  through 
winter,  not  including  Ruby-throateds  (primarily 
fide  Tom  Sylvest’s  Western  Winter  Hummer 
Summaries),  and  included  at  least  45  Buff-bel- 
lieds,  an  unprecedented  53  Calliopes,  9 Broad- 
taileds,  and  7 confirmed  Allen’s.  Highlights  in- 


cluded an  ad.  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
at  Hammond,  Tangipahoa  5 Jan-25  Feb  (ph. 
Rusty  & DeeDee  Mahoney,  ph.  Walter  Clifton,  b. 
LB  et  al.)  and  a banded  ad.  male  Anna’s  at  River 
Ridge  through  20  Jan  (Mike  & Sue  Roberts, 
Nancy  L.  Newfield),  the  first  Louisiana  “re- 
turnee” of  that  species.  An  ad.  female  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  in  Little  Rock,  Pulaski  through 
the  period  (ph.  Debby  Haines,  b.  MP  on  19  Feb, 
HP,  Perk  Floyd  et  al.)  and  an  imm.  male  Rufous 
Hummingbird  at  Stuttgart,  AR  7 Dec  (b.  H&MP) 
were  the  only  non-Louisiana  hummers  reported. 

Completely  unexpected  were  up  to  3 Least 
Flycatchers  at  Cane’s  Landing,  Red  R.,  Bossier 
lingering  from  late  fall  through  10  Jan  (TD  et 
al);  somewhat  more  typical  were  a few  winter- 
ing in  s.  Louisiana,  including  near  Ft.  Jackson, 
Plaquemines  30  Dec  (vt.  PAW,  CR),  near  Ka- 
plan, Vemiilion  2 Jan  (vt.  Jane  Patterson  et  al), 
and  near  Thornwell  20-21  Feb  (ph.  DLD, 
SWC).  A Say’s  Phoebe  in  Greene,  AR  18  Jan 
(ph.  DB,  NA)  provided  one  of  very  few 
Arkansas  winter  records.  Four  Ash-throated 
Flycatchers  in  coastal  Louisiana  was  about 
normal  and  included  birds  at  Bayou  Sauvage 
N.W.R.,  Orleans  23  Dec  (RS),  New  Orleans  13- 
14  Jan  (vt.  PAW,  DPM  et  al.),  s.  of  Gueydan, 
Vermilion  28  Jan  (PEC,  ph.  DP,  BMM),  and  W. 
Pointe  a la  Hache,  Plaquemines  19  Feb  (DPM, 
PAW).  A relatively  cooperative  Great  Kiskadee 
at  Slidell,  St.  Tammany  31  Jan-20  Feb  (Craig 
Lucker,  vt.  DBo,  ph.  JB,  CGB,  LB  et  al.)  was 
about  the  10th  for  Louisiana.  Always  exciting, 
a probable  Couch’s  Kingbird  was  near  Andrew, 
Vermilion  20-28  Jan  (JB,  vt.  DBo,  vt.  PEC,  ph. 
DP,  BMM).  At  least  22  Western  Kingbirds  re- 
ported across  s.  Louisiana  13  Dec-19  Feb 
(SWC,  vt.  DLD,  JVH,  ph.  Jim  Johnson,  ph. 
CGB,  MW,  ph.  DPM,  JV/B,  vt.  PAW,  vt.  DBo, 
JB)  was  phenomenal.  About  10  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  in  s.  Louisiana  (mainly  Plaque- 
mines) was  fairly  typical,  but  one  in  Faulkner, 
AR  20  Dec  (Gail  Miller)  was  quite  a surprise.  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  located  near  Crowley  2 Jan  (ph.  DP, 
BF,  SS)  was  the  only  report. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

A Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  at  Grand 
Isle  20  Dec  (Phil  Stouffer)  could  have  been  a 
late  migrant;  singles  at  Baton  Rouge  30  Jan 
(SWC,  DLD)  and  in  Assumption,  LA  2 Feb 
QVH)  could  have  been  wintering  or  very  ear- 
ly spring  migrants.  A Cave  Swallow  near 
Madisonville,  St.  Tammany  17  Feb  (CGB,  vt. 
DBo,  JB)  was  Louisiana’s  first  well-document- 
ed winter  record.  Barn  Swallows  near  Alexan- 
dria, Rapides  1 Jan  (JVH)  and  in  Plaquemines 
28  Jan  were  probably  wintering;  individuals 
on  27  Feb  in  Concordia  (RPR)  and  Bossier 
(TD)  were  considered  early  migrants.  Red- 
breasted Nuthatch  went  completely  unreport- 
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ed,  but  Brown  Creepers  persisted  in  good 
numbers  after  the  fall  influx,  e.g.,  24  at  the 
Lake  D’Arbonne  S.P  area  19  Feb  (DB,  JB).  Of 
3 Rock  Wrens  that  arrived  at  Arkansas’s  Mill- 
wood  L.  during  the  fall,  one  in  Howard  was 
last  observed  3 Feb,  and  2 in  Hempstead/Little 
River  stayed  through  the  winter  (all  CM  et  ah). 
An  estimated  400  Marsh  Wrens  flushed  dur- 
ing a few  hours  of  rice  harvesting  near  Thorn- 
well  5 Dec  (SWC,  DLD)  attested  to  the  in- 
credible concentrations  present  in  some  fields 
during  late  fall  and  early  winter.  A Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  at  Holla  Bend  N.W.R.  27  Dec 
(LA)  and  2 at  Stuttgart  9 Jan  (WS,  DS)  were 
very  late  or  rare  wintering  birds  for  Arkansas. 
A late  Wood  Thrush  was  near  Cameron  13 
Dec  (SWC,  DLD);  another  in  Plaquemines  6 
Jan  (vt.  PAW)  was  probably  wintering. 

Leading  off  a fair  assortment  of  rare  winter 
parulids  were  a Tennessee  Warbler  at  Bayou 
Sauvage  N.W.R.  2 Jan  (DPM,  vt.  PAW  et  al.) 
and  a Northern  Panda  at  Little  Chenier, 
Cameron  16  Dec  (ph.  DP).  A Yellow  Warbler 
present  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  since  1 Nov  re- 
mained through  at  least  31  Jan  (SWC,  DLD, 
ph.  JWB,  MJM,  BMM,  DP);  others  were  at 
Gibbstown,  Cameron  16  Dec  (ph.  DP),  near  La 
Branche,  St.  Charles  29  Dec  (Mahlon  Ayme), 
and  8 km  s.  of  Phoenix,  Plaquemines  25  Jan 
(vt.  GO).  Surprisingly  infrequent  in 
Louisiana,  an  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  in  New 
Orleans  25  Jann-  (Peter  H.  Yaukey  vt.  PAW). 
Only  one  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  near 
Ft.  Jackson  30  Dec  (PAW,  CR),  was  interest- 
ing, considering  the  relatively  high  numbers 
reported  for  some  other  rare-but-regular  win- 
ter species,  e.g.,  at  least  10  Yellow-throated 
Warhlers  found  in  se.  Louisiana  30  Dec-28 
Jan  (DPM,  vt.  PAW,  RDP,  J.  T.  Sylvest,  LB  et 
al).  In  Arkansas,  a Palm  Warbler  at  Holla 
Bend  N.W.R.  20  Jan  (K&LN)  and  2 male 
Common  Yellowthroats  at  Wapanacca  N.W.R., 
Crittenden  24  Jan  (DB)  were  good  mid-winter 
discoveries,  as  were  3 Prairie  Warblers,  5 
Black-and-white  Warblers,  an  American  Red- 
start, 4 Ovenbirds,  4 Northern  Waterthrushes, 
and  3 Yellow-breasted  Chats  in  s.  Louisiana. 

Putting  in  an  appearance  for  its  5th  winter 
was  a male  Summer  Tanager  at  Fayetteville  16 
Feh  (ph.  Sara  Caulk);  one  in  Pearl  River,  St. 
Tammany  26  Dec  (Jeanne  & John  Wilson)  was, 
surprisingly,  the  only  Louisiana  report.  A fe- 
male Western  Tanager  visited  a feeder  in  Baton 
Rouge  23  Feb-h  (ph.  Kevin  Morgan  et  al.),  and 
an  ad.  male  did  likewise  in  New  Orleans  25 
Feh  (Nancy  Dickson,  ph.  EW).  Above-average 
numbers  of  American  Tree  Sparrows  were  de- 
tected in  nw.  Arkansas  (MAM),  including  a 
high  of  23  at  Chesney  Prairie  Natural  Area  26 
Jan  (]N,  JW).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  in 
Metairie,  Jefferson  14  Jan+  (ph.  Beth  Wiggins) 


provided  one  of  few  Louisiana  late-winter 
records.  A Henslow’s  Sparrow  near  Indian  Bay- 
ou, Vennilion  20  Jan  (vt.  DBo,  JB)  added  to 
mounting  evidence  of  modest  numbers  winter- 
ing in  “atypical”  (non-pine)  habitats.  Other 
noteworthy  sparrow  concentrations  included 
up  to  8-10  Le  Conte’s  in  the  Fayetteville  area  4- 
10  Feb  ON)  and  41  Harris’s  (“highest  numbers 
since  the  1960s”)  and  339  White-crowneds 
(“all-time  high”)  on  the  Fayetteville  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  ON  et  al).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  was  farther 
s.  than  normal  in  extreme  sw.  East  Baton  Rouge 
14  Jan  0-  V Remsen,  D.  Cagnolatti).  Concen- 
trations of  Lapland  Longspurs  included  170  in 
the  Maysville  area  20  Jan  ON,  MAM)  and  an 
estimated  1000  in  Craighead  2 Dec  (NA,  DB). 
Good  numbers  of  Smith’s  Longspurs  were  re- 
ported in  n.  Arkansas,  with  4 transients  at 
Fayetteville  2 Dec  (MAM),  198  at  Newport, 
Jackson  14  Feb  (KN,  BH),  and  125  at  Stuttgart 
23  Feb  (BH,  Theo  Whitsell). 

GROSBEAKS  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

An  imm.  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at 
Cameron  17  Dec  (MW,  ph.  EIJ),  another  imm. 
male  near  L.  Arthur  23-24  Jan  (found  mori- 
bund and  died,  *Dale  & Zan  Hollister),  and  a 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Bonnet  Carre  Spill- 
way, St.  Charles  1 Jan  (RJS,  MW)  were  casual 
winter  visitors.  It  was  a relatively  good  winter 
for  Blue  Grosbeak  in  Louisiana,  with  singles 
near  Johnsons  Bayou,  Cameron  (Don  Jeane, 
Ken  Sztraky)  and  at  Cameron  17  Dec  (MW, 
EIJ),  at  Bonnet  Carre  Spillway  13  Jan  (RJS),  at 
E.  Pointe  a la  Hache,  Plaquemines  15  Jan  (PAW, 
DPM),  and  an  ad.  male  at  L.  Martin,  St.  Martin 
28  Jan  (ph.  DMD).  An  ad.  male  Lazuli  Bunting 
at  Luling,  St.  Charles  9 Dec  (ph.  RS)  may  have 
been  the  same  wintering  bird  documented 
there  sporadically  since  winter  2000-2001; 
amazingly,  another  ad.  male  appeared  at  a New 
Iberia,  Iberia,  feeder  9 Jan  (ph.  MJM),  only  the 
5th  ever  (and  only  the  2nd  from  winter)  well- 
documented  individual  for  Louisiana.  No  few- 
er than  25  Indigo  Buntings  were  found  on  or 
near  the  Louisiana  coast  2 Dec-4  Feb  (DPM, 
vt.  PAW,  PEC,  BMM,  DP,  vt.  JWB,  JB,  DBo  et 
al);  16  were  in  Plaquemines,  including  a flock 
of  9 near  Triumph  28  Jan  (DPM,  RDP,  PAW). 
Even  more  astounding  were  at  least  26  Painted 
Buntings  across  s.  Louisiana  19  Dec-19  Feb 
(CGB,  RJS,  DPM,  PAW,  EW,  Elias  Landry, 
SWC,  Cheryl  Eberhardt,  RDP,  Tracey  W.  Sher- 
ry, JB,  DBo,  DP,  Frank  Rohwer,  BF  et  al.).  Two 
Dickcissels  in  Stuttgart  16  Dec  (Gail  North- 
cutt)  were  casual  so  far  north;  more  expected 
were  4 in  Louisiana:  at  Cameron  17  Dec  (MW, 
ph.  EIJ),  near  Duson,  Lafayette  18  Jan  (]V/B, 
CJ),  at  Baton  Rouge  31  Jan  (SWC,  DLD),  and 
at  L.  Martin  24  Feb  (ph.  DMD). 


Representing  one  of  very  few  well-docu- 
mented North  American  winter  records  and 
only  the  2nd  for  Louisiana  was  a Bobolink  at 
L.  Martin  20  Jan  (ph.  DMD).  Western  Mead- 
owlarks, infrequently  detected  in  s. 
Louisiana,  were  singing  near  Cameron  28  Jan 
(DBo,  JB)  and  near  Thornwell  21  Feb  (SWC, 
DLD).  An  ad.  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
at  Madisonville  28  Dec  (Heydi  Lopes,  Pam 
Morgan,  CGB)  and  2 near  Chloe,  Calcasieu  20 
Feb  (PEC)  were  the  only  reports.  One  of  the 
rarer  winter  orioles,  an  Orchard  Oriole  was 
even  more  extraordinary  visiting  suet  at  Fair- 
field  Bay,  Van  Buren,  AR  15  Jan-20  Feb  (ph. 
Jerry  Goodman);  3 imm.  males  were  also  lo- 
cated in  Plaquemines:  E.  Pointe  a la  Hache  15 
Jan,  Buras  28  Jan,  and  W.  Pointe  a la  Hache  19 
Feb  (vt.  PAW,  DPM,  RDP).  Sixteen  Baltimore 
Orioles  in  s.  Louisiana  26  Dec-19  Feb  QVH, 
ph.  BF,  SWC,  DLD,  DPM,  vt.  PAW  et  al.)  was 
above  average  and  included  7 in  St.  Tammany 
26-28  Dec  (Renee  Sawyer,  LB,  Joelle  Finley, 
HLP  et  al.)  and  5 wintering  at  one  Baton 
Rouge  residence  (CF,  vt.  DBo,  JB);  more  un- 
usual was  an  ad.  male  at  Hot  Springs  Village, 
Garland,  AR  late  Jan-25  Feb  (ph.  Lu  Otto). 
An  ad.  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  an  exciting 
yard  visitor  in  Marrero,  Jefferson  31  Dec-1  Jan 
(ph.  Paul  Wolf).  Still  unusual  away  from  sw. 
Louisiana,  6 Great-tailed  Grackles  were  in  Red 
River,  Louisiana  1 Jan  (ph.  Jeff  & Jean  Tra- 
han); a whopping  200  at  Craig  Fish  Hatchery, 
Benton  20  Jan  QN,  MAM)  was  impressive  but 
not  unprecedented  in  nw.  Arkansas.  Rusty 
Blackbirds  at  Cameron  28  Jan  (DB,  JB)  and  at 
Oak  Grove  31  Jan  (SWC,  DLD)  were  unusual 
on  the  immediate  coast. 
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The  novelty  of  increasingly  warm  winters 
has  worn  thin  in  the  North.  The  long- 
term health  of  northern  ecosystems  de- 
pends on  deep  and  persistent  cold  winter  tem- 
peratures— conditions  that  are  disappearing 
with  the  rapid  onset  of  climate  change.  In 
southwestern  Yukon,  a decade  of  above-nor- 
mal winter  temperatures  has  spawned  a mas- , 
sive  Spruce  Bark  Beetle  outbreak  that  now 
covers  more  than  350,000  hectares.  Elders 
and  people  living  on  the  land  can  no  longer 
rely  on  their  traditional  knowledge  to  under- 
stand and  predict  winter  conditions.  This  year, 
the  trend  continued,  with  temperatures  well 
above  normal  (e.g.,  5°  C above)  throughout 
Northern  Canada.  Along  with  the  warmer 
temperatures,  much  of  the  Yukon  experienced 
unusually  high  snowfall.  In  contrast  to  the 
general  trend,  southern  Northwest  Territories 
had  below-normal  temperatures  in  February. 
As  always,  our  winter  report  benefits  from 
Christmas  Bird  Count  and  Great  Backyard 
Bird  Count  observations,  and  participation 
was  record  high  in  both  this  year. 

Abbreviations:  NU  (Nunavut),  NWT  (North- 
west Territories),  N.N.ER.  (Nahanni  National 
Park  Reserve). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GULLS 

The  Yukon  has  the  Region’s  highest  number 
of  wintering  waterfowl,  largely  due  to  White- 
horse’s reliable  winter  flock  of  Mallards, 
which  this  year  numbered  17  on  24-26  Dec 
(HG,  TH;  CE).  Rankin  Inlet,  NU  had  13 
Common  Eiders  on  its  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide 
BZ).  A late  but  noteworthy  fall  report  was  of  a 
single  Black  Scoter,  a rare  migrant  in  N.N.ER., 
in  the  company  of  9 Surf  Scoters  7 Aug  at 
Rabbitkettle  L.  (DT).  Norman  Wells,  NWT 
continues  to  be  among  the  Region’s  most  reli- 
able locations  for  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  with 


16  recorded  on  the  23  Dec  C.B.C. 
(RP).  Willow  Ptarmigan  were  plen- 
tiful (414)  on  the  Yellowknife 
C.B.C.  31  Dec  (fide  RB);  51  were 
recorded  on  the  Norman  Wells, 
NWT  count  23  Dec  (fide  RP)  and  15 
in  Cambridge  Bay,  NU  17  Dec  (fide 
BZ),  the  latter  location  a mere  300 
km  n..of  the  Arctic  Circle.  The  Re- 
gion’s only  report  of  Rock  Ptarmigan 
was  turned  in  by  Rankin  Inlet,  NU, 
with  3 on  26  Dec  (fide  BZ). 

The  ever-reliable  pair  of  Bald  Ea- 
gles was  present  at  McIntyre  Cr.  in 
Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  24  Dec  (HG, 
TH);  however,  one  was  subsequent- 
ly injured  and  spent  the  rest  of  the 
winter  in  rehabilitation,  while  the  other  made 
good  on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (CE).  An  ad. 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  photographed  at  Marsh 
L.  28  Dec  provided  the  Yukon’s  first  winter 
record  (ph.  DP,  DS).  The  Yukon’s  rarity  of  the 
season  was  an  imm.  Ivory  Gull,  which  came 
to  a sad  end  when  it  was  found  starving  at 
Johnsons  Crossing  1 Jan  and  subsequently 
died  (SP).  The  circumstances  were  similar  to 
the  two  previous  records  for  Ivory  Gull  in  the 
area;  an  imm.  bird  found  starving  in  late  Nov 
1999  at  nearby  Tagish,  Yukon  also  died;  and 
one  on  Atlin  L.,  British  Columbia  in  mid-Nov 
1987  showed  up  in  weak  condition  but  fed  on 
fish  entrails  and  meat  until  its  departure.  In 
Northwest  Territories,  an  Ivory  Gull  was 
found  dead  in  Akiavik  in  late  Feb,  apparently 
killed  by  Common  Ravens  (MM). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FIHCHES 

A Mourning  Dove  seen  at  Rabbitkettle  L., 
N.N.ER.,  30  Aug  (GS,  DT)  furnished  a rare 
park  record.  Wintering  Great  Horned  Owls  in 
the  Yellowknife,  NWT  area  got  a boost  this 
winter  from  high  Snowshoe  Hare  and  ptarmi- 
gan populations  (RB).  A Great  Gray  Owl  was 
heard  in  the  Norman  Wells,  NWT  C.B.C.  cir- 
cle during  count  week  (CM).  A Boreal  Owl 
was  seen  nearly  daily  through  most  of  the  pe- 
riod on  Joliffe  I.,  Yellowknife,  NWT  (AS,  ph. 
RB).  Three  Downy  Woodpeckers,  near  the  n. 
limit  of  their  winter  range,  were  recorded  on 
the  29  Dec  C.B.C.  in  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon 
(MOD).  A Black-backed  Woodpecker  was  ob- 
served at  Pontoon  L.,  near  Yellowknife,  NWT 
in  mid-Jan  (RS).  Northern  Shrike  reports  in- 
cluded one  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  5 Jan 
(BoS),  one  in  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  13 
Jan  and  28  Feb  (RJ,  WJ),  and  one  in  Yel- 
lowknife, NWT  5 & 21  Jan  (DR;  RB,  MB). 

It  seemed  there  was  no  turning  back  for 
many  of  the  Steller’s  Jays  that  poured  into  the 
Yukon  last  fall;  small  numbers  were  reported 


throughout  the  season  from  Whitehorse,  Tes- 
lin,  Tagish,  and  Carcross.  Now,  having  sur- 
vived the  winter,  will  they  remain  to  breed? 
Black-billed  Magpie  was  first  seen  in  the  Sah- 
tu  region,  NWT  only  a few  years  ago  and  has 
now  been  seen  in  all  five  Sahtu  communities 
(RP);  this  winter,  singles  were  recorded  29 
Dec  in  Deline  (RP,  BH)  and  30  Jan  in  Tulita 
(RP,  BH).  Whitehorse  edged  closer  to  Com- 
mon Raven  supremacy  this  year,  with  1318 
tallied  on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  WN);  but  it 
wasn’t  enough  to  beat  Yellowknife’s  1377 
recorded  31  Dec  (fide  RB).  Inuvik,  NWT 
recorded  466  Common  Ravens  (fide  CD),  and 
Nunavut’s  highest  total  (105)  was  turned  in 
by  Cambridge  Bay  17  Dec  (fide  BZ),  with  Arc- 
tic Bay  posting  a close  second  with  87  on  5 
Jan  (fide  CK).  Common  Ravens  demonstrated 
their  opportunistic  capacity  for  predation  by 
killing  the  aforementioned  Ivory  Gull  in 
Akiavik,  as  well  as  a Snowshoe  Hare  near  Yel- 
lowknife, NWT  (BC). 

The  Region’s  only  American  Robin  was  re- 
ported from  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  4 Jan 
(BaS,  ET).  Bohemian  Waxwings  had  to  look 
to  other  food  sources  around  Whitehorse, 
Yukon,  as  a hard  frost  back  in  May  resulted  in 
a very  poor  Mountain  Ash  crop;  however,  a 
few  flocks  of  up  to  100  birds  were  seen  there 
through  Dec.  Elsewhere  in  the  Region,  43  Bo- 
hemians along  with  2 Cedar  Waxwings  were 


This  adult  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  nicely  documented  at 
Marsh  Lake,  southern  Yukon  Territory  3 January  2007,  estab- 
lished the  Yukon's  first  winter  record  for  the  species.  Photo- 
graph by  Doug  Phillips. 

reported  on  the  Hay  River,  NWT  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (fide  RR),  17  were  reported  on  the  Yel- 
lowknife, NWT  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (fide  RB)  and 
16  there  19  Feb  0S)>  £ind  a flock  of  26  was 
seen  in  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  21-23  Feb 
(IW,  RW).  Small  numbers  of  Dark-eyed  Jun- 
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A handful  of  rare  sparrows  seen  across  Northern  Canada  this  winter  included  this  immature  Golden-crowned  Sparrow, 
which  successfully  wintered  (here  3 January  2007)  at  Canyon,  furnishing  the  Yukon's  second  winter  record  for  the  species. 
Photograph  by  Robyn  Rufiange-Holway. 


cos  were  reported  in  s.  Yukon  from  Carcross 
(DK,  NM),  Teslin  (MG;  BeS),  and  Haines 
Junction  (SR,  WR),  and  in  sw.  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories, 2 were  present  through  the  season  at 
a Norman  Wells  feeder  (RP).  Rare  winter 
sparrows  reported  in  the  Yukon  this  year  in- 
cluded a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  through  the  sea- 
son at  Carcross  (DK,  NM),  an  imm.  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  through  the  season  at 
Canyon,  sw.  Yukon  (RRH),  single  imm. 
White-crowned  Sparrows  through  the  season 
at  Shallow  Bay  (CG)  and  Haines  Junction  (SR, 
ph.  WR),  an  imm.  White-crowned  at  Teslin 
31  Dec-1  Jan  (MG,  BeS),  and  an  ad.  in  White- 
horse 23-28  Dec  (HG,  CO;  BD,  YS).  However, 
the  champion  survivalist  was  a Fox  Sparrow 
that  wintered  in  Dawson  through  tempera- 
tures as  low  as  -48°  C (ML).  Hay  River,  NWT 
also  hosted  several  rare  sparrows:  a White- 
throated  16  Dec  (BG,  RR)  and  a Fox  on  the  17 
Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  RR).  Small  numbers  of  Snow 
Buntings  were  reported  across  the  Region  in- 
cluding one  in  Ft.  Simpson  through  8 Dec 
(DT);  22  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  on  the 
C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide  WN);  13  in  Teslin,  Yukon 
on  the  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  BeS);  and  most  un- 
usual were  6 in  Iqaluit,  NU  23  Jan  (MM). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  were  present  in  relatively 
high  numbers  in  the  Mackenzie  Valley,  NWT 
this  winter  (RP,  DT).  Redpolls,  both  Common 
and  Hoary,  were  fairly  common  in  the  Yukon 
this  winter  but  were  conspicuous  by  their  ab- 
sence in  the  sw.  Northwest  Territories,  with 
only  2 recorded  on  the  Ft.  Simpson  C.B.C.  23 
Dec  and  few  noted  throughout  the  period 
(DT);  elsewhere  in  Northwest  Territories,  red- 
polls were  seen  more  commonly,  though  in 
numbers  somewhat  lower  than  normal.  Small 
flocks  of  15  and  8 Hoary  Redpolls  were  re- 
ported at  Iqaluit,  NU  26  Dec  and  11  Feb,  re- 


spectively (MM).  A Gray-crowned  Rosy- 
Finch  (of  the  coastal  subspecies)  was  ob- 
served through  the  winter  in  Whitehorse 
(HG;  BSw,  PSw).  Evening  Grosbeak’s  winter 
distribution  appeared  to  be  limited  to  sw. 
Northwest  Territories  this  season,  with  25  on 
the  Ft.  Simpson  C.B.C.  23  Dec  (DT)  and  19 
on  the  Hay  River  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  RR). 
House  Sparrow  still  has  not  infiltrated  the 
Yukon;  elsewhere  in  the  Region,  C.B.C.  re- 
ports included  207  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  31 
Dec  {fide  RB),  70  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  23 
Dec  {fide  DT),  16  at  Hay  River,  NWT  17  Dec 
(fide  RR),  and  15  at  Arviat,  NU  1 Jan  (fide 
MS). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Marianne  Bromley,  Robert  Bromley, 
Barb  Cameron,  Boris  Dobrowolsky,  Craig 
Dockrill,  Cameron  Eckert,  Margaret  Garolitz, 
Bruce  Green,  Helmut  Grtinberg,  Chad 
Gubala,  Todd  Heakes,  Keith  Hickling,  B. 
Hoar,  Rita  Jux,  Walter  Jux,  Dan  Kemble,  Clare 
Kines,  Maria  Ledergerber,  Carl  MacLellan, 
Nancy  Maides,  Mark  Mallory,  Wendy  Nixon, 
Mark  O’Donoghue,  Clive  Osborne,  Shayne 
Parker,  Doug  Phillips,  Richard  Popko,  Sharon 
Riedl,  Wolf  Riedl,  Dean  Robertson,  Robyn 
Rufiange-Holway  (RRH),  Rand  Rudland,  Ben 
Schonewille  (BeS),  Michael  Setterington, 
Glen  Sibbeston,  Andrew  Spaulding,  John 
Stephenson,  Dale  Stokes,  Yammy  Stote, 
Rosanna  Strong,  Barbara  Studds  (BaS),  Bob 
Studds  (BoS),  Bill  Swainson  (BSw),  Pat 
Swainson  (PSw),  Douglas  Tate  (Northwest 
Territories),  Enid  Tait,  Iris  Wilson,  Ron  Wil- 
son, Brian  Zawadski.  1$ 
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Prairie  Provinces  | 


Whimalff  L 


Rudolf  F.Koes  | Peter  Taylor 

Although  the  rest  of  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere apparently  experienced  another 
record-mild  winter,  the  Prairie 
Provinces  had  good  old-fashioned  cold  and 
snowy  weather,  particularly  in  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba.  Many  lingerers  did  not  survive 
the  brutal  cold  of  February.  Northern  owls, 
which  often  add  spice  to  an  otherwise  quiet  day 
of  birding,  went  virtually  unreported.  On  the 
other  hand,  grouse  and  relatives  obviously  en- 
joyed good  breeding  success  in  2006  and  were 
reported  in  high  numbers.  Likewise,  redpolls 
were  present  in  the  best  numbers  in  years. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Notable  waterfowl  included  a Trumpeter  Swan 
on  the  Fort  Qu’Appelle,  SK  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide 
GWp)  and  a Canvasback  and  7 Greater  Scaup 
at  Gardiner  Dam,  SK  24  Feb  (WW).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  well  represented  in  Alberta, 
with  2 at  Banff  N.P.  4-16  Dec  QR),  one  at  Wa- 
terton  N.P  7 Dec  (YA),  and  3 on  the  Calgary 
C.B.C.  17  Dec.  Also  unusual  were  a Bufflehead 
X Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  on  the  Calgary 
C.B.C.  (TK)  and  a Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Calgary  5-19  Dec  (GY).  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
numbers  were  high,  notably  the  C.B.C.  total  of 
390  at  Lyleton,  MB  4 Jan.  Similarly,  Gray  Par- 
tridge were  widely  reported,  e.g.,  six  coveys 
totaling  66+  birds  were  in  the  Grosse 
Isle-Marquette,  MB  area  (KG). 

Second  provincial  winter  records  were  pro- 
vided by  a Red-throated  Loon  at  Pine  Falls, 
MB  2 Dec-9  Jan  (M.N.S.,  m.ob.,  ph.)  and  a 
Pacific  Loon  at  Calgary  12-17  Dec  (GY). 
Tardy  grebes  included  single  Red-necked  at 
L.  Minnewanka,  AB  1 Dec  QR)  and  Bracken 
Falls,  MB  2 Dec  (M.N.S.,  m.ob.),  7 Eareds  at 
Frank  L.,  AB  3 Dec  (GW),  with  3 there  10 
Dec  (AS),  4 Horneds  at  Waterton  N.P.  7 Dec 
(YA,  BW),  and  a Western  at  Banff  N.P  7 Dec 
OR).  The  last  of  2 lingering  American  White 
Pelicans  at  Pine  Falls  was  seen  11  Dec 
(M.N.S.,  PT,  RZ,  m.ob.).  Great  Blue  Herons 
were  at  Moose  Jaw,  SK  8 Dec  (DC),  near  Banff 
1 Feb  Ob),  and  at  Saskatoon,  SK  25  Feb  (FR). 
Bald  Eagles  wintered  Regionwide  in  higher 


numbers  than  usual,  with  a record-high  24  on 
the  Calgary  C.B.C.  17  Dec,  25+  near  High 
River,  AB  10  Eeb  (MSu,  CS),  and  26  at  Gar- 
diner Dam  18  Dec  (RJ,  m.ob.),  plus  vihde- 
spread  reports  in  agricultural  areas  of  s.  Man- 
itoba. At  least  10  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  were 
noted  in  s.  Alberta,  while  Saskatchewan  had 
two  reports  and  Manitoba  four.  A Eerrugi- 
nous  Hawk  at  Maple  Creek,  SK  26  Feb  was 
likely  an  early  migrant  (AH).  Gyrfalcons 
made  a good  showing,  -with  at  least  10  in  s. 
Alberta,  5 in  Saskatchewan,  and  7 in  Manito- 
ba. These  included  a white-morph  bird  cap- 
tured and  banded  at  Saskatoon  3 Jan  (ph.  MS) 
and  another  white  bird  near  Kleefeld,  MB  11 
Jan+  (DF,  m.ob.). 


A Red-throated  Loon  lingered  on  the  Winnipeg  River  at  Pine 
Falls,  Manitoba  from  2 (here  1 1 ) December  2006  through  at 

least  9 January  2007,  furnishing  the  province's  second  win- 
ter record.  Photograph  by  Peter  Taylor. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WAXWINGS 

There  were  three  sightings  of  Killdeer  in  s.  Al- 
berta and  2 different  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Gar- 
diner Dam  3 & 18  Dec  (NS,  RD,  GWp, 
m.ob.).  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  numbers 
were  particularly  high  in  s.  Saskatchewan, 
with  maxima  of  40  at  Estevan  (KH)  and  37  at 
Swift  Current  (MD).  Of  all  the  owl  species, 
only  Snowy  Owl  was  reported  in  good  num- 
bers. Northern  Hawk  Owl  and  Great  Gray 
Owl  reports  were  at  their  lowest  in  years.  Rare 
in  winter  were  single  Long-eared  Owls  at 
Strathmore,  AB  2 Feb  (TK)  and  at  Winnipeg, 
MB  11  Feb  (RW).  Short-eared  Owls  were 
widespread  in  s.  Alberta,  with  peaks  of  14 
near  Calgary  31  Jan  (TK)  and  9 at  High  River 
23  Feb  (DS).  Manitoba  had  four  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  reports:  at  Chater,  Cypress  Riv- 
er, Grosse  Isle,  and  Turtle  Mountain  P.P  A Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsucker  at  Estuary,  SK  4 Jan 
was  a winter  rarity  (fide  GWp). 

Gray  Jays  continued  their  strong  showing 
outside  the  boreal  forest  in  se.  Manitoba,  but 
none  was  reported  w.  of  the  Red  R.  valley.  By 
mid-Mar,  the  last  birds  departed.  A Chestnut- 
backed  Chickadee  frequented  a Jasper,  AB 
feeder  late  Nov-Feb  m.ob.,  fide  JR), 
while  a Carolina  Wren  at  Winnipeg  28  Dec 
(N&JS)  was  not  confirmed.  Tardy  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  at  Winnipeg  1 Dec  (m.ob.) 


and  at  Regina,  SK  27  Dec  (B&SE).  Varied 
Thrush  numbers  in  s.  Manitoba  were  un- 
precedented, with  at  least  11  birds  reported  in 
Winnipeg  and  many  small  towns;  4 were  not- 
ed in  Saskatchewan  (m.ob.).  A tardy  Gray 
Catbird  was  at  Winnipeg  4 Dec  (fide  RP).  The 
Curve-billed  Thrasher  previously  reported  at 
Dalmeny  SK  was  last  seen  mid-Dec  (DFr, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Good 
Spirit  Lake  P.P.  15  Dec  (B&JA),  Hodgeville  5 
Feb  (fide  BL),  and  Swift  Current  about  12  Feb 


Seeing  a Gyrfalcon  anywhere  in  North  America  makes  a 
birder's  day.  Birds  in  the  white  morph,  such  as  this  one 
banded  at  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  on  S January  2007,  are 
even  more  highly  prized.  Photograph  by  Martin  Stoffel. 

(fide  MD),  all  in  Saskatchewan.  Bohemian 
Waxwings  were  especially  numerous  in 
Saskatchewan,  with  a flock  estimated  at  4000 
in  Saskatoon  6 Jan  and  2 Feb  (GK). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Spotted  Towhee  was  a good  hnd  on  the 
Saskatoon  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide  RD).  Lingering 
sparrows  included  4 drippings  in  s.  Manito- 
ba, with  the  latest  one  noted  in  Winnipeg  1 
Jan  (G&JG),  a Fox  in  Winnipeg  6 Jan  (DB),  a 
Song  throughout  winter  at  Portage  la  Prairie, 
MB  (AS)  and  another  at  Eastend,  SK  1 Jan 
(GWp),  a Lincoln’s  at  Winnipeg  6 Nov-5  Dec 
(WC),  single  wintering  White-crowneds  at 
Kleefeld  and  Winnipeg,  and  2 Harris’s  in  s. 
Manitoba  and  10+  in  s.  Alberta.  At  least  5 
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Varied  Thrushes  regularly  wander  east  into  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  in  late 
fall  and  early  winter,  but  the  winter  of  2006-2007  saw  unprecedented  num- 
bers in  these  provinces.  This  male  was  at  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  on  17  Feb- 
ruary 2007.  Photograph  by  Nick  Saunders. 


Northern  Cardinals  were  reported  in  s.  Mani- 
toba, where  the  species  seems  forever  poised 
to  become  a regular  breeder.  More  unexpect- 
ed were  2 at  Lumsden,  SK  throughout  the  pe- 
riod (fide  BL)  and  one  at  Olds,  AB  7 Feb-Mar 
(CL,  m.ob.,  ph.).  A first-year  male  Indigo 
Bunting  at  a Nanton,  AB  feeder  2 Dec  provid- 
ed the  Region’s  first  winter  report  (BW).  Most 
notable  of  lingering  blackbirds  were  24  Rusty 


Blackbirds  on  the  Lyleton  C.B.C. 
4 Jan,  10  on  the  Pike  Lake,  SK 
C.B.C.  2 Jan,  and  8 at  Millarville, 
AB  26  Jan  (DK). 

Single  Gray-crowned  Rosy- 
Finches  were  at  Swan  River,  MB 
15  Dec-24  Jan  (NJ,  m.ob.,  ph.), 
Pike  L.  18  Dec  (fide  RD),  Regina 
23  Dec-Feb  (BL),  and  Prince  Al- 
bert, SK  mid-Jan-23  Feb  (fide 
BL,  ph.).  Pine  Grosbeak  num- 
bers were  high  across  the  Re- 
gion, whereas  Red  and  "White- 
winged  Crossbills  continued  to 
be  scarce.  The  latter  species  was 
noted  nest-building  at  Regina  12 
Feb,  but  the  nest  was  later  aban- 
doned (BL).  Redpoll  numbers, 
including  those  of  Hoary  Red- 
poll, were  high  throughout  the 
Region  after  a dismal  showing  last  winter.  A 
flock  of  1500  redpolls  was  at  Frank  L.  10  Feb 
(MSu,  CS),  and  in  Saskatchewan  they  were  in 
their  highest  numbers  since  2004.  Converse- 
ly, few  Pine  Siskins  lingered. 

Addenda;  Several  notable  records,  all  from 
spring  through  fall  2006,  have  come  to  light 
recently.  A "White-winged  Dove  was  seen 


briefly  near  Val  Marie,  SK  6 Jun  (MM).  A 
Whip-poor-will,  found  at  Calgary  28  Oct,  re-  ; 
covered  during  rehabilitation  and  will  be  re-  I 
leased  in  spring  (SN,  ph.).  It  provided  the  first 
fully  documented  record  for  Alberta.  A first 
for  the  Region  was  an  Acorn  Woodpecker  at 
Sundre,  AB  Jun-Jul  (G&RW,  ph.).  A Summer 
Tanager  at  Pike  L.  17  May  was  about  the  4th  | 
for  Saskatchewan  (BG,  ph.).  i 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  boldface): 

B.  &J.  Anaka,  Y.  Attia,  D.  Barry,  J.  Beleyme,  W. 
Christianson,  D.  Cork,  J.  Davis,  M.  Dudragne, 

R.  Dudragne,  B.  & S.  Ewart,  D.  Fast,  D.  Fraser 
(DFr),  K.  Gardner,  B.  Girvan.  G.  & J.  Grieef, 

M.  Harrison,  A.  Hartley,  K.  Hedegard,  R.  Jo- 
hanson,  N.  Jonsson,  D.  Knapik,  T.  Korolyk,  G. 
Kratzig,  C.  Linnard,  B.  Luterbach,  Manitoba 
Naturalists  Society,  M.  McDavit,  S.  Noble,  R. 
Parsons,  J.  Rogers,  E Roy,  N.  Saunders,  N.  & J.  I 
Schouten,  A.  Simm,  D.  Smith,  C.  Southward, 
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Continuing  the  trend  from  most  of 
2006,  December  and  January  were 
warmer  and  drier  than  average.  How- 
ever, February  turned  cold  and  wet.  Overall,  it 
was  another  very  open  winter  in  most  of  the 
Region,  and  many  records  of  semi-hardy 
species  were  tallied.  There  were  good  numbers 
of  straggling  waterbirds,  and  raptors  made  an- 
other strong  showing.  Gallinaceous  birds  con- 
tinued strong,  and  owl  numbers  were  well 
above  average.  Straggling  sparrows  were  no- 
table, and  redpolls  were  numerous.  The  Gray 
Jay  invasion  continued  in  North  Dakota,  and 
Montana  had  a state-first  Inca  Dove. 

GIBE  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

Winter  reports  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  are  becoming  more  regular  in  North 
Dakota.  This  season,  a single  was  with  Cana- 
da Geese  at  Garrison  Dam  29  Dec  (REM). 
Two  spring  migrant  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  at  Freezeout  L.,  MT  25  Feb  (MS). 
A flock  of  2500  Cackling  Geese  was  at  Freeze- 
out L.,  MT  by  23  Feb  (MS).  Furnishing  the 
first  winter-season  report  for  North  Dakota;  a 
Trumpeter  Swan  from  the  Carson  area  was 
brought  to  the  Bismarck  Zoo  4 Dec  for  reha- 
bilitation (fide  HCT).  Casual  in  Jan  in  North 
Dakota,  an  American  Black  Duck  was  at 
Tewaukan  N.W.R.  6 Jan  (MAO).  A Green- 
winged Teal  wintered  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND, 
the  2nd  for  the  state  in  winter  (REM);  2 were 
at  Great  Falls,  MT  16  Jan  (DW).  The  earliest- 
ever  spring  migrants  for  North  Dakota,  4 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  at  Jamestown  26 
Feb  (LDI).  Ring-necked  Pheasant  and  Sharp- 
tailed Grouse  numbers  remain  at  high  levels 
in  North  Dakota:  peak  counts  were  1107 
pheasants  on  the  Garrison  Dam  C.B.C.  15 
Dec  and  498  grouse  on  the  Arrowwood 
N.W.R.  C.B.C.  18  Dec. 

Providing  the  7th  record  for  Montana,  a 
Yellow-billed  Loon  was  discovered  4 Jan  in 
Great  Falls  and  remained  for  several  days 
(DW).  A Pied-billed  Grebe  near  Bowdoin 
N.W.R.  12  Jan  provided  a first  winter  record 
for  that  area  (DP,  MT).  The  2nd  latest  for  the 
state,  a Horned  Grebe  was  at  Garrison  Dam, 


ND  17  Dec  (SDL).  Casual  in  winter 
in  South  Dakota,  a Western  Grebe 
was  at  Pierre  15  Jan  (RDO).  Late 
American  White  Pelicans  were  sin- 
gles 17  Dec  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND 
(REM)  and  21  Dec  at  Pierre,  SD 
(RDO).  Tardy  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants were  in  Oliver,  ND  (HCT) 
and  Ft.  Peck,  MT  13  Dec  (CC). 


¥ULTURB  THROUGH  OWLS 

Very  unusual  in  the  Region  in  winter,  a single 
Turkey  Vulture  was  in  Yellowstone,  MT  10  Dec 
(BH),  and  2 were  near  the  North  Dakota  bor- 
der n.  of  Wibaux,  MT  26  Jan  (RL).  It  was  an- 
other outstanding  winter  for  raptors  in  the 
Region.  Small  numbers  of  Northern  Harriers 
vrintered  widely  in  North  Dakota,  and  3 spent 
the  season  in  Grand  Forks  (EER  DOL).  For 
the  2nd  consecutive  year.  Ferruginous 
Hawks  wintered  in  North  Dakota,  with  6 not- 
ed in  sw.  North  Dakota  10  Feb  (SM).  Rough- 
legged Hawks  peaked  at  80  in  Grand  Forks, 
ND  23  Jan  (EEF).  Gyrfalcon  reports  were 
widespread.  A Virginia  Rail  10  Feb  in  Yank- 
ton, SD  provided  the  3rd 
winter  record  for  the  state 
away  from  the  Black  Hills 
(p.a.,  DS). 

Accidental  in  winter,  a 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Yank- 
ton, SD  5 Jan  (p.a.,  BH). 

Mew  Gulls  were  at  Ft.  Peck, 

MT  11-29  Dec  (p.a.,  CC, 

GS)  and  in  Pierre,  SD  16 
Dec-16  Jan  (p.a.,  RDO,  KM, 

JSP).  The  2 Iceland  Gulls  re- 
ported in  the  fall  season  at 
Garrison  Dam,  ND  remained 
through  17  Dec  (REM).  A 
possible  6th  record  for  South 
Dakota,  an  Iceland  Gull  was 
at  Pierre  15  Jan  (p.a.,  RDO, 

KM).  The  first  record  for 
Montana,  an  Inca  Dove 
came  to  a feeder  in  Terry  2 Dec  (SC);  the  bird 
was  found  dead  4 Dec.  Casual  in  North  Dako- 
ta, a Northern  Hawk  Owl  was  photographed 
in  Grand  Forks  4-5  Dec  (p.a.,  EEF).  Three  un- 
documented Great  Gray  Owl  reports  came 
from  North  Dakota,  two  in  Dec  and  one  in 
Feb.  An  amazing  141  Short-eared  Owls  were 
tallied  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  8 Dec  (EEF,  DOL). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH 
BLUEBIRDS 

An  unusual  number  for  North  Dakota,  single 
Belted  Kingfishers  wintered  in  three  counties. 
Casual  in  winter  in  North  Dakota,  2 Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  were  noted  on  the  Bis- 
marck-Mandan  C.B.C.  17  Dec.  Yellow-bellied 


Sapsuckers  were  late  9 Dec  in  Union  (BH)  and 
17  Dec  in  Yankton,  SD  (DS).  Good  numbers  of 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  again  reported 
in  North  Dakota  w.  of  usual  areas.  Of  nine  re- 
ports, five  were  from  the  Bismarck-Mandan 
area.  The  Gray  jay  invasion  first  reported  in 
the  fall  season  continued  into  the  winter  in 
North  Dakota.  At  least  15  were  thought  to  be 
in  Grand  Forks,  ND  (DOL),  and  3 were  noted 
at  Icelandic  S.P.  Common  Raven  numbers 
continue  to  increase  in  North  Dakota.  Peaks 
this  winter  included  35  at  J.  Clark  Salyer 
N.W.R.  10  Dec  (GAE)  and  40  on  the  Christ- 
mas count  at  Icelandic  S.P  19  Dec. 

Accidental  in  winter,  a Rock  Wren  was 
near  Great  Falls,  MT  2 Dec  (p.a.,  BM).  The 
5th  record  for  North  Dakota,  and  the  3rd  in 
winter,  a Carolina  Wren  was  in  Cass  22 
Dec-4  Feb  (p.a.,  LG,  JG).  In  South  Dakota,  a 
Carolina  Wren  was  in  Minehaha  16  Dec  (MS). 
A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  in  Jamestown, 
ND  15  Dec  (p.a.,  LDI);  the  species  is  acciden- 
tal in  winter  in  the  state.  Very  rare  in  South 
Dakota,  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  in  Rap- 
id City  20  Dec-24  Jan  (MM,  JLB).  Now  not  so 


This  Inca  Dow  appeared  at  a feeder  in  Terry,  Montana  2-4  (here  4)  December  2006 
but  perished  on  the  latter  date;  it  was  the  first  of  its  species  recorded  in  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Scott  Carlton. 


unexpected  in  winter,  an  Eastern  Bluebird 
was  in  Morton,  ND  17  Dec  (CDE);  in  South 
Dakota,  one  seen  10  Feb  at  Pierre  may  have 
been  an  early  migrant  (RDO). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  REDPOLLS 

The  Curved-billed  Thrasher  reported  in  the 
fall  season  from  the  Bull  Mts.,  MT  remained 
through  the  season  (WH,  LH).  A Gray  Cat- 
bird 21  Feb  in  Rapid  City,  SD  provided  the 
first  Feb  record  for  the  state  (p.a.,  MM).  The 
only  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  reported  was 
from  Yankton,  SD  17  Dec  (DS).  With  the  open 
winter,  sparrows  made  a good  showing.  Con- 
tinuing a recent  trend  in  North  Dakota,  a 
Chipping  Sparrow  remained  on  the  NDSU 
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Well  to  the  east  of  the  species' usual  haunts  in  the  North  Dakota  Badlands,  this  Gray-crowned 
Only  the  fifth  for  North  Dakota,  but  the  third  winter  record,  this  Carolina  Wren  was  in  Cass  Rosy-Finch  of  the  Hepburn's  subspecies  was  present  in  Barnes  County  1 9 (here  20)  December 

County  22  (here  29)  December  2006  through  4 February  2007.  Photograph  by  Joe  Gregg.  2006  through  the  end  of  the  period.  Photograph  by  Dean  Riemer. 


campus  in  Fargo  until  30  Jan  (p.a.,  DPW). 
Very  rare  in  South  Dakota  in  winter,  a Field 
Sparrow  was  in  Yankton  17  Dec  (p.a.,  DS).  Ac- 
cidental in  winter  in  South  Dakota,  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  in  Yankton  17  Dec  (p.a.,  DS) 
and  in  Fall  River  28  Dec  (p.a.,  JSP).  Furnish- 
ing the  hrst  winter  report  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  in  Pennington  2- 
4 Dec  (p.a.,  TBW).  Casual  in  winter  in  the 
Dakotas,  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  were  in 
Jamestown,  ND  15  Dec  and  27  Jan-10  Feb  in 
Lake,  SD  OSP). 

A Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  of  the  Hep- 
burn’s subspecies  was  at  a feeder  in  Barnes, 
ND  19  Dec-i-  (p.a.,  PRS,  DWR).  Pine  Gros- 


beaks made  a very  good  showing,  with  seven 
reports  in  North  Dakota  and  one  each  from 
South  Dakota  and  Montana.  The  Red  Cross- 
bill peak  in  North  Dakota  was  a flock  of  70  at 
the  Minot  Country  Club  23  Dec  (REM). 
Small  numbers  of  Hoary  Redpolls  were  wide- 
ly reported  in  North  Dakota.  A single  was  in 
Sully,  SD  6 Jan  (RDO).  In  Montana,  a single 
was  seen  intermittently  at  Ft.  Peck  (CC),  and 
one  was  in  Choteau  6 Jan  QN)- 
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Southern  Great  Plains 


W.  Ross  Silcock  i Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 


It  was  a relatively  quiet  winter  in  the  Re- 
gion for  rarities.  Of  note  are  the  increas- 
ingly larger  numbers  of  waterfowl,  cranes, 
and  icterids  lingering  or  wintering  increasing- 
ly farther  north.  Shorebird  and  waterfowl  mi- 
gration seemed  to  jump-start  early,  particular- 
ly in  southwestern  Oklahoma.  However,  also 
of  note  was  the  paucity  of  some  species  such 
as  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  and  Spotted 
Towhees  in  central  Oklahoma,  or  some 
corvids  in  western  Nebraska.  Some  observers 
have  speculated  that  West  Nile  virus  or 
drought  may  be  culprits  in  these  situations, 
but  no  connections  are  clear. 

Abbreviations:  Hackberry  (Hackberry  Flat 
W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Harlan  (Harlan  Coun- 
ty Res,  NE);  McConaughy  (L.  McConaughy 
Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS); 


Rainwater  Basin  (playa  wetlands  s.-cen.  Ne- 
braska); Red  Slough  (W.M.A.,  McCurtain, 
OK);  Sandhills  (large  area  of  native  grassland 
in  n.-cen.  Nebraska);  Tenkiller  (L.  Tenkiller; 
Sequoyah,  OK). 

GEESE  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A spectacular  estimate  of  307,000  geese,  in- 
cluding the  five  expected  species,  came  from 
Quivira  14  Dec  (fide  LM).  Unexpectedly  late 
were  5 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  Desoto 
N.W.R.,  Washington,  NE  3 Jan  (BB).  A find  in 
its  own  right  was  a dark-morph  Ross’s  Goose 
photographed  at  Harvard  Marsh,  Clay,  NE  26 
Feb  (PD).  A survey  of  traditional  Trumpeter 
Swan  wintering  areas  in  the  Sandhills  located 
166  on  2 Jan  (Nebraska  Game  and  Parks,  Jidc 
JGJ).  Wintering  Trumpeters  southward  in  the 
Region  were  widely  reported,  as  is  becoming 
the  norm,  including  14  in  Kansas  (fide  LM) 
and  as  many  as  19  in  Oklahoma  (fide]L).  Now 
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A rarity  almost  anywhere  away  from  California,  this  dark- 
morph  Ross's  Goose  was  photographed  at  Harvard  Marsh, 
Clay  County,  Nebraska  26  February  2007,  providing  just  the 
fifth  state  record  of  this  morph.  Photograph  by  Paul  Dunbar. 

the  rarer  swan  in  the  Region,  5 Tundras  were 
claimed  at  Quivira  Dec-Feb  (MR),  another  in 
Coffey,  KS  27  Jan  (MG,  AM),  4 in  Garvin,  OK 
21  Dec  (EBe),  and  2-6  in  Custer,  OK  13 
Dec-28  Jan  (BS,  EBe). 

Unusual  mid-winter  stragglers  were  2-3 
Wood  Ducks  in  Lancaster,  NE  28  Jan  and  4 
Feb  (LE).  Now  rare  in  the  Region,  the  only 
American  Black  Ducks  reported  were  2 in 
Douglas,  KS  14Jan  (MG,  AM).  An  impressive 
28,700  Mallards  were  reported  at  DeSoto 
N.W.R.,  Washington,  NE  20  Dec  (BB).  Early 
returning  Blue-winged  Teal  were  a single  in 
Tillman,  OK  25  Feb  (L&MT)  and  4 at  Red 
Slough  26  Feb  (DA).  An  excellent  count  of 
Greater  Scaup  was  86  at  McConaughy  27  Dec 
(SJD).  Elsewhere,  one  Greater  was  in  Lan- 
caster, NE  9 Jan  0QJ)>  5 in  Tillman,  OK  2 Dec 
(L63:MT),  and  6 in  Douglas,  KS  17  Dec  (PW, 
RW).  White-winged  Scoters  were  noted  in 
Doniphan,  KS  16  Dec  (2;  DC),  in  Tulsa,  OK 
10-26  Feb  (at  least  one;  JH,  SM,  m.ob.),  and 
in  Alfalfa,  OK  22  Feb  (one;  SW).  Among  the 
Black  Scoters  located  were  singles  in  Lancast- 
er, NE  1 Dec  (LE),  Butler,  KS  4 Feb  (KG), 
and  Tulsa,  OK  10-23  Feb  (TC,  m.ob.).  Two 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  in  Douglas,  KS  4 Feb 
(MG,  AM),  and  at  least  one  was  in  Tulsa,  OK 
16  Dec-Feb  (DH,  m.ob.).  A regular  occur- 
rence in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  was  the  female  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  26  Jan  (KDL),  but  up  to  4 
Barrow’s  in  Kansas  were  unusual:  2 in  Sedg- 
wick 16  Dec  (PJ),  possibly  a 3rd  at  a different 
Sedgwick  location  6 Jan  (D&FV),  and  anoth- 
er at  Quivira  9 Jan  (L&JQ).  Common  Mer- 
gansers winter  in  large  numbers  in  the  Re- 
gion; best  counts  for  each  state  were  11,750 
at  McConaughy  28  Dec  (SJD),  18,040  in 
Mitchell,  KS  17  Dec  (MR),  and  10,000  in 
Blaine,  OK  3 Feb  (NV,  DW) — the  latter  num- 
ber somewhat  remarkable  in  recent  years,  as 
Commons  have  remained  largely  n.  of  Okla- 
homa lately.  “Hundreds”  of  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers in  Blaine,  OK  3 Feb  (NV,  DWe)  and 
another  285  in  Woodward,  OK  6 Dec  (DGi) 


were  top  counts  mentioned. 

Greater  Prairie-Chickens  numbered  100+ 
in  Lincoln,  NE  28  Jan  (TJW).  The  only  Red- 
throated  Loons  reported  were  all  in  Oklaho- 
ma; singles  were  in  Oklahoma  17  Feb  (PV,  TU, 
JW),  Bryan  21  Feb  (BH),  and  3-6  were  at  the 
“loon  magnet,”  Tenkiller,  26  Jan-10  Feb 
QWA).  Up  to  8 Pacific  Loons  were  at  Tenkiller 
26  Jan-27  Feb  QWA,  m.ob.)  among  the  many 
Common  Loons,  whose  peak  count  hit  253 
on  27  Jan  QWA).  Another  healthy  count  of 
Commons  came  from  L.  Texoma,  Marshall, 
OK  8 Feb  (EBe) — 118  birds.  The  northern- 
most Commons  were  single  juvs.  in  Keith,  NE 
and  Lincoln,  NE  27  Dec  (SJD).  Now  annual  at 
Tenkiller,  a Yellow-billed  Loon  was  observed 
there  6 & 26  Jan  QWA)  and  27  Eeb  (CC).  A 
juv.  Red-necked  Grebe  was  late  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 27-28  Dec  (SJD).  Tenkiller  also 
hosted  281  Horned  Grebes  27  Jan  QWA). 
Tardy  and  wintering  were  single  Eared  Grebes 
at  Red  Slough  2 Dec  (DA)  and  Tillman,  OK  25 
Feb  (L&MT),  with  up  to  5 in  Comanche,  OK 
8 Jan  (JAG)  and  25  Feb  (GK). 

Western  Grebes  winter  in  w. 
parts  of  the  Region  in  small 
numbers,  as  open  water  permits, 
n.  as  far  as  McConaughy,  where 
“a  few”  were  present  7 Jan 
(TJW).  Elsewhere,  8 Westerns 
were  in  Kansas  through  2 Jan, 
one  on  the  latter  date  as  far  e.  as 
Linn  (AM:  fide  LM),  and  at  least 
3 were  in  Oklahoma  into  Feb 
(fide  JL),  one  of  those  e.  to 
Cherokee  (JWA).  The  only 
Clark’s  Grebes  reported  were  a 
late  single  at  McConaughy  28 
Dec  (SJD)  and  one  in  Comanche,  OK  3-25  Feb 
(L&MT,  m.ob.). 

Very  late  were  a Least  Bittern  in  Johnson,  KS 
2 Dec  (DF),  a Great  Egret  in  Sedgwick  until  3 
Dec  (H&SG),  and  a Little  Blue  Heron  in  Okla- 
homa 11  Dec  (PV).  Another  Great  Egret  win- 
tered at  Red  Slough  (DA).  Also  challenging 
their  thermoregulation  abilities  were  3 Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  in  Sedgwick  through 
at  least  12  Feb  (D&FV).  Perhaps  Nebraska’s 
first  documented  winter  record  of  a Turkey 
Vulture  came  from  Scotts  Bluff  15  Jan  (AK, 
LK).  Returning  Turkey  Vultures  were  as  far  n. 
as  Box  Butte,  NE  by  26  Feb  (KK).  Definitely  a 
Regional  “zootie”  was  the  White-tailed  Kite 
in  Oklahoma,  OK  6 Feb  (DW,  TU).  The  best 
count  of  Bald  Eagles  was  of  155  in 
Geary/Clay,  KS  8 Jan  (C&JO).  This  was  a 
normal  winter  for  Northern  Goshawks,  with 
the  3 reported  in  Kansas  being  the  most 
southerly  (fide  LM).  One  of  fewer  than  five 
records  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas  was  an  ap- 
parently wild  Harris’s  Hawk  photographed  in 


Sedgwick,  KS  11  Jan  (fide  PJ).  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  continue  to  edge  westward,  with  3 as 
far  so  as  Hatwey,  KS  (G&JF;Jtde  LM).  A late 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  in  Cleveland,  OK  18 
Dec  (MP).  Golden  Eagles  were  reported  e.  to 
Red  Slough  (ad.)  5 Feb  (DA)  and  26  & 28  Feb 
(DA).  Merlins  continue  their  more  prominent 
presence  in  the  Region,  where  they  are  now 
being  more  routinely  reported  in  towns.  The 
Peregrine  Falcon  pairs  that  nest  in  Omaha 
and  Lincoln,  NE  appear  to  be  resident  QGJ, 
GB).  A Peregrine  was  also  noted  in  Manhat- 
tan, KS  25  Feb  (DR).  A Prairie  Falcon  wan- 
dered e.  to  Linn,  KS  6 Dec  (MG),  with  a sur- 
prising 2 in  McCurtain,  OK  through  the  peri- 
od O&DV). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A King  Rail  in  Lincoln  15  Dec  was  identified 
by  its  single  kek  calls  (TJW) — if  accepted,  the 
2nd  Dec  record  for  Nebraska.  The  first  re- 
turning Sandhill  Cranes  were  in  Kearney,  NE 
5 Feb  (fide  RL);  about  10,000  were  in  the  cen. 


Platte  R.  Valley,  NE  27  Feb  (DK).  An  amazing 
48,000  lingered  at  Quivira  14  Dec  (MR). 

Continuing  a recent  trend  of  overwinter- 
ing, good  numbers  of  Greater  Yellowlegs  were 
in  Oklahoma  during  the  period,  including  82 
at  Hackberry  25  Feb  (early  migrants?)  and  27 
apparently  wintering  there  21  Jan  (L&MT). 
Another  was  as  far  n.  as  McConaughy  28  Dec 
(SJD),  and  2 were  in  Cowley,  KS  24  Dec  (GY). 
Two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  still  surprising  at 
Hackberry  25  Feb  (L&MT).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper in  McCurtain,  OK  2 Dec  (DA)  was  late 
enough,  but  another  in  Cherokee,  OK  21  Jan 
OWA)  was  a mid-winter  surprise.  Among  the 
early  arrivals  were  26  Long-billed  Curlews  at 
Hackberry  25  Feb  (L&MT).  Quite  tardy  for 
Nebraska  was  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  that  lin- 
gered in  Lancaster  until  1 Dec  (LE).  More  ex- 
pected, but  still  early,  were  6 Baird’s  at  Hack- 
berry 25  Feb  (L&MT).  More  likely  to  be  win- 
tering in  recent  years.  Dunlin  was  recorded  at 
Hackberry  2 Dec  (2;  L&MT)  and  in  Alfalfa, 
OK  16  Dec  (16;  AW  et  al.).  Also  pushing  the 


Both  rare  in  Oklahoma,  these  White-winged  and  Black  Scoters  were  photographed 

at  Lake  Keystone,  Tulsa  County  1 7 February  2007.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 
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This  nice  comparison  of  Western  and  Clark's  Grebes  comes 
from  Lake  Lawtonka,  Comanche  County,  Oklahoma  on  10 
February  2007.  Photograph  by  Lou  Truex. 

season  were  23  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Hackberry  18  Feb,  with  62  there  by  25  Feb 
(L&MT). 

Oddball  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  alternate 
plumage  appeared  in  Cedar,  NE  5 Jan  (BFH), 
Comanche,  OK  8 Jan  OAG),  Lancaster,  NE  12- 
15  Jan  (LE),  and  Oklahoma,  OK  11  Feb  (DW. 
KB,  JCu).  An  excellent  count  of  3000  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  was  made  in  Sequoyah,  OK  27  Jan 
(JWA).  California  Gulls  in  Nebraska  included 
30  presumed  migrants  tagging  along  with 
500+  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  Harlan  23  Feb 
(G&WH).  Rarer  southward,  2 California 
Gulls  were  found  in  Kansas  in  Dec  (DF,  MR, 
RP),  and  2-4  were  in  Oklahoma  through  the 
period  (JAG,  JWA,  JL,  GK).  Thayer’s  and  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  are  now  regular  in  win- 
ter throughout  the  Region;  about  18  Thayer’s 
and  8 Lesser  Black-backeds  were  tallied  from 
all  three  states  (fide  WRS,  fide  LM,  fide ]L).  An- 
other regular  in  winter.  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
reported  s.  to  Alfalfa,  OK  16  Dec  (2;  AW  et 
ah),  Blaine,  OK  3-15  Feb  (NV,  DW,  m.ob.), 
and  Oklahoma  15-24  Feb  (PV,  JW,  GK),  with 
several  in  Tulsa  through  the  period  QWA,  TC, 
JW).  A Slaty-backed  Gull  reported  (p.a.)  from 
Sarpy,  NE  21  Dec  may  have  been  the  well- 
documented  individual  found  a km  from  the 
Region,  in  Iowa,  in  late  Dec.  Two  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  were  reported;  one  in  Coffey,  KS, 
present  since  11  Nov,  was  seen  2 Dec  (DG), 
with  another  in  Cherokee,  OK  10  Feb  QWA). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  gathering 
twigs  as  early  as  23  Eeb  in  a Cheyenne,  NE 
yard  (AS).  While  also  invading  much  of  the 
Region,  the  142  White-winged  Doves  in 
Finney,  KS  11  Dec  (T62'SS)  made  a shocking 
total.  Inca  Doves,  now  regular  locally  across 
Oklahoma,  are  also  increasing  and  spreading 
in  the  Region,  with  singles  located  as  far  n. 


290 


and  w.  as  Keith,  NE  28  Dec  (ph.  SJD)  and 
Morton,  KS  30  Dec  (SP).  Spreading  more 
slowly.  Greater  Roadrunners  were  found 
Clark,  KS  28  Dec  (GP)  and  Cowley,  KS  24  Dec 
(GY).  Of  8 Snowy  Owls  reported,  7 were  in 
Kansas  (fide  LM)  and  the  other  in  Nebraska 
(SJD).  Barred  Owls  are  moving  westward, 
with  one  in  Clark,  KS  28  Dec  (GP)  and  2 in 
Jefferson,  NE  18  Feb  (RE).  Long-eared  Owls 
were  widely  reported  in  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  with  a best  count  14  in  Lancaster,  NE 
16  Dec  (fide  JG).  Only  4 Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  were  reported,  2 each  from  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  (WRS,  EB,  fide  DWo,  C&JO,  Jide 
BG).  A Red-headed  Woodpecker  in  Madison, 
NE  23  Dec  (fide  DWo)  was  northerly  for  the 
date.  Far  to  the  ne.  of  the  usual  sw.  Regional 
locations,  a female  Ladder-backed  Woodpeck- 
er appeared  in  Riley,  KS  9-11  Dec  (ph.  LJ)  in 
the  same  location  a female  had  been  seen  in 
2001  (LJ).  Another  indication  of  warming 
trends.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  again  win- 
tered more  commonly  than  usual  n.  to  se.  Ne- 
braska (fide  WRS). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WAXWIHGS 

Becoming  an  expected  event  now,  a (or  the) 
Black  Phoebe  continued  at  Broken  Bow  Dam 
in  McCurtain,  OK,  remaining  at  least  through 
10  Feb  (DA,  BH,  EBe).  Eastern  Phoebes  are 
hardy  for  flycatchers,  but  the  2 in  Neosho,  KS 
6 Jan  (RM)  and  one  in  Riley,  KS  16  Dec  (DR) 
were  pushing  their  luck.  Northern  Shrikes 
penetrated  southward  to  Cimarron,  OK  27 
Jan  OW,  MF),  and  Alfalfa,  OK  15-16  Dec 
(AW),  about  as  expected.  C.B.C.  compilers  in 
Scotts  Bluff  and  Lancaster,  NE  (AK,  JG)  noted 
the  scarcity  or  absence  of  Black-billed  Mag- 
pies; along  with  Black-capped  Chickadee  and 


American  Crow,  these  species  appear  to  have 
had  significant  population  reductions  in  re- 
cent years  in  cen.  Nebraska,  although  chick- 
adees may  be  rebounding  (fide  LRB). 

Arriving  early  were  a Purple  Martin  in  Tul- 
sa, OK  21  Feb  (PDe)  and  a Tree  Swallow  at 
Red  Slough  22  Feb  (DA).  Displaced  Rock 
Wrens  included  one  far  to  the  e.  in  McCurtain, 
OK  for  the  period  (BH,  m.ob.);  northerly  were 
2 in  Russell,  KS  through  11  Jan  (MR)  and  one 
in  Ellsworth,  KS  7 Jan  (DG).  Two  wintering 
pairs  of  Carolina  Wrens  as  far  w.  as  North 
Platte,  NE  (fide  TJW)  continued  this  species’ 
northwestward  expansion.  A tardy  or  linger- 
ing House  Wren  was  at  Quivira  14  Dec  (MR). 
Winter  Wrens  were  reported  on  Christmas 
counts  n.  to  Washington,  NE  23  Dec  (fide  JT) 
and  w.  to  Russell,  KS  16  Dec  (MR).  A norther- 
ly Sedge  Wren  was  at  Quivira  14  Dec  along 
with  24  Marsh  Wrens  (MR),  while  a norther- 
ly Marsh  Wren  was  knocking  on  South  Dako- 
ta’s door  in  Cedar,  NE  16  Jan  (MB). 

Chancing  its  metabolic  functions  was  a 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  Scotts  Bluff  16  Dec 
(AK).  Good  numbers  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  are 
remaining  well  into  Nebraska  during  Dec, 
with  143  in  Lancaster  16  Dec  (fide  JG)  and  65 
n.  to  Dodge  3 Jan  (D&JP).  Large  numbers  of 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  in  w.  Kansas:  686  in 
Barber  30  Dec  (PJ)  and  624  in  Russell  16  Dec 
(MR).  Eye-boggling  must  have  been  the 
100,000  American  Robins  estimated  in  Mc- 
Curtain, OK  21  Dec  (BH).  Always  an  exciting 
find  in  the  Region,  3 Varied  Thrushes  ap- 
peared in  se.  Nebraska  mid-Dec-23  Jan  (fide 
DL,  LE,  JK,  KL,  L&CF),  and  another  made  it 
s.  to  Ellis,  KS  1 Jan  (T&SM).  Another  dis- 
placed westerner,  a Sage  Thrasher,  made  it  e. 
as  far  as  Nowata,  OK  28  Dec  (MD),  and  our 
resident  Sioux,  NE  Curve-billed  Thrasher, 
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SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


Henslow's  Sparrow,  normally  a skulker  in  winter,  can  sorneiimes  provide  a patient  watcher  with  stunning  studies,  such  as  this 
one  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Management  Area,  McCurtain  County,  Oklahoma  17  January  2007.  Photograph  by  Berlin  Heck. 


which  arrived  in  Oct  2002,  was  still  present 
through  the  period  (fide  AK).  The  only  re- 
ports of  Bohemian  Waxwing  were  of  a flock  of 
60  in  Dawes,  NE  7-8  Feb  and  a smaller  flock 
there  21  Feb  0?)- 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  WEAVERS 

Half-hardy  parulids  w.  of  usual  sites  were  2 
Pine  Warblers  as  far  n.  as  North  Platte,  NE  7 
Dec  (TJW)  and  another  in  Cleveland,  OK  25 
Dec  QA-G).  A Western  Palm  Warbler  was  in 
Douglas,  KS  on  the  unprecedented  date  of  20 
Feb  (DG).  A Common  Yellowthroat  was  in 
Cleveland,  OK  9 Feb  (RG),  later  than  the  lat- 
est Jan  records.  Unexpected  so  far  w.  in  Okla- 
homa, Eastern  Towhees  were  in  Caddo  1 Dec 
(NV,  ME,  NH),  Comanche  21  Jan  (L&MT), 
and  Blaine,  OK  15  Eeb  (EBe,  KM).  Northerly 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  in  Riley  (DR)  and 
Shawnee,  KS  16  Dec  (GH),  and  as  many  as  18 
were  in  Alfalfa,  OK  16  Dec  (AW  et  al).  In  ad- 
dition to  Chippings,  other  half-hardy  spar- 
rows included  a Field  Sparrow  in  Clark,  KS 
28  Dec  (GP)  and  single  Vesper  Sparrows  in 
Alfalfa,  OK  16  Dec  (AW  et  al.)  and  Tulsa,  OK 
19  Jan  (GK).  At  the  likely  n.  edge  of  their 
winter  range,  up  to  5 Henslow’s  Sparrows 
were  at  Red  Slough  through  the  period  (DA, 
DWd  et  al.).  Single  Fox  Sparrows  in  Cimar- 


ron, OK  27  Jan  QW,  MF),  Otoe,  NE  17  Feb 
(L&CF),  and  Lancaster,  NE  23  Feb  (CNK) 
may  have  been  getting  a jump  on  the  season, 
although  single  Swamp  Sparrows  in  Cass,  NE 
and  Sarpy,  NE  1 Feb  (WF)  must  have  been 
wintering,  a rare  occurrence  that  far  north.  A 
regional  “zootie,”  with  fewer  than  20  records 
in  all,  a Golden-crowned  Sparrow  was  found 
in  Harvey,  KS  16  Dec  QS,  DP).  Rare  during 
winter  in  Nebraska,  2 White-winged  Juncos 
in  Dawes  3 Jan  (B&DW)  were  the  only  ones 
reported.  Snow  Buntings  were  more  in  evi- 


dence than  usual  in  Nebraska;  some  72  were 
reported  s.,  but  only  to  about  the  Platte  Valley 
(fide  WRS). 

Great-tailed  Grackles  keep  staying  farther 
n.,  in  larger  numbers,  with  80  still  in  Harlan, 
NE  1 Dec  (G&WH),  1500  in  Leaven- 
worth, KS  31  Dec  QS),  and  600+  in 
Douglas,  KS  14  Jan  (MG,  AM).  Only 
moderate  numbers  of  Purple  Finches 
appeared,  including  one  as  far  w.  as 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  2 Dec  (KDL).  Com- 
mon Redpolls  were  found  in  small 
numbers  in  Nebraska  also,  with  13 
reported,  including  9 in  Washington 
23  Dec  (EB,  WRS).  Pine  Siskins  were 
few  except  in  the  w.;  76  were  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  16  Dec  (fide  AK).  A 
candidate  for  best  bird  of  the  season 
was  the  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  pho- 
tographed near  Norfolk,  NE  3 Feb 
(MB)  and  seen  again  11  Feb  (PR, 
BFH).  This  species  has  been  gradual- 
ly expanding  northwestward  in  Iowa 
over  the  past  few  years;  the  nearest 
Iowa  record  previous  to  this  Nebras- 
ka sighting  was  some  112  km  e.  of  the  Ne- 
braska border. 
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& Jane  Queal  (L&JQ),  Mike  Rader,  David 
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Doug  Wood  (DWd),  Jimmy  Woodard,  Shane 
Woolbright.  © 
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Extending  its  range  from  Iowa,  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  made  its  Nebraska 
debut  at  Norfolk,  Madison  County  3 (here)  through  1 1 February  2007. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Brogie. 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  • NUMBER  2 


291 


Mark  W.  Lockwood  | Randy  Pinkston 
Ron  Weeks 


This  winter  season  had  more  that  its 
share  of  inclement  weather.  On  the 
positive  side,  this  did  mean  above-av- 
erage precipitation  in  many  areas  of  the  state. 
However,  several  observers  reported  impacts 
to  bird  populations  and  in  a few  cases  die-offs 
of  swallows  and  other  less-hardy  species.  This 
weather  did  not  bring  with  it  invasions  of 
finches,  jays,  or  some  of  the  more  regular 
montane  species.  Notable  by  their  near-ab- 
sences  were  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Purple 
Finch,  and  Pine  Siskin.  Good  numbers  of 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  reported  through- 
out the  western  half  of  the  state  and  above-av- 
erage numbers  of  Western  Bluebirds  in  the 
northwest  and  Trans-Pecos.  Overall,  the  sea- 
son was  a mixed  bag,  and  many  observers  re- 
ported that  the  birding  was  generally  lacklus- 
ter. North-central  Texas  seemed  to  be  the  hot 
spot  of  rarities  in  the  state,  with  several 
species  of  unusual  gulls,  Costas  Humming- 
bird, Snow  Bunting,  and  Common  Redpoll. 
However,  these  highlights  did  not  overshad- 
ow the  fact  that  many  other  more  regularly 
occurring  winter  residents  seemed  to  be  in 
low  numbers,  presumably  due  to  the  sus- 
tained drought  conditions  in  various  regions 
of  the  state. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

A blue-morph  Ross’s  Goose  was  at  McNary 
Res.,  Hudspeth  17  Dec-7  Jan  (BZ,  JPa).  A 
white  morph  at  L.  Waco  18  Dec  (EH,  KA)  was 
just  the  3rd  for  McLennan.  One  to  3 Cackling 
Geese  stayed  with  a small  flock  of  Canada 
Geese  at  McNary  and  Ft.  Hancock  reservoirs 
7-28  Jan  OPa)  for  just  the  2nd  Hudspeth 
record.  A Brant  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  4-5  Jan 
(CSt,  ph.,  tBB  et  al.)  was  the  22nd  for  Texas 
and  the  7th  for  the  South  Plains.  Tundra 
Swans  were  reported  in  hve  locations,  includ- 
ing 6 near  Quanah,  Hardeman  5-8  Jan  (ph. 


SWe,  DPo  et  al.)  and  3 near  Clarksville,  Red 
River  25  Jan-25  Feb  OSm,  ph.  MWh),  the  lat- 
ter providing  only  the  2nd  record  for  ne. 
Texas  since  1984.  The  only  Eurasian  Wigeons 
were  males  at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El 
Paso  29  Dec-10  Feb  (ph.,  tJSp,  m.ob.)  and  at 
O.  H.  Ivie  Res.,  Concho  2 Dec-28  Jan  (tJaP  et 
al.).  Cinnamon  Teal  were  reported  in  above- 
average  numbers  in  the  El  Paso  area  and  the 
Upper  Texas  Coast.  Greater  Scaup  were  more 
common  than  usual  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with  an 
impressive  inland  total  of  48  at  L.  Diversion, 
Archer  3 Feb  (DDC,  DL,  GCo).  An  ad.  male 
Common  Eider  was  collected  by  a hunter  in 
the  n.  Laguna  Madre,  Nueces  8 Jan  (fide  KKr); 
the  bird  was  subsequently  photographed  and 
will  be  a first  state  record  if  accepted  by  the 
state  bird  records  committee.  A Surf  Scoter  in 
the  Brownsville  Ship  Channel,  Cameron  17 
Dec  (BMc)  was  s.  of  its  normal  range.  Inland 
White-winged  Scoters  in- 
cluded one  that  wintered  at 
Firestation  Pond,  Grayson 
(TR)  and  4 noted  at  Joe 
Pool  L.,  Dallas  18  Feb 
(DRi).  Single  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  at  Hagerman 
N.W.R.,  Grayson  2 Dec 
(TR),  Padre  Island  National 
Seashore,  Kenedy  13  Dec 
(PKn),  Galveston’s  East 
Beach  30  Dec  OSO,  and  Sea 
Rim  S.P.,  Jefferson  31  Dec 
(SMa,  JPi,  LH).  Common 
Mergansers  were  more 
common  than  usual  in  n.- 
cen.  Texas,  with  8 seen  at 
Hagerman  N.W.R.,  Grayson 
2 Dec  (TR). 

Red-throated  Loons  were 
seen  at  Hagerman  N.W.R., 

Grayson,  with  one  10  Feb 
(GCo,  TR)  and  2 on  25  Feb 
(TR,  BoS);  a single  was  at  L. 

Buchanan,  Llano  10-12  Dec 
(ph.  TFe).  Pacific  Loons 
were  reported  on  L.  Waco, 

McLennan  16  Dec  (FB, 

JMu),  L.  Ray  Roberts,  Den- 
ton 23  Dec  (BFr),  L. 

Lewisville,  Denton  31  Dec 
(MR),  Canyon  L.,  Comal  21 
Jan  and  13  Feb  (DPu),  and 
L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  10 
Dec-4  Feb  (RKi).  Up  to  8 
Common  Loons  at  L. 

Meredith,  Hutchinson  3-28 
Dec  (BPi,  RC,  LS)  was  a 
high  count  for  the  Panhandle.  An  impressive 
29  Western  Grebes  were  tallied  on  L. 
Buchanan,  Llano  3 Jan  (TFe).  Horned  Grebe 


numbers  were  up,  with  estimates  reaching 
5000  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  in  mid-Feb  (RKi). 
A Red-necked  Grebe  was  observed  at  L.  Kick- 
apoo.  Archer  28  Jan-4  Mar  (tSLo,  DHo,  DPa 
et  al.),  representing  a first  county  record.  An 
impressive  six  grebe  species  including  the 
Red-necked  and  a Clark’s  Grebe  were  noted  in 
Archer  3 Feb  (DDC,  DL,  GCo). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Brown  Pelican  was  inland  at  L.  Alan  Henry, 
Garza  17  Feb  QRo)-  An  impressive  count  of 
128  Anhingas  was  made  at  San  Bernard 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria/Matagorda  15  Dec  (m.ob.). 
A Neotropic  Cormorant  in  Hunt  4 Jan  (MWh) 
may  provide  a county  first  record.  A Reddish 
Egret  at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  12  Feb  (EM)  rep- 
resented just  the  2nd  record  for  the  South 
Plains;  one  that  turned  up  at  Stillhouse  Hol- 
low L.,  Bell  in  late  Oct  was  present  until  7 Jan 


(RPi,  RKo).  A Tricolored  Heron  at  L.  Sam 
Rayburn,  San  Augustine  7 Dec  (DWo)  was 
very  late  for  East  Texas.  A Glossy  Ibis  ob- 


When  this  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  area  birders  in 
Lubbock,  Texas,  it  had  been  present  for  several  weeks.  It  roosted  in  the  same  loca- 
tion from  9 February  through  14  (here  3)  March  2007.  Photograph  by  Brandon  Best. 
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Perhaps  the  mest  astonishing  find  of  the  season  was  this  Eastern  Kingbird  at  San  Antonio's  Mitchell  Lake,  Bexar  County  26 
January  2807.  This  represents  the  first  fully  documented  winter  record  for  Texas.  Pbatogmph  by  Howard  Eskin. 


served  at  Calaveras  L.,  Bexar  10  Feb  (MR, 
SCo)  provided  a rare  inland  record.  A Wood 
Stork  at  La  Sal  del  Rey,  Hidalgo  22  Dec  (DJ) 
furnished  a rare  local  winter  record. 

Out-of-rangeTurkey  Vultures  included  one 
at  L.  Meredith,  Hutchinson  3 Dec  (BPi),  one 
near  Clairemont,  Kent  24  Dec  (AH),  and  up  to 
6 at  El  Paso  until  4 Jan  (JSj}).  A White-tailed 
Kite  at  Palo  Duro  Canyon,  Randall  11  Jan 
(RM)  represented  the  first  winter  record  for 
the  Panhandle,  and  2 near  Girard,  Kent  24 
Dec  (AH)  made  the  2nd  winter  record  for  the 
South  Plains.  Out-of-range  Bald  Eagles  in- 
cluded a first-year  bird  at  Laguna  Atascosa, 
Cameron  3 Feb  (SBa)  and  an  ad.  at  Hazel 
Bazemore  County  Park,  Nueces  7 Dec  Qhlc). 
A Common  Black-Hawk  was  at  Salineno, 
Starr  10  Feb  (KE).  Extralimital  Harris’s 
Hawks  were  near  Sutherland  Springs,  Wilson 
2 Feb  (LBl),  in  Somervell  24  Dec  (MR,  SCo), 
and  on  the  Freeport  C.B.C.,  Brazoria  15  Dec 
(6  birds;  m.ob.) — the  latter  part  of  record- 
high  numbers  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast. 
Four  reports  of  wintering  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  from  the  cen.  Trans-Pecos  were  excep- 
tional (m.ob.).  Ferruginous  Hawks  were  re- 
ported farther  s.  than  expected,  with  3 in 
Kenedy  29  Dec  (BFr)  and  a single  at  La  Sal  de 
Vieja,  Wiiiflcy  17  Feb  (MHa).  The  Crested 
Caracara  expansion  continued,  with  a first 
record  for  Leon  in  the  Central  Brazos  Valley 
23  Jan  (DWi)  and  singles  along  Win- 
scott-Plover  Rd.,  Tarrant  11  Dec  (JGe)  and 
elsewhere  in  Tarrant  24  Dec  (MR,  SCo).  Mer- 
lins were  reported  in  above-average  numbers, 
with  rare  East  Texas  sightings  in  Angelina, 
Harrison,  and  two  locations  in  Nacogdoches 
(fide  DWo,  PBa).  An  imm.  Aplomado  Falcon 
wandered  to  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  14 
Dec  (]St).  Prairie  Falcons  were  found  s.  to  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  with  one  e.  of  Har- 
lingen, Cameron  23  Dec  (MG)  and  2 near  Se- 
bastian, Willacy  26  Dec  (DJ). 

RAILS  THROUGH  6ULLS 

Four  Black  Rails  were  found  at  Sargent, 
Matagorda  15  Dec,  and  an  amazing  13  were 
found  in  this  same  location  later  in  the  period 
(JWi,  CB  et  al).  A Purple  Gallinule  at  Brazos 
Bend  S.R,  Fort  Bend  4 Feb  (BT,  BGo,  ph.  GLa) 
may  represent  the  first  Feb  record  for  the  Up- 
per Texas  Coast.  Three  Common  Moorhens  at 
Gibbon  Creek  28  Dec  (L&THH,  SWH)  pro- 
vided the  2nd  winter  record  for  Grimes.  Five 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  near  Huntsville,  Walker 
25  Dec  (RBe),  and  a flock  was  heard  near  the 
Trinity  R.  the  same  day  (DwK),  providing  the 
first  winter  reports  from  the  Pineywoods.  The 
Whooping  Crane  flock  at  Aransas  N.W.R., 
Aransas  was  estimated  at  237  individuals;  no 
mortality  was  recorded  for  the  season  (TSt). 


Four  Snowy  Plovers  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains 
3 Dec  (MWh)  were  late,  while  35  found  at  La 
Sal  del  Rey,  Hidalgo  21  Jan  (DJ)  made  a high 
count  for  an  inland  location.  High  winter 
counts  of  Wilson’s  Plovers  came  from  East 
Beach,  Galveston:  10  there  17  Dec  (MWh)  and 
16  on  31  Dec  (TE).  Nine  Mountain  Plovers 
found  in  agricultural  fields  near  Dell  City, 
Hudspeth  27  Jan  (LBa)  were  further  evidence 
that  the  species  winters  there.  Counts  of  250 
Mountain  Plovers  near  Knippa,  Uvalde  17 
Dec  (MHe)  and  100  in  Bexar  20  Jan  (BD) 
were  encouraging.  Solitary  Sandpiper  num- 
bers were  up,  with  4 counted  on  the  Austin 
C.B.C.,  Travis  16  Dec  (m.ob.),  one  at  Lub- 
bock, Lubbock  16  Dec  (PKi),  and  another  at 
Alazan  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  17  Dec 
(ph.  DWo).  Wintering  Solitary  Sandpipers 
were  noted  at  Waco,  McLennan  (JY)  and  in 
Harris  (DD).  A Whimbrel  on  the  Katy  Prairie, 
Harris  3 Dec  QGr)  was  unusual,  as  this 
species  is  extremely  rare  away  from  the  im- 
mediate coast  in  winter.  Single  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  reported  at  Miller’s  Creek  Res., 
Throckmorton  22  Dec  (GCo,  TR,  DHi,  BoS) 
and  in  ne.  Travis  3 Jan  (BFr).  An  impressive  8 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at  Brazoria  N.W.R., 
Brazoria  17  Dec  (BN).  A Dunlin  found  at  L. 
Waco  7 Dec  (EH)  furnished  a first  winter 
record  for  McLennan.  An  American  Wood- 
cock near  Quanah,  Hardeman  5 Jan  (MT)  is 
believed  to  mark  a first  county  record,  while 
another  at  Bentsen  S.P.,  Hidalgo  17  Jan 
(R&MS)  was  a rare  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 
record.  A Wilson’s  Phalarope  lingered  until  17 
Dec  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  (BZ);  perhaps 
more  expected  were  109  at  La  Sal  del  Rey,  Hi- 


dalgo 17  Dec  (DJ). 

Noteworthy  were  4 Laughing  Gulls  on  L. 
Pflugerville,  Travis  20  Dec  (ph.  TFe).  A count 
of  20  Franklin’s  Gulls  at  Houston  area  land- 
fills, Harris  20  Dec  (MR)  indicates  how  many 
of  these  birds  linger  into  early  winter;  also, 
one  was  at  White  Rock  L.,  Dallas  6 Jan  (BGi) 
and  one  along  the  Houston  Ship  Channel, 
Harris  3 Feb  (CTL).  A Little  Gull  was  ob- 
served at  L.  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  10  Dec  and 
27  Jan  (TGCo,  TR,  BoS);  2 were  at  White 
Rock  L.,  Dallas  1 Jan+  (CR,  BoS,  tm.ob.).  An 
ad.  Black-headed  Gull  was  observed  at  L. 
Lewisville,  Denton  1 Jan  (tMR,  SCo).  A Bona- 
parte’s Gull  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  17 
Dec  (AH,  m.ob.)  was  a rare  find  for  the  South 
Plains.  A Mew  Gull  was  at  L.  Lewisville,  Den- 
ton 31  Dec  (tMR).  Inland  California  Gulls 
were  seen  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Hunt  20  Nov 
(MWh)  and  at  White  Rock  L.,  Dallas  17  Dec 
and  27  Jan  (GCo,  BoS).  First-winter  Thayer’s 
Gulls  were  observed  at  a Houston  landfill, 
Harris  20  Dec  (MR)  and  at  L.  Tawakoni, 
Rains  31  Dec  (MWh);  ads.  were  reported 
from  Galveston  28  Jan  and  28  Feb  (MA).  A 
first-winter  Iceland  Gull  was  well  document- 
ed at  a Houston  area  landfill,  Harris  20  Dec-h 
(tMR);  another  in  New  Mexico  5 Dec-26 
Feb  was  observed  intermittently  and  pho- 
tographed in  w.  El  Paso  25  Dec-10  Feb  (tph. 
JPa,  BZ).  Pending  acceptance,  this  record  is 
potentially  a first  for  the  Trans-Pecos.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to  be  reported 
in  large  numbers  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast 
(CTL,  MR).  Also,  at  least  4 wintered  on  vari- 
ous n.-cen.  lakes  (GCo,  PBa,  JSi,  KL  et  al);  an 
ad.  at  L.  Livingston,  Polk  2 Jan  (RSc)  repre- 
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sents  only  the  4th  Pineywoods  record;  and  a 
first-winter  bird  in  El  Paso  26  & 31  Dec  (BZ) 
makes  just  the  3rd  county  record.  Glaucous 
Gulls  were  found  at  two  Galveston  locations 
30  Dec  (TSo)  and  20  Jan  (TKi  et  al),  at  El- 
liott landfill,  Nueces  3 Feb  (SCo,  MR,  WS), 
and  along  the  Houston  Ship  Channel,  Harris 
24  Feb  (HL).  Reid’s  census  work  of  Houston 
area  landfills  yielded  photographs  of  first- 
winter  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  on  20  Dec 
and  21  Feb. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  increase 
on  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  with  a jump  on 
the  Tyler  C.B.C.,  Smith  from  7 on 
last  year’s  count  to  33  this  year  be- 
ing typical  of  the  growing  popula- 
tion (A&KB).  White-winged 
Doves  reached  a new  high  of  1020 
on  the  Bell  County  C.B.C.,  nearly 
doubling  the  previous  high.  One  at 
Terrell,  Kaufman  24  Feb  was  a 
county  first  (RKi).  A high  count  of 
570  Green  Parakeets  was  tallied  at 
Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hidalgo  16  Dec 
(MCa  et  ah).  Two  Ferruginous 
Pygmy-Owls  were  once  again  pres- 
ent at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  throughout 
the  period  QRo);  also  of  interest 
were  calling  birds  near  Salineno, 

Starr  6-7  Feb  and  near  Mission, 

Hidalgo  9 Feb  (SBa).  Three  Elf 
Owls  at  Devil’s  Sinkhole  State  Nat- 
ural Area,  Edwards  14  Dec  (ML)  provided  a 
first  winter  record  for  the  Edwards  Plateau. 
Burrowing  Owls  were  plentiful  in  cen.  Texas, 
with  reports  of  3 in  Bell,  9 in  Williamson 
(TFe),  and  one  in  McLennan  (JE).  Singles 
were  at  Sea  Rim  S.P.,  Jefferson  31  Dec  (JWh) 
and  at  Fort  Travis  Park,  Galveston  27  Jan-6 
Feb  (BH  et  al).  Five  roosts  totaling  approxi- 
mately 30  Long-eared  Owls  were  found  in  El 
Paso  and  Hudspeth  (JPa  et  al.),  possibly  a re- 
sult of  abundant  autumn  rainfall  creating  a 
large  prey  base.  There  were  multiple  reports 
of  Short-eared  Owls  from  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley,  including  one  on  S.  Padre  1., 
Cameron  5 Dec  (RA),  3 and  a road-killed  in- 
dividual near  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  25  Dec  (MG), 
and  another  at  Bentsen  3 Jan  and  22  Jan  (MG 
et  al).  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  in  Lubbock 
9 Feb-14  Mar  (D&KH,  tph.  BB,  m.ob.)  was 
well  photographed  and  represented  the  3rd 
record  for  the  South  Plains. 

A Lesser  Nighthawk  at  High  I.,  Galveston 
29  Jan  (WB)  constituted  a rare  winter  record. 
A Common  Nighthawk  over  Lufkin,  Angelina 
5 Dec  (LD)  was  only  the  2nd  winter  record 
for  the  Pineywoods.  Common  Nighthawks 
were  more  conspicuous  than  usual  on  the  Up- 


per Texas  Coast,  with  birds  reported  12  Dec  in 
sw.  Houston,  Harris  (KKi),  8 Feb  at  High  I., 
Galveston  (CD),  and  18-19  Feb  in  Cove, 
Chambers  (PF).  Another  was  reported  at 
White  Rock  L,  Dallas  16  Dec  (GCo,  BGi).  A 
Common  Poorwill  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby 
30  Dec  (AH,  m.ob.)  was  a rare  record  for  the 
South  Plains.  Above-average  numbers  of  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbirds  were  reported  on  the 
Upper  Texas  Coast,  including  5 at  Freeport, 
Brazoria  17  Dec  (m.ob.).  Amazingly  early  was 
a Black-chinned  Hummingbird  near  Utopia, 
Uvalde  28  Feb  (MHe).  Accidental  e.  of  the 
Trans-Pecos,  an  imm.  male  Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  at  Hudson’s  Oaks,  Parker  20 


Nov-20  Feb  (MWa,  tm.ob.).  The  bird,  which 
was  extensively  photographed,  endured  sev- 
eral bouts  of  snow  and  inclement  weather  and 
developed  to  maturity  before  the  eyes  of 
many  observers.  An  imm.  male  Costa’s  was 
found  in  Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  18  Dec 
(tBFr).  A Calliope  Hummingbird  was  report- 
ed from  Houston,  Hanis  3 Feb+  (J&WR).  A 
female  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was 
banded  in  Fort  Davis,  Jeff  Davis  3 Jan+  (KB), 
providing  a very  rare  winter  Trans-Pecos 
record.  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  were  re- 
ported in  above-average  numbers  on  the  Up- 
per Texas  Coast  this  winter,  including  one  in 
Montgomery  until  20  Jan  (Brad  Lirette),  while 
another  was  present  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  8 
Dec-1-  (MHe).  Up  to  8 Allen’s  Hummingbirds 
were  reported  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast,  in- 
cluding 4 in  the  Houston  area,  Harris  (CB,  JH, 
J&WR,  DVe);  4 more  were  banded  in  Brazo- 
ria (CB,  R&KL).  An  ad.  male  Allen’s  was  pres- 
ent through  27  Feb  in  Heindel’s  yard  near 
Utopia,  Uvalde  and  was  likely  a returning  bird 
from  the  previous  winter.  One  or  more 
Ringed  Kingfishers  were  observed  along  the 
Lampasas  R.  near  Youngsport,  Bell  (GCr).  An 
imm.  Red-headed  Woodpecker  spent  the  win- 


ter near  Utopia  in  Bandera  (fide  MHe).  A well- 
described  Red-naped  Sapsucker  found  in  Bra- 
zoria 17  Dec  (I A)  was  the  3rd  for  the  Upper 
Texas  Coast.  A Downy  Woodpecker  in  w.  El 
Paso  2-4  Jan  was  very  rare  QPa,  ph.  BZ). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
SWALLOWS 

A Greater  Pewee  near  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff  Davis  19 
Dec-23  Jan  (T&CH,  m.ob.,  ph.)  was  only  the 
2nd  winter  record  for  Texas.  Least  Flycatchers 
were  reported  from  several  locations,  with  a 
record  8 seen  on  the  Freeport  C.B.C.,  Brazoria 
17  Dec.  Unprecedented  for  the  Pineywoods,  a 
possible  Hammond’s  Flycatcher  was  observed 
in  San  Augustine  7 Dec  (DWo).  An- 
other Hammond’s  was  pho- 
tographed at  Hueco  Tanks  State  His- 
toric Site,  El  Paso  16  Jan  (StL), 
where  there  are  fewer  than  five  local 
winter  records.  A Dusky  Flycatcher 
found  in  w.  El  Paso  2-4  Jan  (BZ,  ph. 
JPa)  was  only  the  2nd  El  Paso  win- 
ter record.  The  Black  Phoebe  in  nw. 
Houston,  Harris,  present  since  the 
fall,  remained  through  the  period 
(SGa  et  al).  Another  Black  Phoebe 
near  Justiceburg,  Garza  2 Dec  (BB) 
was  noteworthy  for  the  South 
Plains.  A Say’s  Phoebe  in  Randall  17 
Dec  (LS)  was  very  rare  for  the  Pan- 
handle. Up  to  3 Great  Kiskadees 
were  evident  this  winter  on  the  Katy 
Prairie,  Harris/Waller.  Couch’s/ 
Tropical  Kingbirds  were  reported  from  the 
Galveston  and  Freeport  Christmas  counts,  in 
addition  to  birds  seen  on  the  Katy  Prairie, 
Waller  (m.ob.),  Galveston,  Galveston  (LR),  and 
Cullinan  Park,  Fort  Bend  QB).  Western  King- 
birds were  observed  at  Freeport,  Brazoria  17 
Dec  (FC)  and  at  Sea  Rim  S.P.,  Jefferson  31  Dec 
(BT,  HJ).  Amazingly,  an  Eastern  Kingbird  at 
Mitchell  L.,  Bexar  26  Jan  (P&BM,  ph.  HE)  pro- 
vided the  first  fully  documented  winter  record 
for  the  state.  A very  late  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  seen  27  Dec  in  Denton  (BGi);  oth- 
ers lingered  through  30  Dec  at  scattered  loca- 
tions farther  south. 

The  continued  decline  of  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  in  the  Pineywoods  was  noted  on  sev- 
eral regional  C.B.C.s.  The  Northern  Shrike 
previously  found  11  Nov  near  Hagerman 
N.W.R.,  Grayson  continued  through  the  re- 
porting period  (LLe,  m.ob.);  another  was  re- 
ported at  L.  Meredith,  Hutchinson  3 Dec  (BPi). 
A Yellow-throated  Vireo  was  at  Sabal  Palm 
Sanctuary,  Cameron  4 Feb  (DBe).  A Cassin’s 
Vireo  was  reported  from  Galveston  11  Dec 
OSt).  Only  3 Brown  Jays  are  known  to  exist  in 
Texas  as  of  this  winter,  attending  feeders  at 
Salineno  and  Chapeno,  Starr  throughout  the 


This  Yellow-throated  Warbler  frequented  a peanut  butter  feeder  at  Lake  L B.  Johnson, 
Burnet  County  from  late  January  through  late  (here  5)  February  2007.  This  unexpected  find 
represented  the  first  documented  winter  record  for  the  Texas  Hill  Country.  Photograph 
by  David  Bryant. 
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season.  As  recently  as  the  early  1980s,  50+ 
could  be  found  daily  along  the  same  Rio 
Grande  woodlands.  Two  Fish  Crows  were  new 
for  the  Longview  C.B.C.  in  Gregg  16  Dec  (fide 
PBa);  4 in  Angel  Park,  Harris  10  Feb  (Dave 
Allen)  reflect  a rising  number  of  sightings 
from  this  area.  A Chihuahuan  Raven  reported 
in  Stephens  28  Jan  (GCo,  RH)  was  a seasonal 
rarity.  Three  Purple  Martins  in  Clarendon, 
Donley  28  Feb  O&VT)  represented  a very  ear- 
ly arrival  date  for  the  Panhandle.  Early  Cliff 
Swallows  were  found  in  Midland  25  Feb 
(A&DK);  more  unexpected  were  4 at  L.  Ar- 
rowhead, Archer  27  Feb  (SLo).  Cave  Swallows 
continue  to  push  northward;  good  numbers 
wintered  as  far  n.  as  Austin,  Travis,  dnd  Gib- 
bons Creek,  Grimes.  However,  a late  Jan  ice 
storm  dealt  a blow  to  some  populations.  This 
was  the  case  in  Brazos,  where  a roosting  pop- 
ulation in  College  Station  dropped  from  100- 
120  to  only  15,  with  numerous  dead  found  in 
the  vicinity  (ER).  Two  Cave  Swallows  near 
Clairemont,  Kent  23  Feb  (AH)  were  early  ar- 
rivals on  the  South  Plains.  Quite  unusual  in 
the  Trans-Pecos  were  2 Barn  Swallows  in  El 
Paso  26  Dec-18  Jan  (JPa,  BZ,  JSp). 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

A White-breasted  Nuthatch  at  Sea  Rim  S.P., 
Jefferson  31  Dec  (BT)  was  at  an  unexpected  lo- 
cation. Rock  Wrens  lingered  from  the  fall  at 
several  locations  well  e.  of  the  expected  range, 
including  2 at  L.  Tawakoni  S.R,  Hunt  (RKi), 
up  to  3 at  Miller’s  Creek  Res.,  Baylor  (GCo, 
BGi,  PBi  et  al),  and  one  at  L.  Georgetown, 
Williamson  (TFe)  through  the  season.  Single 
Rock  Wrens  were  also  present  at  Stillhouse 
Hollow  Res.,  Bell  until  28  Jan  (RPi)  and 
Wright  Patman  L.,  Cass  until  21  Jan  (MD).  A 
House  Wren  at  Mitchell  Creek,  Donley  17  Dec 
(BPi)  afforded  a rare  winter  record  for  the  Pan- 
handle. Winter  Wrens  were  found  in  higher 
numbers  than  normal  on  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast;  in  the  Trans-Pecos,  single  birds  were 
near  Ft.  Hancock,  Hudspeth  17  Dec  (MSc,  JZ), 
Ft.  Bliss,  El  Paso  28  Dec-7  Feb  (DBr,  BPe,  BZ), 
and  at  Big  Bend  N.E,  Brewster  30  Dec  (fide 
MF).  A Sedge  Wren  at  L.  Meredith,  Potter  17 
Dec  (fide  RM)  was  only  the  7th  record  for  the 
Panhandle.  Large  numbers  of  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  present  in  the  e.  half  of 
the  state,  with  record-high  counts  recorded  on 
many  Christmas  counts.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
ers  lingered  into  the  winter  in  n.-cen.  Texas, 
with  2 at  Hubbard  Creek  L.,  Stephens  1 Dec 
(DP),  one  in  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant  16  Dec 
(DRo,  SJ),  and  one  in  Johnson  14  Jan  (MR). 

A count  of  46  Western  Bluebirds  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  17  Dec  (BB,  AH) 
represented  a new  high  for  the  South  Plains, 
and  one  was  farther  e.  at  White  River  L.,  Cros- 


by 30  Dec  (RKo,  PKi).  Mountain  Bluebirds 
staged  a major  irruption  eastward:  flocks  of 
birds  were  seen  at  many  locations  in  the  Hill 
Country,  including  sites  as  far  e.  as  Killeen, 
Bell  (RKo),  Menard  (RPi),  Blanco  (BSt), 
Throckmorton  (m.ob.),  and  McCulloch  (DF, 
BoF).  A Varied  Thrush  was  at  Balcones 
Canyonlands  N.W.R.,  Travis  2 Jan  (tCSe).  Af- 
ter a banner  fall  with  Sage  Thrashers  dispers- 
ing eastward,  few  were  noted  in  the  winter: 
singles  at  Peach  Point  W.M.A.,  Brazoria  (GL 
et  al.)  and  near  Choke  Canyon  S.E,  Live  Oak 
21  Jan  (SGr,  RW,  DPe)  and  2 in  Throckmorton 
18  Feb  (GCo,  BoS).  A Crissal  Thrasher  was  at 
Soda  L.,  Midland  28-29  Jan  (DKe,  RMS). 

Lingering  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  at 
San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  2 Dec  (ph.  MB) 
and  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron  18  Dec 
(C&LL,  RH).  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at 
L.  Meredith,  Potter  17  Dec  (fide  RM)  provided 
a very  rare  winter  Panhandle  record.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  was  in  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant 
16  Dec  (TG).  A Northern  Parula  at  High  1., 
Galveston  2 Dec  (]K)  may  have  been  a linger- 
ing migrant,  but  one  at  Sheldon  Lake  S.P., 
Harris  7 Jan  (SMe)  was  likely  a wintering  bird. 
A Tropical  Parula  at  Aransas  N.W.R.,  Aransas 
10  Jan  (]Mc)  was  n.  of  the  species’  normal 
range.  A Magnolia  Warbler  was  well  described 
at  Brazos  Bend  S.P.,  Fort  Bend  9 Jan  (]B).  A 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  in  El  Paso  27 
Dec  (DBr,  BPe)  was  only  the  2nd  for  El  Paso 


One  of  the  birds  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  this  Snow  Bynting 
present  at  Lake  Lewisville,  Denton  County  from  26  (here  27) 
December  2066  through  1 3 January  2007.  This  individual  of- 
ten associated  with  a large  group  ef  Killdeer  and  represents 
the  seventh  state  record.  Photograph  by  Brian  Gibbons. 

in  winter;  singles  elsewhere  were  in  San  Anto- 
nio, Bexar  7 Dec  (HR)  and  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  30  Dec  (MF).  Two  Townsend’s  War- 
blers were  at  Anzalduas  County  Park,  Hidalgo 
5 Dec+  (BMc,  MG),  as  was  a Hermit  Warbler 
5 Dec+  (MG,  RSn,  m.ob.).  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  was  present  at  Lake  L.  B.  Johnson, 
Burnet  late  Jan-late  Feb  (ph.  DaB),  making  a 
first  documented  winter  record  for  the  Hill 
Country;  another  wintering  bird  was  reported 
at  Utopia,  Uvalde  (MHe);  and  singles  were 
also  found  at  Pearland,  Harris  30  Dec-13  Jan 
(ph.  DWh)  and  Houston,  Harris  1 Dec-13  Jan 
QK  et  al.).  A Pine  Warbler  at  Lubbock,  Lub- 
bock 10  Dec-28  Jan  (WWe,  AH)  provided  a 


rare  local  record.  A Palm  Warbler  in  Mason  14 
Dec-2  Jan  (DF)  provided  a very  rare  Hill 
Country  record;  one  apparently  wintered  at 
Austin,  Travis  (EF).  A Black-and-white  War- 
bler in  Midland,  Midland  20  Dec  (WWi)  pro- 
vided a first  local  winter  record.  An  American 
Redstart  was  in  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  30  Dec  (DJ). 
Prothonotary  Warblers  were  found  on  the 
Guadalupe  Delta,  Refugio  1 Jan  (L&PS)  and 
on  the  King  Ranch,  Kleberg  2 Feb  (BW).  A 
Northern  Waterthrush  was  at  Brazos  Bend 
S.E,  Fort  Bend  9 Jan  (JK  et  al.).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  at  San  Antonio,  Bexar  28  Jan-14 
Feb  (DM,  WS,  CHa)  provided  an  unexpected 
cen.  Texas  record.  Two  birds  believed  to  be 
Gray-crowned  Yellowthroats  were  briefly  ob- 
served at  the  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron  2 
Dec  (BMc);  though  these  were  reported 
through  the  remainder  of  season,  no  docu- 
mentation was  received.  A female  Hooded 
Warbler  at  Brazos  Bend  S.P.,  Fort  Bend  13  Jan 
(DWh)  may  have  wintered  locally.  A Wilson’s 
Warbler  at  Big  Bend  N.P.,  Brewster  30  Dec 
(fide  MF)  provided  a rare  winter  record  for  the 
park.  A Summer  Tanager  was  at  San  Antonio, 
Bexar  26  Jan  (HR). 

TOWIEES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Canyon  Towhees  were  noted  in  s.  Throckmor- 
ton 31  Dec  (DDC,  DL)  and  18  Feb  (GCo,  BS). 
A Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  w.  Williamson  19 
Jan  (BSt)  and  a few  in  Bastrop  24  Jan  (BFe) 
provided  rare  winter  records  for  cen.  Texas.  A 
Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  at  La  Sal  del  Rey  Hi- 
dalgo 28  Jan  (ST)  was  well  e.  of  the  expected 
range.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  wandered  a bit 
westward,  with  one  at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  16 
Dec  (AH,  m.ob.),  2 at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bai- 
ley 17  Dec  (PKi,  m.ob.),  and  one  near  Girard, 
Kent  24  Dec  (AH).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  at  El 
Paso  13  Feb-4  Mar  (JSp,  ph.  JP)  provided  a 
rare  El  Paso  record.  An  Oregon  junco  in  Tem- 
ple, Bell  11-28  Feb  (RPi)  was  e.  of  the  normal 
range.  A flock  of  300  Lapland  Longspurs  near 
Matador,  Motley  21  Jan  (BB)  was  a good  count; 
up  to  8 were  at  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  14- 
17  Dec,  with  2 remaining  until  2 Jan  (DWo). 
Very  rare  for  the  Pineywoods,  a flock  of  6 
Smith’s  Longspurs  was  at  Nacogdoches  17  Dec 
(DWo  et  al).  One  of  the  birds  of  the  season 
was  a Snow  Bunting  at  L.  Lewisville,  Denton 
26  Dec-13  Jan  (tKL,  m.ob.). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  wintered  in  un- 
precedented numbers  in  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley.  Highlighting  this  occurrence 
was  up  to  9 birds  at  Bentsen  S.E,  Hidalgo  15 
Feb  (RR).  Farther  n.,  singles  were  at  Dallas, 
Dallas  16  Dec  (ShB)  and  near  Mathis,  Live 
Oak  4 Feb  (RBr).  Black-headed  Grosbeaks 
were  found  at  Bennett  Park,  Jackson  27  Dec 
(RW),  near  Cibolo,  Guadalupe  6 Jan+  (ph. 
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This  adult  male  Common  Redpoll  frequented  a feeder  near  Decatur,  Wise  County,  Texas  between  22  January  and  1 March 
(here  18  February)  2007,  providing  the  eighth  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Ken  Hunt. 


SS),  and  Waller  17  Jan  (CC).  Very  unexpect- 
ed was  a male  Blue  Grosbeak  at  Texas  City, 
Galveston  3 Jan  (ph.  StM).  An  Indigo  Bunting 
at  L,  Tawakoni,  Rains  10  Jan  (RKi)  was  well 
n.  of  areas  where  expected  in  winter.  Male 
Painted  Buntings  were  noted  at  a number  of 
Upper  Texas  Coast  locations  from  15  Dec+ 
(m.ob.),  suggesting  the  species  must  have 
wintered  in  small  numbers  in  the  Region. 
Perhaps  more  unexpected  were  single  Paint- 
ed Buntings  at  Glen  Rose,  Somervell  12  Jan 
(male;  JJ)  and  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant  17  Feb 
(green  bird;  GCo).  Winter  occurrences  of 
Dickcissel  are  always  of  interest,  and  this  sea- 
son’s singles  were  at  Texas  City,  Galveston  26- 
27  Dec  (ph.  StM),  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  24 
Jan  OA  et  al.),  and  College  Station,  Brazos  29 
Jan  (ER). 

Two  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  in  Amarillo, 
Randall  16  Dec  (fide  RM)  provided  a rare  local 
winter  record.  Rusty  Blackbirds  made  a very 
good  showing  away  from  traditional  areas.  Of 
particular  note  were  22  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R., 
Bailey  17  Dec  (AH,  m.ob.),  20  at  Gibbons 
Creek,  Grimes  28  Dec  (MM,  DS),  one  at 
Utopia,  Uvalde  29  Dec  (MHe),  one  on  the  King 
Ranch,  Kleberg  17  Jan  (BW),  and  as  many  as 
300  in  Bastrop  22-24  Jan  (BFr).  A hock  of  14 
Common  Crackles  was  an  unusual  sight  in  El 
Paso  2 Eeh  QSp).  A female  Bullock’s  Oriole  was 
in  Midland,  Midland  16  Jan  (D&JM) — the  4th 
year  in  a row  that  a female  Bullock’s  has  been 
reported  from  this  location  in  mid-Jan,  A male 
Bullock’s  was  in  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches 
early  Jan-8  Feh  (L&DW,  m.ob.,  ph.  RSc). 
Audubon’s  Orioles  continue  to  be  found  in  the 
s.-cen.  Hill  Country,  with  up  to  4 near  Utopia, 
Uvalde  through  the  season  (MHe).  An  ad.  male 
Common  Redpoll  graced  feeders  near  Decatur, 


Wise  22  Jan-1  Mar  (ph.  KH  et  al.),  providing 
the  8th  record  for  Texas. 
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lo (RBe),  David  Benn  (DBe),  Brandon  Best,  Pe- 
ter Billingham  (PBi),  Lytle  Blankenship  (LBl), 
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Tom  & Carol  Hobby,  Dave  Holbert  (DHo), 
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TKi),  Keith  Kingdon  (KKi),  Richard  Kinney 
(RKi),  Phillip  Kite  (PKi),  Paul  Knowles 
(PKn),  Rich  Kostecke  (RKo),  Kevin  Kriegel 
(KKr),  Howard  Laidlaw,  Greg  Lasley  (GL), 
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(LLe),  Leslie  Linehan  (LLi),  Dell  Little,  Keith 
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Peake  (DPe),  Brandon  Percival  (BPe),  Barrett 
Pierce  (BPi),  Randy  Pinkston  (RPi),  Jeff 
Pittman  OPO,  David  Powell  (DPo),  David  j 
Pueppke  (DPu),  Ross  Rasmussen,  Ellen  Ra- 
toosh,  Martin  Reid,  Helen  Rejzek,  Liston  Rice,  , 
Thomas  Riecke,  David  Ringer  (DRi),  Jan  & 

Will  Risser,  Dale  Roberts  (DRo),  Joshua  Rose 
QRo),  Chris  Runk,  Laura  Sare,  Rick  Schaefer  1 
(RSc),  Susan  Schaezler,  David  Scott,  Marcy  j 
Scott,  Willie  Sekula  (Central  Texas:  7063  Co. 

Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627.  email:  ; 
wsekula@peoplepc.com),  Larry  & Pati  Se-  [ 
mander.  Chuck  Sexton  (CSe),  Jim  Sipiora  j 
(JSi),  Jim  Smith  OSm),  Rick  Snider  (RSn), 

Rick  & May  Snider,  Tom  SoRelle  (TSo),  John 
Sproul  QSp),  Tom  Stehn  (TSt),  Jim  Stevenson  ■ 
QSt),  Cliff  Stogner  (CSt),  Bob  Stone  (BoS),  By- 
ron Stone  (BSt),  Rose  Marie  Stortz,  Bill  Tar- 
box,  Jay  & Verna  Teague,  Matt  Thompson, 
Sandy  Turner,  Don  Verser  (DVe),  Larry  & Di- 
ana Walker,  Michelle  Wayman  (MWa),  Ron 
Weeks  (Upper  Texas  Coast:  110  Indian  War- 
rior, Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  email:  empi- 
donax@sbcglobal.net),  Steve  Welborn  (SWe), 
William  Wenthe  (WWe),  David  Whipple 
(DWh),  Matt  White  (MWh),  John  Whittle 
(JWh),  Walter  Wigzell  (WWi),  Brian 
Williams,  David  Williams  (DWi),  Jennifer 
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Ron  Weeks,  110  Indian  Warrior 

Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566,  (empidonax@sbcglobal.net) 
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During  the  first  half  of  December,  the 
Region  sported  mild  temperatures 
and  large  numbers  of  geese,  particu- 
larly white  geese  in  the  lower  Arkansas  River 
valley.  A series  of  blizzards  and  heavy  snow 
marked  the  rest  of  the  month,  with  eastern 
and  southeastern  Colorado  especially  hard 
hit.  The  strongest  storm,  primarily  20-21  De- 
cember, closed  Denver  International  Airport 
for  45  hours  and  resulted  in  a declared  state  of 
emergency  with  the  National  Guard  deployed 
to  rescue  thousands  of  stranded  travelers  and, 
later,  assist  with  hay  delivery  to  livestock. 
Wintering  plains  birds  were  hit  hard,  too. 
When  the  deep  freeze  set  in  mid-month,  most 
open  water  froze,  sending  waterfowl  packing 
either  for  running  water  or  for  more  temper- 
ate climes.  Particularly  noteworthy  by  their 
relative  absence  in  much  of  the  Region,  espe- 
cially compared  to  the  situation  in  recent  win- 
ters, Cackling  Geese  were  very  hard  to  find, 
except,  oddly  enough,  in  northern  Colorado 
between  Fort  Collins  and  Greeley.  Non-mi- 
gratory  southeastern  plains  birds  appeared  to 
be  devastated  by  the  nearly  140  cm  of  accu- 
mulated snow.  Survivors  often  resorted  to 
roadside  foraging,  leading  to  much  mortality. 
Starving  Western  Meadowlarks  were  ob- 
served cannibalizing  their  road-killed  compa- 
triots (fide  DN).  The  snow  pack  was  heavy 
enough  in  southeastern  Colorado  that  many 
roads  remained  closed  for  much  of  the  period, 
creating  the  unusual  opportunity  to  cross- 
country ski  into  birding  areas  like  John  Mar- 
tin Reservoir.  The  snow-bound  landscape 
may  have  caused  an  exodus  of  Chihuahuan 
Ravens,  which  showed  up  in  unusual  num- 
bers outside  typical  range  and  were  particu- 
larly noted  in  Boulder  County  (TF,  BS). 

Normal  precipitation  through  the  rest  of 
the  period  kept  Colorado  much  above  normal 


for  the  seasonal  sum.  This  moisture  removed 
nearly  the  entire  state  from  drought  that  has 
been  a recurring  theme  in  this  synopsis. 
Wyoming,  however,  missed  the  heavy  winter 
storm  activity,  with  precipitation  in  December 
and  February  near  normal  and  in  January  be- 
low normal.  Unfortunately  this  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  alter  drought  conditions  there,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  the  entire  cen- 
ter and  the  eastern  regions  of  the  state  were 
still  characterized  by  extreme  drought,  transi- 
tioning through  severe  and  moderate  drought 
in  the  northern,  western,  and  southern  por- 
tions of  the  state.  As  a whole,  Colorado’s  win- 
ter temperatures  ranked  below  normal,  while 
Wyoming’s  ended  up  near  normal. 

Open  water  was  more  limited  than  usual 
throughout  much  of  the  Region  this  season, 
producing  a concentrating  effect  on  wintering 
birds  utilizing  the  remaining  ice-free  areas. 
Flybrid  ducks  were  found  in  a pleasing  spec- 
trum of  combinations,  six  unusual  wintering 
sandpiper  species  were  noted,  and  the  winter 
gull  tally  reached  a respectable 
12  species.  A Barn  Owl  man- 
aged to  winter  in  northern 
Wyoming  about  40  km  south 
of  the  Montana  border,  and  it 
was  a grand  season  for  winter- 
ing thrushes,  both  in  number 
and  variety. 

Abbreviations:  Adams  S.  Platte 
(South  Platte  R.  between  70th 
& 104th,  Adams);  Bonny  (Bon- 
ny Res.,  Yuma);  Cherry  Creek 
(Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe); 

Chico  (Chico  Basin  Ranch,  El 
Paso/Pueblo;  particular  county 
noted  in  text);  John  Martin 
(John  Martin  Res.,  Bent);  Val- 
mont  (Valmont  Res.  complex,  Boulder).  “West 
Slope”  denotes  locations  w.  of  the  Rockies. 
Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations  can  be 
assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that  each 
Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the  first 
time  it  appears  in  the  text.  Because  most  rari- 
ties are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the 
observer(s)  initially  finding  and  identifying 
the  bird(s)  are  noted. 


reports  included  those  of  presumed  returning 
Trumpeters:  lack  of  open  water  made  these  ei- 
ther more  difficult  to  find  than  in  past  years 
(as  in  Larimer)  or  simply  pushed  others  out  of 
the  area  for  the  winter  (as  in  Chaffee).  Single 
ad.  Trumpeter  Swans  in  Boulder  8-26  Feb  (L. 
Andes-George,  ph.  BS)  and  at  John  Martin  26 
Feb  (DN)  may  have  been  wandering  winter- 
ers or  spring  migrants.  Single  ad.  and  imm. 
Tundra  Swans  at  Pueblo  16  Jan  (BKP  et  al.) 
provided  not  only  the  sole  solid  seasonal  re- 
port but  one  difficult  to  interpret,  due  to  the 
apparently  short  mid-season  stay.  Wood 
Ducks  are  rare  in  winter  in  the  Region  away 
from  the  Pueblo  and  Grand  Junction  areas,  so 
4 at  Lochbuie,  Weld  31  Dec  (LS)  and  10  at  Ft. 
Collins  through  the  winter  were  certainly  of 
interest.  Last  winter’s  male  Eurasian  Wigeon 
returned  to  the  Rocky  Ford,  Otero  area  13  Dec 
(SO),  but  the  mid-month  cold  snap  probably 
kicked  it  out  after  the  23rd.  A very  late  male 
Blue-winged  Teal  was  on  the  Adams  S.  Platte 
1 Jan  (TF),  as  was  the  first  Cinnamon  Teal  of 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  just  s.  of 
Durango,  La  Plata  2 Jan  and  4 there  on  23  Feb 
QBy  SA)  provided  relatively  rare  sw.  Colorado 
records.  A party  wandering  around  n.  Col- 
orado trying  to  study  Cackling  Geese  27  Jan 
found  at  least  10  apparent  tavemeri  at  and 
near  Pierce,  Weld  (SM,  TL,  B.  Tweit);  though 
specimen  records  exist  for  the  state,  little  is 
known  of  the  taxon’s  occurrence  here.  Swan 


Most  Long-tailed  Ducks  that  make  it  to  Colorado  are  in  immature  or  female 
plumages.  Especially  rare  in  the  state  (and  correspondingly  delightful  to  local 
birders)  are  individuals  in  adult  male  plumage,  as  this  one  found  29  January  2007 
(here)  on  the  South  Platte  River  in  Adams  County.  Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 

the  “spring,”  found  right  about  on  time  7 Feb 
(P.  Hicks). 

The  most  interesting  of  the  six  reports  of 
Greater  Scaup  was  of  a single  at  Sands  L., 
Chaffee  2 Jan  (TL)  in  the  mts.,  where  the 
species  is  not  at  all  common.  Surf  Scoters  are 
Regionally  rare  in  winter,  but  both  individuals 
found  graced  the  two  most  likely  locales: 
John  Martin  13-14  Dec  (DN,  ph.  TL)  and 
Pueblo  Res.  4Jan-H  (P.  Hurtado,  m.ob.).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  made  up  for  their  poor  fall 
showing  by  occurring  this  winter  in  what  was 
probably  unprecedented  numbers.  We  re- 
ceived at  least  eight  reports  of  some  12  indi- 
viduals. An  ad.  male  on  the  Adams  S.  Platte  29 
Jan-4  Feb  (SM,  ph.  TL,  ph.  BS)  may  or  may 
not  have  been  the  same  individual  that 
brightened  Cherry  Creek  earlier  in  the  winter 
(see  fall  report);  the  two  sites  are  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  Denver  Urban  C.B.C.  circle.  Per- 
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f ' k Careful  scrutiny  of  the  few  good  waterfowl  concentrations  enabled  marty  to  study  hybrid  ducks  this  season.  As  one 
O might  expect,  all  reported  hybrid  ducks  were  males  and  all  identifications  tentative.  A Gadwall  x Northern  Shoveler 
along  the  Adams  S.  Platte  24  Nov-17  Feb  (ph.  I Deininger,  ph.  P.  Pratt)  was  the  first  of  the  hybrid  reports,  followed  by  an 
equally  striking  goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  below  the  Pueblo  Res.  dam,  Pueblo  23  Dec-9  Feb  (BKP).  On  20  Jan,  a North- 
ern Pintail  X Green-winged  Teal  was  found  near  Ft.  Collins  (J.  Hardin,  ph.  RH),  and  birders  looking  unsuccessfully  for  it  on  27 
Jan  found  an  American  Wigeon  x Mallard  (TL,  ph.  SM).  A male  Ring-necked  Duck  x Lesser  Scaup  on  the  Adams  S.  Platte  was 
the  hybrid  of  the  day  29  Jan  (ph.  SM).  The  show  continued  in  Feb,  with  Henwood  finding  the  following  on  Bear  Cr.,  Jefferson: 
American  Wigeon  x Northern  Pintail  7 Feb,  Mallard  x Northern  Pintail  9-21  Feb,  and  Mallard  x American  Black  Duck  27 
Feb-5  Mar.  Finally,  a few  spring  reports  are,  perhaps,  more  easily  included  here  than  in  the  appropriate  season's  report.  A 
Blue-winged  Teal  x Cinnamon  Teal  returned  to  Walden  Ponds,  Boulder  V Mar  (ph.  BS)  for  at  least  its  5th  spring;  a Brewer's 
Duck  (Gadwall  x Mallard)  was  at  N.  Poudre  Res.  #3,  Larimer  1 Apr  (TL),  and  an  imm.  Bufflehead  x Hooded  Merganser  was  a 
rare  find  at  Saratoga,  Carbon,  WY 14  Apr  (F.  Bergquist). 


haps  more  interesting  was  a West  Slope  indi- 
vidual that  played  hide-and-seek  with  birders 
in  the  Roaring  Fork  valley  in  Garfield  and  Ea- 
gle 9-16  Dec  (L.  Williams,  m.ob.). 

With  the  large  loon  flight  of  the  fall,  Pacific 
Loons  tarried  into  early  winter  in  Colorado  in 
larger-than-typical  numbers  (five  reports  of  7 
birds);  the  last  was  at  Lathrop  S.R,  Huetfatro 
17  Dec  (LS).  Of  the  4 single  Colorado  Red- 
necked Grebes,  one  lasted  until  15  Jan,  at 
Pueblo  Res.  (BKP).  just  a decade  ago,  the  299 
Eared  Grebes  attempting  to  winter  on  Pueblo 
Res.  would  have  been  considered  an  astro- 
nomical number;  now,  it’s  just  higher  than  av- 
erage. Rough-legged  Hawks  were  exceedingly 
scarce,  with  some  observers  not  tallying  the 
species  this  winter.  A juv.  gray  Gyrfalcon  seen 
in  Jackson  5 Nov  (A.  Spencer  et  al.)  was,  pre- 
sumably, the  same  bird  recorded  on  the  North 
Park  C.B.C.  in  the  same  area  24  Dec  (NK; 
p.a.).  The  largest  tally  of  late-migrating  Sand- 
hill Cranes  was  of  >700  heading  southward 
over  Ouray,  Ouray  12  Dec  (S.  Hirshman). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH 
ROADRUNNER 

For  this  Region,  the  six  species  of  sandpiper 
reported  this  season  was  a large  number.  In- 
cluded among  these  were  five  reports  of 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  with  one  wintering  at 
Walden  Ponds  (A.  Brown),  four  of  Spotted 
Sandpiper — with  one  spending  its  2nd  winter 
at  Valeo  Ponds  S.W.A.,  Pueblo  and  being 
joined  there  by  another  early  in  the  season 
(BKP) — three  of  Least  Sandpiper  (with  one  at 
Valeo  Ponds  16-26  Dec  [ph.  BKP]),  plus  a late 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  Lake  Cheraw,  Otero  5 Dec 
(SO).  On  the  last  day  of  the  season,  an  Amer- 
ican Avocet  appeared  at  Highline  S.E,  Mesa 
(R.  Lambeth),  shattering  the  West  Slope  ar- 
rival record  by  nearly  a month. 

After  mid-Dec  and  the  hard  freeze  that 
locked  up  most  water  for  the  winter,  Valmont 
and  Pueblo  Res.  became  the  reliable  gull 
spots,  accounting  for  11  of  the  12  species  of 
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gull  reported  during  the  season;  only  the  juv. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  7-16  Dec  at  Cherry 
Creek  (ph.  GW)  was  not  recorded  at  either 
site.  Two  Mew  Gulls  (an  ad.  and  a first-cycle) 
were  in  Pueblo,  being  most  reliable  at  Pueblo 
Res.  11-20  Dec  (RM,  BKP).  A first-cycle  pale- 
winged gull  seen  a few  times,  but  never  real- 
ly well,  at  Valmont  19  Dec-15  Jan  (TL)  may 
have  been  an  Iceland  Gull.  A darker  first-cy- 
cle Iceland  spent  11  Jan-25  Feb  at  Pueblo 
Res.  (ph.  BKP,  tSM,  m.ob.).  Five  was  the 
high  count  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at 
Pueblo  Res.,  including  2 first-cycle  birds 
(BKP,  TL);  4 were  at  L.  Loveland,  Larimer  in 
the  first  half  of  Dec  (CW  et  al.).  A first-cycle 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Pueblo  Res.  1-8 
Dec  (BKP)  was  followed  there  by  what  was 


probably  a first-cycle  Glaucous-winged  hy- 
brid 11  Dec  (BKP).  A first-cycle  Glaucous- 
winged at  Valmont  19  Dec  (TF)  may  have 
been  seen  again  there  on  15  Jan.  A third-cy- 
cle Glaucous-winged  hybrid  was  at  Pueblo 
Res.  27  Dec  0-  Drummond),  and  another 
imm.  Glaucous-winged  was  at  Big  Johnson 
Res.,  El  Paso  1 Jan  (BM).  At  least  15  Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  present  in  Colorado  this 
winter,  one  of  the  best  winter  showings  ever, 


with  the  high  count  being  of  3 (2  first-cycles, 
one  second-cycle)  at  L.  Loveland  7-23  Dec  0-  I 
LaFleur).  Pueblo  Res.  held  2-3  Great  Black-  I 
backed  Gulls,  and  others  were  at  L.  Loveland  j 
4-18  Dec  (ad.;  CW)  and  and  Valmont  20-30  | 

Jan  (ad.  and  first-cycle;  TF),  the  latter  of 
which  may  have  accounted  for  the  report  of 
a similar-aged  individual  at  nearby  Erie  Res., 
Boulder  10  Feb  (TF). 

Band-tailed  Pigeons  have  been  wintering  in 
Colorado  recently,  and  this  year  was  no  excep- 
tion, with  a single  s.  of  Rye,  Pueblo  30  Dec  (E 
O’Brien)  and  a flock  of  >15  all  winter  at  the 
Green  Mountain  Falls,  El  Paso/Teller  feeder 
that  has  been  reliable  for  the  species  for  over  a 
decade  (R.  Bunn).  We  received  eight  reports  of 
White-winged  Dove,  with  the  farthest  n.  being 
the  single  at  Loveland,  Larimer  15  Dec  (ph. 

TL,  MP),  the  farthest  w.  being  the  2 at  Cortez, 
Montezuma  6 Jan  (D.  & M.  Hill),  and  the 
largest  number  being  the  82  wintering  in 
Pueblo  0-  Witters,  m.ob.).  Unlike  the  rapidly 
colonizing  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  and  White- 
winged Dove,  Colorado’s  Inca  Doves  still  seem 
to  be  stuck  in  Lamar,  Prowers  and  Rocky  Ford, 
and  those  groups  do  not  seem  to  be  increasing 
in  size.  A Greater  Roadrunner  sw.  of  Cortez  26 
Dec  OBy.  SB)  may  provide  one  of  very  few 
good  West  Slope  records  (p.a.). 

As  Wyoming’s  winter  weather  is  typically  less 
clement  than  that  of  Colorado,  Barn  Owls  are 


not  known  to  be  regular  in  the  state  at  that 
season.  Thus,  in  an  atypically  brutal  winter, 
one  at  Ucross,  Sheridan  8 Jan  (ph.  E.  Scott) 
seems  even  more  remarkable,  particularly 
considering  that  the  site  is  only  some  40  km 
from  the  Montana  border!  In  the  annual  e. 
Colorado  sapsucker  show,  Red-naped,  usually 
the  true  rarity  in  winter,  outnumbered 
Williamson’s  2;1,  The  Red-napeds  were  an  ad. 
female  at  Canon  City  12  Dec-18  Feb  (S. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


OWLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 


Great  Black-backed  Gulls  increased  their  profile  in  Colorado  with  another  strong  showing  this  winter.  Among  the  visitors  was 
this  adult  (far  right)  in  Loveland,  Larimer  County,  present  4-18  (here  IS)  December  2006.  Also  illustrated  in  this  photograph 
are  Lesser  Black-backed,  Thayer's,  California,  and  Herring  Gulls.  Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 


COLORADO  & WYOMING 


In  Cslorado,  the  larid-friendly  waters  of  Cherry  Creek  R8ser¥oir,  Arapahoe  County,  are  proving  to  be  one  of  the  most  reliable 
spots  in  the  state  for  Blackdegged  Kittiwake.  On  the  heels  of  another  from  November  2006,  this  juvenile  graced  the  Sake  7-16 
(here  7)  December.  Photograph  by  Clem  Waibek. 


Moss)  and  an  ad.  male  at  Beulah,  Pueblo  1 Jan 
(M.  Yaeger);  the  Williamson’s,  an  ad.  male, 
graced  Colorado  City,  Pueblo  23  Dec  (DS). 
Another  Red-naped  (age  and  sex  unreported) 
was  at  Nucia  1-7  Dec  (CD,  BW)  on  the  West 
Slope,  where  not  quite  as  seasonally  rare.  A 
whopping  14  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were 
found  this  winter,  with  10  being  in  the  sap- 
sucker  winter  meccas  of  Fremont  and  Pueblo 
(m.ob.).  It  is  still  uncertain  if  the  concentra- 
tion in  this  two-county  area  is  due  to  true  at- 
tractiveness to  Sphyrapicus  or  to  the  obses- 
sion of  a few  of  the  local  birders;  we  would  ar- 
gue for  the  latter. 

Lingering  Say’s  Phoebe’s  were  noted  around 
the  Pueblo  Res.  area,  with  6-7  present  during 
the  first  half  of  Dec,  with  at  least  some  staying 
into  Jan.  Surprisingly,  one  tried  to  survive  far 
n.  on  the  jefferson/Denver  line,  where  present 
16  Dec-23  Jan  (K.  Stecher,  T.  Jones);  early 
spring  migrants  were  first  noted  in  Pueblo  19 
Feb  (BKP).  Chihuahan  Ravens  are  wide- 
spread breeders  and  rare  and  local  winterers 
in  the  Region  only  in  se.  Colorado;  reports 
farther  n.  are  always  met  with  skepticism,  es- 
pecially considering  the  difficulties  of  raven 
identification.  The  Boulder  area  has  a recent 
intriguing  history  of  claim.s  of  Chihuahan 
Ravens,  and  this  winter  observers  reported  up 
to  6 there  15  Jan-20  Feb  (ph.  BS,  TF  et  al). 
Unprecedented,  a Bam  Swallow  was  near  Du- 
rango, La  Plata  30  Dec  (R.  & H.  Morris,  L. 
Flores).  Bushtits  moved  somewhat  farther 
eastward  and  northward  of  the  Front  Range  of 
Colorado,  with  4 at  Chico,  El  Paso  furnishing 
a rare  ranch  record  (BKP),  as  well  as  groups  of 
birds  in  Denver  and  in  Arapahoe. 

Westerly  by  a few  counties  was  the  White- 


breasted Nuthatch  (nominate  subspecies)  in 
Pueblo  14  Dec  (DS);  and  late  was  a Rock  Wren 
at  Red  Rocks  Park,  Jefferson  16  Dec  (B.  & L. 
Brown).  In  Prowers,  the  resident  Carolina  Wren 
continued  at  Lamar  through  the  season  (DAL, 
m.ob.);  one  at  Canon  City  through  the  season 
was  more  unusual  (RM,  m.ob.).  Col- 
orado is  generally  between  the  migra- 
tion and  wintering  ranges  of  the  e.  and 
w.  populations  of  Winter  Wren,  but 
wintering  numbers  of  both  types  are 
apparently  on  the  increase;  11  birds 
were  reported  from  Boulder,  El  Paso, 

Fremont,  Pueblo,  Otero,  and  Bent  this 
winter.  Very  rare  in  winter  away  from 
Grand  Junction,  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
er  was  at  John  Martin  14  Dec  (DN). 

Bluebirds  were  present  in  above- 
average  numbers  along  the  Region’s 
Front  Range,  with  Easterns  particu- 
larly more  common,  even  as  far  n.  as 
Larimer  (m.ob.).  In  Wyoming,  2 East- 
erns were  at  Casper,  Natrona  29  Jan 
and  apparently  continued  for  a bit  af- 
terward (H.  Scott,  CM);  this  is  the  3rd 
consecutive  winter  that  the  species 
was  present  in  cen.  Wyoming.  West- 
ern and  Mountain  Bluebirds  were 
noted  n.  of  normal,  with  as  many  as 
25  Westerns  tallied  on  the  Boulder 
C.B.C.  17  Dec  (TF;  some  lingering 
through  12  Jan  [D.  Waltman])  and 
with  groups  of  up  to  36  Mountains 
present  during  the  period  in  Douglas, 
Boulder,  and  Larimer.  A Mountain 
Bluebird  at  Bonny  6 Jan  (GW)  repre- 
sented a very  rare  winter  ne.  Colorado  record. 
Hermit  Thrushes  winter  only  rarely  in  Col- 


orado, and  usually  only  in  the  Grand  Junction 
area;  thus,  the  report  of  8 during  the  winter 
was  interesting,  with  the  most  notable  being 
singles  (probably  faxoni)  at  Bonny  5-6  Jan 
(BS)  and  Boulder  15  Jan  (TF);  one  at  Rocky 
Ford,  Otero  9 Jan  (SO);  one  in  the  sw.  near 
Bondad,  La  Plata  20  Jan  (K.  & L.  Stransky); 
and  an  apparent  western-subspecies  individ- 
ual in  Boulder  20  Feb  (TF).  In  an  excellent 
winter  for  Varied  Thrushes,  at  least  5 were  lo- 
cated, all  males:  at  Crow  Valley  Campground, 
Weld  1-19  Dec  (ph.  DAL);  at  Fort  Collins, 
Larimer  21  Dec-2  Jan  (B.  Blinderman,  ph. 
TL)  and  possibly  the  same  bird  29-31  Jan  (A. 
& J.  Cringan);  on  the  Penrose  C.B.C.  near 
Florence,  Fremont  5-6  Jan  (ph.  SO);  in  Boul- 
der 21-23  Jan  (D.  Spam);  and  at  Durango  25 
Jan  0-  Foster,  H&RM). 

MIMIDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rare  in  winter  were  a Gray  Catbird  at  Rock- 
vale,  Fremont  5 Jan  (DN)  and  a Northern 
Mockingbird  in  Casper  10  Dec  (K.  Keffer  et 
al.).  A Brown  Thrasher  in  Fremont,  Wyoming 
30  Dec  was  very  far  n.  (BH);  no  fewer  than  8 
noted  in  Colorado  was  surprising,  particular- 
ly the  3 in  Boulder,  a location  where  the 
species  is  rare  during  any  season,  3 Dec-20 
Jan  (TF  et  al.).  The  only  notable  report  of  Bo- 


hemian Waxwing  was  of  the  single  at  La  Veta, 
Huerfano  24  Dec  (DS).  Five  species  of  war- 


Barn  Owls  are  not  especially  noted  for  their  winter  hardiness,  under- 
scoring the  significance  of  this  individual  found  on  8 January  2007  in 
frosty  Ueross,  Sheridan  County,  Wyoming,  only  about  40  km  south  of  the 
Montana  border.  Photograph  by  Ernesto  Scott. 
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Colorado's  breeding  Fox  Sparrows,  of  the  Slate-colored  group,  generally  depart  the  state's  mountains  in  early  autumn  and  proceed  to  win- 
tering areas  without  delay — and  are  thus  extremely  rarely  encountered  on  the  plains,  even  in  migration.  This  individual,  found  on  the 
Bonny  Christmas  Bird  County  in  Yuma  County  5 January  2007  was  doubly  extraordinary  for  its  location  (within  10  km  of  Kansas)  and  date. 
Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 


biers  were  detected  during  the  winter  period 
in  Colorado.  A surprising  3 Orange-crowned 
Warblers  lingered  into  the  winter  period:  a 
fall  holdout  in  Pueblo  1 Dec  (JK),  one  in 
Canon  City  3 Dec  (RM),  and,  most  surpris- 
ingly, one  in  Denver  West,  Jefferson  7 Jan 
O&KS).  Two  Nashville  Warblers  tarried  in 
Pueblo  1-6  Dec  (BKP,  JK  et  al.),  with  one 
present  through  16  Dec.  Four  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  at  Riverton  21-30  Dec  (BH)  were 
notable;  quite  northerly  was  a single  Myrtle  at 
Casper  16  Dec  (CM)  An  incredible  5 Pine 
Warblers  were  noted  this  winter,  only  2, 
though,  being  seen  after  the  first  week  of  Dec: 
the  Denver  West  winterer  back  for  its  3rd 
winter  (seen  7 Jan  U&KS])  and  an  individual 
in  Longmont,  Boulder  24  Jan  (BS). 

Extremely  rare  in  winter  in  the  Region, 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  reported  but  not 
documented  in  Lamar  30  Dec  (one;  D.  Rus- 
sell) and  sw.  of  Cortez,  Montezuma  14  Jan  (3; 
SA).  As  Lark  Buntings  winter  in  the  Region 
only  in  the  extreme  se.  corner  of  Colorado, 
very  unusual  was  one  s.  of  Vineland,  Pueblo 
31  Dec  (DS).  Winter  Savannah  Sparrows  in- 
cluded singles  at  Pueblo  Res.  9-21  Dec  (NK, 
CW)  and  one  at  Canon  City  4 Feb  (MP).  Up 
to  4 Fox  Sparrows  were  reported  during  the 
period,  with  one  of  unreported  subspecies  at 
Montrose,  Montrose  5 Jan-28  Feb  (D.  Sinton, 
M.  Siders)  and  another  such  bird  at  Durango 


19  Feb  (H&RM,  J.  Bregar).  The  Regions 
breeding  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrows  are  very 
rare  out  of  the  mts.  (at  least  in  Colorado)  and 
rare  in  winter,  so  the  individual  at  Bonny  5 
Jan  (GW,  ph.  BS)  was  of  more-than-passing 
interest.  A Red  Fox  Sparrow  was  in  Colorado 
Springs,  El  Paso  29  Dec  (D.  Elwonger).  Very 
rare  in  sw.  Colorado,  a Swamp  Sparrow  was 
at  Yucca  House,  Montezuma  24-25  Jan  (SA,  P. 
Derven,  JBy).  The  westernmost  White- 
throated  Sparrow  was  in  Grand  Junction  8 
Dec-12  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  3 Harris’s  Sparrows 
made  it  w.  of  the  Great  Divide:  one  in  Garfield 
16  Dec  (A.  Levantin)  and  2 at  Cortez  17-18 
Jan  (SA,  JBy,  BB).  A potential  first  for  Col- 
orado was  the  White-crovraed  Sparrow  of 
nominate  subspecies  banded  at  Barr  L., 
Adams  and  present  30  Nov-17  Mar  (TL,  S. 
Nicely).  Three  Golden-crowned  Sparrows 
were  reported,  with  the  returning  Delta  bird 
back  for  its  4th  year  1-26  Dec  (D.  Galinat), 
one  in  n.  Boulder  16  Dec-1  Jan  (E  Opler,  ph. 
BS),  and  one  in  Canon  City  2 Feb-i-  (RM),  the 
last  establishing  a first  for  Fremont.  Late  were 
the  35  Me  Gown’s  Longspurs  near  Las  Ani- 
mas, Bent  7 Dec  (SO)  and  even  more  unusu- 
al the  male  e.  of  Meeker,  Rio  Blanco  6 Dec  (D. 
Hilkey).  Snow  Buntings  made  a modest  ap- 
pearance in  Colorado  this  winter,  with  12  in 
w.  Adams  23  Dec  (A.  Boyce)  and  singles  s.  to 
Chico,  Pueblo  4 Jan  (BKP,  BM,  CW)  and 


Pueblo  Res.  28  Jan  (TL,  BKP). 

Well  w.  of  usual,  single  male 
Northern  Cardinals  were  at  Col- 
orado Springs  (K.  Pals,  m.ob.) 
throughout  the  period  and  into 
spring  and  at  Colorado  City,  Pueblo 
mid-Dec-3  Jan  (M.  Baker).  After  a 
number  of  winters  of  lackluster 
Rusty  Blackbird  totals,  the  25  report- 
ed this  year  (from  Bent,  Pueblo,  Dou- 
glas, and  Jefferson)  made  a refreshing 
change,  with  a good  count  of  9 at 
Florence  5 Jan  (MP,  BM,  CW).  Com- 
mon Crackles  are  fairly  rare  in  win- 
ter in  Colorado,  especially  on  the 
West  Slope,  so  the  2 at  Ridgway, 
Ouray  8 Jan  (CD,  BW)  were  out  of 
place  but  not  nearly  so  lost  as  the 
single  at  2840  m in  Silverton,  San 
Juan  on  the  same  date  (C,  Schultz). 
Rare  in  extreme  se.  Colorado,  a 
Cassin’s  Finch  was  at  Lamar  8 Jan  (J. 
Thompson).  The  only  Common 
Redpolls  reported  from  Colorado 
were  one  at  Bonny  6 Jan  (GW)  and 
one  unusually  far  s.  at  Pueblo  Res. 
14  Jan  (BKP).  Lesser  Goldfinches 
have  only  recently  begun  wintering 
in  the  Region  and  have  only  recently 
colonized  Wyoming  as  a breeder. 
Thus,  the  wintering  individual  in  Cheyenne, 
Laramie  (ph.  C.  Eppler)  is  doubly  of  interest. 
The  8 present  throughout  the  period  in  Car- 
bondale,  Garfield  (D.  Filby)  were  unusual  be- 
cause of  the  montane  location. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Susan  Allerton,  Jim  Beatty  (sw.  Col- 
orado; JBy),  B.  Byron,  Coen  Dexter  (w.-cen. 
Colorado),  Doug  Faulkner  (Wyoming),  Ted 
Floyd,  Bob  Hargis,  Joey  Kellner,  David  A. 
Leatherman,  Tony  Leukering,  Forrest  Luke 
(nw.  Colorado),  Chris  Michelson  (Casper, 
Wyoming),  Rich  Miller,  Steve  Mlodinow,  Du- 
ane Nelson,  Susan  Patla  Qaekson,  WY), 
Brandon  K.  Percival  (se.  Colorado),  Mark  Pe- 
terson, Bill  Schmoker  (Colorado  Front 
Range),  Jim  & Karen  Schmoker,  Larry  Semo 
(ne.  Colorado),  David  Silverman,  Glenn  Wal- 
bek  (n.-cen.  Colorado),  Cole  Wild,  Brenda 
Wright.  Many  other  individuals  contributed 
information  to  this  report  but  could  not  be  ac- 
knowledged here.  They  all  have  our  thanks 
and  appreciation. 


Tenf  Leukering,  P.O.  Box  660 
Brighton,  Colorado  80601  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 
Lawrence  S.  Seme,  9054  Dover  Street 
Westminster,  Colorado  80021,  (lsemo@swca.com) 
Bill  Schmeker,  3381  Larkspur  Drive 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503,  (bill@schmoker.org) 
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Idaho  & Western  Montana 


The  winter  of  2006  was  relatively  mild, 
despite  a widespread  period  of  subzero 
temperatures  in  mid-January.  December 
and  January  were  disappointingly  dry  with  un- 
usually meager  snowfalls,  and  even  February’s 
ample  precipitation  failed  to  bring  moisture 
levels  back  up  to  normal,  it  was  yet  another 
no-show  winter  for  the  winter  finch  fraternity, 
as  has  been  the  trend  for  many  years  now; 
numbers  were  either  very  low  or  the  birds  were 
absent.  Mild  weather  encouraged  waterfowl 
and  a surprising  variety  of  other  half-hardy 
birds  to  linger  in  unusually  high  numbers,  and 
this  was  reflected  in  a bevy  of  record  Christmas 
Bird  Count  totals.  Other  avian  highlights  of  the 
period  included  a flurry  of  first  winter  records 
and  a few  remarkable  vagrants. 

The  Idaho  Bird  Records  Committee  (I.B.R.C.) 
has  reconvened;  many  thanks  to  its  Secretary, 
Shirley  Sturts,  and  webmaster,  Stacy  Peterson, 
for  their  work  in  revitalizing  this  important 
group.  In  the  last  six  months  of  2006,  Sturts  and 
Peterson  collected  and  prepared  scores  of  bird 
reports — a daunting  backlog  of  over  300 
records,  some  of  which  go  back  almost  40  years. 

Abbreviation:  latilong  (area  encompassed  by 
one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree  longitude 
used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in  both 
Idaho  and  Montana). 

GEESE  THROUGH  DOVES 

Single  Idaho  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 


near  Hagerman  23  Dec  (fide  SH)  and  Rupert 
30  Dec  (fide  RL)  were  noteworthy,  because 
they  are  casual  in  early  winter.  Even  less  ex- 
pected were  2 in  Warm  Springs,  MT  10  Feb 
(NK),  where  there  are  only  four  previous  win- 
ter records.  A total  of  13  Cackling  Geese  was 
recorded,  nearly  double  last  winter’s  tally. 
Above  average  were  reports  of  4 Eurasian 
Wigeons  in  Idaho  in  early  through  mid-Feb. 
The  season’s  tally  of  11  Long-tailed  Ducks 
likely  topped  all  previous  highest  counts.  If 
accepted,  a Yellow-billed  Loon  at  Sandpoint 
29  Dec+  (tEC)  will  make  Idaho’s  6th  record. 
Idaho’s  7th  winter  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was 
an  imm.  elegans  in  Canyon  18  Dec  (tCW),  the 
typical  age  and  subspecies  documented  in 
most  reports.  Perhaps  record  early  was  a 
spring  migrant  Turkey  Vulture  near  Boise,  ID 
23  Jan  (NM).  Six  Gyrfalcons,  all  from  usual  w. 
Montana  locations,  was  a fairly  typical  season 
total.  Establishing  a first  winter  record  for 
Montana  was  a Greater  Yellowlegs  near 
Three  Forks  26  Dec  (MG  et  al.).  A Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs near  Rexburg  15  Dec  (ph.  DCl) 
brought  in  Idaho’s  7th  winter  record.  With 
only  about  15  winter  precedents,  a Spotted 
Sandpiper  in  Twin  Falls,  ID  16  Dec  (JR)  was 
noteworthy.  Idaho’s  16th  winter  Least  Sand- 
piper was  near  Bruneau  23  Dec  (LR);  the 
species  appears  to  be  increasingly  reported  in 
sw.  Idaho  in  winter.  The  rare  winter  gull  tally 
was  respectable,  with  reports  of  3 Mew,  4 
Thayer’s,  3 Glaucous-winged,  and  6 Glaucous 
Gulls.  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to 
thrive  in  Idaho,  as  evidenced  by  a record  87 
recorded  on  Idaho  Christmas  counts;  this  rep- 
resented a 40  per  cent  increase  from  last  year. 

OWLS  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

Just  about  average  were  reports  of  3 Snowy 
Owls  in  w.  Montana  16  Dec-4  Feb.  Western 
Montana’s  first  winter-period  Burrowing  Owl 
was  near  Dillon  6 Dec-15  Jan  (SS).  With  only 
four  previous  winter  records  in  Montana,  a 
Boreal  Owl  near  Missoula  16  Dec-25  Feb 
(DH)  was  great  news.  Two  rare  Idaho  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  held  over  into  Dec  (SP),  where 
they  add  to  about  13  previous  winter  reports. 
Montana  Bewick’s  Wrens  made  headline 
news:  one  in  Lake  17-21  Dec  (DC)  provided  a 
first  winter  record  for  Montana,  and  a pair 


stayed  near  Missoula  20  Dec+  (TT)  to  garner  a 
first  record  of  overwintering.  It  was  a better- 
than-average  Blue  Jay  flight  year  in  Idaho, 
with  14  recorded.  Another  winter  first  for  w. 
Montana  was  a Northern  Mockingbird  near 
Dillon  21  Dec  (GS).  A vagrant  Eastern  Blue- 
bird at  Montana  City  20  Jan+  (DHo,  ph.  BM) 
represented  a winter  first  for  Montana  and  the 
Region.  An  incredible  first  for  Latilong  38  was 
a Brown  Thrasher  that  wintered  near  Boze- 
man, MT  23  Dec-28  Feb  (KO,  ph.  JP).  One  of 
the  top  birds  of  the  season  was  a hardy  Curve- 
billed Thrasher  (subspecies  oberholseri)  that 
survived  the  winter  at  Eureka  1 Dec+  (WB)  to 
bring  in  a first  record  for  w.  Montana.  Anoth- 
er winter  first  for  Montana  was  a Green-tailed 
Towhee  near  Bozeman  28  Dec+  (KC).  Incred- 
ible was  a Chipping  Sparrow  recorded  in  Hai- 
ley, ID  1-18  Dec  (ph.  PWP)  that  provided  a 
winter  first  for  Latilong  19.  A rare  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  in  Moscow  3-13  Dec  (ph.  TG) 
was  Idaho’s  first  winter  period  report  and  16th 
overall  sighting.  Representing  Idaho’s  8th  win- 
ter record  and  a first  for  Latilong  25  was  a Ves- 
per Sparrow  near  Hagerman  23  Dec  (fide  SH). 
Both  states  reported  very  rare  Red  Fox  Spar- 
rows; one  overwintered  near  Ola,  Gem,  ID 
(FZ),  and  3 were  near  Red  Lodge,  MT  2 Jan 
(BJ).  Rare  Zonotrichia  sparrows  were  relatively 
numerous,  with  7 White-throated  Sparrows 
and  13  Harris’s  Sparrows  reported.  Likely  a 
winter-period  first  for  Idaho  was  a record-ear- 
ly Black-headed  Grosbeak  in  Garden  Valley 
24  Feb  (MV). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Kathleen  Cameron,  Earl 
Chapin,  Darren  Clark,  Kas  Dumroese,  Terry 
Gray,  Sarah  Harris,  Ron  Lynch,  Nancy  McCul- 
lough, Stacy  Peterson,  Larry  Ridenhour, 
Hadley  Roberts,  Jeff  Ruprecht,  Shirley  Sturts, 
Mike  VanDyk,  Cliff  Weisse,  Poo  Wright-Pul- 
liam,  Fred  Zeillemaker.  MONTANA:  Wayne 
Butts,  Katie  Cady,  Dan  Casey,  Mary  Geis,  Don 
Hoffman  (DHo),  Denver  Holt,  Barb  Jacquith, 
Nate  Kohler,  Bob  Martinka,  Kenneth  Ostlind, 
John  Parker,  Steve  Sherman,  Don  Skaar,  Gary 
Swant,  Terry  Toppins.  O 


David  TrochlefI,  2409  East  N Avenue 
La  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrodiieli@verizon.net) 
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Great  Basin 


This  female  Black  Scoter  was  found  5 November  2006  on  the  Dyer  Pond  and  al- 
most certainly  represents  the  first  record  for  the  nearly  waterless  Esmeralda 
County,  Nevada.  Three  Black  Scoters  were  observed  in  the  Great  Basin  in  the 
winter  2006-2007  season,  a very  high  number.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


Rick  Fridell 


It  was  a cold  but  dry  winter,  with  both  tem- 
peratures and  precipitation  well  below  av- 
erage throughout  much  of  the  Great 
Basin.  It  was  also  a relatively  uneventful  sea- 
son in  the  Great  Basin  for  wintering  northern 
specialties.  There  were  no  reports  of  Bohemi- 
an Waxwings  or  Common  Redpolls,  follow- 
ing several  consecutive  winters  with  above- 
average  numbers.  However,  more  regular 
northern  winter  visitors — Rough-legged 
Hawks,  Northern  Shrikes,  American  Tree 
Sparrows — occurred  in  moderate  numbers 
throughout  much  of  the  Region.  Rare  and  va- 
grant highlights  included  a White-tailed  Kite 
in  Nevada  lingering  at  Carson  Lake,  plus 
Utah's  hrst  documented  Western  Gull  and 
second  record  of  Scaled  Quail. 

Abbreviations;  Antelope  I.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear  River 
(Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farm- 
ington Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  H.B.VE  (Hen- 
derson Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV); 
Lake  Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV); 
Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT); 
Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda, 
NV);  Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT);  Red 
Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St.  George,  Washington, 
UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Trumpeter  Swans  turned  up  at  several  unusu- 
al locations  this  winter,  including  H.B.VP  12 
Dec  QBr,  CP,  MB)  and  Farmington  Bay  9-10 
Feb  (SC,  ph.  TA).  A drake  Eurasian  Wigeon 
was  again  found  this  winter  at  the  Rosewood 
G.C.,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  22  Dec-2  Jan  (GS  et 
ah);  another  was  on  Swan  L.,  Washoe,  NV  25 
Dec-14  Feb  (TL^  WR  et  al).  Two  female  Surf 
Scoters  were  observed  at  Antelope  1.  2 Dec 
(GB),  and  2 female  White-winged  Scoters 
were  spotted  there  the  following  day  (NB  et 
ah).  Surprisingly,  Black  Scoter  was  the  most 
abundant  scoter  species  in  the  Region  this 


winter,  with  3 individuals  doc- 
umented: one  at  the  Hite- 
Bullfrog  ferry  crossing  of  L. 

Powell,  Gatfield,  UT  21  Dec 
(LG)  and  2 at  Sand  Hollow 
S.P,  Washington,  UT  23 
Feb-14  Mar  (ph.  RF,  jW  et 
al.).  Long-tailed  Ducks  made  a 
good  showing  in  Utah  this 
winter,  with  2 at  Hyrum  S.P, 

Cache  2-26  Dec  (BR  et  al.), 
one  at  Antelope  1.  (3-17  Dec 
(NB  et  al.),  and  one  at  Moun- 
tain Dell  Res.,  Salt  Lake  6-13 
Dec  (DH  et  ah). 

Three  Scaled  Quail,  found  6 Jan  in  Mon- 
tezuma Canyon,  San  Juan,  UT  QS,  DSh),  drew 
observers  from  far  and  wide  to  the  seldom- 
birded  se.  corner  of  the  state.  The  well-docu- 
mented and  photographed  quail  (tDW,  ph. 
LG,  JB)  lingered  through  at  least  20  Mar  and 
became  the  2nd  accepted  state  record.  A Red- 
necked Grebe  was  a major  surprise  on  New 
Year’s  Day  at  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  (DSe  et 
al.).  A single  White-faced  Ibis  made  a rare 
winter  appearance  in  Utah  at  Springville, 
Utah  L.,  Utah  17  Dec  (LG,  BS,  KAs).  Large 
concentrations  of  wading  birds  were  observed 
17  Dec  during  the  Fallon  C.B.C.  near  the  S- 


Utah's  second  confirmed  record  of  Scaled  Quail  was  accepted 
this  season.  Three  found  6 January  2007  (here  20  January)  in 
San  Juan  County  by  Justin  Shirley  remained  throughout  the 
season,  allowing  many  observers  to  add  this  elusive  species 
to  their  Utah  lists.  Photograph  by  Lu  Giddings. 

line  Res.,  Churchill,  NV,  including  85  White- 
faced Ibis,  80  Great  Blue  Herons,  180  Great 
Egrets,  and  20  Snowy  Egrets  (DSe,  DM). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was  a very 
cooperative  White-tailed  Kite  found  at  Car- 
son  L.,  Eallon,  Churchill,  NV  18  Dec  (DSe, 


DM);  it  was  present  through  at  least  27  Jan  i{ 
(BH)  and  provided  great  photographic  oppor-  il 
tunities  (ph.  MMe,  ph.  ST  et  al.).  Another  I 
White-tailed  Kite  was  reported  31  Dec  near 
Blanding,  San  Juan,  UT  (p.a.,  MMo)  but  could 
not  be  relocated.  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were 
reported  from  several  Nevada  counties 
(Clark,  Lincoln,  and  Washoe)  between  1 Dec 
and  24  Eeb;  none  were  reported  in  Utah.  A 
Swainson’s  Hawk  photographed  17  Dec  at 
the  Salt  Lake  City  airport  marshes.  Salt  Lake, 

UT  (ph.  CN,  S&CS)  is  likely  the  first  found  in 
the  Region  during  the  winter. 

It  was  a great  winter  for  observing  gulls, 
with  many  rare  and  unusual  sightings.  Mew 
Gulls  were  found  in  Washoe,  NV  at  Paradise 
Park  11  Dec  (EK),  at  Pyramid  L.  1 Jan  (GS,  i 
DM),  and  at  Lemmon  Valley  14-19  Feb  (WR, 
ph.  MMe).  The  only  Mew  Gull  reported  from 
Utah  was  an  ad.  at  Farmington  Bay  21  Jan 
O&KB).  High  numbers  of  Thayer’s  Gulls  were 
observed  this  winter  from  various  locations 
around  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  UT,  including  7 at 
the  Bountiful  Landfill,  Davis  23  Dec  (TA),  5 at 
the  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  28  Dec  (TA  et 
al),  and  3 at  Farmington  Bay  26  Feb-t  (KP,  PJ 
et  al).  A good  candidate  for  Utah’s  first  Ice- 
land Gull  (p.a.)  was  found  at  Farmington  Bay 
26  Feb  (T  KP,  ph.  PJ).  Three  ad.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  reported  from  various 
Utah  locations:  Logan  Landhll,  Cache  8 Dec 
(KA),  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  6-20  Jan 
(S&CS,  JB,  tJ&KB),  and  Farmington  Bay  10- 
11  Feb  (TA).  Utah’s  first  accepted  Western 
Gull  was  found  27  Dec  at  the  Lee  Kay  Ponds, 

Salt  Lake  (ph.,  TTA,  CN,  m.ob.);  it  remained 
at  these  ponds  through  20  Jan,  then  remark- 
ably was  refound  at  Farmington  Bay  25  Feb-3 
Mar  (KP  et  al).  A Western  Gull  also  made  a 
rare  Nevada  appearance  at  Walker  L.,  Mineral 
30-31  Dec  (ph.  TL,  DSe).  Both  Western  Gulls 
observed  this  season  were  in  third-winter 
plumage.  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  re- 
ported 8 Dec  at  the  Logan  Landfill,  Cache,  UT 
(KA),  15  Dec  in  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  (MMe), 
and  1 Jan  at  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  (GS, 
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DM).  Several  first-winter  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  also  observed  in  Utah:  at  the  Logan 
Landfill,  Cache  8 Dec  (KA),  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds, 
Salt  Lake  2 Jan+  (LG,  DS,  m.ob.),  and  at 
Farmington  Bay  2 Feb+  (]&KB  et  al). 

OWLS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A Short-eared  Owl  was  found  26  Dec  at  Corn 
Cr.  (CT,  IP).  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
reported  from  n.  Nevada  locations  6 Jan  (In- 
dian Lakes,  Churchill;  BH)  and  15  Feb  (Stead, 
Washoe;  BG).  At  least  5 Acorn  Woodpeckers 
were  observed  3 Dec  in  the  Kolob  Meadows, 
Washington  (RF,  KC),  likely  part  of  an  undoc- 
umented breeding  colony  in  sw.  Utah.  A first- 
year  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  pho- 
tographed 26  Jan-5  Feb  at  the  Bunkerville 
City  Park,  Clark,  NV  (RS,  DG).  A Red-breast- 
ed Sapsucker  made  a rare  Utah  appearance  at 
Lytle  26  Jan-4  Feb  (KE,  LT,  ph.  LG,  m.ob.).  A 
probable  female  Gilded  Flicker  was  briefly 
observed  19  Feb  on  the  Beaver  Dam  Slope, 


This  first-cycle  Thayer's  Gull  was  neted  at  Farmingten  Bay 


Wildlife  Management  Area,  Utah  28  February  2007.  Photo- 
graph by  Jerry  Liguori. 

Washington,  UT  (p.a.,  RF,  KW).  If  accepted, 
this  would  be  the  first  confirmed  record  of  the 
species  for  Utah. 

Black  Phoebes  were  found  n.  of  their  ex- 
pected range  in  Rush  Valley,  Tooele,  UT  (30 
Dec;  TA)  and  Idlewild  Park,  Reno,  Washoe, 
NV  (21  Feb;  FP).  Moderate  numbers  of 
Northern  Shrikes  were  reported  this  winter 
from  four  Nevada  counties  (Carson,  Churchill, 
Nye,  and  Washoe)  and  five  Utah  counties 
(Davis,  San  Juan,  Tooele,  Utah,  and  Washing- 
ton). A Blue  Jay  was  an  unexpected  Christ- 
mas Day  surprise  at  East  Canyon,  Morgan,  UT 
(KP).  Wintering  Varied  Thrushes  were  report- 
ed in  Nevada  from  Mogul,  Reno,  Washoe  6 
Dec  O&GA)  and  from  Las  Vegas,  Clark  26  Jan 
(RS,  DG);  Utah  reports  came  from  the  Spring- 
dale  Pond,  Washington  (17  Dec-27  Jan;  KW, 
DK  et  al),  Smithfield,  Cache  (26  Dec;  BR), 
and  the  Jordan  River  Parkway,  Salt  Lake  (22 
Jan-2  Feb;  RW,  PF).  A Sage  Thrasher  was  a 


This  Mew  Gull,  one  of  sewral  sbserwed  in  the  Great  Basin  this  winter,  visited  Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe  County,  Nevada  from 
14-19  (here  19)  February  2007.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


surprise  winter  visitor  on  27  Jan  at  Carson  L., 
Churchill,  NV  (MMe). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FIHCHES 

A Swamp  Sparrow  was  a nice  winter  find  13 
Jan  at  Utah  L.,  Utah,  UT  (S&CS,  JB).  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  reported  from  only 
two  Nevada  counties  (Churchill  and  Clark); 
however,  11  were  found  in  seven  Utah  coun- 
ties: Box  Elder,  Cache,  Davis,  Salt  Lake,  San 
Juan,  Wasatch,  and  Washington.  The  only  Ne- 
vada Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Manzanita  Park, 
Reno,  Washoe  16  Dec  (GS  et  al),  while  5 were 
found  between  four  Utah  locations:  15  Dec  at 
South  Weber,  Davis  (KP);  4 Dec-t  at  Lytle  (LT 
et  al);  22  Jan  at  Howell,  Box  Elder  (BB);  and 
26  Jan-10  Feb  at  Willard  Bay  S.E,  Box  Elder 
(KP  et  al).  As  in  previous  years,  the  wintering 
longspur  hotspot  in  the  Great  Basin  was  at 
Carson  L.,  Churchill,  NV  A single  McCowti’s 
Longspur  was  found  there  26  Dec  (TL),  and 
5 were  reported  6 Jan  (MMe).  At  least  3 Lap- 
land  Longspurs  were  found  at  Carson  L.  20 
Dec-13  Jan  (MMe,  RS  et  al),  and  a Chestnut- 
collared  Longspur  was  there  26  Dec  (TL). 
Counts  of  more  than  20  Lapland  Longspurs 
were  reported  from  opposite  ends  of  Utah; 
longspurs  were  observed  mixed  with  Horned 
Lark  flocks  in  the  Hurricane  Fields,  Washing- 
ton (14  Jan-1  Feb;  RF  et  al.)  in  the  sw.  corner 
of  the  state  and  near  Howell,  Box  Elder  (18-22 
Jan;  KP  et  al.)  in  the  nw.  corner.  Snow 
Buntings  graced  Rush  Valley,  Tooele,  UT  30 
Dec  (TA),  Howell,  Box  Elder,  UT  21-22  Jan 
(ph.  TA,  CN),  and  Farmington  Bay  4 Feb 
(J&KB).  An  ad.  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
brightened  a residence  in  s.  Reno,  Waslioe,  NV 
10  Dec  OH). 


Asmus  (KAs),  Tim  Avery,  Mike  Baker,  Glenn 
Barlow,  Betsy  Beneke,  Joel  and  Kathy  Beyer, 
Jack  Binch  QBi),  Ned  Bixler,  Je  Anne  Branca 
QBr),  Kristen  Cornelia,  Betty  & Bob  Daven- 
port, Keith  Evans,  Rick  Fridell,  Pomera 
Fronce,  Dennis  Ghiglieri,  Lu  Giddings,  Bob 
Goodman,  Sylvia  Gray,  Dave  Hanscom,  Bill 
Henry,  Jonathon  Heywood,  Pat  Jividen,  D. 
Aaron  Keller,  Ed  Kurtz,  Tim  Lenz,  Dave  Mc- 
Ninch,  Martin  Meyers  (MMe),  Mike  Moore 
(MMo),  Colby  Neuman,  Carol  Perry,  Fred  Pe- 
tersen, Ilya  Povalyaev,  Kristin  Purdy,  Will 
Richardson,  Buck  Russell,  Greg  Scyphers, 
Dennis  Serdehely  (DSe),  Bryan  Shirley,  Den- 


Two  third-winter  Western  Gulls  weie  lejnd  m the  Gicai 
Basin  in  winter  2006-2007,  including  this  individual  pho- 
tographed 27  December  2006  at  the  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt 
Lake  County,  Utah.  This  gull,  which  confirmed  a first  state 
record,  remained  at  the  Lee  Kay  Ponds  through  20  January 
2007;  remarkably,  it  was  relocated  over  a month  later,  on 
24  February,  at  Farmington  Bay  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
in  Davis  County.  Photograph  by  Tim  Amy. 

nis  Shirley  (DSh),  Justin  Shirley,  Steve  & 
Cindy  Sommerfield,  Rose  Strickland,  Steve 
Ting,  Carolyn  Titus,  Larry  Tripp,  Jon  Wagner, 
Alan  Wallace,  David  Wheeler,  Kevin  Wheeler, 
and  Roberta  Wherritt.  ^ 


Contributors  and  cited  observers:  John  & Rick  Fridell,  3505  West  290  North 
Gisela  Anderson,  Keith  Archibald  (KAr),  Kim  Hurricane,  Utah  84737,  (rfrideliifflredrock.net) 
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Winter  2006-2007  was  characterized 
by  heavy  snows  in  December  and 
January,  but  a February  warming 
trend  ushered  in  early  migration  and  breeding 
by  several  species.  Improved  grassland  condi- 
tions across  the  south  resulted  in  strong 
showings  by  many  species,  especially  grass- 
land raptors,  pipits,  and  sparrows.  Gulls  were 
much  in  the  news,  including  New  Mexico’s 
first  Iceland  Gulls  and  second  confirmed 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull. 

Abbreviations:  B.L. N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  C.C.N.E  (Carlsbad  Caverns  N.R); 
E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  G.B.A.  (Gila  Bird 
Area,  riparian  habitat  along  Gila  R.  below 
Riverside);  L.V.N.W.R.  (Las  Vegas  N.W.R.); 
R.G.V  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rattlesnake 
Springs  and  vicinity  Eddy). 

SWANS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A good  iundra  Swan  season  found  3 in  the 
Maxwell  area  2 Dec-7  Jan  (ph.  DC,JEP,  MW), 
3 at  Cherry  L.,  Mora  1 Jan  (MW),  4 at 
L.V.N.W.R.  2 Dec  QEP),  and  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  1 Dec  QH).  An  impressive  47 
Wood  Ducks  were  at  Mesilla  Dam  8 Dec 
(CGL);  noteworthy  for  the  sw.  were  2 at  Glen- 
wood  21  Jan  (fide  D.  Beatty)  and  one  in  the 
Animas  Valley  31  Dec  OEP).  Getting  an  early 
start  was  a Mallard  nesting  at  Santa  Fe  23  Feb 
(LS).  High  count  for  Greater  Scaup  was  9 at 
Ute  L.  9 Dec  (ph.  DC),  where  there  were  4 on 
6 Jan  OEP)  and  2 on  28  Jan  (NP,  MB).  Con- 
tinuing from  Nov,  2 Surf  Scoters  lingered  at 
Deming  until  9 Dec  (LM,  JO).  A White- 
winged Scoter  was  in  the  Maxwell- 
Stubblefield  area  3 Dec-1  Jan  (ph.  DC,  JEP, 
ph.  MH).  Up  to  2 Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at 
Stubblefield  L.  7 Dec-28  Feb  (ph.  DC,  JEP, 


NP,  MB,  BN,  CR).  Noteworthy  for  s.  Hidalgo 
was  a Bufflehead  at  McKinney  Tank  w.  of  An- 
telope Wells  23  Feb  (DG).  Maintaining  a Col- 
fax presence  were  a male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
at  Stubblefield  L.  2 Dec-6  Jan  QEP,  ph.  DC), 
where  there  was  a female  1-6  Jan  (ph.  DC);  a 
male  was  there  again  23  Feb  (DC). 

Single  Pacific  Loons  at  Conchas  L.  4 Jan 
(MH)  and  Sunland  Park  17  Dec  (BN,  CR) 
provided  the  only  reports.  An  impressive  raft 
of  35  Horned  Grebes  was  at  Ute  L.  4 Jan 
(MH);  in  the  R.G.V,  singles  were  at  Cochiti  L. 
10  & 26  Dec  (WH)  and  Caballo  L.  16  Feb 
OEP),  and  up  to  2 were  at  E.B.L.  14  Dec  (RD) 
and  27  Jan  (BN,  CR).  North  for  the  season 
were  an  American  White  Pelican  at  Ute  L.  7 
Jan  (MW)  and  a Double-crested  Cormorant  at 
Farmington  16  Dec  (AN).  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant made  a small  comeback  in  the  R.G.V, 
with  highs  of  14  at  Bosque  28  Jan  (WH),  16  at 
E.B.L.  19  Feb  (CR),  24  at  Caballo  L.  3 Feb 
(WH),  8-9  at  Burn  L.  9-10  Feb  OEP,  MS,  JZ), 
and  one  at  Sunland  Park  5 & 12  Jan  (MS,JZ, 


Adding  to  a series  of  recent  New  Mexico  records,  this  Crested 
Caracara  was  in  the  Animas  Vailey,  Hidalgo  County  31  De- 
cember 2006.  Photograph  by  Charles  S.  Britt. 


JEP);  noteworthy  for  Eddy  was  one  at  R.S.  25 
Jan  (ph.  C.  Riegelmayer).  Single  American 
Bitterns  were  at  B.L.N.W.R.  2 & 13  Jan  (SW, 
JB)  and  Mesilla  10  Dec  (M.  Brooks).  North 
was  a Great  Egret  at  Socorro  20  Jan  OEP); 
high  count  for  winter  was  33  at  Six  Mile  Dam 
3 Feb  (SW).  Apparently  wintering  were  a 
Snowy  Egret  near  Dona  Ana  11  Jan  (MS)  and 
3 at  Mesquite  22  Jan  (CGL).  Very  late  was  an 
ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  Caballo  L.  3 Dec 
(DH).  Providing  a winter  first,  a Reddish 


Egret  was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  19  Dec-4  Jan  (ph. 
JH),  where  one  had  been  present  in  Oct.  A 
Cattle  Egret  was  n.  to  Bosque  7 & 15  Jan  (BN, 
CR,  RD);  others  were  in  Dona  Ana  Dec-Feb, 
including  a high  count  of  74  at  Las  Cruces  16 
Dec  (XL).  A White-faced  Ibis  wintered  at  Be- 
len  16  Dec-24  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  at  least  one 
was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  27  Dec-21  Feb  OH),  where 
2 were  seen  2 Jan  (SW).  Late  were  2 Turkey 
Vultures  at  Roswell  16  Dec  (SB);  unexpected 
in  winter  was  one  e.  of  Animas  12  Jan  QB). 

KITES  THROUGH  GULLS 

Good  grassland  conditions  proved  attractive 
to  White-tailed  Kites  in  s.  New  Mexico,  with 
reports  from  four  counties,  including  one  in 
the  Animas  Valley  9 Jan  (SS,  JY),  a pair  plus  a 
single  e.  of  Hermanas  22  Feb  (RM),  a pair 
near  Isaack  L.  7-24  Dec  (ph.  JO,  ph.  CGL,  ph. 
DG,  m.ob.),  and  one  at  Seven  Rivers  W.M.A. 
9-21  Dec  (ph.  SW,  JO).  Another  raptor  that 
benefited  from  healthy  grasslands  was  North- 
ern Harrier,  which  was  unusually  numerous 
statewide,  including  detections  on  26  of  29 
Christmas  Birds  Counts.  North  in  the  R.G.V 
was  a Harris’s  Hawk  at  Sevilleta  N.W.R.  19 
Dec  (N&SC);  4 were  near  Tularosa  6 & 22 
Feb  (CRB,  CGL),  while  in  the  sw.,  7 were  in 
Luna  (LM)  and  2 were  in  Hidalgo  (fide  RSS)  2 
Dec.  An  ad.  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  apparent- 
ly one  of  the  e.  subspecies,  was  near  Radium 
Springs  11-15  Feb  (MS,  ph.  JZ,  m.ob.).  High 
counts  for  Ferruginous  Hawk  were  21  at  the 
Navajo  farms  s.  of  Farmington  3 Feb  (AN) 
and  13  at  Las  Vegas  27  Dec  (DE).  Far  s.,  a 
Rough-legged  Hawk  was  at  Cloverdale  18  Feb 
(GB,  SS),  and  2 were  at  Six  Mile  Dam  23  Jan 
(SW).  An  imm.  Crested  Caracara  was  in  the 
Animas  Valley  31  Dec  (ph.  CGL,  ph.  CRB, 
CR),  the  2nd  consecutive  winter  for  the 
species  in  Hidalgo.  Merlins  were  well  distrib- 
uted Dec-Feb,  especially  in  the  sw.,  including 
a high  5 on  the  Peloncillo  Mountains  C.B.C. 
31  Dec  (AC);  noteworthy  for  the  e.  was  one  at 
Jal  4 Feb  (SW).  Single  Peregrine  Falcons  lin- 
gered into  Dec  at  several  s.  locales,  including 
2 in  the  Animas  Valley  31  Dec  (AC);  one  in  w. 
Dona  Ana  7 Jan  (MS,  JZ)  provided  the  only 
detailed  Jan  report. 

Late  for  the  n.  were  3 Virginia  Rails  at  Stub- 
blefield L.  1 Jan  (DC).  Noteworthy  for  Hidal- 
go were  300  Sandhill  Cranes  at  Virden  29  Dec 
(JEP)  and  over  1000  at  Cotton  City  31  Jan 
(DG);  an  albino  Sandhill  was  near  Hermanas 
30  Jan  (J.  Krakowski).  Black-necked  Stilts 
again  wintered  at  Sunland  Park,  including  5 
on  2 Jan  (MS,  JZ)  and  4 on  12-13  Jan  QEP, 
CGL);  14  were  there  9 Feb  OEP).  Late  Amer- 
ican Avocets  were  5 at  Lordsburg  Playa  5 Dec 
(DG)  and  2 at  Sunland  Park  10  Dec  (NP);  ear- 
liest were  2 in  Doiia  Ana  15  Feb  (LM)  and  8 at 
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Mew  Gulls  were  documented  at  four  New  Mexico  locales  this  season,  including  these  two  (left  and  background  right,  with 
Ring-billeds)  at  Elephant  Butte  Lake,  Sierra  County  1 1 February  2007.  Photograph  by  Gary  K.  Froehtich. 


Lordsburg  Playa  22  Feb  (ph.  J.  Bird).  Note- 
worthy for  midwinter  was  a Lesser  Yellowlegs 
with  3 Greaters  at  Bosque  7 Jan  (BN,  CR);  an- 
other was  with  2 Greaters  near  Loving  23  Dec 
(SW).  Increasingly  evident  in  winter,  83 
Long-billed  Curlews  were  in  the  Loving  area 

23  Dec  (C.  Cranston,  SW);  in  Luna,  13  were 
ne.  of  Hermanas  16  Jan  (LM),  and  11  were 
there  22  Feb  (RM),  while  9 were  w.  of  Colum- 
bus 27  Jan  (DH).  Nicely  documented  were 
single  Dunlins  at  Holloman  L.  8 Dec-22  Feb 
QO,  ph.  JB,  m.ob.)  and  Lordsburg  Playa  3 Feb 
(ph.  RFS).  Typically  scarce  in  winter,  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  this  season  included  15  at  Santa 
Rosa  L.  17  Dec  (WW),  30  at  Six  Mile  Dam  23 
Jan  (SW),  and  40  at  L.  Avalon  21  Feb  (SW); 
in  the  R.G.V,  one  was  at  E.B.L.  22  Dec  (CGL), 
and  one  to  2 were  at  Caballo  L.  9 Dec  (CGL) 
and  3-19  Feb  (m.ob.).  A strong  showing  by 
Mew  Gull  produced  an  ad.  at  Farmington  16 
Dec  (ph.  T.  Reeves),  one  to  2 ads.  at  E.B.L.  3- 
11  Feb  OEP,  DK,  WH,  ph.  GF),  an  ad.  at  Ca- 
ballo L.  29  Dec-27  Jan  (ph.  CGL,  ph.  MB,  ph. 
MH),  and  an  ad.  at  Sunland  Park  6 Dec-12 
Jan  ONP,  MS,  JZ,  ph.  CRB).  Herring  Gulls 
were  unusually  plentiful  at  E.B.L.,  with  12-22 
counted  on  various  dates  25  Jan-7  Feb 
(m.ob.)  and  a high  25  there  11  Feb  (WH); 
noteworthy  for  Mora  was  an  ad.  at  Galley’s  L. 
10  Feb  (BN,  CR).  The  gull  excitement  at 
E.B.L.  produced  an  ad.  Thayer’s  13  Jan-11 
Feb  OEP,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Providing  a New  Mexi- 
co first  was  an  extensively  documented  first- 
cycle  Iceland  Gull  at  Sunland  Park  5 Dec-26 
Feb  (ph.  JNP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CGL,  ph.  GF,  ph.  JB, 
ph.  MB,  ph.  JZ,  m.ob.);  another 
imm.  Iceland  was  discovered  at  Ca- 
ballo L.  4 Feb  (ph.  CGL),  some  100 
km  nw.  of  Sunland  Park.  An  ad. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  E.B.L. 

24  Jan-7  Feb  (GB,  ph.  JO,  ph.  MB, 
ph.  MH,  ph.  CGL,  ph.  JB,  ph.  SC, 
m.ob.)  provided  the  2nd  confirmed 
New  Mexico  record. 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Now  a conspicuous  component  of 
New  Mexico’s  avifauna,  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  was  found  on  27  of 
29  C.B.C.s,  including  a high  929  at 
Roswell  16  Dec  (SB)  and,  in  the  w.,  102  at 
Farmington  16  Dec  (AN),  33  at  Zuni  30  Dec 
QT),  and  95  at  Silver  City  17  Dec  (RSS).  A vo- 
cal pair  of  Inca  Doves  was  n.  to  Aztec  23  Jan+ 
(W.  McNall).  Another  good  Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  season  found  a male  at  Cotton  City  29 
Dec-4  Feb  OEP,  ph.  CGL,  CB,  JO),  a male  in 
the  middle  Animas  Valley  31  Dec  QEP),  and  a 
female  near  Radium  Springs  15  Jan-3  Feb 
(MS,  ph.  JZ,  DG);  a Common  Ground-Dove 


was  with  the  Ruddy  at  Cotton  City  29  Dec-27 
Jan  OEP,  CRB).  Apparently  another  refugee 
from  the  cagebird  trade,  a Military  Macaw  was 
at  Sunland  Park  24  Dec  (WW)  and  9 Jan  OY). 
Up  to  6 Whiskered  Screech-Owls  were  active 
in  Clanton  Canyon  12  Jan  (ph.  MH).  Some  25 
Long-eared  Owls  were  in  a saltcedar  roost 
near  Santa  Teresa  10  (CGL)  & 16  Feb  (MS, 
ph.  JZ);  other  day  roosts  included  8 in 
saltcedar  near  Cimarron  27  Feb  (DC),  5 in 


sumac  at  Hiblar  Tank  near  Las  Cruces  16 
Dec-11  Feb  (DG,  CGL),  and  6 in  the  Animas 
Valley  31  Dec  OEP);  very  early,  a Long-eared 
was  incubating  a nest  in  mesquite  n.  of  Ha- 
chita  22  Feb  (RM).  Improved  grasslands  re- 
sulted in  multiple  Short-eared  Owl  reports: 
singles  near  Maxwell  10  Feb  (BN,  CR),  Zuni’s 
Tekapo  L.  28-30  Dec  OT),  and  C.C.N.P.  16 
Dec  (SW),  3 near  Rodeo  30  Dec  (CR),  and  4 
in  the  Animas  Valley  31  Dec  (CR);  one  win- 


tered Dec-Feb  near  Hermanas  (DH). 

Remarkable  were  20  White-throated  Swifts 
n.  to  Farmington  15  Jan  (A.  James,  fide  AN); 
other  mid-winter  concentrations  were  25  at 
R.S.  8 Jan  (SW),  100  at  Davies  Tank,  Doha 
Ana  25  Jan  (DG),  and  20  near  Radium  Springs 
27  Jan  (CGL,  CRB).  A Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird was  e.  to  Carlsbad  Dec-Feb  (ph. 
SW),  where  an  Anna’s  persisted  until  28  Jan 
(SW);  the  Anna’s  at  Eunice  in  Nov  was  last 
seen  4 Dec  (P  McCasland).  Nicely  document- 
ed was  a male  Rufous  Hummingbird  at  Silver 
City  17  Dec  (ph.  M.  Murphy);  undetailed  was 
one  at  Las  Cruces  16  Dec  (TL).  Unexpected 
were  2-3  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  at  Virden  29 
Dec-3  Feb  QEP,  JO);  another  was  s.  to  Mesil- 
la  22-24  Feb  (MS,  ph.  JZ,  CGL,  ph.  CRB). 
Several  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  w.  to 
the  R.G.V  and  environs,  including  singles  at 
Los  Alamos  3 Dec-16  Jan  (ph.  B.  Swartz), 
Santa  Fe  2 Jan  (DE)  and  20  Feb  (BF),  Bosque 
22  Dec-28  Jan  (m.ob.),  Percha  9 Dec-4  Feb 
(CGL,  CB,  JEP),  and  Leasburg  27  Jan-10  Feb 
(m.ob.,  ph.  JZ,  ph.  CGL);  2 were  in  the  San- 
dia  Mts.  26  Dec  (NV).  North  was  a male  Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  near  Cimarron  18  Dec  (ph. 
DC).  Single  American  Three-toed  Woodpeck- 
ers were  at  Sandia  Crest  3 Dec  (J.  Joseph)  and 
29  Jan  (J.  Haw). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
SWALLOWS 

Wintering  Empidonax  flycatchers  continued 
to  increase,  including  single  apparent  Ham- 
mond’s at  E.B.L.  Dam  13  Jan  OEP),  Percha  17 
Dec-13  Jan  (BN,  CR,  CGL,  LM,  JEP),  near 


Providing  a first  for  New  Mexico,  this  Iceland  Gull  split  its  time  between 
Sunland  Park,  Doha  Ana  County  (here)  and  nearby  El  Paso,  Texas  5 (here  14) 
December  2006  through  26  February  2007.  Photograph  by  Gary  K.  Froehlich. 
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This  Iceland  Gull  at  Caballo  Lake,  Sierra  County  4 February  2007  was  the  second 
to  be  documented  in  New  Mexico  this  season.  Photograph  by  Carl  G.  Lundblad. 


Rincon  4 Feb  (MS,  ph.  JZ),  and  in  the  Animas 
Valley  13  Jan  (MH);  apparent  Duskies  were 
one  at  Bosque  15  Dec  (WH)  and  another  at  a 
different  site  there  Dec-Feb  (DH),  and  one  at 
Leasburg  14  Jan  and  3 Feb  (CGL).  Empidonax 
flycatchers  of  undetermined  species  were  up 
to  3 at  Bosque  15  Dec  (DH),  2 in  the  Pelon- 
cillo  Mts.  31  Dec  (fide  AC),  2 at  G.B.A.  9 Dec 
(RSS)  and  singles  there  22  Dec  and  2 Feb 
(RSS),  and  singles  near  Cliff  25  Jan  (LM)  and 
11  Feb  (SW),  Percha  17  Dec  (BN,  CR)  and  13 
Jan  OEP),  Roswell  16  Dec  (fide  SB),  and 
C.C.N.P  16  Dec  (fide  SW).  Black  Phoebes  in 
the  n.  were  2 at  Zuni’s  Blackrock  Dam  29  Dec 
(JT)  and  singles  at  Grants  18  Feb  (CG), 
Dixon  16  Dec  (RT),  and  Espanola  23  Dec 
(BF);  2 Say’s  lingered  at  Farmington  16  Dec 
(AN).  North  was  an  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Cor- 
rales  17  Dec  (DK,  CR);  one  was  w.  to  Cliff  30 
Dec  (RSS).  Vermilion  Flycatchers  increased 
their  wintering  presence  across  s.  New  Mexi- 
co, with  multiple  reports  for  Grant,  Hidalgo, 
Socorro,  Sierra,  Dona  Ana,  and  Eddy,  n.  were 
singles  at  Glenwood  23  Dec  (R.  Skaggs)  and 
Albuquerque  24  Dec  (CR).  For  the  2nd  con- 
secutive year,  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
wintered  below  Caballo  Dam,  where  seen  and 
heard  29  Dec  (DH)  and  10  Feb  QEP). 

Northern  Shrikes  were  conspicuous  in  Col- 
fax, with  singles  reported  from  seven  locales 
Dec-Feb  (m.ob.)  and  3 at  Raton  25  Dec  (DC); 
one  was  s.  to  Famy  10-18  Feb  (BN,  CR,  ph. 
JB).  Wintering  vireos  with  useful  details  were 
a Plumbeous  at  Percha  3 Dec  (ph.  CGF)  and 
a Blue-headed  near  Aguirre  Springs  8 Jan 
(MS,  ph.  JZ).  Maintaining  an  Organ  Mts.  pres- 
ence were  5 Hutton’s  Vireos  at  Aguirre 
Springs  25  Feb  (MS,  JZ)  and  2 in  Filmore 
Canyon  7 Jan  (ph.  CGF).  Blue  Jays  were  es- 
pecially prevalent  in  Colfax,  with  reports  from 
several  locales  and  including  5 at  Yankee  23 
Dec  (DC),  5 at  Chase  Ranch  near  Cimarron 
18  Dec  (DC),  4 on  Ponil  Cr.  near  Cimarron 
11  Feb  (BN,  CR),  3 at  Cimarron  21  Dec  (ph. 


EW),  and  2 at  Raton  19  Jan 
QEP).  Pinyon  Jays  continued 
scarce  in  the  n.  but  were  numer- 
ous in  the  sw,  including  500  at 
G.B.A.  1 Dec  (RSS),  953  at  Silver 
City  17  Dec  (RSS),  and  70  at 
Bear  Canyon  F.  5 Jan  (EF).  Sev- 
eral swallows  arrived  unusually 
early;  remarkable  was  an  ad. 
male  Purple  Martin  at  Deming 
27  Feb  (LM).  A Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  lingered 
near  Santa  Teresa  8 Dec  (CRB, 
CGL)  and  5 Jan  (MS,  JZ);  pre- 
sumably early  were  one  at  Radi- 
um Springs  9 Feb  OEP)  and  3 
there  16  Feb  (MS),  one  to  2 at 
Mesilla  16  Feb  (CRB),  2 at  Percha  19  Feb 
(CR),  and  one  at  Caballo  L.  19  Feb  (CR).  Also 
early  were  numerous  Cliff  Swallows  in  Dona 
Ana  25  Feb  (CGL).  Fourteen  Cave  Swallows 
returned  to  C.C.N.P.  5 Feb  (fide  SW),  and  an 
early  Barn  was  at  Carlsbad  25  Feb  (SW). 

WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Noteworthy  at  2620  m was  a Canyon  Wren  at 
Black  L.,  Colfax  7-16  Feb  (ph.  P.  Monk). 
North  for  the  season  were  single  House 
Wrens  at  Cerrillos  4 Feb  (LS)  and  Madrid  7 
Feb  (LS).  Winter  Wrens  were  singles  at  two 


upper  Cimarron  Canyon  sites  1-26  Dec  (DC) 
and  at  Cliff  21  Jan  (E.  Wootten).  The  Ameri- 
can Dipper  at  Percha  since  Oct  was  last  re- 
ported 9 Feb  OEP).  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
with  useful  details  were  singles  at  Petroglyph 
N.M.  17  Dec  (NP)  and  Santa  Teresa  8 Dec 
(CRB,  CGL).  A Black-tailed  Gnatcatcher  at 
E.B.L.  Dam  3 Feb  OEP)  provided  a new 
R.G.V.  locale,  and  2 were  at  Leasburg  9 Feb 
(MS,  JZ);  noteworthy  were  4 in  the  Mocking- 
bird Mts.,  Socono  4 Jan  (CGL)  and  2 in  the 
Fairview  Mts.,  Sierra  4 Jan  (CGL).  Eastern 
Bluebirds,  presumably  of  the  w.  Mexican  sub- 
species, were  plentiful  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts., 


including  54  there  31  Dec  (AC);  others  in  the 
w.  included  2 at  Zuni  30  Dec  OT),  25  at  ’ 

G.B.A.  16  Dec  (RSS),  and  6 at  Deming  6 Dec  ' 

(LM);  Easterns  were  plentiful  from  the  R.G.V. 
eastward,  including  highs  of  97  at  Albu- 
querque 17  Dec  (HS)  and  80  in  the  Cabal- 
lo-Percha  area  30  Dec  (BV).  Western  Blue- 
birds were  mating  at  Cerrillos  7 Feb  (LS);  a | 
record  1033  Mountains  were  at  Farmington  | 
16  Dec  (AN).  Hermit  Thrush  remained  n.  in  ! 
numbers,  including  4 at  Farmington  16  Dec 
(AN),  8 at  Espanola  23  Dec  (BF),  12  at  Santa  i 
Fe  2 Jan  (DE),  and  one  at  Cimarron  11  Feb  1 
(DC);  39  were  at  Albuquerque  17  Dec  (HS).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  at  Corrales  17  Dec  (DK) 
marked  the  6th  winter  for  the  species  there; 
another  was  at  Eldorado  9 Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  J. 
Nelson-Moore).  Pushing  the  northern  enve- 
lope were  single  Curve-billed  Thrashers  at 
two  Cimarron  sites  15-16  Dec  (ph.  DC,  ph. 

EW)  and  one  at  Dixon  16  Dec  (RT);  a Crissal 
was  n.  to  Santa  Fe  2 Jan  (DE).  1: 

Lush  grasslands  produced  record  numbers  i 
of  Sprague’s  Pipits  in  the  sw,  especially  near 
Hermanas,  where  there  were  42  on  2 Dec 
(DH),  9 on  16  Jan  (LM),  13  on  27  Jan  (DH), 
and  one  17  Feb  (ph.  CGL,  CRB);  others  in- 
cluded 4 in  w.  Doha  Ana  7 Jan  (MS,  JZ),  where 
there  were  3 on  13  Jan  (ph.  CGL)  and  2 on  17 
Feb  (CGL,  ph.  CRB),  up  to  2 e.  of  Hachita  17 

Feb  (CGL),  3 in  the  Animas  | 
Valley  31  Dec  (CR),  and  2 in 
McKinney  Flats  near  Ante-  ; 
lope  Wells  5 Dec,  plus  singles 
there  20  Dec-25  Feb  (DG); 
farther  n.,  at  least  one 
Sprague’s  was  in  Socorro 
grasslands  w.  of  Bingham  16 
Dec  and  5 Jan  (JEP).  A Phain-  | 
opepla  pair  was  n.  to  Socorro  ’ 
Dec-Feb  (P.  Basham),  and  ' 

singles  were  at  two  Bosque 
sites  15  Dec  (WH,  C.  Brozek). 

Two  Olive  Warblers  were  vo- 
cal at  Aguirre  Springs  7 Jan 
(DG)and25Feb(MS,JZ).  I 
Now  regular  in  winter  in  ' 
the  lower  R.G.V,  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  noted  at  eight  Doha  Ana  sites  Dec-Feb 
(m.ob.);  lingering  into  mid-Dec  were  singles 
at  Silver  City  17  Dec  (RSS),  Animas  Valley  20 
Dec  (DG),  the  Avalon-Brantley  area  17  Dec 
(T.  Hines),  and  R.S.  16  Dec  (SW).  Remark- 
ably late  was  an  ad.  male  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  at  Caballo  Dam  26  Dec  (fide  BV).  A i 
Pine  Warbler  was  a surprise  at  Velarde  16  Dec 
(ph.  M.  MacRoberts).  Unexpected  was  a male 
Wilson’s  Warbler  near  Radium  Springs  25  Dec 
(MS,  ph.  JZ);  a female  was  seen  earlier  at  j 
Mesilla  Dam  2 Dec  (ph.  CGL)  and  apparently 
wintered,  as  it  was  seen  8 Feb  (CGL). 


Providing  New  Mexico's  second  confirmed  record,  this  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
at  Elephant  Butte  Lake,  Sierra  County  24  (here  30)  January  through  7 February 
2007.  Photograph  by  Steven  W.  Cox. 
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Historically  scarce  in  New  Mexico,  Lapland  Longspur  has  been  found  with  increasing  frequency  in  recent  years;  these  were 
part  of  a flock  of  some  150  near  Maxwell,  Colfax  County  3 February  2007.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 


SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Cassin’s  Sparrow  was  singing  e.  of  Las 
Cruces  by  17  Feb  (fide  HS).  A high  count  of 
72  Rufous-crowned  Sparrows  came  from  the 
Peloncilio  Mts.  31  Dec  (AC).  Two  American 
Tree  Sparrows  were  s.  to  Albuquerque  24  Dec 
(CR).  Both  Chipping  and  Brewer’s  Sparrows 
were  abundant  across  the  south;  northerly 
Chippings  included  2 at  Farmington  16  Dec 
(AN),  12  at  Albuquerque  17  Dec  (MH),  and  8 
in  the  Sandia  Mts.  26  Dec  (W.  Rowe,  NV), 
while  northerly  Brewer’s  were  one  at  Zuni  27 
Dec  QT),  4 at  Petroglyph  N.M.  17  Dec  (NP), 
and  92  at  Sevilleta  N.W.R.  19  Dec  (N&SC). 
Unexpected  in  winter,  single  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Rodeo  21  Jan  (R.  Webster) 
and  Columbus  29  Dec  (CR).  A Black-chinned 
Sparrow  was  n.  to  the  Sandia  Mts.  26  Dec  (NP, 
MB).  An  impressive  26  Lark  Sparrows  were  at 
Virden  29  Dec  0EP)>  arid  20  were  there  26  Jan 
OEP);  other  credible  reports  were  2 at  Cotton 
City  4 Feb  (JO)  and  singles  at  Columbus  29 
Dec  (CR)  and  near  Mesilla  9 Dec  (CRB)  and 
7 Jan  (ph.  CGL).  Conditions  favored  Lark 
Buntings  in  the  sw,  with  2500  near  Colum- 
bus 29  Dec  (CR)  and  1000  near  Animas  30 
Dec  OEP). 

Grasshopper  Sparrows  where  rarely  en- 
countered in  winter  were  singles  w.  of  Bing- 
ham 25  Jan  (CRB,  CGL),  at  San  Simon 
Cienega  26  Jan  QEP),  and  at  1950  m above 
Owl  Canyon,  Peloncilio  Mts.  27  Dec  and  22 
Feb  (CDL);  a high  count  of  30  came  from  the 
Peloncilio  Mts.  31  Dec  (AC).  Baird’s  Spar- 
rows with  useful  details  were  4 in  the  middle 
Animas  Valley  31  Dec  (CR),  up  to  5 in  the  s. 
Animas  Valley  18  Feb  (SS,  GB),  and  2 in 
McKinney  Flats  near  Antelope  Wells  17  Jan, 


with  one  there  24  Feb  (DG);  one  or  more 
passed  through  Otero  Mesa  grasslands  in 
early  Dec  (RM).  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  was 
at  Carlsbad  17  Dec  (SW);  undetailed  was  an- 
other reported  on  Otero  Mesa  in  early  Dec 
(RM).  Fox  Sparrow  made  a strong  showing, 
with  one  to  3 at  1 1 sites  in  nine  counties,  in- 
cluding singles  n.  to  Montezuma  1 Feb  (TB, 
ph.  CB),  e.  to  Ute  L.  28  Jan  (NP,  MB),  w.  to 
the  Peloncilio  Mts.  17  Feb  (CDL),  and  s.  to 
Sunland  Park  2 Jan  QNP)-  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows were  especially  numerous  in  mountain 
foothills  in  the  south,  including  a high  259 
in  the  Peloncilio  Mts.  31  Dec  (AC);  n.  were 
2 at  Espanola  23  Dec  (BF).  Noteworthy 
Swamp  Sparrows  were  singles  n.  to  Cimar- 
ron 2 Jan  (ph.  DC)  and  Espanola  23  Dec 
(BF),  one  at  Deming  22  Dec  (LM),  and  a 
high  6 w.  to  the  Peloncilio  Mts.  31  Dec  (AC). 
North  were  single  White-throated  Sparrows 
at  Sugarite  S.R  25  Dec  (DC),  Yankee  Canyon 
25  Dec  (DC),  and  Montezuma  20  Jan  (TB, 
ph.  CB).  One  to  2 Harris’s  Sparrows  were  at 
10  sites  in  Colfax,  Sandoval,  Bernalillo,  So- 
corro, Doha  Ana,  Grant,  Hidalgo,  and  Eddy 
Dec-Feb.  A good  Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
season  produced  singles  at  Santa  Rosa  17 
Dec  (WW),  Placitas  30  Dec  QM),  Petroglyph 
N.M.  17  Dec  (NP),  and  Peloncilio  Mts.  31 
Dec  (P.  Abbott).  A White-winged  Junco  was 
w.  to  Zuni’s  Mullen  Canyon  28  Dec  and  1 Jan 
(JT).  Continuing  from  Nov,  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  conspicuous  in  the  Maxwell 
area,  with  small  numbers  there  Dec-Jan  but 
an  impressive  150  n.  of  Maxwell  3 Feb  (ph. 
DC);  away  from  Colfax,  8 were  near  Ute  L.  6 
Jan  OEP).  and  2 were  s.  to  McIntosh  18  Feb 
(CR).  Impressive  numbers  of  Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspurs  made  good  use  of  s.  grass- 


lands, including  some  3400  near  Hermanas  2 
Dec  (DH),  over  1860  at  Sevilleta  N.W.R.  21 
Dec  (DK,  MH,  N&SC),  and  about  1100  in 
the  Animas  Valley  31  Dec  (CR).  Two  North- 
ern Cardinals  were  at  Santa  Rosa  17  Dec 
(WW). 

Historically  scarce  in  winter,  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  numbered  some  2200  at  Deming 
15  Dec  (LM),  5000  near  Hermanas  4 Feb  (JO), 
300  at  Mesilla  5 Dec  (CGL),  and  500  at  Sun- 
land  Park  12  Jan  QEP).  Nicely  documented 
were  4 Rusty  Blackbirds  at  Ute  L.  9 Dec  (ph. 
DC)  and  at  least  2 at  Davies  Tank,  Doha  Ana 
20  Dec-8  Jan  (ph.  CGL,  CRB,  MS,  ph.  JZ).  A 
record  326  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  n.  to 
Farmington  16  Dec  (AN).  Far  w.  was  a Com- 
mon Crackle  at  Virden  29  Dec  OEP).  A high 
30  Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  at  Las  Cruces  16 
Dec  (TL),  and  smaller  numbers  lingered  there 
Jan-Feb;  5 Brown-headeds  were  n.  to  Maxwell 
5 Jan  (ph.  DC).  Rosy-finches  returned  in 
numbers  to  Sandia  Crest  where,  through  11 
Mar,  773  had  been  banded  this  season:  579 
Blacks,  186  Gray-crowneds  (including  104 
Hepburn’s),  and  8 Brown-cappeds  (N&SC); 
elsewhere,  one  Gray-crowned  was  at  Placitas 
29-30  Dec  OM),  14  Brown-cappeds  were  at 
Montezuma  20  Jan-12  Feb  (TB,  ph.  CB),  and 
a flock  of  15  rosy-finches  was  on  Mt.  Taylor  18 
Feb  (CG).  Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  staged  a 
mini-invasion  in  the  sw,  with  singles  at  Radi- 
um Springs  15  Dec  QO)  and  the  Carlisle  Mine, 
Grant  31  Dec  (ph.  RFS)  and  7 at  San  Simon 
Cienega  5 Jan  (NP,  MB). 
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Abnormally  dry  conditions  favored  ob- 
servers, but  a hard  mid-January  freeze 
damaged  crops  and  routed  many  in- 
sectivores.  The  hrst  state  record  Couch’s 
Kingbird  made  do  with  dead  honeybees.  An- 
other first,  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  came 
earlier  in  the  season.  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
found  in  unprecedented  numbers. 

Abbreviations:  A.VS.T.R  (Avra  Valley  S.T.R), 
B.T.A.  (Boyce-Thompson  Arboretum), 
G.W.R.  (Gilbert  Water  Ranch),  H.R.E  (Has- 
sayampa  R.  Preserve),  L.C.R.V  (lower  Col- 
orado R.  Valley),  S.P.R.  (San  Pedro  R.),  Sweet- 
water (Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson),  White- 
water  (Whitewater  Draw  W.A.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  persisting  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  alter- 
nated between  two  Scottsdale  locations  all 
season  (m.ob.).  Very  rare  in  Arizona,  a blue- 
morph  Ross’s  Goose  was  at  Cibola  N.W.R.  21 
Dec  (B.  Hart).  More  Cackling  Geese  (p.a.) 
were  reported,  with  a “probable”  in  Phoenix 
25  Dec  (DS),  3 in  Scottsdale  6-9  Jan  (TC,  ph. 
PD),  one  in  Goodyear  20  Feb  (ph.  M.  Her- 
ring), and  the  fall  bird  still  in  Goodyear 
through  25  Feb  (KR,  m.ob.).  Tundra  Swans 
were  seen  in  above-average  numbers:  24  at 
Whitewater  5 Dec  (SW,  TW),  up  to  6 at  Wat- 
son L.  5 Dec-19  Feb  (BN,  S.  & S.  Burk,  CST), 
2 in  Pinetop  16  Dec  (fide  J.  Videle),  one  at 
Benson  18  Dec-26  Feb  (CC,  ph.  M.  Auslan- 
der),  one  at  A.VS.T.R  20  Dec  (AC),  one  at 
Palo  Verde  24  Dec-27  Jan  (DPo,  TC  et  al), 
and  4 at  Havasu  N.W.R.  28  Dec  (fide  N. 
Miller).  A female  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  a 
good  find  in  Scottsdale  20-21  Dec  (KR,  ph. 
PD).  In  greater  Phoenix,  at  least  6 male 


Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found  on  the  water- 
fowl  survey  20  Jan  (fide  TC);  others  were  at 
Flagstaff  3 Jan-8  Feb  Q.  Hildebrand,  ph.  G. 
Botello)  and  L.  Mary  23  Feb  (L.  Harter).  The 
hybrid  wigeon  wintered  again  in  Willcox 
(MMS,  pb.  CDB).  Extralimital  Mexican 
Ducks  were  at  Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  28  Jan 
(PD)  and  Thatcher  16  Feb  (TC).  Numbers  of 
Blue-winged  Teal  have  increased  in  recent 
winters,  with  20  at  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  16  Dec 
0- Jones,  TC)  and  34  on  the  Tucson  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (fide  S.  Birky);  at  least  25  remained 
through  Jan  (m.ob.). 

Rare  away  from  the  Colorado  R.,  up  to  3 
Greater  Scaup  wintered  again  in  Tempe  (PD), 
and  one  was  at  Benson  6-7  Jan  (SF).  A Surf 
Scoter,  present  since  fall,  remained  at  Parker 
Dam  through  14  Feb  (CB,  SSt,  ph.  MMS). 
More  Long-tailed  Ducks  than  usual  were  seen: 
one  taken  by  a hunter  on  the  San  Carlos  R., 
Gila  24  Dec  (R.  Babb,  Jidc  TC),  one  at  Parker 
Dam  9 Dec-14  Feb  (CB,  SSt,  ph.  MMS),  3 at 
Green  Valley  S.T.R  9 Dec  (R.  Freeman,  T. 
Staudt,  ph.  T.  Kent),  one  in  Tucson  12-25  Dec 
(R.  Lasky  ph.  MMS),  one  in  Glen  Canyon  27 
Dec-3  Jan  (G.  Nealon),  and  one  at  Willow 
Beach,  L.  Mohave  31  Jan-26  Mar  (ph.  J. 
Barnes).  Casual  away  from  the  Colorado  R.,  a 


throated  Loon  in  Arizona,  so  one  on  the  Bill 
Williams  Arm  of  L.  Havasu  9-26  Dec  (tCB,  ! 
SSt,  ph.  MMS)  created  a stir.  Two  were  to- 
gether there  16-17  Dec  (ph.,  tMMS,  MP;  B. 
Sutton).  Pacific  Loons  are  rare  even  in  the 
L.C.R.V  One  with  an  injured  wing  was  at  L. 
Havasu,  Site  6 between  19  Dec  and  14  Feb 
(W.  Sutton,  CL);  at  Katherine  Landing,  2 were 
seen  14  Jan  (R.  Wilt)  followed  by  4 there  20 
Jan  QY  et  al.);  and  one  was  on  the  Bill 
Williams  Arm  3 Feb  (R.  Haaseth,  D.  Finch). 
Four  Common  Loons  were  on  Upper  L.  Mary 
1 Dec  (N.  Gaines),  14  were  on  L.  Havasu  9 
Jan  (MMS,  MP),  2 were  at  Katherine  Landing 
20  Jan  (JY  et  al.),  and  one  was  at  Arizona  City 
20-27  Feb  (B.  Burns  et  al,  DJ).  A Yellow- 
billed Loon  reported  on  the  Bill  Williams  Arm 
14  Jan  (TR.  Wilt)  went  unconfirmed. 

Horned  Grebes,  expected  on  the  L.C.R.V. 
in  winter,  are  rare  elsewhere  in  Arizona.  Fif- 
teen continued  on  L.  Havasu  15  Dec  (MMS, 
MP),  2 were  in  Tucson  19  Dec-11  Jan  0-  Hig- 
gins, ph.  MMS),  one  was  on  Saguaro  L.  22  Jan 
(TC),  and  one  continued  in  Palo  Verde 
through  24  Dec  (TC  et  al.).  The  late-fall  Red- 
necked Grebe  at  Kearny  was  the  harbinger  of 
a spate  of  winter  reports  across  the  South- 
west. In  Arizona,  one  was  on  the  Bill  Williams 


Two  Red-throated  Loons  frequented  Bill  Williams  Delta  on  the  Lower  Colorado  River  9-26  (here  14)  December  2006.  There 
have  been  fewer  than  fifteen  records  of  the  species  from  Arizona.  Photograph  by  Mark  M.  SteMeason. 


male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  at  Sedona  S.T.R 
23  Dec  (T.  Linda).  In  the  past  20  years,  num- 
bers of  Hooded  Mergansers  wintering  in  Ari- 
zona have  increased  substantially;  94  were 
found  on  the  Phoenix  waterfowl  survey  20  Jan 
(fide  TC),  and  17  were  at  Pinetop  18  Feb 
(MMo).  In  Chandler,  up  to  400  Common  Mer- 
gansers in  Jan  (DP)  was  a large  concentration; 
up  to  200  were  at  Willcox  in  Jan  (EW,  SH). 
Red-breasted  Merganser  is  rare  away  from  the 
L.C.R.V.  Up  to  3 were  in  Palo  Verde  2-24  Dec 
(TC,  KR),  one  was  at  Arizona  City  through  6 
Dec  (m.ob.),  and  up  to  2 were  at  Casa  Grande 
S.T.R  through  1 Dec  (R  Salomon  et  al.). 

There  are  only  about  10  records  of  Red- 


Arm  7 Dec-20  Jan  (K.  Blair,  ph.  T.  Godfrey, 
MMS),  2 were  at  Mesquite  Bay,  L.  Havasu  26 
Dec-8  Jan  (S.  Barlow,  ph.  MMS),  with  possi- 
bly one  of  the  same  birds  at  Site  6 on  23  Eeb 
(ph.  K.  Brinnel),  and  one  was  above  Davis 
Dam  25  Jan  (TC). 

Stray  Brown  Pelicans  winter  irregularly  in 
the  L.C.R.V.  One  was  on  Martinez  L.  27  Dec 
(M.  Chambers),  4 on  L.  Havasu  1 Jan  (GB), 
and  one  on  Mittry  L.  5 Eeb  (DS).  The  20  Jan 
Phoenix  area  waterfowl  survey  tallied  190 
Neotropic  Cormorants  and  450  Douhle-crest- 
ed  Cormorants,  reflecting  the  explosive  in- 
crease in  numbers  of  both  species  there  in  re- 
cent years  (fide  TC).  At  Patagonia  L.,  16 


308 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARIZONA 


Neotropics  were  present  9 Feb,  with  numbers 
swelling  to  25  by  the  end  of  the  period  (RW, 
SH  et  al).  In  the  Prescott  area,  38  Double- 
cresteds  were  on  Willow  L.  16  Feb  (BN); 
smaller  numbers  were  reported  from  Goldwa- 
ter  L.  and  Lynx  L.  (BN,  S.  Burk).  American 
Bitterns  are  rare  visitors  to  Arizona.  Singles 
were  at  Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  16  Dec-11  Feb 
(M.  Scott,  TG),  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  2-3  Feb  (L. 
Miller),  and  Yuma  19  Feb+  (S.  Detwiler).  A 
Least  Bittern  was  calling  at  Saguaro  L.  22  Jan, 
where  they  apparently  have  not  p-eviously 
been  detected  in  winter  (TC).  Great  Blue 
Heron  nests  with  partially  grown  nestlings  in 
Chandler  21  Jan  (TC)  suggested  very  early 
egg-laying;  rookeries  typically  form  in  Feb  in 
the  low  desert.  A new  heronry  was  found  at 
Saguaro  L.  22  Jan  (TC).  Five  Great 
Egrets  v/ere  n.  to  Watson  L.  26  Dec 
(BN),  and  one  was  at  Willow  L.  9 Jan 
(BN),  where  they  have  been  consid- 
ered accidental  in  winter.  In  winter- 
ing flocks  of  up  to  250  White-faced 
Ibis,  a bird  identified  as  a Glossy  Ibis 
at  Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  20  Jan-16  Feb 
(TG,  ph.  J.  Holloway,  M.  Van  dewa- 
t.er,  H.  Speicher)  was  controversial;  it 
will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C. 

White-tailed  Kites  were  widely  re- 
ported again,  with  more  than  25  seen 
across  s.  Arizona  from  Yuma  (HD)  to 
San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  (REW).  The 
highlight  was  a group  of  10  together 
in  the  San  Rafael  Valley  6 Dec  (SH). 

Gray  Hawk  is  casual  in  winter  in  Ari- 
zona. Single  subads.  were  at  Amado  7 
Dec-24  Jan  (RW  et  al.)  and  San  Bernardino 
N.W.R.  17  Feb  (REW).  A Red-shouldered 
Hawk  continued  at  H.R.P.  (fide  V.  Mont- 
gomery), and  another  was  reported  from  St. 
David  27  Feb  (D.  Beaudette).  In  Tucson,  single 
Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  again  reported  at 
many  locations;  the  number  present  is  unclear. 
Others  were  seen  at  G.W.R.  19  Dec-6  Jan  (RW 
et  al.),  Camp  Creek  2 Jan  (W.  Thurber,  fide 
TC),  and  Chandler  21  Jan  (TC).  The  Crested 
Caracara  invasion  continued  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Flats,  with  multiple  reports  of  up  to  20  indi- 
viduals and  a single  report  of  33  at  one  site  (M. 
Kehl,  m.ob.). 

In  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  Mountain  Plover 
numbers  peaked  at  91  on  2 Dec  (DP,  MMo). 
The  peak  count  in  the  Sulfur  Springs  Valley 
was  60  (SH).  Six  were  reported  near  Vicks- 
burg 23  Dec  (PD,  M.  Weber),  and  10  were  at 
Tacna  14  Jan  (TC  et  al.).  The  first  northbound 
American  Avocet  was  early  at  Whitewater  17 
Feb  (D.  Carlson,  EW).  Lesser  Yellowlegs  is  ca- 
sual in  Arizona  in  winter;  singles  were  near 
Arlington  24  Dec  (DPo,  TC)  and  G.WR.  25- 
27  Feb  (MMo).  There  was  a mini-invasion  of 


Red  Phalaropes,  with  one  at  Green  Valley 
S.T.P.  13-17  Jan  (M.  Suomala,  ph.  A.  Tozier), 
one  grounded  in  Redfield  Canyon  13  Jan  (ph. 
J.  Feldman),  and  one  at  Whitewater  23  Jan 
(SH).  Also  on  13  Jan,  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were 
put  down:  one  at  Willcox  (ph.  R.  Shantz),  6 at 
Arizona  City  (DP,  ON),  and  3 at  Picacho  Res. 
(DP,  ON).  A casual  straggler  from  the  s.  in  any 
month,  a Heermann’s  Gull  was  at  Whitewater 
12  Dec  (C.  Fuller,  ph.  S.  Swarts).  Also  con- 
sidered casual  in  winter,  4 California  Gulls 
were  at  scattered  se.  Arizona  locations  13-15 
Jan  (DP,  ON,  SH,  JY),  and  one  was  at  Willcox 
25  Jan-2  Feb  (SH,  EW).  Herring  Gulls  were 
more  common  than  usual  away  from  the 
L.C.R.V,  with  one  at  Palo  Verde  9-12  Dec 
(KR,  DPo),  one  at  Kearny  L.  in  Dec  (ph.  B. 


Ruszala),  one  at  Whitewater  15  Jan  QY),  3 at 
San  Carlos  L.  21  Jan  (Dj,  JY,  SS),  and  one  at 
Saguaro  L.  22  Jan  (TC).  Eight  together  at 
Bullhead  City  20  Jan  was  a high  count  even 
for  the  L.C.R.V  (JY,  GB).  Exciting  was  a first- 
cycle  Thayer’s  Gull  near  Bullhead  City  7-20 
Jan  (MPo,  ph.  MMS,  ph.  D.  Clark);  there  are 
fewer  than  10  prior  Arizona  records.  Even 
more  exciting  was  Arizona’s  first  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull,  a first-cycle  bird  at  Palo 
Verde  10-16  Dec  (ph.  B.  Grossi;  ph.  PD,  GHR, 
CDB,  vt.  MPo),  a species  considered  overdue 
in  the  state.  Casual  in  the  state  in  winter,  2 
Caspian  Terns  were  at  L.  Havasu  15  Dec 
(MMS,  MPo),  and  one  was  at  Alamo  L.  1 1 Jan 
(K.  McCarty,  Jide  TC). 

PiGiOHS  THROUGH  WOODPECKER 

Typically  absent  from  n.  Arizona  in  winter,  2 
Band-tailed  Pigeons  were  at  a Flagstaff  feeder 
12  Jan  (ph.  K.  Murphy).  In  an  Avondale  yard 
where  flocks  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  have 
been  found  for  several  years,  up  to  18  were 
present  19  Dec+  (T.  Hildebrandt  et  al,  TC). 
Overall  numbers  were  much  lower  than  last 


winter’s  sensational  total:  3 at  Cook’s  L.  30 
Dec  (D.  Laush,_/!de  TC),  one  at  Tubac  12  Jan 
(K.  Kaufman),  one  at  Tacna  12  Jan  (R.  Jones, 
SS),  and  2 at  Kino  Springs  7 Feb  (SH). 

A wandering  Western  Screech-owl  was 
found  dead  along  Hwy.  89  s.  of  Bitter  Springs  2 
Feb  (CL).  Both  Long-eared  and  Short-eared 
Owls  were  present  in  relatively  large  numbers 
in  Arizona  this  winter,  suggesting  a good  prey 
base  after  last  summer’s  rains.  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  wandered  too.  One  was  found  dead 
w.  of  Bellemont  2 Jan  (CL),  one  was  in  a Tempe 
yard  3-12  Jan  (R.  Bimrose,  ph.  ON),  and  an- 
other was  in  Fountain  Hills  13  Jan+  (ph.  S.  & 
C.  Wood).  A Broad-billed  Hummingbird  ar- 
rived early  in  Portal  9 Feb  (REW).  Despite  the 
hard  freeze  in  Jan,  single  Violet-crowned  Hum- 
mingbirds stayed  all  winter  in  lower 
Ramsey  Canyon  (|.  & M.  Hirth)  and 
the  Mule  Mts.  (TW,  SW),  in  addition 
to  several  others  reported  into  Dec, 
including  one  in  Bisbee  28-31  Dec 
(ph.  D.  Danforth).  The  Violet- 
crowned  Hummingbird  x Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  hybrid  stayed  at 
B.T.A.  all  season.  Apparently  the 
same  male  Allen’s  Hummingbird  that 
provided  Arizona’s  first  winter  record 
last  year  returned  to  a Huachuca  Mt. 
foothills  feeder  18  Dec-21  Jan  (ph.  C. 
Melton)  but  vanished  after  a snow- 
storm. 

Fewer  Elegant  Trogons  were  re- 
ported than  last  winter.  Two  were  in 
the  Huachuca  Mts.  23  Dec  (M.  Pret- 
ti,  B.  Dumke),  up  to  3 were  reported 
at  Patagonia  L.  (E  Lehman,  B.  Adler,  SH),  2 
were  in  the  Patagonia  Mts.  (M.  Brown),  and  a 
spring  migrant  was  along  the  S.P.R.  near  Hwy. 
90  on  23  Feb  (D.  Beaudette,  SH).  A few  Green 
Kingfishers  were  seen  in  the  S.ER.  valley  on 
either  side  of  the  coldest  weather:  one  was  s. 
of  Hwy.  90  between  9 Dec  and  10  Jan  (SH), 
and  one  was  in  St.  David  22  Dec  (fide  TW), 
with  possibly  the  same  bird  nearby  10-24  Feb 
(R.  Forrest).  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  a rare 
winter  visitor,  was  reported  in  Tucson  9 Dec 
(DS),  at  Sweetwater  15  Dec  (AC),  at  B.T.A.  31 
Dec-11  Mar  (E.  Hough,  ph.  PD),  and  in  Mon- 
tosa  Canyon,  Santa  Rita  Mts.  15  Jan  (RW,  SS). 
More  problematic  to  identify  are  female 
daggetti  Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  and  their  hy- 
brids. Individual  birds  reported  as  Red-breast- 
ed were  at  Coon  Bluff  along  the  Salt  R.  7 Jan-4 
Feb  (ph.  J.  Weser),  along  lower  Sabino  Cr.  22 
Jan  (B.  Guldseth;  ph.,  tRW),  and  at  Pena  Blan- 
ca L.  23-26  Feb  (S.  Johnsen,  ph.  A.  Tozier); 
these  will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C.  Hairy 
Woodpeckers  wandered  out  of  habitat  to 
Catalina  S.E  1 Dec  (E.  Wright)  and  Sycamore 
Res.,  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  16  Dec  (G.  Warren, 


This  first-cycle  Thayer's  Gull  at  Katherine  Landing  7-2§  (here  7)  January  2007  prowided 
8ne  af  the  few  well-documented  records  of  this  species  from  Arizona.  Photograph  by 
MmkM.  Stmmon. 
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SF).  Very  rarely  seen  in  the  lowlands,  an  Ari- 
zona Woodpecker  was  in  lower  Sabino 
Canyon  14  Dec-1  Jan  (D.  Touret,  WR). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

A Padfic-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher  was  at 
Robbins  Butte  19-27  Dec  (TC);  all  document- 
ed winter  records  of  members  of  this  complex 
are  of  Pacibc-slope  Flycatcher.  No  fewer  than 
7 Eastern  Phoebes  were  detected  during  the 
winter  (3  found  originally  during  the  fall);  this 
species  has  become  regular  in  small  numbers 
in  s.  Arizona  during  the  late  fall  and  winter. 
An  impressive  75  Vermilion  Flycatchers  were 
found  17  Dec  on  the  Tucson  C.B.C.  (fide  S. 
Birky),  a new  high  count  that  continues  a 
steady  increase  of  wintering  individuals  in  re- 
cent years.  At  least  one  pair  was  investigating 
nest  sites  at  Duncan  on  the  very  early  date  of 
17  Feb  (TC).  The  only  winter  re- 
port of  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher 
was  of  one  seen  and  heard  at  Kino 
Springs  9 Jan  (SH);  this  species  is 
casual  at  best  in  the  state  during 
winter.  Without  a doubt,  the  bird 
of  the  season  in  Arizona  this  winter 
was  the  Couch’s  Kingbird  discov- 
ered at  Tacna  11  Jan-7  Mar  (tPL; 
ph.  KR,  MMS,  GHR;  v.r.  PD).  This 
individual  remained  present  for 
nearly  two  months  and  was  ob- 
served feeding  on  dead  honeybees 
at  the  edge  of  an  alfalfa  field  during 
the  cold  snap.  It  was  extremely 
well  documented  by  recordings  of 
its  diagnostic  vocalizations  and  by 
photographs.  If  accepted,  this  will  represent  a 
hrst  Arizona  record.  Although  Cassin’s  King- 
birds usually  linger  into  the  late  fall  and  win- 
ter in  s.  Arizona  (typically  around  Tucson), 
one  in  Hereford  10  Feb  (P.  Sockness)  was 
thought  to  be  an  early  arriving  migrant.  A 
Thick-billed  Kingbird  found  in  Yuma  9 Jan-15 
Mar  (HD)  was  a returning  bird  for  the  5th 
winter  in  a row.  Casual  in  Arizona  in  winter, 
an  ad.  male  Rose-throated  Becard  was  present 
at  Patagonia  Lake  S.P.  20  Dec-28  Feb  (B.  Adler 
et  al.,SH). 

Casual  during  winter.  Bell’s  Vireos  were 
seen  at  Rio  Salado,  in  Phoenix  23  Dec  (TG) 
and  at  G.W.R.  9 Jan-8  Mar  (RW  et  al).  A Gray 
Vireo  was  located  in  Spook  Canyon  in  the  Gila 
Mts.  3 Mar  (HD,  S.  Detwiler);  this  species  is 
seldom  searched  for  during  the  winter  in  the 
remote  areas  in  which  it  regularly  winters  in 
sw.  Arizona.  American  Crows  have  the 
propensity  to  show  up  at  odd  locations  in  Ari- 
zona during  winter;  this  year,  one  was  report- 
ed in  Tucson  16  Dec  (tKK,  JM,  BN)  and  one  s. 
of  Amado  20  Feb  (tM.  Brooks).  A count  of  36 


Tree  Swallows  on  the  Gila  River  C.B.C.  27  Dec 
(fide  TC)  was  high  for  s.  Arizona  in  winter.  A 
Violet-green  Swallow  at  Gilbert  14  Feb  (DP) 
was  likely  an  early  spring  migrant,  as  was  a 
Cliff  Swallow  at  the  same  location  10-14  Feb 
(PD).  Scattered  Barn  Swallows  were  found  at 
s.  Arizona  locations  during  Dec,  while  singles 
at  Santa  Cruz  Flats  26  Jan  (DJ)  and  at  Sweet- 
water 28  Feb  (DS)  may  have  wintered  locally. 
Of  the  more  than  15  Winter  Wrens  found  this 
winter  statewide,  3 were  identihed  by  call 
(and  plumage)  as  “Eastern”  Winter  Wrens. 
One  was  at  Huachuca  Canyon  3 Dec  (RH), 
one  along  the  S.P.R.  s.  of  Hwy  90  7 Dec-13 
Feb  (SH),  and  one  was  at  Tubac  7 Jan  (WR). 
The  status  of  “Eastern”  Winter  Wren  in  Ari- 
zona is  still  poorly  understood,  as  identihca- 
tion  reciuires  detecting  subtle  call  differences, 
as  well  as  somewhat  variable  plumage  charac- 
teristics. 


Lowland  reports  of  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  gleaned  from  eBird  data  included  one 
in  Tucson  10  Dec  (RW),  one  at  H.R.P  8 Jan  (C. 
Miller),  and  one  in  Portal  21  Feb  (R.  LaFor- 
tune).  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  continued 
at  several  locations  where  they  have  been 
found  in  recent  years,  including  Patagonia 
Lake  S.P,  Sonoita  Creek  above  Patagonia 
Lake,  Proctor  Rd.  below  Madera  Canyon,  and 
in  Montosa  Canyon  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mts.  One 
potentially  “new”  location  was  Chino 
Canyon,  where  a pair  was  reported  28  Dec 
(SJ);  this  is  a location  that  hosted  this  species 
in  the  1980s  and  intermittently  during  the 
1990s,  but  it  has  seldom  been  checked  thor- 
oughly in  recent  years.  Eastern  Bluebirds  are 
extremely  rare  along  the  S.P.R.  corridor;  there- 
fore, up  to  10  at  the  San  Pedro  River  Inn  1 
Dec-1 1 Jan  (MM)  and  4 along  the  river  near 
Hwy.  90  on  3 Jan  (EW)  were  of  interest.  Up  to 
4 Easterns  were  also  found  at  San  Bernardino 
N.W.R.  14  Dec-17  Eeb  (REW),  where  this 
species  is  casual  at  best.  It  was  a major  flight 
year  this  winter  across  s.  Arizona  for  Moun- 


tain Bluebird,  but  rarely  is  the  flight  actually 
witnessed  as  it  was  this  year:  on  7 Dec,  along 
Htvy.  64  between  Valle  and  Tusayan,  between 
3000  and  5000  were  estimated,  and  in  the 
Pinetop/Show  Low  area,  some  775  were  found 
on  the  local  C.B.C.  16  Dec!  Intriguing  was  a 
report  of  a Hermit  Thrush  of  an  e.  subspecies 
(probably  faxoni)  at  Madera  Canyon  9 Dec  j 
(WR);  its  large  size  and  buffy  flanks  were  not- 
ed. There  are  no  verifled  records  of  e.  Hermit 
Thrushes  in  Arizona.  It  was  a better-than-av-  j 
erage  year  for  Rufous-backed  Robin  in  s.  Ari- 
zona, with  one  at  Whitlow  Dam  7 Dec 
one  along  Sonoita  Creek  below  Patagonia 
Lake  7 Dec  (B.  Adler),  one  on  the  Tres  Rios 
C.B.C.  in  Phoenix  19  Dec  (fide  D.  Yellin),  one  i 
at  B.T.A.  24  Dec-20  Jan  (E.  J.  Peiker  et  al.), 
one  at  Jake’s  Corner,  Gila  10-20  Feb  (ph.  S.  & 

C.  Wood),  with  another  there  19  Feb-i-  (ph. 
Mark  Brown;  ph.  D.  Nelson,  KR),  and  finally 
the  one  reported  at  the  H.R.P  dur- 
ing the  fall  season  was  present  un- 
til at  least  20  Jan  Q.  Hammon).  The 
Varied  Thrush  found  during  the 
fall  along  the  S.PR.  s.  of  Hwy.  90 
was  still  present  1 Dec  (D. 
Beaudette). 

The  only  Gray  Catbird  reported 
was  one  in  Bisbee  23  Jan  (WW). 
Unambiguous  Brown  Thrashers 
were  at  Catalina  S.  P 3-26  Feb  (R. 
Payne;  ph.  A.  Rogers)  and  one  con- 
tinuing at  the  B.T.A.  all  season 
(m.ob.).  An  intriguing  thrasher  re-  ,| 
ported  as  a possible  Long-billed 
Thrasher  (which  would  be  a first 
for  Arizona)  at  E.  Whitetail 
Canyon,  Chiricahua  Mts.  1 Jan-11  Feb  (ph. 

RT)  may  well  have  been  a Brown  Thrasher  x 
Curve-billed  Thrasher  hybrid.  The  A.B.C.  is 
reviewing  this  record,  the  results  of  which 
will  be  published  later. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES  i 

An  Olive  Warbler  at  Pine  16  Dec  (JE)  was  well 
n.  of  this  species’  usual  winter  distribution  in 
Arizona.  Northern  Parulas  were  on  the  Tres 
Rios  C.B.C.,  Phoenix  16  Dec  (J.  Jones,  TC) 
and  on  the  Tucson  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (M.  Kehl). 
Pour  Yellow  Warblers  and  5 Chestnut-sided 
Warblers  were  found  during  the  winter  (most- 
ly on  C.B.C.s),  about  average  for  s.  Arizona  in 
winter.  A female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
was  reported  at  Bill  Williams  N.W.R.  6 Feb  (K. 
Blair),  and  the  male  that  was  located  in 
Huachuca  Canyon  during  the  fall  remained 
until  at  least  9 Dec  (ph.  J.  Hand).  A first-year 
female  Pine  Warbler  was  well  documented  in 
the  Mule  Mts.  near  Bisbee  22  Jan+  (TW;  ph. 

SW,  MMS);  this  species  is  casual  during  winter 
in  s.  Arizona.  A Palm  Warbler  was  at  White- 


This  male  Lapland  Longspur  was  discovered  wintering  in  the  Sonoita  Grasslands  near  Elgin 
12  Feburary  2007;  inexplicably,  there  are  fewer  than  fifteen  documented  records  of  the 
species  from  Arizona.  Photograph  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 


310 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARIZONA 


water  4-6  Dec  (SH,  GHR),  and  another  was  at 
Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  28  Jan-16  Feb  (ph.  PD); 
this  species  is  also  casual  at  best  during  winter 
in  s.  Arizona.  No  fewer  than  7 Black-and- 
white  Warblers  were  found  during  the  winter 
season,  more  than  usual.  The  only  American 
Redstart  was  one  at  Topock  15  Dec  (MMS, 
MPo).  A Worm-eating  Warbler  attempting  to 
winter  along  the  Santa  Cruz  River  near  Tubac 
22  Dec-17  Jan  (S.  Johnsen  et  ah;  ph  C. 
Gathers)  was  quite  unusual.  Unprecedented 
were  four  different  winter  reports  of  Mac- 
Gillivray’s  Warblers,  one  at  Sweetwater  20 
Dec-9  Jan  (C.  Taylor),  one  at  Soldier  Creek, 
Sierra  Vista  22  Dec  (D.  Beaudette,  SH),  one  in 
Tucson  27  Dec  (P.  Sockness),  and  one  at  the 
B.T.A.  16  Jan  (R.  Wilt);  this  species  is  casual  in 
Arizona  during  the  winter,  and  none  of  the 
above  reports  were  documented.  A Hooded 
Warbler,  also  casual  during  winter,  was  re- 
ported along  the  Hassayampa  River  s.  of 
Wickenburg  12  Dec  (R.  Strickland,  D. 
Ghiglieri).  At  least  10  different  Wilson’s  War- 
blers were  reported,  above  average  for  a win- 
ter; most  were  during  Dec  and  before  the 
heavy  freeze  in  mid-Jan.  Almost  unheard  of  in 
winter,  Red-faced  Warblers  were  found  along 
South  Fork  of  Cave  Creek  Canyon  16  Dec  (]• 
Puschock)  and  in  Humboldt  Canyon,  Patago- 
nia Mts.  14  Feb+  (Matt  Brown). 

Small  numbers  of  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
appeared  to  be  present  all  winter  along  the 
S.PR.  (M.  Marsden,  EW)  and  at  San  Bernardi- 
no N.W.R.  (REW);  this  species  is  an  irregular 
fall  and  winter  visitor  mostly  in  the  extreme 
se.  portion  of  the  state.  At  least  20  Eox  Spar- 


rows were  reported  statewide,  most  of  which 
were  the  expected  Slate-colored  form  from 
the  Rocky  Mts.,  while  a few  were  the  Red 
type.  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  Elagstaff  30  Dec 
(CL)  provided  one  of  the  few  winter  reports 
ever  for  n.  Arizona.  At  least  6 different  Harris’s 
Sparrows  were  found  during  the  winter,  an 
above-average  number  for  this  rare  wintering 
sparrow.  Still  considered  a review  species  by 
the  A.B.C.,  and  still  surprisingly  rare  in  Ari- 
zona, single  Lapland  Longspurs  were  at 
Rousseau  Sod  Earm,  Scottsdale  6 Dec  (ph.  R. 
Widner)  and  in  the  Sonoita  Grasslands  near 
Elgin  12  Feb+  (ph.  CDB,  ph.  GHR;  MMS, 
MPo).  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  away 
from  known  wintering  areas  included  5+  at 
Reservation  Tank  9 Dec  (CL),  2 at  Scottsdale 
9-11  Dec  (M.  Scott,  H.  Beatty),  one  at  Palo 
Verde  26  Dec  (KR),  and  7 e.  of  Elagstaff  28 
Jan  (CL). 

Winter  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  included 
one  in  Ash  Canyon  13  Jan  (R.  Behrstock)  and 
a male  at  Sweetwater  27  Eeb+  (P  Kline;  ph.  C. 
Postmus).  Up  to  2 Common  Crackles  were  in 
Bisbee  20  Dec-10  Eeb  (ph.  VAV;  J.  Hirth, 
m.ob.);  there  have  been  only  about  10  prior 
documented  reports  from  Arizona  accepted 
by  the  A.B.C.  Four  different  Orchard  Orioles 
were  well  documented  with  photographs  this 
winter,  with  one  at  Phoenix  22  Dec  (fide  J. 
Burns),  one  at  a different  location  in  Phoenix 
24  Dec  (ph.  B.  Grice),  one  in  Surprise,  Mari- 
copa 28  Dec  (ph.  D.  Bradford),  and  one  in 
Mesa  21  Jan  (ph.  L.  Fetter);  most  of  the 
records  of  this  species  in  recent  years  have 
been  during  the  winter  season.  The  Streak- 


backed  Oriole  that  returned  to  G.W.R.  during 
the  fall  season  was  seen  regularly  throughout 
the  period  (m.ob.).  Numerous  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinches  were  detected  in  normal  winter- 
ing areas  where  this  species  irregularly  ap- 
pears (Santa  Cruz  River  Valley),  but  8 in 
Elmerville  on  the  Sedona  C.B.C.  23  Dec  and  2 
at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  3 Feb  (REW)  were 
both  in  areas  away  from  their  normal  winter 
distribution  in  the  state  (that  is,  when  they 
occur). 

Observers:  Charles  Babbitt,  Jack  Bartley, 
Chris  D.  Benesh,  Gavin  Bieber,  Cliff  Cathers, 
Andrew  Core,  Troy  Corman,  Henry  Detwiler, 
Pierre  Deviche,  Jeff  Estis,  Shawneen 
Einnegan,  Tom  Gaskill,  Stuart  Healy,  Dougje- 
ness,  Keith  Kamper  (Tucson  RBA),  Chuck 
LaRue,  Paul  Lehman,  Michael  Marsden, 
Michael  Moore  (MMo),  Oliver  Niehuis,  Brian 
Nordstrom,  David  Pearson,  Dave  Powell 
(DPo),  Molly  Pollock,  Gary  H.  Rosenberg, 
Kurt  Radamaker,  Will  Russell,  Scott  Schuette, 
Sig  Stangeland  (SSt),  Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M. 
Stevenson,  Rick  Taylor,  Carl  S.  Tomoff,  Wezil 
Walraven,  Richard  E.  Webster,  Sheri 
Williamson,  Erika  Wilson,  Janet  Witzeman 
(Maricopa),  Tom  Wood,  Rick  Wright,  John 
Yerger.  © 
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Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 

P.O.  Box  91856,  Tucson,  Arizona  85752-1856 
(ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 
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n intense  and  lengthy 
high-pressure  system  that 
sprawled  over  the  Region 
for  the  entire  month  of  November 
eventually  gave  way  to  nearly  a 
month  of  winter  low-pressure  sys- 
tems. Heavy  snows  then 
blanketed  the  state  south 
of  the  Alaska  Range,  and 
the  same  storms  brought 
endless  rain  and  wind  to 
most  of  the  Southeast. 
The  strong  November 
freeze-up  seemingly  gave  little 
hope  for  late  southbound  birds  or  lingering 
semi-hardy  forms,  which  is  more  typical.  But 
there  were  near-record  numbers  and  a nice  di- 
versity of  December  passerines,  mostly  on  the 


immediate  North  Gulf  Coast.  The  remainder  of 
the  season  alternated  from  high-pressure  cold 
spells  to  large  low-pressure  storms,  punctuated 
by  a near  month-long  continental  high  drifting 
over  the  Mainland  from  the  High  Arctic  in 
Eebruary.  This  ridge  pushed  all  storms  from 
the  Aleutian  Low  well  south  of  the  North  Gulf 
Coast,  and  these  hammered  the  Southeast  with 
near-record  snows  and  rains  farther  south.  The 
season  ended  with  well  above-average  snow 
accumulations  south  of  the  Alaska  Range.  It 
was  otherwise  a very  quiet  season,  more  like 
winters  from  the  1970s  and  1980s. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

Whooper  Swans  again  ventured  eastward  in 
the  Aleutians  to  Adak,  where  3 were  present 
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Two  Kumlien's  Iceland  Gulls  frequented  the  Ketchikan,  Alaska  waterfront  in  February  2007  (here  8 February),  feeding  at  fish 
processing  plants.  This  species  is  casual  in  the  Region,  known  mostly  from  a few  coastal  records  in  late  fall  and  midwinter. 
Photograph  by  Steve  C.  Heinl. 


at  Clam  Lagoon  10-11  Feb  (MT)  into  Mar. 
Small  flocks  or  family  groups  of  Whooper 
Swans  are  occasional  through  the  winter,  usu- 
ally after  Nov  at  larger  fresh  water  bodies,  typ- 
ically from  Amchitka  and  Adak  in  the  cen, 
Aleutian  Chain.  Ketchikan’s  drake  Wood 
Duck  from  Nov  remained  at  its  favored  site 
through  16  Dec  (AWP,  ph.  SCH),  while  a pair 
appeared  in  Juneau  11  Jan-26  Feb  (m.ob.). 
The  season’s  only  Eurasian  Wigeon  reports 
were  a pair  in  Juneau  19  Feb  (PS)  and  a sin- 
gle male  on  the  Homer  Spit  15  Feb  (CS).  No- 
table dabbler  highlights,  probably  neutralized 
by  the  heavy  Nov  freeze,  were  limited  to  a few 
Northern  Pintails  in  the  Anchorage  area 
through  the  season  (TT),  a hardy  Northern 
Shoveler  at  a Fairbanks  cooling  pond  through 
20  Dec  (ABO),  and  a Eurasian  Teal  in  Cordo- 
va 4 Dec  (AL).  Kodiak  however,  posted 
record-high  dabbler  numbers,  including  223 
Gadwall,  25  Northern  Pintail,  and  amazing  60 
Green-winged  Teal  on  their  17  Dec  C.B.C. 
(RAM).  These  numbers  must  have  been  sup- 
plemented by  Mainland  groups  seeking  suit- 
able habitat  after  the  Nov  freeze.  Another 
Tufted  Duck  wintered  on  Cordova’s  very  pro- 
ductive Eyak  L.  4 Dec+  (AL),  the  Region’s 
most  consistent  Tufted  Duck  site  away  from 
the  Aleutians.  Although  White-tailed  Ptarmi- 
gan are  regular  and  local  in  the  Chugach  Mts., 
a group  of  7 in  the  South  Fork  Valley  of  Eagle 
R.  23  Dec  (BM)  made  a new  Eagle  River  area 
C.B.C.  high  count.  These  South  Eork  ravines 
and  the  nearby  Arctic  Valley  Bowl  are  the 


most  consistent  and  accessible  winter  ptarmi- 
gan sites  in  Upper  Cook  Inlet. 

Coastal  loon  concentrations  seemed  about 
average,  although  4 Yellow-billeds  in  Ketchi- 
kan 28  Jan  (AWP,  SCH)  was  a new  local  high 
and  unusual  for  s.  Southeast.  The  Region’s 
Brandt’s  Cormorant  hotspot  in  protected  wa- 
ters near  Ketchikan  produced  only  3 this  sea- 
son off  Mountain  Pt.  28  Jan  (AWP,  SCH). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  DIPPER 

Bald  Eagles  were  well  accounted  for  at  their  n. 
winter  limits  in  Upper  Cook  Inlet,  with  sea- 
son peaks  of  255  estimated  in  the 
Palmer-Wasilla  area  23  Dec  (BW)  and  anoth- 
er 32  for  the  Anchorage  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (SM). 
Probably  because  of  widespread  atypical  early 
winter  redpoll  concentrations,  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks  and  Merlins  made  a surprisingly 
strong  showing,  especially  s.  of  the  Alaska 
Range.  Single  Sharp-shinneds  were  noted, 
mostly  in  Dec,  from  Fairbanks  30  Dec  (fide 
ND),  where  they  are  casual,  around  Anchor- 
age through  16  Dec  (SS)  and  at  Kodiak  in 
mid-Dec  (RAM),  while  2 were  found  in 
Homer  16  Dec  (fide  DE),  and  up  to  6 hunted 
around  Juneau  all  season  (GW). 

Shorebirds  provided  limited  highlights  or 
unusual  numbers  this  season,  save  for  a Dec 
new  record  maximum  count  of  301  Dunlins 
from  the  Cordova  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (AL).  Ob- 
servers at  two  sites  provided  photographic 
documentation  for  Iceland  Gulls,  with  2 
around  Ketchikan  8-15  & 6 Feb-i-  (AWP,  SCH, 


ph.)  and  a single  n.  in  Cook  Inlet  at  Kenai  3- 

14  Feb  (ph.  TB,  TE).  Both  birds  seemed  to 
represent  kumlieni  types,  of  which  there  are  a 
few  documented  Alaska  records,  mostly  from 
autumn.  The  only  Slaty-backed  Gull  away 
from  the  Bering  Sea  was  a single  considered  a 
local  returnee  to  Kenai  30  Dec-14  Feb  (TB, 
TE).  Most  exciting  was  a waif  Ivory  Gull  that 
joined  the  Kenai  R.  mouth  gull  hordes  30-31 
Dec  (TB,  TE) — Upper  Cook  Inlet’s  first  winter 
record  and  about  the  5th  here  overall.  Nearly 
all  of  the  Region’s  extralimital  Ivory  Gulls, 
i.e.,  away  from  the  Bering  Sea,  are  from  Cook 
Inlet.  Marbled  Murrelet  concentrations  did 
not  materialize  at  traditional  sites  except  for 
an  aggregation  of  2000  estimated  in  Clover 
Passage  near  Ketchikan  25  Feb  (AWP,  SCH). 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  showed  their  usual  ear- 
ly-winter propensity  to  wander  across  the  s. 
edges  of  their  normal  range,  but  a single  in 
the  alpine  at  Juneau’s  Eaglecrest  ski  area  2 Dec 
(DR,  KT)  was  extralimital  and  casual  in 
Southeast.  Three  Northern  Pygmy  Owls  in 
the  Ketchikan  area  10  Dec-7  Jan  (AWP,  SCH) 
and  5 around  Juneau  for  the  season  were 
about  average  and  from  typical  winter  sites. 
The  season’s  first  Boreal  Owl  seemed  early, 
singing  from  spruce  woods  near  Fairbanks  28 
Jan  (ND),  while  the  first  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  was  close  to  on  cue  in  the  Anchorage 
area  18  Feb  (SBr). 

Possibly  2 different  Anna’s  Hummingbirds, 
one  of  which  first  appeared  in  mid-Nov,  may 
have  traded  time  at  a Cordova  feeder  through 
16  Dec  (fide  AL),  while  the  Ketchikan  bird, 
also  first  seen  in  Nov,  was  noted  there  through 

15  Jan  (AWP,  SCH).  Not  unexpectedly  for  this 
winter,  no  Northern  Flickers  were  accounted 
for  after  mid-Dec.  Christmas  counts  may  be 
showing  a long-term  local  decline  in  Gray 
Jays  from  the  more  populated  and  developed 
South-central  communities,  but  Steller’s  Jays 
seem  to  be  doing  well  and  expanding  at  their 
n.  limits.  A new  high  C.B.C.  tally  of  14 
Steller’s  from  the  Eagle  River  area  23  Dec  is  in- 
dicative of  that.  In  a season  with  such  an  ex- 
treme and  early  freeze-up,  American  Dippers 
were  concentrated  in  lower-elevation  open 
channels.  Although  these  are  eyebrow-raising 
tallies,  they  may  only  hint  at  the  winter  dis- 
tribution and  status  of  this  aquatic  obligate,  at 
least  inland  of  the  North  Gulf  Coast.  The 
Palmer-Wasilla  area  C.B.C.  produced  a phe- 
nomenal 80  dippers,  including  53  on  13-km 
stretch  of  the  lower  Little  Susitna  R.,  while 
Anchorage  included  a new  local  high  of  33  on 
limited  open  water  16  Dec  (SM). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  Townsend’s  Solitaires  each  at  Anchorage 

16  Dec  (SM)  and  Eagle  River  23  Dec  (LS) 
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One  of  at  least  12  Cedar  Wax  wings  that  hung  around  an  Anchorage 
neighborhood  all  season,  this  bird  was  photographed  in  the  Regional 
Editor's  yard  25  February  2007.  There  had  been  only  one  prior  Cook  In- 
let winter  record.  Photograph  by  Thede  Jobish. 


were  the  season’s  only  report  and  the  fewest 
seen  for  many  years.  American  Robins  defied 
the  winter  conditions  and  concentrated  in 
record  local  numbers  s.  of  the  Alaska  Range. 
While  a single  or  2 were  noted  between  Eagle 
River  and  Palmer  into  early  Jan,  some  246 
were  tallied  on  the  Homer  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (GL, 
fide  DE)  and  easily  100-r,  encountered  in  a 
loose  flock  in  s.  Anchorage  5-12  Jan  (BT,  PP), 
was  indicative  of  extreme  numbers  there. 
Some  15  years  ago,  robins  were  a big  deal  any- 
where away  from  the  immediate  North  Gulf 
Coast  after  early  Dec;  a single  American 
Robin  was  certainly  casual  in  Fairbanks  2 Jan 
(fide  KR).  A one-day  wonder  Northern  Mock- 
ingbird was  uncovered  in  the  Ketchikan  area 
16  Dec  (ph.  AWP),  a 2nd  record  there.  Most 
of  the  Region’s  handful  of  records  have  come 
in  fall.  With  appreciable  snow  cover  delayed 
across  the  state  until  well  into  Dec,  Bohemian 
Waxwing  concentrations  materialized  later 
than  average  at  their  standard  sites.  And  good 
numbers  remained  through  the  season  most- 
ly in  the  Anchorage  area,  where  exotic  land- 
scaping provides  plentiful  fruit.  Farther 
south,  where  Bohemians  are  sporadic  in 
smaller  numbers,  Ketchikan  produced  a new 
local  maximum  of  120  on  5 Dec  (AWP).  Far 
more  curious  and  significant  were  Cedar 
Waxwings  in  South-coastal  areas  through  the 
season.  Following  the  fall  season  reports 
there,  which  were  indicative  of  the  occasional 
westward  drift  into  the  North  Gulf  Coast  of 
presumably  birds  from  the  Southeast  Main- 
land, were  12  on  the  Homer  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(fide  DE).  A single  surfaced  with  a robin  flock 
in  Anchorage  12Jan  (BT),  followed  by  at  least 
6 in  Anchorage  19  Feb  (TT)  and  then  anoth- 
er 9 there,  across  town,  22  Feb  (GF).  We  have 
few  winter  records  and  perhaps  a half-dozen 
total  Dec  records  collectively  between  An- 
chorage, the  Kenai  Pen.  coast,  and  Kodiak. 

Not  surprisingly,  but  unusual  after  the  past 
few  years,  the  only  warbler  for  the  season  was 
a Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at  an  Anchorage 
suet  feeder  through  at  least  16  Dec  (DFD). 
There  are  about  five  previous  Upper  Cook  In- 
let Dec  reports  of  the  species.  The  Homer  area 
continues  to  harbor  relatively  large  numbers 
of  winter  sparrows,  this  season  highlighted  by 
unparalleled  counts  of  17  American  Tree  Spar- 
rows, 31  White-crowned  Sparrows,  and  24 
Golden-crowned  Sparrows,  all  from  the  local 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (fide  DE).  The  Tree  Sparrow  tal- 
ly certainly  rivals  the  highest  single-day  win- 
ter count  for  the  Region.  Significant  semi- 
hardy sparrow  finds  otherwise  included  a rare 
winter  Savannah  Sparrow  at  Kodiak  17  Dec-r 
(ph.  RAM),  a Fox  Sparrow,  casual  in  winter  in 
Fairbanks,  6-Feb  (ABO),  a local  record  high  4 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows  in  Kodiak  through  the  sea- 


son (fide  RAM),  a first  Interior  winter 
record  Lincoln’s  at  an  Ester  feeder  s.  of 
Fairbanks  all  season  (DDG),  and  a good 
northerly  Upper  Cook  Inlet  showing  of 
5 White-crowneds  in  Butte  near  Palmer 
17  Dec-t  (fide  BW).  Three  White-throat- 
ed Sparrows  were  located  in  Ketchikan, 

2 of  which  were  there  all  season  and  the 
other  present  14-26  Dec  AWP, 

SCH),  and  a single  was  farther  nw.  at 
Kodiak  17  Dec-i-  (fide  RAM).  Dark-eyed 
Juncos,  the  hardiest  sparrow  to  winter 
in  the  Region,  were  unremarkable  save 
for  about  4 around  the  Fairbanks  area 
30  Dec-Feb  (ABO)  and  a “few”  that 
survived  in  Delta  Junction  through  the 
season  (SD).  Interesting  Snow  Buntings 
away  from  their  known  winter  coastal 
fringe  habitats  included  3 in  Fairbanks 
11  Jan  (MS,  fide  ND),  40  in  the  Delta 
area  farm  fields  9 Feb  (NC),  and  one  n. 
at  Gambell  12  Jan  (GK). 

The  season’s  Red-winged  Blackbird 
reports  included  one  again  in  Anchor- 
age, where  casual,  for  most  of  Dec  (fide 
SB)  and  5 in  the  Juneau  area  through 
mid-Jan  (GW).  A first-ever  Aleutian  Is- 
lands’ Brown-headed  Cowbird  found 
the  only  feeder  in  Dutch  Harbor  14 
Dec-10  Jan  (ph.  SG).  There  are  a few  Bering 
Sea  area  records  from  fall  only,  and  not  many 
other  winter  records  from  the  Region.  Three 
Pine  Grosbeaks  were  a long  way  from  boreal 
forest  when  they  appeared  in  the  willow  thick- 
ets at  Dutch  Harbor  12  Jan  (SG),  a first  Un- 
alaska  I.  area  record.  Gibson  has  chronicled  a 
westward  Pine  Grosbeak  expansion  over  the 
past  20  years.  Small  numbers  moved  from  the 
nw.  side  of  Kodiak  I.  into  the  tall-brush  habi- 
tats on  the  Alaska  Pen.,  farther  into  the  Shu- 
magin  Is.  and  alpine  thickets  near  Cold  Bay, 
and  then  near  False  Pass  on  e.  Unimak  I., 
where  he  saw  them  certainly  nesting  in  Jun 
2002.  Two  different  Purple  Finches  were  in  the 
Ketchikan  area  13-14  Dec  and  13  Feb  (KM, 
AWP,  SCH),  the  only  Alaska  locale  where  this 
otherwise  casual  winter  visitant  is  nearly  an- 
nual. Common  Redpolls  staged  an  unusually 
early  and  widespread  winter  dip  into  the  s.  half 
of  the  Mainland,  with  large  flocks  encountered 
from  Fairbanks  to  the  North  Gulf  Coast  in 
Dec.  A typical  redpoll  season  otherwise  ad- 
vances such  numbers  southward  in  late  Feb, 
with  early  Mar  peaks  more  standard.  Interest- 
ingly, this  year’s  flocks  dispersed  in  Feb.  The 
harsh  early  season  and  heavy  Dec  snow  cer- 
tainly contributed  to  huge  fringillid  numbers 
out  in  the  North  Gulf  at  Kodiak,  where  the  17 
Dec  C.B.C.  established  local  high  counts  for 
Red  Crossbills  (498),  Common  Redpolls 
(297),  and  Pine  Siskins  (2488)  (fide  RAM). 


Contributors  and  observers;  Alaska  Bird  Ob- 
servatory (ABO;  N.  DeWitt  et  al),  B.  Alger,  J. 
B.  Allen,  R.  Armstrong,  G.  Baluss,  B.  Benter,  S. 
Berns,  S.  Brownlee,  T.  Burke,  G.  V.  Byrd,  E. 
Clarke,  N.  Cowles,  D.  F Delap,  B.  Dittrick,  W. 
E.  Donaldson,  N.  Drumheller,  L.  Edfelt,  R El- 
dridge,  D.  Erikson,  T.  Eskelin,  T.  Evans,  G. 
Frentz,  P.  Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R.  E. 
Gill,  M.  Goff,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  N. 
Haydukovich,  S.  C.  Heinl,  P.  Hunt,  W.  Keys,  J. 
F Koerner,  G.  Koonooka,  A.  Lang,  J.  Levison, 
G.  Lyon,  C.  Maack,  R.  A.  Macintosh,  D. 
MacPhail,  S.  Matsuoka,  B.  Meiklejohn,  K. 
Mix,  N.  Mollett,  L.  J.  Oakley,  B.  Paige,  W. 
Pawuk,  S.  Peterson,  A.  W.  Piston,  P.  Pourchot, 
D.  Prentki,  M.  Reid,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  L. 
Sanden,  J.  Sauer,  L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  A. 
Schultz,  W.  Schuster,  M.  Schwan,  D.,  P,  & S. 
Senner,  D.  Shaw,  L.  Sheffield,  M.  Slife,  D.  W. 
Sonneborn,  S.  Studebaker,  P.  Suchanek,  C. 
Susie,  G.  Tans,  B.  Taylor,  M.  E.  Tedin,  M. 
Tillion,  K.  Titus,  T.  Tobish,  G.  Van  Vliet,  P. 
Vanselow,  A.  Wang,  M.  L.  Ward,  M.  White- 
hurst,. B.  Winckler,  M.  A.  Wood,  S.  Wright,  K. 
Young,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman.  Referenced 
details  (t),  specimens  (*),  photographs  (ph.), 
videotape  (vt.),  and  audiotape  (v.r.)  are  on  file 
at  the  University  of  Alaska  Museum.  © 


Thede  Tobish,  2510  Foraker  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99517 
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Winter  2006-2007  will  be  remem- 
bered as  one  of  the  stormiest  on 
record  in  British  Columbia,  as  Pa- 
cific systems  battered  the  Region  until  mid- 
January,  after  which  the  storm  frequency  de- 
creased. During  the  lulls  of  Pacific  energy, 
Arctic  air  made  sure  it  wasn’t  forgotten  and 
blanketed  the  Region  a few  times.  Mountain 
snowpacks  were  near  or  above  historical  lev- 
els over  many  areas  by  the  end  of  the  period, 
and  valley  snowpacks  in  the  northern  three- 
fourths  of  the  interior  were  also  substantial. 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

Very  rare  in  winter  along  the  outer  coast. 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  lingered  near 
Tofmo:  3 on  4 Dec,  2 on  12  & 17  Dec  (all 
AD).  Rare  but  regular  along  the  coast  in  win- 
ter and  early  spring,  2 Eurasian  Teal  were  in 
Duncan  26  Dec  (DM).  A very  late  Ring- 
necked Duck  was  on  the  Fraser  R.,  Prince 
George  15  Dec  (DMG  et.  al.)  for  a first  local 
winter  record.  Casual  in  the  province,  a male 
Tufted  Duck  garnered  much  attention  after  it 
was  located  on  King’s  Pond,  Saanich  1 Feb+ 
(GA  et  al.,  ph.  MY).  An  ad.  Clark’s  Grebe  off 
Gordon’s  Beach,  Sooke  26  Dec  (RTo,  FH)  was 
out  of  place.  Following  a rash  of  late-fall 


sightings,  a juv.  Brown  Pelican  was  seen  fly- 
ing past  Clover  Pt.,  Victoria  20  Dec  QG)  and 
was  relocated  on  the  27th,  when  another  flew 
in  to  join  it  (RS);  one  remained  until  29  Dec 
QF),  and  3 were  off  Gordon’s  Beach  23  Dec 
(RTo,  FH).  Rarely  found  in  the  interior  during 
winter,  an  imm.  Double-crested  Cormorant 
was  along  the  South  Thompson  R.  at  the 
mouth  of  Chase  Cr.  26  Dec  Ohr)  for  a first  lo- 
cal Dec  record. 

Black-crowned  Night-Herons  are  few  in 
number  but  known  to  be  residents  at  Reifel; 
one  on  the  Duncan  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (RoT,  BN), 
however,  was  a surprise.  Turkey  Vultures 
have  cleared  out  of  the  s.  interior  by  Oct,  but 
one  late  individual  was  seen  in  flight  over 
Penticton  18  Dec  (BH).  Feast  Sandpipers  are 
scarce  in  winter  and  found  along  tidal  flats  of 
the  lower  Mainland,  but  for  the  first  time 
ever,  4 were  found  on  the 
w.  coast  of  the  island  in 
Tofino  Harbour  16  Jan 
(DF).  The  Fesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  first  located 
in  Vernon  this  past  fall 
wandered  southward  to 
Penticton  1-10  Dec  (FN 
et  al.),  back  in  Vernon  11 
Dec  (DGC),  then  at  the 
Kelowna  Fandfill  16  Dec 
(MF),  and  then  again 
in  the  Penticton  area 
through  4 Jan  (RC).  It 
was  joined  by  a second- 
cycle  imm.  in  Penticton 
6-10  Dec  (ph.  FN,  DB). 

All  previous  14  records 
in  the  province  have 
been  of  single  birds,  and  of  those  eight  are 
from  the  interior.  On  the  heels  of  a strong  Pa- 
cific storm,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake,  rarely 
encountered  in  winter,  was  seen  off  Pt. 
Roberts  6 Jan  (GP).  Casual  in  winter,  a Tuft- 
ed Puffin  was  off  Gordon’s  Beach,  Sooke  31 
Dec  (RTo,  FH). 


Aug.  This  species  appears  to  be  gaining  a 
foothold  in  the  s.  Okanagan,  with  regular  re- 
ports of  them  in  Osoyoos  and  now  Oliver, 
where  a dozen  birds  appeared  in  early  Jan 
(fide  BMK).  A Barn  Owl  found  dead  at  Tofino 
2 Dec  (GB)  provided  the  first  w.  coast  record. 

The  first  arriving  Rufous  Hummingbird  ap- 
peared in  Sooke  13  Feb  (fide  RTo).  Although 
Say’s  Phoebes  are  early  migrants,  they  are  very 
rare  in  Jan;  one  was  located  along  the  Osoyoos 
lakeshore  during  the  Oliver-Osoyoos  C.B.C. 
(F&CB,  T&MS).  A late  Barn  Swallow  was 
seen  flying  over  the  ice  at  Reifel  9 Dec  (CG), 
and  2 were  seen  in  Victoria  1 1 Jan  (CSa  et  al.). 
A rare  resident  of  the  cen.  interior,  2 White- 
breasted Nuthatches  wintered  at  Cottonwood 
Island  Park,  Prince  George,  while  another  was 
found  nearby  25  Jan  (CCo).  Very  rare  on  the 
coast,  a rather  cooperative  Rock  Wren  was  at 


DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  in  Delta  1- 
10  Dec  (GP  et  al.),  reportedly  present  since 


^ A Spotted  Owls  in  British  Columbia — the  only  ones  of  their  spedes  left  in  Canada — number  fewer  than  25  birds,  it  is 
J s\  thought,  and  a report  by  the  Spotted  Owl  Population  Enhancement  Team  advises  the  provincial  government  to  cap- 
ture the  remaining  birds  to  begin  a zoo-based  breeding  program.  In  2006,  the  government  announced  a proposal  to  capture 
some  birds,  move  others,  provide  winter  feed  and  protect  habitat  in  nine  key  areas.  The  final  science  team  report,  however, 
calls  for  an  urgent  capture  program  that  could  see  all  the  birds  placed  in  existing  or  specially  created  breeding  facilities.  One 
option  suggests  that  about  half  the  population  (the  unmated  birds)  could  be  captured,  while  pairs  are  left  in  the  wild.  The  re- 
port by  makes  no  recommendations  for  protecting  the  rapidly  disappearing  old-growth  forest  habitat  on  which  the  birds  de- 
pend. Currently,  Canada's  Spotted  Owls  are  believed  to  exist  in  nine  patches  of  land  in  the  province;  34,000  hectares  in  this 
vicinity  are  protected  from  logging. 


A casual  species  in  British  Columbia,  this  Dickcissel  frequented  a feeder  31  December  2006 
through  4 January  2007  (here)  in  Port  Alberni,  furnishing  a second  winter  record  for  the 
province.  It  returned  10  January  following  a snowstorm.  Photograph  by  Guy  L Monty. 

Island  View  Beach,  Saanich  1-28  Jan  (ph.  TZ). 
The  interior’s  first  record  of  Bewick’s  Wren  was 
established  during  the  Kelowna  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
and  remained  through  4 Jan  (tDGC  et  al.)  at 
the  Summerhill  Winery.  A Northern  Mocking- 
bird spent  the  winter  in  Summerland;  it  was 
first  located  1-5  Dec  (EH),  then  reappeared  29 
Dec,  having  survived  temperatures  as  low  as 
-20°  C,  reappeared  11  Jan  (CONG),  and  was 
finally  relocated  27  Feb+. 

Rarely  encountered  in  winter  in  the  cen.  in- 
terior, a White-throated  Sparrow  was  at  a 
Prince  George  feeder  17  Dec  (NK  et  al.)  along 
with  a White-crowned  Sparrow  (PS,  BS).  Ca- 
sual in  the  province  and  accidental  in  winter, 
a Dickcissel  was  in  Port  Alberni  31  Dec-4 
Jan,  associating  with  House  Sparrows  at  a 
feeder  (KC,  ph.  GEM)  and  returned  to  the 
feeder  following  a snowstorm  10  Jan  (KC).  Of 
16  Regional  records,  this  constitutes  the  2nd 
documented  in  winter.  A Bullock’s  Oriole  fur- 
nished a first  winter  record  for  the 
Parksville-Qualicum  checklist  area  26 


314 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


¥ery  rare  in  winter  in  British  Columbia,  this  Bullock's  Oriole  visited  a feeder 
in  the  Parksville-Qualicum  area  regularly  until  10  (here  1)  December  2005. 
Photographs  by  Guy  L Monty. 


Nov-10  Dec;  it  reappeared  10  Jan  after  a 
coastal  snowstorm  (C&DB,  ph.  GLM).  There 


are  few  winter  records  for  the  Re- 
gion. Redpolls  were  not  found  in 
large  numbers  this  winter;  thus  it 
was  surprising  that  a Hoary  Red- 
poll was  discovered  on  the  w.  coast 
in  Sooke  27  Dec  (RTo  et  al),  along 
with  15  Common  Redpolls  (RTo  et 
al.).  A single  American  Goldfinch 
was  a rare  winter  visitor  to  the  out- 
er coast  in  Tofino  17  Dec  (AD), 
and  Prince  George  birders  had 
their  first  confirmed  winter  record, 
with  3 present  17  Dec  (PS,  BS). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  David  Allinson  (Vic- 
toria), Gerry  Ansell,  Cathy  Antoni- 
azzi  (cen.  interior),  Larry  & Carol  Boan,  Jack 
Bowling  (weather  summary),  George  Bradd, 


Jan  Bradshaw,  Doug  Brown,  Richard  J.  Can- 
nings (s.  Okanagan),  Russell  Cannings,  Cen- 
tral Okanagan  Naturalists  Club  (CONC), 
Christopher  Coxson,  Kat  Cruickshank,  Gary 
S.  Davidson  (Kootenays),  Adrian  Dorst 
(Tofino-Ucluelet),  Jim  Fliczuk,  Michael 
Force,  Jeremy  Gatten,  Carlo  Giovanni,  Bob 
Handfield,  Louis  Haviland,  Eugene  Hogue, 
Dan  Lewis,  Derrick  Marven,  Bob  McKay, 
Mark  Phinney  (Peace  River),  Guy  Picka- 
vance,  Dougal  McGhee,  Nancy  Krueger,  Bob 
Nation,  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Chris  Saun- 
ders, Rick  Schortinghuis,  Terry  & Marg  Shea, 
Bob  Steventon,  Paul  Strickland,  Roger  Taylor, 
Rick  Toochin  Quan  de  Fuca),  Mike  Yip,  Tim 
Zurowski.  © 
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From  early  December  2006  into  mid-Jan- 
uary 2007,  the  Region  was  buffeted  by 
a series  of  storms  featuring  high  winds 
as  much  as  precipitation,  but  storm-related 
avian  events  seemed  minimal.  Overall,  tem- 
peratures were  average,  except  February, 
which  was  about  2°  C above  normal.  Precipi- 
tation was  also  unremarkable,  except  during 
January,  which  witnessed  about  two-thirds 
the  normal  rainfall  and  snow. 

This  winter  was  notable  for  an  influx  of 
Asian/Alaskan  waterbirds  and  an  irruption  of 
Pine  Grosbeaks  and  Common  Redpolls  juxta- 
posed with  the  continuing  trends  of  northward 
range  expansion  (e.g..  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 


Black  Phoebe)  and  wintering  by  species  con- 
sidered accidental  as  recently  as  1990  (e.g., 
Wilson’s  Warbler,  Western  Tanager). 

Abbreviations:  Finley  (Finley  N.W.R., 
Benton),  F.R.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane), 
N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos),  P.T.  (Puget 
Trough),  W.V  (Willamette  Valley),  WW.R.D. 
(Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla).  “East- 
side”  and  “westside”  indicate  locations  e.  and 
w.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

Sightings  of  hybrid  waterfowl  continue  to  in- 
crease rapidly,  along  with  increased  observer 
scrutiny.  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  paired 
with  “white-cheeked”  geese  were  accompa- 
nied by  their  progeny,  including  2 Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  x minima  Cackling 
Geese  at  Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  17  Feb 
(ph.  SM)  and  2 Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
X Dusky  Canada  Geese  (B.  c.  occidentalis)  at 
Baskett  Slough,  Polk  through  the  season  (M. 
Monroe);  interestingly,  this  latter  hybrid  has 
occurred  “occasionally”  at  Baskett  Slough  and 
Finley  in  the  past  (fide  R.  Jarvis).  Emperor 
Geese  showed  well  again  this  winter,  with  3 
in  w.  Washington  and  4 in  w.  Oregon.  Now 
annual  among  wintering  Snow  Geese  in  Skag- 
it/Snohomish,  an  imm.  Blue  Goose  brightened 
Fir  1.,  Skagit  through  24  Jan  (CCx,  SM),  and 
an  ad.  was  there  24  Feb+  (M.  Axelson).  A 
Ross’s  Goose  x Snow  Goose  hybrid  hid  among 
hordes  of  Snows  on  Fir  I.  20  Jan  (ph.  SM). 


Only  3 stray  Ross’s  Geese  were  noted:  2 in  w. 
Washington  and  one  in  w.  Oregon.  Two  dark 
Canada  Geese  near  Sylvana,  Snohomish  3 Dec 
(CCx)  were  probably  remnants  of  the  flock  of 
B.  c.  fulva  that  has  wintered  annually  nearby 
for  more  than  three  decades,  once  numbering 
over  100  (R.  CanifO.  Five  Black  Brant  on  the 
westside  away  from  salt  water  represented  an 
above-average  winter;  per  usual,  4 were 
among  wintering  flocks  of  Cackling  Geese, 
but  one  was  at  Hyatt  L.  16  Feb,  furnishing 
Jackson’s  5th  record  (R.  Ketchum).  A Bewick’s 
Swan  near  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  26-31  Dec 
was  about  Washington’s  8th  (ph.  P&RS). 
Most  previous  Bewick’s  records  were  from 
Skagit,  and  thus  it  is  not  shocking  that  3 ad. 
and  one  imm.  Tundra  Swan  near  Conway  20 
Jan  appeared  intermediate  between  Whistling 
and  Bewick’s  Swans  (SM,  B.  Carlson).  Some- 
what overdue,  Washington’s  first  Whooper 
Swan  visited  Snohomish  25  Dec-1  Jan  (SM) 
before  moving  to  Conway  4 Jan-17  Feb  (TA) 
and  then  Ferndale,  Whatcom  24  Feb-2  Mar 
(M.  Jordan). 

A gathering  of  500  Wood  Ducks  at  Board- 
man,  Gilliam  24  Feb  was  likely  an  eastside 
record  (B.  Taylor).  The  Eugene  Falcated  Duck 
remained  throughout  the  winter.  An  unre- 
markable 10  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  noted  on 
the  eastside;  single  Eurasian  Wigeon  x Ameri- 
can Wigeon  hybrids,  first  reported  from  the 
eastside  in  spring  2006,  were  identified  at  Van- 
tage 3 Dec  (M&MD)  and  Richland  11  Feb 
(BW).  Not  annual  during  winter,  a Blue- 
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The  bills  of  these  adult  Tundra  Swans  near  Conway,  Skagit  County,  Washington  20  January  2007  range  from  10%  to  22%  yel- 
low when  measured  in  profile.  According  to  Evans  and  Sladen  (1980;  Auk  97: 697-703),  this  places  two  of  the  birds  as  inter- 
mediate between  Bewick's  (22.9%  or  more  yellow  on  bill)  and  Whistling  Swan  (15.8%  or  less  yellow  on  bill).  The  immature  in 
this  photograph  also  appeared  intermediate  between  these  subspecies.  Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 


winged  Teal  was  near  Coquille,  Coos  7 Jan  (M. 
Wihler).  A Washington-record  60,000  North- 
ern Pintails  gathered  at  Lumini  Bay,  Whatcom 
10  Dec  (SM,  CW,  JB).  A subpar  7 Eurasian  Teal 
and  6 Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  in- 
tergradcs  were  detected  this  winter.  A Ring- 
necked Duck  X scaup  hybrid  graced  Vancouver 
17  Eeb  (SM).  Eollowingan  excellent  fall.  Ring- 
necked Ducks  continued  in  good  numbers 
through  the  winter,  exemplified  by  counts  of 
1342  at  Rocky  Reach  Pool  and  1142  at  Wells 
Pool  in  the  n.  Columbia  Basin  8-9  Jan  (REl) 
and  1100  at  Post  Office  E.,  Clark  1 Eeb  (TA). 
Two  Tufted  Ducks,  about  par,  included  one  at 
N.S.C.B.  14  Dec  (TR)  and  a returning  bird  at 
Meares  L.,  Tillamook  18  Eeb+  (J.  & B.  Wood- 
house).  A female  Steller’s  Eider  reported  from 
Bray’s  Pt.,  Lane  3 Eeb  would  be  Oregon’s  2nd, 
if  accepted  by  the  Oregon  B.R.C.  (C.  Wild, 
AC).  A King  Eider  at  Drayton  Harbor,  What- 
com 7 Dec-31  Jan  was  Washington’s  18th  but 
the  first  in  more  than  a decade  (R  Woodcock, 
S.  Erank).  Single  White-winged  Scoters  bright- 
ened Desert  Aire,  Grant  3 Dec  (DC)  and 
Colville  Elats,  Pend  Oreille  26  Jan  (GS,  TE), 
and  a Surf  Scoter  enlivened  Vantage  13  Dec 
(DS,  RH);  neither  species  is  annual  during 
winter  on  the  eastside.  A Black  Scoter,  ex- 
tremely rare  away  from  salt  water,  was  at  Fin- 
ley 13  Jan  (WDR).  Six  Long-tailed  Ducks  on 
the  interior  westside  included  Jackson's  first,  at 
Lost  Creek  Res.  2 Dec  Q-  Hostick),  which  was 
joined  by  a 2nd  bird  12  Dec  (N.  Barrett),  and 
both  remained  into  Feb.  On  the  eastside,  only 
3 Long-tailed  Ducks  were  found.  Surprisingly, 
this  species  is  not  annual  on  the  interior  west- 


side,  but  e.  of  the  Cascades,  about  5 per  winter 
has  been  the  recent  norm.  A tally  of  65  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneyes  at  Foster  Res.,  Linn  2 Jan  was 
about  triple  the  norm  for  this  site  (M.  Nikas); 
excepting  the  small  flock  at  Foster  Res.,  this 
species  is  not  annual  in  the  W.V  Three  Com- 
mon Goldeneye  x Barrow’s  Goldeneye  hybrids 


were  detected,  with  singles  at  Seattle  30  Dec 
(H.  Opperman,  S.  Gerstle),  Mukilteo,  Sno- 
homish  17  Feb-1  Mar  (JB,  CCx),  and  near 


Clarkston,  Asotin  3 Feb  (ph.  R.  Shoemake, 
MMD).  A congregation  of  1360  Ruddy  Ducks 
in  Drayton  Harbor  10  Dec  likely  set  a w.  Wash- 
ington record  (SM,  JB,  CW). 

A goodly  5 Pacific  Loons  were  noted  on  the 
eastside,  where  rare  during  winter,  1 Dec-3 
Jan.  An  Arctic  Loon  near  Pateros,  Douglas  16- 
20  Jan  is  about  tbe  5th  for  Washington  (tCS, 
ph.  P.  Lott,  tR.  Taylor).  This  winter  produced 
a stunning  15  Yellow-billed  Loons,  the  most 
in  16+  years;  the  maximum  was  a Regional 
record  7 in  Dungeness  Bay,  Clallam  17  Dec 
(BLB,  CW).  A w.  Washington  record  203 
Eared  Grebes  were  between  Fox  and  McNeal 
Is.  in  the  RT.  16  Dec  (BLB).  Seven  Clark’s 
Grebes  in  w.  Washington  was  a fair  total,  but 
2 at  Richland  14  Jan  (NL)  and  singles  at  Fort 
Kelley,  Walla  Walla  17  Feb  (M&MD)  and  Van- 
tage 17  Feb  (S.  Downes)  provided  extremely 
rare  eastside  winter  records.  Single  apparent 
Clark’s  Grebe  x Western  Grebe  hybrids  were 
near  Clarkston,  Asotin  in  late  Dec  (C.  Swift) 
and  Vancouver  L.,  Clark  throughout  the  win- 
ter (SM);  this  cross  is  not  reported  annually  in 
the  Region  but  should  be  expected  given  the 
apparent  frequency  of  hybridization. 

Two  Black-footed  Albatrosses  were  seen 
from  Cape  Arago,  Coos  18  Dec  (T.  Shehner- 
dine,  D.  Smith);  there  are  only  about  10  from- 
shore  records  for  the  Region.  A Northern  Ful- 
mar, extremely  rare  in  the  RT.,  passed  RN.R  3 
Jan  (VN).  Single  dead  Mottled  Petrels  were  on 


the  beach  at  Seaside  20  Feb  (D.  Bailey)  and 
Cannon  Beach,  Clatsop  25  Feb  (T.  Guy,  L. 
Sheffield);  these  were  part  of  a general  seabird 


This  Barrow's  Goldeneye  x Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  associated  with  a nearly  pure  flock  of  Barrow's  Goldeneyes  at  Mukilteo, 
Snohomish  County,  Washington  (here  1 March  2007).  The  bird's  head  gloss  varied  from  bronzy  maroon  to  bright  green.  Note 
the  intermediate  head  shape  and  facial  spot,  the  Barrow's-like  wing  coverts  and  scapulars,  and  the  lack  of  dark  shoulder  bar. 
Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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This  King  Eider  at  Drayton  Harbor,  Whatcom  County  was  present  7 (here  10) 
December  2006  through  31  January  2007;  it  was  Washington's  first  since  1996. 
Of  Washington's  18  records,  only  three  have  been  since  1989,  possibly  related 
to  the  S6%  decline  noted  in  numbers  of  this  species  in  the  Beaufort  Sea  be- 
tween 1976  and  1996  {Condor  102: 219-222).  Photograph  by  Charlie  Wright. 


wreck,  mostly  along  the  Oregon  coast,  that 
stretched  well  into  Mar  and  will  be  discussed 
further  in  the  spring  2007  column.  Single 
Sooty/Short-tailed  Shearwaters,  barely  annual 
in  the  P.T.,  visited  EN.P.  13  Dec  (VN),  Ed- 
monds, Snohomish  Tl  Dec  (T.  Peterson),  and 
Bainbridge  I.  6 Jan  (BSW).  A decade  ago. 
Brown  Pelicans  in  late  Nov  elicited  comment; 
now  they  are  annual  well  into  winter.  This  year, 
9 lingered  at  Brookings,  Cwry  until  26  Dec  (D. 
Cavaness),  and  singles  were  near  Florence, 
Lane  15  Jan  (Dl),  at  Tahkenitch  Beach,  Douglas 
15  Jan  (TR),  and  Depoe  Bay,  Lincoln  7 Feb  (K. 
Madison).  For  the  2nd  consecutive  winter,  a 
Pelagic  Cormorant  was  nearly  160  km  up  the 
Columbia  R.  near  Corbett,  Multnomah  through 
7 Jan  (A.  Frank);  Pelagics  are  exceptionally  rare 
away  from  salt/brackish  water. 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  winter,  an  Ameri- 
can Bittern  was  found  on  the  eastside,  with 
one  at  Yakima  28  Jan  (].  Hebert);  this  appears 
to  be  only  the  4th  or  5th  e.  Washington  win- 
ter record.  Perhaps  American  Bitterns  will  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  Great  Egret.  The  first  e. 
Washington  winter  record  of  Great  Egret  was 
18  years  ago.  Now  they  are  annual,  with 
sightings  at  five  e.  Washington  locations  this 
winter.  Additionally,  52  Great  Egrets  in  the 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  17  Feb  was  a re- 
markable late-winter  tally  (SM);  consider  that 
only  50  Great  Egrets  were  tallied  on  all  Wash- 
ington C.B.C.s  between  1973-1998!  Follow- 
ing a poor  fall  showing,  no  Cattle  Egrets  were 
located  this  winter.  A count  of  111  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  at  Moses  F.,  Grant  16 
Dec  bested  last  winter’s  Washington  record 
winter-tally  of  90  there  (DS,  B,  Schonewald). 
A Turkey  Vulture  near  E.  Wenatchee,  Douglas 
20  Jan  was  only  the  4th  for  e.  Washington 
during  Dec/Jan  (T.  Taylor,  R.  Taylor),  while  3 
at  Klamath  Falls  10  Feb  were  about  five  weeks 
early  for  e.  Oregon  (KS).  Turkey  Vultures  also 


appeared  early  in  w.  Oregon, 
with  a flurry  of  sightings  23 
Jan+.  Overwintering  Turkey  Vul- 
tures are  also  on  the  increase, 
with  up  to  16  at  Eugene.  Three 
Ospreys  were  in  w.  Washington, 
where  increasingly  regular  dur- 
ing winter,  but  one  in  Richland, 
Benton  30  Dec  furnished  an  ex- 
tremely rare  eastside  winter 
record.  Washington  has  accu- 
mulated 17  winter  Osprey 
records  since  2000,  compared  to 
only  18  records  prior  to  1990. 
This  species  is  also  on  the  in- 
crease in  Oregon,  where  5 were 
found.  A White-tailed  Kite  at 
EN.P.  18  Jan  was  unusually  far  n. 
(TA,  KB,  R.  Fawson).  Even  more 
unusual  were  2 White-taileds  near  Klamath 
Falls  early  Jan-i-  0-  VanMoorhem);  this  species 
is  not  annual  in  e.  Oregon,  with  peak  occur- 
rence during  Aug.  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
continued  to  push  northward.  Twenty  were 
recorded  on  the  Eugene  C.B.C.,  where  virtu- 
ally unknown  as  recently  as  1970,  and  in 
Washington,  5 were  in  the  Ridge- 
fieldWancouver  area  QE,  TA, 

SM),  one  was  at  Bay  Center, 

Pacific  1 Dec  (K.  Knittle), 
and  another  inhabited  Kent, 

King  7 Dec+  (K.  Aanerud). 

An  excellent  eastside  winter 
for  Rough-legged  Hawks  was 
highlighted  by  a stunning  73 
in  n.  Lake  19  Dec  (K.  Bod- 
die).  Approximately  10  Gyr- 
falcons  in  Washington  and  3 
in  Oregon  represented  a fair- 
ly typical  winter,  but  a 
white-morph  bird  near  Edi- 
son, Skagit  21  Feb  was  most 
unusual  (TA);  almost  all  of 
the  Region’s  records  are  of 
gray  morphs.  Five  w.  Oregon 
and  2 w.  Washington  Prairie 
Falcons  represented  a typical  winter.  Single 
Soras,  now  annual  during  winter  in  Washing- 
ton, appeared  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  24  Dec  (CCx, 
SM)  and  Nisqually  2 Feb  (SMi). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Groups  of  88  Black-bellied  Plovers  near  Har- 
risburg 28  Dec  (R.  Armstrong)  and  75  near 
Corvallis  30  Dec  (WDR)  were  unusual  for  the 
WV  away  from  favored  FR.R.  and  likely  set 
records  for  Linn  and  Benton.  A Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  near  Edison,  Skagit  1 Jan  (CCx)  may 
have  been  the  same  bird  that  resided  there  last 
winter,  furnishing  Washington’s  7th  winter 


record.  A Greater  Yellowlegs  was  at  Prineville, 
Crook  14  Dec  (CG);  though  annual  in  Wash- 
ington’s Columbia  Basin,  they  are  not  annual 
during  winter  in  e.  Oregon.  Both  yellowlegs 
have  become  more  numerous  during  winter 
on  the  westside.  This  year,  100  wintered 
around  FR.R.  (DI),  up  from  a norm  of  about 
50  a decade  ago.  A flock  of  58  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs (with  one  Fesser  Yellowlegs)  at 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  17  Feb  exceeded  any 
previous  Washington  winter  count  away  from 
the  outer  coast  and  may  have  been  very  early 
migrants  (SM).  Ten  years  ago.  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs were  barely  annual  in  Oregon  and  es- 
sentially unrecorded  during  winter  in  Wash- 
ington. This  winter,  there  were  4 in  Oregon, 
including  a maximum  of  3 at  FR.R.  5 Jan  (DI); 
singles  in  Washington  appeared  at  Olympia  17 
Dec  (KB)  and  near  Centralia,  Lewis  18  Dec  (B. 
Shelmerdine).  A Willet  at  the  Kennedy  Creek 
Estuary,  Mason  1 Dec  added  to  only  about 
eight  Washington  winter  records  away  from 
the  outer  coast  0-  Buchanan).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper enlivened  Union  Gap,  Yakima  16  Dec  (J. 
Hebert);  now  almost  annual  in  e.  Washington, 
this  species  was  recorded  only  once  there  pri- 
or to  1996.  Rare  away  from  the  outer  coast,  7 


Marbled  Godwits  were  on  Dungeness  Bay, 
Clallam  16  Dec  0-  Acker,  EH,  G.  Gerdts, 
BSW).  A Red  Knot  near  Oysterville,  Pacific  17 
Dec  furnished  Washington’s  first  winter  record 
since  Dec  2000  0-  Ellis).  Now  regular  on  the 
eastside,  12  Least  Sandpipers  were  noted  at 
four  locations.  Two  Long-billed  Dowitchers, 
still  not  annual  on  the  eastside,  were  at  Moses 
L.  1-16  Dec  (DS).  There  were  no  wrecks  of 
Red  Phalaropes  this  winter,  but  a small  im- 
pulse was  noted  during  mid-Dec,  with  a 
coastal  maximum  of  42  at  Coos  Bay  15  Dec 
(TR)  and  5 between  Dungeness  Bay  and 
Thurston  16-17  Dec. 

A Franklin’s  Gull  at  Eugene  13  Dec  was 


This  Mottled  Petrel  carcass  was  found  on  Arcadia  Beach,  Clatsop  County,  Oregon 

25  February  2007.  Most  records  of  this  species  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  involve  ei- 
ther live  birds  far  offshore  or  dead  birds  on  beaches  between  October  and  March. 
Photograph  by  Troy  Guy. 
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This  apparent  Vega  Herring  Guii  at  Renton,  King  County  28  December  2006  is  the  first  to  be  well  documented  in  Washington, 
in  flight,  a typicai  Vega  taii  and  rump  pattern  were  noted.  Photograph  by  Charlie  Wright. 


about  the  Regions  16th  during  winter  (J.  Sul- 
livan). Washington’s  first  Black-headed  Gull 
since  1998  (and  16th  overall)  inhabited  Bain- 
bridge  1.  19-31  Dec  (BSW)  and  then  reap- 
peared at  nearby  RN.R  21  Feb-5  Mar  (VN); 
most  antecedent  records  were  from  mid-Aug 
into  early  Nov.  Two  Heermann’s  Gulls  visited 
Sequim  Bay  Clallam  18  Dec  (G.  Kridler),  and 
singles  stopped  at  Bainbridge  1.  1 Dec  (BSW) 
and  Port  Angeles  24  Feb+  (A.  Wheelan); 
Heermann’s  are  not  annual  during  winter  in 
Washington.  A gathering  of  19  Mew  Gulls  at 
Hood  R.  15  Dec  eclipsed  the  eastside  record 
high  count  (SJ).  Washington's  first  "Vega  Her- 
ring Gull  graced  Renton,  King  28  Dec  (CW, 
CCx).  Washington’s  11th  Slaty-backed  Gull 
turned  up  at  Renton  25  Dec+  (CCx);  all 
records  but  one  have  been  since  1994.  This 
winter’s  54  Glaucous  Gulls  exceeded  any  to- 
tal during  the  last  decade  by  more  than  50%, 
but  only  5 were  found  on  the  eastside,  dis- 
tinctly subpar  for  that  subregion.  Most  were 
first  detected  after  1 Jan,  with  a peak  of  7 at 
Yaquina  Bay,  Lincoln  12  Jan-i-  (C.  Ash,  W. 
Hoffman).  Finally,  a Glaucous  Gull  at  L.  Billy 
Chinook  12  Jan  was  only  e.  Oregon’s  3rd 
away  from  the  Columbia  R.  and  Jefferson's 
first  (CM).  There  was  an  inland  push  of 
Black-legged  Kittiwakes  in  mid-Dec,  coincid- 
ing with  the  small  pulse  of  Red  Phalaropes.  A 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Hood  R.  15  Dec 
was  only  about  the  5th  for  e.  Oregon  (SJ), 
while  one  at  White  City  16  Dec  was  Jacksons 
first  0-  Harlcman);  singles  at  P.N.P  13  Dec 
(VN),  Seattle  15  Dec  (M.  Bartels),  and  Budd 
Inlet,  Thurston  17  Dec  (BT)  provided  the  first 
winter  records  for  the  PT.  since  2001.  A 
Caspian  Tern  at  the  Necanicum  R.  mouth, 
Clatsop  25  Feb  was  two  or  more  weeks  early 
and  provided  Oregon’s  first  winter  record  (S. 
Warner). 
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Enormous  numbers  of  alcids  occupied  the 
“interior”  marine  waters  between  Port  Ange- 
les and  PN.P  throughout  the  winter.  Admiral- 
ty Inlet  provided  the  following  exceptional 
tallies;  2800  Common  Murres  4 Feb  (SM,  JB, 
CCx,  BSW),  750  Pigeon  Guillemots  23  Dec 
(SM,  BSW,  D.  Watkins),  and  650  Marbled 
Murrelets  4 Feb  (SM,  JB,  CCx,  BSW);  addi- 
tionally, 1000  Ancient  Murrelets  were  at  Pt. 
Wilson,  Jefferson  27  Jan-4  Feb  (SMi).  Adding 
to  14  previous  Washington  records  was  an  al- 


ternate-plumaged Thick-billed  Murre  at 
P.N.P.  15-17  Dec  (BT,  tSM,  tSMi),  a basic- 
plumaged  Thick-billed  there  31  Dec-31  Jan 
(GS,  R.  Schneider,  ph.  M.  Gustafson),  and  an- 
other in  Dungeness  Bay  18  Dec  (tBLB,  CW). 
Oregon’s"  5tlr  Thick-billed  Murre  was  found 
moribund  on  Clatsop  Beach  27  Feb  (ph.  L. 
Sheffield).  A Long-billed  Murrelet  played 
hide-and-seek  at  PN.P.  9-14  Dec  (tVN);  the 
presence  of  several  Marbled  Murrelets  in  ap- 
parent partial  alternate  plumage  confused 
matters,  and  these  birds’  resemblance  to 


Long-billed  Murrelets  will  likely  lead  to  a re- 
evaluation  of  all  Washington  reports.  Four 
Cassin’s  Auklets,  very  rare  in  the  P.T.,  passed 
Marrowstone  Pt.,  Jefferson  23  Dec  (SM).  A 
dead  Horned  Puffin  was  noted  at  Seaside  6 
Jan  (D.  Bailey). 

Single  Band-tailed  Pigeons  graced  Walla 
Walla  10-11  Dec  (B.  Davie,  ph.  M&MD)  and 
Union  Gap,  Yakima  29  Jan  0-  Hebert,  AS); 
there  are  fewer  than  five  antecedent  winter 
records  for  e.  Washington,  and  the  Walla  Wal- 
la bird  was  only  that  county’s  2nd  ever.  The 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  explosion  continued, 
with  over  80  in  e.  Washington,  including  max- 
ima of  18  at  Goldendale,  Klickitat  8 Dec  (DP) 
and  17  in  Mansfield,  Douglas  3 Dec  (K.  Kem- 
per). The  only  w.  Washington  sighting  was  of 
4 at  Woodland,  Cowlitz  18-25  Eeb  (P&RS), 
Oregon  suffered  a similar  surge,  with  a maxi- 
mum of  25  at  Hines,  Harney  26  Jan  (S. 
Dowlan)  and  first  records  for  Josephine  (DV) 
and  Polk  (RG).  Last  winter  there  were  but  18 
collared-doves  found  in  the  Region,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  2004-2005  there  were  only  4! 

Snowy  Owls  staged  an  “echo-invasion”  in- 
volving 35+  birds  this  winter,  following  last 
winter’s  tally  of  88;  both  eastside  and  westside 
were  well  represented,  but  only  4 made  it  s.  to 
Oregon.  Eive  Burrowing  Owls  in  w.  Oregon 
was  better  than  average,  as  was  7 in  e.  Wash- 
ington. A Burrowing  Owl  on  Whidbey  1.  was 
banded,  having  been  reared  in 
captivity  near  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia  and  later  released  in  e. 
British  Columbia.  This  is  the  2nd 
such  bird  to  appear  in  w.  Wash- 
ington in  the  past  several  years.  A 
Great  Gray  Owl,  very  rare  w.  of 
the  Cascades,  spent  most  of  Jan 
near  Mulino,  Clackamas,  elev.  180 
m (C.  Ledford).  Amazingly, 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  are  now 
regular  during  winter  e.  of  the 
Cascades,  where  the  winters  can 
be  quite  harsh.  In  Bend,  where  an- 
nual, 3 wintered  (DT,  T.  Crabtree, 
D.  Hale),  while  singles  appeared 
in  e.  Washington  at  Selah,  Yakima 
15-16  Dec  (DG)  and  Richland  1- 
30  Dec  (D.  Gilmour,  NL).  This  winter’s  Cos- 
ta’s Hummingbirds  visited  Bend  13  Jan  (DT) 
and  Salem  16  Jan  (RG).  An  unidentified  Se- 
lasphorus  hummingbird  wintered  in  Eugene 
(P  Johnson);  any  Selasphorus  during  Deccan 
is  quite  rare.  The  W.V  had  3 Lewis’s  Wood- 
peckers this  winter,  about  average;  as  recent- 
ly as  1975  they  were  still  locally  fairly  com- 
mon in  w.  Oregon.  Acorn  Woodpeckers  con- 
tinue to  maintain  their  Washington  foothold 
near  Lyle,  Klickitat,  with  2 there  17  Dec  (SJ). 
Leading  this  winter’s  sapsucker  extravaganza 
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Washington's  eleventh  Slaty-backed  Gull  resided  at  Renton,  King  County 
from  25  (here  30)  December  2006  through  February  2007.  Photograph  by 
Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 


This  Thick-billed  Murre  at  Point  No  Point,  Kitsap  Coynty, 


Washington  31  December  2006  through  31  (here  20)  January 
2007  was  one  of  at  least  four  found  in  the  Oregon  & Washing- 
ton Region  this  winter.  Over  50%  of  Washington's  Thkk- 
billeds  have  been  found  in  the  past  five  years,  perhaps  due  to 
increased  observer  scrutiny.  Photograph  by  Denny  Gmmtrand. 

was  w.  Washington’s  4th  Williamson’s  Sap- 
sucker  at  Spring  Creek  Fish  Hatchery,  Skama- 
nia 3 Dec  (R.  Koppendrayer);  this  species  is 
rare  anywhere  in  Washington  during  winter. 
A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at  Vancouver, 
Clark  19  Dec  was  about  Washington’s  6th 
(ph.  K.  Lowrie).  A goodly  4 Red-naped  Sap- 
suckers  were  found  this  winter;  all  were  w.  of 
the  Cascades,  where  they  are  rare  at  any  sea- 
son. On  the  flip-side,  3 Red-breasted  Sap- 
suckers  were  found  e.  of  the  Cascades,  where 
rare.  Equally  rare,  a Red-breasted  Sapsucker  x 
Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  stopped  in  Yaki- 
ma 31  Dec  (DG).  A Hairy  Woodpecker  along 
Telford  Rd.,  Lincoln  24  Feb  was  well  away 
from  known  breeding  areas  (XL). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FILCHES 

Washington’s  10th  Black  Phoebe  visited  Elma, 
Grays  Harbor  26-27  Dec  (ph.  P&RS);  all  but  2 
of  Washington’s  Black  Phoebes  were  docu- 
mented within  the  past  decade.  Black  Phoebes 
also  continued  to  consolidate  their  foothold  in 
the  W.V,  where  19  were  reported.  Four  were 
also  found  on  the  Klamath  Falls  C.B.C.  (KS); 
this  species  has  been  annual  in  the  Klamath 
Basin  since  2000,  but  during  the  1990s  there 
were  only  one  or  two  winter  records  for  all  of 
e.  Oregon.  A Say’s  Phoebe,  rare  in  e.  Washing- 
ton during  midwinter,  enlivened  Spangle, 
Spokane  4 jan  (M.  Woodruff),  whereas  a 
supranormal  9 were  located  in  w.  Oregon.  Five 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  in  e.  Washington  was 
about  par  for  recent  winters.  Surprisingly, 
none  were  detected  on  the  westside.  Oregon’s 
2nd  winter  Cassin’s  Vireo  visited  a Corvallis 
feeder  23  Feb  (B.  Dugger).  This  winter’s  10 
Blue  Jays  made  an  unremarkable  total;  the 
maximum  was  5 at  Fossil,  Wheeler,  where 
they  wintered  for  the  4th  consecutive  year  (L. 
Bouchard).  Western  Scrub-Jays  continue  to 
wander  widely  on  the  eastside,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  was  one  (A.  c.  califomica) 
in  the  Spokane  Valley  during  late  Jan,  likely 
the  northeastemmost  record  for  Washington 


(R.  Bohn).  Elsewhere  on  the  eastside,  stray 
scrub-jays  ventured  to  Grant,  OR,  Jefferson, 
and  Yakima.  On  the  westside,  one  journeyed 
n.  to  Concrete,  Skagit,  where  now  nearly  an- 
nual (GB).  Virtually  annual  of  late  in  the  W.V., 
a Black-billed  Magpie  visited  Milwaukie, 
Clackamas  10  Dec  (S.  Hazeem). 

Eighteen  Homed  Larks  at  N.S.C.B.  17  Dec 
was  exceptional  for  the  s.  Oregon  coast,  where 
not  annual  (fide  TR).  Small  flocks  of  Tree 
Swallows  were  observed  sporadically  around 
ER.R.  and  Finley,  Dec-Jan  (S.  Maulding,  D.  & 
A.  Heyerly,  WDR),  and  Washington’s  first 
northbound  Tree  Swallows  were  at  Lewis 
Flats,  Cowlitz  18  Jan  (BT)  and  Ridgefield  20 
Jan  (SMi);  this  species  is  not  annual  during 
winter  prior  to  the  arrival  of  northbound  mi- 
grants, typically  during  mid-  to  late  Jan  in 
Oregon  and  early  Feb  in  Washington.  A Cliff 
Swallow  at  Scappoose  Bottoms  4 Dec  was 
about  two  months  late  and  yielded  the  Re- 
gion’s first  winter  record  since  2001  (H.  Hor- 
vat).  For  the  first  time  since  2001,  however, 
there  was  no  early  wave  of  Barn  Swallows.  A 
few  more  than  usual  lingered  into  Dec,  with  7 
in  w.  Washington  and  4 in  w.  Oregon.  After 
that,  only  4 were  found  in  w.  Oregon,  and  one 
was  on  the  eastside  at  Tygh  Valley,  Wasco  10 
Jan  (].  & D.  Stentz).  What  prompted,  and  then 
terminated,  the  peculiar  phenomenon  of 
northbound  Barn  Swallows  arriving  en  masse 
during  Jan  remains  mysterious. 

This  fall’s  Rock  Wren  on  Indian  1.,  Jefferson 
lingered  through  the  winter,  providing  the 
westside’s  first  winter  record  in  three  years  (D. 
Johnson).  Oregon’s  2nd  Sedge  Wren  appeared 
Luckiamute  Landing,  Polk  4 Jan  and  remained 
at  least  two  weeks  (WDR);  there  are  fewer 
than  10  antecedent  records  from  Pacific  Coast 
states/provinces,  only  two  of  which  were  from 
winter.  A number  of  American  Dippers 
strayed  short  distances  from  their  usual 
haunts,  the  most  notable  of  which  was  one  at 
Moses  L.,  Grant  16-17  Dec  (R.  Finger,  D.  Gra- 
ham); dippers  are  extremely  rare  in  the  low- 
er/cen.  Columbia  Basin.  For  the  6th  consecu- 
tive winter.  Western  Bluebirds  appeared  in  w. 
Washington,  with  15  birds  at  four  locations; 
prior  to  the  late  1990s,  this  species  was  virtu- 
ally unknown  during  winter  in  w.  Washing- 
ton, excepting  occasional  records  from  breed- 
ing areas  in  Thurston  and  Pierce.  In  e.  Wash- 
ington, 2 near  Spokane  17  Dec  (M.  Woodruff) 
and  8 near  Maryhill,  Klickitat  (SJ)  provided  a 
rare  Dec/Ian  records.  A Mountain  Bluebird 
was  near  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  14  Jan-25  Feb 
(SMi,  K.  Stewart),  2 were  in  Spokane  15  Jan 
(M.  Frobe),  and  one  was  at  Richland,  Benton 
30-31  Dec  (BW);  this  species  is  not  annual 
during  winter  in  Washington  and  is  rare  any 
time  w.  of  the  Cascades.  Twelve  Northern 
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Mockingbirds,  9 in  Oregon  and  3 in  Washing- 
ton, furnished  the  best  winter  in  five  years. 
Sage  Thrashers,  very  rare  during  winter,  were 
near  Bridgeport,  Douglas  16  Dec  (R.  Hen- 
drick) and  Hines,  Harney  22  Jan  (W.  Bowers). 
Oregon’s  12th  winter  Brown  Thrasher  was 
near  Eugene  18  Dec+  (D.  Turner,  J.  Houle). 

Formerly  casual,  but  now  annual  during 
winter,  single  Nashville  Warblers  brightened 
Coos  Bay  17  Dec  (DL,  R.  Hoyer)  and  Corval- 
lis 2 Jan-21  Feb  (D.  Boucher).  Not  yet  annu- 
al during  winter,  3 Hermit  Warblers  were  in 
the  W.V,  and  one  was  on  the  outer  coast  at  S. 
Beach,  Lincoln  (R.  Cheek).  A Hermit  Warbler 
X Townsend’s  Warbler  hybrid  was  in  Beaver- 
ton, Washington  23  Jan  (E  Christenson);  these 
hybrids  have  only  been  recorded  a handful  of 
times  during  winter.  Three  Palm  Warblers, 
rare  away  from  the  outer  coast,  were  noted  in 
the  W.V.  and  P.T.  Oregon’s  first  winter  Oven- 
bird  graced  Medford,  Jackson  16-19  Jan  (ph. 
J.  & B.  Eliason).  Very  rare  during  winter,  a 
Northern  Waterthrush  inhabited  Skagit 
W.M.A.  25  Dec-4  Jan  (K.  Andrich);  this  may 
well  have  been  the  same  bird  found  there  this 
fall.  A Wilson’s  Warbler  visited  Portland  3 Feb 
(S.  Cleary).  Prior  to  1990,  the  Region  had 
about  seven  winter  records;  now  about  two 
per  winter  is  typical.  Oregon’s  2nd  winter 
Summer  Tanager  was  found  at  Alvadore, 
Lane  5 Jan+  (M.  Decker,  J.  & G.  Jacobson); 
the  Region’s  two  prior  winter  records  were 
also  of  birds  attending  feeders.  Oregon’s  11th 
winter  Western  Tanager  was  discovered  at 
Portland  10  Jan  (B.  Stites);  this  is  the  9th  con- 
secutive winter  during  which  this  species  has 
appeared  in  the  Region,  yet  there  were  only 
about  three  winter  records  prior  to  1990. 


This  Ovenbird  was  present  at  Medford,  Jackson  County 
1 6-1 9 (here  17)  January  2007,  furnishing  Oregon's  first  and 
the  Oregon  & Washington  Region's  second  winter  record. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Eliason. 

Oregon’s  4th  winter  Green-tailed  Towhee 
visited  Bend  22  Jan  (A.  Auger).  American  Tree 
Sparrows  were  relatively  scarce  on  the  west- 
side  but  appeared  in  above-average  numbers 
on  the  eastside,  exemplified  by  52  along  Lyons 
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Ferry  Rd.,  Walla  Walla  11  Feb  (M&MD,  DP). 
A stunning  28  Chipping  Sparrows  were  found 
in  w.  Oregon,  mostly  in  W.V  filbert  orchards, 
with  maxima  of  12  near  Albany,  Linn  31  Dec 
(R.  R Moore)  and  9 at  Turner,  Marion  29  Dec 
(RG);  the  Region  has  only  one  or  two  most 
winters.  Have  more  been  present,  unnoticed 
among  the  hazelnut  trees?  Five  Clay-colored 
Sparrows,  all  in  w.  Oregon,  was  above  average. 
A Lark  Sparrow  near  Eugene  3 1 Dec  provided 
the  Regions  first  winter  record  away  from  the 
Rogue  R.  valley  in  five  years  (Dl).  Sage  Spar- 
rows arrived  about  two  weeks  early,  with  2 at 
Toppenish,  Yakima  11  Feb  (AS)  and  singles  at 
Prineville  11  Feb  (CG)  and  Hood  R.  10  Feb  (J. 
Gilligan,  O.  Schmidt);  the  latter  bird  was  also 
extralimital,  providing  Hood  River’s  2nd 
record.  Single  Red  Fox  Sparrows  adorned  L. 
Terrill,  Whatcom  10  Dec  (ph.  SM,  CW,JB)  and 
Luckiamute  Landing,  Polk  31  Dec  OOi  this 
taxon  group  is  now  detected  annually  in  the 
Region.  An  apparent  altivagans  Fox  Sparrow 
was  along  Mounts  Rd.,  Pierce  6 Jan  (ph.  CW); 
the  mysterious  altivagans  is  thought  to  winter 
s.  of  our  Region.  Sixty  Lincolns  Sparrows  near 
Kent,  King  25  Dec  matched  the  Washington 
winter  record  (CW).  This  winters  25  Swamp 
Sparrows  was  Washington’s  best  total  in  four 
years  and  about  thrice  the  norm.  The  maxi- 
mum was  7 in  the  RidgefieldWancouver  low- 
lands 2 Dec  (SM,  JB,  CW),  and  eastside 
records  included  singles  at  Toppenish,  Yakima 
17  Dec-7  Jan  (S.  Downes)  and  Crow  Butte, 
Benton  17  Feb  (DR).  Oregon  had  a more  typi- 
cal 22  Swamps,  including  up  to  7 at  Millaco- 
ma  Marsh,  Coos  (TR).  White-throated  Spar- 
rows had  another  good  year  in  Oregon,  evi- 
denced by  20  wintering  at  Wilson  W.M.A., 
Benton  QG).  Harris’s  Sparrow  numbers  re- 
mained depressed,  with  18  reported.  A tally  of 
320  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  in  the  Vancou- 
ver/Ridgefield lowlands  2 Dec  was  unprece- 
dented for  Washington  in  winter  (SM,  CW, 
JB).  A Golden-crowned  Sparrow  x White- 
crowned  Sparrow  hybrid  was  along  Mounts 
Rd.,  Pierce  6 Jan  (ph.  CW);  this  cross  is  now 
noted  nearly  annually.  Washington’s  first 
Gray-headed  Junco  was  near  Enumclaw,  King 
17  Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  S.  Daniels,  K.  Steiner). 
The  closest  breeding  population  is  in  se.  Ore- 
gon’s Harney,  and  there  seems  to  be  but  one 
other  record  nw.  of  Harney:  Qualicum  Beach, 
Vancouver  L,  8-10  Nov  1975. 

A Black-headed  or  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak near  Spokane  2 Dec  was  most  unusual 
(fide  CC);  Washington  has  but  three  winter 
records  of  Black-headed  and  two  of  Rose- 
breasted. A Rose-breasted  at  Corvallis  10  Dec 
added  to  about  10  prior  Oregon  winter 
records  (fide  K.  Fairchild).  Tricolored  Black- 
birds continue  to  solidify  their  range  in  our 


Region  despite  declines  in  California.  The 
largest  wintering  flock  in  the  Columbia  Basin 
was  50  at  Othello  12  Jan  (BF),  and  the 
Prineville,  Crook  flock  peaked  at  75  on  10  Dec 
(S.  Dougill);  strays  included  2 at  Grants  Pass, 
Josephine  16  Dec  (DV)  and  2 at  Mil- 
ton-Freewater,  Umatilla  6 Jan  (M&MD).  Un- 
precedented for  w.  Washington  was  a count  of 
225  Western  Meadowlarks  on  the  Samish 
Flats,  Skagit  30  Dec  (G.  Walker,  R DeBryun). 
A Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  rare  during  win- 
ter in  w.  Washington,  adorned  Issaquah,  King 
18  Jan  (D.  Weinstein).  A Rusty  Blackbird  at 
Milton-Freewater  6 Jan  was  about  the  14th 
for  Oregon  (M&MD),  while  an  excellent  5 
were  detected  in  Washington,  including  3 at 
Carnation,  King  24  Jan  (MB);  despite  appar- 
ent dramatic  declines  across  the  continent, 
this  species’  occurrence  in  our  Region  seems 
stable.  This  fall’s  Hooded  Oriole  at  Reedsport, 
Douglas  returned  sporadically  throughout  the 
winter,  furnishing  the  Region’s  first  winter 
record  in  13  years  (T.  Gannon).  A Bullock’s 
Oriole  near  John  Day  Dam,  Klickitat  30  Dec 
provided  e.  Washington’s  3rd  winter  record  (J. 
Hadley,  R.  Robinson),  while  another  near  Flo- 
rence 1 Dec  was  in  w.  Oregon,  where  this 
species  has  become  nearly  annual  during  win- 
ter (fide  D.  Pettey). 

Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  were  unusual- 
ly numerous  on  the  eastside,  while  w.  of  the 
Cascades,  a mini-irruption  included  27  on 
Mary’s  Peak,  Benton,  2 at  Seaside,  Clatsop  3 
Dec  (S.  Warner),  and  singles  at  Lewis  Flats, 
Cowlitz  18  Jan  (BT)  and  Yachats,  Lincoln  3 
Dec  (A.  Walker).  Pine  Grosbeaks  continued 
to  irrupt  into  the  Region,  with  no  fewer  than 
69  in  w.  Washington  and  12  in  w.  Oregon. 
The  peak  westside  tally  was  24  at  Skagit 
W.M.A.  8 Jan  (R.  Merrill),  and  the  southern- 
most were  in  Portland  (W.  Gross,  K.  Scott,  G. 
Lillie).  On  the  eastside,  maxima  included  a 
stunning  100  at  Ft.  Spokane,  Lincoln  19  Jan 
(TL)  and  60  along  the  Little  Spokane  R., 
Spokane  30  Dec  (C.  McCormack).  Extremely 
rare  outer-coast  records  included  9 near 
Nemah,  Pacific  16-17  Dec  (G.  Exum,J.  & M. 
Green)  and  7 on  Nicolai  Mt.,  Clatsop  12  Dec 
(MP).  Interestingly,  most  seemed  to  have  de- 
parted the  lowlands  by  late  Jan,  and  it  seems 
almost  certain  that  these  birds  did  not  origi- 
nate from  the  Region’s  relatively  small  breed- 
ing population.  Two  Cassin’s  Finches  were 
near  Banks,  Washington  15  Jan  (L.  Norgren), 
and  singles  visited  Eugene  18  Jan  (DI)  and 
Mulino,  Clackamas  5 Feb  (C.  Karlen,  Paul 
Sullivan);  Cassin’s  are  not  annual  w.  of  the 
Cascades.  A Red  Crossbill,  rare  in  the  Colum- 
bia Basin,  visited  Moses  L.,  Grant  16  Dec  (GS, 
G.  Harer).  Starting  in  mid-Dec,  Common 
Redpolls  joined  Pine  Grosbeaks  in  our  Re- 


gion, but  their  irruption  was  unusually 
weighted  towards  the  westside,  including  a 
staggering  215  near  Nehalem,  Whatcom  17 
Dec,  part  of  525  counted  on  the  N.  Cascades 
C.B.C.  that  day  (B.  Kuntz,  GB);  these  repre- 
sent the  highest  westside  tallies  since  1917! 
Two  Common  Redpolls  at  Coos  Bay  25  Dec 
0-  Randolph),  plus  singletons  at  N.  Bend, 
Coos  17  Dec  (L.  Norgren)  and  Brookings, 
Cuny  17  Feb  (B.  Stewart),  provided  extreme- 
ly rare  sw.  Oregon  records.  As  with  the  Pine 
Grosbeaks,  most  redpolls  had  departed  by  late 
Jan.  Five  Lesser  Goldfinches  at  Starbuck  11 
Feb  furnished  Columbia’s  first  record 
(M&MD,  DP),  while  singles  at  Underwood, 
Skamania  3 Dec  (SJ)  and  Kennewick,  Benton 
16  Dec  (NL)  were  also  quite  unusual.  As  of 
1993,  there  were  but  two  Washington  records 
away  from  Clark  and  Klickitat,  but  subse- 
quently, there  have  been  approximately  15 
such  sightings.  Oregon’s  5th  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  was  near  Grants  Pass,  Josephine  1 
Dec  (M.  Browning);  prior  records  were  split 
between  spring  and  winter. 

Corrigendum:  Last  winter’s  Red  Phalarope  in 
Umatilla  was  actually  the  2nd,  not  the  first, 
eastside  winter  record. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Tom  Aversa  (Washington),  Jessie 
Barry,  Range  Bayer  (Lincoln),  Gary  Bletsch, 
Keith  Brady,  Marv  Breece,  Alan  Contreras, 
Craig  Corder  (Spokane),  Cameron  Cox 
(CCx),  Mike  & MerryLynn  Denny  (M&MD), 
Dennis  Duffy,  Joe  Engler  (Clark),  Bob  Flores, 
Chuck  Gates  (Crook),  Roy  Gerig  (Polk,  Mar- 
ion), Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima),  Randy 
Hill,  Eugene  Hunn,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klicki- 
tat), Bruce  LaBar  (BLB),  Bill  LaFramboise 
(lower  Columbia  Basin),  Nancy  LaFramboise, 
David  Lauten,  Terry  Little,  Tom  Mickel 
(Lane),  Craig  & Marilyn  Miller  (Deschutes, 
Jefferson),  Scott  Mills  (SMi),  Harry  Nehls 
(OR),  Vic  Nelson,  Bob  Norton  (Olympic 
Pen.),  Clarence  & Marilyn  O’Leary  (Grant), 
Michael  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Dennis  Paulson, 
W.  Doug  Robinson  (Benton,  Linn,  Marion), 
Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos,  Curry),  Doug 
Schonewald,  Gina  Sheridan,  Kevin  Spencer 
(Klamath),  Andy  Stepniewski,  Patrick  & Ruth 
Sullivan  (P&RS),  David  Tracey,  Dennis  Vro- 
man  (Josephine),  Brad  Waggoner  (BSW),  Bob 
Woodley,  Charlie  Wright. 


Steven  MIodinow,  4819  Gardner  Avenue 
Everett,  Washington  98203,  (SGIVIIod@aol.coni) 
David  Irons,  2125  Hayes  Street 
Eugene,  Oregon  97045,  (llsdirons@msn.com) 
BillTweit,P.O.  Box  1271 

Olympia,  Washington  98507,  (Sebnabgill@aol.com) 
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After  a fairly  normal  December,  January 
was  dry  with  a cold  snap  mid-month 
that  set  new  records  over  much  of  the 
Region.  February  was  also  dry  but  warmer 
than  normal.  The  season’s  highlight  was  Cali- 
fornia’s third  Smew,  enjoyed  by  birders  from 
all  over  the  state  and  beyond.  County  birders 
were  thrilled  to  have  six  Eurasian  Wigeons  in 
four  Sierra  foothill  counties  (Amador,  Calav- 
eras, Tuolumne,  and  Mariposa),  where  even 
“common”  ducks  can  be  hard  to  find.  Gull 
enthusiasts  continue  to  produce  multiple 
Slaty-backed  Gulls  in  the  Region,  a remark- 
able phenomenon,  considering  this  species 
was  only  added  to  the  state  list  two  years  ago. 
Additionally,  an  apparent  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  would  represent  an  overdue  first  state 
record  if  accepted  by  the  state  records  com- 
mittee. Varied  Thrushes  stage  occasional  win- 
ter invasions  into  parts  of  the  state  where  they 
are  normally  rare,  and  this  season  saw  one  of 
the  biggest,  rivaling  or  exceeding  the  banner 
winter  of  1994-1995  in  many  areas. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Lab);  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.);  C.V  (Cen- 
tral Valley);  C.R.R  (Cosumnes  R.  Preserve, 
Sacramento)',  C.C.ES.  (Coyote  Creek  Field 
Station,  Santa  Clara)',  EL  (Southeast  Farallon 
I.,  San  Francisco)',  H.R.S.  (Hayward  Regional 
Shoreline,  Alameda)',  P.R.B.O.  (Pt.  Reyes  B. 
O.);  S.F  (San  Francisco,  not  State  Forest); 
U.C.  (University  of  California).  Reports  of  ex- 
ceptional vagrants  submitted  without  docu- 
mentation are  not  published.  Documentation 
of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded 
to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  RO.  Box  275,  Im- 
perial Beach,  California  91933.  Birds  banded 
on  FI.  should  be  credited  to  Pt.  Reyes  B.O. 
and  those  banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the 


Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana 
Wilderness  Society. 

WATERFOWL 

The  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  found  in  fall  at 
the  “Dead  Pig  Ponds”  n.  of  Angiola,  Tulare 
continued  through  16  Jan  (4  birds;  Tony  Kurz 
et  ah).  A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  w.  of 
Cathey’s  Valley  21  Feb-11  Mar  OLx,  m.ob.) 
was  only  the  2nd  for  Mariposa,  at  the  same 
pond  where  the  first  was  found  16  Feb-8  Mar 
2005.  It  was  accompanied  by  up  to  2 Snow 
Geese  21-28  Feb  QLx,  JSL,  DEQ,  m.ob.),  also 
rare  in  Mariposa.  Three  ad.  Emperor  Geese 
were  among  a swirling  flock  of  4000  geese  of 
five  species  above  C.R.R  15  Feb  OTr).  Coastal 
Blue  Geese  included  one  along  the  Petaluma 
R.,  Sonoma  13  Jan  (Bob  Dyer)  and  up  to  2 at 
H.R.S.  5-20  Dec  (2  on  last  date;  RJR).  A neck- 
collared  Ross’s  Goose  near  Richvale,  Butte  3 
Feb  OHS)  had  been  banded  sixteen  and  a half 
year  earlier  as  an  adult.  The  Palo  Alto  Brant 
first  reported  last  season  was  seen  through  9 
Jan  (ph.,  m.ob.);  remarkably,  a 2nd  Santa 
Clara  Brant  was  found  along  the  Guadalupe  R. 
in  San  Jose  14-22  Feb  (ph.  Peggy  Don,  m.ob.). 
Cackling  Goose  reports  involving  leucopareia 
and  minima  were  widespread,  with  large  flocks 
reaching  the  central  coast,  including  70  over 
San  Jose,  Santa  Clara  1 Jan  (MDo),  70  to  85  at 
H.R.S.  9 Jan-16  Feb  (RJR),  and  60  n.  of 
Petaluma,  Sonoma  10  Feb  (KWi);  the  only  re- 
port of  another  subspecies  was  of  a tavemeri  at 
Kutras  L.  in  Redding,  Shasta  5 Feb  (BED  et 
al.).  The  Dusky  Canada  Goose  (occi- 
dentalis)  at  Venice  S.B.,  San  Mateo  con- 
tinued through  22  Jan  (RSTh).  Trum- 
peter Swan  reports  included  an  undoc- 
umented report  of  3 birds  at  Steamboat 
L.,  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  22  Dec 
(Bob  Smith)  and  one  of  an  imm.  ne.  of 
Willows,  Glenn  6 Feb  (tJHS).  A Be- 
wick’s Swan  was  seen  ne.  of  Marysville, 

Yuba  1 Dec  (ph.  Mike  Schwitters);  one 
was  seen  with  an  ad.  Whistling  Swan 
and  3 yearlings  13  Jan  in  the  same  area 
OHS).  Two  ad.  Bewick’s  with  a yearling 
were  ne.  of  Willows,  Glenn  6 Feb  OHS). 

Good  numbers  of  Eurasian  Wigeon 
were  reported  from  21  counties,  in- 
cluding the  first  3 ever  for  Mariposa:  a male 
along  White  Rock  Rd.  18  Feb-11  Mar  ORow, 
Liz  West,  m.ob.),  joined  by  a 2nd  male  there 
23  Feb  (DEQ),  and  another  male  along 
Merced  Falls  Rd.  24  Feb  (EP).  Other  male 
Eurasian  Wigeons  in  unusual  locations  in- 
cluded the  continuing  2nd  Calaveras  record 
along  Paloma  Rd.  16  Jan  (Stephen  Long),  one 
5 km  w.  of  Sutter  Creek,  Amador  27  Jan-16 
Feb  (Don  Marsh),  and  one  along  Rock  River 
Rd.,  Tuolumne  3 Feb+  (SUm,  JSL).  A male 


American  Black  Duck  shot  n.  of  Delevan 
N.W.R.,  Colusa  21  Dec  (Yancey  Forest- 
Knowles)  will  become  a live  mount  at  U.C. 
Davis;  difficulties  eliminating  Mallard  inter- 
grades and  questions  of  natural  occurrence 
have  resulted  in  only  a single  first-winter  fe- 
male, shot  1 Feb  1911  near  Willows,  Glenn, 
being  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.  An  impressive 
18  Eurasian  Teal  reported  from  12  counties 
included  a first  for  Napa,  at  American  Canyon 
wetlands  2-28  Feb  (tMBe,  m.ob.).  Twelve 
Tufted  Ducks  in  1 1 counties  included  up  to  3 
ad.  males  among  record-large  scaup  flocks  at 
Borax  L.,  Lake  16  Dec-20  Feb  (ph.  FHa, 
JRW).  White-winged  Scoter  reports  continue 
to  dwindle,  with  one  slightly  inland  on  Griz- 
zly Bay  2 Jan  (RyT,  MtB,  OsJ)  being  unusual 
for  Solano.  Over  30  Long-tailed  Ducks  from 
nine  counties  included  only  one  report  well 
inland,  a continuing  bird  at  Mono  L.,  Mono, 
present  through  3 Dec  (ph.  Susan  Steele), 
Among  numerous  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  reports 
was  Mendocino's  2nd,  a female  at  Westport 
S.TP  1-6  Feb  (RLeV,  ph.  MMtt  et  al.).  Un- 
doubtedly the  highlight  of  the  season,  an  ad. 
male  Smew  spent  20-29  Jan  consorting  with 
Hooded  Mergansers  in  the  small  Sierra 
foothill  town  of  Soulsbyville,  Tuolumne  (SUm, 
ph.  m.ob).  This  classy  bird,  which  drew  bird- 
ers from  far  and  wide,  constitutes  only  the  3rd 
California  record,  following  a male  that  spent 
three  winters  in  Foster  City,  Sail  Mateo  19  Dec 
1981-22  Jan  1984  and  a male  near  Tracy,  San 
Joaquin  20  Jan-29  Feb  2000. 


LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Of  the  three  commonly  occurring  loons  in  the 
Region,  Red-throated  Loon  is  the  scarcest  in- 
land. Inland  occurrences  included  one  at 
Stampede  Res.  13  Dec  (BDW),  a first  for  Sier- 
ra; one  at  Fall  River  L.  11  Dec.  (Ken  Able),  a 
3rd  for  Shasta;  and  one  at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  3 
Dec  (DHo,  JLD,  JuH).  As  is  typical,  several  in- 
land Pacific  Loons  were  reported:  Thermalito 
Afterbay,  Butte  25  Feb  (Jay  Bogiatto);  2 re- 


A striking  duck,  this  apparent  Bufflehead  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid 
was  found  at  the  Berkeley  Marina,  Alameda  County,  California  8 Decem- 
ber 2006  but  not  reported  thereafter.  Photograph  by  Bob  Battagin. 
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C il  In  addition  to  the  more  expected  duck  hybrids,  such  as  "Brewer's  Ducks"(Gadwal!  x Mallard  hybrids;  2 reported), 
3r\  Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  (7),  Blue-winged  Teal  x Cinnamon  Teal  (one).  Tufted  Duck  x Greater  Scaup 
(one),  Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  (5),  and  Barrow's  Goldeneye  x Common  Goldeneye  (3),  several  less-expected  hy- 
brid combinations  were  reported  this  season.  A male  Aythya  at  L.  Hennessey,  Naps  17  Dec  was  identified  as  a Greater  Scaup 
x Ring-necked  Duck  (tMBe).  An  imm.  male  hybrid  in  San  Mateo,  San  Mateo  28-31  Jan  was  identified  as  a Bufflehead  x Com- 
mon Goldeneye  (tRSTh).  A male  Bufflehead  x Hooded  Merganser  was  another  unexpected  combination,  found  at  the  Berke- 
ley marina,  Alameda  8 Dec  (ph.  tBob  Battagin).  And  finally,  the  Barrow's  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  returned  to  L.  Mer- 
ritt, Alameda  14  Dec-13  Feb  (Len  Blumin  et  al.)  for  its  4th  winter  at  this  location.  The  last  three  combinations  are  nearly  un- 
precedented, with  perhaps  just  two  previous  documented  instances  of  the  first  two  [Birds  of  North  America  No.  98;  American 
Birds  35: 340)  and  the  third  thought  to  be  the  first  such  hybrid  [Western  Birds  36:279). 


maining  until  16  Dec  at  L.  Shastina,  Siskiyou 
(RE);  and  2 at  Crowley  L.,  Mono  5 Dec 
(KNN).  Scarce  inland,  especially  in  winter,  a 
Red-necked  Grebe  was  near  Glenhaven,  Lake 
17  Feb  (FrO,  JRow).  Counts  of  6576  Eared 
Grebes  and  6643  Clark’s  Grebes  on  Clear  L. 
16  Dec  represented  record  highs  for  Lake  (fide 
JRW).  After  several  winters  of  sparse  Black- 
vented  Shearwaters,  this  species  was  again 
present  in  robust  numbers,  with  a peak  count 
of  1255+  in  three  hours  off  Pt.  Pinos,  Mon- 
terey 18  Dec  (BLS).  Brown  Boobies  continue 
to  invade  the  Region.  In  Humboldt,  the  imm. 
and  ad.  female  continued  from  the  previous 
period  at  Trinidad  through  9 Dec  (m.ob.). 
One  to  3 continued  (?)  on  FI.  2 Dec+  (Derek 
Lee,  JTz,  Pete  Warzybok).  Singles  were  in 
Monterey  Harbor,  Monterey  28  Dec-21  Jan 
(Dave  Weber,  ph.  m.ob.),  as  well  as  at  Jug 
Handle  State  Reserve  13  Jan  (Teresa  Faxon) 
and  Noyo  Harbor  23  Feb  (LHg,  CCb)  in  Men- 
docino. A testament  to  the  success  of  the  Fed- 
eral Endangered  Species  Act,  Brown  Pelican 
numbers  continue  to  increase,  as  indicated  by 
6000  counted  heading  n.  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San 
Mateo  14  Jan  (RSTh). 

The  Del  Norte  Little  Blue  Heron  continued  at 
the  Alexandre  Dairy  near  Ft.  Dick  through  the 
period  (ph.  ADB  et  al).  Wandering  White- 
faced Ibis  included  one  at  Moss  Landing  W.A., 
Monterey  7 Feb  (TAm)  and  another  surprising- 
ly far  n.  for  winter  at  Tule  Lake  N.W.R.,  Siskiy- 
ou 22  Jan  (Charlotte  Ann  Kisling).  An  ad. 
White-tailed  Kite  at  Sierraville  26  Jan  (Deren 
Ross)  was  the  3rd  for  Sierra.  Northern 
Goshawks  seen  just  s.  of  Cape  Mendocino, 
Humboldt  2 Dec  (imm.;  KGR,  DCo)  and  flying 
northward  at  Colma  23  Feb  (4th  San  Mateo 
record;  ADeM)  were  in  unusual  lowland  loca- 
tions. Swainson’s  Hawks  well  away  from  win- 
tering areas  included  one  at  Pt.  Joe,  Monterey 
29  Dec  (TEa,  JCS,  AB)  and  an  early  migrant 
over  the  Presidio,  S.  F 17  Feb  (HuC).  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Harlan’s  Hawks  reported  last  season, 
another  returned  to  Valley  Ford,  Sonoma  for  its 
3rd  winter  18  Dec-7  Jan  (RS,  KWi,  m.ob.). 
Other  Harlan’s  included  one  in  Willow  Cr.  Val- 
ley, Lassen  14  Dec  (EP,  JRa),  one  at  the  Sacra- 


mento River  N.W.R.,  Butte  1 Jan  QHS),  and 
light-morph  birds  n.  of  Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  4 
Dec  (Roger  Marlowe)  and  at  Manchester,  Men- 
docino 1 Jan  (tRSTh,  KrO).  Several  coastal 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  reported,  most  just 
passing  through  in  mid-Dec,  but  one  at  the  Las 
Gallinas  S.T.P.,  Marin  stayed  10  Jan-14  Feb 
(Nick  Whelan,  m.ob.).  At  least  3 different 
Crested  Caracaras  were  found  this  winter.  One 
spent  the  season  at  the  Ferndale  Bottoms,  Hum- 
boldt 8 Dec+  (ph.  Merritt  Perry,  Bruce  Slocum, 
fide  GSL,  ph.  DCo);  the  ad.  in  coastal  n.  Mon- 
terey continued  through  the  season  (m.ob.,  ph. 
DR),  being  joined  by  a first-winter  bird  at  Pt. 
Joe  25  Feb  QSo,  Mark  Sorensen,  ph.  DR,  RC). 
Black  Rails  were  reported  on  two  Nevada 
C.B.C.s  16  & 30  Dec  (ECB  et  al). 

SHOREBiRDS 

A Pacific  Golden-Plover  sw.  of 
Madera  21-26  Dec  (ph.  GaW)  pro- 
vided one  of  very  few  records  for 
Madera;  one  n.  of  Binghamton, 

Solano  15  Dec  (Charlie  Walker) 
was  likewise  well  away  from  the 
usual  wintering  locations  for  this 
species.  Coastal  Mountain  Plovers 
included  Humboldt’s  10th  at  the 
Mad  R.  estuary  14-17  Jan  (ph.  RbF, 

MtB,  KBu,  DCo,  COg,  KGR)  and 
one  or  2 birds  sw.  of  Sonoma,  Sono- 
ma 11  Jan  (DgSh).  Three  found  at 
Crowley  L.  2 Dec  included  one  that 
lingered  through  6 Jan  OLD.  ph. 

Mike  McWilliams,  m.ob.),  furnish- 
ing the  latest  record  for  Mono  (and 
longest  stay  of  any  recorded  there). 

Good  numbers  of  Mountain  Plovers  were  re- 
ported again  this  season  from  s.  of  Al- 
lensworth,  Tulare,  with  a peak  count  of  426  on 
26  Feb  (PJM).  A Solitary  Sandpiper  along 
Coyote  Cr.  s.  of  Coyote,  Santa  Clara  30  Dec-1 
Jan  (MJM,  ph.  SCR,  ph.  MMR,  ph.  WGB,  ph. 
Peggy  Don,  m.ob.)  was  only  the  4th  winter 
record  for  n.  California.  A Pectoral  Sandpiper 
at  H.R.S.  27  Feb  (tPeter  Dramer)  was  likewise 
unseasonal;  its  presence  on  this  date  may  have 
been  related  to  its  injured  leg.  Southerly  Rock 


Sandpipers  included  one  at  Half  Moon  Bay, 
San  Mateo  9 Dec-6  Feb  (GDg,  RSTh,  AME) 
and  a bird  returning  to  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz 
for  a 3rd  winter  11  Dec+  (RyT,  m.ob).  Winter- 
ing Ruffs  included  a continuing  male  in  Alvi- 
so,  Santa  Clara  9 Dec-4  Feb  Q™  Thomas, 
m.ob.),  an  ad.  at  Sherman  I.,  Sacramento  20 
Dec-2  Jan  (Bob  Power,  EP,  MtB,  OsJ,  m.ob.), 
one  at  Conaway  Ranch,  Yolo  on  the  Sacramen- 
to C.B.C.  30  Dec  (WEH),  and  2 in  Merced,  one 
e.  of  Los  Banos  28-31  Dec  (ADeM,  John  Ful- 
ton, CLu,  LLu,  GGO,  the  other  se.  of  Merced 
N.W.R.  9 Feb  (male;  ADeM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A late  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  L.  Shastina, 
Siskiyou  30  Nov-21  Dec  (RE).  Though  regu- 
lar on  the  w.  side  of  the  Sacramento  Valley,  a 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  at  the  Marysville  S.T.P.,  Yuba 
21  Dec  (tTDM,  JTr,  JLx)  may  be  a first  for  the 
e.  side  of  the  Valley.  Very  few  inland  Mew 
Gulls  were  reported,  with  singles  at  Ellis  L., 
Marysville,  Yuba  5 Jan-12  Feb  (HG,  DCR, 
FrO),  Kutras  L.,  Shasta  15  Jan-3  Feb  (BED), 
and  one  near  Mendota,  Fresno  10  Jan  (Pete 
Fahey,  LyH,  ph.  GaW).  Several  potential  Vega 
Herring  Gulls  were  reported.  As  we  gain  an 
understanding  of  variation  in  the  Herring 
Gull  complex,  it  will  be  interesting  to  deter- 


mine the  status  of  this  taxon  in  the  Region. 
Noteworthy  inland  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  at  the 
Milburn  Unit,  Fresno  17  Dec  (JND,  Larry 
Parmeter  et  al.),  the  Fresno  W.T.P,  Fresno  24 
Feb  (Kevin  Enns-Rempel  et  al.),  L.  Almanor, 
Plumas  15  Dec  (Martin  Meyers,  JTr)  and 
Goose  L.,  Modoc  23  Feb  (SCR).  Once  again, 
Iceland  Gulls  were  reported  (this  species  is  re- 
ported annually  in  recent  years).  More  of 
these  birds  are  now  being  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  as  more  is  learned  about  variation 


Crested  Caracaras  wintered  in  California's  coastal  Humboldt  and  Monterey 
Counties.  This  adult  was  seen  throughout  the  season  in  northern  Monterey 
County,  often  frequenting  the  golf  course  near  Point  Joe,  where  this  photo- 
graph was  taken  28  December  2006.  On  25  February  2007,  it  was  joined  by 
a first-winter  bird  at  the  same  location.  Photograph  by  Don  Roberson. 
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Solitary  Sandpipers  are  rare  anywhere  in  California  in  winter,  so  this  bird  found  in 
a drying  pond  along  Coyote  Creek  during  the  Calero-Morgan  Hill  Christmas  Bird 
Count  30  December  2006  was  remarkable,  providing  only  the  fourth  winter  record 
for  northern  California,  it  remained  until  1 January  2007  (here),  at  which  point  its 
favored  pond  had  trearly  dried  up.  Photograph  by  William  G.  Bomman. 


within  groupings  in  the  Thayer’s/lceland  com- 
plex. Part  of  the  difficulty  in  analyzing  some 
of  these  records  is  created  by  the  apparent 
morphological  continuum  from  Thayer’s  Gull 
to  Iceland  Gull  and  determining  where  to 
draw  the  somewhat  arbitrary  line  between  the 
groups.  Other  problem  identifications  are  as- 
sociated with  hybrids  and  aberrant  individu- 
als of  other  species.  Iceland  Gulls  were  re- 
ported from  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  1 Jan 
(ph.  tTEa,  ph.  Tanner  Easterla,  tJEH,  tRbF, 
tJTz  et  al.)  and  Redwood  Cr.,  Humboldt  5 Jan 
(ph.  Laurie  Lawrence,  Linda  Doerfilinger, 
JCe).  These  reports  await  C.B.R.C.  review.' 
Three  others  were  reported  without  details 
from  Yolo  30  Dec.  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
at  L.  Kaweah  and  Bravo  L.  3 & 24  Feb,  re- 
spectively (ph.  John  Lockhart,  KiK),  would 
represent  a first  for  Tulare  if  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  After  the  documentation  of  multiple 
Slaty-backed  Gulls  at  Venice  S.B.,  San  Mateo 
established  the  first  state  records  just  two  win- 
ters ago,  multiple  birds  continued  to  occur  at 
this  location  for  the  3rd  winter,  with  an  ad. 
present  5 Jan-21  Feb  (ph.  AJ,  tRSTh  et  al.) 
and  a second-cycle  present  13-30  Jan  (ph.  AJ, 
tRSTh  et  al).  As  might  be  expected  as  aware- 
ness of  this  species  in  the  Region  increases,  in- 
dividuals are  being  reported  at  a variety  of 
new  locations  (all  of  these  records  are  pending 
C.B.R.C.  review).  These  reports  include:  a sec- 
ond-cycle bird  at  Pt.  Pinos  2 Feb  (ph.  BLS), 
which  would  represent  a first  for  Monterey, 
and  another  from  Monterey  at  the  Salmas  R. 
mouth  13  Feb  (ph.,  tDVP);  3 at  San  Quentin 
19  Feb  (ph.  TEa,  Tanner  Easterla),  which 
would  represent  a first  for  Marin;  and  finally  a 
third-cycle  bird  at  Humboldt  Bay  31  Dec 
(tTEa,  Tanner  Easterla,  tJEH)  and  an  ad.  at 
Redwood  Cr.  mouth  2 Jan  (ph.  tTEa,  tTanner 
Easterla,  tJEH),  which  would  represent  po- 
tential firsts  for  Humboldt.  Glaucous  Gulls  in- 
vaded the  Region,  with  an  amazing  39+  re- 
ported. Virtually  all  of  these  birds  were 
coastal,  with  the  exception  of  3 ads.  27  Jan 
(JKn)  and  one  imm.  16  Feb  OCS)  at  the  Yolo 
County  Landfill,  Yolo.  A possible  Great  Biack- 
backed  Gull  photographed  at  Redwood  Cr. 
mouth,  Humboldt  30  Dec  (ph.,  tjeff  Allen) 
was  never  relocated.  If  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.,  this  would  represent  a first  state 
record.  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  general- 
ly present  in  small  numbers  until  a sudden  in- 
flux to  the  ocean  waters  off  Monterey  in  mid- 
Feb,  when  20,000  were  estimated  to  have 
passed  Pt.  Pinos  18  Feb  (BLS,  DR,  RC)  and 
the  same  number  was  estimated  during  an  off- 
shore aerial  survey  from  the  Monterey  Pen.  s. 
to  the  Big  Sur  Coast  1 Mar  QND,  LHe,  TMH). 
This  species  is  generally  quite  rare  inland,  and 
one  at  Mono  L.  2-3  Dec  was  a first  for  Mono 


OLD,  JuH).  Two  tardy  Elegant 
Terns  v/ere  reported:  one  at 
Moss  Beach,  San  Mateo  16  Dec 
(RSTh)  and  one  at  Pt.  Pinos, 

Monterey  28  Dec  (TEa,  Tanner 
Easterla).  A Thick-billed 
Murre  flew  by  Pt.  Pinos,  Mon- 
terey 11  Dec  (tBLS).  Ancient 
Murrelets  were  reported  in  bet- 
ter-than-average  numbers. 

High  counts  included  good 
numbers  in  Monterey,  with  169 
estimated  during  an  offshore 
aerial  survey  from  Pt.  Pinos  to 
Garrapata  (JND  et  al.)  and  116 
around  the  Monterey  Pen.  28 
Dec  (fide  DR).  Elsewhere,  150 
at  Ft.  Ross,  Sonoma  3 Jan  (KrO,  RSTh),  41  at 
Venice  S.B.,  San  Mateo  7 Dec  (RSTh),  and  48 
at  Moss  Beach,  San  Mateo  7 Dec  (RSTh)  rep- 
resented robust  numbers  for  those  counties. 
Rhinoceros  Auklets  staged  major  flights  past 
Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey,  with  1250  on  2 Jan  (BLS), 
7785  in  three  hours  4 Jan  (BLS),  and  8000+ 

10  Jan  (BLS,  RyT  et  al).  Horned  Puffins  were 
off  Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  23  Dec  (Liga 
Auzins,  Tom  Wurster),  4 Jan  (ph.  BLS),  and 

11  Feb  (RyT,  ph.  S.  N.  G.  Howell,  ShJ).  It  is 
unknown  if  these  observations  involve  the 
same  or  different  birds,  but  an  influx  of  this 
species  into  the  Region  became  apparent  just 
after  the  end  of  the  period,  indicating  that 
these  reports  likely  involved  multiple  birds. 

D0¥ES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A White-winged  Dove  was  near  the  Carmel  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  1 Dec  (MtB,  RyT).  A Barn 
Owl  along  the  n.  shore  of  Mono  L.,  Mono  12 
Dec  was  a rare  find  for  the  Mono  Basin  (KNN, 
JuH).  For  a 2nd  consecutive  winter,  a Snowy 
Owl  graced  Solano,  this  after  a nearly  30-year 
absence  from  California.  First  found  by  fisher- 
men 30  Dec  and  confirmed  on  1 Jan  QCS), 
many  were  able  to  enjoy  the  bird  via  organized 
“pelagic”  trips  conducted  by  Dan  Thiemann 
through  22  Feb  (Charles  & Dave  Strickland, 
m.ob.).  A Spotted  Owl  at  Boggs  L,  Lake  16-19 
Dec  was  a first  for  the  Clear  Lake  C.B.C. 
(DvW).  Six  Long-eared  Owls  sw.  of  Madera  22 
Jan-28  Feb  provided  a rare  Madera  record 
(GaW).  Thirty-three  Short-eared  Owls  at 
Grizzly  I.,  Solano  18  Dec  provided  a new  high 
count  for  the  Benicia  C.B.C.  and  an  impressive 
tally  for  this  declining  species  (TFi).  Among 
numerous  Short-eareds  at  unusual  locations 
was  one  at  the  Presidio  2 Dec,  one  of  few  ever 
found  in  S.F.  (ASH,  HuC).  Very  rare  on  the 
C.V.  floor,  though  probably  overlooked, 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  at  Orangevale 
Park,  Sacramento  31  Dec  (Mark  Martucci  et 
al.),  Fair  Oaks,  Sacramento  24  Feb+  (DJo),  and 


Ryer  I.,  Solano  16  Feb+  (2  birds  by  28  Feb;  ph. 
RLCL,  Raye  Hanson,  m.ob.).  A Costa’s  Hum- 
mingbird attempted  to  winter  at  a feeder  at 
Hammil  Valley,  Mono  1 Dec-13  Jan  (Andy 
Zdon)  but  apparently  succumbed  during  the 
extreme  cold  of  mid-Jan.  Other  Costa’s  includ- 
ed 2 at  Redding,  Shasta  through  at  least  28  Feb 
(Mike  Damoth)  and  a male  at  Rancho  Cordo- 
va, Sacramento  17  Feb-9  Mar  (Paul  Buchanan, 
m.ob.).  An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at  Hammil 
Valley  17  Dec  was  the  latest  ever  found  in 
Mono  (Andy  Zdon). 

Lake’s  2nd  Williamson’s  Sapsucker,  an 
imm.  male,  was  near  Boggs  Mt.  7 Dec 
(BJMcI).  Seven  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  in- 
cluded one  near  Marysville,  Yuba  21  Dec 
(tjimm  Edgar,  Kent  Pickett)  and  L.  Tulloch, 
Calaveras  28  Jan  (Penny  & David  Kiehl); 
each  was  thought  to  be  a county  first.  Nine 
Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were  at  widely  spaced 
locations  throughout  the  period.  A Pileated 
Woodpecker  28  Dec  at  Henry  Coe  S.E,  Santa 
Clara  was  one  of  few  ever  found  in  the  Diablo 
Range  QY,  AL).  A Hammond’s  Flycatcher 
along  Adobe  Rd.,  Sonoma  23  Nov  (RS)  may 
have  been  a lingering  migrant,  but  another  at 
Pacifica  24-28  Dec  provided  just  the  2nd  win- 
ter record  for  San  Mateo  (ph.  JM).  Most  re- 
markable was  the  discovery  of  a Dusky  Fly- 
catcher 4 Feb  at  U.C.  Davis,  Yolo,  possibly 
providing  the  first  winter  record  for  the  Re- 
gion (ph.  JCS,  TEa).  Five  Eastern  Phoebes 
were  reported,  including  no  fewer  than  3 in 
Monterey  17  Dec-24  Feb,  one  near  Winters, 
Yolo  17  Dec-3  Jan  (Brent  Campos),  and  an- 
other sw.  of  Madera,  Madera  15-20  Jan  (ph. 
GaW,  m.ob.).  Say’s  Phoebes  are  essentially  ab- 
sent in  winter  from  far  n.  California,  so  the 
presence  of  25+  around  Fall  River  Mills,  Shas- 
ta 20  Feb  is  a superb  demonstration  of  just 
how  early  this  species  migrates  (B&CY).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  banded  at  C.C.FS., 
Santa  Clara  21  Feb  must  have  wintered  some- 
where nearby  (Roy  Churchwell). 
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SHRIKES  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

Just  2 Northern  Shrikes  were  noted  away 
from  typical  n.  coast  and  Great  Basin  haunts: 
one  ne.  of  Fairheld,  Solano  30  Nov-26  Feb 
(Brent  Campos,  m.ob.)  and  another  at  Willow 
Hill  Res.  near  Folsom,  Sacramento  31  Dec 
(tCraig  Swolgaard,  Ginny  Huss).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  along  the  Guadalupe  R.  7 
Dec  provided  Santa  Clara’s  5th  record  and 
continues  a pattern  of  late-fall  occurrences  in 
the  Region  (tJPa).  Five  Cassin’s  Vireos  were 
all  coastal  except  for  one  near  Winters,  Yolo 
17  Dec  (DES,  Roger  Willmouth).  A Yellow- 
billed Magpie  described  from  Potter  Valley  12 
Feb  was  just  the  2nd  ever  found  in  Mendocino 
(fide  Jim  Armstrong,  GEC).  Eour  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  at  the  San 
Jose-Santa  Clara  WT.R,  Santa  Clara  17  Dec 
may  have  been  late  migrants,  but  until  recent 
years  even  a Dec  record  was  virtually  unheard 
of  (WGB,  Jim  Thomas).  At  least  66  Barn  Swal- 
lows were  tallied  in  Dec-Jan,  fewer  than 
in  recent  years  but  far  more  than  would 
have  been  dreamt  of  a decade  ago. 

A Black-capped  Chickadee  17  Eeb  at 
the  Mattole  R.  mouth,  Humboldt  provid- 
ed the  southernmost  documented  record 
of  this  species  for  California  (ph.  tJTz). 

A Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  at 
Carmichael,  Sacramento  2-3  Eeb  fur- 
nished just  the  3rd  county  record  (EP, 

CCo,  KLL).  Though  a modest  irruption 
of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  was  noted 
in  Santa  Clara,  we  received  no  reports  of 
unusual  numbers  anywhere  else  in  the 
Region.  Out-of-place  Mountain  Blue- 
birds included  a male  at  upper  Elkhorn 
Slough,  Monterey  2-4  Dec  (RE  et  ah), 
one  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  6 Dec  (Dean 
Manley),  and  2 males  at  Las  Gallinas  WT.R, 
Marin  7-10  Jan  (Jim  White,  Nick  Whelan). 
Varied  Thrushes  were  oft  mentioned  this  win- 
ter. At  least  10  different  C.B.C.s  from  all  over 
the  Region  reported  record-high  numbers  for 
this  species.  The  Region’s  6 Sage  Thrashers  in- 
cluded 2 near  Merced  Tails  in  Mariposa  28 
Eeb  (ADeM)  and  singles  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  17  Dec  (SRv),  Deer  Cr.  near  Stoil 
Ponds,  Tulare  5 Jan  (SDS),  Payen  Rd.  in  e. 
Sacramento  12-13  Eeb  (Erank  Gray,  Stefan 
Schlick),  and  Elood  Rd.  in  e.  San  Joaquin  10 
Eeb  (ph.  Bob  Stahmer).  Our  only  Brown 
Thrasher  was  a heard-only  bird  singing  at 
C.R.P.,  Sacramento  2-5  Jan  (AEn,  Irene  En- 
gilis,  tJTr). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

It  was  a good  season  for  warbler  diversity  (20 
species).  Numbers  were  also  generally  high, 
with  5 Tennessees,  27  Nashvilles,  13  Yellows, 
1 1 Hermits  (10  in  San  Mateo),  a whopping  41 


Palms,  11  Black-and-whites,  3 American  Red- 
starts, and  6 Wilson’s.  All  these  were  coastal  or 
S.E  Bay  birds  except  one  Wilson’s  Warbler  at 
C.R.P.,  Sacramento  4 Eeb  QTr)-  A Black-throat- 
ed Gray  Warbler  at  the  very  n.  edge  of  the 
Central  Valley  was  the  hrst  ever  recorded  on 
the  Redding  C.B.C.,  Shasta  30  Dec  (BY,  BED). 
The  Blue-winged  Warbler  hrst  found  in  Oct  at 
the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey  (MtB)  stayed 
well  into  winter  and  was  banded  21  Dec 
(B.S.O.L.),  subsequently  photographed  show- 
ing off  its  new  jewelry  (ph.  RyT),  and  last  seen 
9 Jan  (CHz).  A male  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
bler was  seen  in  a yard  in  Moss  Beach,  San  Ma- 
teo 10  Dec  (J.  R.  Blair). 

A Worm-eating  Warbler  was  seen  on  the 
Big  Sur  coast,  Monterey  18  Dec  (tjessica  Grif- 
hths).  This  record,  if  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.,  would  be  our  Region’s  8th  winter 
record.  An  Ovenbird  apparently  returned  for 
the  2nd  winter  to  a site  along  Putah  Cr.  on  the 


Solano/Yblo  border  8 Jan-26  Eeb  (TJe,  ESc, 
m.ob.).  At  least  2,  and  possibly  3,  Northern 
Waterthrushes  spent  the  winter  (18  Dec-16 
Eeb)  in  nearly  adjacent  locations  in  the 
Charleston  Rd./Stevens  Creek  area  of  Moun- 
tain View,  Santa  Clara  (MMR,  m.ob.).  One 
Northern  Waterthrush  was  at  Areata  Marsh  in 
Humboldt  16  Dec-14  Jan  QTz,  EE,  Jay  Seegar, 
Jherime  Kellerman,  MtB),  and  another  was  in 
G.G.P.,  S.E  25  Dec-28  Jan  (BEi,  JsC,  m.ob.). 
The  only  Oporonis  this  winter  was  an  uniden- 
tihed  bird  seen  in  Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  18  Dec 
(RS).  A Hooded  Warbler  was  at  Cascade 
Ranch  (San  Mateo's  2nd  winter  record)  from 
30  Dec  until  it  was  found  dead  21  Jan  follow- 
ing a record  cold  period  (ErT,  ph.  Kirk  Swen- 
son, m.ob.). 

Both  of  this  season’s  Summer  Tanagers 
were  found  in  urban  locations,  one  in  Eureka, 
Humboldt  27  Dec-2  Jan  (Kay  Rocco,  fide  RHw, 
GSL)  and  one  in  S.E  21  Jan  (Cullen  Hanks). 
Western  Tanagers  were  found  in  unusually 
high  numbers  (at  least  33).  Santa  Clara  led  all 


counties  with  a remarkable  total  of  at  least  8, 
possibly  11  individuals.  Two  Western  Tan- 
agers found  on  the  Peace  Valley  C.B.C.  19  Dec 
in  Sutter  were  the  first  for  that  count  (AEn, 
ADeM,  fide  BED). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

American  Tree  Sparrows  found  last  fall  con- 
tinued at  Eall  R./McArthur,  Shasta  2-11  Jan 
(Ken  Able,  Randy  van  Orden,  BY,  BED)  and 
Yolo  Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  30  Dec-21  Jan  (TCo, 
Roger  Adamson);  singles  were  also  found  at 
Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  13  Dec+  (KI, 
m.ob.)  and  Tomales  Bay,  Marin  3 Dec  (ph. 
CCo,  DWN,  Bob  Battagin).  Shasta  had  its  first 
winter  record  for  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Eall 
R./McArthur  2 Jan  (Ken  Able).  A Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow  first  found  in  Nov  in  Eureka, 
Humboldt  continued  through  18  Dec  (TWL, 
PAH,  Lew  & Judy  Norton),  and  another  Hum- 
boldt Clay-colored  was  found  31  Dec  at  Port 
Kenyon  (Rebecca  Green).  Tulare  hosted 
its  2nd  or  3rd  Clay-colored  Sparrow  11- 
13  Eeb  at  Bartlett  C.P  (KiK,  SDS,  ph. 
Tony  Kurz).  A Clay-colored,  the  2nd  for 
Stanislaus,  was  at  the  w.  end  of  Beckwith 
Rd.  13  Jan+  (ERC,  m.ob.),  and  another 
was  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San  Mateo  23-30 
Dec  (RSTh). 

Coastal  Vesper  Sparrows  included  2 at 
Ano  Nuevo  State  Reserve,  San  Mateo  30 
Dec-6  Jan  (RSTh,  GrH)  and  another  at 
Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  2 Dec  (RbE). 
A female  Lark  Bunting  at  Byron  Hot 
Springs  11-26  Eeb  provided  Contra  Cos- 
ta with  its  2nd  record  (Mark  Miller, 
m.ob.).  As  is  frequently  the  case,  the 
Sierra  foothills  hosted  wintering  Lark 
Buntings:  one  on  Crabtree  Rd.  in  e.  Stanislaus 
from  22-29  Jan  (DVP,  MtB,  m.ob.)  and  anoth- 
er on  White  Rock  Rd.  in  e.  Merced  24  Eeb  (ph. 
SAG).  Eour  Grasshopper  Sparrows — a species 
probably  regular  in  our  Region  in  winter,  but 
rarely  detected — were  found  on  Coyote 
Ridge,  Santa  Clara  30  Dec  (ph.  SCR).  Our 
only  Nelson’s  Sharp- tailed  Sparrow  report  was 
from  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  1 Jan  (KiK). 
All  but  2 of  our  24  Swamp  Sparrows  were  on 
the  coast  or  S.E  Bay.  The  two  inland  records 
included  Nevada’s  first  at  Spenceville  WA.  4- 
12  Feb  (BDW,  m.ob.)  and  a bird  found  during 
the  Lost  L./Eresno  C.B.C. , Fresno  27-29  Dec 
QSy,  Bruce  Williford,  m.ob.).  Eighty  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  reported  from  16  dif- 
ferent counties.  San  Mateo  had  2 Harris’s  Spar- 
rows, one  continuing  from  late  Nov  at  Coyote 
Pt.  2 Dec  (CLo),  and  another  at  the  Gazos  Cr. 
mouth  10  Dec  (G.  J.  Strachan).  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows visited  two  backyards  in  Humboldt- 
McKinleyville  1 Dec  (KGR,  Mark  Morrissette, 
Ed  DeBellevue)  and  Areata  19  Jan-25  Eeb 


This  second-cyde  Slaty-backed  Gull  at  Point  Pinos,  Monterey  County,  California 
5 February  2007  was  a first  for  the  county.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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(ScC,  KBu) — plus  another  backyard  in 
Dixon,  Solano  17  Dec-20  Jan  (Gordon  Mur- 
phy). Both  McCown’s  (3-5)  and  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  found  on  County  Line  Rd., 
Yolo  7 Jan-4  Feb  (TEa,  SCH,  MP).  Laplands 
were  also  at  V Street  Loop,  Humboldt  1-24  Dec 
(Adam  Brown),  Mono  L.,  Mono  12-30  Dec 
(KNN,  JuH),  Rat  Farm  Rd.,  Shasta  1 Feb  (Ken 
Able),  Goose  L.,  Modoc  23  Feb  (SCR),  and 
Rds.  16  and  90B,  Yolo  1 Jan  QCS).  Both  Chest- 
nut-collared  and  Lapland  Longspurs  were  to- 
gether in  two  locations  in  Humboldt:  Eel  R. 
mouth  3 Dec  (KMS,  Karly  Moore)  and  Bear  R. 
Ridge  2 Feb  (EE).  Only  the  Eel  R.  flock  was 
sizable,  containing  80+  Laplands.  A single 
Chestnut-collared  was  at  Goose  L.,  Modoc  24 
Feb  (SCR).  Two  Snow  Buntings  were  at  the  n. 
jetty  in  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  3 Dec  (Ben 
Zyla,  ScC,  ph.  DCo),  and  another  Humboldt 
Snow  Bunting  was  present  15-21  Jan  at  Mad 
River  C.P.  Qherime  Kellermann,  ScC,  ph. 
DCo,  tRbF,  IvS,  tJTz). 

The  only  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  reported 
this  winter  was  visiting  a feeder  in  Moss 
Beach,  San  Mateo  from  21-24  Feb  (Mart 
Devine).  Over  the  past  10  years  we  have  aver- 
aged about  six  reports  each  winter  with  never 
fewer  than  three.  Usually,  Rose-breasteds  out- 
number Black-headed  Grosbeaks  in  winter, 
but  not  this  year.  Black-headeds  were  at 
H.R.S.,  Alameda  16  Feb  (RJR)  and  Coyote  Val- 
ley, Santa  Clara  30  Dec  (Bonnie  Bedford- 
White  et  al).  A Blue  Grosbeak  photographed 
during  the  Rio  Cosumnes  C.B.C.  at  Merritt  I., 
Yolo  2 Jan  (SCH,  ph.  Roger  Adamson)  marked 
a rare  winter  appearance  for  this  species. 
Sacramento’s  first  Common  Crackle  was  near 
Galt  16-18  Jan  (Sue  Yee,  ph.  DGY,  ph.  tEP, 
JSL).  Interestingly,  another  Sacramento  Com- 
mon Crackle  was  reported  on  Sherman  1.  11 
Feb  (tBob  Power),  a mere  43  km  (as  the 
grackle  flies)  e.  of  the  original  find.  An  Or- 
chard Oriole  was  at  Ft.  Mason  Community 
Garden,  S.F.  25  Dec-17  Jan  (D.  Armstrong, 
CLo),  and  another  visited  feeders  for  a 2nd 
winter  in  Manteca,  San  Joaquin  10  Jan-19  Feb 
(ph.  Tiny  Gehrke).  A Hooded  Oriole  was 
present  1-3  Dec  in  Oroville,  Butte  (Jay  Bogiat- 
to,  fide  Shelly  Kim,  BED,  m.ob.).  Another 
Hooded  Oriole  visited  a feeder  in  Menlo  Park, 
San  Mateo  3 jan  (PKB).  Bullock’s  Orioles  were 
at  C.R.E,  Sacramento  2-4  Jan  (AEn,  Irene  En- 
gilis,  WEH,  JTr),  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo 
14-21  Jan  (AJ),  and  McKinleyville,  Humboldt 
22  Jan  (John  Zirpoli).  The  closest  we  came  to 
a Baltimore  Oriole  was  an  apparent  Baltimore 
Oriole  x Bullock’s  Oriole  hybrid  in  Eureka, 
Humboldt  25  Jan-2  Feb  (Heather  Brown, 
SMcA).  An  ad.  male.  Scott’s  Oriole  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  S.F.  13-19  Jan  was  an  excellent  find 
(ASH,  CLo,  PJM,  ph.  m.ob.). 


This  Snewy  Owl  at  Grizzly  Bay  29  December  2006  through  at 
least  22  February  2007  (here  22  January)  was  the  second  to 
be  found  in  California  in  the  past  t¥«  years.  Though  each 
was  feiJnd  in  Solano  County,  they  were  apparently  different 
individuals.  Photograph  by  Larry  Samone. 

Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  put  in  a good 
showing,  with  flocks  noted  in  Clearlake,  Lake 
20  Feb  ORW),  n.  of  Molera  S.R  21  Dec  (SRv), 
and  e.  of  Gonzales  1 Jan  (TAm)  in  Monterey, 
and  at  three  different  locations  in  Santa  Clara: 
Isabel  Valley  2 Jan  (MMR,  MJM),  San  Antonio 
Valley  2 Jan  (WGB),  and  Monte  Bello  Open 
Space  Preserve  2 Jan+  (GrH).  Evening  Gros- 
beaks were  present  in  numbers  exceeding  100 
near  Oakdale,  Madera  7 Feb  (GaW).  Our  only 
other  Evening  Grosbeak  report  was  of  a 
heard-only  bird  at  the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Mon- 
terey 17  Dec  (SRv,  RyT). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Tim  Amaral,  Alan  Baldridge 
(AB),  Alan  D.  Barron  (ADB)  (Del  Norte), 
Edward  C.  Beedy,  Murray  Berner  (Napa), 
William  G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara),  Pene- 
lope K.  Bowen,  Matthew  Brady,  Ken  Burton, 
Eric  R.  Caine,  Scott  Carey,  Rita  Carratello, 
Joe  Ceriani,  George  E.  Chaniot,  Josiah 
Clark,  Terry  Colborn,  Daryl  Coldren,  Luke 
W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard  (CCo) 
(Sacramento  and  Yolo),  Chris  Corben, 
(CCb)  Hugh  Cotter,  Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera), 
Gary  Deghi,  Al  DeMartini,  Bruce  E.  Deuel 
(n.  C.V.  counties),  Matthew  Dodder,  Jon  L. 
Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (San 
Francisco),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  Andrew  Engilis,  Bri- 
an Fitch,  Tim  Fitzer,  Rick  Fournier  (RF), 
Rob  Fowler  (RbF),  James  H.  Gain  (Stanis- 
laus), Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra  Costa),  He- 
len Green,  George  Griffeth,  Tanya  M.  Haff, 


Steve  C.  Hampton,  W.  Edward  Harper, 
Chris  Hartzell,  Garth  Harwood,  Floyd 
Hayes,  Lynn  Hemink  (LyH),  Laird  Henkel 
(LHe),  Pablo  A.  Herrera,  Rob  Hewitt,  Justin 
Hite,  Alan  S.  Hopkins,  Debbie  House,  Lisa 
Hug,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Irwin, 
Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Tim  Jenkins,  David  John- 
son, Oscar  Johnson,  Shearwater  Journeys, 
Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Jon  King, 
Kim  Kuska,  Kimya  Lambert,  Amy  Lauter- 
bach,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Tom  W. 
Leskiw,  Gary  S.  Lester,  Ron  Le Valley,  Cindy 
Lieurance  (CLu),  Leslie  Lieurance,  Jim  Lo- 
max, Calvin  Lou  (CLo),  John  S.  Luther, 
Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Timothy  D.  Manolis, 
Matthew  A.  Matthiessen,  Sean  McAllister,  J. 
Mac  McCormick  (Plumas  and  Sierra), 
BryanJ.  McIntosh,  Peter  j.  Metropulos  (San 
Mateo),  Joe  Morlan,  David  W.  Nelson, 
Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono),  Chet  Ogan, 
Frances  Oliver,  Kris  Olson,  Ed  Pandoifino 
(Placer),  Janna  Pauser,  Michael  Perrone, 
Jude  C.  Power  (Humboldt),  David  E.  Quady, 
John  Ranlett,  David  C.  Rice,  Robert  j.  Rich- 
mond (Alameda),  Don  Roberson  (Mon- 
terey), Michael  M.  Rogers,  Kerry  G.  Ross, 
Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Steve  Rovell,  James 
Rowoth,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Ivan 
Samuels,  Fran  Scarlett,  Donald  E.  Schmoldt, 
Jeff  Seay,  Doug  Shaw,  Keith  M.  Slauson,  Jim 
H.  Snowden,  John  Sorensen,  Rich  Stallcup, 
John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  and  Calav- 
eras), Tim  Steurer  (Amador  and  El  Dorado), 
David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz),  Brian  L. 
Sullivan,  Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare),  Ryan 
Terrill  (Marin),  Ronald  S.  Thorn,  James  Ti- 
etz  (Humboldt  and  EL),  Francis  Toldi,  John 
Trochet,  Steve  Umland  (Tuolumne),  Kent 
Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San  Benito),  David 
Vander  Pluym  (Mariposa),  Jerry  R.  White 
(Lake),  Brian  D.  C.  Williams  (Nevada),  Ken 
Wilson,  Gary  Woods,  Dave  Woodward, 
David  G.  Yee,  James  Yurchenko,  Bob  & Car- 
ol Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more  observers  are 
not  specifically  cited;  all  are  appreciated.  © 
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5530  Delrose  Court,  Carmichael,  California  95608 
(erpfromca@aoi.com) 

Scstt  B.  Terrill  (Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 
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3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 

San  Jose,  California  95118 
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Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 

Steven  A.  Glover  (Doves  to  Wrentit) 
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Record-low  rainfall  amounts  occurred 
this  winter  through  most  of  the  Re- 
gion. Los  Angeles,  for  example,  re- 
ceived just  under  6.3  cm  of  rain  from  July 
through  March  (normal  rainfall  would  be 
about  35  cm  for  that  period).  As  always, 
drought  impacts  have  a lag  time,  likely  to  be 
seen  in  the  patterns  of  concentration  of  spring 
migrants  and  in  winter  survival  and  breeding 
success  in  resident  birds,  breeding  patterns  of 
summer  visitors,  and  over  the  longer  term  the 
impacts  of  what  will  likely  be  a greatly  re- 
duced annual  seed  crop  next  fall  and  winter. 
The  late  fall  and  winter  saw  moderate  flights 
of  some  of  our  irruptive  passerines  (Mountain 
Chickadee,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet,  Varied  Thrush)  and  exceptional 
numbers  of  Mountain  Bluebirds  on  the 
coastal  slope;  other  species  (e.g..  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatch,  Red  Crossbill,  and  Pine  Siskin) 
were  virtually  absent  in  the  lowlands. 

Spectacular  concentrations  of  gulls  at  the 
Salton  Sea  were  responding  to  an  abundance 


This  basic-plumaged  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Senator  Wash  Dam  adjacent  the 
Colorado  River  14  December  2006  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  Imperial 
County,  California.  Photograph  by  Henry  Detwiler. 

of  small  tilapia  fish,  and  even  with  huge  fish 
die-offs  late  in  the  winter,  the  numbers  of  live 
tilapia  remained  high  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

The  gull  flocks  were  dominated  (in  descend- 
ing order)  by  California,  Ring-billed,  and  Her- 
ring Gulls,  but  included  an  impressive  nine 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls.  Most  of  the  im- 
portant rarities  during  the  period  were  birds 
remaining  from  the  fall;  the  most  notable  bird 
found  during  the  period  was  a Black-headed 
Gull  at  the  Salton  Sea. 

Abbreviations:  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Riverside);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Imperial);  VA.EB.  (Vandenberg  A.EB.,  nw. 
Santa  Barbara).  Museum  collections  abbreviat- 
ed in  the  text  are;  LACM  (Natural  History  Mu- 
seum of  Los  Angeles  County)  and  SDNHM 
(San  Diego  Natural  History  Museum).  Because 
most  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by  multi- 
ple observers,  only  the  ob- 
server(s)  initially  finding 
and/or  identifying  the  bird 
are  included.  Documenta- 
tion for  species  on  the  Cali- 
fornia Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee (C.B.R.C.)  review  list 
is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C. 

Secretary  and  archived  at 
the  Western  Foundation  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  in 
Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  HERONS 

Two  blue-morph  Ross’s 
Geese  were  at  S.E.S.S. 
through  the  winter 
(GMcC);  one  or  2 have 
been  found  here  each  win- 
ter in  recent  years.  Amongst  the  wintering 
Canada  Geese  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  was  an 
apparent  paiyipes  5 Jan-f  Feb  and  2 possible 
maxima  11  Jan-8  Feb  (RAE);  little  is  known 
about  the  status  of  either  subspecies  in  S.  Cal- 
ifornia. A Brant  showing  charac- 
teristics of  the  “gray-bellied”  form 
was  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  2-14  Eeb 
(MJB,  MSa).  A Tundra  Swan  on  L. 
O’Neill  near  Oceanside,  San  Diego 
12-17  Dec  (PAG),  5 at  Borrego 
Springs,  San  Diego  22  Dec  (PJ), 
and  9 near  Blythe,  Riverside  20 
Jan  (RH)  were  the  southernmost 
this  winter.  Numbers  of  Blue- 
winged Teal  wintering  in  this  Re- 
gion continue  to  increase,  as  indi- 
cated by  over  50  on  Morro  Bay, 
San  Luis  Obispo  through  the  peri- 
od (TME),  298  in  coastal  Orange 
31  Dec  (DRW),  and  24  at  N.E.S.S. 
9 Dec  (RMcK).  A Eurasian  Teal  was  near  El 
Monte,  Los  Angeles  27  Jan-10  Mar  QSF).  A 
male  Tufted  Duck,  unreported  in  S.  California 
in  recent  years,  was  at  the  Kern  N.W.R.,  Kern 
19  Jan  (TK).  White-winged  (13  reported  s.  of 
Sun  Luis  Obispo)  and  Black  (16  reported) 


Scoters,  along  with  Long-tailed  Ducks  (3  re- 
ported), continue  to  be  scarce  along  the  coast. 
Two  White-winged  Scoters  at  N.E.S.S.  2 Jan-5 
Mar  (AD,  CMcG)  and  another  near  Westmor- 
land, Imperial  10-18  Mar  (MTH,  HD)  were  in- 
land, where  rare.  The  Surf  Scoter  found  in- 
land at  Parker  Dam,  San  Bernardino  12  Nov 
remained  through  13  Eeb  (MP),  and  the  2 
found  at  S.E.S.S.  28  Oct  remained  through  19 
Dec  (GMcC);  2 at  N.E.S.S.  13  Jan-18  Feb 
(RMcK,  CMcG)  were  also  wintering  locally, 
but  one  near  Seeley,  Imperial  7 Feb  (GMcC) 
appeared  to  be  an  early  spring  migrant.  Single 
Long-tailed  Ducks  on  Pleasant  Valley  Res. 


The  numbers  of  Brown  Boobies  found  along  the  southern  California  coast  are  increas- 
ing. This  adult  female  was  about  eight  kilometers  off  Dana  Point,  Orange  County  20 
January  2007.  Photograph  by  John  Aviso. 


near  Bishop,  Inyo  3-7  Dec  OLD),  on  Tinema- 
ha  Res.  near  Big  Pine,  Inyo  19  Dec  (T&JH), 
on  the  Colorado  R.  at  Parker  Dam  16  Dec-13 
Feb  (MP),  and  below  Imperial  Dam,  Imperial 
9 Mar  (DVB)  were  inland,  where  rare.  Up  to 
12  Hooded  Mergansers  near  Seeley  1 Dec-9 
Mar  (GMcC)  was  a large  number  for  this  area. 

A Red-throated  Loon  near  Westmorland  4 
Feb  (HD)  was  inland,  where  most  unusual.  A 
Pacific  Loon  inland  on  Tinemaha  Res.  2 Dec 
O&DP)  was  considered  a late  fall  migrant.  A 
Common  Loon  on  L.  Ming  near  Bakersfield, 
Kem  1-5  Jan  (MMcQ)  was  in  an  area  where 
considered  rare,  but  another  on  L.  Perris, 
Riverside  19  Nov-9  Jan  (HBK)  was  on  deep 
fresh  water,  where  expected.  Single  Red- 
necked Grebes  on  Morro  Bay  1-28  Dec 
(TME),  near  Avila,  San  Luis  Obispo  4 Dec 
(BKS),  and  at  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  24 
Dec-26  Feb  (WTF)  were  along  the  coast, 
where  rare;  one  photographed  inland  at  Sena- 
tor Wash  Dam  14  Dec  (HD)  was  the  first  to  be 
recorded  in  Imperial.  An  imm.  Short-tailed  Al- 
batross was  photographed  from  a research 
vessel  224  km  sw.  of  San  Nicolas  1.  16  Jan 
(LSh).  A dead  Buller’s  Shearwater  recovered 
in  Coronado,  San  Diego  16  Dec  (PU; 
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A few  Zone-tailed  Hawks  spend  each  winter  in  the  coastal  lowlands  of  southern 
California,  with  some  returning  to  the  same  area  year  after  year.  This  one,  pho- 
tographed on  24  January  2007,  has  been  returning  to  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara 
County  each  winter  since  the  winter  of  1993-1994.  Photograph  by  Tony  Galvin. 


*SDNHM)  provides  one  of  a very  few  verified 
records  for  S.  California  in  winter.  The  last  of 
the  Blue-footed  Boobies  at  S.E.S.S.  remained 
there  through  19  Dec  (RST).  An  ad.  Brown 
Booby  was  off  Dana  Pt.,  Orange  20  Jan  QEP). 

The  Tricolored  Heron  found  at  the  San 
Diego  R.  mouth  1 Aug  remained  through  4 
Apr  (GMcC),  and  the  one  found  at  the  Tijua- 
na R.  mouth  8 Oct  was  still  present  25  Mar 
(RTP);  inland,  an  ad.  was  at  S.E.S.S.  25  Dec 
(ES),  and  an  imm.  was  near  Seeley  10  Feb-4 
Mar  (GMcC,  HD).  At  least  8 Reddish  Egrets 
were  present  in  San  Diego  and  Orange,  where 
now  rare  but  expected  in  fall  and  winter.  The 
2 Yellow-crovraed  Night-Herons  found  in  Im- 
perial Beach,  San  Diego  in  2005  were  still 
present  at  the  end  of  the  period  (GMcC).  Two 
Roseate  Spoonbills  seen  at  widely  scattered 
locations  at  S.E.S.S.  and  the  Imperial  Valley  1 
Jan-i-  (PJ,  GMcC)  were  believed  to  be  2 of  the 
5 present  21  Oct-22  Nov  2006. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  MURRELETS 

A Harris’s  Hawk  near  Aguanga,  Riverside/San 
Diego  20  Sep-14  Feb  QW)  was  believed  to  be 
wild.  A Swainson’s  Hawk  near  Imperial,  Impe- 
rial 9 Dec  (MJB)  was  probably  a late  fall  strag- 
gler; one  at  In-koh-pah,  San  Diego/Imperial  20 
Dec  (MBr)  and  another  over  South  Pasadena, 
Los  Angeles  15  Jan  (SM)  were  in  areas  unsuit- 
able for  wintering  so  were  presumed  to  be 
moving;  one  at  Point  Mugu,  Ventura  31  Dec 
(TMcG)  was  probably  wintering  locally,  and 
another  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  5-30  Jan 
(KZK)  was  clearly  wintering  locally,  while  2 


at  Borrego  Springs  2 Feb  (PJ)  were 
early  spring  migrants.  At  least  5 
Zone-tailed  Hawks  were  reported 
along  the  coast,  including  single 
birds  in  Goleta  5 Oct-23  Feb 
(EE),  Ojai,  Ventura  7 Jan-17  Mar 
QGr),  and  3 in  Son  Diego;  inland, 
one  was  at  the  San  Jacinto 
Wildlife  Area,  Riverside  30 
Nov-10  Dec  (HBK)  and  one  in 
Brawley,  Imperial  1 Feb  (MSa). 
Small  numbers  of  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  present  in  the  n.  part 
of  the  Region,  as  indicated  by  at 
least  6 in  Inyo  and  4 in  San  Luis 
Obispo,  including  one  on  the 
coast  at  Morro  Bay  10  Dec  (MLS); 
the  one  found  near  Seeley  28  Oct 
remained  through  14  Feb  (DRW). 
The  Crested  Caracara  found  near 
Imperial  Beach  9 Sep  was  still 
present  22  Mar  (RTP);  reports  of 
an  imm.  at  Hansen  Dam  in  Los 
Angeles  29  Jan-1  Feb  QHar)  and 
Goleta  2-3  Feb  OTT^ri)  are  be- 
lieved to  involve  the  same  bird. 

Wintering  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  included 
one  near  Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara  8 Dec-15 
Jan  (WTF),  3 at  Seal  Beach,  Orange  in  Dec 
(RS),  one  on  San  Diego  Bay  6 Dec  (MJB),  and 
up  to  3 at  the  Tijuana  R.  mouth  through  the 
period  (RTP).  The  Piping  Plover  found  at 
S.E.S.S.  7 Aug  remained  through  19  Dec 
(RST).  Intensive  survey  efforts  of  agricultural 
fields  in  the  Imperial  Valley  20-21  Jan  yielded 


an  impressive  total  of  over  4700  Mountain 
Plovers  (KCM);  9 at  VA.EB.  17  Dec  (AA) 


were  the  only  ones  found  along  the  coast.  The 
American  Oystercatcher  found  on  Point 
Loma  26  Aug  remained  through  26  Dec 
(PEL),  then  moved  northward  to  La  Jolla  28 
Dec-6  Mar  (TM). 

Single  Solitary  Sandpipers  in  Carpinteria, 
Santa  Barbara  18  Dec  (DW)  and  near  Seeley  3 
Oct-9  Jan  (GMcC),  with  2 present  at  the  lat- 
ter locality  8-13  Dec  (MSanM),  were  evident- 
ly attempting  to  winter  locally.  Over  12,000 
Long-billed  Curlews  were  counted  in  the  Im- 
perial Valley  agricultural  fields  20-21  Jan 
(KCM).  Twenty-five  Ruddy  Turnstones  at 
S.E.S.S.  through  the  period  (GMcC)  was  a 
large  number  to  be  wintering  inland.  The 
Rock  Sandpiper  found  at  Marina  del  Rey  22 
Nov  remained  through  24  Apr  (MBy).  A 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  at  S.E.S.S.  8 Dec 
(CAM)  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for  this 
species  at  the  Salton  Sea  in  winter.  A Red 
Phalarope  near  Ridgecrest  17  Dec  (BSt)  was 
inland,  where  rare. 

An  abundance  of  fish  (small  tilapia)  at  the 
Salton  Sea  attracted  a large  number  and  vari- 
ety of  gulls,  as  indicated  by  a count  of  160,000 
total  gulls  during  a survey  of  the  entire  shore- 
line on  5-6  Feb  (KCM);  California  Gulls,  in 
particular,  were  exceptionally  abundant,  and 
at  least  10  Thayer’s,  20  Yellow-footed,  10 
Western,  and  25  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were 
seen  in  Jan-Feb.  Single  Laughing  Gulls  at 
Oceanside  3 Feb  (KW)  and  at  the  San  Diego  R. 
mouth  30  Dec  (DT)  and  21  Feb  (CMcG)  were 
on  the  coast,  where  rare,  and  numbers  re- 
mained high  at  the  Salton  Sea,  as  indicated  by 
96  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Dec  and  30  still 
present  15  Feb  (GMcC).  First-win- 
ter Little  Gulls  were  found  on  the 
Salton  Sea  at  N.E.S.S.  20  Jan-9  Feb 
(TMcG,  SSt),  Salton  City  5 Feb 
(MJB),  and  S.E.S.S.  9-19  Jan 
(GMcC,  KZK).  A first-winter  Black- 
headed Gull  at  N.E.S.S.  15  Jan-9 
Feb  (DG,  CMcG)  was  only  the  8th 
in  the  Region  and  the  first  at  the 
Salton  Sea.  The  number  and  loca- 
tion of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  wintering 
on  the  coast  appears  to  have 
changed  noticeably  in  the  past  40 
years,  so  observers  should  monitor 
the  species  in  the  future.  An  ad.  and 
a first-winter  Heermann’s  Gull  were 
present  at  S.E.S.S.  through  the  win- 
ter, and  one  on  Cachuma  L.  11  Jan 
(LM)  provided  the  first  inland 
record  for  Santa  Barbara.  At  least  5 
Mew  Gulls,  rare  inland,  were  found 
on  the  Salton  Sea  during  the  period. 
A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Doheny  State  Beach,  Orange  11  Feb  (N&MF), 
and  9 more  were  present  on  the  Salton  Sea, 


This  first-winter  Little  Gull  photographed  at  the  south  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea  on  19  January  2007  was  one  of  three  found  on  the  Salton  Sea  this  win- 
ter. The  prominent  black  "M"  across  the  open  wings  shows  well  in  this  im- 
age. Photograph  by  Kenneth  L Kurland. 


VOLUME  61  (2007) 


NUMBER  2 


327 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


This  first-winter  Black-headed  Gull,  seen  with  Bonaparte's  Gulls  at  the  mouth  of  the  Whitewater  River  and  at  a nearby  fish  farm 
in  Riverside  County,  California,  was  present  15  January  through  9 February  (here  31  January)  2007  and  provided  the  first  record 
for  the  Salton  Sea.  This  photograph,  taken  on  31  January  2007,  shows  the  red  basal  half  of  the  bill.  Photograph  by  Chet  McCaugh. 


with  an  ad.  at  N.E.S.S.  6-17  Feb  (JSF),  a first- 
winter  bird  at  Salton  City  22  Feb  (TE),  up  to 
3 ads.  (8  Oct-23  Feb),  2 third-winter  birds  (10 
& 10-24  Feb),  and  one  second-winter  (16 
Jan)  and  a first-winter  bird  (23  Feb)  at  S.E.S.S. 
(GMcC).  Two  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  at  Lan- 
caster, Los  Angeles  16  Dec  (KLG)  were  c.  of  the 
coast  range.  Six  Glaucous  Gulls  were  found 
along  the  coast,  with  single  first-winter  birds 
near  Piedras  Blancas,  Scot  Luis  Ohispo  5-26  Jan 
(MPB),  at  Pisino  Beach,  San  Luis  Obispo  9-18 
Feb  (MPB),  around  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles 
21  Dec-17  Mar  (KGL),  at  Dockweiler  State 
Beach,  Los  Angeles  13  Feb  (MSanM),  at  Dana 
Point  26  Jan  (JMo,  DSS),  and  at  Imperial 
Beach  18-19  Feb  (HY);  at  S.E.S.S.,  an  ad.  was 
at  Red  Hill  16  Jan  (GMcC,  PAG),  and  a first- 
winter  bird  was  there  5-23  Feb  (KLG,  GMcC). 
Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  scarce,  as  indi- 
cated by  only  15  seen  during  an  organized 
boat  trip  off  Smi  Luis  Obispo  13  Jan  (TME); 
one  off  Dana  Point  20  Jan  (JEP)  and  2 at  La 
Jolla  12  Jan  (PAG)  were  the  southernmost. 

A Gull-billed  Tern  at  S.E.S.S.  18  Feb 
(WTF)  was  probably  wintering  locally.  An  El- 
egant Tern  at  Dockweiler  State  Beach  27 
Feb-6  Mar  (MSanM)  evidently  wintered  lo- 
cally. A Marbled  Murrelet  at  Dockweiler  State 
Beach  29-30  Jan  (JSF)  was  unusually  far 
south.  A count  of  13  Ancient  Murrelets  off 
Santa  Barbara  30  Dec  (BKS),  along  with 
smaller  numbers  reported  between  San  Luis 
Obispo  and  San  Diego  thougb  the  period,  sug- 
gested the  presence  of  greater-than-expected 
numbers  in  s.  California  waters  this  winter. 

PARROTS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A flock  of  350-400  Red-crowned  Parrots  in  La 
Verne,  Los  Angeles  in  Dec  (MJSanM)  was  an 
exceptionally  large  number  for  that  area  and 


suggests  continued  population  growth  for 
this  non-native  bird.  White-winged  Doves 
continue  to  expand  their  winter  range  into  se. 
California,  as  indicated  by  the  presence  of  7 at 
widely  separated  locations  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  during  the  period  (GMcC)  and  one  at 
Blythe  11  Feb  (RH);  7 along  the  coast  this 
winter  were  at  locations  where  considered 
rare  at  any  time  of  the  year.  The  only  Ruddy 
Ground-Doves  known  present  were  3 near 
Calipatria  through  the  period  (GMcC),  a male 
present  near  El  Centro  all  winter  (KZK),  and 
one  continuing  in  La  Canada,  Los  Angeles 
through  24  Jan  (MH). 

A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  discovered  in 
Palm  Desert  1 1 Feb  (SSw)  and  found  dead  2 
Mar  (*LACM)  was  in  the  low 
desert,  where  unexpected.  Fifty 
or  more  Long-eared  Owls  at  a 
roost  in  the  Caliente  Range, 

San  Luis  Obispo  23  Feb  (BWS) 
was  an  impressive  concentra- 
tion. A Lesser  Nighthawk  in 
Brawley  14  Jan  (BMi)  was  un- 
doubtedly wintering  locally 
Wintering  Vaux’s  Swifts  includ- 
ed up  to  12  around  Bakersfield, 

Kern  17  Dec-22  Feb  (KH-L, 

JCW)  and  one  in  San  Diego  13 
Jan  (GMcC).  A Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  at  Mission 
Viejo,  Orange  25  Nov-14  Jan 
(DRW)  was  the  same  female 
present  last  winter.  Single 
Allens  Hummingbirds  in  Riverside  5-6  Jan 
(J&MT)  and  near  El  Centro  24  Feb  and  3-4 
Mar  (KZK)  were  in  areas  where  few  have  been 
identified;  one  in  Ocean  Beach  26  Dec  (PU; 
*SDNHM)  was  of  the  resident  subspecies 
sedentarius,  providing  additional  evidence 


that  this  subspecies  is  expanding  its  range 
southward  into  San  Diego. 

A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  in  Santa  Barbara 
30  Dec  (RAH)  was  only  the  3rd  recorded  in 
coastal  Santa  Barbara,  and  another  was  in 
Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  13-15  Dec  (DSC).  Thir- 
teen Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  reported 
from  scattered  locations  throughout  the  Re- 
gion. A White-headed  Woodpecker  at  La 
Cumbre  Peak  in  the  Santa  Ynez  Mts.,  Santa 
Barbara  24-30  Dec  (WTF),  and  another  at 
Holiday  L.  In  the  Antelope  Valley,  Los  Angeles 
9 Dec  (EO,  JD),  were  outside  this  species’ 
normal  range  and  habitat. 

Numbers  of  wintering  Empidonax  flycatch- 
ers were  well  below  average.  Four  Ham- 
mond’s Flycatchers  reported  during  the  peri- 
od was  about  average,  but  amazingly  only  5 
Gray  Flycatchers  and  2 Pacific-slope  Fly- 
catchers were  reported  (compared  with  about 
50  and  30,  respectively,  in  winter  2005-2006). 
A Least  Flycatcher  in  Riverside  24-29  Mar 
(CMcG)  was  undoubtedly  wintering  locally. 
A Dusky  Flycatcher  was  in  Rancho  Palos 
Verdes,  Los  Angeles  23  Dec  QEP),  and  anoth- 
er bird  felt  to  be  that  species  was  in  Lompoc, 
Santa  Barbara  17  Dec  (BKH).  Ten  Eastern 
Phoebes  during  the  period  included  at  least  4 
returning  for  multiple  winters.  Six  Tropical 
Kingbirds  on  the  coast  during  the  period  was 
about  average;  on  the  se.  deserts,  the  return- 
ing bird  near  Seeley,  Imperial  remained 
through  25  Mar  (GMcC).  A Cassin’s  Kingbird 
in  Bard,  Imperial  1 Mar  (DRW)  was  in  an  area 
where  rare  and  from  which  virtually  no  win- 
ter records  exist.  The  returning  Thick-billed 
Kingbird  in  Wilmington,  Los  Angeles  re- 


mained through  3 Mar  (KGL).  Western  King- 
birds are  casual  in  winter  in  the  Region,  so 
birds  in  Los  Angeles  at  Inglewood  7 Dec  (RB), 
El  Monte  24  Dec  (LSc),  and  Long  Beach  1 
Jan-1  Mar  (KSG)  and  one  near  Escondido, 
San  Diego  25  Jan  OMg)  were  unexpected. 


This  cooperative  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  photographed  IS  January  2007, 
remained  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  25  December  2006  through 
11  March  2007.  Photograph  by  Oscar  Johnson. 
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This  Warm-eating  Warbler,  feimd  during  the  30  December  2096  Christmas  Bird 
Ceunt,  was  photegraphed  26  January  2007  and  remained  in  Irvine,  Orange 
Coun^,  California  through  10  March  2007.  Photogmph  byBmgim  W.Aguilard 


SHRIKES  THROUGH  WMBLEiS 

Although  steep  Loggerhead  Shrike  declines 
are  still  evident  on  the  coastal  slope,  an  en- 
couraging 28  birds  were  found  on  the  three 
Orange  Christmas  Bird  Counts  (compared  to 
only  9 during  winters  2003-2004  and  2004- 
2005;  DRW).  The  Bell’s  Vireo  (nominate  sub- 
species) in  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  remained 
from  4 Nov  through  26  Apr  (|Ga),  and  the 
Long  Beach  wintering  bird  of  the  “expected” 
subspecies  pusillus  was  last  seen  17  Mar 
(KGL).  Once  again,  Plumbeous  Vireos  (30 
birds)  easily  outnumbered  Cassin’s  (7)  during 
the  period. 

Steller’s  Jays  in  Ridgecrest  8 Dec  (BMe)  and 
Inyokern  26  Dec-1  Jan  (SSt)  were  on  the  e. 
Kem  desert,  where  casual  A Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  in  the  n.  Antelope  Valley  7 
Feb  (MSanM)  was  the  earliest  ever  for  Kem. 
Three  Bank  Swallows  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Dec  (EH) 
were  in  an  area  where  the  species  is  nearly 
regular  in  winter.  A Cliff  Swallow  in  Long 
Beach  17  Jan  (JB)  was  unseasonal.  Mountain 
Chickadees  staged  a minor  incursion  into  the 
Region’s  coastal  lowlands,  but  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  virtually  ab- 
sent this  winter.  A few  Brown 
Creepers  were  found  in  the 
lowlands,  including  one  at 
S.E.S.S.  13  Jan-3  Apr  (EM).  A 
moderate  flight  of  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  was  noted 
in  coastal  areas,  but  2 near 
Calipatria  13  Dec-23  Feb 
(GMcC)  were  in  an  area 
where  always  very  rare.  Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatchers,  casual  in 
winter  in  Inyo,  were  in  Bishop 
16  Dec  (AK)  and  EC.R.  22 
Dec-4  Feb  (V&GW).  An  im- 
pressive flight  of  Mountain 
Bluebirds  into  the  coastal 
lowlands  included  over  150 
birds  in  coastal  Santa  Barbara 


3 Dec-i3  Jan  (WTF,  CP,  MPB), 
up  to  20  in  Ventura,  Ventura 
(OJ),  and  well  over  100  in  Or- 
ange (DRW).  An  apparent 
Mountain  Bluebird  x Western 
Bluebird  hybrid  was  pho- 
tographed in  Round  Valley, 
Inyo  16-17  Dec  OLD).  Up  to  8 
Western  Bluebirds  in  Brawley, 
Imperial  1 Dec-3  Feb  (GMcC) 
were  in  an  area  where  rare  and 
erratic.  Numbers  of  Varied 
Thrushes  were  considered  to 
be  above  average,  at  least  in 
San  Luis  Obispo  (TME)  and  Or- 
ange (DRW).  Wintering  Brown 
Thrashers  remained  from  the 
fall  until  3 Mar  in  San  Pedro  (KGL)  and  7 
May  on  Pt.  Loma  (CH).  The  Red-throated 
Pipit  in  Irvine  remained  from  23  Nov  to  the 
exceptionally  late  date  of  20  Dec  (LDT,  LO). 
Three  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  in  a field  near 
Calipatria  19  Dec  (OJ),  and  up  to  2 were  in  a 
field  3 km  away  29  Dec-3  Feb  (GMcC). 

Tennessee  Warblers,  presumably  wintering, 
were  in  Montecito,  Santa  Barbara  29  Dec-24 
Feb  (PEL),  Long  Beach  18  Dec-6  Jan  (KSG), 
Placentia,  Orange  20  Jan  (DRW),  and  Pt.  Loma 
25  Feb-14  Mar  (MSa).  A Virginia’s  Warbler 
near  Whittier,  Los  Angeles  10  Dec  (LSc)  was 
possibly  a very  late  fall  vagrant.  The  only 
Lucy’s  Warblers  reported  were  2 different  birds 
in  Goleta  2 Dec  (DMC)  and  24  Nov-3  Mar 
(RPH).  Northern  Parulas  included  a returning 
winterer  in  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  7 Dec-19 
Apr  (KGL)  and  one  in  San  Diego  26  Dec-7  Apr 
(PAG).  A female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler, 
one  of  our  rarest  winter  warblers,  was  in 
Pasadena  6 Dec-25  Jan  (SF).  The  only  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  was  in  Goleta  25 
Dec-17  Mar  (MAH).  Exceptionally  late  for  the 
n.  interior  were  Yellow  Warblers  in  Bishop  16 


Dec  (C&RH)  and  at  EC.R.  2 Jan  (V&GW).  A 
Hermit  Warbler  at  Pine  Mountain  Club  5 
Dec-20  Jan  (KC)  was  only  the  2nd  ever  to  be 
found  in  winter  in  Kem.  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  in  Costa  Mesa,  Orange  12  Nov-11 
Mar  (DRW)  was  of  uncertain  subspecific  iden- 
tity but  showed  some  characters  suggesting 
the  nominate.  Two  returning  Grace’s  Warblers 
were  on  Pt.  Loma  Sep-19  Mar  and  Sep-14  Apr 
(RF,  PAG),  and  a different  individual  was  there 


A male  HepaticTanager,  photographed  on  21  February 
2007,  spent  the  winter  on  the  coast  in  Imperial  Beach,  San 
Diego  County,  California.  The  dark  coloration  on  the  throat 
was  stain  acquired  when  feeding  on  coral  tree  {Erythrina) 
flowers.  Similar  staining  can  be  seen  on  warblers  and  other 
birds  feeding  on  eucalyptus  flowers  through  the  winter. 
Photagmph  by  Thomas  M.  Blackman. 

23  Feb-7  Mar  (MSa);  the  returning  bird  in 
Santa  Maria,  Santa  Barbara  was  present 
through  10  Mar  (DMC).  A female  Pine  War- 
bler was  in  San  Diego  7 Jan  (PEL,  DWA).  A 
dozen  Palm  Warblers  along  the  coast  during 
the  period  was  about  average,  as  were  the  15 
Black-and-white  Warblers  and  13  American 
Redstarts  (plus  7 redstarts  at  the  Salton  Sea).  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  in  Irvine  31  Dec-10 
Mar  (BED).  Only  4 Northern  Waterthrushes 
were  reported  during  the  period.  A Common 
Yellowthroat  n.  of  Bishop  16  Dec  (T&JH)  was 
exceptionally  late  for  the  far  n.  deserts.  The 
only  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  found  during  the 
period  was  in  Huntington  Beach  28  Oct-31 
Dec  (BED).  A stunning  Hooded  Warbler  in 
Mission  Viejo  17  Dec-14  Jan  QEP)  was  only 
the  3rd  to  be  found  in  winter  in  Orange.  The 
perception  that  Painted  Redstarts  are  a regular 
part  of  our  winter  avifauna  is  reinforced  by  the 
frequency  with  which  birds  return  for  multiple 
winters;  returning  birds  were  in  San  Dimas, 
Glendora,  and  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles 
through  the  period  and  in  Harmony  Grove, 


This  showy  male  Hooded  Warbler,  photographed  on  the  last  day  of  its  long  (1 7 De- 
cember 2006  through  14  January  2007)  stay  at  Aurora  Park  in  Mission  Viejo,  Or- 
ange County,  California,  made  itself  an  invitirsg  target  for  any  predator. 
Photograph  by  BmgksR.  Wilikk. 
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This  American  Tree  Sparrow,  photographed  on  the  last  day  of  its  3-5 
March  2007  stay  near  the  mouth  of  the  Whitewater  River  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside  County,  California,  was  unusually  far 
south.  Photograph  by  Chet  McGaugh. 


San  Diego  19-22  Dec  (OJ).  Others  were  in  Go- 
leta  22  Nov-21  Mar  (MAH),  Montecito,  Santa 
Barbara  23  Feb  (CC),  Pt.  Loma  8 Feb-24  Mar 
(SBM,  TAB),  and  Yucaipa,  San  Bernardino  27 
Feb-1  Mar  (AEK), 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Hepatic  Tanager  was  in  Imperial 
Beach  12  Jan-1  Apr  (GMcC);  this  species  is 
casual  in  winter  and  anywhere  in  the  low- 
lands. Six  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  at  scat- 
tered localities  on  the  coastal  slope  during  the 
period.  An  American  Tree  Sparrow  in  Bishop 
14-20  Jan  (C&RH)  was  in  an  area  where  reg- 
ular, but  one  photographed  at  N.E.S.S.  3-5 
Mar  (DG,  CMcG)  was  among  the  few  ever 
found  on  the  se.  deserts.  The  winter  and  mi- 
grant status  of  Black-throated  Sparrows  re- 
mains poorly  understand;  3 in  coastal  sage 
scrub  n.  of  Castaic,  Los  Angeles  6 Eeb  (BED) 
were  certainly  unexpected.  Grasshopper 
Sparrows  are  equally  poorly  known;  single 
birds  in  the  Carrizo  Plain,  San  Luis  Obispo  17 
Eeb  (TK)  and  in  the  foothills  behind  Santa 
Barbara  30  Dec  (MBa)  were  in  areas  where 
rare.  At  least  5 Red  Fox  Sparrows  (E  i.  zabo- 
ria)  were  found  in  Snn  Luis  Obispo,  Los  Ange- 
les, and  Orange',  a bird  of  the  Sooty  (iin- 
alaschccnsis)  group  in  Big  Pine  21  Jan  (T&JH) 
was  casual  in  that  area.  Coastal  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows were  in  Long  Beach  30  Dec-15  Mar 
(LEA,  TEW)  and  Escondido,  San  Diego  4-16 
Dec  (EH);  interior  birds  were  in  Bishop  24 
Dec-1  Mar  (C&RH),  Big  Pine  22  Eeb-10  Mar 
(BSc),  and  near  Calipatria  18  Dec-20  Jan 

(WTE) .  Seven  Golden-crowned  Sparrows 
around  S.E.S.S.  during  the  period  (GMcC) 
was  a large  number  for  that  area.  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  x White-crowned  Sparrow 
hybrids  included  a returning  bird  at  Arroyo 
Grande,  San  Luis  Obispo  (BKS)  and  an  ad. 
near  Castaic  27  Dec  (KLG).  Single  McCown’s 
Longspurs  near  Santa  Ynez  12  Dec-9  Jan 

(WTF)  and  Cuyama,  Santa  Barbara  6 Jan 


(NAL)  were  only  the  2nd  and  3rd  ever 
found  in  Santa  Barbara.  Up  to  75 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  near 
Santa  Ynez  6-15  Jan,  with  7 still  present 
17  Mar  (WTF);  a very  obliging  single 
bird  was  in  Santa  Barbara  19  Nov-31 
Dec  (HPR),  and  the  only  other  report 
was  of  3 in  Rancho  Bernardo,  San  Diego 
19  Dec-23  Jan  (RTF).  The  presence  of 
only  2 Lapland  Longspurs  (and  no  oth- 
er species)  around  Calipatria  2-18  Dec 
(GMcC,  WTF)  was  a far  cry  from  the 
>300  birds  of  four  species  found  here 
last  winter. 

Five  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  during 
the  period  (including  a late  Nov  bird 
not  included  in  the  fall  report)  were 
outnumbered  by  8 Black-headed  Grosbeaks. 
An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  in  San  Diego  22 
Feb  (DCr)  was  considered  an  escapee.  A male 
Tricolored  Blackbird  at  N.E.S.S.  21  Jan-18 
Eeb  (TEW,  LLA)  was  in  an  area  where  casual. 
An  imm.  Common  Crackle  near  Seeley  1 
Dec-20  Jan  (GMcC,  MJB)  was  the  only  the 
2nd  to  be  found  in  Imperial.  Orchard  Orioles 
were  found  in  Arroyo  Grande  Nov-25  Jan 


(MSi),  Montecito  3 Dec-8  Feb  QEL),  Santa 
Barbara  30  Dec  OLD),  and  Palos  Verdes,  Los 
Angeles  6 Dec-21  Apr  (KGL).  A Hooded  Ori- 
ole in  Oceano,  San  Luis  Obispo  26  Feb  (MLS) 
was  in  an  area  where  very  rare  in  winter,  and 
one  in  Solvang  20  Jan  (KJ)  was  the  first  in 
winter  in  Santa  Barbara  away  from  the  coast. 
Five  Baltimore  Orioles  were  found  near  the 
coast  through  the  period.  An  impressive  con- 
centration of  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  at  Ran- 
cho Jamul  Ecological  Reserve  in  interior  San 
Diego  built  up  to  400-500  birds  in  Feb  QMa). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Alex  Abela,  Douglas  W.  Aguillard, 
Liga  L.  Auzins,  Morgan  Ball  (MBa),  Richard 
Barth,  Mark  J.  Billings,  Tom  A.  Blackman, 


David  V.  Blue,  Jeff  Boyd,  Matt  Brady  (MBr), 
Mark  P.  Brown,  Martin  Byhower  (MBy),  Bar- 
bara Carlson,  David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Bar- 
bara), Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Chris  Coulter,  Dick 
Crandle  (DCr),  Brian  E.  Daniels,  Johanna 
Dawes,  A1  Demartini,  Henry  Detwiler,  Jon  L. 
Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Tom  M.  Edell  (San  Luis 
Obispo),  Ered  Emerson,  Richard  A.  Erickson, 

Jon  S.  Feenstra,  Rob  Fowler,  Susan  Frank, 
Nick  & Mary  Freeman  (N&MF),  Wes  T. 
Fritz,  John  Garrett  QGa)-  Kimball  L.  Garrett 
(Los  Angeles),  Karen  S.  Gilbert,  Peter  A.  Gins- 
burg,  David  Goodward,  Jesse  Grantham 
QGr),  John  F.  Green  (Riverside),  Ed  Hall, 
Robert  A.  Hamilton,  Jeff  Hanson  OHan),  Jim 
Hardesty  OHar),  Christine  Harvey,  Matthew 
T.  Heindel,  Tom  & Jo  Heindel  (Inyo),  Kelli 
Heindel-Levinson,  Roger  Higson,  Brad  K. 
Hines,  Ron  P.  Hirst,  Mark  A.  Holmgren,  Chris 
& Rosie  Howard  (C&RH),  Mark  Hunter, 
Karen  Johnson,  Oscar  Johnson  (Ventura), 
Paul  Jorgensen,  Howard  B.  King,  Andrew  i 
Kirk,  Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino), 
Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Tony  Kurz,  Kevin  G. 
Larson,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Curtis  A.  Marantz, 
John  Martin  QMa),  Liz  Mason,  Sarah  B.  May-  ' 
ers,  Guy  McCaskie  (Imperial),  Todd  ) 
McGrath,  Chet  McGaugh,  Robert  McK- 
ernan,  Mike  McQuerrey,  Bob  Meade  | 
(BMe),  Bob  Miller  (BMi),  Steve  Mlodi- 
now,  Kathy  C.  Molina,  Elizabeth  Mor- 
gan, John  Morgan  QMg),  Joseph  Mor-  | 
Ian  QMo),  Thomas  Myers,  Leo  Ohtsu- 
ki,  Eleanor  Osgood,  Jim  & Debby  Park- 
er (J&DP),  Robert  T.  Patton,  Cruz  I 
Phillips,  James  E.  Pike,  Molly  Pollock, 
Hugh  P.  Ranson,  Matt  Sadowski  (MSa), 
Michael  J.  San  Miguel,  Jr.,  Mike  San 
Miguel,  Robert  Schallmann,  Larry  | 
Schmahl  (LSc),  Brad  K.  Schram,  Bar-  . 
bara  Schuck  (BSc),  Lisa  Sheffield  (LSh),  ; 
Melissa  Sherwood,  Mitch  Siemens  ' 
(MSi),  Daniel  S.  Singer,  Maggie  L. 
Smith,  Bob  W.  Stafford,  Bob  Steele,  Su-  i 
san  Steele  (SSt),  Emilie  Strauss,  Sandy  Swan  j 
(SSw),  Ryan  S.  Terrill,  Don  Thomson, Jennifer  | 

& Michelle  Tobin  Q'^MT),  Larry  D.  Tripp, 
Philip  Unitt,  Ken  Weaver,  Jeff  Wells,  Douglas  j 
R.  Willick  (Orange),  Dan  Williams,  John  C. 
Wilson  (Kern),  Vicky  and  Gerry  Wolfe  I 
(V&GW),  Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Herb  Young. 

An  additional  40+  observers  who  could  not  be 
individually  acknowledged  submitted  reports  , 
this  season;  all  have  our  thanks.  O I 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 

Imperial  Beach,  California  91932,  (guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles  County 

900  Exposition  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90007 

(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


This  Chestnut-collared  Longspur,  photographed  on  29  November 
2006,  remained  faithful  to  a small  area  of  grass  at  Elling's  Park  in 
Santa  Barbara,  Santa  Barbara  County  from  19  November  through  31 
December  2006.  Photograph  by  David M.  Compton. 
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Unusually  large  numbers  of  waterbirds 
were  present  in  the  Cape  District, 
where  flocks  of  Eared  Grebes  and 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  particularly  impres- 
sive. Common  Black-Hawk,  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  and  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
were  Regional  firsts,  the  last  also  new  for 
Mexico.  Christmas  Bird  Counts  fared  well 
this  season,  with  especially  interesting  passer- 
ines in  Ensenada,  gulls  and  terns  in  the  Rio 
Colorado  Delta,  and  waterfowl  and  shore- 
birds  in  Ensenada  de  La  Paz.  Seven  Northern 
Parulas  and  one  Tropical  Parula  were  seen  in 
the  Cape  District. 

Abbreviations:  C.P.G.P  (Cerro  Prieto  geot- 
hermal ponds);  E.S.J.  (Estero  San  Jose,  San 
Jose  del  Cabo). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  exception- 
ally numerous  in  the  n.  this  winter,  with  at 
least  84  reported  11  Nov-11  Feb.  Seven  and 
4-5  Snow  Geese  were  in  the  ne.  and  nw.,  re- 
spectively. An  ad.  Ross’s  Goose  at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla  5 Nov-28  Mar  (ph.  VA,  ph.  SGM  et 
al.)  provided  Baja  California  Sur  with  its  2nd 
record,  and  others  were  at  C.P.G.P.  19  Nov  (2; 
MJB,  RAE,  MAP)  and  Tijuana  10  Jan  (ph. 
MJB).  A Cackling  Goose  at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla  12-18  Nov  was  joined  by  2 others 
on  the  last  day  of  its  stay  (ph.  "VA,  NA).  Sin- 
gles were  at  E.S.J.  6-7  Jan  (KC,  ph.  SGM  et 
al.)  and  the  El  Centenario  tank  3-28  Mar  (ph. 
MJI,  ph.  SGM  et  al.).  None  was  conclusively 
identified  to  subspecies,  despite  several  sup- 
portive photographs.  Eleven  moffitti  Canada 
Geese  in  the  n.  were  expected,  but  an  appar- 


ent parvipes  near  Ejido  Chiapas  #3  on  6 Jan 
(ph.  KAR  et  al.)  established  the  first  well- 
documented  record  for  the  subspecies  in  the 
Region. 

Wood  Ducks  were  seen  again  at  the  Mexi- 
cali Zoo,  but  a male  near  Ejido  Chiapas  #3  on 
6 Jan  was  at  a new  location  (ph.  KAR  et  al.). 
An  extremely  worn  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Lagunas  de  Chametla  10  Jan  (ph.  tSGM  et 
al.)  was  only  the  3rd  in  Baja  California  Sur;  4 
were  in  the  far  north.  An  apparent  male 
Northern  Shoveler  x Gadwall  hybrid  at  Lagu- 
nas de  Chametla  28  Nov  (ph.  VA)  was  last 
seen  at  the  El  Centenario  tank  28  Mar  (SGM). 
Canvasback  is  on  the  decline  in  the  Region, 
with  only  3 tallied  during  the  29  Dec  Ensena- 
da C.B.C.,  down  from  125  on  19  Dec  2002 
(fide  MJB,  RAE,  EM).  It  is  considered  rare  in 
the  ne.,  so  2 at  C.P.G.P  25  Jan  were  notewor- 
thy (RAH  et  al.). 

A Greater  Scaup  in  Guerrero  Negro  18  Nov 
(AG-A,  GF,  MF)  and  a female  at  E.S.J.  7 Jan 
(SGM  et  al.)  were  southerly  but  not  as  fancy 
as  an  ad.  male  Wbite-winged  Scoter  at  Lagu- 
na Ojo  de  Liebre  15  Dec  (ph.  RC,  IM),  estab- 
lishing the  first  confirmed  record  for  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia Sur.  Two  Black  Scoters  reached  the  nw. 
10-11  Nov  (MDC  et  al),  but  a Red-breasted 
Merganser  made  it  as  far  as  E.S.J.  6-14  Mar 
(ph.  MJI,  REW),  one  of  few  in 
the  s.  Cape  District.  A Horned 
Grebe  in  Mexicali  21  Dec  (ph. 

MJB,  RAE)  was  the  first  found 
in  the  Region’s  deserts.  Aecfi- 
mophorus  grebes  are  rarely  re- 
ported from  the  s.  Cape  Dis- 
trict, where  2-3  Westerns  were 
in  La  Paz  16  Dec-10  Jan  (fide 
EP;SGM  et  al). 

A total  of  9 Short-tailed 
Shearwaters  at  the  Nine  Mile 
Bank  31  Mar  (DWP  et  al.) 
surely  topped  the  previous 
high  count  for  the  Region. 

Red-billed  Tropicbirds  well 
offshore  between  Ensenada 
and  1.  Guadalupe  15  Mar  (MJB 
et  al.)  and  off  Cabo  Colonet  26 
Mar  (2,  PAG)  were  unseasonal.  A Brown  Boo- 
by was  an  overdue  first  for  I.  Guadalupe,  at  its 
s.  end  16  Mar  (PP,  ph.  MJB  et  al).  An  impres- 
sive 259  American  White  Pelicans  were  tal- 
lied during  the  16  Dec  Ensenada  de  La  Paz 
C.B.C.  (fide  EP),  but  a long-dead  Brown  Peli- 
can at  Leyes  de  Reforma  30  Jan  had  probably 
arrived  the  previous  summer/fall  (ph.  MJB, 
RAE;  *UABC  1738). 

Two  American  Bitterns  at  Lagunita  El 
Cipres  29  Dec  (MJB  et  al.)  were  at  a location 
where  previously  recorded,  but  an  imm.  Bald 
Eagle  nearby  the  same  day  (MJB,  ph.  JAM  et 


al.)  was  one  of  the  biggest  surprises  on  the 
Ensenada  C.B.C.  An  imm.  Mississippi  Kite 
was  near  San  Jose  del  Cabo  24  Mar  (tSGM), 
precedent  having  been  set  in  winter  by  one  at 
Todos  Santos  10  Jan  1988  (Monographs  in 
Field  Ornithology  3:  121).  A Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  at  I.  Guadalupe  16  Mar  (MJB  et  al.)  and 
a Merlin  the  following  day  (MSM)  were  new 
for  the  island.  An  imm.  Common  Black- 
Hawk  at  Miraflores  26  Mar  (ph.,  tSGM)  was 
the  first  to  be  confirmed  in  the  Region.  An  ad. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  at  Miraflores  6 Jan  (KC, 
ph.  SGM  et  al.)  was  followed  by  it  or  another 
ad.  and  2 imms.  26  Mar  (ph.  SGM).  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  put  on  a good  show  in  the  s.:  one 
was  at  E.S.J.  6 Jan  (SGM  et  al),  3 were  at  the 
El  Centenario  tank  3 Mar  (ph.  MJI),  and  91+ 
were  with  110  Crested  Caracaras  on  a recent- 
ly cut  alfalfa  field  in  San  Juan  de  los  Planes  5 
Mar  (ph.  MJI).  A Ferruginous  Hawk  at  the  El 
Centenario  tank  12  Jan  (TSGM,  tDL  et  al.) 
was  the  4th  for  the  peninsula’s  tip  and  first 
away  from  La  Laguna,  while  an  ad.  male  Mer- 
lin at  Miraflores  8 Jan  was  of  the  unexpected 
richardsoni  subspecies  (ph.  SGM  et  al). 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  found  again  in  the 
ne.,  with  3 at  the  Mesa  Andrade  wetlands  7 
Dec  (ph.  ESM)  representing  only  the  3rd 
modern  record  for  the  Region.  Solitary  Sand- 


pipers seem  to  be  rare-but-annual  winter  vis- 
itors in  the  s.  Cape  District;  up  to  3 were  at 
Santiago  8 Jan-27  Mar  (ph.  SGM  et  al),  and 
one  was  at  E.S.J.  6 Mar  (MJI).  To  our  knowl- 
edge, a Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Playa  Coyote,  n. 
of  La  Paz,  11  Jan  (SGM  et  al.)  established  the 
first  recent  record  for  the  Cape  District.  Lagu- 
nas de  Chametla  hosted  a Pectoral  Sandpiper 
16  Dec-29  Mar  (fide  EP;  SGM)  and  a first- 
winter  Ruff  28  Nov-29  Mar  (ph.  VA,  ph.  SGM 
et  al),  the  former  a 2nd  in  winter  and  the  lat- 
ter a 3rd  ever  for  Baja  California  Sur. 

Two  Thayer’s,  a Yellow-footed,  and  2-3 


Barely  reaching  Baja  California  Sur,  this  adult  male  White-winged  Scoter  at  La- 
guna Ojo  de  Liebre  15  December  2006  was  the  first  confirmed  in  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Roberto  Carmona. 
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This  immature  Common  Black-Hawk  at  Miraflores,  Baja  California  Sur  26  March  2007 

established  the  first  confirmed  Regional  record.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 


Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  typical  for  the 
Mexicali  Valley,  but  a Mew  at  the  Mexicali 
Country  Club  (ph.  KAR)  and  a hrst-winter 
Western  at  a landfill  w.  of  Colonia  Pacifico 
(tKAR  et  al.),  both  29  Dec,  were  the  2nd  and 
first  in  the  valley,  respectively.  Overdue  for 
Baja  California,  and  coinciding  with  unprece- 
dented numbers  to  the  n.  at  the  Salton  Sea, 
were  records  of  4-5  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls:  a third-winter  and  a first-winter  bird 
were  together  at  the  Rio  Colorado  delta  20 
Dec  (tRAE,  ph.  tMJB);  an  ad.  at  the  landfill 
was  well  photographed,  but  a first-winter  bird 
there  was  not  documented  6 Jan  (ph.  KAR, 
RJ,  DP);  and  an  ad.  at  Laguna  Guerrero  Negro 
25  Jan  was  just  n.  of  the  state  line  (ph.  RC, 
AC). 

Gull-billed  Terns  were  found  in  the  ne.  for 
the  3rd  consecutive  winter;  4 at  the  Rio  Col- 
orado delta  20  Dec  (MJB,  RAE)  and  3 at 
C.PG.P.  25  Jan  (MJI  et  al.).  Up  to  7 were 
around  La  Paz  10  Jan-3  Mar  (SGM  et  al). 
There  are  few  Regional  winter  records  of 
Common  Terns,  but  they  were  well  represent- 
ed in  the  Cape  District  6 Jan-26  Mar:  10  at 
E.S.J.,  one  at  La  Paz,  up  to  15  at  Punta  Arena, 
one  near  Pichilingue,  and  2 at  the  Chametla 
flats  (ph.  SGM  et  al.).  Up  to  3 Elegant  Terns 
were  reported  around  La  Paz  16  Dec-1 1 Jan 
(fide  EP;  SGM  et  al).  Since  there  are  only  four 
records  of  overwintering  Black  Skimmers  at 
the  Salton  Sea  (Patten  et  al.  2003:  Birds  of  the 
Salton  Sea),  2 at  C.PG.P.  21  Dec  (MJB,  RAE) 
are  best  considered  late,  but  the  species  is  reg- 
ular in  the  n.  Gulf  of  California  in  winter.  Two 
Parasitic  Jaegers  at  the  Rio  Colorado  delta  20 
Dec  (MJB,  RAE)  were  unexpected,  but  even 
rarer  were  3 Long-tailed  Jaegers  seen  from 
shore  at  Punta  Arena  4 Mar  (ph.  MJI),  estab- 
lishing the  2nd  winter  record  for  the  Region. 


OWLS  THROUGH 
ORIOLES 

A Short-eared  Owl  at  Mesa 
Sanjacinto  12  Nov  (MDC  et 
al.)  was  the  Region’s  first  in 
more  than  four  years.  Simi- 
larly scarce  in  the  coastal 
lowlands  is  Long-eared 
Owl,  yet  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  29  Dec  one  was  seen 
on  the  Maneadero  Plain 
(tPAG,  WF)  and  2 were 
heard  on  the  lower  Rio  San- 
to Tomas  (JEP).  Rare  winter 
hummingbirds  seen  on  tbe 
29  Dec  Ensenada  C.B.C.  in- 
cluded 2 Costa’s  (fide  MJB, 
EM)  and  an  unidentified  Se- 
lasphorus  (SBT).  Another 
Selasphoms  in  the  nw.  was  s. 
of  Playas  de  Tijuana  24  Nov 
(RAE).  Two  imm.  male  Black-chinneds  at 
E.S.J.  7 Jan  (SGM  et  al.)  and  an  apparent  imm. 
female  there  6 Mar  (ph.  MJI)  join  a small 
number  of  previous  winter  records  from  the 
Cape  District.  One  of  2 Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  found  on  the  29  Dec  Ensenada  C.B.C. 
was  refound  the  next  day  (SBT,  ph.  RST  et 
al.).  The  first  sapsucker  to  reach  1.  Guadalupe 
was  a probable  Red-naped  17  Mar  (KAR, 
MSM).  Downy  Woodpeckers,  rare  visitors  to 


the  nw,  were  s.  of  Playas  de  Tijuana  28  Dec 
(ph.  DSC,  MSM)  and  at  Playas  de  Tijuana  7 
Jan  (MJB).  Three  birds  showing  characteris- 
tics of  Yellow-shafted  Flicker  were  found  this 
season,  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  29  Dec  (tPP), 
roughly  6 km  w.  of  Tecate  20  Jan  QS),  and  at 
Ojos  Negros  30  Jan  (MJB,  RAE);  unfortunate- 
ly, none  was  seen  well  enough  to  confirm  all 
relevant  characteristics.  Ten  Tropical  King- 


birds were  found  in  the  Cape  District  during 
early  Jan  (SGM  et  al.),  but  a recently  discov- 
ered kingbird  roost  at  E.S.J.  hosted  up  to  3 
Westerns  5 Jan-13  Mar  (SGM  et  al.)  and  a 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  30  Jan-13  Mar  (ph. 

LB,  ph.  REW). 

Single  Bell’s  Vireos  were  found  at  three  lo- 
cations on  the  Maneadero  Plain  29  Dec  (fide 
MJB,  EM),  one  of  them  a colorful  individual 
thought  to  be  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  last 
seen  30  Dec  (ph.  tDSC,  MSM).  The  only 
northerly  Plumbeous  Vireo  was  at  the  Mexi- 
cali Zoo  29  Dec-25  Jan  (KAR  et  al.).  Five  ; 
Horned  Larks  (3  singing)  at  the  El  Centenario 
tank  3 Mar  (ph.  MJI)  were  record  far  s.;  they 
appeared  to  match  the  s.  subspecies  enertera. 

As  usual.  Mountain  Bluebirds  were  found  at 
scattered  locations  in  the  nw.,  but  4 at  Mesa 
Andrade  26  Jan  (MJI  et  al.)  were  the  first 
found  in  the  ne.  since  1928.  An  ad.  Red- 
throated  Pipit  near  the  El  Centenario  tank  3 
Mar  (ph.  MJI)  furnished  the  4th  winter  record 
for  the  s.  Cape  (and  Region). 

Warbler-power  fueled  the  29  Dec  Ensena- 
da C.B.C.,  including  4 Nashvilles,  6 Yellows, 
singles  of  Black-throated  Gray,  Hermit,  Palm, 
and  Black-and-white,  4 American  Redstarts, 
and  6 Wilson’s,  but  most  remarkable  was  the 
ad.  albilora  Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Es- 
tero  Beach  29-30  Dec  (ph.  RST  et  al).  Other- 
wise, warbler  highlights  included  a Tennessee 


at  E.S.J.  7 Jan-13  Mar  (SGM  et  al);  2 Orange- 
crowneds  showing  characters  of  V c.  celata  at 
E.S.J.  7 Jan  (tSGM);  a Nashville  in  Mexicali 
25  Jan  (RAE  et  al);  a Lucy’s  at  Miraflores  6 
Jan  (SGM  et  al);  Northern  Parulas  at  E.S.J.  6 
Mar  (tMJI),  El  Salto  on  the  w.  side  of  the  Sier- 
ra de  La  Laguna  15  Mar  (ph.  REW),  and  To- 
dos  Santos  8 Apr  (KAR,  CR);  a female  Tropi- 
cal Parula  again  at  Todos  Santos  4 Mar-8  Apr 


Of  the  four  or  five  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  found  in  Baja  California  this  season,  this  adult  at  Laguna  Guerrero  Negro  25  Janu- 
ary 2007  was  the  southernmost.  Photograph  by  Roberto  Carmona. 
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This  a/W/ora  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  photographed  on  30  December  2006,  was  among  the  highlights  of  the  previous  day's 
Ensenada  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Photograph  byMattSadowski. 


(ph.  MJI,  ph.  REW  et  al.);  a male  Black- 
throated  Blue  in  Guerrero  Negro  15  Nov-30 
Mar  (AG-A,  ph.  RC  et  al.)  for  its  3rd  consec- 
utive winter;  2 Black-throated  Grays  at  the 
Mexicali  Zoo  21  Dec  (male;  ph.  MJB,  RAE) 
and  25  Jan  (female;  RAE);  a Hermit  in  Tijua- 
na 15  Nov-8  Jan  (ph.  MJB); 

Palms  at  Punta  Arena  5 Mar 
(MJI)  and  E.S.J.  24  Mar 
(SGM);  a female  Black-and- 
white  returning  to  the  Mexi- 
cali Zoo  for  perhaps  its  4th 
winter  24  Oct-25  Jan  (RAE, 
ph.  MJB);  and  4 additional 
northerly  American  Redstarts. 

Mlodinow’s  thorough  coverage 
of  small  towns  in  the  s.  Cape 
District  25-30  Mar  yielded  a 
nice  variety  of  vagrant  war- 
blers: Nashville,  3 Northern 
Parulas,  Chestnut-sided  (still 
present  7 Apr;  KAR,  CR),  Mag- 
nolia, and  Ovenbird  at  Mi- 
raflores;  Lucy’s  at  Caduano; 
and  another  Northern  Parula 
at  Agua  Caliente.  A 16-19  Mar 
visit  to  I.  Guadalupe  produced 
up  to  8 Audubon’s,  a Myrtle, 
and  a Townsend’s  Warbler 
(LLM  et  al). 

An  ad.  male  Hepatic  Tanag- 
er  was  a welcome  surprise  at 
Santo  Tomas  31  Dec  (tMB,  ph.  RST  et  al), 
and  wintering  Summer  Tanagers  in  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia outnumbered  Westerns  by  13  to  11 
(both  above-average  totals).  Only  2 Summers 
were  seen  in  Baja  California  Sur.  Three  Brew- 
er’s Sparrows  were  on  the  Maneadero  Plain 


29  Dec,  as  was  a single  Vesper  (fide  MJB, 
EM).  The  season’s  only  Red  Fox  Sparrow  was 
in  El  Rosario  27  Dec  (ph.  JEP).  Single  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  29 
(tJEP)  & 30  Dec  (ph.  MS,  DWP).  Single 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  in  Tijuana  16 


Nov  (ph.  MJB),  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  29 
Dec  (fide  MJB,  EM),  and  roughly  6 km  w.  of 
Tecate  29  Dec-19  Jan  OS).  Unusual  juncos  in 
Baja  California  included  4 Slate-coloreds  of 
varying  purity,  single  Pink-sideds  at  Santo 
Domingo  28  Dec  (ph.  JEP)  and  in  the  Mexi- 


cali Valley  26  Jan  (MJI),  and  3 Gray-headeds 
in  the  Mexicali  Valley  25-26  Jan  (MJB,  ph. 
MJI  et  al.)  followed  by  one  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  11  Mar  (MJB,  RAE,  TM).  A Pheucticus 
grosbeak  heard  in  Ensenada  29  Dec  sounded 
like  a Black-headed  but  was  treated  only  as  a 
member  of  the  genus  (SBT,  RAH).  Two  Com- 
mon Crackles  were  in  El  Rosario  26-27  Dec 
(ph.  JEP),  with  one  still  present  26  Feb  (ph. 
MJB,  WTH).  Three  Great-tailed  Crackles  at 
Punta  Abreojos  24  Jan  (EDZ-H,  fide  HGdS) 
were  at  a new  location  for  the  species,  slight- 
ly s.  of  previous  peninsular  records.  Winter- 
ing orioles  included  2 Orchards  at  E.S.J.  7 Jan 
(KC,  DL);  a Bullock’s  roughly  6 km  w.  of 
Tecate  17  Nov-19  Mar  QS)  and  2 on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  29  Dec  (PP);  and  Balti- 
mores  in  Tijuana  8 Jan  (ph.  MJB)  and  San 
Jose  de  Comondii  17  Mar  (REW). 
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Three  of  the  Fox  Sparrow  subspecies  groups  are  believed  to  winter  regularly  in 
Baja  California,  primarily  in  the  mountains.  The  fourth.  Red  Fox  Sparrow,  is  ca- 
sual. This  Red  Fox  Sparrow,  presumably  of  the  taxon  zaboria,  was  photographed 
in  El  Rosario  27  December  2006.  Photograph  by  James  E.  Pike. 
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DUCKS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Nine  Muscovy  Ducks  were  at  Presa  El  Cuchil- 
lo,  N.L.  13  Dec  (MDC).  A female  Wood  Duck 
was  on  an  irrigation  channel  near  Rio  Bravo, 
Tamps.  13  Dec  (MDC),  and  2 males  and  a fe- 
male were  at  Balneario  El  Tigre,  Tamps.  10 
Jan  (HGdS).  At  least  2 Ross’s  Geese  were 
among  Snow  Geese  at  Presa  Cavazos,  Tamps. 
11  Jan  (HGdS).  Two  ad.  Tundra  Swans  were 
seen  flying  low  over  a field  2 km  w.  of  Rio  Bra- 
vo 11  Dec  (MDC).  A Canvasback  was  in  the 
Las  Huertas  sewage  pond  between  the  cities 
of  Torredn,  Coah.  and  Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  6 
Jan  (MRLL,  FVP),  and  a group  of  3 was  in 
Canon  de  Ferntodez  S.P.,  Dgo.  14  Jan,  along 
with  4 Redheads  and  20  Lesser  Scaup  (MRLL, 


This  male  Wood  Duck  was  in  Rancho  Primawra,  Jalisco,  Mexico 
7 (here)  and  11  January  2007.  Photograph  by  Amy  McDonald. 


WB,  AVJ,  FVP).  A female  and  2 male  Red- 
heads were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Ameca, 
Nay.  11  Jan  (MJI).  Four  Hooded  Mergansers 
were  at  Laguna  Colorada,  e.  of  Janos,  Chih.  4 
Jan  (MS,  DM,  WH,  CB).  A flock  of  around  15 
Wild  Turkeys  were  near  Montemorelos,  N.L. 
12  Jan  (HGdS). 

A Red-necked  Grebe  beautifully  pho- 
tographed in  the  harbor  at  Puerto  Penasco, 
Son.  was  present  at  least  from  24  Jan  through 


2 Feb  (SS,  RW  ph.,  DS,  SG).  The  3rd  Least 
Grebe  in  the  Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P  was 
seen  14  Jan  (MRLL,  WB,  AVJ,  FVP).  Two  juv. 
Northern  Gannets  were  seen  100  m from 
shore  at  Playa  Bagdad,  Tamps.  12  Dec  (MDC). 
An  ad.  female  Anhinga  was  noted  at  Presa  El 
Cuchillo,  N.L.  13  Dec  (MDC).  A Snorvy  Egret 
was  at  Laguna  Fierro,  Chih.  5 Jan  (DK,  JR). 
Nine  ad.  Tricolored  Herons  were  at  Presa  El 
Cuchillo  11  Jan  (MDC).  Two  ad.  Black  Hawk- 
Eagles  were  photographed  1.5  km  s.  of  Lo  de 
Marcos,  Nay.  4 Jan,  and  one  was  still  there  17 
Jan  (SNGH).  Two  ad.  Double-toothed  Kites 
were  noted  soaring  high  overhead  at  Cerro 
San  Juan,  Nay.  21  Feb  (ESB,  DMc),  where  one 
been  seen  and  photographed  by  Steve  N.  G. 
Howell  14  Jan  (also,  one  ad.  photographed  by 
Howell  at  the  same  site  in  late  Mar  2006).  An 
ad.  Gray  Hawk  photographed  at  Parque  Es- 
tatal  Canon  de  Fernandez,  Dgo.  27  Jan 
(SLRR)  showed  features  of  birds  from  Pacific 
Costa  Rica  southwards  (light  gray  barring  on 
wing  coverts  and  back,  single  white  tail  band 
prior  to  the  terminal  band),  suggesting  the 
possibility  of  a migrant  from  the  south;  addi- 
tionally, this  is  the  earliest  record  yet  of  this 
typically  summer  visitor  in  the  Laguna  re- 
gion. A juv.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  in 
grassland  habitat  near  Tanque  de  Emergencia, 
Coah.  2 Dec  (MDC).  A juv.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  that  showed  up  in  Chihuahua,  Chih. 
was  a state  first  ODMA,  JFAG,  ph.).  A Bat  Fal- 
con was  at  Copala,  Sin.  18  & 20  Feb  (ESB, 

m. ob.);  the  species  is  rare  in  Sinaloa. 

Three  Sandhill  Cranes  were  at  Presa  El 
Cuchillo  11  Dec  (MDC).  There  were  around 
400  Sandhill  Cranes  at  Tanque  Aguilereno,  a 
shallow  artificial  lagoon  in  Viesca,  Coah.  5 
Jan,  the  largest  group  sighted  so  far  in  the  La- 
guna region  (MRLL,  FVP).  Several  Ruddy 
Crakes  were  calling  at  Altamira,  Tamps,  at  the 

n.  limit  of  their  range  6 Dec  (MDC).  Thirty- 


four  Piping  Plovers  were  on  the  beach  be- 
tween Playa  Bagdad  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  (Rio  Grande)  12  Dec  (MDC).  A Solitary 
Sanpiper  was  on  a stock  pond  37  km  e.  of 
Monterrey,  N.L.  13  Dec  (MDC).  Two  Dunlins 
were  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  (Rio 
Grande)  17  Feb  (HGdS  ph.,  FC  ph.).  Four 
Stilt  Sandpipers  were  at  Laguna  de  Quelele, 
Nay.  12  Jan  (MJI).  This  season  had  the  high- 
est number  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  reported  in 
the  Laguna  region,  with  a group  of  50+  in  the 
Las  Huertas  sewage  pond  27  Dec  (FVP). 

A first-winter  Thayer’s,  a potential  Kelp 
Gull  X Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  hybrid,  a 
probable  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull,  and  at  least  7 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Playa  Bag- 
dad 12  Dec  (MDC).  A Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  at  Las  Higuerillas,  Tamps.  16  Feb 
(HGdS),  and  at  least  6 ads.  and  2 imms.  were 
at  Playa  Bagdad  17  Feb  (HGdS,  FC  ph.).  Five 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  furnishing  the  first  record 
for  the  Laguna  region,  were  observed  at  the 
Las  Huertas  raw  sewage  pond  27  Dec  (FVP, 


Headed  Merganser,  rather  rare  in  southern  Mexico,  put  in 
an  appearance  at  Piedra  Azul  dam  nearTeotitlan  del  Valle, 
Oaxaca  17-20  (here  19)  December  2006.  Photograph  by 
Manuel  Grosselet. 

ph.).  A Glaucous-winged  Gull  was  at  the  new 
sewage  lagoon  in  Puerto  Penasco  24  Jan  (RW, 
SS,  DS).  An  ad.  Common  Tern  was  at  the 
mouth  of  Rio  Ameca  6 Jan  (MJI). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Carmody  estimated  150-200  Military  Macaws 
visited  the  fruiting  nogales  at  Jaumave, 
Tamps.  9 Dec.  A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was 
at  Nuevo  Padilla,  Tamps.  12  Jan,  3 were  at 
Matamoros,  Tamps.  18  Feb,  and  one  and  3 
were  on  the  outskirts  of  Ciudad  Mante,  S.L.P. 
and  near  Jimenez,  Tamps.  21  Feb  (HGdS); 
160  counted  in  the  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  was  a new  record  for  this  C.B.C.  {fide 
WH).  A group  of  13  Long-eared  Owls  found 
in  Dec  at  El  Uno  ranch,  Chih.  (|C  et  al.,fide 
WH)  was  still  roosting  there  3 Jan.  Three 
more  were  found  in  Casa  de  Janos,  Chih.  3 
Jan  (DK,  ph.).  Single  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
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This  Red-necked  Grebe  (here  24  January  2006)  found  by  Scott  Schuette 
in  the  harbor  of  Puerto  Penasco,  Sonora  furnishes  one  of  very  few 
records  from  Mexico  and  the  first  to  be  photographically  documented.  It 
remained  at  least  until  2 February.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wright. 


ers  were  at  Canon  de  Fernandez  S.R  14  Jan 
and  7 Feb  (MRLL,  WB,  AVJ,  FVP).  An  Ari- 
zona Woodpecker  was  on  the  lower  foothills 
of  Camino  Real,  Tamps.  12  Jan  (HGdS).  A 
Red-naped  Sapsucker  was  seen  in  Bosque 
Venustiano  Carranza,  Torreon  5 Feb  (MRLL, 
FVP).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  report- 
ed on  the  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (WW, 
JN-M). 

Two  to  3 Eastern  Phoebes  were  in  the  Ejido 
San  Pedro  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (WH,  vt.).  Two  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  with  a group  of 
kingbirds  13  km  w.  of  La  Pesca,  and  another 
was  at  La  Pesca,  Tamps.  5 Dec  (MDC).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  and  a late  Philadelphia 
Vireo  were  at  La  Florida,  Tamps.  8 Dec 
(MDC).  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  at  La  Baja- 
da.  Nay.  20  Feb  (ESB).  A flock  of  25-30 
Tamualipas  Crows  were  farther  inland  than 
usual  15  km  w.  of  Linares,  N.L.  4 Dec  (MDC). 
Around  8-10  Barn  Swallows  were  still  present 
at  Altamira,  Tamps.  6 Dec  (MDC).  Several 
Mangrove  Swallows  were  on  the  Rio  Tampaon 
near  Puente  de  Dios  de  Santiaguillo,  Ciudad 
Valles,  S.L.P.  in  mid-Jan  (EMBZ).  A Winter 
Wren  was  found  2 & 4-5  Jan  in  riparian  for- 
est s.  of  Casa  de  Janos;  its  call  note  indicated 
it  was  of  the  e.  subspecies  group  (WH,  vt., 
DM,  DK,  JR,  SJ,  SD).  A Brown-backed  Soli- 
taire was  low  at  La  Florida  20  Feb  (HGdS  et 
al.).  Seven  Aztec  Thrushes  were  on  the  road 
to  Aserradero  El  Batel,  Sin.  14  Feb  (ph.  ESB, 
DMc  et  al.).  Two  Gray  Catbirds  were  some- 
what inland  in  Parque  La  Estanzuela,  Monter- 
rey, N.L.  2 Eeb  (AH,  ph.).  A Sprague’s  Pipit 
was  near  Playa  Bagdad,  Tamps.  28  Jan  (PC, 
ph.),  and  at  least  7 were  seen  at  Tanque  de 
Emergencia,  Coah.  2 Dec  (MDC). 

A single  Tennessee  Warbler  was  in  a mixed 
warbler  flock  at  La  Pesca  5 Dec  (MDC).  A fe- 
male Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  in  a 
mixed  flock  near  Espinazo  del  Diablo,  Dgo. 
21  Jan  (BG).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
just  e.  of  the  Alamos,  Son.  cemetery  5 Nov 
2006  (RW).  Outstanding  was  a Cape  May 


Warbler  foraging  at  sapsucker  wells 
in  a tree  in  a garden  in  Garza  Garcia, 
N.L.  27  Jan  (RGG,  ph.).  A male 
Hooded  Warbler  was  following  an  ant 
swarm  near  Singayta,  near  San  Bias, 
Nay.  23  Jan  (BG).  A Western  Tanager 
was  at  Presa  Hacienda  Santa  Engra- 
cias.  Tamps.  10  Jan  (HGdS).  A Baird’s 
and  56  Worthen’s  Sparrows  were  lo- 
cated at  Tanque  de  Emergencia, 
Coah.  2 Dec  (MDC).  Pifteen 
Worthen’s  Sparrows  were  seen  on  the 
San  Rafael,  N.L.  grasslands  3 Dec 
(MDC).  Exceptional  numbers  of 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  record- 
ed in  and  near  the  Ejido  San  Pedro, 
Chih.  C.B.C.  circle  2 Jan  during  scouting  for 
the  count — probably  100+,  although  count 
day  had  fewer  due  to  bad  weather  (fide  WH). 
A Red  Fox  Sparrow  was  found  along  the  Rio 
Casas  Grandes,  Chih.  1 Jan,  providing  proba- 
bly only  the  2nd  Chih.  record  of  this  species 


and  the  hrst  of  this  subspecies  group  (DM, 
WH,  DK,  CB,  JR).  (WH  found  3 schistacea 
Pox  Sparrows  on  the  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C. 
a number  of  years  ago.)  A Harris’s  Sparrow 
was  on  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  e.  of  Janos  1 
Jan,  furnishing  only  the  3rd  Mexican  record 
and  the  first  for  Chih.  (WH  vt.,  DK,  JR,  DM, 
CB).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  was 
seen  well  running  through  patches  of  short 
reed  grasses  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
(Rio  Bravo)  12  Dec  (MDC)  and  was  still  there 
17  Feb  (HGdS),  while  on  the  same  dates,  3 
and  one  Seaside  Sparrows  were  in  mixed  tidal 
reeds  and  black  mangroves,  respectively, 
about  1 km  upriver  from  there.  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  was  at  the  Rio  Casas 
Grandes  e.  of  Janos  1 Jan  (DM,  WH  vt.,  DK, 
JR,  CB);  another  was  at  the  riparian  woodland 
at  La  Presa,  Casa  de  Janos  2 Jan  (DM);  a 3rd 
was  near  Casa  de  Janos  on  the  Ejido  San  Pe- 
dro C.B.C.  3 Jan  (DK,  JR,  CB);  and  2 more 
were  at  Laguna  Pierro  near  Nuevo  Casas 
Grandes  on  5 Jan  (DK,  JR). Two  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  in  the  Cruz  de  Lore- 
to area  1 Eeb  (BG).  Eight  Montezuma’s 
Oropendolas  were  somewhat  farther  n.  than 


usual  at  El  Meco,  near  El  Naranjo,  S.L.P  7 Dec 
(MDC).  A Scrub  Euphonia  in  Singayta  road. 
Nay.  19  Jan  was  at  somewhat  low  elevation 
(ESB,  DMc). 

Contributors:  Juan  Francisco  Anchondo  Gar- 
cia, Carol  Beardmore,  William  Beaty,  Edward 
S.  Brinkley,  Ena  Mildred  Buenfil  Zamudio, 
Michael  D.  Carmody  Pernando  Cerra,  Javier 
Cruz,  Scott  Dieni,  Steve  Ganley  Brian  Gib- 
bons, Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Ricardo  Guerra 
de  la  Garza,  Antonio  Hidalgo,  William  Howe, 
Marshall  j.  Iliff,  Stephanie  Jones,  Dave 
Krueper,  Refugio  Loya  Loya,  David  McKay 
(DMc),  David  Mehlman,  Jesus  David  Montes 
Arrieta,  Jim  Nelson-Moore,  Sandra  Luz 
Ramos  Robles,  Janet  Ruth,  Magdalena  Salinas, 
Scott  Schuette,  Darlene  Smythe,  FranciscoV- 
aldes  Perezgasga,  Alfredo  Villalobos  Jauregui, 
William  West,  Rick  Wright. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


DUCKS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Fourteen  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  on 
Laguna  San  Bernandino,  Pue.  8 Dec  2006, 
well  above  normal  elevation  (AM,  JM).  A 
male  Wood  Duck  was  at  Rancho  Primavera 
(town  of  El  Tuito),  Jal.  7 & 11  Jan  (ph.  MJI, 
ph.  AMcD).  Waterbirds  at  Presa  Cajon  de 
Pena,  Jal.  7 Jan  included  100  Lesser  Scaup,  a 
female  Ring-necked  Duck,  and  50  Eared 
Grebes,  along  with  15  Laughing  Gulls,  the 
latter  surprisingly  far  inland  (MJI).  Three 
Crested  Guans  were  well  seen  near  Bioto,  Jal. 
9 Jan  (MJI).  Three  Bearded  Wood-Partridge 
choruses  were  heard  along  the  Hueyapa  rd. 
exiting  the  n.  edge  of  Tlanchinol,  Hgo.  21-22 
Feb  (BG,  DT). 

Several  Brown  Pelicans  seen  along  Rio 
Coatzacoalcos  near  Pena  Blanca,  Ver.  21-22 
Jan  2007  were  well  inland  of  normal  range 
(AM,  JM).  There  was  only  one  American 
White  Pelican  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimil- 
co,  D.E  21  Dec  (RW)  but  120  there  24  Jan 
(RW,  AMH,  HGdS) — and  only  a few  Great 
Egrets  there  21  Dec  (RW),  whereas  there  had 
been  more  than  50  all  summer  and  again  24 
Jan,  a reversal  of  the  usual  pattern  (the 
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^ A Cedar  Waxwings  formerly  visited  Mexico  annually  in  winter,  but  for  unknown  reasons,  since  1991  their  irruptions 
J/l  have  apparently  occurred  only  every  other  winter — the  only  exceptions  known  to  us  being  Valdes-Perezgasga's 
records  of  "distinctly  lower  numbers  and  less  widespread  than  usuai"around  Torreon,  Coah.  in  Feb  2000,  Apr  2002,  Mar/Apr 
2004,  and  Mar/Apr  2006.  A possible  clue  to  explain  the  every-other-year  pattern  is  Valdes-Perezgasga's  observation  that  since 
1 992,  American  Robins  have  not  shown  up  around  Torreon  except  m winters  with  abundant  waxwings.  Perhaps  the  alternate- 
year  pattern  is  a result  of  low  berry  availability  north  of  Mexico  in  "even"  years.  Arctostaphylos  polifoUa  is  an  abundant  tree 
along  sidewalks  and  median  strips  in  the  Torreon  area,  and  it  produces  berries  all  winter.  Mulberry  trees  (Mom  spp.)  are  also 
very  common  and  produce  large  berry  loads  in  Mar/Apr.  Waxwings  and  robins  tend  to  congregate  around  these  trees,  as  well 
as  fruiting  F/cus. 

The  earliest  reported  Cedar  Waxwings  outside  of  Baja  California  this  season  was  4 Dec  at  the  campus  of  the  Institute  Tec- 
noiogico  de  La  Laguna,  Torreon  (this  date  is  roughly  the  midpoint  of  their  usual  arrival  dates  in  the  area — 24  Nov  through  1 1 
Dec — at  least  as  noted  1 983-1 985  and  1 992-2007).  The  earliest  waxwings  reported  in  cen.  Mexico  was  a flock  of  8 in  Mexi- 
co City  14  Dec  (Gerardo  del  Olmo).  However,  Christmas  counts  and  the  Ornitol6gicas_de_Mexico  listserv  show  that  the 
species  did  not  show  up  in  numbers  anywhere  else  until  23-30  Dec. 


species  is  typically  a winter  visitor  to  D.E  with 
only  rare  summering  individuals).  There  were 
20  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  at  Bosque  de 
Aragon,  D.E  30  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV). 

An  imm.  Snail  Kite  was  near  Cruz  de  Lore- 
to, Jal.  7 Jan  (Mjl,  ph.).  A pair  of  ad.  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  at  Barque  Ecologico 
Xochimilco  19  Jan  (GdO,  ph.)  made  a first 
record  for  D.E  A Peregrine  Eal- 
con  was  at  Xola  and 
Coyoacan,  D.E  22  Eeb 
(HGdS).  An  imm.  Broad- 
winged Hawk  was  at  Rancho 
Primavera  near  El  Tuito,  Jal.  7 
Jan,  and  an  ad.  was  there  8 Jan 
(MJl).  A Limpkin  was  heard  at 
Tierra  Colorada,  Gro.  17  Dec 
(HGdS),  and  at  least  4 were 
near  Cruz  de  Loreto  5 & 10 
Jan  (MJL  ph.).  A first-winter 
Eranklins  Gull  was  in  down- 
town Puerto  Vallarta,  Jal.  6 Jan 
(MJI  ph.).  Three  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  were  in  the  Rio  Ameca 
mouth,  Jal. /Nay.  (Mjl  ph.), 
probably  related  to  the  irrup- 
tion in  Baja  California  Sur  this 
winter.  A Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  5 km  off  San  Bias,  Nay. 
was  a surprise  8 Jan  (SNGH). 

A Short-eared  Owl  was  at 
Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  24  Jan  (HGdS, 
AMH,  RW),  Hundreds  of  Vaux’s  Swifts  entered 
a large  chimney  at  Periferico  and  Ejercito  Na- 
cional,  D.E  just  before  dusk  (HGdS).  A Wedge- 
tailed Saberwing  was  at  El  Tajin,  Ver.  17  Jan 
(BE  et  al.).  A Mexican  Woodnymph  was  well 
up  La  Bascula  rd.,  Jal.  5 Jan  (MJI  ph.)  A male 
Violet  Sabrewing  in  Xalapa,  Ver.  18  Eeb  was  n. 
of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  A Smoky-brown 
Woodpecker  was  at  Bocatoma  II,  Tamps.  19 
Eeb,  and  another  was  at  La  Elorida,  Tamps.  20 
Eeb  (HGdS,  m.ob.).  Three  Gray-breasted 


Woodpeckers  were  near  Azumbilla,  Pue.  8 
Dec,  well  n.  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  Rancho  Primavera 
11  Jan  (MJI  et  al.  ph.).  A Gray  Elycatcher  was 
at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  24  Jan 
(HGdS,  AMH,  RW).  Seven  Hammond’s  Ply- 


catchers  in  Xalapa  18  Eeb  were  e.  of  normal 
range  (AM,  JM).  A Dusky-capped  Elycatcher 
was  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  21  Dec 
(RW).  One  Western  Kingbird  was  slightly  n. 
of  its  usual  wintering  range  near  the  coast  in 
Jal.,  about  1.5  hours’  drive  s.  of  Puerto  Vallar- 
ta 30  Jan  (BG).  A Scissor-tailed  Elycatcher 
was  in  the  Cruz  de  Loreto  area,  Jal.  also  about 
1.5  hours  s.  of  Puerto  Vallarta  15  Eeb  (BG).  A 
pair  of  Boucard’s  Wrens  near  Azumbilla  8 Dec 
2006  was  well  n.  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM). 
A White-breasted  Nuthatch  was  at  the  UNAM 


botanical  garden,  D.E  16  Feb  (GdO).  A 
White-throated  Robin  was  at  Desierto  de  los 
Leones,  D.E  26  Feb  (GdO).  An  Orange-billed 
Nightingale-Thrush  encountered  on  the  Ver- 
acruz side  of  Rio  Tonto  was  slightly  out  of 
normal  range  and  below  normal  elevation 
(AM).  A Blue  Mockingbird  was  in  the  D.E  at 
km  33.5  of  the  old  rd.  to  Cuernavaca  21  Dec 
(HGdS,  MPV,  RCP).  Seven  European  Starlings 
were  in  and  near  Parres,  D.E  21  Dec  (HGdS, 
MPV),  2 were  near  Tehuacan,  Pue.  23  Feb 
(RK  et  al.),  and  8 were  at  Bosque  de  Aragon  6 
Jan  (HGdS,  MPV). 

A Colima  Warbler  was  at  the  entrance  to 
the  El  Rosario  butterfly  sanctuary,  Mich.  12 
Dec  (HGdS,  MPV).  A female  Northern  Parula 
was  near  Aquiles  Serdan,  Jal.  30  Jan  (BG),  and 
2 were  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  21 
Dec  (RW).  Two  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  > 
were  at  Rancho  Primavera  9 & 11  Jan  (MJI).  A | 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  in  pine  forest  | 
well  up  on  at  La  Bascula  rd.  10  Jan  (MJI).  A 
Northern  Waterthrush  was  near  the  end  of  j 
Canal  del  Bordo,  Xochimilco,  D.E  12  Feb 
(AMH).  An  Ovenbird  was  at  Viveros  de 
Coyoacan,  D.E  21  Dec  (GdO).  An  ad.  male 
Hooded  Warbler  was  at  Ran- 
cho Primavera  10  Jan  (MJI 
ph.).  A female  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  seen  2 Feb  near 
Francisco  Villa  was  well  out  of 
normal  range  (AM).  A pair  of 
Red-throated  Ant-Tanagers 
was  at  El  Tajin  17  Jan  (JR,  BE 
et  al.).  A Cinnamon-bellied 
Flower-piercer  was  seen  for 
the  first  time  at  Viveros  de 
Coyoacan  21  Dec  (GdO).  A 
flock  of  around  35  Lark  Spar- 
rows was  at  Teotihuacan,  Mex. 

29  Jan  (GdO  ph.).  A female  El- 
egant Euphonia  was  well  de- 
scribed at  El  Tajin  17  Jan 
(G&IS).  A female  Rose-breast- 
ed Grosbeak  was  at  the  UNAM 
botanical  garden,  D.E  26  Feb 
(GdO  ph.).  A Red  Crossbill 
was  heard  5 Jan  flying  over  La 
Bascula,  and  4 large-billed 
birds  were  seen  there  10  Jan  (MJI). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface):  . 
Rafael  Calderon  Parra,  Bert  Frenz,  Brian  Gib- 
bons, Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Gerardo  del 
Olmo,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell  (Wings,  Inc.),  Mar- 
shall J.  Iliff,  Rudolf  Koes  et  al.  (Brad  Carey, 
Rudolf  Koes,  Larry  & Brigitte  de  March,  Reto 
Zach),  Alejandro  Melendez  Herrada,  Amy 
McAndrews,  Amy  McDonald,  Jorge  Montejo 
Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Judy  Radocha,  Glenn 
& Iris  Scott,  Declan  Troy,  Beverly  Wallace. 


This  adult  Double-toothed  Kite  at  Cerro  de  San  Juan,  Nayarit,  Mexico  14  January  2007  furnished  a rare 
state  record;  an  adult  had  been  photographed  at  same  site  in  late  March  2006,  and  courting  adults  were 
observed  here  in  February  2007.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  HowellAVINGS. 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A female/imm.  male  Hooded  Merganser  was 
at  Piedra  Azul  dam  near  Teotitlan  del  Valle, 
Oax.  17-20  Dec  (RA,  EAM,  MG  ph.);  all  lo- 
calities are  in  Oaxaca  unless  otherwise  indi- 
cated. A probable  Singing  Quail  was  heard  at 


This  photograph  of  an  adult  Gray  Hawk  in  Partjue  Estatal 
Canon  de  Fernandez,  Durango,  Mexico  27  January  2007  is 
especially  interesting  because  it  is  the  first  adult  to  be  pho- 
tographed from  this  part  of  Mexico  and  because  its  tail  pat- 
tern and  barred  upperparts  resemble  the  subspecies  found 
from  southern  Costa  Rica  southwards.  Photograph  by  San- 
dra Luz  Ramos  Robles. 

Yaxchilan,  Chis.  2 Dec  (HGdS).  A juv.  Blue- 
footed Booby  was  at  Tangolunda  Bay  24-28 
Dec  (KG).  A belated  photographic  record  was 
received  of  an  ad.  Brown  Pelican  on  the 
Usumacinta  R.  between  Frontera  Corozal, 
Chis.  and  Yaxchilan  21  Jan  2006  (MDC,  ph. 
D.  & A.  Forster);  its  features  closely  resem- 
bled those  typical  of  Pacific  Coast  birds.  An- 
other belated  record  was  of  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  from  the  Lacantiin  R. 
near  Parador  Turistico  Las  Guacamayas,  Chis. 
23  Jan  (MDC).  Two  Solitary  Eagles  were  re- 
ported about  15  km  uphill  of  Paraiso,  Gro.  16 
Feb  (RK  et  al.).  An  ad.  Black-and-white 
Hawk-Eagle  was  at  the  Lacandonia  field  sta- 
tion at  Chajul,  Chis.  19  Jan  (MDC).  An  Aplo- 
mado  Falcon  seen  near  Tuxtepec  18  Jan  was 
away  from  its  mapped  range  (AM). 

Eight  Ruddy  Crakes  were  easily  located  in 
grasses  by  use  of  audio  playback  at  Lancan- 
ja-Bonampak,  Chis.  16  Jan  and  3 more  at  La- 


candonia-Chajul  18  Jan  (MDC).  Two  Scarlet 
Macaws  were  at  Bonampak  16  Jan;  20-1-  were 
seen  at  Las  Guacamayas  17-18  Jan;  and  10-^ 
were  observed  while  at  the  Chajul  field  station 
19-20  Jan  (MDC).  Single  Guatemalan  Pygmy- 
Owls  were  recorded  at  Lagunas  de  Montebello, 
Chis.  21  Jan  and  near  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

22  Jan  (MDC).  A male  Stripe-tailed  Humming- 
bird was  seen  near  Nuevo  San  Juan  Chamula  on 
the  Guatemala/Chiapas  border  21  Jan  (MDC). 
A Plain-capped  Starthroat  was  at  El  Zapotal 
(ZOOMAT),  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Chis.  17  Dec 
(CMC,  FA,  ph.).  Many  Pale-vented  Pigeons 
seen  1-2  Feb  near  Francisco  Villa,  Ver.  were  out 
of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  A Slate-headed 
Tody-Tyrant  was  at  Yaxchilan  2 Dec  (HGdS, 
MPV).  A Gray  Kingbird  was  seen  on  the  Cuyo 
de  Alvaro  Obregon  rd.,  Chis.,  n.  of  Hwy.  186  on 

23  Jan  (MDC).  Two  male  Lovely  Cotingas  were 
seen  at  Bonampak  16  Jan,  and  an  imm.  male 
was  at  Palenque,  Chis.  23  Jan  (MDC).  A Gray- 
breasted Martin  seen  s.  of  Benemerito  de  las 
Americas  17  Jan  was  perhaps  early. 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
Francesca  Albini,  Roque  Antonio,  Eric  Anto- 
nio Martinez,  Michael  D.  Carmody,  Dan  & 
Ann  Forster,  Ken  Gardner,  Hector  Gomez  de 
Silva,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Rudolf  Koes  et  al. 
(Brad  Carey,  Rudolf  Koes,  Larry  & Brigitte  de 
March,  Reto  Zach),  Claudia  Maclas-Caballero, 
Amy  Me  Andrews,  Monica  Perez  Villafana. 


This  Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco 
was  one  of  a pair  seen  there  1 9 January  2007,  providing  the 
first  record  for  the  Distrito  Federal  (Mexico  City).  Photo- 
graph by  Gerardo  del  Olmo. 

There  were  lots  of  interesting  finds  this  win- 
ter, including  the  addition  to  the  subregion  of 
Central  American  Pygmy-Owl  well  identified 
by  voice,  and  a probable  Golden-cheeked 
Warbler  at  Punta  Laguna  in  northern  Quin- 
tana Roo.  In  addition,  there  was  a second 
well-documented  record  for  the  subregion  of 
a Sandhill  Crane,  the  first  record  being  a sight 


This  immature  Broad-winged  Hawk  showed  up  in  a back- 
yard in  the  center  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua  30  November 
2006  and  furnished  the  first  record  for  the  state  of  Chi- 
huahua. Photograph  by  Juan  Francisco  Anchondo  Garcia. 

report  by  Raymond  Paynter  on  Banco  Chin- 
chorro  in  1949.  A Northern  Barred-Wood- 
creeper  heard  calling  at  Chichen  Itza  clarifies 
that  species’  distribution  within  the  state  of 
Yucatan,  and  a Vermilion  Flycatcher  was  new 
for  the  Cozumel  Island  list. 


YUCATAN  PENINSULA 

Subregional  Report  written  by 
Barbara  MacKinnon 


Abbreviations:  R.L.  (Rio  Lagartos);  S.A.C. 
(San  Antonio  Chel,  Hunuema,  Yucatan);  S.F 
(San  Felipe,  Yucatan);  S.K.B.R.  (Sian  Ka’an 
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A pair  of  adult  Black  Hawk-Eagles  (one  tiere)  were  found  1 .5 
kilometers  south  of  Lo  de  Marcos,  Nayarit,  Mexico  4 January 
2007;  one  adult  was  studied  at  the  same  place  17  January 
2007.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell/WINGS. 

Biosphere  Reserve,  Q.  Roo);  V.C.R.  (Vigi'a 
Chico  Rd.,  Sian  Ka’an  Reserve,  Q.  Roo); 
Chunchucmil  (refers  to  the  road  to 
Chunchucmil  located  along  the  inland  border 
of  the  Celestun  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.). 

TiNAMOU  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Few  people  report  actually  seeing  a Little 
Tinamou,  but  one  group  of  birders  did  at  km 
34  in  Calakmul  14  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS, 
HS,  RT).  A flock  of  50-100  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  were  seen  at  Laguna  Silvituc 
12  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Three 
Muscovy  Ducks  were  at  Santa  Elena  3 Dec 
(IN),  and  an  American  Wigeon  was  in  a pond 
behind  San  Crisanto  1 Jan  (BM,  DW),  while 
another  was  in  a coastal  pond  behind  Palmar 
reserve  28  Jan  (AD).  Three  Ring-necked 
Ducks,  quite  rare  in  the  subregion,  were  seen 
in  a roadside  pond  4 km  s.  of  S.F  5 Dec  (SC, 
ER),  and  another  was  seen  15  Dec  on  the  Mo- 
rocoy  rd.,  Q.  Roo  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS, 
RT).  A female  Red-breasted  Merganser  was  at 
Celestun  11  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS, 
RT),  and  another,  or  the  same  one,  was  ob- 
served in  the  area  in  salt  pond  behind  Hotel 
Xixim  23  Dec  (AD). 

A Crested  Guan  was  near  the  parking  lot 
near  the  ruins  at  Calakmul  14  Dec  (KA,  PB, 
BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT),  while  8 were  heard  on 
the  VC.R.  27  Dec  (GG,  GM,  IN).  Two  tour 
groups  enjoyed  views  of  Great  Curassow  in 
Calakmul,  the  first  seeing  a total  of  4 males 
and  2 females  with  2 poults  13-14  Dec  (KA, 
PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT),  and  the  other  group 
seeing  5 males  12  Jan  during  drive  in  and  out 
of  Calakmul  (MC).  Ocellated  Turkeys  have 
been  more  visible  this  year  as  well,  with  2 seen 
9 Dec  at  Chichen  Itza,  where  6 or  7 have  been 
hanging  out  of  late,  according  to  the  locals.  An 
incredible  75  were  seen  in  Calkmul  14  Dec 
(KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Other  reports 
included  3 along  the  V.C.R.  27  Dec;  another  at 
Coba  29  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN);  3 at  Coba  18  Feb 


(IN);  and  one  at  Chunchucmil  5 Jan  (AD). 

An  incredible  50-100  Pied-billed  Grebes 
were  estimated  on  the  lake  at  Coba  4 Dec, 
which  would  appear  to  be  a concentration  of 
migrants  (KA,  PB,  TM,  DS,  JR,  HS,  RT).  An 
American  Bittern  was  sighted  3 km  s.  of  S.F 
21  Dec  (BM,  ER,  WR)  in  the  roadside  savan- 
nah, while  a total  of  8 Jabirus  was  counted 
during  a drive  along  the  Palizada  Rd.,  n.  of 
Hwy.  186  on  Campeche-Tabasco  border  13 
Jan  (MC).  Large  numbers  of  Lesser  Yellow- 
headed Vultures  were  reported  at  two  loca- 
tions within  15-20  km  of  R.L.  6 Dec  and  a 
dozen  at  Celestun  11  Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR, 
DS,  HS,  RT).  However,  there  was  only  one 
sighting  of  a King  Vulture,  in  flight  over 
V.C.R.  28  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN).  A dark-morph 
Hook-billed  Kite  was  seen  from  the  hwy.  near 
R.L.  6 Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,JR,  DS,  HS,  RT),  and 
another  on  the  coastal  rd.  n.  of  Celestun  10 
Feb  (AD).  A White-tailed  Kite  was  seen  11 
Dec  on  the  rd.  from  Uxmal  to  Merida  and  an- 
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other  12  Dec  near  Campeche  as  well  as  along 
the  Morocoy  rd.  (KA,  PB.  BBs,  JR.  DS.  HS, 
RT) — all  of  which  lie  within  the  species’ 
known  area  of  distribution.  However,  one  ob- 
served on  rd.  to  Tekal  behind  El  Cuyo  23  Dec 
was  in  a new  area,  although  the  species  was 
photographed  in  that  area  last  Aug  (AM,  BM, 
RM,  ER,  AR,  MT).  An  ad.  female  Northern 
Harrier,  an  uncommon  late  transient  in  the 
subregion,  was  seen  at  Telchac  Puerto  2 Dec 
(DB);  another  female  was  s.  of  S.F  21  Dec 
(SC,  BM,  BS,  ER),  and  a male  was  seen  in 
flight  the  next  day  on  rd.  to  Tekal  behind  El 
Cuyo  22  Dec  (BM,  RM,  ER,  MT).  An  Ornate 
Hawk-Eagle  attracted  gazes  of  a birding  group 
on  the  rd.  into  Calakmul  12  Jan,  as  it  stayed 
perched  in  one  location  for  seven  hours 
(MC).  Another  group  enjoyed  prolonged 


views  of  a Barred  Forest-Falcon  at  the  aguada 
at  km  20  in  Calakmul  13  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs, 
JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Collared  Forest-Falcon  was 
reported  at  several  locations,  including  Sayil 
10  Dec,  where  a pair  was  seen  in  flight,  and  at 
Uxmal,  a dark-morph  individual,  on  San  Si- 
mon Rd.  the  same  day  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS, 
HS,  RT);  3 were  heard  or  seen  on  the  V.C.R. 
27  Dec;  another  was  at  Coba  29  Dec;  and  an- 
other was  at  R.L.  30  Dec  (all  GG,  LM,  IN). 

RAILS  THROUGH  POTOO 

A Rufous-necked  Wood-Rail  was  at  the  petri- 
fied forest  at  Celestun  23  Dec  (AD).  A juv. 
Spotted  Rail  was  seen  at  Coba  29  Dec  (GG, 
LM,  IN).  About  a dozen  Purple  Gallinules 
were  at  Laguna  Silvituc  12  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs, 
JR,  DS,  HS,  RT),  and  a juv.  with  dark  head 
along  with  5 ads.  were  at  pond  with  a juv.  and 
12  ad.  Common  Moorhens  and  30  American 
Coots  in  a small  aguada  near  Dzonot  Car- 
retero  16  Dec  (BM,  LP).  Approximately  7000 
American  Coots  were  in  the 
Celestun  estuary  23  Dec 
(AD);  and  1000  were  seen  in 
the  coastal  lagoon  at  Sisal  25 
Feb  (BM,  AM,  RM). 

Exciting  news  this  winter 
was  the  2nd  report  of  Sand- 
hill' Crane  on  the  peninsula, 
this  one  an  ad.  located  in 
wet  savanna  7 km  s.  of  R.L., 
where  it  was  photographed 
in  the  early  morning  feeding 
on  a locust  infestation  6 Dec 
(KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS, 
RT).  It  was  also  pho- 
tographed in  same  location 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  (EC,  DN)  and  once 
more  11  Dec  (DB,  EG,  BM, 
GT).  It  was  not  in  the  area  at 
the  end  of  Feb.  This  was  the 
first  confirmed  record  since  Raymond  Paynter 
reported  it  at  Banco  Chinchorro  in  1949. 

Regular  but  rare  on  the  peninsula  were  2 
Piping  Plovers  on  a sandbar  in  R.L.  6 Dec 
(KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Winter  records 
of  American  Avocet  are  not  common  and  so 
are  reported  here:  30  were  noted  26  Nov  at 
Celestun  (EC);  one  was  still  in  the  area  3 Dec 
(EC,  BM,  MM,  RM);  another  4 were  at  Las 
Coloradas  21  Dec  (MT);  and  14  were  in 
coastal  pond  at  San  Crisanto  1 Jan  (BM,  DW). 
A Whimbrel  was  at  Telchac  Puerto  2 Dec 
(DB),  and  20-30  Marbled  Godwits  were  at 
R.L.  6 Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  A 
rarely  identified  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was 
at  Palmar  28  Jan  (AD),  and  50  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers were  at  R.L.  30  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN).  A 
single  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  seen  at  Ce- 


Just  five  kilometers  offshore  of  San  Bias,  Nayarit,  Mexico  on  8 January  2007,  this 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  furnished  a rare  state  record.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G. 
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This  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Rancho  Primavera  1 1 Janyary  2007  was 
in  a part  of  Jalisco,  Mexico  where  the  species  does  not  nor- 
mally occyr.  Phetograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff/Be¥erly  Wsliace. 


lestun  3 Dec  (AD,  EG),  and  another  was  in  a 
salt  pond  behind  Hotel  Xixim  1 Dec  (AD). 

A Pomarine  Jaeger  was  identified  800  m off- 
shore from  Celestun  23  Dec  (AD).  Ring-billed, 
Herring,  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
all  reported  again  this  year,  the  latter  obvious- 
ly increasing,  but  they  are  no  longer  consid- 
ered unusual  for  the  subregion.  Gull-billed 
Tern  seems  to  be  increasing  in  the  area,  and 
one  member  of  a pair  in  mostly  basic  plumage 
appeared  to  be  on  a nest  7 Dec  at  Las  Col- 
oradas,  but  this  was  not  confirmed  (KA,  PB, 
TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  A total  of  20  was  seen  at 
R.L.  30  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN),  and  one  at  San 
Crisanto  caught  a locust  on  the  wing  1 Jan 
(BM,  DW).  Caspian  Tern  is  also  increasing  in 
the  subregion,  with  the  largest  flock  reported 
to  date  being  44  at  Las  Coloradas  7 Dec  (KA, 
PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Forster’s  Tern  is  also 
reported  now  each  winter,  but  still  in  low 
numbers,  with  one  seen  6 Dec  at  R.L.  (KA,  PB, 
TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT);  4 in  same  area  R.L.  30 
Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN);  one  at  Celestun  23  Dec 
(AD);  another  at  Palmar  28  Jan  (AD);  and  6 at 
San  Crisanto  1 Jan  (BM,  DW). 

Mourning  Doves  are  common  in  Yucatan 
but  not  so  in  Quintana  Roo,  where  one  was 
seen  at  Puerto  Aventuras  26  Jan  (BS).  On  the 
other  hand,  White-crowned  Parrot  is  com- 
mon in  s.  Quintana  Roo  but  not  registered  for 
Yucatan;  however,  a possible  flock  of  15  was 
heard  9 Dec  at  Sayil.  A Pheasant  Cuckoo  was 
seen  sunbathing,  with  back  feathers  lifted,  at 
Uxmal  13  Jan  (AD),  and  a Barn  Owl  was 
roosting  in  a pothole  in  a side  road  at  Calak- 
mul  13  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT). 
Also  at  Calakmul,  a Central  American 
Pygmy-Owl  was  heard  calling  13  Dec  along 
the  entry  rd.  at  about  km  35  (RT).  This  report 
constitutes  a new  species  for  the  subregion. 
(The  species  was  previously  reported  in  the 
area,  but  vrithout  the  detailed  voice  descrip- 
tion provided  by  RT.)  Two  Yucatan  Poorwills 
were  calling,  and  one  eventually  was  seen,  at 


Uxmal  9 Dec  on  the  San  Simon  Rd.  (KA,  PB, 
TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT),  and  6 were  seen  or  heard 
V.C.R.  26  Dec,  with  several  seen  at  a farm- 
house along  the  VC.R.  (GG,  LM,  IN).  A pos- 
sible Chuck-will’s-widow  was  found  at  Ce- 
lestun in  Dec  (IN);  the  only  confirmed  record 
for  this  species  is  from  Coba  in  1977,  when 
fresh  feathers  were  found  (BM).  A Yucatan 
Nightjar  was  on  V.C.R.  27  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN), 
and  a Northern  Potoo  was  near  Coba  4 Dec 
(KA,  PB,  TM,JR,  DS,  HS,  RT). 

HUiMlIGBIRDS 
THROUGH  WMWINGS 

At  San  Crisanto  on  1 Jan,  a female  Mexican 
Sheartail  was  seen  pasting  a piece  of  lichen- 
like blue  paint  to  her  nest  that  contained  one 
egg;  the  nest  was  located  in  a bush  that  the  lo- 
cust swarms  had  just  stripped  of  vegetation 
(BM,  DW);  at  Sisal,  a female  was  observed 
feeding  in  the  area  of  her  nest,  which  held  2 
young  nestlings,  located  in  a black  mangrove 
25  Feb  (BM,  AM,  RM).  A total  of  11  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds  were  at  R.L.  21  Dec 
(BM,  MM,  RM,  AM,  AR,  MT),  and  7 were  at 
Hacienda  Tzalancab,  Izamal  10  Feb  (DB,  GT). 
A female  Green  Kingfisher  was  seen  leaving  a 
freshly  dug  nest  tunnel  in  the  freshwater 
mangrove  channel  at  San  Crisanto  11  Feb 
(BM,  RM).  A rarely  seen  Chestnut-colored 
Woodpecker  was  spotted  2 km  n.  of  Botes,  Q. 
R.  28  Dec  (BM),  and  a Buff-throated  Foliage- 
Gleaner  was  seen  13  Dec  at  about  km  52  on 
the  entry  rd.  to  Calakmul  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR, 
DS,  HS,  RT).  A single  Olivaceous  Woodcreep- 
er  was  just  outside  its  normal  habitat  in  the 
mangrove  at  El  Corchito,  Progreso  10  Feb 
(AG).  Even  more  stunning  was  a Northern 
Barred-Woodcreeper  heard  8 Dec  in  Old 
Chichen  (RT),  which  changes  the  known  dis- 
tribution of  this  species,  previously  recorded 


Probably  providing  the  first  record  for  Chihuahua,  this  Win- 
ter Vilren  was  found  by  William  Howe  2 January  2007  (here) 
and  was  subsequently  seen  by  ethers  through  5 February. 
Photograph  by  William  Howe. 

only  from  the  extreme  ne.  and  s.  borders  of 
Yucatan. 

An  Ochre-bellied  Flycatcher  was  observed 
at  Calakmul  13-14  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS, 
HS,  RT),  and  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  still  in 


MEXICO 


the  subregion  as  late  as  5 Dec  on  the  S.K.B.R. 
n.  coast  (WS),  as  well  as  at  Calakmul  13  Dec 
(KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  A female  Ver- 
milion Flycatcher  on  Cozumel  I.  2 Dec  was  a 
new  record  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  Al- 
though Tropical  Kingbirds  are  more  frequent- 
ly found  in  coastal  zones,  they  can  also  be 
found  inland,  such  as  one  at  Chichen  Itza  9 
Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,JR,  DS,  HS.  RT).  Philadel- 
phia Vireos  were  found  14  Dec  at  Calakmul 
and  on  the  VC.R.  16  Dec  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR, 
DS,  HS,  RT).  Fifty  Purple  Martins  were  re- 
turning northward  over  the  Chunchumil  rd. 
10  Feb  (AD),  while  Tree  Swallows  were  also 
early,  with  20  spotted  3 Dec  on  the  coast  at 
Celestun  (IN);  100  were  at  Muyil  28  Dec  and 


Providing  the  first  record  for  Nuevo  Leon  was  this  Cape  May 
Warbler  found  in  San  Pedro  Garza  Garcia,  Monterrey  27  Jan- 
uary 2007;  the  bird  often  fed  at  sapsuckers'  sap-wells. 


20  at  R.L.  29  Dec  (GG,  LM,  IN);  200-300 
were  recorded  12  Dec  from  Champoton;  and 
100  were  on  the  coast  of  S.K.B.R.  17  Dec  (KA, 
PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS,  RT).  The  last  reported 
were  24  at  Chunchucmil  10  Feb  (AD).  Six 
Barn  Swallows  were  migrating  through  on  10 
Feb  at  Chunchucmil  (AD). 

Confirmation  of  new  distribution  informa- 
tion for  Tropical  Mockingbird  came  in  a re- 
port of  their  presence  in  se.  Campeche,  where 
4 were  seen  along  the  Escarcega-Calakmul 
hwy.  and  first  7 km  on  the  rd.  into  Calakmul 
12  Jan  (MC).  Once  more,  European  Starlings 
showed  up  in  Celestun,  with  6 seen  3 Dec 
(BM,  MM,  RM).  A few  were  still  in  the  area  27 
Dec  (AD).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  reported 
from  several  locations  around  the  peninsula 
this  winter,  from  individuals  to  flocks  of  40 
(KA,  PB,  TM,JR,  DS,  HS,  RT;  DB,  GT). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

A potential  new  record  for  the  subregion  was 
an  ad.  male  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  well 
identified  at  Punta  Laguna  5 Dec  but  unfortu- 
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nately  not  photographed  (RT).  Curiously,  a 
less-experienced  observer  reported  one  6 km 
e.  of  the  Chumpon  entrance  to  S.K.B.R.  12 
Feb,  noting  its  very  black  crown  (WS).  Re- 
ports for  rarely  seen  warbler  species  included 
a Worm-eating  Warbler  2 Dec  30  km  sw.  of 
Progreso  (AD)  and  a Swainson’s  Warbler  4 
Dec  on  the  n.  coast  of  S.K.B.R.  (WS).  Reports 
of  wintering  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  are  in- 
creasing, with  one  on  Cozumel  2 Dec,  one  at 
Chichen  Itza  9 Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR,  DS,  HS, 
RT),  and  one  in  Celestun  9 Jan  (DS).  An  ad. 
male  Kentucky  Warbler  was  on  Cozumel  2 
Dec,  and  2 were  seen  13-14  Dec  at  Calakmul 
by  the  same  group  (KA,  PB,  BBs,  JR,  DS,  HS, 
RT).  A Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  R.L.  30  Dec 
(LM),  and  a male  was  seen  12  Feb  in  S.K.B.R. 
(WS).  Blue-gray  Tanagers  are  now  known  to 
be  distributed  throughout  the  subregion,  in- 


cluding the  state  of  Yucatan,  as  made  clear  by 
the  following  sightings:  one  in  Valladolid  5 
Dec  (KA,  HS);  4 at  Tizimin  9 Dec,  with  6 Yel- 
low-winged Tanagers  (IN);  and  2 at  Kinchil  3 
Dec  (DB).  The  only  reports  of  sparrows  were 
2 Savannah  Sparrows  at  Xixim,  Celestun  1 
Dec  (AD)  and  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  R.L.  15 
Dec  (IN). 

EXOTICS 

Reports  of  Eurasian/African  Collared-Doves, 
which  invaded  the  subregion  at  least  as  early 
as  2002,  included  the  following:  one  at  Playa 
del  Carmen,  Q.  Roo  3 Dec  (KA,  PB,  TM,  JR, 
DS,  HS,  RT);  one  at  Progreso  17  Feb-5  Mar 
(BS);  and  one  at  Celestun  23  Dec  (AD).  Sev- 
en Tricolored  Munias  were  seen  20  Dec  at 
Progreso,  near  where  they  were  originally  dis- 
covered in  1993  (AG). 
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Both  birds  and  birders  appeared  to  be  on 
the  move  this  winter.  No  fewer  than  98 
contributors  (an  all-time  high  for  the 
Region)  commented  on  more  than  100 
species  considered  worthy  of  mention  in  this 
season’s  report.  A number  of  species  are  clear- 
ly expanding  their  ranges  in  the  Region,  some 
rapidly,  others  incrementally.  For  some,  how- 
ever, the  question  remains  open  as  to  whether 
they  are  expanding  into  new  areas  or  only 
now  being  discovered  in  places  where  they 
have  been  overlooked  in  the  past.  Unfortu- 
nately, all  too  many  species  expanding  their 
range  are  doing  so  in  response  to  ongoing  de- 
forestation. Two  species  that  are  clearly  on  the 
move  in  Costa  Rica  are  Tropical  Mockingbird 
and  Black-cowled  Oriole.  Wood  Storks  were 
found  nesting  in  El  Salvador  for  the  first  time, 
and  Amethyst-throated  Hummingbird  may  be 
colonizing  Los  Volcanes  National  Park  in  El 
Salvador,  50  km  from  its  nearest  known 
breeding  site. 

Winter  2006-2007  saw  an  irruption  of 
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Cedar  Waxwings,  which  in  recent  years,  at 
least,  have  exhibited  a pattern  of  incursion 
every  other  winter.  Two  other  species.  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  and  Olive-sided  Elycatcher, 
neither  common,  were  reported  more  fre- 
quently in  northern  Central  America  this 
winter  than  typically.  Whether  Gold- 
en-cheeked Warbler  is  expanding  its 
winter  range  (perhaps  a reflection  of 
successful  recovery  efforts  on  its 
breeding  grounds?)  or  is  only  now  be- 
ing documented  in  a number  of  locali- 
ties where  it  had  been  overlooked,  is 
an  open  question. 

Despite  the  abundance  of  reports 
this  season,  none  represented  new 
country  records.  With  this  report,  we 
welcome  Tom  Jenner  as  the  new  El  Sal- 
vador country  compiler. 


was  thought  to  be  of  wild  origin.  It  was  seen 
on  only  one  day  where  LC  conducts  almost 
daily  boat  tours.  This  species,  a casual  winter 
visitor  in  Central  America,  occurred  more  reg- 
ularly in  the  past,  but  this  was  the  first  recent 
Costa  Rica  record  of  a presumed  wild  bird.  A 


Abbreviations:  M.N.C.R.  (Museo  Na- 
cional  de  Costa  Rica);  S.E  (Shrimp 
Farm);  WS.  (Wildlife  Sanctuary). 


El  Salvador's  fourth  Double-toothed  Kite  visited  the  bird  monitoring 
station  at  El  Imposible  National  Park  on  6 December  2006  (here). 
Photograph  by  LetyAndino. 


DUCKS  THROUGH  KITES 

Two  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  on  a 
roadside  pond  near  Altun  Ha,  Belize  30 
Jan  (BF  et  al.)  were  among  the  few 
recorded  in  Belize  away  from  Crooked 
Tree  WS.  On  14  Feb  about  100  North- 
ern Shovelers,  an  impressive  concen- 
tration for  n.  Honduras,  were  at  oxida- 
tion ponds  just  outside  the  city  of  El  Progres- 
so,  Yoro  (DA).  A male  Mallard  seen  15  Jan  in 
the  R.  Tarcoles  estuary,  Puntarmas  (PM,  LC) 


male  and  6 female  Ring-necked  Ducks,  rare 
anywhere  in  Costa  Rica  other  than  the  Tem- 
pisque  R.  basin  in  Guanacaste,  were  at  San 


Miguel  de  Turrucares  in  the  w.  Central  Valley 
19  Dec  (RiG  et  al).  Belize  recorded  its  6tli 
through  9th  Red-breasted  Mergansers  since 
the  first  2 were  recorded  in  Dec  2002.  A group 
of  3 was  at  Nova  S.E,  Ladyville,  Belize  17  Dec 
(LJ,  JB  et  al),  and  another  was  at  Placencia, 
Siam  Creek  21  Feb  (GC). 

A flock  of  17  American  White  Pelicans  fly- 
ing ssw.  over  Copan  Ruinas,  Copdn  21  Jan 
(RG)  were  in  an  area  where  the  species  had  not 
previously  been  recorded.  In  Honduras,  it  had 
only  been  recorded  in  AtUntida  and  from  wet- 
lands on  the  Pacific  coast.  In  Belize,  a group  of 
6 Brown  Pelicans  was  seen  following  the  New 
R.  inland  at  Hill  Bank,  Orange  Walk  27  Jan,  and 
a Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  seen  farther  in- 
land flying  over  August  Pine  Ridge,  Orange 
Walk  on  5 Feb  (both  BF  et  al.).  Both  species  are 
recorded  inland  on  occasion,  but  so  far  no 
strong  seasonal  pattern  of  inland  occurrence 
for  either  species  has  emerged.  A Reddish 
Egret  at  the  Gatun  Spillway,  Colon  10  Jan  (CB) 
was  the  6th  recorded  in  Panama  and  the  2nd 
recorded  from  this  site.  Farther  n.,  7 Reddish 
Egrets  at  Bahia  de  Jiquilisco,  La  Paz  3 Feb  (OK, 
EM,  OB,  CF)  established  a high  count  for  this 
species  in  El  Salvador.  An  Agami  Heron  in  the 
R.  Tarcoles  estuary  22  Jan  (LC,  KEa)  was  the 
first  recorded  from  the  Pacific  slope  n.  of 
Carara  in  20  years  and  one  of  few  for  the  entire 
Pacific  slope  of  Costa  Rica.  A first  for  heavily 
birded  Tikal  N.E,  Petm,  was  an  ad.  White  Ibis 
seen  flying  overhead  15  Dec  (RC,  KE,  CA). 
Eleven  Wood  Stork  nests  found  in  a heronry  at 
Cerron  Grande,  Chalatenango  5 Feb  and  40 
nests  there  12  Feb  provided  the  first  breeding 
records  for  El  Salvador  (ph.  RI,  LQ,  LRod). 
More  than  220  storks  were  counted  at  the  site 
during  an  aerial  survey  20  Jan  (KKr). 

Three  Lesser  Yellow-headed  Vultures  on  the 
se.  shoreline  of  L.  Managua  15  Feb  (NK,  SP, 
JM,  WA)  were  at  an  unexpected  locality  on  the 
Pacific  side  of  Nicaragua.  Four  ad.  King  Vul- 
tures seen  in  the  Honduran  Emerald  Reserve 
in  Olanchito,  Yoro  18  Feb  (RG;  VENT  Tour) 
made  an  unusually  high  concentration  for  this 
area.  In  El  Salvador,  a single  Hook-billed  Kite 
seen  soaring  over  Nancuchiname  9 Feb  (RI) 
was  apparently  only  the  2nd  recorded  in  Usu- 
lutdn.  In  Costa  Rica,  50  female-plumaged 
Snail  Kites  8 Jan  (LR,  OR)  were  at  a recently 
opened  Tilapia  S.F  near  Hotel  La  Pacifica,  8 
km  wnw.  of  Canas,  Gmnacaste,  just  off  the 
Pan-American  Hwy.  along  the  road  to  Upala. 
Although  this  location  is  along  the  flight  path 
for  birds  moving  between  the  two  major  pop- 
ulation centers  at  Palo  Verde  and  Cano  Negro, 
such  an  impressive  concentration  at  a distant, 
recently  created  habitat  illustrates  the  species’ 
ability  to  find  and  take  advantage  of  an  unpre- 
dictable resource.  On  9 Feb,  only  one  female 
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Only  a casual  winter  visitor  to  Belize,  this  juvenile  Common  Tern  visited  Punta 
Gsrda  19-23  (here  19)  December  2006.  Photograph  by  Mm  Bewridge. 


and  5 males  were  around 
these  ponds  0^).  In  Hon- 
duras, many  ads.  and  juvs. 

(number  not  given)  v/ere 
seen  around  L.  Yojoa,  Cortes 
in  mid-Feb  after  several  years 
of  low  numbers  (RG;  VENT 
tour).  At  El  Imposible  N.E, 

Ahuachapdn,  an  imm.  Dou- 
ble-toothed Kite  6 Dec  '(ph. 

LA,  JF,  RJ,  RV)  furnished  only 
the  4th  record  for  El  Salvador. 

ACCIPITEiSTHiOUGH 
SUMMERS 

Near  Cerro  Verde,  Sonsonate, 
a juv.  Cooper’s  Hawk  was  well  seen  as  it  cir- 
cled overhead  27  Jan  (TJ).  There  are  few  doc- 
umented records  of  this  species  in  El  Sal- 
vador. A juv.  Harris’s  Hawk  4 Jan  at  Finca  Pal- 
ma Quemada  1 km  n.  of  Hatillo  between  Que- 
pos  and  Dominical  QZ)  may  have  been  the 
first  reported  from  the  s.  Pacific  slope  of  Cos- 
ta Rica.  Old  winter  reports  from  Panama, 
which  has  no  breeding  population,  suggest 
that  this  may  have  been  a wandering  individ- 
ual in  search  of  new  territory  or  a migrant 
rather  than  part  of  an  undetected  resident 
population.  The  area’s  extensive,  seasonally 
plowed  agricultural  fields  surrounded  by  tall 
trees,  is  similar  to  habitat  found  in  Guanacaste 
where  the  species  is  relatively  common.  Simi- 
larly a juv.  White-tailed  Hawk  4 km  s.  of  the 
R.  Savegre  bridge  between  Quepos  and  Do- 
minical 24  Feb  (JZ),  representing  one  of  the 
few  reliable  records  in  Costa  Rica  outside 
Guanacaste,  was  in  ideal  habitat,  a recently 
plowed  rice  field.  A rare-but-regular  winter 
visitor  in  Belize,  an  ad.  Zone-tailed  Hawk  was 
observed  7 km  nw.  of  Spanish  Lookout,  Cayo 
15  Feb  (BE  LGr,  MH,  JH,  G&IS).  Crested  Ea- 
gle is  rarely  reported  anywhere  in  n.  Central 
America,  so  an  ad.  at  Hickatee  Lodge,  only  3 
km  s.  of  Punta  Gorda,  16  Dec  (IM,  fide  Lj) 
was  quite  a surprise  and  in  an  area  of  s.  Belize 
where  not  previously  reported. 

Not  unusual  in  Belize  but  at  an  unexpect- 
ed locality  was  an  ad.  Orange-breasted  Fal- 
con perched  in  a tree  in  a residential  yard  in 
Belmopan  most  of  the  afternoon  of  27  Dec 
(LJ).  The  nearest  active  aerie  is  20  km  to  the 
s.  near  Blue  Hole  N.E  On  28  Feb,  a dead 
Paint-billed  Crake  with  a crop  full  of  rice  was 
found  at  La  Gamba,  6 km  nw.  of  Golfito, 
Puntarenas  OS,  *M.N.C.R.),  and  a live  bird 
was  seen  in  the  same  rice  field  six  days  later 
(PM  et  al).  This  species  is  seldom  reported  in 
Costa  Rica,  and  these  are  believed  to  consti- 
tute only  the  3rd  and  4th  records  from  the 
Pacific  slope.  Two  Rufous-necked  Wood- 
Rails  were  reported  from  R.  Frio  n.  of  Cano 


Negro  W.R.,  Alajuela  8 Jan  (OR).  This  species 
is  occasionally  reported  from  Costa  Rica’s 
Caribbean  slope,  where  it  likely  occurs,  at 
least  seasonally,  in  small  numbers.  A Uniform 
Crake  observed  as  it  crossed  the  Mollejon 
Dam  road  s.  of  Arenal,  Cayo  on  17  Feb  (BF, 
JH)  provided  one  of  the  few  sight  records  of 
this  elusive  rail  in  Belize.  Belize’s  2nd  South- 
ern Lapwing  made  an  appearance  on  the  Be- 
lize City  shoreline  26  Dec  (RB,  fide  PB). 
Meanwhile,  Belize’s  first  Southern  Lapwing 
remains  at  Crooked  Tree  Village,  where  it  was 
first  reported  in  spring  2004. 

An  ad.  Wattled  Jacana  was  at  La  Gamba,  6 
km  nw.  of  Golfito,  Puntarenas,  20  Feb+  (PW). 
This  species  is  reported  nearly  annually  now 
near  the  Panama  border  along  the  Pacific 
slope.  Establishing  a high  count  for  El  Sal- 
vador were  174  Marbled  Godwits  at  Bahia  de 
Jiquilisco  3 Feb  (OK,  EM,  OB,  CF).  Also  es- 
tablishing a high  count  for  El  Salvador  were 
up  to  4 first-cycle  Herring  Gulls  seen  at  and 
near  the  mouth  of  R.  Jiboa,  La  Paz  3-18  Feb 
(MR.  OK,  NK,  JvD,  TJ).  Six  Gull-billed  Terns 
there  3 Feb  (MR,  TJ)  was  also  a large  number 
for  this  under-reported  species  in  El  Salvador. 
In  Belize,  a Gull-billed  Tern  at  Edenthal  near 
Tres  Leguas,  Orange  Walk  5 Feb  (CL,  BB)  may 
have  been  one  of  2 seen  last  Sep  in  the  near- 
by Blue  Creek  rice  fields.  A first-cycle  Com- 
mon Tern  was  at  Punta  Gorda  19-23  Dec  (LJ, 
ph.  JB,  JU).  This  species  is  a casual  winter  vis- 
itor in  Belize.  And  in  Costa  Rica,  a Forster’s 
Tern  5 Dec  (LG)  at  the  mouth  of  R.  Tarcoles 
was  also  noteworthy.  Rarely  reported  in  the 
interior  anywhere  in  Central  America,  5 Roy- 
al Terns  were  seen  10  Dec  on  L.  Peten  Itza, 
Peten  (RBM),  and  one  was  seen  1 Feb+  at  San 
Pedro  La  Laguna,  L.  Atitlan,  Solold  (RBM,  ph. 
CA).  Five  Elegant  Terns  at  the  mouth  of  R.  Ji- 
boa, La  Paz  10  Feb  (OK,  NK,  JvD)  may  have 
been  earlier  than  usual  migrants;  whereas,  3 
Black  Skimmers  on  L.  Peten  Itza  at  Flores  10 
Dec  (RBM)  represented  the  first  record  for 
Peten  and  for  inland  Guatemala. 
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This  male  Amethyst-throated  Hummingbird  at  Los  Volcanos  National  Park  in  El  Salvador 
1 2 December  was  the  third  captured  there  in  2006.  The  source  of  these  birds  is  a mys- 
tery, as  extensive  field  work  at  this  site  over  the  previous  80  years  had  not  detected  the 
species.  Photograph  by  Vicky  Galdn. 


PIGEONS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Two  calling  Ruddy  Pigeons  at  Cerro  Chucanti, 
Darien  6 Jan  (DM)  provided  the  first  record 
for  this  area  of  Panama.  White-winged  Doves 
are  being  reported  with  increasing  frequency 
in  winter  in  the  s.  half  of  Belize  where  this  sea- 
son there  were  close  to  a dozen  reports.  Mi- 
grants can  be  fairly  common  along  the  cen. 
and  s.  coast  in  Oct/Nov,  but  the  species  typi- 
cally does  not  remain  through  the  winter  and 
is  absent  in  spring  and  summer.  A Caribbean 
Dove  was  heard  in  littoral  forest  17  Dec  at 
Nova  S.E  in  Ladyville,  Belize  in  the  same  spot 
where  one  was  heard  five  years  and  one  day 
earlier  (both  Lj).  This  species  is  seldom  re- 
ported on  mainland  Belize,  and  Nova  S.E  is 
the  southernmost  locality  of  record.  At  Rincon 
de  La  Vieja  N.P.,  sector  Pailas,  Guanacaste,  a 
Violaceous  Quail-Dove  18  Jan  (RD)  was  the 
first  reported  in  recent  years  from  this  heavily 
visited  area.  Although  formerly  occurring  reg- 
ularly in  the  Panama  Canal  Area,  a small  flock 
of  Brown-throated  Parakeets  at  Veracruz  on 
the  w.  bank  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  2 in  the 
mangroves  near  Diablo  Eleights  10  Dec  (KK, 
RM,  DM)  provided  the  only  recent  reports. 

Providing  a first  record  for  Pico  Bonito 
N.P.,  Atlantida  was  a well-seen  Pheasant 
Cuckoo  along  the  ridge  trail  at  The  Lodge  at 
Pico  Bonito  20  Eeb  (RG,  RZ,  BM).  In 
Nicaragua,  a Pheasant  Cuckoo  near  Macueli- 
zo,  Niieva  Segovia  4 Eeb  (JM,  NL)  was  note- 
worthy, as  this  species  is  still  rather  poorly 
known  in  Nicaragua.  Rarely  reported  for  Cos- 
ta Rica  was  a Rufous-vented  Ground-Cuckoo 
at  Hotel  Tierras  Enamoradas  along  the  hwy. 
between  San  Ramon  and  La  Tigra,  Alajuela  31 
Jan  (JZ).  And  in  El  Salvador,  a seldom-seen 
Northern  Potoo  was  observed  in  mangroves 
at  Corral  de  Mulas,  Usiiliitdn  3 Eeb  (OK,  EM, 


OB,  ph.  CE).  Perhaps 
representing  the  north- 
ernmost record  in  Belize 
was  a Lesser  Swallow- 
tailed Swift  heard  and 
seen  over  Eireburn, 
Corozal  5 Jan  (IM,  LJ). 

Two  male  Amethyst- 
throated  Hummingbirds 
captured  at  the  monitor- 
ing station  at  Los  Vol- 
canos N.R,  Santa  Ana  12 
Dec  (ph.  VG)  were  in- 
dicative of  either  an  un- 
usual migration  or  a re- 
markable colonization 
event.  A female  was  cap- 
tured there  in  Nov  (see 
fall  season  report)  but 
was  thought  at  the  time 
to  have  been  a vagrant.  Three  years  of  inten- 
sive monthly  monitoring  had  not  detected 
this  species,  nor  had  avian  inventories  at  the 
volcano  in  1927,  1995,  and  2004.  The  Brown 
Violet-ear  found  at  Altos  de  Maria,  Panamd 
last  winter  was  relocated  at  virtually  the  same 
spot  31  Dec-7  Jan  (TS,  DR,  KA  et  al).  Rarely 
seen  at  Hill  Bank,  Orange  Walk  was  an  Azure- 
crowned  Hummingbird  27  Jan  (BR,  BE  et  ah), 
at  the  n.  end  of  its  range  in  Belize.  A female 
Purple-throated  Mountain-gem  below  the  mi- 
rador  at  Cerro  La  Gaital  7 Jan  (KA,  TS)  was 
only  the  2nd  reported  from  this  locality  in 
Panama  at  the  e.  edge  of  its  range.  It  was  first 
reported  in  Jun  2005.  A male  Garnet-throated 
Hummingbird  was  observed  13  Dec  at  Mon- 
tecristo  N.P,  Santa  Ana  at  1780  m (ph.  JE,  Cb 
OB).  This  species  had  not  previously  been  re- 
ported in  pine-oak  forest  in  El  Salvador.  Ad- 
ditionally, 5 (3  male  and  2 female)  Sparkling- 
tailed Hummingbirds  were  observed  there  12- 
19  Dec  (ph.  JE,  ph.  LA,  CE,  OB),  also  in  pine- 
oak  forest,  and  several  male  Wine-throated 
Hummingbirds  were  observed  nearby  at  1825 
m singing  and  performing  their  U-shaped  dis- 
play flights  to  at  least  one  female  on  15  Dec 
(vr.JE,  ph.  CF,  OB). 

MOTMOTS  THROUGH  MANAKINS 

Perhaps  a sign  of  altitudinal  migration,  2 
Keel-billed  Motmots  seen  24  Eeb  about  15 
km  apart  in  La  Virgen  de  Sarapiqui  and  La 
Guaria  near  La  Selva  QS)  were  in  the  low- 
lands outside  their  known  range,  which  ex- 
tends to  the  Tilaran  Mts.  Noteworthy  for  El 
Salvador  was  a pair  of  Amazon  Kingfishers  at 
R.  Chiquito,  Chapeltique,  San  Miguel  20  Dec 
(ph.  NH).  A male  Acorn  Woodpecker  at  San- 
ta Elena,  Peten  13  Dec  (KE,  CA)  was  only  the 
2nd  reported  from  the  L.  Peten  Itz^ikal  area 
in  several  decades.  One  was  seen  nearby  in 


342 


Jun  2003.  Normally  an  uncommon  winter 
visitor  in  n.  Central  America,  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  reported  in  higher  numbers  * 
than  usual  in  Belize,  with  multiple  reports 
from  all  districts  but  Corozal.  Two  Strong- 
billed Woodcreepers  seen  at  Montana  de  Car- 
mona, 5 km  se.  of  Antigua  Guatemala, 
Sacatepequez  25  Eeb  (AJ)  furnished  just  the 
2nd  record  at  this  site  after  one  was  heard  in 
Jun  2006  (reported  in  this  journal).  In  Pana- 
ma, Thicket  Antpitta  was  only  recently 
recorded  in  Kuna  Yala,  so  one  seen  6 km  n.  of  j 
Burbayar  6 Eeb  OT)  was  noteworthy.  j 

A Rufous-browed  Tyrannulet  was  found  on 
the  Sora-El  Valle  rd.,  just  above  the  village  of 
Mato  Ahogado,  Panamd  7 Jan  (vr.  KA,  TS), 
where  the  species  was  found  last  May.  At  only 
500  m,  a Rough-legged  Tyrannulet  at  Bijagual 
along  the  e.  border  of  Carara  N.P.  3 Dec  QS) 
was  at  an  unusually  low  elevation  and  slightly 
n.  of  its  known  range.  However,  species  typi- 
cally restricted  to  higher  elevations  are  often  re- 
ported from  the  lowlands  in  this  part  of  Costa 
Rica.  Eye-ringed  Elatbills  were  found  on  three 
consecutive  days  in  cen.  Panama:  one  on  Cerro 
La  Gaital  7 Jan  (KA,  TS),  one  on  the  Zamia 
Trail  outside  El  Valle  8 Jan  (KA,  AR),  and  one 
from  the  Canopy  Tower  9 Jan  (vr.  KA).  KA  has 
pointed  out  that  the  species  was  first  recorded 
in  e.  Code  in  the  1990s  by  DR  and  in  2001  by  i 
DE,  not  in  2005  as  reported  in  North  American  ! 
Birds  60:  154.  Three  reports  were  received  of 
individual  Olive-sided  Elycatchers  in  the  low- 
lands of  Guatemala  and  Belize,  where  they  are  | 
seldom  seen  in  winter:  on  the  Tikal  N.P.  C.B.C.  I 
14  Dec  (ph.  KE);  at  Soldier  Creek  along  the  ^ 
Coastal  Road,  Belize  13  Eeb  (CL,  BB);  and  at  i 
Aguacate  Lagoon,  Cayo  17  Eeb  (BB,  CL,  MH).  | 
In  Guatemala,  perhaps  as  many  as  5 Acadian  [ 
Elycatchers  were  at  Los  Tarrales  Reserve,  Su- 
chitepcquez  23  Eeb  (vr.  and  ph.  AJ),  and  2 or 
more  were  identified  there  on  several  dates  be- 
tween 22  Eeb  and  3 Mar.  The  species  has  not  ' 
been  previously  recorded  in  winter  in  n.  Cen- 
tral America;  however,  whether  these  were 
wintering  birds  or  early  spring  migrants  is  an  j 
unresolved  question.  AJ  believed  them  to  be 
wintering,  not  early  migrants,  as  they  respond- 
ed to  playback  and  were  in  similar  spots  over  a 
week  apart.  Migrant  Acadians  normally  do  not  i 
appear  until  mid-Mar,  and  most  songbird  mi- 
grants do  not  hold  territories  and  remain  for  I 
only  a few  days  before  moving  on.  However, 

OK  has  suggested  that  some  Acadian  Elycatch- 
ers may  have  a staged  spring  migration  with 
some  arriving  early  and  staying  one  to  two 
weeks  at  a site  before  continuing  northward. 

A Eork-tailed  Elycatcher,  undoubtedly  a 
migrant,  was  present  20-26  Dec  (OV)  at  La 
Guaria,  Heredia  on  tbe  Caribbean  slope, 
where  it  is  rarely  and  irregularly  reported. 
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Two  Gray-headed  Piprites  were  reported  from 
the  upper  ridge  trail  at  The  Lodge  at  Pico 
Bonito  20  Feb  (RG,  BM)i  This  species  is  rarely 
reported  in  Honduras.  Unexpectedly  far  n. 
was  a well-studied  female  or  juv.  Turquoise 
Cotinga  at  Ensenada  Lodge,'  Abangares, 
Pmtarenas  on  the  n.  shore  Gulf  of  Nicoya  31 
Jan  (RO  et  al).  The  species  has  not  been  re- 
ported n.  of  Carara,  although  it  does  wander 
widely  within  its  range.  La  Ensenada  is 
known  for  attracting  nomadic  frugivores 
(e.g.,  Three-wattled  Bellbird,  Cedar  Wax- 
wing), as  fruiting  trees  abound  there.  On  15 
Dec,  JCG  and  MR  observed  a female  or  juv. 
Bare-necked  Umbrellabird  in  Omar  Torrijos 
Park  above  El  Cope,  Code,  where  there  have 
been  few  previous  reports.  At  a newly  report- 
ed location  was  a single  Long-tailed  Manakin 
heard  calling  at  Cerro  de  Guazapa,  San  Sal- 
vador 10  Feb  (RI).  It  remains  to  be  seen  if  this 
species  is  resident  there,  and  if  so,  whether  it 
is  recently  arrived  or  representative  of  a long- 
present  but  overlooked  population. 

¥IREOSTHiOUGHWAIWINGS 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Belmopan  18  Feb+ 
(PB),  although  the  2nd  for  this  locality  (the 
first  was  recorded  in  Dec  2000),  was  only  the 
3rd  recorded  in  Belize.  A Brown-capped  Vireo 
17  Feb  at  Hotel  Villa  Lapas  just  s.  of  Carara 
N.E  (AD  et  al.)  was  at  an  exceptionally  low  el- 
evation (see  the  Rough-legged  Tyrannulet 
note,  above).  Another  species  not  recently  re- 
ported from  Diablo  Heights,  Panama,  was  a 
Rufous-browed  Peppershrike  seen  in  man- 
groves there  10  Dec  (KK,  RM,  DM).  Follow- 
ing last  fall’s  report  of  3 Brown  Jays  at  Hotel 
Perkin  Lenca,  Morazdn,  2 were  still  present  2 
Dec  (TJ)  and  1 Feb  (vt.  CF,  OB).  At  least  one 
of  these  was  a young  bird  with  a yellow  bill. 
Confirming  that  the  restricted-range  Bushy- 
crested  Jay  is  not  just  a vagrant  at  Cerro  de 
Guazapa  where  it  was  reported  once  before,  at 
least  six  groups  were  observed  there  10  Feb 
(RI).  Two  male  and  2 female  Purple  Martins 
30  Jan  (BF  et  al.)  near  Altun  Ha,  Belize  were  a 
full  week  earlier  than  the  previous  early 
record  in  Belize. 

Around  20  Tree  Swallows  at  Cerrdn 
Grande  10-11  Jan  (ph.  RI,  IV)  lend  support  to 
last  fall’s  prediction,  based  on  reports  from 
Costa  Rica  in  late  Nov,  that  this  may  be  an  in- 
vasion year.  While  these  Tree  Swallows  pro- 
vided the  4th  record  for  El  Salvador,  they 
were  the  first  to  be  documented  with  photo- 
graphs. A Cliff  Swallow  was  exceptionally 
early  5 Feb  (JH),  seen  perched  with  other 
swallows  at  Rio  Bravo,  Orange  Walk.  Previ- 
ously, the  earliest  arrival  date  for  Belize  was 
10  Mar.  Honduras’s  2nd  report  of  Cave  Swal- 
low, follotving  close  on  the  heels  of  7 seen  in 


This  Acadian  Flycatcher  at  Las  Tarraies  Reserve,  Guatemala 
22  February  2007  was  unexpected  because  wintering  is  net 
known  in  this  species  for  northern  Central  America.  Photo- 
graph byAkaro  jsrmilio. 

El  Jicarito  N.W.R.  last  winter,  was  one 
perched  on  a low  wire  near  Marcala,  La  Paz 
25  Feb  (ph.  RG  and  JJe).  There  are  few  re- 
ports of  this  species  from  Guatemala,  so  indi- 
viduals seen  in  Antigua  Guatemala  17  Feb 
and  5 km  se.  at  Montana  de  Carmona  25  Feb 
(both  AJ)  were  noteworthy.  All  three  Cave 
Swallow  reports  were  in  montane  areas  and 
undoubtedly  involved  migrating  birds,  as  the 
Central  American  wintering  grounds  are  on 
the  Pacific  coastal  plain. 

Noteworthy  because  of  its  rarity  in  Panama 
was  a Slate-throated  Gnatcatcher  5 km  n.  of 
Burbayar,  Kuna  Yala  28  Jan  (JT).  A Hermit 
Thrush  reported  18  km  sw.  of  Marcala,  La  Paz 
at  1850  m 25  Feb  (RG,  IG,  JJ,  BM,  H&MD),  if 
confirmed,  would  establish  just  the  2nd  record 
for  Honduras.  Although  it  was  closely  studied. 


no  details  have  yet  been  provided.  Tropical 
Mockingbird  continues  to  expand  its  range  in 
Costa  Rica.  Four  at  1400-m  Las  Concavas, 
Cartago  16  Dec  (RiG  et  al.)  were  the  most  yet 
reported  together  and  at  one  of  the  highest  el- 
evations yet  reported  (the  highest  was  at  1600 
m).  At  least  in  recent  winters,  Cedar  Waxwing 
invasions  have  occurred  at  two-year  intervals 
(2001,  2003,  2005,  and  now  2007).  After  be- 
ing absent  last  year,  this,  the  latest  arriving  of 
all  winter  visitors  in  the  Region,  was  back 
again  in  force.  First  reported  in  San  Salvador 
30  Dec  (OK),  by  19  Jan,  several  groups  total- 
ing more  than  70  birds  were  being  reported  in 
El  Salvador  at  Cerro  El  Pericon  and  R.  Sapo 
(RMa,  TJ),  both  in  Morazdn.  In  Belize,  80  were 
on  Glover’s  Reef  9 Feb  (Z&PW),  and  76  were 
seen  on  Caye  Caulker  the  same  day  0B).  In 
Costa  Rica,  a flock  of  35  was  at  Hotel  Villa 
Caletas  nearjaco  by  18  Jan  (LCh).  About  200 
were  seen  at  Montana  de  Carmona,  5 km  se.  of 
Antigua  Guatemala,  26  Feb  (AJ). 

WARBLERS 

A male  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  noteworthy 
at  Finca  Filadelfia,  3 km  n.  of  Antigua 
■Guatemala,  25  Feb  (AJ).  Both  of  the  rare  Blue- 
winged X Golden-winged  Warbler  hybrids 
were  found  on  their  wintering  grounds  this 
year.  A Brewster’s  Warbler  was  well  studied  as 
it  came  to  a small  puddle  in  the  road  n.  of 
Chan  Chich,  about  3 km  n.  of  the  Cedar 
Crossing  gate,  Orange  Walk  (BZ  et  al).  A male 
Lawrence’s  Warbler  at  the  Tisey  Nature  Re- 
serve, Esteli  22  Jan  (PSo,  PBo)  may  have  been 
the  first  to  be  documented  in  Nicaragua.  The 
first  report  of  Northern  Parula  in  Costa  Rica 
in  two  years  came  from  the  U.  of  Costa  Rica 
campus  in  San  Jose  6 Dec  (LS).  Providing 
only  the  3rd  record  for  El  Salvador  was  a male 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  Montecristo 


C h With  only  four  reports  priorto  fall  2003,  the  globally  endangered  GoMen-chetked  Warbler  was  not  known  to  win- 
«J#iter  in  E!  Salvador.  But  with  greatly  increased  coverage  in  recent  years  (and  perhaps  with  an  increase  in  population 
size  in  response  to  recovery  efforts  on  its  breeding  grounds),  the  number  of  winter  reports  has  steadily  increased.  This  win- 
ter, no  fewer  than  16  Golden-cheeted  Warblers  were  reported  in  E!  Salvador,  most  as  part  of  a range-wide  winter  ecology 
study,  supporting  the  expectation  that  El  Salvador  lies  within  its  winter  range,  individuals  were  found  at  Bosgue  La  Mon- 
tafiona,  Chdatmmqo  10  Dec  (JF)  and  6 Jart  {OB,  CF);  9 were  found  at  Montecristo  N.P.,  SmtaAna  12-19  Dec  (OB,  ph.  JF,  ph. 
CF,  LA);  4 were  at  El  Manzano,  Oiehtenmgo  24  Dec  (OB,  CF,  JvD,  JJ,  ST);  and  a single  bird  was  seen  at  Candelaria  de  ia  Fron- 
tera,  Santa  Am  1 9 Feb  { WR). 

Similarly,  6 Golden-cheeted  Warblers  were  found  at  teo  sites  in  Nicaragua,  where  only  five  previous  country  records  ex- 
isted: 3 were  atTisey-Estanzuela,  La  Garnacha,  f5fe/f'17-18  Jan,  and  3 were  at  Dipilto,  Loma  Fri'a,  Uma Segovia  8-1 1 Feb  (JM, 
PSo,  PBo).  In  Guatemala,  9 birds  were  recorded  in  the  ecology  study  (AJC,  BG)  at  previously  known  wintering  sites,  but  a fe- 
male in  Chelemha  Reserve,  Alta  Wrapaz  25  Feb  (KE)  in  primary  cloud  forest  with  tall  oak  stands,  was  a first  for  the  reserve. 
Honduran  pine-oak  forests  have  long  been  known  as  the  core  wintering  range  for  Golden-cheeked  Warblers,  but  this  winter's 
study,  which  documented  26  individual  birds  in  Honduras  (JvD,  JJ,  ST),  added  a new  locality  on  the  s.  fringe  of  its  range:  4 
were  observed  at  La  Botija,  San  Marcos  de  Colon,  Chsluteca  14-18  Feb.  in  ali,  50  Golden-cheeked  Warblers  were  recorded  in 
the  survey  within  n.  Central  America,  and  another  30  were  recorded  in  neighboring  Chiapas,  Mexico  {Me  OK). 
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N.P  13  Dec  OR  CF)-  Oi'*  the  Caribbean  side, 
where  it  is  seen  more  regularly,  though  still 
considered  rare,  a female  was  observed  1 km 
s.  of  Punta  Gorda  on  20  Dec  (PB,  EB). 

In  Guatemala,  a female  Hermit  Warbler  in  a 
pine  reforestation  area  in  Chelemha  23  Feb 
(KE)  was  a hrst  for  that  reserve.  A Palm  War- 
bler at  Ensenada  Lodge,  Abangares,  Puntarenas 
11  Feb  (RC),  along  with  three  additional  re- 
ports from  Costa  Rica  last  fall,  marked  a good 
year  for  this  rare  winter  visitor  in  Costa  Rica. 
Five  Red-faced  Warblers,  a species  rarely  re- 
ported in  El  Salvador,  were  observed  12-19 
Dec  in  Montecristo  N.P.  QR  CR  OB,  LA).  A 
Golden-crowned  Warbler  observed  in  the 
Montibelli  Private  Reserve,  Managua  23  Dec 
OM,  PS)  was  at  300  m elevation.  This  species 
is  not  common  at  low  elevations  in  Nicaragua. 
The  only  report  of  Yellow-breasted  Chat  in 
Costa  Rica  this  season  was  of  one  27  Feb  at 
Hacienda  La  China,  Sabalito  de  Coto  Brus  OZ). 
Interestingly,  this  bird  had  an  orangish  breast. 
The  distribution  and  preferred  habitat  of  Gray- 
throated  Chat  in  Belize  is  an  enigma.  While 
relatively  common  in  “bajo”  forest  in  n.  Belize, 
it  is  also  found  locally  in  widely  scattered  loca- 
tions in  other  broadleaf  forest  types  through- 
out the  country,  both  in  the  lowlands  and  at 
higher  elevations  in  the  Maya  Mts.  A pair  and 
3 others  in  two  well-separated  locations  of  up- 
land broadleaf  forest  in  the  e.  Cockscomb 
Basin  WS.  29  & 30  Jan  (LJ)  were  the  first 
recorded  from  this  well-birded  locality. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

On  3 Jan,  a Rosy  Thrush-Tanager  was  seen 
and  heard  at  Las  Tumbas  de  Perez  Zeledon  on 
the  ocean  side  of  the  coastal  range  above  Do- 
minical (LS,  LSz),  a new  location  for  this 
spottily  distributed  and  rarely  reported  resi- 
dent. All  previous  reports  in  Costa  Rica  have 
been  from  the  interior  valleys  of  the  s.  Pacihc 
slope.  A female  Scarlet  Tanager  at  Wilson’s 
Landing  near  Punta  Gorda  5 Dec  (LJ)  was  ei- 
ther a very  late  fall  migrant  or  a wintering 
bird.  There  are  only  two  previous  winter 
records  for  Belize.  Also  new  for  Chelemha  Re- 
serve, Alta  Verapaz  was  a male  Western  Tan- 
ager in  primary  cloud  forest  25  Feb  (KE).  A 
pair  of  Flame-colored  Tanagers  at  Cerro  de 
Guazapa  10  Feb  (Rl)  were  at  a new  and  iso- 
lated location  for  this  species  in  El  Salvador. 
With  few  reports  of  Gray-and-gold  Tanager  as 
far  w.  as  Kuna  Yala,  one  6 km  n.  of  Burbayar 
7 Feb  OT)  was  of  interest. 

On  11  Feb,  a male  Slate-colored  Seedeater 
was  seen  in  spiny  bamboo  at  Monkey  Bay,  Be- 
lize (CL),  the  same  site  where  Blue  Seedeaters, 
another  bamboo  specialist,  have  been  consis- 
tently seen  for  the  past  15  years.  Slate-colored 
Seedeaters  also  have  been  recorded  recently  a 


few  km  to  the  sw.  in  similar  habitat  along  the 
Sibun  R.  Another  of  the  rare,  nomadic  species 
that  follow  episodes  of  bamboo  seeding  is  Peg- 
billed Finch.  Soon  after  Chusquia  sp.  bamboo 
came  into  flower  in  Costa  Rica’s  Monteverde 
Reserve,  single  singing  males  were  heard  in 
separate  locations  within  the  reserve  at  ca. 
1500  m on  27  & 29  Jan  (LS).  Thus  far,  this  is 
the  only  bamboo  specialist  that  has  been  re- 
ported, but  others  may  show  up  once  the 
plants  start  to  seed.  On  20  Dec,  a flock  of  40 
Grassland  Yellow-Finches  was  seen  at  The 
Dump,  Toledo  (LJ),  less  than  a km  from  where 
65  were  seen  back  in  Nov.  Adding  to  the  long 
list  of  likely  ship-assisted  birds  that  have 
turned  up  at  the  entrance  to  the  Panama  Canal 
(e.g.,  Great  Tit  last  fall),  and  thus  confounding 
the  issue  of  true  vagrancy  in  the  area,  was  a 


This  female  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  at  Montecristo  Na- 
tional Park  14  December  2006  provided  the  first  photo- 
graphic evidence  that  the  species  winters  in  El  Salvador. 
Photograph  by  Carlos  furies. 

Dark-eyed  Junco  at  Sherman  30  Dec  (DM, 
DeM).  It  was  assumed  to  be  ship-assisted  be- 
cause it  was  so  far  s.  of  its  normal  winter 
range.  This  was  the  2nd  Dark-eyed  Junco  to 
have  turned  up  at  the  Panama  Canal. 

A Giant  Cowbird  at  Clayton  in  Panama  City 
17  Jan  (AA)  was  in  an  area  where  it  is  rarely 
seen.  Black-cowled  Oriole  continues  to  expand 
its  range  into  the  s.  Pacific  region  of  Costa 
Rica,  the  most  recent  record  coming  from 
Bahia  Ballena,  Uvita  22  Jan  (NU).  In  the  past 
three  years,  it  has  been  reported  from  several 
new  locations  as  far  s.  as  Rincon  de  Osa  on  the 
neck  of  the  Osa  Pen.,  perhaps  indicative  of  a 
colonizing  trend.  A few  km  n.  of  the  n.  limit  of 
its  known  range  in  Belize  were  single  Chest- 
nut-headed  Oropendolas  at  Black  Rock  Lodge 
QR)  and  near  Arenal  (CL,  BB),  Cayo  18  & 20 
Feb,  respectively.  Five  species  of  euphonias 
seen  feeding  in  the  same  group  of  mistletoe  in 
front  of  the  reception  area  at  The  Lodge  at  Pico 
Bonito  21  Feb  (RG)  provided  quite  a treat. 
Most  interesting  were  at  least  2 White-vented 
Euphonias,  a species  that  is  seldom  seen  in 


Honduras.  The  humid  forests  of  Pico  Bonito 
N.P  may  be  the  best  place  in  the  country  to 
find  it.  Red  Crossbill  is  not  commonly  report- 
ed in  El  Salvador  or  Guatemala,  so  the  follow- 
ing are  noteworthy:  in  El  Salvador,  5 were  seen 
in  pine  forest  at  Montecristo  N.P  14  Dec  (vr.  JF, 
ph.  CF,  OB),  and  2 were  seen  at  Cerro  El  Cam- 
panario,  Municipio  de  Concepcion  Quetzalte- 
peque,  Chalatenango  6 Jan  (RP);  in  Guatemala, 
2 were  seen  at  Chimusinique,  Huehuetenango 
18  Dec  (AJC,  BG). 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Ken  Allaire,  Angel  Aguirre,  Carol  An- 
derson, David  Anderson  (Honduras),  Lety 
Andino,  George  Angehr  (Panama),  Wayne 
Arendt,  Philip  Balderamos,  Bob  Berman,  Car- 
los Bethancourt,  Jim  Beveridge,  Rigoberto 
Blanco,  Oscar  Bolanos,  Pier  Boudreault  (PBo), 
Erneldo  Bustamante,  Luis  Campos,  Raphael 
Campos,  Leo  Chaves  (LCh),  Ana  Jose  Cobar, 
Glenn  Crawford,  Robert  Dean,  Henry  and 
Mary  Doll,  John  van  Dort,  Adolfo  Downs, 
Kevin  Easley  (KEa),  Knut  Eisermann 
(Guatemala),  Dodge  Englemann,  Jesse  Fagan, 
Dirk  Francisco,  Bert  Frenz,  Carlos  Funes, 
Vicky  Galan,  Irma  Gallardo,  Robert  Gallardo, 
Jose  Carlos  Garcia,  Leonardo  Garrigues, 
Richard  Garrigues  (RiG),  Byron  Gonzalez, 
Leonard  Graf  (LGr),  Chris  Hatten,  Joanne 
Hubinger,  Mark  Hubinger,  Paul  Hunt,  Ricar- 
do Ibarra  Portillo  (RI),  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Tom 
Jenner  (El  Salvador),  Jessica  Jenner  OJe), 
Jorge  Jimenez,  Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Roselvy 
Juarez,  Karl  Kaufmann,  Ken  Kriese  (KKr), 
Nick  Komar,  Oliver  Komar,  Nate  Lehmkuhl, 
Cindy  Lippincott,  Jeffrey  McCrary 
(Nicaragua),  Roan  Balas  McNab,  Paco  Madri- 
gal, Israel  Manzanero,  Romain  Martin  (RMa), 
Esmeralda  Martinez,  Rosabel  Miro,  Alvaro 
Moises,  Darien  Montanez,  Delicia  Montanez 
(DeM),  Barbara  Murphy,  Randall  Ortega, 
Shany  Perez,  Ryan  Phillips,  Leonor  Quevedo, 
Judy  Radocha,  Marvin  Rivas,  Leif  Robinson, 
Olga  Robinson,  Danilo  Rodriguez,  Leonel  Ro- 
driguez (LRod),  Wilfredo  Rodriguez, 
Vladimir  Rodriguez,  Pomares  Salmeron,  Julio 
Sanchez,  Luis  Sanchez  (LSz),  Tino  Sanchez, 
Luis  Sandoval,  Glenn  and  Iris  Scott,  Pablo  So- 
marriba  (PSo),  Jose  Tejada,  Sofia  Trujillo, 
Noel  Urena,  Iselda  Vega,  Ricardo  Velasquez, 
Zoe  and  Paul  Walker,  Pieter  Westra,  Robert 
Zappala,Jim  Zook  (Costa  Rica).  © 
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This  winter  the  Bahamas  hosted  an  ex- 
ceptional number  of  unusual  visitors 
from  North  America,  the  majority  of 
which  were  found  on  Grand  Bahama,  the 
northwesternmost  large  island.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  this  year’s  bounty  was  due  to 
weather  conditions  or  the  presence  of  more 
birders  with  greater  skills.  Extensive  notes 
from  Cuba  were  much  appreciated  this  season! 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

A nine-day  birding  trip  to  Cuba  produced 
some  high  numbers  of  waterfowl  (AK,  WS, 
BHe,  JC).  Thirty-five  West  Indian  Whistling- 
Ducks  were  counted  21  Jan  at  Cayo  Coco 
(Playa  Las  Coloradas  Lagoon  #5),  Cuba,  while 
at  Antigua,  the  maximum  counts  were  of  12  at 
McKinnon’s  Salt  Pond  and  15  at  Jolly  Harbour 
Pools  25  Dec  (SB).  A Snow  Goose  arrived  on 
Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  13  Feb  (AD).  An 
imm.  Ross’s  Goose,  found  at  Reef  G.C.,  Grand 
Bahama  18  Nov,  remained  throughout  the 
winter  (m.ob.).  A Canada  Goose  was  at  Ruby 
and  Reef  Golf  Courses,  Grand  Bahama  16  Dec 
(BP)-IO  Feb  (BH).  A Wood  Duck  was  at 
Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera  13  Dec  (]DW,  RB,  SL), 
one  and  possibly  more  at  Ruby  G.C.,  Grand 
Bahama  17  Dec  (C&BM,  JG),  and  2 at  Abaco 
N.E  16  Dec  (C.B.C.).  A female 
American  Wigeon  arrived  at  Ju- 
bilee Rd.,  Bermuda  24  Feb  (AD), 
and  3 were  present  at  McKinnon’s 
Ponds,  Antigua  25  Dec-5  Jan 
(SB).  Twenty  American  Wigeons 
and  25  Northern  Shovelers  were 
seen  21  Jan  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba, 
along  "with  a few  Northern  Pin- 
tails and  20  Green-winged  Teal 
(AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  A drake 
'Northern  Pintail  was  on  Warwick 
Pond,  Bermuda  9-13  Feb  (DW),  4 
wintered  at  Maillis  Ponds,  Ade- 
laide, New  Providence  (m.ob.), 


and  one  was  on  the  large  pool  at  McKinnon’s 
Salt  Pond,  Antigua  25  Dec-6  Jan  (SB).  Pot- 
works  Dam,  Antigua  produced  3 Ring-necked 
Ducks  (a  male  and  2 females)  4-5  Jan  (SB). 
The  Surf  Scoter  remained  on  Mangrove  L., 
Bermuda  27  Nov-12  Feb  (EA).  The  first  doc- 
umented record  of  Bufflehead  in  the  Bahamas 
was  established  by  a female  at  Ruby  G.C.  IS- 
IS Dec  (TW,  T&JG,  C.B.C.,  m.ob.).  A Hooded 
Merganser  was  found  in  Abaco  N.P.  12  Dec, 
and  2 were  there  16  Dec  (C.B.C.);  3 vAntered 
at  Clifton  Cay  Pond,  New  Providence  (m.ob.). 
Two  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  Banana 
Beach,  Grand  Bahama  15  Dec  (PD  et  al.)  and 
one  on  Harrold  Pond,  New  Providence  17  Dec 
(PD  et  al.)  were  included  in  the  Christmas 
Bird  Counts.  Two  Ruddy  Ducks  were  also  not- 
ed 21  Jan  at  Cayo  Coco  (Playa  Las  Coloradas 
Lagoon  #5),  Cuba  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC). 

A Pied-billed  Grebe  was  seen 
with  chick  at  Parson’s  Road 
Pond,  Bermuda  9 Jan  (PW).  A 
Horned  Grebe  was  off  Smith’s  I., 

Bermuda  20-22  Feb  (PW).  A 
Cory’s  Shearwater  16  km  sw.  of 
Abaco  24  Jan  (EB  et  al.)  was  the 
only  tubenose  reported  from 
the  Bahamas  this  winter.  At 
Guadeloupe,  Levesque  contin- 
ues to  put  in  the  time  necessary 
to  document  the  northward 
movement  of  Manx  Shearwaters 
and  other  seabirds  from  shore 
(Table  1).  A desiccated  Masked 
Booby  corpse  found  at  Cabo 
Rojo  N.W.R.,  Puerto  Rico  22 
Dec  (JR,  PM)  was  a first  for  the 
location.  A Double-crested  Cormorant  at 
Warderick  Wells,  Exuma  Cays  Land  and  Sea 
Park  13  Feb  (BP)  was  the  first  reported  from 
the  park.  A single  American  Bittern  25  Jan 
near  Playa  Larga,  Cuba  was  found  at  a wet 
spot  in  a drying  marsh,  seen  by  two  observers 
(fide  JC).  Darkwood  Salt  Pond,  Antigua  pro- 
duced a Reddish  Egret  24  Dec-3  Jan  (SB),  and 
a Little  Egret  was  at  nearby  Jolly  Harbour 


Pool  25  Dec  and  still  present  4 Jan  (SB).  The 
long-staying  Gray  Heron  was  present  28  Feb+ 
at  Tucker’s  Town,  Bermuda  (ph.  AD).  Six 
Greater  Flamingos  found  in  the  Marls,  Abaco 
in  Feb  were  believed  to  be  birds  that  escaped 
from  an  Abaco  resort  two  years  ago  (fide  AK, 
JB). 

A Northern  Harrier  was  seen  at  Rock 
Sound,  Eleuthera  30  Nov  and  7 Feb  (RB, 
JDW).  Five  Red-tailed  Hawks  in  n.  Abaco  2 
Dec  O&KS)  were  a good  count.  Four  Gund- 
lach’s  Hawk  were  seen  in  Cuba:  a pair  on 
Cayo  Coco  21-22  Jan;  one  at  La  Turba  25  Jan; 
and  one  at  Rio  Hatiguanico  27  Jan  (AK,  WS, 
BHe,  JC).  A Crested  Caracara  was  seen  at 
Bermejas,  Cuba  25  Jan  (WS,  fide  JC).  Five 
Merlins  were  roosting  together  on  Hawkins  I., 
Bermuda  9 Feb  (PW).  A Purple  Gallinule  was 
seen  at  Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  27  Jan  and 


Table  1.  Seawatdi  results  (AL)  at  Fetite-Tarre  Nature  Reetve,  euadetou 

je,  winter  2006--2007. 

SPECIES 

DeMberfi  hrs) 

January  (WJ  hrs) 

Falraary  |175hB) 

Black-capped  Petrel 

1 

1 

Ptemdmma  sp. 

3 

Cory's  Shearwater 

2 

1 

Manx  Shearwater 

261 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

1 

1 

Puflims  sp. 

8 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

1 

1 

Oceanodmma  sp. 

1 

Soto  sp. 

1 

1 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

Stemarim  sp. 

1 

This  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  photographed  5 January  2007  at  the  Riviere 
Salee  on  Guadeloupe.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 

10  Feb  (EG  et  al,  BH),  and  3 were  counted  9 
Feb  at  Pelletan  (Port-Louis),  Guadeloupe 
(AL,  PP,  FD).  On  20  Jan,  an  American  Coot  at 
Roseau  R.,  Roseau  was  the  first  of  its  species 
to  be  recorded  in  Dominica  (ph.  NL).  Limp- 
kins  (8)  were  near  Turiguano,  Cuba  22  Jan 
(AK,  WS,  BHe,JC). 

An  American  Golden-Plover  was  noted  at 
Petite  Terre,  Guadeloupe  15  Feb  (AL).  Two 
American  Golden-Plovers,  3 
Semipalmated  Plovers,  and  2 Pip- 
ing Plovers  were  among  the  un- 
common wintering  shorebird 
species  in  Bermuda  this  season 
(AD).  Six  Piping  Plovers  were 
noted  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba  21  Jan 
(AK,  WS,  BH,  JC),  and  20  were 
on  the  Grand  Bahama  C.B.C.  15 
Dec,  19  at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Aba- 
co 4 Jan  (HC),  and  20+  there  11 
Feb  (EB,  BH,  TW).  An  American 
Avocet  wintered  at  Harrold  and 
Wilson  Ponds  N.P.,  New  Provi- 
dence (m.ob.).  A Solitary  Sand- 
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one  from  New  Provi- 
dence 24  Oct  2003,  4 
from  Grand  Bahama  16 
Dec  2005-9  Jan  2006, 
and  10  from  Abaco  23- 
24  Oct  2006,  and  an  un- 
substantiated report  of  7 
from  West  End,  Grand 
Bahama  14  Dec  2006 
(BH,  EB,  TW,  TG).  The 
increase  in  reports  is 
probably  due  to  greater 
care  taken  by  birders 
now  aware  of  the  possi- 
bility of  Long-billeds. 

An  unusually  high 
number  of  Lesser  Black- 
Rare  in  Guadeloupe,  this  Ring-billed  Gull  was  at  the  RiviCTe  Salee  5 January  2007.  Ptofo-  backed  Gulls  was  re- 

gmph  by  Anthony  Lemque.  ported  from  the  Region 

this  season.  Christmas 
Bird  Counters  found  31  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  on  Grand  Bahama  15  Dec  and  11  Less- 
er and  one  Great  Black-backed  on  New  Prov- 
idence 17  Dec.  A Lesser  Black-backed  was  lo- 
cated at  Cayo  Coco  21  Jan-Feb  (WS)  and 
confirmed  by  AK;  and  one  was  on  Little  Stir- 
rup Cay,  Berry  Is.,  Bahamas  2 Dec  (PB).  On  5 
Jan  at  Riviere  Salee,  Guadeloupe,  Levesque 
counted  5 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  4 Ring- 
billed Gulls,  and  a Laughing  Gull,  for  a record 
number  of  gulls  there  in  winter.  A Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  also  seen  at  Arawak 
Cay,  New  Providence  14  Feb  (ph.  TH).  Two 
Black-headed  Gulls  were  present  1 Dec-28 
Feb  in  Bermuda,  while  a flock  of  12  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  in  Harrington  Sound  Bermuda 
was  noteworthy  24  Feb  (AD).  A Bonaparte’s 
Gull  was  observed  at  West  End,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 14  Dec  (TW,  BH,  EB)  and  at  Brown’s  Pt., 
New  Providence  16  Dec  (CW,  MB).  A Royal 
Tern  was  present  at  Dockyard,  Bermuda 
through  20  Jan  (PW). 


usual  haunts  in  Camaguey  region,  with  90 
parakeets  and  5 parrots  at  La  Belen  23  Jan 
(AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  Ten  Cuban  (Bahama)  Par- 
rots at  Winding  Bay  G.C.,  Abaco  were  unex- 
pected at  that  location  (N&RF).  A Chuck- 
will’s-widow  at  Coral  Harbour,  New  Provi- 
dence was  heard  singing  3 Feb  (CW).  A 
Long-eared  Owl,  extremely  rare  in  Bermuda, 
was  photographed  1 Feb  on  Smith’s  1.  (ph. 
BD).  Two  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  win- 
tered in  Bermuda:  an  imm.  female  at  St. 
David’s  9 Dec-18  Feb  (LO,  TM)  and  an  ad.  fe- 
male at  the  Botanical  Gardens  29  Dec-10  Feb 
(LC,  AD).  Two  Bee  Hummingbirds  were  at 
Bermejas  and  one  was  near  Palpite,  Cuba  25 
Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  Two  Fernandina’s 
Flickers  were  at  Bermejas,  Cuba  26  Jan  (AK, 
WS,  BHe,JC). 

Eastern  Phoebes  were  reported  in  Bermuda 
at  Spittal  Pond  1 Dec-12  Feb  (KR),  at  St. 
David’s  20  Jan  (G&SH),  and  at  High  Point  8 
Feb  (DW).  A Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was 
heard  and  recorded  but  not  seen  at  Garden  of 
the  Groves,  Grand  Bahama  24  Feb  (LM,  BP). 
The  recording  was  played  for  Fr.  Tom  Pincelli 
of  Texas,  who  agreed  that  the  calls  were  those 
of  a Brown-crested  Flycatcher.  If  accepted, 
this  will  be  a first  record  for  the  Bahamas  and 
the  West  Indies;  the  species  is  a rare  but  reg- 
ular vagrant  in  winter  to  s.  Florida.  Up  to  4 
Western  Kingbirds  were  seen  at  Ruby  and 
Emerald  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  throughout  the 
winter  (m.ob.),  and  2 were  at  Clifton  Cay 
Beach,  New  Providence  13  Jan  (TH).  A West- 
ern Kingbird  was  at  Bermuda  Airport  22  Feb 
(DW).  Two  very  late  Gray  Kingbirds  were  at 
Fresh  Creek,  Andros  4 Dec  (ph.  CW).  Now  a 
single-island  endemic,  2 Giant  Kingbirds,  one 
seen  and  one  heard,  were  noted  at  La  Belen, 
Cuba  23  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC). 

White-eyed  Vireos  (2)  were  noted  at  Cayo 
Coco,  Cuba  22  Jan;  and  another  was  at 


A prized  find  in  Bermuda,  this  Long-eared  Owl  was  pho- 
tographed 1 February  2007  on  Smith's  Island.  Photograph 
by  Bobby  Doe. 

piper  at  Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera  6 Feb  (RB)  was 
unusual  for  midwinter.  PD  counted  9 Whim- 
brels  at  Spanish  Wells,  Eleuthera  16  Feb. 
McKinnon’s  Salt  Pond,  Antigua  produced  an 
ad.  Hudsonian  Godwit  on  the  smaller  of  two 
pools  25  Dec,  which  was  joined  by  another 
bird  5 Jan  (SB)  and  still  present  6 Jan.  Seven 
Red  Knots  were  observed  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba 
21  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  A count  of  126 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Green  Turtle  Cay 
18  Jan  (EB,  BHe,  TW)  was  high.  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  have  probably  been  overlooked  in 
the  Bahamas  for  many  years.  Recent  reports 
suggest  that  they  occur  regularly  in  late  fall 
and  winter.  There  are  substantiated  reports  of 


PIGEONS 

THROUGH 

WAXWINGS 

Seven  Plain  Pigeons 
were  counted  in  Najasa 
area,  Cuba  23  Jan  (fide 
JC).  Two  Key  West  and 
4 Gray-headed  Quail- 
Doves  were  seen  at 
Bermejas,  Cuba  26  Jan; 
a female  Ruddy  Quail- 
Dove  was  noted  at  Rio 
Hatiguanico,  Cuba  27 
Jan  (AK,WS,BHe,JC). 
No  Cuban  Parakeets  or 
Cuban  Parrots  were 
seen  in  Zapata  area; 
but  both  were  seen  at 


Hummingbirds  on  Bermuda,  always  rare,  are  often  seen  briefly  and  left  unidentified.  This 
immature  female  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  present  9 (here  31)  December  2006 
through  18  February  2007  in  St.  David's.  Photograph  by  Tony  McWiliiam. 
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This  adult  female  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  present  in  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Bermuda  29  December  2006  through 
10  February  2007  (here  30  January).  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


Bermejas  25  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  Ten 
Thick-billed  Vireos  were  counted  at  Cayo 
Paredon  Grande,  Cuba  21  Jan,  and  a Yellow- 
throated  Vireo  was  noted  at  La  Guira  19  Jan; 
another  was  at  Bermejas,  Cuba  25  Jan  (AK, 
WS,  BHe,  JC).  Single  Blue-headed  Vireos  were 
seen  at  Big  Bird  Poultry  Farm,  Abaco  12  Dec 
(EB,  BH),  the  Retreat,  Nassau  29  Dec  (CW, 
PH),  and  Bahama  Palm  Shores,  Abaco  11  Feb 
(BH,  TW,  EB).  At  Pointe  a Pitre,  Guadeloupe, 
a Caribbean  Martin  seen  14  Jan  furnished  the 
earliest  date  for  Guadeloupe;  10  days  later, 
323  were  in  the  town  center  (AL).  A Cliff 
Swallow,  2 Bank  Swallows,  and  3 Cave  Swal- 
lows (first  report  for  island)  were  seen  at  Port- 
Louis  swamp,  Guadeloupe  4 Dec  (AL,  AR). 
Up  to  7 Cave  Swallows  were  counted  10  Dec 


(EBe)  at  Guadeloupe;  and  one  was  still  pres- 
ent 23  Feb  (AL,  FD),  along  with  300  Barn 
Swallows,  a Cliff  Swallow,  a Cave  Swallow, 
and  a Bank  Swallow.  A highlight  of  the  month 
was  a Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  (first 
for  Guadeloupe)  found  at  Gaschet  Res.  9 Feb 
(AL,  PP);  another  was  seen  at  Ste.  Anne  19-21 
Feb  (AL,  AR,  EBe). 

LM  and  BP  found  4 Brown-headed  (Ba- 
hama) Nuthatches  on  Owl  Hole  Rd.,  Grand 
Bahama  24  Feb.  One  of  the  rarest  Cuban  en- 
demics, 2 Zapata  Wrens  were  found  at  Rio  Ha- 
tiguanico  27  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BH,  JC).  About  8 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  wintered  in  Bermuda 
(AD).  An  Eastern  Bluebird  photographed  near 
High  Rock,  Grand  Bahama  24  Feb  provided 
the  first  confirmed  record  for  the  Bahamas  (ph. 


LM,  BP).  Two  Northern  Mockingbirds  were  re- 
ported in  Bermuda  at  Boaz  I,  and  in  Somerset 
(both  PH).  Pearly-eyed  Thrashers  are  vagrants 
in  the  n.  Bahamas,  so  single  birds  at  the  Re- 
treat, Nassau  15  & 29  Jan  (CW,  L&JD,  PM) 
and  a pair  at  St.  Augustine’s  Monastery  26-27 
Feb  (PD,  ph.  TH,  NMc)  were  unusual. 

A Cedar  Waxwing  at  Rock  Sound  8 Feb  (RB) 
preceded  a large  incursion;  50+  were  found  at 
Shannon  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  20-27  Feb  (SR, 
m.  ob.)  and  15-20  at  St.  Augustine’s  Monastery, 
Nassau  26  Feb  (PD,  TH,  NMc);  4 were  at  La 
Guira,  Cuba  19  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

Among  more  than  20  species  of  warbler  win- 
tering in  Bermuda  were  a Blue-winged  War- 
bler seen  14  Jan  Talbot  Estate  (AD)  and  a 
Nashville  Warbler  at  Lagoon  Park  4 Feb 
(DW).  A male  Golden-winged  Warbler  seen 
1 Jan  and  again  in  the  same  area  near 
Wallings  Res.,  Antigua  5 Jan  (SB)  provided 
one  of  the  few  reports  of  this  species  in  the 
Lesser  Antilles.  Two  Tennessee  Warblers  were 
at  La  Guira,  Cuba  19  Jan;  the  species  appar- 
ently overwinters  in  small  numbers  in  Pinar 
del  Rio  Province  (AK,  WS,  BHe,  JC).  An  Or- 


Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  previously  unconfirmed 
in  Guadeloupe,  was  photographed  for  the  first  time  9 Feb- 
ruary 2007  at  Gaschet  Reservoir.  Photograph  by  Anthony 
Levesque. 

ange-crowned  Warbler  in  Marsh  Harbour, 
Abaco  2 Dec  O&KS)  was  a good  find.  A 
Nashville  Warbler  was  netted  at  Rock  Sound 
1 Feb  QDW,  JW,  RB).  A male  Kirtland’s  War- 
bler was  near  Hole-in-the-Wall,  Abaco  2 Jan 
(BHs,  MH,  BS,  JP).  Barbuda  produced  2 Yel- 
low-rumped  Warblers,  as  well  as  good  num- 
bers of  Barbuda  Warbler  5 Jan  (SB).  Three 
Swainson’s  Warblers  were  recaptured  (2  from 
this  winter,  one  from  last  winter)  at  Rock 
Sound,  Eleuthera  3/4  Feb,  confirming  that 
they  winter  on  the  island  (K.W.R.T.P.). 
Guadeloupe’s  Port-Louis  swamp  produced  a 
Northern  Parula,  a Cape  May  Warbler,  4 
Prairie  Warblers,  3 Black-and-white  War- 
blers, 2 American  Redstarts,  5 Prothonotary 
Warblers,  an  Ovenbircl,  and  37  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  4 Dec  (AL,  AR).  On  27  Dec,  SB 
found  a Worm-eating  Warbler  and  again  on  1 


Q A On  27  Dec,  SB  took  the  trail  up  the  rocky  slope  adjacent  to  the  overflow  on  the  Wallings  Res.,  over  the  stone-lined 
«i5  #4  stream  bed,  and  up  the  slope  towards  the  crossroads  of  trails  at  the  top  of  the  ridge.  At  about  SO  m short  of  the  top 
of  the  ridge,  he  came  across  a group  of  thrashers  feeding  high  up  in  the  canopy.  He  pished  to  get  them  closer.  A bird  flew  onto 
a branch  about  7 m ahead — not  one  of  the  thrashers  but  a Brown  Trembler!  He  noted  the  following  in  field  notes:  'The 
bird  had  a dark  gray,  decurved  bill.  The  head  was  dark  gray.  The  eye  was  a yellow-orange  color.  Upper  parts  were  a warm 
chestnut  brown,  and  underparts  a sandy  brown.  The  bird  frequently  drooped  its  wings,  and  cocked  its  tail,  as  well  as  giving 
its  distinctive  tremble.  The  warm  brown  tones  of  the  upperparts,  the  coloration  of  the  underparts,  and  the  eye  color  elimi- 
nated Gray  Trembler."  He  saw  the  bird  on  three  subsequent  occasions  in  the  same  area  1 , 3,  & 4 Jan.  On  4 Jan,  it  (or  another) 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  trail,  next  to  the  reservoir  overflow. 

There  have  been  other  reports  of  trembler  from  Antigua,  dated  Feb  1976  (Holland  and  Williams  1978,  American  Birds  32: 
1095-1105),  which  Bond  (1980)  dismissed  as  for  tack  of  details,  and  from  a more  recent  report  by  BHa  from  2005,  with  more 
detail.  Brown  Trembler  is  resident  on  islands  (Saba  and  St.  Kitts)  located  w.  and  slightly  s.  of  Antigua's  position.  This  additional 
detailed  occurrence  should  provide  strong  suspicion  that  the  trembler  is  not  a vagrant  but  an  overlooked,  albeit  secretive  and 
rare  resident  on  Antigua. 
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The  first  Cave  Swallows  for  Guadeloupe  were  present  from  4 (here  25)  December  2006 
through  23  February  2007  at  Port-Louis  Swamp.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Le¥esque. 


Jan  on  the  other  side  of  the  ridge  above 
Wallings  Res.,  Antigua,  where  he  also  record- 
ed an  Ovenbird  and  an  Antillean  Euphonia. 

Two  Swamp  Sparrows  at  Angel  Fish  Ft., 
Abaco  11  Dec  (vt.  EB,  BH)  were  most  unusu- 
al; there  is  only  one  previous  substantiated 
record  of  this  species  in  the  Bahamas.  Two  Za- 
pata Sparrows  were  found  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba 
20-21  Jan  (AK,  WS,  BHe,JC).  A Snow  Bunting 
was  discovered  on  Castle  I.,  Bermuda  17  Dec 


OM,  LM).  On  the  New 
Providence  C.B.C.  17 
Dec,  introduced  Cuban 
Grassquits  outnumbered 
indigenous  Black-faced 
Grassquits  better  than 
2:1.  A Dickdssel  was  at 
Lukes  Farm,  Bermuda 
17  Dec  (EA).  Five  Balti- 
more Orioles  were  in 
Botanical  Gardens, 
Bermuda  30Jan+  (DW). 
For  the  2nd  year  in  a 
row,  a Boat-tailed 
Crackle  was  found  on 
the  Grand  Bahama 
C.B.C.  (TW,  ph.  NB  et 
ah);  this  one  was  at 
Eight  Mile  Rock  15  Dec, 
16  km  from  Reef  G.C.,  where  one  was  found 
last  year.  Christmas  counters  found  4 Brown- 
headed Cowbirds  at  a cattle  feedlot  in  cen. 
Grand  Bahama  15  Dec  (BP  et  ah). 

Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Paul  Baicich,  Rudy  Ba- 
dia,  Eric  Berthollon  (EBe),  John  Bethell, 
Michael  Boatwright,  Elwood  Bracey,  Noreen 
Brent,  Simon  Buckingham,  Christmas  Bird 
Count  (C.B.C.),  Lisa  Clark,  Howard  Costa, 


Julie  Craves,  Linda  & John  Daniels,  Paul 
Dean,  Andrew  Dobson,  Bobby  Doe,  Frantz 
Duzont,  Neal  & Roxanne  Fitzpatrick,  Erika 
Gates,  Tom  & Judy  Gire  OGi),  Jen  Gordon, 
Bruce  Hallett,  Bert  Harris  (BHs),  Bette  Harris 
(BHa),  Bud  Henning  (BHe),  Milton  Harris, 
Gene  & Susan  Harvey,  Paul  Heidgard,  Tony 
Hepburn,  Arturo  Kirkconnell,  Kirtland’s  War- 
bler Research  & Training  Project  (K.W.R.T.P.), 
Anita  Knowles,  Niels  Larsen,  Samara 
Lawrentz,  Peggy  Macres  (PMa),  Jeremy 
Madeiros,  Leila  Madeiros  (LMa),  Larry  Man- 
fredi,  Gary  Markowski,  Neil  McKinney 
(NMc),  Tony  Me  William,  Carolyn  & Barton 
Milligan,  Predensa  Moore,  Louise  Olander, 
Patrick  Peron,  jenny  Phillips,  Bruce  Purdy, 
Shamie  Rolle,  Alexandre  Renaudier,  Keith 
Rossiter,  Jennifer  Rycenga,  Brett  Scheffers, 
John  & Karen  Schrader,  William  Suarez, 
David  Wallace  (DW),  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul 
Watson,  Jennifer  White  ODW),  Tony  White, 
David  Wingate  (DBW),  Joe  Wunderle. 


Robert  L Norton,  8960  NE  Waldo  Road 
Gainesville,  Florida  32609,  (corvus0486(®aoi.com) 
Anthony  White,  6540  Walhonding  Road 
Bethesda,  Maryland  20816,  (spindalis@verizon.net) 
Andrew  Debson,  117  Middle  Road 
Warwick  P6  01  Bermuda,  (ADobson@warwickacad.bm) 
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Changes  to  a local  chat  list  caused  some 
disruption  to  the  flow  of  bird  observa- 
tions early  in  the  season,  but  the  new 
chat  list  worked  well  thereafter.  A few  obser- 
vations raised  some  eyebrows,  but  photo- 
graphs documented  the  occurrence  of  some 
spectacular  rarities.  Weather  did  not  cause 
much  disruption  to  bird  observations. 

Abbreviations:  H.  (Hawaii  I.);  HRBP  (Hawaii 
Rare  Bird  Documentary  Photograph;  used 


with  image  catalog  number  from  the  HRBP 
file  at  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu);  Hakalau 
(Hakalau  N.W.R.,  Hawaii  I.);  Hanalei 
(Hanalei  N.W.R.,  Kauai  L);  Honouliuli  (Hon- 
ouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  0‘ahu  I.); 
K.  (Kauai  L);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui 
L);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui  I.);  Kii 
(Kil  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  0‘ahu 
L);  Kokee  (Koke‘e  S.P.,  Kauai  1.);  K.P.  (Ki- 
lauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kauai  L);  M.  (Maui  I.); 
Midway  (Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.);  O.  (O'ahu 
!.);  Ohiapilo  (‘Ohi'apilo  Pond,  Moloka'i  L); 
Pouhala  (Pouhala  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
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0‘ahu  L);  Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Har- 
bor N.W.R.,  O'ahu  L);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi 
Preserve,  Maui  L). 

WATERFOWL 

Two  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  remained  at 
Hanalei  Dec-t  (BZ),  and  single  White-fronteds 
were  observed  at  Kualapu'u  Res.,  Molokai  1. 
18  Dec+  (ADY,  m.ob.)  and  Waiakea  Pond,  H. 
Jan-F  (RD).  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  are 
rare  in  the  Region.  Snow  Geese  are  even  rarer. 
One  imm.  Snow  Goose  was  at  Kawai'ele,  K. 
14  Dec+  (DK,  DL,  m.ob.),  and  another  was 
seen  at  Kawai'ele  28  Dec  (DK).  An  imm. 
Snow  Goose  remained  at  Kealia  Jan-F  (MN).  A 
Brant  remained  at  Hanalei  Dec-F  (BZ),  and  2 
continuing  at  the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds  from 
Nov  (MW)  were  joined  by  another  bird  6 
Jan+  (PD,  MW,  MO).  This  3rd  Brant  may  have 
been  the  same  bird  seen  in  Kane'ohe,  0.  17 
Dec  (EV).  Up  to  3 Cackling  Geese  were  ob- 
served at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  Jan-F  (RD,  DL, 
m.ob.),  2 remained  at  Hanalei  Dec+  (BZ),  and 
singles  wintered  at  Kii  (m.ob.)  and  Kealia 
(MN,  GE).  Brant  and  Cackling  Geese  are  un- 
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HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS 


The  first  Tundra  Swans  reported  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  over  the  winter  were  these  two  from  Moloka'i  Island.  The  large  pale 
patches  at  the  base  of  the  bills  indicate  these  Tundra  Swans  belong  to  the  Bewick's  subspecies  from  Eurasia.  This  photograph 
is  from  15  january  2007,  when  the  birds  were  at  Kualapu'u  Reservoir.  Photogmph  by  Michael  Walther. 


common  but  regular  in  the  Region. 

Swans  of  any  kind  are  very  rare  in  the  is- 
lands, so  it  was  quite  an  event  when  2 imm. 
Tundra  Swans  were  spotted  at  an  aquaculture 
farm  on  Molokai  I.  7 Dec  (ph.  ADY,  JF).  The 
bill  pattern  indicates  they  were  of  the 
Eurasian  subspecies,  Bewick’s  Swan.  The  2 
Bewick’s  were  observed  at  various  Molokai 
wetlands  through  5 Feb  (m.ob.),  and  one  was 
seen  at  Kualapu’u  Res.,  Molokai  I.  15  & 16 
Feb  (ADY).  Amazingly,  2 more  imm.  Tundra 
Swans  were  found  at  the  Kauai  Lagoons,  K. 
29  Jan  (ph.  RD,  EV).  These  turned  out  to  be 
of  the  North  American  subspecies.  Whistling 
Swan.  Apparently,  the  2 Whistlings  had  been 
around  for  weeks  before  any  birders  got  wind 
of  them.  The  Whistling  Swans  were  observed 
through  20  Feb  (m.ob.). 

A Gadwall  at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  9 Jan  (RD) 
and  16  Feb-t  (DL)  was  a rare  find.  Northern 
Shovelers  and  Northern  Pintails  are  the  usu- 
ally most  common  migrant  ducks  in  the  Re- 
gion and  usually  provide  a good  benchmark 
for  migrant  duck  numbers.  The  peak  count  of 
shovelers  was  294  at  Kealia  4Jan  (MN),  down 
from  the  previous  year’s  peak  of  359.  The 
peak  count  of  pintails  was  268  at  Kealia  4 Jan 
(MN),  close  to  last  year’s  peak  of  255. 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Two  Black-footed  Albatrosses  were  spotted  at 
sea  off  the  Kona  (w.)  coast  of  Hawaii  I.  6 Dec 
(RB,  DW).  One  Black-footed  was  seen  at  a 
nesting  colony  of  Laysan  Albatross  at  Ka'ena 


Pt.,  O.  11  Feb  (E’V).  Black-footeds  are  rare 
near  Hawaii  I.  and  rare  onshore  on  any  of  the 
main  islands.  A Murphy’s  Petrel  was  pho- 
tographed at  sea  off  Kona  6 Dec  (ph.  RB, 
DW).  A Hawaiian  Petrel  (Endangered)  and  a 
Black-winged  Petrel  were  seen  off  Kona  4 Dec 
(RB,  DW).  Single  Sooty  Shearwaters  were  ob- 
served off  Kona  6 Dec  (RB,  DW)  and  n.  of 
0‘ahu  27  Dec  (TC).  A count  of  at  least  9 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  off  Kona  6 Dec  (RB, 
DW)  is  unusually  high 
for  the  Region. 

A large  imm.  heron 
observed  in  Kahuku,  O. 
in  Sep  (m.ob.)  proved  to 
a Great  Blue  Heron.  The 
bird  remained  in  Kahu- 
ku Dec+  (ph.  MW, 
m.ob.).  Great  Blues  are 
rare  but  regular  in  the 
Region.  Three  White- 
faced Ibis  were  seen  reg- 
ularly at  Honouliuli 
Dec+  (ph.  PD,  MO),  a 
White-faced  remained  at 
Kii  Dec+  (m.ob.),  and 
one  was  seen  at  various 
wetlands  on  Molokai  1. 

Dec+  (ADY).  White-faced  Ibis  are  historically 
rare  in  the  Region  but  have  been  reported  fre- 
quently over  the  past  few  years. 

Laysan  Albatrosses  are  large  birds,  so  there 
are  probably  not  many  raptors  that  would  take 
on  an  ad.  Laysan.  Thus  there  was  some  skep- 


ticism when  a very  large  raptor  was  reported 
eating  a Laysan  Albatross  at  Kilauea  30  Dec 
(CG).  The  identity  of  the  raptor  remained  a 
mystery  until  the  bird  was  photographed  5 
Mar  (ph.,  BZ).  The  photographs  leave  no 
doubt  that  the  raptor  was  an  ad.  White-tailed 
Eagle.  There  are  no  historical  records  of  the 
species  in  the  Region — but  subfossil  bones  of 
White-tailed  Eagle  have  been  found  here. 
Hawaiian  Hawks  (Endangered)  are  reported 
regularly  on  Hawaii  I.,  but  usually  only  1 or  2 
at  a time.  A count  of  7 Hawaiian  Hawks  along 
the  e.  side  of  the  island  14  Feb  (RP)  is  unusu- 
ally high.  We  received  a very  high  number  of 
Peregrine  Falcon  reports,  mostly  from  0‘ahu  1. 
Single  Peregrine  Falcons  were  reported  in 
Waimanalo,  0.  31  Dec  and  3 Jan  (TC).  Two 
Peregrines  were  seen  together  in  Waimanalo 
20  Jan  (TC,  KP),  and  single  Peregrines  were 
seen  in  Waimanalo  23  & 24  Jan  (TC).  Else- 
where on  0‘ahu  L,  singles  were  seen  at  Kii  20 
Jan  (D&AW),  3 Feb  (MO,  RPy),  and  23  Feb 
(PD).  A Peregrine  was  spotted  at  Kealia  4 Jan 
(MN),  and  one  was  observed  chasing  a pair  of 
Hawaiian  Geese  (Endangered)  in  Hawaii  Vol- 
canoes N.P.  17  Jan  (KM). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
PASSERINES 

Single  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  seen  at 
Kealia  4 Jan  (MN),  at  Pearl  Harbor,  O.  17  Jan 
(PD),  and  at  the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds,  O.  14 
Feb  (MW).  Two  Semipalmated  Plovers  were 
observed  at  the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds  5 Dec 
and  14  Feb  (MW)  and  at  nearby  Kii  23  Feb 
(PD).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  seen  at  an 
aquaculture  farm  on  Moloka’i  1.  18  Dec 


(ADY).  These  three  species  are  uncommon  in 
the  Region.  Pretty  good  numbers  of  Bristle- 
thighed Curlews  wintered  on  0‘ahu  1. 
(m.ob.).  The  peak  winter  count  on  0‘ahu  was 
33  on  21  Dec  (TC,  KP).  One  to  3 Bristle- 
thigheds  wintered  on  Moloka’i  1.  (ADY).  A 


These  Tundra  Swans  had  probably  been  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  several  weeks  before 
they  were  photographed  at  the  Kauai  Lagoons  on  Kaua'i  Island  29  January  2007.  The 
mostly  black  bills  with  only  small  amounts  of  yellow  indicate  these  birds  belong  to  the 
Whistling  subspecies  from  North  America.  Photograph  by  Reg  David. 
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Conflicting  theories  about  the  identity  of  a large  bird  observed  on  Kaua'i  Island,  Hawaii,  first  seen  in  February  2007,  persisted  for  several  weeks — until  5 March,  when  this  magnificent 
White-tailed  Eagle  was  photographed  at  Kilauea  Point  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Note  how  the  Red-footed  Booby,  a bird  with  a wingspan  of  1 50  cm,  is  dwarfed  by  the  eagle. 
Photograph  by  Brenda  Zaun/United  States  Fish  & Wildlife  Service. 


It  is  difficult  to  get  good  looks  at  gadfly  petrels  at  sea — and  even  harder  to  get  good  photographs.  This  Murphy's  Petrel  was 
spotted  at  sea  off  the  Kona  coast  of  Hawaii  Island  6 December  2006.  This  species  is  thought  to  be  very  rare  in  Hawaiian  wa- 
ters. Photographs  by  Robin  Baird. 


Least  Sancipiper  was  seen  at  Kealia  14  Feb 
(GE),  and  one  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  at 
Keala  18  Jan  (MN).  Single  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
pipers were  observed  at  Ohiapilo  18  Dec 
(ADY)  and  at  Kii  17  (MO)  & 23  Feb  (PD). 
These  three  sandpipers  are  uncommon  in  the 
Region,  especially  in  winter.  As  many  as  5 
Dunlins  were  observed  around  Pearl  Harbor, 
O.  Dec+  (MW,  PD,  PK,  MO).  Dunlins  are  reg- 
ular in  the  Region,  but  5 is  an  unusually  high 
count.  One  to  3 snipe  were  observed  in  the 
Kahuku  area  of  0‘ahu  I.  Dec-r  (KR  m.ob.).  All 
the  snipe  that  were  seen  well  were  identified 
as  Wilson’s. 

Laughing  Gulls  were  widespread  over  the 
winter,  with  as  many  as  5 at  Kawai'ele,  K.  15 
Feb  (DL).  Two  Ring-billed  Gulls  remained 
around  Pearl  Harbor,  0.  Dec-f  (m.ob.).  Large 


gulls  were  scarce  again  this  winter.  A first- 
winter  Glaucous-winged  Gull  turned  in  to  re- 
habilitators  at  Hanalei  3 Feb  died  within  the 
hour  (BZ).  An  ad.  dark-backed  gull  at  Kilauea 
in  early  Jan  may  have  been  a Slaty-backed 
Gull  (ph.  MWi);  we  are  trying  to  obtain  more 
details  and  a better  copy  of  the  photograph.  A 
tern  at  Kanaha  Beach,  M.  10  & 14  Dec  (ph. 
F&KS)  may  have  been  a Sandwich  Tern,  but 
a photograph  of  the  bird  is  not  quite  clear 
enough  to  be  definitive.  There  is  only  one 
record  of  a Sandwich  Tern  in  the  Region.  A 
Caspian  Tern  was  observed  in  Kaneohe,  O.  14 
& 16  (TO,  17  (EV),  & 21  Dec  (TC,  KP).  A 
Common  Tern  was  seen  at  Honouliuli  6 & 25 
Feb  (ph.  PD).  A Least  Tern  was  spotted  at  Kii 
23  Feb  (PD).  The  latter  three  species  are  un- 
common in  the  Region.  Over  1000  Sooty 


Terns  were  observed  near  Moku  Manu,  a 
small  island  e.  of  O'ahu  18  Dec  (EV).  Large 
numbers  of  Sooty  Terns  were  seen  around 
nearby  Manana  1.  18  Dec-i-  (TC,  m.ob.). 

Mourning  Doves  continued  to  be  seen  reg- 
ularly around  Honouliuli  Dec+  (PD);  one  was 
seen  in  Waimea,  H.  5 Feb  (DL,  LC).  We  have 
received  few  Mourning  Dove  reports  from 
Hawai'i  1.  recently.  A Greater  Necklaced 
Laughing-thrush  was  spotted  at  Huleia 
N.WR.,  K.  14  Feb  (DL).  This  shy  babbler  is 
seldom  reported.  Good  numbers  of  Western 
Meadowlarks  were  seen  in  n.  Kaua'i  1.  by  an 
observer  searching  for  the  White-tailed  Eagle 
9 Eeb  (MO).  We  wish  we  could  persuade  ob- 
servers to  provide  more  information  on  native 
forest  birds.  We  receive  infrequent  reports, 
and  most  provide  no  information  on  the 
numbers  of  individuals  or  other  details.  One 
(possibly  2)  ‘Akohekohe  (Endangered)  was 
observed  at  Waikamoi  7 Feb  (CP). 

Contributors:  Robin  Baird,  David  Bremer,  Les 
Chibana,  Tom  Coles,  Reg  David,  Eric  DeEon- 
so,  Arleone  Dibben-Young  (ADY),  Peter  Don- 
aldson, Gil  Ewing,  Josh  Eisher,  Cindy 
Granholm,  Hawaii  Eorest  & Trail  (H.ET.), 
David  Kuhn,  Dan  Lindsay,  Kathleen  Misajon, 
Mike  Nishimoto,  Aaron  Nedig,  Mike  Ord, 
Rob  Pacheco,  Kurt  Pohlman,  Chuck  Probst, 
Robert  Pyle  (RPy),  Mike  Silbernagle,  Eorest 
& Kim  Starr,  Eric  VanderWerf,  Michael 
Walther,  Dave  & Abby  Watson,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, Mike  Williams  (MWi),  Brenda  Zaun.  Cr 


Robert  L.  Pyle,  1314  Kalakaua  Avenue,  #1010 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826,  (rlpyle@hawaii.rr.com) 
Peter  Donaldson,  2375  Ahakapu  Street 
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SEE,  HEAR  & INSTANTLY  IDENTIFY  BIRDS  ON  DVD! 


“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  inform.” 

— New  York  Times 

“Not  only  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 
interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Library  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field  guides.” 

— Philadelphia  Inquirer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 

America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  I, 
258  species  in  DVD  II,  or  all  505  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mini 
FieldGuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  D\T)  I you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  ^QQ  Qrc 
Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks  and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Limpkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shorebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  Jaegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Pulfms,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers. 


In  DVD  11  you'll  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  ^39  95 
Cuckoos  and  Anis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts; 

Elegant  Trogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Homed  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brovm  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thrushes;  Water 
Pipit;  Waxwings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagem;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

505  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 


VHS  set  of  five  videos  containing  505  birds  $89.96 

VHS  I 116  species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

VHS  H 112  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.95 

VHS  HI  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 

VHS  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  vireos  $19.95 

VHS  V 108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 
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ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 

Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-(-H  per  Order. 


Audubon's  Oriole  (ktmsgmikmmda) 
in  Indiana:  First  United  States  record 
away  from  Texas 


DON  GORNEY  • 6207  CARRINGTON  DRIVE  • INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA  46236-8209  • (EMAIL:  DONGORNEY@YAHOO.COM) 
JASON  LEWIS  . U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE  ■ 24279  STATE  HIGHWAY  S1  • PUXICO,  MISSOURI  63960 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  presence  of  an  af- 
ter-second-year female  Audubon’s  Oriole 
(Icterus  graduacaiida)  of  the  subspecies 
audiibonii  from  Jefferson  County,  Indiana, 
during  late  January  and  early  February  2007. 
The  criteria  used  in  identifying  it  to  sub- 
species, age,  and  sex,  as  well  as  the  larger  con- 
text for  this  record  and  the  issue  of  prove- 
nance, are  also  discussed. 

Field  Encounter 

On  approximately  24  January  2007,  Bill 
Smock  noticed  an  unfamiliar  yellow  and 


black  bird  at  his  feeders  east  of  Canaan,  Jef- 
ferson County,  Indiana  (38.88°  N,  85.25°  W, 
elev.  257  m).  It  visited  irregularly,  so  it  was 
several  days  before  his  wife,  Carol,  and  a fam- 
ily friend.  Dale  Sides,  were  able  to  observe  the 
bird.  In  early  February,  Bill  Smock  identified 
the  bird  as  an  Audubon's  Oriole  (Icterus  grad- 
iiacauda)  by  use  of  a field  guide.  On  6 Febru- 
ary, Jason  Lewis  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  was  contacted  to  confirm  the  observa- 
tion, and  the  next  day,  Lewis  contacted  Gor- 
ney,  discussed  the  report,  and  visited  the 
Smock  home.  Upon  arriving  at  the  Smock  res- 
idence, Lewis  spotted  the  oriole  in  a bare  Sil- 


ver Maple  (Acer  saccharinum)  next  to  the 
house  and  obtained  several  photographs. 
During  the  next  hour,  the  oriole  was  observed 
near  the  house  as  well  as  in  an  adjacent  small 
apple  orchard.  Photographs  obtained  by 
Lewis  and  shared  later  that  day  with  Gorney 
and  others  conclusively  identified  the  bird  as 
an  Audubon’s  Oriole. 

Gorney  visited  the  site  on  8 February  with 
Lewis,  obtained  additional  photographs,  and 
took  detailed  field  notes.  The  bird  was  in  view 
for  approximately  40  minutes  during  this  two- 
hour  visit.  The  bird  was  seen  feeding  at  two  oil 
sunflower  seed  feeders,  foraging  and  resting  in 


Audubon's  Oriole  visiting  a feeder  near  Canaan,  Jefferson  County,  Indiana  on  1 1 February  2007.  Relevant  field  marks  include  the  large 
black  hood  extending  onto  the  breast,  olive-yellow  back  and  rump,  bright  yellow  collar,  and  yellow  underparts.  The  prominent  white 
edging  to  all  remiges  and  the  greater  coverts  indicate  this  bird  is  of  the  subspecies  audubonii.  Photograph  by  Ron  Austing. 
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a bare  Silver  Maple,  and  foraging  in  matted 
grasses  and  cattails  bordering  a small  snow- 
covered,  frozen  pond.  While  at  the  feeders  it 
primarily  perched  on  the  wooden  platforms  to 
feed,  but  it  was  also  observed  feeding  on  the 
ground.  The  oriole  and  the  other  species  pres- 
ent were  wary.  A vehicle  pulling  into  the 
driveway  or  movement  outside  of  the  house 
would  cause  the  oriole  to  fly  away. 

During  the  next  week,  the  oriole  sporadi- 
cally visited  the  Smocks’  feeding  area.  Bill 
Smock  reported  that  it  was  absent  from  the 
feeders  for  one  48-hour  period  and  sometimes 
for  hours  at  a time  on  days  when  it  did  visit. 
The  bird  was  occasionally  seen  flying  towards 
or  at  several  locations  on  the  property,  thus  it 
appeared  to  make  wide  use  of  the  Smocks’ 
110-acre  homestead.  There  are  few  other  resi- 
dences besides  the  Smock  home  in  the  vicini- 
ty, so  the  bird  was  likely  obtaining  food  on  its 
own  when  not  present  at  the  feeders.  Several 
other  birders  besides  those  mentioned  above 
were  able  to  observe  the  oriole  during  the  re- 
mainder of  its  stay.  Wildlife  photographer  Ron 
Austing  obtained  photos  on  11  February  (Fig- 
ures 1 and  2).  The  Audubon’s  Oriole  was  last 
seen  on  15  February  2007  by  Bill  Smock.  No 
vocalizations  were  heard  from  the  bird. 

Physiographically,  the  local  region  is  a 
plateau  of  up  to  330  m above  sea  level  and 
dissected  by  streams  that  may  be  150  m below 
the  hilltops.  Natural  communities  include 
glades,  barrens,  and  mesophytic  forests  asso- 
ciated with  ravines.  The  area  surrounding  the 
Smock  home  is  decidedly  rural  and  undevel- 
oped, with  agriculture  and  natural  vegetation 
being  the  primary  land  cover  (Campbell 
1997,  pers.  obs.). 

Identification 

Audubon’s  Oriole  is  a distinctively  marked 
species.  The  individual  observed  in  Indiana 
was  a large  oriole  with  a black  hood;  yellow 
underparts;  olive-yellow  back,  scapulars,  and 
rump;  bright  yellow  collar  separating  the 
hood  and  the  back;  black  wings  with  white 
edging  on  each  remex  and  the  greater  coverts; 
and  a long,  black,  graduated  tail  with  pale  edg- 
ing on  the  underside  of  the  retrices.  The  hood 
extended  past  the  crown  but  did  not  reach  the 
nape.  It  extended  onto  the  chin,  throat,  and 
breast.  Eye  color  was  black.  The  medium- 
length,  pointed,  and  mostly  black  bill  was 
thicker  at  the  base  and  narrowed  to  a fine 
point.  The  mandible  was  powder  blue  from 
the  base  to  a point  slightly  more  than  halfway 
to  the  tip.  Only  a minimal  portion  of  the  max- 
illa was  so  colored.  The  tips  and  the  outer 
edges  of  the  undersides  of  the  outermost  tail 
feathers  (R6)  were  extensively  marked  with  a 
combination  of  off-white  and  dull  yellow.  The 


Audubon's  Oriole  near  Canaan,  Jefferson  County,  Indiana  on  1 1 February  2007.  The  clean  edge  to  the  back  of  the  hood  and  the 
neatness  and  reduced  size  of  the  breast  spot  strongly  suggests  a female.  Diagnostic  for  a female  are  the  extensive  undertail  spots. 
Photograph  by  Ron  Austing. 


markings  were  most  extensive  on  R6  and  ap- 
peared less  so  on  each  feather  moving  towards 
the  central  tail  feathers  (Rl).  Compared  to 
other  species  present  at  the  feeders,  the  oriole 
was  closest  in  size  to  Northern  Cardinal  but 
was  slightly  bigger  and  bulkier. 

While  several  species  of  orioles  in  defini- 
tive plumage  show  variations  of  yellow  and 
black — e.g.,  Scott’s  (I.  parisorum),  Black- 
cowled  (I.  pwsthemelas) , and  Yellow-backed 
(I.  chrysater) — Audubon’s  Oriole  is  unique  in 
having  a black  hood  and  yellowish  back.  Im- 
matures  of  several  oriole  species  are  yellow 
and  black  but  can  be  eliminated  by  a variety 
of  factors  such  as  body  shape  and  size,  bill 
shape,  wing  markings,  lack  of  hood,  and 
overall  coloration  0ara™llo  1999).  Female 


Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  (Rhodothraupis 
celaeno)  can  be  eliminated  by  differences  in 
wing  and  tail  color,  overall  duller  coloration, 
and  bill  shape  and  size.  The  long,  graduated 
tail  and  the  unique  undertail  pattern  also 
points  to  the  Indiana  bird  as  being  an 
Audubon’s  Oriole. 

Four  subspecies  of  Audubon’s  Oriole  are 
currently  recognized:  audubonii,  dickeyae, 
graduacauda,  and  nayaritensis.  Audubonii  is 
the  only  subspecies  known  to  occur  in  the 
United  States  (Flood  et  al.  2002;  Brush,  pers. 
comm.).  It  also  occurs  in  the  Mexican  states  of 
Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Tamaulipas 
(Brush  2005).  The  remaining  three  subspecies 
are  found  only  in  Mexico  Q^ramillo  1999). 
Flood  et  al.  (2002)  state  that  the  four  sub- 
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I Table  1.  Reports  of  orioles  from  winter  2006-2007  in  the  greater  Ohio  River  Valley.' 


Species 

Location 

Pate  and  source 

Baltimore  Oriole 

McHenry  Co.,  Illinois 

8 February  2007;  P.  Zeller,  IBET  listserv 

Bullock's  Oriole 

Scott  Co.,  Indiana 

1 January-15  April  2007;  pers.  obs.;  IN-BIRD  listserv 

Audubon's  Oriole 

Jefferson  Co.,  Indiana 

approx.  24  January-1 5 February  2007;  present  paper 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Franklin  Co.,  Kentucky 

approx.  14  January-mid-February  2007;  B.  Palmer-Ball 

Scott's  Oriole 

Franklin  Co.,  Kentucky 

early  February-23  April  2007;  B.  Palmer-Ball 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Monroe  Co.,  Ohio 

Late  December  2006-late  January  2007;  V.  Fazio,  W.  Murphy 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Summit  Co.,  Ohio 

17  December  2006;  V.  Fazio 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Franklin  Co.,  Ohio 

December  2006-late  January  2007;  B.  Whan 

Baltimore  Orioles 

Various  sites,  Pennsylvania 

13  birds;  December  2006-February  2007;  V.  Fazio 

Scott's  Oriole 

Cumberland  Co.,  Pennsylvania 

19  February-April  2007;  V.  Fazio 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Williamson  Co.,  Tennessee 

5-13  December  2006;  TN-Bird  Net  listserv,  Jan  Shaw 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Shelby  Co.,  Tennessee 

1 7 December  2006;  TN-Bird  Net  listserv,  Chris  Sloan 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Greene  Co.,  Tennessee 

1 8 December  2006;  TN-Bird  Net  listserv,  Chris  Sloan 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Monroe  Co.,  Tennessee 

7 January  2007;  TN-Bird  Net  listserv,  Chris  Sloan 

species  are  moderately  well  marked  but  they 
intergrade  where  ranges  meet.  The  Indiana 
bird  was  identihed  as  an  audubonii  primarily 
because  the  remiges  and  greater  coverts  were 
boldly  edged  with  white  (Figure  1),  which 
eliminates  all  subspecies  but  audubonii.  The 
nominate  subspecies  graduacauda  resembles 
audubonii  but  is  smaller  and  lacks  white  edges 
on  the  inner  secondaries  and  white  tips  on  the 
coverts.  Determining  the  subspecies  of  the  In- 
diana bird  based  on  size  is  impractical.  How- 
ever, graduacauda  specimens  at  the  Field  Mu- 
seum, Chicago,  were  noticeably  smaller  than 
audubonii  specimens  and  appeared  closer  in 
size  to  Bullock’s  (I.  bullockii)  and  Baltimore  (I. 
galbula)  Orioles.  The  Indiana  bird  was  stocky 
and  appeared  bulkier  and  larger  than  the  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  that  Gorney  had  observed  else- 
where in  southern  Indiana  on  7 February,  the 
day  before  he  observed  the  Audubon’s  Oriole. 
Nayaritensi  is  similar  to  graduacauda  and 
therefore  can  be  eliminated  for  the  same  rea- 
sons given  above  for  that  subspecies.  Dicheyae 
is  the  most  distinct  of  the  four  subspecies,  be- 
ing similar  to  graduacauda  but  larger  and  lack- 
ing white  edges  on  any  wing  feathers  Oaraniil- 
lo  1999,  Flood  et  al.  2002).  Jaramillo  (1999) 
speculates  that  further  study  might  show  dick- 
eyae  to  constitute  a separate  species. 

The  bird  was  identihed  as  an  after-second- 
year  female  by  review  of  pertinent  references, 
examination  of  specimens,  and  evaluation  of 
photographic  evidence.  Juvenile  plumage  in 
Audubon’s  Oriole  is  quite  distinct  from  adult 
plumage,  the  most  striking  differences  being 
the  olive-colored  tail  and  upperparts  and  the 
lack  of  a black  hood,  throat,  and  breast  mark. 
The  partial  Prebasic  I molt  includes  the  hood, 
throat,  and  breast;  the  central  and  possibly 
other  retrices;  and  from  some  to  all  of  the 
wing  coverts  and  tertials.  The  primaries  and 
secondaries  are  not  replaced  and  remain 


brownish  (Flood  et  al.  2002,  Pyle  1997).  An 
individual  after  Prebasic  1 molt  appears  simi- 
lar to  one  in  dehnitive  plumage  except  that 
the  brownish  primaries  and  secondaries  con- 
trast with  the  black  coverts  and  tertials,  most 
of  the  retrices  remain  olive-colored,  and  the 
upperparts  are  extensively  olive-colored 
(Jaramillo  1999;  pers.  obs.).  The  Dehnitive 
Prebasic  molt  is  complete  and  occurs  from 
July  through  September  of  a bird’s  second 
year  (Flood  et  al.  2002).  Because  the  Indiana 
bird  had  no  olive-colored  retrices,  showed  no 
contrast  between  primaries/secondaries  and 
coverts/tertials,  and  had  an  olive-yellow  back 
and  rump,  we  determined  the  bird’s  age  to  be 
after  second  year. 

Although  many  references  indicate  that 
adult  males  and  females  are  similarly  marked 
(e.g.  Sibley  2000,  Pyle  1997),  there  appears  to 
be  one  key  held  mark  and  several  more  subtle 
characteristics  by  which  one  can  sex  the 
species.  Jaramillo  (1999)  was  the  only  readily 
accessible  reference  that  addressed  the  under- 
tail patterns  of  male  and  female  Audubon’s 
Orioles.  The  text  indicates  that  males  have  an 
all-black  tail,  sometimes  with  a small  white 
tip  to  the  tail  feathers.  In  contrast,  the  outer 
tail  feathers  of  females  typically  show  an  olive 
tip  or  extensive  amounts  of  olive.  Other  rec- 
trices  also  may  be  olive-tipped.  We  found 
considerable  variability  in  the  undertail  mark- 
ings of  females  at  the  Field  Museum.  Howev- 
er, every  female  examined  showed  at  least 
some  pale  tips  to  the  outermost  feathers  (R6), 
most  of  them  being  extensively  marked.  Usu- 
ally the  other  tail  feathers  had  pale  tips  as 
well.  The  amount  of  marking  on  each  feather 
decreased  towards  the  central  tail  feathers, 
which  were  often  unmarked.  The  undertails 
of  male  specimens,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
entirely  black  except  in  a few  instances  of 
birds  with  minimal  markings,  usually  restrict- 


ed to  R6  and  probably  noticeable  only  with  a 
bird  in  the  hand.  The  Indiana  bird  had  an  ex- 
tensively marked  undertail,  including  a small 
pale  tip  to  the  central  tail  feathers,  an  indica- 
tion that  the  bird  was  a female  (Figure  2). 

Another  difference  between  the  sexes  that 
is  mentioned  in  most  references  is  that  the  fe- 
males’ upperparts  are  duller  than  those  of  the 
male,  with  the  back  and  rump  appearing  olive 
rather  than  yellow.  The  authors  found  this 
mark  to  be  inconclusive  when  they  examined 
old,  presumably  faded,  specimens,  although 
they  still  found  that  males  were  often  brighter 
than  females.  The  Indiana  bird  had  an  olive- 
yellow  back  and  rump,  another  indication 
that  it  was  a female. 

Field  marks  that  appeared  useful  in  sexing 
specimens  but  that  are  not  well  addressed  in 
references  include  the  raggedness  of  the  mar- 
gin of  the  hood  at  the  nape,  the  shaggy  lower 
hood,  and  the  overall  size  of  the  breast  mark- 
ing (Gorney  2007).  Male  specimens  tended  to 
have  a poorly  demarcated  edge  to  the  hood 
along  the  nape  or  the  back  of  the  head.  The 
edge  was  usually  ragged,  with  stray  black 
feathers  radiating  out  onto  the  back.  Females, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  a fairly  well  demarcat- 
ed edge  to  the  hood  with  few,  if  any,  stray 
feathers.  Male  specimens  tended  to  have  a 
hood  that  ended  with  a large  breast  spot  with 
shaggy  edges  and  black  streaks  radiating  out- 
ward. Females  tended  to  have  a smaller  breast 
spot,  edges  that  were  much  less  ragged,  and 
little  to  no  dense  streaking  emanating  from 
the  breast  spot.  We  believe  that  although 
these  subtle  features  vary,  they  are  useful  in 
sexing  the  species.  This  opinion  is  shared  by 
Alvaro  Jaramillo,  who  indicated  that,  based 
on  his  experience  with  specimens,  most  birds 
can  be  sexed  by  plumage  (pers.  comm.).  The 
Indiana  bird  showed  a well  demarcated  edge 
to  the  hood  at  the  back  of  the  head  and  had  a 
small,  clean  breast  spot  that  lacked  the  ragged 
appearance  of  many  males  (Figure  2).  All 
held  marks  again  suggested  a female. 

Discussion 

According  to  Flood  et  al.  (2002),  Audubon’s 
Oriole  is  known  from  Texas,  Mexico,  and  Be- 
lize, with  a reported  vagrant  from  Puerto 
Rico.  Despite  previous  reports  and  references 
in  the  literature,  the  species  has  not  been  ver- 
ihed  in  Belize  (Bruce  W.  Miller,  pers.  comm.). 
The  single  sighting  in  Puerto  Rico  was  report- 
ed as  an  adult  male  seen  by  two  observers 
near  Ramey  on  12  June  1995.  Details  of  the 
sighting  do  not  allow  for  subspecies  determi- 
nation but  do  point  to  an  Audubon’s  Oriole. 
The  observers  assumed  the  bird  to  be  a for- 
mer captive  because  of  the  great  distance  from 
its  normal  range  and  the  lack  of  vagrancy 
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records  for  the  species  (Bunkley- Williams  and 
Williams  1996). 

Within  the  United  States  there  are  no  ac- 
cepted records  of  Audubon’s  Oriole  outside  of 
Texas  (Brush  2000).  Its  range  in  Texas  appears 
to  be  expanding  northward.  Vagrants  have 
been  noted  well  away  from  the  species’  known 
permanent  range  (Mark  Lockwood,  pers. 
comm.).  A review  of  TexBirds  listserv  postings 
point  to  a number  of  birds  seen  away  from  the 
core  range  including  an  unconfirmed  report  of 
a bird  seen  in  September  2005  in  Angelina 
County,  Texas,  approximately  224  km  north- 
east of  Houston  and  only  96  km  from  the 
Louisiana  border  (Booker  2005).  At  least 
some  individuals  in  Texas  move  or  wander 
seasonally  (Flood  et  al.  2002,  Brush  2000, 
2005),  and  up  to  four  birds  wintered  in  the 
southern-central  Hill  Country  at  Utopia, 
Uvalde  County  in  winter  2006-2007  (M. 
Lockwood,  pers.  comm.).  However,  the  extent 
of  their  extralimital  movements  is  not  well  un- 
derstood, and  indeed  many  details  of  the 
species’  life  history  are  poorly  known  because 
of  its  secretive  nature,  breeding  habits,  limited 
distribution,  and  the  extensive  private  land 
ownership  that  limits  access  (Brush  2001).  It 
is  clear,  however,  that  Audubon’s  Orioles  are 
occasionally  found  during  winter  in  parts  of 
southern  Texas  where  they  no  longer  breed, 
which  provides  some  evidence  of  a migratory 
or  wandering  component  in  the  audubonii 
subspecies  (Brush,  pers.  comm.).  I n 

Mexico,  the  audubonii  subspecies  occurs  along 
the  U.S.  border,  including  in  the  Sierra  del 
Carmen  mountain  range  across  from  Big  Bend 
National  Park  in  the  state  of  Coahuila.  A spec- 
imen was  taken  from  that  mountain  range  in 
1940,  and  pairs  of  Audubon’s  Oriole,  includ- 
ing singing  males,  were  noted  at  elevations  be- 
tween 2100  and  2550  m in  the  same  area  in 
June  2000  (Brush  2005).  Either  these  birds  are 
resident  and  can  tolerate  cold  over-night  tem- 
peratures or  they  move  down-slope  in  winter 
(Brush,  pers.  comm.). 

The  issue  of  provenance 

There  is  no  obvious  outward  evidence  that 
would  suggest  captive  provenance  for  the  Indi- 
ana Audubon’s  Oriole.  The  International 
Species  Information  System  (ISIS),  a database 
of  captive  animals  maintained  by  zoological  in- 
stitutions around  the  world,  contains  no 
record  of  any  Audubon’s  Orioles  in  captivity. 
Indeed,  very  few  native  orioles,  either  species 
or  individuals,  were  held  by  zoos  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Canada  (ISIS).  The  United  States 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  reported  that  no  fed- 
eral migratory  bird  permits  had  been  issued  to 
legally  possess  a live  oriole  of  any  species  in 
the  United  States  (Andrea  Kirk,  Division  of  Mi- 


gratory Birds,  pers.  comm.).  However,  Eduar- 
do E.  Inigo-Elias,  an  expert  on  the  North 
American  caged-bird  trade,  currently  em- 
ployed by  the  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology,  in- 
dicated that  orioles,  including  Audubon’s,  are 
indeed  part  of  the  caged-bird  trade  in  Mexico. 
While  passerines  are  smuggled  into  the  United 
States,  psittacids  command  much  higher  prices 
and  thus  tend  to  be  the  species  of  choice  for 
smugglers  (Inigo-Elias,  pers.  comm.). 

Birds  brought  illegally  into  the  United 
States  may  be  confiscated  by  either  U.S.  Cus- 
toms and  Border  Protection  or  the  United 
States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  While  both 
agencies  have  reporting  systems  to  track 
seizures,  data  was  only  obtained  from  the  lat- 
ter. The  extent  of  bird  seizures  by  Customs 
and  Border  Protection  is  unknown,  although 
information  from  their  website 
(<http://www.cbp.gov>)  indicates  that  they 
likely  confiscate  as  many  birds  as  does  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  if  not  more.  Data 
obtained  from  the  LEMIS  reporting  system 
(U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service)  concerning 
confiscated  passerines  for  the  period  2000 
through  early  2007  was  meager.  Only  46  cas- 
es, representing  1036  birds,  were  listed.  Of 
the  total,  one  seizure  in  Miami  of  910  birds, 
mostly  finches  of  various  species,  represented 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  individuals.  No 
orioles  of  any  species  were  listed  on  the 
LEMIS  report,  and  no  reports  of  oriole 
seizures  were  listed  on  the  Customs  and  Bor- 
der Protection  website. 

Although  North  American  birds  are  pro- 
tected by  federal  laws  (e.g.,  Migratory  Bird 
Treaty  Act  and  Lacey  Act),  native  species  are 
trapped  within  the  United  States  for  the 
caged-bird  market  (Sykes  et  al.  2006,  Paul 
Beiriger,  Special  Agent,  United  States  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  pers.  comm.).  It  is  unclear 
how  widespread  in  the  United  States  local 
trapping  might  be  and  what  effect  it  has  on  lo- 
cal bird  populations.  The  market  appears  to 
have  an  affinity  for  brightly  colored  species 
with  unique  and  melodious  vocalizations, 
such  as  Painted  (Passerina  ciris)  and  Indigo 
(P  cyanea)  Buntings,  Northern  Cardinals 
(Cardinalis  cardinalis),  and  Northern  Mock- 
ingbirds (Mimus  polyglottos) . Special  Agent 
Gary  Young  of  the  United  States  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  reported  that  Easter  is  a time 
during  which  Northern  Cardinals  are  particu- 
larly targeted.  Special  Agent  Paul  Beiriger 
speculated  that  local  trapping  of  songbirds 
within  the  United  States  might  result  in  a 
higher  number  of  caged-birds  than  birds  be- 
ing smuggled  across  the  border.  Beiriger  has 
personally  confiscated  birds  such  as  Northern 
Cardinals  that  had  been  trapped  locally  at 
feeders  and  kept  as  pets. 


Although  the  Audubon’s  Oriole  that  ap- 
peared in  Indiana  may  have  been  trapped  in 
Texas  or  Mexico  and  transported  to  the  Mid- 
west, Inigo-Elias  did  not  think  that  was  the 
case.  After  reviewing  photographs  of  the  Indi- 
ana Audubon’s  Oriole,  he  stated  that  the  bird 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  held  captive  re- 
cently because  the  plumage  and  overall  con- 
dition of  the  bird  was  inconsistent  with  that 
of  a captive  bird  (Inigo-Elias,  pers.  comm.). 
Captive  birds  in  the  Mexican  bird  markets 
tend  to  be  in  poor  condition,  often  missing 
feathers  or  injured  as  a result  of  having  been 
held  under  substandard  conditions  (Inigo- 
Elias,  pers  comm.,  Hamilton  2001).  Captive 
birds  brought  illegally  into  the  United  States 
are  often  in  similarly  poor  condition  and  fre- 
quently do  not  survive  the  smuggling  process 
due  to  the  deplorable  conditions  in  which 
they  are  held  (Inigo-Elias,  pers  comm.).  Dr. 
Inigo-Elias  believes  that  very  few  rare  bird  re- 
ports in  the  United  States  involve  formerly 
captive  birds. 

Weather  as  a factor 

Although  there  are  no  previous  confirmed 
records  of  Audubon’s  Oriole  north  of  Texas, 
factors  that  together  suggest  that  the  Indiana 
bird  was  almost  certainly  of  wild  provenance 
include:  1)  seasonal  movements  by  some  in- 
dividuals during  autumn  and  winter,  2)  se- 
vere drought  in  Audubon’s  Oriole’s  range,  3) 
weather  systems  that  moved  warm  air  from 
Texas  into  the  Ohio  River  Valley  prior  to  the 
bird’s  discovery,  4)  appearance  of  a number  of 
orioles  in  the  eastern  United  States  during  the 
same  period,  and  5)  previous  sight  records  of 
Audubon’s  Orioles  outside  of  Texas.  One 
might  also  add,  in  larger  context,  that  many 
Texas/Mexican  species  have  been  detected 
farther  and  farther  north  in  recent  years,  some 
in  large  numbers  (e.g.,  Cave  Swallow 
iPetrochelidon  fulvaj). 

Ecological  conditions  ranging  from  pro- 
longed periods  of  drought  to  temporary 
weather  fronts  can  factor  into  movements  of 
individual  birds.  Numerous  authors  have 
shown  that  periods  of  drought  can  lead  to  the 
dispersal  of  birds,  at  any  time  of  year,  within 
a geographical  area  (e.g.,  Vega  and  Rappole 
1994,  Dunning  and  Brown  1982,  George  et  al. 
1992).  Vega  and  Rappole  (1994)  found  that 
many  Texas  species,  including  Audubon’s 
Oriole,  usually  considered  to  be  permanent 
residents,  were  absent  from  their  study  areas 
during  winter  during  a drought.  Data  from 
the  U.  S.  Drought  Monitor  (<http/drought. 
unl.edu/dm>)  indicated  that  much  of  the 
northwestern  range  of  Audubon’s  Oriole 
(based  on  Lockwood  2004  and  TexBirds  list- 
serv posts)  in  Texas  was  experiencing  extreme 
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drought  conditions  for  much  of  the  latter  half 
of  2006.  Drought  conditions  in  this  area, 
which  includes  Bandera,  Uvalde,  Medina, 
Bexar,  and  Zavala  Counties  deteriorated  to 
“exceptional  drought”  status  for  the  12  De- 
cember 2006  report  and  remained  at  that 
maximum  drought  category  through  the  end 
of  January  2007.  Much  of  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  southern  Texas,  away  from  the  Gulf 
Coast,  also  was  in  drought,  ranging  from 
moderate  to  extreme,  during  the  latter  half  of 
2006  and  the  beginning  of  2007.  In  the 
drought  areas,  soil  moisture  was  low,  vegeta- 
tive health  was  fair  to  poor,  and  streamflow 
was  low  (National  Climatic  Data  Center). 

A series  of  weather  events  from  late  No- 
vember 2006  through  mid-January  2007  sup- 
plied the  greater  Ohio  River  Valley  and  large 
sections  of  the  eastern  United  States  with 
warm,  southerly  winds  largely  from  or  in- 
cluding Texas.  Examination  of  weather  data 
for  Kentucky  located  at  the  heart  of  the  Ohio 
River  Valley  and  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Audubon’s  Oriole  sighting,  revealed  mild 
weather  in  late  November  and  the  hrst  few 
days  of  December,  with  temperatures  8°  F 
above  normal  due  to  southerly  winds.  After  a 
week  of  helow-normal  temperatures  during 
the  week  of  4 December,  a series  of  systems 
brought  a relatively  consistent  flow  of 
southerly  winds  from  Texas  and  the  Gulf 
coast  area  from  mid-Decemher  2006  through 
mid-January  2007.  During  this  period,  the 
warm  southerly  winds  helped  push  tempera- 
tures in  the  greater  Ohio  River  Valley  to  well 
above  normal.  Still  using  Kentucky  as  a proxy 
for  the  region,  average  weekly  temperatures 
for  the  hve-week  period  beginning  11  Decem- 
ber and  ending  14  January  were  15°,  13°,  9°, 
15°,  and  13°  F above  normal,  respectively 
(Priddy  2007,  2006). 

The  Audubon’s  Oriole  in  Indiana  was  not 
the  only  oriole  reported  in  the  greater  Ohio 
River  Valley  from  December  2006  through 
February  2007.  Other  orioles  reported  in- 
cluded Bullock’s  Oriole  from  Indiana,  Scott’s 
and  Baltimore  Orioles  from  Kentucky,  Scott’s 
and  Baltimore  Orioles  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  Baltimore  Orioles  from  Illinois,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee  (see  Table  1).  The  22  Balti- 
more Orioles  reported  for  these  states  com- 
pare to  the  eight  reported  during  the  winter 
of  2005-2006,  along  with  no  other  oriole 
species,  and  two  Baltimores  reported  for  the 
winter  of  2004-2005,  in  addition  to  two  Bul- 
lock’s Orioles  in  North  American  Birds.  Dur- 
ing the  2006-2007  winter  season,  Baltimore 
Orioles  were  reported  in  more  than  a dozen 
additional  eastern  states  and  provinces,  and 
Bullock’s  Orioles  were  also  reported  from 
Georgia  and  New  York  (C.B.C.  data,  state 


listservs).  Many  of  the  orioles  were  observed 
at  feeding  stations.  Interestingly,  a number  of 
these  birds  were  hrst  noticed  at  feeders  dur- 
ing periods  of  mild  weather  with  above  nor- 
mal temperatures,  suggesting  that  inclement 
weather  was  not  the  proximate  reason  for 
their  unexpected  appearances  at  the  feeders. 
When  speaking  specihcally  about  oriole 
records  from  the  Great  Backyard  Bird  Count 
in  mid-February  2007,  Paul  Green  of  the  Na- 
tional Audubon  Society  noted,  “We’ve  got 
Baltimore  Orioles  in  14  states.  Orchard  Ori- 
oles in  hve  different  [states],  and  Scott’s  Ori- 
ole in  Pennsylvania.  They  shouldn’t  be  here. 
They  should  be  way  south”  (O’Driscoll 
2007).  Another  unusual  species  well  repre- 
sented in  the  eastern  United  States  during 
this  period  was  Western  Tanager,  with  21  re- 
ports including  individuals  in  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Michigan  (Whan  2007).  In  his 
seasonal  report.  Whan,  like  many  other  bird- 
ers and  authors,  described  winter  sightings 
of  White-eyed  Vireo  (Vireo  griseus)  and  Or- 
ange-crowned {Vermivora  celata)  and 
Nashville  (V  nificapilla)  Warblers  as  linger- 
ers. However,  given  the  weather  patterns  and 
the  unusual  number  of  seasonal  vagrants 
that  appeared  in  the  eastern  United  States 
during  the  winter  of  2006-2007,  early  or  re- 
verse migration  should  be  considered  in 
such  cases  ; “lingering”  may  be  a misleading 
term  in  some  cases  (Sullivan  2005). 

While  there  are  no  accepted  U.S.  records  of 
Audubon’s  Oriole  away  from  Texas,  the  species 
has  been  reported  from  at  least  three  other 
states.  Arizona  has  at  least  three  reports.  New 
Mexico  two,  and  Ohio  one.  The  latter  appears 
the  most  credible,  a tantalizing  winter  record. 
Arizona’s  reports  are  from  30  April-1  May 
1973  at  Cave  Creek  Canyon,  Cochise  County 
(Speich  1975),  15  July  1975  in  Madera 
Canyon,  Santa  Cruz  County  (Rosenberg 
1999),  and  April  2001  at  Nogales,  Santa  Cruz 
County  (Boyd  2001,  pers.  comm.).  The  1973 
and  1975  records  were  reviewed  by  the  Ari- 
zona Bird  Committee  but  not  accepted.  The 
2001  report  was  communicated  verbally  to  an- 
other birder  with  no  details  provided.  New 
Mexico’s  reports  are  from  Eddy  County  in 
April  of  an  unknown  year  (but  prior  to  1978) 
and  from  Luna  County  on  21  May  1980.  The 
former  record  is  an  apparently  secondhand  re- 
port lacking  any  details,  while  the  latter  report 
came  from  an  out-of-state  visitor  who  also  re- 
ported a Streaked-back  Oriole  and  a pair  of 
Black-vented  Orioles  from  the  same  area.  The 
1980  Luna  County  report  was  not  accepted  by 
the  New  Mexico  Bird  Records  Committee. 
Both  reports  from  New  Mexico  are  considered 
to  be  erroneous  identifications  (S.  0.  Williams, 
pers.  comm.).  Ohio’s  report  is  from  Allen 


County  on  20  December  1995.  A man  and  his 
wife  twice  saw  a yellow-and-black  bird 
perched  in  a tree  just  three  meters  from  their 
window.  The  husband  documented  the  sight- 
ing on  22  December  1995.  He  reported  that 
the  bird  was  approximately  the  size  of  an 
American  Robin  or  Common  Crackle.  It  had  a 
totally  black  head  and  sharp  contrast  between 
the  black  hood  and  lemon-yellow  upper  back 
and  breast.  Wings  were  dark  with  whitish  wing 
bars.  The  bill  was  dark,  long,  and  thin.  A sim- 
ple drawing  submitted  with  the  documenta- 
tion shows  a bird  with  an  oriole  bill,  black 
hood,  dark  wings  with  wing  bars,  and  lemon- 
yellow  back  and  underparts.  Although  the 
documentation  is  not  comprehensive,  the  writ- 
ten details  and  the  drawing  are  extremely  sug- 
gestive of  an  Audubon’s  Oriole  and  seem  to 
rule  out  other  possible  species.  The  only  field 
mark  lacking  in  the  description  is  the  black 
breast  spot.  The  Ohio  record  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Ohio  Bird  Records  Committee;  the  vote 
was  eight  to  three  (Fazio  1996).  Origin  appar- 
ently was  a more  critical  factor  than  identifica- 
tion in  the  decision  to  reject  the  record  (V 
Fazio,  pers.  comm.). 

Summary 

The  appearance  of  an  Audubon’s  Oriole  in  In- 
diana seems  to  defy  conventional  wisdom,  as 
the  species  is  thought  to  be  relatively  seden- 
tary throughout  its  range.  We  held  a skeptical 
view  upon  learning  of  and  then  observing  the 
bird.  However,  the  available  evidence  pro- 
vides a credible  explanation  of  how  an 
Audubon’s  Oriole  might  appear  well  away 
from  its  range  in  Texas.  Indeed,  there  is  no  di- 
rect evidence  pointing  to  captive  provenance, 
and  all  anecdotal  information  points  away 
from  such  speculation.  While  in  the  end  we 
eschewed  conventional  birding  wisdom  and 
believe  that  the  Audubon’s  Oriole  was  most 
likely  of  natural  provenance,  time  and  addi- 
tional wanderings  and  sightings  of  the  species 
will  provide  the  most  convincing  evidence  of 
that.  Documentation  and  photographs  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Indiana  Bird  Records 
Committee. 
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Figure  1 . Typical  Miraflores  thornscrub  woodland.  This  woodland  is  dominated  by  legumes  in  many  areas,  though  some  locations  have  a large  live-oak  component. 
Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow  on  25  March  2007. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  presence  of  a Yel- 
low-browed Warbler  (Phylloscopus 
inornaliis)  at  Miraflores,  Baja  California  Sur, 
Mexico  from  25  March  to  7 April  2007.  A de- 
tailed description  of  the  bird  from  held  notes 
is  provided,  supplemented  by  photographs 
and  a sonogram.  The  circumstances  sur- 
rounding this  bird’s  detection  are  discussed, 
as  is  its  identihcation  as  a Yellow-browed 
Warbler.  Finally,  this  record  is  put  into  con- 
text by  reviewing  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
vagrancy  in  general  and  reviewing  records 
of  other  Phylloscopus  warblers  in  North 
America. 


Miraflores 

Miraflores  is  an  agricultural  village  of  approx- 
imately 1400  people  near  the  foothills  of  the 
Sierra  de  La  Laguna.  It  is  at  an  elevation  of  ap- 
proximately 200  meters  and  lies  about  40 
kilometers  north  of  San  Jose  del  Cabo  and  40 
kilometers  inland  from  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  The 
habitat  is  predominantly  a mixture  of  planted 
and  fallow  agricultural  helds  (including  small 
mango  and  palm  orchards),  plus  extensive 
patches  of  native  thornscrub  (see  Figure  1). 
Trees  of  the  legume  subfamily  Mimosoideae — 
including  Sweet  Acacia  (Acacia  faniesiana), 
Palo  Eban  (Chloroleucon  mangcnse),  and  Gua- 
muchilar  (Pithccellobium  duke) — dominate 


the  native  woodlands,  but  there  is  also  a sub- 
stantial live-oak  (Quercus  spp.)  and  hackberry 
(Cehis  spp.)  component.  An  arroyo  that  usu- 
ally has  water  (in  the  form  of  a flowing  stream 
or  pools)  skirts  the  village,  and  there  are  often 
small  puddles  of  water  in  the  helds  and  or- 
chards from  irrigation.  Miraflores  recently  has 
become  well  known  for  harboring  vagrant 
birds,  including  the  Baja  California  Peninsu- 
la’s hrst  Streak-backed  Oriole  (Ictems  pustula- 
tus)  in  January  2006  (Erickson  et  al.  2006a) 
and  a flock  of  eight  Mississippi  Kites  (Ictinia 
mississippiensis)  in  October  2005  that  fur- 
nished the  Peninsula’s  second  record  (Erick- 
son et  al.  2006b). 
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Figure  2.  The  Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  Miraflores  was  recorded 
by  Radamaker,  yielding  this  sonogram.  As  is  typical  of  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler,  the  frequency  exceeds  7 kHz;  the  call  of  a Hume's 
Leaf-Warbler  hardly  ever  exceeds  6 kHz.  Furthermore,  the  dura- 
tion of  0.30  seconds  is  also  typical  of  Yellow-browed  but  is,  appar- 
ently, outside  the  range  of  Hume's.  See  Luijendijk  (2001)  for  fur- 
ther details.  Sonogram  by  Pierre  Devkhe  and  Kurt  Radamaker. 

Field  encounters 

On  25  March,  at  approximately  7:15  a.m. 
(about  40  minutes  after  sunrise),  Mlodinow 
was  pishing  near  the  arroyo  that  runs  past  Mi- 
raflores. At  this  location,  fallow  fields  and 
pasture  meet  relatively  lush  native  thorn- 
scrub.  The  pishing  rapidly  attracted  a large 
flock  of  passerines  dominated  by  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  (Vermivora  celata)  into  a 
Guamucbilar.  He  had  been  pishing  for  about 
five  minutes  when  a small  whitish-bellied 
bird  joined  the  commotion.  It  was  only  about 
ten  meters  away,  and  after  a period  of  initial 
disbelief,  Mlodinow  recognized  it  as  a Yellow- 
browed  Warbler.  The  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
then  disappeared  and  reappeared  several 
times,  providing  about  four  minutes  of  actual 
observation  time  over  a ten-minute  period  at 
distances  of  ten  to  15  meters. 

On  7 April,  Kurt  and  Cindy  Radamaker 
went  to  Miraflores  hoping  to  relocate  this  bird 
and  eventually  found  it  around  12:00  p.m., 
fewer  than  100  meters  from  where  Mlodinow 
had  originally  discovered  it.  They  watched  it 
intermittently  over  a two-hour  period  in  the 
dense  foliage.  It  was  often  relocated  by  its 
habit  of  flicking  its  wings  or  hover-gleaning  in 
a kinglet-like  fashion. 

Description 

This  was  a small  passerine  with  a kinglet-like 
jizz.  It  was  noticeably  smaller  than  the  nearby 
Orange-crowned  Warblers  and  appeared  to  be 
a bit  larger  than  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  (Reg- 


ulus  calendula),  though  none  of  the  latter  were 
present  for  direct  comparison.  The  bill  was 
small  and  kinglet-like,  with  a pale  pinkish- 
flesh  base  that  extended  halfway  out  the 
mandible;  the  maxilla  was  dark.  The  tail  was 
short,  dark,  and  notched.  The  underparts  were 
mostly  an  unstreaked  dull  white,  but  there  was 
some  yellow  wash  along  the  sides  of  the  breast 
near  the  bend  of  the  wing  and  on  the  undertail 
coverts.  The  back  was  uniform  greenish  olive, 
the  exact  brightness  of  which  was  difficult  to 
judge.  The  crown  was  similarly  colored  and 
without  any  crown  stripe.  There  was  a bold, 
long,  and  yellow-washed  supercilium  that 
went  from  over  the  bill  backwards  nearly  to 
the  nape.  The  thickness  of  this  supercilium 
was  fairly  uniform,  without  any  obvious  poste- 
rior flaring,  and  the  two  supercilia  met  over  the 
eye.  The  eye  looked  dark.  From  the  bill, 
through  the  eye,  and  to  the  rear  of  the  auricu- 
lars  was  a narrow  but  prominent  dusky  line 
that  was  darker  than  the  crown.  The  actual  au- 
riculars  were  moderately  mottled  in  dusky  or 
olive.  Below  the  eye  was  a narrow  whitish  arc. 
The  wings  showed  two  bright  whitish  wing- 
bars,  with  the  upper  wingbar  not  as  thick  or 
long  as  the  lower  but  still  readily  apparent.  The 
greater  coverts  between  the  wingbars  were  rel- 
atively dark  (darker  than  the  back).  Similarly, 
the  bases  of  the  secondaries  were  quite  dark. 


forming  a blackish  bar  behind  the  greater- 
covert  wingbar  (much  as  is  seen  in  a Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet).  The  secondaries  otherwise 
were  dark  and  narrowly  edged  in  yellowish 
green  that  was  brighter  than  the  color  of  the 
back.  The  blackish  tertials  were  edged  brightly 
in  white,  with  the  white  tips  appearing  as  a 
white  triangle  or  chevron  at  the  end  of  each 
tertial.  The  tertial  tips  appeared  whiter  than 
the  wingbars.  The  legs  were  dusky  pinkish. 

Mlodinow  did  not  hear  the  bird  call,  but  the 
Radamakers  did  hear  it,  and  through  a great 
deal  of  persistence,  recorded  it  (Figure  2).  The 
call  was  a high-pitched  disyllabic  upward-in- 
flected tse-sweep.  The  pitch  and  cadence  were 
much  like  the  position-call  of  a male  Pacific- 
slope  Flycatcher  (Empidonax  difficilis). 

Identification 

The  bird’s  small  size,  bright  wingbars,  white 
tertial  tips,  and  plain  crown  eliminate  all 
species  except  Yellow-browed  Warbler  and 
Hume’s  Leaf-Warbler  (Phylloscopus  humei). 
Visual  criteria  for  separating  Yellow-browed 
and  Hume’s  Leaf-Warblers  are  detailed  by 
Baker  (1997)  and  generally  supported  by  the 
species’  accounts  in  del  Hoyo  et  al.  (2006); 
these  firmly  point  to  its  identification  as  a Yel- 
low-browed Warbler,  rather  than  a Hume’s 
(see  Figures  3-5): 


Figure  3.  Yellow-browed  Warbler  preening  in  a Guamucbilar  at  Miraflores,  Baja  California  Sur,  25  March  2007.  This  pose  shows  the 
solid  crown  and  face  pattern  typical  of  this  species.  Note  also  the  pale  proximal  half  to  the  mandible  and  somewhat  pale  legs.  This 
photograph,  and  others  taken  on  25  March,  portray  a yellowish  cast  to  the  underparts  that  is  an  artifact  of  lighting.  In  real  life,  the 
bird  appeared  mostly  whitish  beneath.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 
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1)  In  Hume’s,  the  upper  wingbar  is  dull 
and  often  absent  in  worn  (spring) 
plumage. 

2)  The  mandible  in  Hume’s  shows  little 
or  no  pale,  while  the  basal  half  is  typi- 
cally pinkish  in  Yellow-browed. 

3)  Hume’s  has  blackish-brown  legs  ver- 
sus flesh-brown  in  Yellow-browed. 

4)  Blackish  basal  color  to  tertials  and 
wing  coverts  is  typical  of  Yellow-browed 
but  not  of  Hume’s. 

5)  Secondary  edges  are  more 
brightly  colored  than  the  back 
in  Yellow-browed,  most  easily 
noted  in  moderately  worn 
plumage. 

6)  The  bold  white  edges  to  the 
tertials  are  typical  of  Yellow- 
browed  and  would  be  unusual 
in  Hume’s,  particularly  in  worn 
plumage. 

Furthermore,  analysis  of  the 
Miraflores  bird’s  call  identify  it  as  a 
Yellow-browed  Warbler.  Lui- 
jendijk  (2001)  compared  fall  and 
winter  call-notes  of  Yellow-browed 
and  Hume’s  Leaf-Warblers, 
demonstrating  that  the  call  of  Yel- 
low-browed is  higher  in  pitch  and 
longer  in  duration  than  that  of 
Hume’s.  Hume’s  rarely  reaches  a 
frequency  higher  than  6 kHz,  but 
Yellow-browed  almost  always 
reaches  a frequency  of  7 kHz.  Ad- 
ditionally, the  typical  call  of 
Hume’s  is  short  and  disyllabic, 
with  the  first  syllable  stressed  and 
an  obvious  downward  infiection 
on  the  second  part,  likened  by 
Marshall  J.  Iliff  (pers.  comm.)  to 
the  huit  call  of  Hutton’s  Vireo 
(Vireo  huttoni).  In  contrast,  the 
pitch,  inflection,  and  duration  of 
the  Yellow-browed  Warbler’s  call 
closely  resemble  those  of  a male 
Pacific-slope  Flycatcher’s  call 
(Heindel  2006),  as  noted  by  the  Radamakers 
in  the  field.  The  sonogram  made  from  the 
Radamaker’s  recording  matches  that  of  Yel- 
low-browed Warbler  not  Hume’s  (Figure  2). 

Differences  between  first-winter  and  basic- 
plumaged  adult  Yellow-browed  Warblers  are 
very  subtle  and  virtually  disappear  by  spring 
(Baker  1997).  Consequently,  we  were  unable 
to  determine  the  age  of  this  bird. 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  distribution 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  breeds  from  the  Ural 


Island,  Alaska  (Lehman  2000a,  2000b).  The 
second  North  American  record  was  also  from 
Gambell  on  30  August  2002  (Lehman  2005). 
Most  interesting  are  two  additional  sightings 
from  the  fall  of  2006:  one  photographed  at 
Attu  Island,  Alaska  on  21  September  (Tobish 
2007)  and  a sight  record  from  Milwaukee 
County,  Wisconsin  on  21  October  that  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Wisconsin  Bird  Records 
Committee  as  a single-observer  sight  record 
and  thus  hypothetical  (Svingen  2007). 

Other  Phylloscopus 
records  away  from  Alaska 

Only  two  other  species  of  Phyllo- 
scopus  warblers  have  been  record- 
ed in  North  America  away  from 
Alaska:  Dusky  Warbler  (P. 
fuscatus)  and  Arctic  Warbler  (P.  bo- 
realis). The  breeding  range  of 
Dusky  Warbler  fits  fairly  well  into 
the  western  half  of  the  range  of 
Yellow-browed  Warbler,  while  its 
winter  range  is  similar  to  that  of 
Yellow-browed  (Baker  1997). 
Dusky  Warblers  have  been  record- 
ed ten  times  in  California,  all  be- 
tween 27  September  and  3 No- 
vember, and  all  but  one  record  was 
coastal  (Hamilton  et  al.  2007). 
There  are  also  two  records  from 
the  northern  half  of  the  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Peninsula,  15  October  1991 
and  20-23  October  1995  (Erick- 
son et  al.  2001).  Interestingly, 
Dusky  Warbler,  like  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler,  has  occurred  pre- 
dominantly as  a fall  vagrant  in 
Beringia  (Lehman  2005). 

Arctic  Warbler  is  a fairly  com- 
mon breeder  in  western  and  cen- 
tral Alaska  (Heindel  2006),  yet  it 
has  been  recorded  but  seven  times 
away  from  that  state.  There  are 
four  records  from  coastal  central 
California  spanning  7 September 
through  1 October  (Hamilton  et 
al.  2007),  plus  records  from  Baja  California 
Sur’s  Vizcaino  Peninsula,  12  October  1991 
(Pyle  and  Howell  1993)  and  the  Canadian 
Arctic  at  Prince  Patrick  Island,  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories, 21  July  1949  (Godfrey  1986,  Jan- 
tunen  2003). 

Other  Phylloscopus 
species  from  Alaska 

The  occurrence  of  Yellow-browed  and  Dusky 
Warblers  south  of  Alaska,  despite  relatively 
few  records  from  that  state,  suggests  that  it 


Mountains  east  to  eastern  Siberia  and  south  to 
Mongolia,  northern  Manchuria,  and  possibly 
northern  Korea  (Baker  1997).  It  winters  from 
central  Nepal  east  to  southeastern  China  and 
Taiwan  and  south  to  the  Malay  Peninsula  and 
Vietnam  (Baker  1997).  Note  that  much  of  the 
normal  wintering  range  is  at  the  same  latitude 
as  Miraflores  (23.35  N).  Interestingly,  Yel- 
low-browed Warbler  is  one  of  the  most  nu- 
merous Siberian  passerine  vagrants  to  west- 
ern Europe,  with  2648  records  between  1958 


Figure  4.  Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  Miraflores,  Baja  California  Sur,  25  March  2007.  Here  the  bird 
shows  its  wing  fairly  well.  Note  the  bold  wingbars  with  a blackish  base  to  the  greater  wing-coverts 
(forming  a dark  panel  between  the  wingbars)  and  to  the  secondaries  (forming  a dark  bar  behind 
the  second  wingbar).  Also  note  the  bright  greenish-yellow  edges  to  the  secondaries  beyond  this 
dark  bar  and  bright  white  edge  to  the  one  visible  tertial.  Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 

and  1985  in  Great  Britain,  almost  all  from  fall 
(Dymond  et  al.  1989).  Additionally,  81  had 
been  found  in  Iceland  through  2003  (Peturs- 
son  and  Kolbeinsson  2007).  The  few  spring 
records  from  Britain  and  Ireland  are  from  late 
March  through  early  May  (Vinicombe  and 
Cottridge  1996),  and  del  Hoyo  et  al.  (2006) 
note  that  northbound  migration  in  Asia  be- 
gins during  late  March  and  early  April. 

The  first  North  American  record  of  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  came  as  recently  as  23-24 
September  1999  from  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence 
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Figure  5.  Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  Miraflores,  Baja  California  Sur,  2S  March 
2007.  This  photo  best  illustrates  the  pinkish  basal  half  to  the  mandible  and 
pale  legs/feet.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 


would  be  worthwhile  to  look  at  the  other 
species  of  Phylloscopus  that  have  occurred  in 
Alaska  but  have  not  yet  been  detected  else- 
where on  the  continent.  There  have  been  two 
Wood  Warblers  (Phylloscopus  sibilatrix):  one 
on  Shemya  Island,  9 October  1978  (Gibson 
1981)  and  one  on  St.  Paul  Island,  7 October 
2004  (Tobish  2005).  Willow  Warbler  (Phyllo- 
scopus trochilus)  has  been  recorded  once 
(Gambell,  25-30  August  2002;  Lehman  2003), 
and  Pallas’s  Leaf- Warbler  (Phylloscopus  proreg- 
ulus)  has  been  recorded  once  (Gambell,  25-26 
September  2006;  Lehman  and  Rosenberg 
2007). 

Discussion 

Had  this  bird  spent  the  winter  locally  or  was 
it  a northbound  migrant?  It  was  not  seen  in 
Miraflores  during  a January  visit  by  Mlodi- 
now and  others,  but  it  could  easily  have  been 
missed.  Furthermore,  the  Radamakers  found 
the  bird  13  days  after  Mlodinow,  which  seems 
like  a long  time  for  a migrant  to  remain  in  one 
place,  especially  during  spring  migration.  Ad- 
ditionally, through-migrant  passerines  are 
thought  to  occur  almost  exclusively  during 
fall  in  southernmost  Baja  California  Sur  (Er- 
ickson and  Howell  2001).  On  the  other  hand, 
Mlodinow  found  many  more  passerines  at 


Miraflores  during  March  2007  than 
during  January  2007  (S.  Mlodinow, 
unpubl.  data). 

This  local  increase  in  passerine 
numbers  could  be  due  to  the  arrival 
of  northbound  migrants,  but  it 
could  also  be  the  result  of  local 
movements.  Insight  can  be  gained 
by  examining  the  region’s  climate. 
Precipitation  and  humidity  in  the 
Cabo  San  Lucas/La  Paz  region  peak 
in  August  and  September  and  reach 
their  nadir  from  March  through  May 
(International  Station  Meteorologi- 
cal Climate  Summary,  version  4.0). 
Consistent  with  these  data,  south- 
ernmost Baja  California  (from  La 
Paz  southward)  appeared  distinctly 
more  verdant  in  January  2007  than 
during  March  (Mlodinow,  pers. 
obs.).  This  seasonal  variation  in  pre- 
cipitation would  likely  lead  to  a de- 
cline in  the  availability  of  moist 
habitats  as  winter  progresses  into 
spring.  Consequently,  it  is  quite  con- 
ceivable that  insectivorous  and  fru- 
givorous  passerines  would  be  more 
widely  distributed  during  early  win- 
ter and  midwinter,  later  concentrat- 
ing in  the  remaining  moist  areas  as 
the  surroundings  become  more  arid.  The  con- 
current bloom  of  the  thornscrub  trees  (in- 
cluding Pithecellobium  duke  and  Acacia  fame- 
siana)  at  these  oases,  vdth  its  attendant  inver- 
tebrates, would  provide  a particularly  attrac- 
tive food  source.  A similar  phenomenon  ap- 
pears to  take  place  in  southeastern  Arizona’s 
deserts,  where  willows  (Salve  spp.)  bloom  in 
March,  suddenly  attracting  both  vagrant  and 
regularly  occurring  passerines  (W.  Russell, 
pers.  comm.).  While  southern  Baja  California 
Sur’s  aridity  during  spring  might  concentrate 
locally  wintering  birds,  it  would  also  make 
the  region  unattractive  to  migrants,  especially 
as  they  would  have  to  cross  open  water  for  a 
relatively  small  target.  For  any  individual 
bird,  such  as  this  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  no 
determination  can  be  made,  but  given  the  de- 
tails described  above,  it  seems  quite  likely  the 
bird  had  wintered  nearby  and  was  not  a mi- 
grant. 

Was  the  Miraflores  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
part  of  a larger  phenomenon?  The  two  Yel- 
low-broweds  found  during  fall  2006  would 
suggest  so,  at  least  for  that  species.  Further- 
more, Great  Britain  also  had  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  during  fall 
2006,  with  526  reported,  the  fourth  highest 
total  in  the  past  20  years  (L.  Evans,  UK400 


Club  master  database).  On  the  other  hand, 
there  was  not  an  unusual  number  of  Siberian 
passerines  in  general  found  on  mainland 
North  America  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
2006  (P  E.  Lehman,  T.  Tobish,  G.  McCaskie, 
R.  A.  Erickson,  pers.  comm.).  Consequently, 
it  seems  that  the  Miraflores  Yellow-browed 
Warbler  was  part  of  an  unusual  year  for  va- 
grancy in  that  species,  but  it  was  not  part  of  a 
phenomenon  that  increased  passerine  va- 
grancy from  Siberia  to  mainland  North  Amer- 
ica as  a whole. 
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Pictorial  Highlights 


1 • One  of  very  few  photographs  of  a Cooper's  Hawk  ever  taken 
in  Nova  Scotia,  this  immature  was  present  throughout  the  pe- 
riod at  Port  Williams,  Kings  County  (here  16 

December  2006).  Photograph  by  Richard  Stern. 

2 • After  a remarkable  fall  flight  to  the  northeastern  quadrant 
of  the  continent  (with  outliers  to  Bermuda  and  Florida),  this 
Northern  Wheatear  in  Baldwin  County,  Alabama  (here  23  Feb- 
ruary 2007)  was  not  without  context — but  hardly  expected  at 
this  location  and  on  this  late  date.  Photograph  by  John 
Puschock. 

3 • Long  overdue  in  Arizona,  this  first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed 

Gu!!  present  at  Palo  Verde  10-16  (here  11)  December  2006  pro- 
vided a first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Chris  D.  Benesh. 

4 • A species  now  annually  recorded  in  Arizona  during  winter,  a 
Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  frequented  a Bisbee  feeder  28- 
30  (here  28)  December  2006,  arriving  during  a snowstorm! 

Photograph  by  Doug  Danforth. 

5 • Arizon'a  first  record  of  Couch's  Kingbird  came  atTacna  11 
(here  28)  January  2007,  where  it  remained,  eating  dead  honey 
bees,  until  7 March.  The  bird's  identification  was  confirmed  by 
recordings  of  its  distinctive  vocalizations.  Photograph  by  Gary 

Rosenberg. 


6  • The  Longmont  (Boulder  County)  Colorado  Christmas  Bird 
Count  in  Colorado  had  the  unusual  honor  of  recording  all  four 
ABA  Area  Zonotrichia  sparrows  on  1 6 December  2006.  Among 
the  expected  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  single  White- 
throated,  Harris's,  and,  the  state's  rarest,  Golden-crowned. 
Many  birders  were  able  to  see  the  more  elusive  species  in  lulls 
between  blizzards  through  1 January  2007  (here  28  Decem- 
ber). Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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PICTORIAL  HIGHLIGHTS 


1 • Furnishing  one  of  very  few  records  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  Valley,  this  Inca  Dove  at  Huntington,  West  Virginia  was  present  2-16  (here  10)  December  2006.  Photograph  by  Matt  Orsie. 

2 • Continuing  the  rather  incredible  streak  of  southwestern  and  western  birds  in  that  state,  this  Virginia's  Warbler  blessed  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia  10-1 6 (here  1 5)  February  2007. 
Photograph  by  Matt  Orsie. 

3 • Scott's  Oriole  is  not  the  first  bird  species  that  comes  to  mind  when  one  thinks  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania,  but  this  male  attended  a feeder  in  this  small  city  19  February  into  March 
(here  23  February)  2007.  This  bird  marks  the  first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Howard  Eskin. 

4 • Florida's  second  Hammond's  Flycatcher  was  discovered  near  Orlando,  Orange  County  28  January  2007  (here)  and  remained  through  2 March,  only  three  months  after  the  state's  first  record 
in  Pinellas  County.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  Gordon. 

5 • Dennis  Serdehely  and  Dave  McNinch  located  this  White-tailed  Kite  18  December  2006  at  Carson  Lake,  Churchill  County,  Nevada  during  the  Fallon  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Fortunately,  it 
remained  through  at  least  27  January  2007  (here  31  December)  and  was  enjoyed  by  many  observers.  Photograph  by  Steve  Ting. 

6 • This  adult  Ivory  Gull  spent  25-26  (here  26)  February  2007  at  in  Piermont,  Rockland  County,  New  York — just  a fifth  documented  state  record.  Photograph  by  Sean  Sime. 

7 • This  young  male  Western  Tanager  was  nicely  documented  at  Echo  Hill  Park  in  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey  3 February  2007.  Photograph  by  PhllJeffrey. 
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PICTORIAL  HIGHLIGHTS 


1 & 2 • Rare  anywhere  in  the  East,  this  Smith's  Longspur  at  Jones  Beach's  Teddy  Roosevelt  Nature  Center  in 
Nassau  County,  New  York  furnished  just  the  second  state  record.  Photographs  by  Lloyd  Spitalnik  (left);  Ed- 
ward Coyle  (right). 

3 • Iowa's  second  Siaty-backed  Gull  appeared  on  17-23  (here  23)  December  2006  in  Pottawattamie  County, 
Iowa.  Photograph  by  Ann  Johnson. 

4 • This  adult  male  Bullock's  Oriole  spent  the  winter  (here  10  February  2007)  in  Scott  County — a first  for 
Indiana.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brown. 

5 • Northeast  of  Madison,  on  the  Ohio  River  in  Jefferson  County,  Indiana,  this  adult  female  Audubon's  Ori- 
ole appeared  at  a feeder  on  approidmately  24  January  2007  and  remained  until  1 5 (here  1 1 ) February.  The 
winter  of  2006-2007  saw  dozens  of  wayward  orioles  visiting  feeders  in  the  Midwest  and  East,  particularly 

after  the  weather  turned  cold  in  mid-January.  Photograph  by  Ron  Austing. 

6 • This  Harris's  Sparrow  visited  the  feeders  of  Gerry  Leubner  at  Irondequoit,  Monroe  County,  New  York  2 
(here  23)  December  2006  into  late  February  2007;  Leubner,  who  compiled  the  Rochester  Christmas  Bird 
Count  for  51  years,  hosted  his  first  Harris's  Sparrow  here  35  years  earlier.  Photograph  by  Richard  Ashworth. 

7 • Of  the  two  Calliope  Hummingbirds  in  the  Region  this  winter,  this  female  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
provided  a first  state  record.  It  frequented  a butterfly  garden  2-7  (here  3)  December  2006.  Photograph  by 
MarkSzantyr. 
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1 • This  Tropical  Kingbird  at  Trinity,  Somerset  County,  Maryland 
was  nicely  photographed  28  (right)  and  30  (left)  December 
2006 — a first  state  record.  Photographs  by  George  M.  Jettar}d 

Mikey  Lutmerding,  respectively. 


2 • One  of  many  extralimital  Western  Tanagers  found  in  the 
East  and  Midwest  in  winter  2006-2007,  this  bird  was  found 
"in  the  wild"  (away  from  feeders)  in  False  Cape  State  Park, 
Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  28  December  2006.  Photograph  by 
George  L Armistead. 


3 & 4 • Unprecedented  in  New  England  was  the  discovery  of 
two  Lazuli  Buntings  in  winter.  In  Connecticut,  a young  male 
(right)  visited  Hammonassett  State  Park  in  New  Haven  4 
(here  20)  January-1 1 February  2007,  a first  state  record.  An 
adult  male  (left)  appeared  in  a backyard  in  Hadley,  Massa- 
chusetts 30-31  (here  30  or  31 ) January  2007,  just  the  second 
record  for  that  state  (and  second  in  winter).  Photographs  by 
Louise  Currins  (adult  male)  and  Julian  Hough. 


5  • Furnishing  a first  Iowa  record  was  a Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  on  4 December  2006  (here)  near  Council  Bluffs,  Pot- 
tawattamie County.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Peters. 


6  • Taking  advantage  of  lush  grasslands,  Sprague's  Pipit  made  an  unusually  strong  showing  in 
southwestern  New  Mexico  this  season,  including  this  one  near  Hermanas,  Luna  County  17  February  2007. 
Photograph  by  Charles  R.  Britt. 


7  • Furnishing  the  seventh  record  for  Montana,  this  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  found  4 (here  5)  January  2007 
on  the  Missouri  River  in  Great  Falls  and  remained  for  several  days.  Photograph  by  Bob  Martinka. 
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1 « This  Dusky  Flycatcher  at  the  University  of  California  at  Davis,  Yolo  County  on  4 February  2007  likely 
represents  the  first  winter  record  for  the  Northern  California  Region.  Photograph  by  John  Sterling. 

2 • This  adult  male  Smew  attracted  birders  from  throughout  California  during  its  stay  in  the  remote 
town  of  Soulsbyville,  Tuolumne  County  20-29  (here  29)  January  2007.  It  spent  time  courting  female 
Hooded  Mergansers  on  a small  pond  in  a rural  subdivision  in  this  Sierra  foothill  community. 

Photograph  by  Arlene  Ripley. 

3 • Washington's  first  Whooper  Swan  covered  much  ground  in  winter  2006-2007.  It  inhabited  Snohomish 
County  25  December  through  1 January,  then  moved  north  to  Skagit  County  from  4 January  to  1 7 Febru- 
ary (here  at  Conway,  20  January),  and  was  last  seen  farther  north  yet  in  Whatcom  County  from  24  Febru- 
ary to  2 March.  Unlike  most  Whoopers  detected  south  of  Alaska,  this  bird  was  west  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains  and  kept  company  with  Trumpeter  rather  than  Tundra  Swans.  In  theory,  the  Whoopers  found 
east  of  the  Cascades  meet  up  with  their  Tundra  companions  in  the  Seward  Peninsula  or  Yukon- 
Kuskokwim  Delta  (where  there  are  no  Trumpeter  Swans)  and  then  migrate  southward  with  them.  Simi- 
larly, Whoopers  found  west  of  the  Cascades  likely  join  their  companions  on  the  Alaska  Peninsula  or  in 
south-coastal  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Rk Merry. 

4 • This  Green-tailed  Towhee  at  a Riviere-des-Prairies,  Montreal  feeder  17  December  2006  through  3 
March  2007  (here  3 February)  furnished  the  second  for  Quebec,  the  first  dating  back  to  October  1957. 
Photograph  by  Sylvie  Robert. 

5 • Washington's  sixteenth  Black-headed  Gull  lingered  at  Bainbridge  Island,  Kitsap  County  19-31 
(here  21)  December  2006  and  reappeared  at  nearby  Point  No  Point  21-24  February  2007.  All  but  one 
of  Washington's  prior  records  were  between  1986  and  1998,  and  some  may  pertain  to  returning  birds. 
Photograph  by  Charlie  Wright. 

6 • Always  a very  rare  winter  visitor  to  Texas,  this  Red-necked  Grebe  was  present  at  Lake  Kickapoo,  Archer 
County  from  28  January  through  4 March  2007  (here  on  the  last  date).  Photograph  by  Scotty  Lofland. 
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1 • As  do  most  Atlantic  gadfly  petrels,  Bermuda  Petrels  often  gather  together  in  inshore  roosts  prior  to  en- 
tering nesting  burrows  in  darkness.  This  composite  image  is  one  of  two  "Cahows"  photographed  at  dusk 
three  kilometers  south  of  St.  David's  Head,  Bermuda  on  26  November  2006.  Late  October  through  mid- 
November  is  prime  season  for  studying  the  species  at  sea  in  this  location;  individuals  can  also  be  seen  with 
a spotting  scope  from  nearby  Cooper's  Point.  Photographs  by  Andrew  Dobson. 

2 • This  immature  female  Scott's  Oriole  in  Franklin  County,  Kentucky  was  the  state's  first;  it  was  first 
noted  in  early  February  2007  (here  12  February)  and  lingered  through  the  end  of  the  winter  period. 
Photograph  by  David  Knapp. 

3 • Bermuda's  first  live  record  of  Gray  Heron  was  furnished  by  this  individual,  which  has  been  present  since 
22  April  2006  (here  1 March  2007)  at  Tucker's  Town.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 

4 • On  5 February  2007,  Gilles  Leblond  found  this  White  Stork  feeding  in  fallow  fields  of  a banana  plantation 
near  the  mouth  of  Riviere  du  Lorrain  in  northeastern  Martinique.  Could  this  individual  have  been  migrating 
on  a return  to  Europe  from  points  farther  south?  This  is  the  second  record  in  the  West  Indies  Region  of  this 
species;  the  other  report  comes  from  Antigua  14  August  1993  (published  in  El  Pitirre),  a bird  observed  in  an 
open  area  adjacent  to  mangroves  at  Cook's  Dump,  outside  St.  John's.  Photograph  by  Gilles  Leblond. 

5 • Minnesota's  fifth  Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Mountain  Lake,  Cottonwood  County  was  confirmed  during  the 
local  Christmas  Bird  Count  but  had  been  present  since  before  Thanksgiving,  according  to  the  homeowner 
(here  2 January  2007).  Photograph  by  David  A.  Cahlander. 

6 • This  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch,  furnishing  Michigan's  fifth  record,  was  present  17  (here  29)  December 
2006  and  on  later  dates  at  L'Anse,  Baraga  County.  Photograph  KirkZufelt. 


368 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ABA-Endorsed  Tours 

Enjoy  Very  Special  B i r d i n g 


..  ■- 


rA 


FEATURED  ENDORSED  TOUR 


Custom  Tours:  Hawaii  2008 

If  a trip  to  Hawaii  is  in  your  plans,  birding  with  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail  guides  is  the 
best  way  to  maximize  your  experience  on  the  islands.  The  Hakalau  Forest  National 
Forest  Wildlife  Refuge  holds  Akepa,  Akiapolaau,  Amakihi,  Apapane,  Hawaii  Creeper, 
I'iwi,  Elepaio,  Omao,  lo  and  Pueo.  Or  try  the  Rainforest  & Dryforest  Birdwatching 
Adventure  on  Mauna  Kea  for  Nene,  Palila,  Akiapolaau,  Amakihi,  Apapane,  Hawaii 
Creeper,  I'iwi,  Elepaio,  Omao,  lo  and  Pueo.  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail,  wr\nv.hawaii-for- 
est.com,  info@hawaii-forest.com,  (808)331-8505. 


Jan  20-31  - Zapata  Peninsula,  Northern 
Archipelago  & Eastern  Endemic  Regions 
of  Cuba.  Once  again,  pending  license  from 
the  US  Treasury,  the  Cuba  Bird  Study  Pro- 
gram will  visit  the  birding  hotspots  of  Cuba. 
This  is  always  an  opportunity  that  depends 
on  government  relations  at  the  highest  level, 
however  their  past  history  has  been  success- 
ful in  receiving  the  required  permits.  Cuba 
Bird  Study  Program,  Gary  Markowski,  cu- 
birds@aol.com,  (860)  350-6752. 

Mar  8-15  - Family  Birding  Trip  in  Ecuador. 

This  Ecuador  trip  is  designed  for  families  who 
are  interested  in  the  best  variety  of  nature, 
culture  and  birding  in  the  Quito  region.  Trip 
includes  subtropical  rain  forests,  humming- 
bird reserve,  waterfalls  and  swimming  holes, 
and  evening  walks  for  bats  and  owls.  Tropical 
Nature  Travel,  www.tropicalnaturetravel.com, 
travel@tropicalnaturetravel.com, 

(877)  888-1770. 

April  3-12  - Zapata  Peninsula,  and  the 
Mountains  and  Forests  of  Western  Cuba. 

This  trip  covers  locations  in  western,  central, 
and  southern  endemic  habitats,  and  visits  the 
southern  Caribbean  coast;  excellent  opportu- 
nities to  see  most  of  Cuba's  endemics. 

April  14-18  & 21-25  - Texas;  High  Island 

Migration.  Take  in  the  coastal  beaches  and 
marshes  for  huge  numbers  of  shorebirds,  to 
the  famed  migrant  traps  of  High  Island,  then 
inland  to  the  Pineywoods  for  that  Red-cock- 
aded  Woodpecker.  Birding  America, 
www.birding-america.com,  info@birding 
america.com,  (800)  744-6150. 

May-June  - Pribilofs  - St.  Paul  Island.  St. 

Paul  Island  is  home  to  millions  of  seabirds 


nesting  in  easily  observed  colonies  along  the 
steep  shores  of  the  island.  Thousands  of  mi- 
grating gulls,  shorebirds,  seabirds,  ducks  and 
passerines  are  drawn  to  this  remote  island  in 
the  Bering  Sea.  Wilderness  Birding  Adven- 
tures, WTvw.wildernessbirding.com,  info 
@wildernessbirding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 

May  10-21  - Birding  in  Peru  with  Barry 

Walker.  This  favorite  tour  includes  lodges  in 
Lima  (sea  level),  Cusco  (11,600  feet),  Machu 
Picchu  and  of  course  the  Manu  Wildlife  Cen- 
ter. To  fully  enjoy  this  trip,  participants  must 
be  in  sufficient  good  health  (walking,  uneven 
ground,  high  elevations).  Find  high  Andean 
waterfowl,  mixed  flocks  of  tanagers,  flycatch- 
ers, furnarids,  plus  plus!  Target  endemics  of 
the  area,  with  several  days  at  the  Manu, 
known  for  its  high  biodiversity,  thus  abun- 
dant variety  of  bird  life.  Contact  Siemer  & 
Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand.com, 

(800)  451-4321. 

May  26-June  9 - China;  Sichuan  and  the 
Tibetan  Plateau.  Referred  to  as  the  "Heav- 
enly Kingdom",  this  area's  natural  beauty 
and  spectacular  scenery  provide  a wonderful 
backdrop  for  most  of  the  central  Chinese 
endemics  as  well  as  up  to  10  amazing 
pheasants.  Tropical  Birding,  www.tropical 
birding.com,  info@tropicalbirding.com, 
(800)  348-5941. 

June  - Gambell  and  Nome  Tour.  Visit  two 
of  the  most  famous  birding  spots  during 
spring  migration  where  streams  of  birds  fly 
by.  Great  opportunities  for  Asian  migrants 
and  unusual  breeders  in  a very  special  place. 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures,  www. 
wildernessbirding.com,  info@wilderness 
birding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.aba.prg/tours 
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Please  contact  tour  company  directly 
for  information  and  reservations,  and 
identify  yourself  as  an  ABA  member. 
Tour  companies  pay  ABA  a commission 
for  each  ABA  participant. 
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ABA  Sales 


Popular  Optics 
at  Competitive  Prices 


Swarovski 
EL  10x42  Binoculars 

EL10x42  $1899.00 


Leica 

Ultravid  8x42  Binoculars 
40261  $1669.00 


Leupold 

Katmai  8x32  Binoculars 

61215  $369.00 


Swarovski 

80mm  HD  Angled  Scope  with 
ATS  20-60x  Zoom  Eyepiece 

ATS80HD  $2099.00 
ATS2060X  $489.00 


Swarovski 

65mm  HD  Straight  Scope 
ST65HD  $1799.00 


Zeiss 

FL  8x42  Binoculars 

FL8x42  $1749.99 


Pentax 

DCF  SP  8x43  Binoculars 
P62615  $599.00 


Stocking  Staffers 


OP/TECH  Classic  Strap 

205BLACK,  205BLUE,  205GREEN  $15.95ea. 


n 

if 
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ROR^“  Lens  Cleaner 
ROR  $8.00 


Slide  & Flex  Bino-System 
971  $19.95 


vwww.abasales.com  • 800-634-77S6  • Hours:  9am  to  Spm  (EST) 


